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PREFACE 


TO    THE 


FIRST     EDITION 


IT  has  been  the  writer's  endeavor  to  present  to  the  reader 
in  this  volume  the  results  of  the  present  state  of  biblical 
study,  as  applied  to  the  illustration  of  the  Acts  of  the  Apos 
tles.  Although  our  language  contains  already  some  valuable 
works  devoted  to  the  same  general  object,  it  is  hoped  that 
the  dependence  of  the  work  here  offered  to  the  public  on  the 
original  text,  and  the  advantage  taken  of  the  latest  investi 
gations  in  this  department  of  criticism,  will  render  it  not 
superfluous. 

Of  the  importance  of  an  acquaintance  with  the  contents 
of  the  Acts,  it  must  be  unnecessary  to  speak.  A  single  re 
flection  will  render  this  sufficiently  obvious.  No  person  can 
be  prepared  to  read  the  Epistles  of  the  New  Testament  with 
the  greatest  advantage  until  he  has  made  himself  familiar 
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with  the  external  history  of  the  Apostle  Paul,  and  with  his 
character  and  spirit,  as  Luke  has  portrayed  them  in  his  nar 
rative.  Those  portions  of  the  Acts,  constituting  the  greater 
part  of  the  whole,  which  relate  to  the  grea£  Apostle,  must  be 
thoroughly  mastered  before  any  proper  foundation  is  laid  for 
the  exegetical  study  of  the  Epistles.  It  is  the  object  of  these 
Notes  to  assist  the  reader  in  the  acquisition  of  this  knowl 
edge  and  discipline ;  to  enable  him  to  form  his  own  inde 
pendent  view  of  the  meaning  of  the  sacred  writer  in  this 
particular  portion  of  the  New  Testament,  and,  at  the  same 
time,  furnish  himself  to  some  extent  with  those  principles 
and  materials  of  criticism  which  are  common  to  all  parts  of 
the  Bible.  If  the  plan  of  the  work  and  the  mode  in  which 
it  is  executed  are  such  as  to  impart  a  just  idea  of  the  process 
of  biblical  interpretation,  and  to  promote  a  habit  of  careful 
study  and  of  self-reliance  on  the  part  of  those  who  may  use 
the  book,  it  will  be  a  result  much  more  important  than  that 
all  the  opinions  advanced  in  it  should  be  approved ;  it  is  a 
result  beyond  any  other  which  the  writer  has  been  anxious  to 
accomplish.  The  grammatical  references  and  explanations 
will  enable  the  student  to  judge  of  the  consistency  of  the  in 
terpretations  given  with  the  laws  of  the  Greek  language.  The 
mthorities  cited  will  show  the  state  of  critical  opinion  on  all 
passages  that  are  supposed  to  be  uncertain  or  obscure.  The 
geographical,  archaeological,  and  other  information  collected 
from  many  different  sources,  will  unfold  the  relations  of  the 
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book  to  the  contemporary  history  of  the  age  in  which  it  was 
written,  and  serve  to  present  to  the  mind  a  more  vivid  con 
ception  of  the  reality  of  the  scenes  and  the  events  which  the 
narrative  describes. 

No  single  commentary  can  be  expected  to  answer  all  the 
purposes  for  which  a  commentary  is  needed.  The  writer  has 
aimed  at  a  predominant  object;  and  that  has  been,  to  del  er 
mine  by  the  rules  of  a  just  philology  the  meaning  of  the 
sacred  writer,  and  not  to  develop  the  practical  applications, 
or,  to  any  great  extent,  the  doctrinal  implications  of  this 
meaning.  With  such  a  design,  no  one  will  object  to  the  use 
which  has  been  made  of  the  labors  of  foreign  scholars ;  it 
would  have  been  a  matter  of  just  complaint  not  to  have  used 
them,  although  with  a  different  aim  it  would  be  equally  in 
excusable  not  to  have  brought  into  view  more  frequently  the 
connections  which  exist  between  the  Acts  and  the  practical 
religious  literature  contained  in  our  own  language. 

*  *  *  *    .        *  *  *  * 

I  am  indebted  to  various  friends  for  advice  and  cooperation 
in  the  performance  of  this  labor.  Among  these  it  becomes 
me  to  mention  in  particular  the  Rev.  B.  B.  Edwards,  D.  D., 
Professor  at  Andover.  It  is  doubtful  whether  I  should  have 
undertaken  the  work,  or  persevered  in  it,  had  it  not  been  for 
his  generous  sympathy  and  encouragement. 

******** 

The  author  can  recall  no  happier  hours  than  those  which 
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he  has  spent  in  giving  instruction  on  this  book  of  the  New 
Testament  to  successive  classes  of  theological  students.  May 
the  fruits  of  this  mutual  study  be  useful  to  them  in  the  active 
labors  of  the  sacred  work  to  which  they  are  devoted.  They 
are  now  sent  forth  into  a  wider  sphere ;  —  and,  here  also,  may 
God  be  pleased  to  own  them  as  a  means  of  contributing  to 
a  more  diligent  study  and  a  more  perfect  knowledge  of  his 
Holy  Word. 

NEWTON  THEOLOGICAL  INSTITUTION, 
October  31,  1851. 
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THE  present  edition  as  compared  with  the  former  has  been 
in  parts  rewritten,  and,  also,  enlarged  by  the  addition  of  about 
a  hundred  pages.  In  the  interval  since  the  work  was  first 
published,  the  writer  has  continued  to  study  the  Acts  both  in 
a  private  way  and  occasionally  as  the  teacher  of  theological 
classes.  As  the  result  of  this  further  labor,  the  view  on  some 
passages  has  been  modified ;  expressions  that  were  found  to 
be  obscure  have  been  made  plainer ;  new  points  in  the  text 
have  been  elucidated ;  former  explanations  of  a  debatable 
character,  according  to  the  apparent  evidence  in  the  case, 
have  been  placed  in  a  stronger  light,  or  advanced  with  less 
confidence;  and,  in  general,  pains  have  been  taken  in  this 
revised  form  to  render  the  notes  not  less  critical  than  before, 
and  yet  freer  and  more  varied  in  their  contents.  The  last  six 
years,  too,  have  been  signally  fruitful  in  the  appearance  of 
valuable  works  relating  to  the  Acts,  either  directly  exegetical 
or  subsidiary  to  that  end.  The  reader  will  find  ample  proof 
in  the  following  pages  of  the  extent  of  my  indebtedness  to 
these  contributions  to  biblical  literature,  and  at  the  same 
time,  will  appreciate  the  difficulty  of  using  the  abundant  ma 
terial  with  independence  and  judgment. 
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It  has  been  of  some  service  to  me  that  since  the  publica 
tion  of  the  first  edition,  I  have  been  enabled  to  visit  the 
countries  in  which  the  Saviour  and  the  apostles  lived,  and  the 
cross  gained  its  earliest  victories.  The  journey  has  made  it 
ten  fold  more  a  labor  of  love  to  trace  again  the  footsteps  of 
Paul  and  his  associates,  and  should  add  something  to  the  in 
terpreter's  power  to  unfold  the  history  of  their  sufferings  and 
their  triumphs. 

Not  to  render  the  Commentary  too  heterogeneous,  it  has 
seemed  best  to  discard  the  idea  of  a  supplement  for  the  dis 
cussion  of  certain  miscellaneous  topics,  as  was  proposed  at 
first.  As  a  substitute  for  such  an  appendage,  the  points 
which  it  was  designed  to  embrace  have  been  enlarged  upon 
more  fully  in  the  present  notes,  and  references  have  been 
given  to  appropriate  works  in  which  the  student  who  desires 
will  find  more  complete  information.  I  will  only  add  that  the 
Greek  text  has  been  reviewed  more  carefully  in  this  edition, 
and,  unless  I  have  erred  through  some  inadvertence,  all  the 
variations  which  affect  the  sense  materially  have  been  brought 
to  the  reader's  notice.  At  the  suggestion  of  various  friends, 
the  Greek  words  in  the  notes  have  been  translated  in  all  cases 
where  the  remarks  might  otherwise  be  obscure  to  the  English 
reader,  and  thus  the  explanations  will  be  readily  understood 
by  all  into  whose  hands  the  work  may  fall. 

May  the  Divine  blessing  rest  upon  this  renewed  endeavor 
to  illustrate  this  portion  of  the  Holy  Scriptures. 

NEWTON  CENTRE,  March  1,  1858. 


INTRODUCTION. 


§  1.     THE   WRITER  OF  THE  ACTS. 

THE  evidence  that  the  book  of  Acts  was  written  by  Luke,  to 
whom  the  Christian  world  are  accustomed  to  ascribe  it,  is  of  a 
three-fold  character.  It  will  be  sufficient  for  the  object  here  in 
view  merely  to  indicate  the  line  of  argument  which  establishes 
the  correctness  of  that  opinion.  A  more  complete  and  systematic 
view  of  the  evidence  must  be  sought  in  works  which  treat  pro 
fessedly  of  the  formation  and  transmission  of  the  Canon  of  the 
Scriptures. 

In  the  first  place,  we  have  the  explicit  testimony  of  the  early 
Christian  writers,  that  Luke  wrote  the  Acts  of  the  Apostles. 
Irenaeus,  who  became  bishop  of  Lyons  in  A.  D.  178,  and  who 
was  born  so  early  that  he  was  intimate  with  those  who  had  seen 
the  apostles,  says  expressly  that  Luke  was  the  author  of  the 
Acts ;  he  quotes  from  him  various  single  passages,  and,  in  one 
place,  gives  a  distinct  summary  of  the  last  twelve  chapters  of  the 
book  (Adv.  Haeres.  3.  14.  1).  He  treats  this  authorship  of  the 
work  as  a  matter  which  he  had  no  occasion  to  defend,  because 
no  one  of  his  contemporaries  had  called  it  in  question.  From 
the  generation  which  separated  Irenaeus  from  the  age  of  Luke, 
we  have  only  a  few  scanty  remains ;  but  these,  although  they 
contain  expressions1  which,  according  to  the  admission  of  nearly 
all  critics,  pre-suppose  an  acquaintance  with  the  Acts,  are  silent 
respecting  the  writer.  To  have  mentioned  him  by  name  would 
have  been  at  variance  with  the  informal  mode  of  citing  the 
Christian  Scriptures,  which  distinguishes  the  writings  of  that 

1  See  the  passages,  in  Kirchhofer's  Sammlung  zur  Geschichte  des  N.  T. 
Canons,  p.  161  sq.,  in  Lardner's  Credibility,  and  similar  works. 


12  INTRODUCTION. 

early  period.  The  next  witness  is  Clemens  of  Alexandria,  wh<; 
flourished  about  A.  D.  190.  This  father  not  only  speaks  of  Luke 
as  having  composed  the  Acts,  in  his  Stromata  (Lib.  5),  but  is 
known  to  have  written  a  commentary  on  it,  which  has  not  been 
preserved.  Tertullian,  who  lived  about  A.  D.  200,  offers  the 
same  testimony.  He  has  not  only  quoted  the  Acts  repeatedly, 
but  named  Luke  as  the  author,  in  such  a  way  as  makes  it  evi 
dent  that  he  merely  followed  in  this  the  universal  opinion  of  his 
age  (De  Jejun.  c.  10;  De  Prescript.  Haeret.  c.  22;  De  Bapt.  c. 
10,  etc.).  Eusebius  wrote  about  A.  D.  325.  He  has  recorded 
both  his  own  belief  and  that  of  his  time,  in  the  following  impor 
tant  statement :  "  Luke,  a  native  of  Antioch,  by  profession  a 
physician,  was  mostly  Paul's  companion,  though  he  associated 
not  a  little  with  the  other  apostles.  He  has  left  us  examples  of 
the  art  of  healing  souls,  which  he  acquired  from  the  apostles,  in 
two  divinely  inspired  books  ;  first,  in  the  Gospel  which  he  testi 
fies  to  have  written  according  to  what  eye-witnesses  and  minis 
ters  of  the  word  delivered  to  him  from  the  beginning,  all  which, 
also,  he  says  that  he  investigated  from  the  first ; *  and,  secondly, 
in  the  Acts  of  the  Apostles,  which  he  composed,  not  from  report, 
as  in  the  other  case,  but  according  to  his  own  personal  observa 
tion."  (Hist.  Eccl.  3.  4.) 

It  would  be  superfluous  to  pursue  this  testimony  further.  It 
may  be  proper  to  add,  that  no  trace  of  any  opposition  to  it,  or  dis 
sent  from  it,  has  come  down  to  us  from  the  first  ages  of  the 
church.  Some  of  the  early  heretical  sects,  it  is  true,  as  the  Mar- 
cionites,  Manicheans,  Severians,  rejected  the  religious  authority 
of  the  Acts ;  but  as  they  did  this  because  it  contradicted  their 
peculiar  views,  and  as  they  admitted  without  question  the  source 
from  which  their  opponents  claimed  to  receive  it,  their  rejection 
of  the  book,  under  such  circumstances,  becomes  a  conclusive  tes 
timony  to  its  genuineness. 

In  the  second  place,  the  relation  in  which  the  Acts  of  the 
Apostles  stands  to  the  Gospel  which  is  ascribed  to  Luke,  proves 
that  the  author  of  the  two  productions  must  be  the  same  individ 
ual.  The  writer  introduces  his  work  as  a  continuation  or  second 
part  of  a  previous  history,  and  dedicates  it  to  a  certain  Theophi- 
lus,  who  can  be  no  other  than  the  person  for  whose  special  in 
formation  the  Gospel  was  written.  As  to  the  identity  of  the 
writer  of  the  Acts  with  the  writer  of  the  Gospel  attributed  to 

1  As  the  relative  may  be  neuter  or  masculine,  many  take  the  sense  of  the 
Greek  to  be,  all  whom  he  accompanied  ;  but  the  manifest  allusion  to  Luke  1,  2.  3 
renders  the  other  the  more  obvious  translation. 
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Luke,  no  well-founded  question  has  been,  or  can  be,  raised. 
Consequently,  the  entire  mass  of  testimony  which  proves  that 
Luke  the  Evangelist  wrote  the  Gospel  which  bears  his  name, 
proves  with  equal  force  that  he  wrote  also  the  Acts  of  the  Apos 
tles.  Thus  the  Acts  may  be  traced  up  to  Luke,  through  two 
independent  series  of  witnesses.  And  it  may  be  confidently 
asserted,  that,  unless  the  combined  historical  evidence  from  this 
twofold  source  be  admitted  as  conclusive  in  support  of  Luke's 
claim  to  the  authorship  of  the  Acts,  there  is  then  no  ancient  book 
in  the  world,  the  author  of  which  can  ever  be  ascertained  by  us. 
In  the  third  place,  the  literary  peculiarities  which  distinguish 
the  Gospel  of  Luke  mark  also  the  composition  of  the  Acts,  and 
show  that  it  must  have  come  from  the  same  hand.  The  |rgu- 
ment  here  is  founded  on  a  different  relation  of  the  Gospel  to  the 
Acts  from  that  to  which  we  have  just  adverted.  Luke  being 
acknowledged  as  the  author  of  the  Gospel,  we  know  from  that 
source  what  the  characteristics  of  his  style  are ;  and  it  is  main 
tained  that  these  re-appear  in  the  Acts  to  such  an  extent,  that 
we  can  account  for  the  agreement  only  by  referring  the  two  pro 
ductions  to  the  same  writer.  The  reality  of  the  resemblance 
here  asserted  is  conceded  by  critics  of  every  name.  It  will  be 
necessary  to  restrict  the  illustration  of  it  to  a  few  examples.1  In 
Luke's  Gospel,  verbs  compounded  with  prepositions  are  more 
numerous  than  in  the  other  Evangelists ;  they  are  found  in  the 
same  proportion  in  the  Acts.  Matthew  has  <rvv  three  times, 
Mark  five  times,  John  three  times,  or,  according  to  another  read 
ing,  but  twice  ;  while  Luke  employs  it  in  his  Gospel  twenty-four 
times,  and  in  the  Acts  fifty-one  times.  Luke  has  used  aira?  in 
his  two  books  thirty-five  times ;  whereas  it  occurs  in  all  the 
others  but  nine  times.  Tropev'eo-^ai  is  found  in  the  Gospel  forty- 
nine  times,  and  in  the  Acts  thirty-eight  times,  but  is  rarely  found 
in  o/her  parts  of  the  New  Testament.  The  construction  of 
eiTmv  and  AaAeti/  with  n-po's,  instead  of  the  dative  of  the  person 
addressed,  is  confined  almost  exclusively  to  Luke.  No  other 
writer,  except  John  in  a  few  instances,  ever  says  eiTmv  Trpo?,  and 
XoXav  Trpo?  occurs  out  of  Luke's  writings  only  in  1  Cor.  14,  6 ; 
Heb  5,  5  and  11,  18.  As  in  Luke's  Gospel,  so  in  the  Acts  we 

1  They  are  drawn  out,  more  or  less  fully,  in  Gersdorf's  Beitraege,  p.  160  sq.  ; 
Credner's  Einleitung  in  das  neue  Testament,  p.  130  sq. ;  Ebrard's  Kritik  der 
evangelischen  Geschichte,  p.  671,  ed.  1850;  Guericke's  Gesammtgeschichte  des 
N.  T.,  p.  166  sq. ;  Lekebusch's  Composition  und  Entstehung  der  Apostelge- 
schichte,  p.  37  sq. ;  ancl  Dr.  Davidson's  Introduction  to  the  New  Testament, 
Vol.  I.  p.  190,  and  Vol.  II.  p.  8. 
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have  a  characteristic  use  of  Se  /cat  to  express  emphasis  or  grada 
tion,  a  similar  use  of  K<U  avros  or  avrot,  the  insertion  of  the  neuter 
article  before  interrogative  sentences,  the  omission  of  8e  after  /ACI> 
ovv,  the  uniform  preference  of  'lepovo-aXrJ/x  to  'lepocroXujua,  and  still 
others.  Credner,  in  his  Introduction  to  the  New  Testament,  has 
enumerated  not  fewer  than  sixty -five  distinct  idioms  which  he 
considers  as  peculiar  to  Luke's  diction  as  compared  with  that  of 
the  other  New  Testament  writers  ;  and  nearly  all  these  he  points 
out  as  occurring  at  the  same  time  both  in  the  Gospel  and  the 
Acts.  It  is  impossible,  then,  to  doubt,  unless  we  deny  that  any 
confidence  can  be  placed  in  this  species  of  criticism,  that,  if 
Luke  wrote  the  Gospel  which  we  accredit  to  him,  he  must  have 
written  also  the  Acts. 

$  2.     BIOGRAPHICAL  SKETCH  OF  LUKE. 

According  to  Eusebius,  as  already  quoted,  and  Jerome,  who 
may  be  supposed  to  represent  the  opinion  of  their  times,  Luke 
was  a  native  of  Antioch.  As  he  appears  in  the  Acts  to  have 
spent  so  much  time  at  Philippi,  some  modern  writers  have  con 
jectured  that  he  may  have  been  a  native  or  inhabitant  of  that 
city.  The  historical  testimony  deserves  more  regard  than  an 
inference  of  that  nature.  That  he  was  a  Gentile  by  birth  appears 
to  be  certain  from  Col.  4,  11.  14,  where  Paul  distinguishes  him 
from  those  whom  he  denominates  ot  ovrcs  e*  Treptro/x^?.  His  for 
eign  extraction  is  confirmed  also  by  the  character  of  his  style, 
which  approaches  nearer  to  the  standard  of  classical  Greek  than 
that  of  any  other  writer  of  the  New  Testament,  with  the  excep 
tion  of  the  apostle  Paul.  This  feature  of  his  language  renders  it 
probable  that  he  was  of  Greek  origin.  Some  have  inferred  this 
also  from  his  Greek  name  ;  but  it  was  not  uncommon  for  Jews, 
as  well  as  Romans  and  other  foreigners,  to  assume  such  names 
at  this  period.  Whether  he  was  a  proselyte  to  Judaism  before 
his  conversion  to  Christianity,  or  not,  is  a  question  on  which 
critics  diner.  The  supposition  that  he  adopted  first  the  Jewish 
religion,  and  had  done  so  perhaps  in  early  life,  accounts  best  for 
his  intimate  acquaintance  with  the  opinions  and  customs  of  the 
Jews,  his  knowledge  of  the  Septuaginfy  and  the  degree  of  Hebra 
istic  tendency  which  shows  itself  in  his  style.  It  appears  from 
Col.  4,  14,  that  Luke  was  a  physician ;  and  the  general  voice  of 
antiquity,  in  accordance  with  that  passage,  represents  him  as 
having  belonged  to  the  medical  profession.  The  efiect  of  his  fol 
lowing  such  an  employment  can  be  traced,  as  many  critics  think, 
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in  various  passages  of  Luke's  writings ;  comp.  the  Note  on  28,  8. 
The  fact  that  he  was  trained  to  such  a  pursuit,  that  he  was  a 
man,  therefore,  of  culture  and  observing  habits  of  mind,  is  an  im 
portant  circumstance.  It  has  been  justly  remarked,  that,  as 
many  of  the  miracles  which  the  first  promulgators  of  the  gospel 
wrought  in  confirmation  of  its  truth  were  cases  of  the  healing  of 
maladies,  Luke,  by  virtue  of  his  medical  skill  and  experience, 
was  rendered  peculiarly  competent  to  judge  of  the  reality  of  such 
miracles.1 

Of  the  manner  in  which  the  writer  of  the  Acts  was  brought  to 
a  knowledge  of  the  gospel,  we  have  no  information.  The  sug 
gestion  of  some  of  the  later  fathers,  that  he  was  one  of  the 
seventy  disciples,  is  not  only  without  ground,  but  opposed  to  his 
own  statement  in  the  introduction  of  his  Gospel,  where  he  dis 
tinguishes  himself  from  those  who  had  been  personal  attendants 
on  the  ministry  of  Christ.  It  is  evident  that,  after  his  conversion, 
he  devoted  himself  to  public  Christian  labors,  for  the  most  part 
in  connection  with  the  apostle  Paul,  whom  he  accompanied  from 
place  to  place,  and  aided  in  his  efforts  for  the  extension  of  the 
gospel.  The  first  explicit  allusion  which  he  makes  to  himself 
occurs  in  16,  10  sq.,  where  he  gives  an  account  of  the  apostle's 
departure  from  Troas  to  Macedonia.  In  that  passage  Luke  em 
ploys  the  first  person  plural,  and  thus  shows  that  he  was  one  of 
the  companions  of  Paul  on  that  occasion.  He  goes  with  the 
apostle  from  Troas  to  Philippi,  and  speaks  of  himself  again  in 
20,  6,  as  one  of  the  several  individuals  who  sailed  with  Paul 
from  the  same  city  on  his  last  journey  to  Jerusalem.  Whether 
Luke  had  been  separated  from  Paul  during  the  interval,  or  re 
mained  with  him,  cannot  be  certainly  known.  It  is  eminently 
characteristic  of  the  sacred  writers,  that  they  keep  themselves 
out  of  view  in  their  narratives.  Hence  some  have  argued  that 
we  are  not  to  infer  that  Luke  was  necessarily  absent  when  he 
employs  the  third  person,  but  rather  that  it  was  a  sort  of  inadver 
tence,  as  it  were,  against  his  design,  that  he  has  now  and  then 
disclosed  his  personal  connection  with  the  history.  The  other 
opinion  is  the  surer  one.  We  cannot  be  certain  that  Luke  was 
in  the  company  of  Paul,  except  at  the  times  when  his  language 
shows  that  he  was  personally  concerned  in  what  he  relates.  It 
is  clear,  even  according  to  this  view,  that  Luke,  in  addition  to  his 
accompanying  Paul  on  his  first  journey  from  Troas  to  Philippi, 

1  I  have  made  no  allusion  in  the  text  to  2  Cor.  8,  18  ;  for  it  is  barely  possible 
that  the  author  of  our  narrative  can  be  meant  there  as  "  the  brother  whose  praise 
is  in  all  the  churches."  See  De  Wette's  note  on  that  passage  in  his  Exegetisehes 
Handbuch  zum  N.  Testament. 
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remained  with  him,  without  any  known  interruption,  from  the 
period  of  his  leaving  Philippi  the  second  time  to  the  end  of  his 
career.  He  goes  with  the  apostle  to  Jerusalem,  where  the  latter 
was  apprehended  and  given  up  to  the  custody  of  the  Romans 
(20,  6  sq. ;  21,  1  sq.) ;  he  speaks  of  himself  as  still  with  him  at 
the  close  of  his  imprisonment  at  Caesarea  (27,  1)  ;  proceeds  with 
him  on  his  voyage  to  Rome  (27,  1  sq.)  ;  and,  as  we  see  from 
the  Epistles  which  Paul  wrote  while  in  that  city,  continued  to 
be  associated  with  him  down  to  the  latest  period  of  his  life  of 
which  any  record  remains.  The  apostle  mentions  Luke  as 
residing  with  him  at  Rome  in  Col.  4,  14 ;  Phil.  v.  24 ;  and  in 
2  Tim.  4,  11.  Of  his  subsequent  history,  nothing  authentic  has 
been  preserved.  The  traditions  which  relate  to  this  period  are 
uncertain  and  contradictory.  According  to  Gregory  Nazianzen, 
whom  several  later  writers  follow,  he  suffered  martyrdom ;  ac 
cording  to  others,  and  those  whose  testimony  has  greater  weight, 
he  died  a  natural  death. 

$  3.     AUTHENTICITY  OF  THE  ACTS. 

The  foregoing  sketch  shows  us  how  ample  were  Luke's  means 
of  information  in  regard  to  the  subjects  of  which  his  history 
treats.  Of  most  of  the  events  which  he  has  recorded,  he  was  an 
eye-witness.  The  materials  which  compose  the  body  of  the 
work  lay  within  the  compass  of  his  own  personal  knowledge. 
The  particulars  which  he  communicates  respecting  Paul's  life 
and  labors  before  his  own  acquaintance  with  him,  he  could  have 
learned,  at  a  subsequent  period,  in  his  intercourse  with  that 
apostle.  His  extensive  journeyings  could  hardly  fail  to  have 
brought  him  into  connection  with  most  of  the  other  persons  who 
appear  as  actors  in  the  history.  Some  of  his  information  he 
derived,  no  doubt,  from  written  sources.  The  official  documents 
which  he  has  inserted  {15,  23  sq. ;  23,  26  sq.)  were  public,  and 
could  have  been  copied.  We  assume  nothing  at  variance  with 
the  habits  of  antiquity  in  supposing  that  the  more  extended  dis 
courses  and  speeches,  which  Luke  himself  did  not  hear,  may 
have  been  noted  down  by  others  at  the  time  of  their  delivery,  or 
soon  afterwards,  while  the  impression  made  by  them  was  still 
vivid.  If  the  writer  of  the  Acts  had  any  occasion  for  the  use  of 
such  reports,  his  travels  from  one  country  to  another  must  have 
given  him  access  to  the  persons  who  could  furnish  them.1 

1  Some  critics,  as  Schleiermacher,  Bleek,  De  Wette,  have  thrown  out  the  idea 
that  Luke  may  have  derived  those  parts  of  the  Acts  in  which  the  narrator  em- 
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We  are  to  recollect,  further,  that  the  declaration  which  Luke 
makes  at  the  commencement  of  his  Gospel  applies  equally  to  the 
Acts.  It  was  his  habit,  as  we  learn  there,  to  avail  himself  of 
every  possible  source  of  inquiry,  in  order  to  ascertain  the  certainty 
of  what  he  wrote.  With  such  opportunities  at  his  command,  and 
with  such  a  character  for  diligence  in  the  use  of  them,  the  writer 
of  the  Acts,  considered  simply  in  the  light  of  an  ordinary  histo 
rian  comes  before  us  with  every  title  to  confidence  which  can  be 
asserted  in  behalf  of  the  best  accredited  human  testimony. 

But  this  is  not  all.  We  have  not  only  every  reason  to  regard 
the  history  of  Luke  as  authentic,  because  he  wrote  it  with  such 
facilities  for  knowing  the  truth,  but  because  we  find  it  sustaining 
its  credit  under  the  severest  scrutiny  to  which  it  is  possible  that 
an  ancient  work  should  be  subjected. 

First.  This  history  has  been  confronted  with  the  Epistles  of 
the  New  Testament ;  and  it  has  been  shown  as  the  result,  that 
the  incidental  correspondences  between  them  and  the  Acts  are 
numerous  and  of  the  most  striking  kind.  They  are  such  as  pre 
clude  the  supposition  of  their  being  the  result  either  of  accident 
or  design.  It  is  impossible  to  account  for  them,  unless  we  admit 
that  the  transactions  which  Luke  records  really  took  place  in  the 
manner  that  he  has  related.  It  is  the  object  of  Paley's  Horse 
PaulinaB  to  develop  this  argument ;  and  the  demonstration  of  the 
truth  of  the  Acts,  and  of  the  New  Testament  in  general,  which 
he  has  furnished  in  that  work,  no  objector  has  ever  attempted  to 
refute. 

Secondly.  The  speeches  in  the  Acts  which  purport  to  have 
been  delivered  by  Peter,  Paul,  and  James,  have  been  compared 
with  the  known  productions  of  these  men ;  and  it  is  found  that 
they  exhibit  an  agreement  with  them,  in  point  of  thought  and 
expression,  which  the  supposition  of  their  common  origin  would 
lead  us  to  expect.  The  speeches  attributed  to  Peter  contain 
peculiar  phrases  and  ideas,  which  impart  a  characteristic  similar 
ity  to  them  as  compared  with  the  other  speeches,  and  which 
appear  again  in  his  Epistles,  but  in  no  other  portion  of  the  New 
Testament.  In  like  manner,  the  speeches  of  Paul  evince  an 
affinity  both  to  each  other  and  to  his  Epistles,  in  the  recurrence 
of  favorite  words,  modes  of  construction,  and  turns  of  thought, 
such  as  belong  to  no  other  writer.  We  have  but  one  address 

ploys  the  first  person  plural  from  a  history  of  Paul's  missionary  labors  written  by 
Timothy  ;  see  the  note  on  20,  6.  Among  the  writers  who  have  shown  the  unten- 
ableness  of  that  hypothesis,  are  Ebrard,  Kritik,  u.  s.  w.,  p.  732  sq. ;  Lekebusch, 
Composition,  u.  s.  w.,  p.  131  sq. ;  and  Davidson,  Introduction,  Vol.  II.  p.  9  sq. 
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from  James,  but  even  here  we  discover  striking  points  of  connec 
tion  with  the  Epistle  which  bears  his  name.  Occasion  will  be 
taken,  in  the  course  of  the  Commentary,  to  illustrate  this  pecu 
liar  feature  of  the  history. 

Thirdly.  We  have  a  decisive  test  of  the  trustworthiness  of 
Luke  in  the  consistency  of  his  statements  and  allusions  with  the 
information  which  contemporary  writers  have  given  us  respect 
ing  the  age  in  which  he  lived  and  wrote.  The  history  which  we 
read  in  the  Acts  connects  itself  at  numerous  points  with  the 
social  customs  of  different  and  distant  nations ;  with  the  fluctu 
ating  civil  affairs  of  the  Jews,  Greeks,  and  Romans ;  and  with 
geographical  or  political  divisions  and  arrangements,  which  were 
constantly  undergoing  some  change  or  modification.  Through 
all  these  circumstances,  which  underlie  Luke's  narrative  from 
commencement  to  end,  he  pursues  his  way  without  a  single 
instance  of  contradiction  or  collision.  Examples  of  the  most 
unstudied  harmony  with  the  complicated  relations  of  the  times 
present  themselves  at  every  step.  No  writer  who  was  conscious 
of  fabricating  his  story  would  have  hazarded  such  a  number  of 
minute  allusions,  since  they  increase  so  immensely  the  risk  of 
detection ;  and  still  less,  if  he  had  ventured  upon  it,  could  he 
have  introduced  them  so  skilfully  as  to  baffle  eveiy  attempt  to 
discover  a  single  well-founded  instance  of  ignorance  or  oversight. 
It  adds  to  the  force  of  the  argument  to  remark,  that  in  the  pages 
of  Luke  every  such  allusion  falls  from  him  entirely  without  effort 
or  parade.  It  never  strikes  the  reader  as  far-fetched  or  contrived. 
Every  incident,  every  observation,  flows  naturally  out  of  the  pro 
gress  of  the  narrative.  It  is  no  exaggeration  to  say,  that  the 
well-informed  reader,  who  will  study  carefully  the  book  of  the 
Acts,  and  compare  the  incidental  notices  to  be  found  on  almost 
every  page  with  the  geography  and  the  political  history  of  the 
times,  and  with  the  customs  of  the  different  countries  in  which 
the  scene  of  the  transactions  is  laid,  will  receive  an  impression  of 
the  writer's  fidelity  and  accuracy,  equal  to  that  of  the  most  forci 
ble  treatises  on  the  truth  of  Christianity. 

The  objections  which  sceptical  writers  have  urged  against  the 
authenticity  of  the  Acts  relate  chiefly  to  the  supernatural  charac 
ter  of  its  narrations.  It  does  not  belong  to  the  province  of  Bibli 
cal  criticism  to  reply  to  such  objections.  They  have  adduced 
also  a  few  instances  of  alleged  offence  against  history,  or  chron 
ology,  or  archeology ;  but  these  result  from  an  unnecessary  inter 
pretation.  We  may  understand  the  passages  which  are  said  to 
contain  the  inconsistency  in  a  different  manner,  and  thus  remove 
entirely  the  occasion  for  it 
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$  4.     OBJECT  AND  PLAN  OF  THE  BOOK. 

The  common  title  of  the  Acts  —  7rpa£eis  run/  aTroo-roAwi/ — is 
ancient,  but  is  supposed  generally  to  have  been  prefixed,  not  by 
the  author,  but  by  some  later  hand.  It  is  read  differently  in  dif 
ferent  manuscripts.  It  is  too  comprehensive  to  describe  accu 
rately  the  contents  of  the  book.  The  writer's  object,  if  we  are  to 
judge  of  it  from  what  he  has  performed,  must  have  been  to  fur 
nish  a  summary  history  of  the  origin,  gradual  increase,  and  ex 
tension  of  the  Christian  church,  through  the  instrumentality 
chiefly  of  the  apostles  Peter  and  Paul.  In  fact,  we  have  not  a 
complete  history,  but  a  compendium  merely  of  the  labors  of  these 
two  apostles,  who  were  most  active  in  their  efforts  to  advance 
the  gospel,  while  the  other  apostles  are  only  referred  to  or  named 
incidentally  in  connection  with  some  particular  occurrence.  It 
is  not  to  be  supposed  that  Luke  has  recorded  all  the  facts  which 
were  known  to  him  respecting  the  early  spread  of  Christianity. 
On  what  principle  he  proceeded  in  making  his  selection  from  the 
mass  of  materials  before  him,  we  cannot  decide  with  certainty. 
He  may  have  been  influenced  in  part  by  the  personal  relation 
which  he  sustained  to  the  individuals  introduced,  and  the  events 
described  by  him.  It  is  still  more  probable,  that  the  wants  of 
the  particular  class  of  readers  whom  he  had  in  view  may  have 
shaped,  more  or  less  consciously,  the  course  of  his  narrative  ;  and 
these  readers,  in  the  absence  of  any  surer  indication,  we  may 
consider  as  represented  by  Theophilus,  who  was,  in  all  proba 
bility,  a  convert  from  heathenism.  (See  note  on  1,  1.) 

In  writing  for  such  readers,  we  should  expect  that  Luke  would 
lean  towards  those  aspects  of  the  history  which  illustrated  the 
design  of  God  in  reference  to  the  heathen  ;  their  right  to  partici-r 
pate  in  the  blessings  of  the  gospel  without  submitting  to  the 
forms  of  Judaism  ;  the  conflict  of  opinion  which  preceded  the  full 
recognition  of  this  right,  and  the  success  more  particularly  of 
those  apostolic  labors  which  were  pefformed  in  behalf  of  heathen 
countries.  It  cannot  be  denied  that  the  contents  of  the  Acts 
exhibit  a  predilection  for  this  class  of  topicg ;  and  to  that  extent 
the  book  may  be  said  to  have  been  written  in  order  to  illustrate 
the  unrestricted  nature  of  the  blessings  of  the  gospel.  On  the 
other  hand,  it  should  be  observed  that  this  predilection  is  merely 
such  as  would  spring  naturally  from  the  writer's  almost  uncon 
scious  sympathy  with  his  Gentile  readers,  and  is  by  no  means  so 
marked  as  to  authorize  us,  according  to  the  view  of  some  writers, 
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to  impute  to  him  any  thing  like  a  formal  purpose  to  trace  the 
relation  of  Judaism  to  Christianity. 

In  accordance  with  this  trait  of  the  Acts  here  alluded  to,  we 
have  a  very  particular  account  of  the  manner  in  which  Peter  was 
freed  from  his  Jewish  scruples.  The  reception  of  the  first  hea 
then  converts  into  the  church  is  related  at  great  length.  The 
proceedings  of  the  council  at  Jerusalem,  with  reference  to  the 
question  whether  circumcision  should  be  permanent,  occupy  one 
of  the  leading  chapters  of  the  book.  And  the  individual  of  the 
apostles  who  preached  chiefly  to  the  Gentiles,  and  introduced 
the  gospel  most  extensively  into  heathen  countries,  is  the  one 
whom  the  writer  has  made  the  central  object  of  his  history,  and 
whose  course  of  labor  he  has  described  in  the  fullest  manner. 

Luke  has  pursued  no  formal  plan  in  the  arrangement  of  the 
Acts.  The  subject  of  his  history,  however,  divides  itself  natu 
rally  into  two  principal  parts.  The  first  part  treats  of  the  apos 
tolic  labors  of  Peter,  and  hence  particularly  of  the  spread  of 
Christianity  among  the  Jews,  occupying  the  first  twelve  chap 
ters  ;  the  second,  of  the  labors  of  Paul,  and  hence  the  promulga 
tion  of  the  gospel  in  Syria,  Asia  Minor,  Greece,  and  Rome,  occu 
pying  the  remaining  chapters.  But  the  book  contains  other 
topics  which  are  related  to  these  only  in  a  general  way.  The 
following  division  marks  out  to  view  the  different  sections  more 
distinctly.  1.  Outpouring  of  the  Spirit  on  the  day  of  Pentecost, 
and  the  antecedent  circumstances.  2.  Events  relating  to  the 
progress  of  the  gospel  in  Judea  and  Samaria.  3.  The  transition 
of  the  gospel  to  the  heathen,  in  the  conversion  of  Cornelius  and 
others.  4.  The  call  of  the  apostle  Paul,  and  his  first  missionary 
tour.  5.  The  apostolic  council  at  Jerusalem.  6.  The  second 
missionary  tour  of  Paul.  7.  His  third  missionary  tour,  and  his 
apprehension  at  Jerusalem.  8.  His  imprisonment  at  Csesarea, 
and  voyage  to  Rome. 

$  5.     TIME  AND  PLACE  OF  WRITING  THE  ACTS. 

The  time  when  the  Acts  was  written  could  not  have  been  far 
distant  from  that  of  .the  termination  of  Paul's  imprisonment  at 
Rome,  mentioned  at  the  close  of  the  history.  The  manner  in 
which  Luke  speaks  of  that  imprisonment  implies  clearly,  that,  at 
the  time  when  he  wrote,  the  apostle's  condition  had  changed ; 
that  he  was  no  longer  a  prisoner,  either  because  he  had  been  lib 
erated,  or  because  he  had  been  put  to  death. 

It  does  not  affect  the  present  question  whether  we  suppose 
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that  he  was  imprisoned  twice,  or  only  once  (see  note  on  28,  31). 
If  we  suppose  that  he  was  set  at  liherty,  we  have  then  a  most 
natural  explanation  of  the  abrupt  close  of  the  book,  in  the  fact 
that  Luke  published  it  just  at  the  time  of  the  apostle's  release ; 
or  so  soon  after  that  event,  that  the  interval  furnished  nothing 
new  which  he  deemed  it  important  to  add  to  the  history.  On  the 
other  hand,  if  we  suppose  that  Paul's  captivity  terminated  in  his 
martyrdom,  it  is  not  easy  to  account  for  the  writer's  silence  re 
specting  his  death,  except  on  the  ground  that  itwas  so  recent  and 
so  well  known  in  the  circle  of  his  readers,  that  they  did  not  need 
the  information.  Thus,  in  both  cases,  the  time  of  writing  the 
Acts  would  coincide  very  nearly  with  the  end  of  the  Roman  cap 
tivity  of  which  Luke  has  spoken. 

The  question  arises  now,  Do  we  know  the  time  when  that 
captivity  ended,  whether  it  may  have  been  by  acquittal  or  death. 
Here  we  must  depend  upon  the  surest  chronological  data  which 
exist,  though  it  is  not  pretended  that  they  are  certain.  Accord 
ing  to  a  computation  which  has  received  the  assent  of  most 
critics,  Paul  was  brought  as  a  prisoner  to  Rome  in  the  year  A.  D. 
61  or  62.  In  the  year  64.  folio  wed  the  conflagration  in  that  city, 
which  was  kindled  by  the  agency  of  Nero,  but  which,  for  the 
sake  of  averting  the  odium  of  the  act  from  himself,  he  charged 
on  the  Christians.  This  led  to  the  first  Christian  persecution,  so 
called,  which  is  mentioned  by  Tacitus  (Annal.  15.  44),  Suetonius 
(Ner.  16),  and  possibly  Juvenal  (Serm.  1.  146  sq.).  If  now  Paul 
was  set  at  liberty  after  his  confinement  of  two  years,  it  must  have 
been  just  before  the  commencement  of  Nero's  persecution,  that 
is,  in  the  year  A.  D.  63,  or  near  the  beginning  of  64.  But  if, 
according  to  the  other  supposition,  the  two  years  were  not  com 
pleted  until  the  persecution  commenced,  he  must,  in  all  probabil 
ity,  as  the  leader  of  the  Christian  sect,  have  soon  shared  the 
common  fate,  and  so  have  been  put  to  death  about  the  year  64. 
Hence  we  may  consider  this  date,  or  the  close  of  A.  D.  63,  as  not 
improbably  the  time  when  Luke  wrote,  or  at  least  published,  the 
Acts  of  the  Apostles. 

But  if  Luke  wrote  the  book  thus  near  the  expiration  of  the  two 
years  that  Paul  was  a  prisoner  at  Rome,  it  is  most  natural  to  con 
clude  that  he  wrote  it  in  that  city.  This  was  also  the  opinion  of 
many  of  the  early  Christian  fathers.  The  probability  of  this  con 
clusion  is  greatly  strengthened  by  the  fact,  that  Luke  makes  no 
mention  of  Paul's  liberation,  or  martyrdom,  as  the  case  may  have 
been.  At  Rome,  every  reader  of  the  apostle's  history  knew  of 
course  what  the  result  of  his  captivity  there  was ;  and  if  Luke 
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wrote  it  at  that  place,  the  absence  of  any  allusion  to  his  fate 
would  not  seem  to  be  so  very  surprising.  On  the  contrary,  if 
Luke  wrote  it  at  a  distance  from  the  scene  of  the  apostle's  cap 
tivity,  the  omission  would  be  much  more  extraordinary. 

$  6.     CHRONOLOGY  OF  THE  ACTS. 

The  subject  of  the  chronology  of  the  Acts  is  attended  still 
with  uncertainties,  which  no  efforts  of  critical  labor  have  been 
able  wholly  to  remove.  "  After  all  the  combinations,"  says 
Schott,1  "  which  the  ingenuity  of  scholars  has  enabled  them  to 
devise,  and  all  the  fulness  of  historical  learning  which  they  have 
applied  to  the  subject,  it  has  been  impossible  to  arrive  at  results 
which  are  satisfactory  in  all  respects."  The  source  of  the  diffi 
culty  is,  that  the  notations  of  time  are  for  the  most  part  entirely 
omitted ;  or,  if  they  occur  here  and  there,  are  contained  in  gen 
eral  and  indefinite  expressions.  We  must  content  ourselves, 
therefore,  with  endeavoring  to  fix  the  dates  of  a  few  leading 
events,  which  may  be  ascertained  with  most  certainty ;  and  must 
then  distribute  the  other  contents  of  the  book  with  reference  to 
these,  on  the  basis  of  such  incidental  intimations  as  may  be 
found  to  exist,  or  of  such  probable  calculations  as  we  may  be 
able  to  form. 

1.      The  Year  of  Paul* s  Conversion. 

The  date  of  this  event  is  very  uncertain  ;  but  an  attempt  has 
been  made  to  approximate  to  it  by  means  of  the  following  combi 
nation.  In  Gal.  1,  15-18,  it  is  stated  that  Paul  went  up  to  Jeru 
salem  from  Damascus  three  years  from  the  time  of  his  conver 
sion  ;  and  we  learn  from  2  Cor.  11,  32,  that  Damascus,  when 
Paul  made  his  escape  from  it  on  that  occasion,  was  in  the  hands 
of  Aretas,  king  of  Arabia.  As  this  city  belonged  to  the  Romans, 
it  is  remarkable  that  it  should  have  been,  just  at  that  time, 
wrested  from  them  ;  and  the  circumstances  under  \vhich  such  an 
event  took  place  must  have  been  peculiar.  It  is  conjectured  that 
a  juncture  like  this  may  have  led  to  that  occurrence.  Josephus 
relates  that  an  army  of  Herod  Antipas  had  been  defeated  about 
this  time  by  Aretas,  king  of  Arabia.  Upon  this,  the  Emperor 
Tiberius,  who  was  a  friend  and  ally  of  Herod,  directed  Vitellius, 
Roman  Governor  of  Syria,  to  collect  an  adequate  force,  and  to 

1  Erorterung  einiger  chronologischcn  Punkte  in  der  Lebensgeschichte  des 
Apestel  Paul,  §  1. 
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take  Aretas  prisoner,  or  slay  him  in  the  attempt.  Before  Vitel- 
lius  could  execute  this  order,  news  came  that  the  emperor  was 
dead,  and  as  a  consequence  of  this,  the  military  preparations  on 
foot  were  suspended.  This  sudden  respite  afforded  Aretas  an 
opportunity  to  march  upon  Damascus,  and  reduce  it  to  his  pos 
session.  The  city,  however,  supposing  him  to  have  become 
master  of  it,  could  not  have  remained  long  in  his  power.  We 
find  that  the  difficulties  with  Arabia  were  all  adjusted  in  the  first 
years  of  the  reign  of  Caligula,  the  successor  of  Tiberius,  i.  e. 
within  A.  D.  37-39 ;  and  the  policy  of  the  Romans  would  lead 
them,  of  course,  to  insist  on  the  restoration  of  so  important  a 
place  as  Damascus.  If  now  we  place  the  escape  of  Paul  in  the 
last  of  these  years  (so  as  to  afford  time  for  the  incidental  delays), 
and  deduct  the  three  years  during  which  he  had  been  absent 
from  Jerusalem,  we  obtain  A.  D.  36  as  the  probable  epoch  of  the 
apostle's  conversion.  It  is  in  favor  of  this  conclusion,  says  Nean- 
der,  that  it  gives  us  an  interval  neither  too  long  nor  too  short  for 
the  events  which  took  place  in  the  church  between  the  ascen 
sion  of  Christ  and  the  conversion  of  Paul.  Among  others  who 
fix  upon  the  same  year,  or  vary  from  it  but  one  or  two  years,  may 
be  mentioned  Eichhorn,  Hug,  Hemsen,  Schott,  Guericke,  Meyer, 
De  Wette,  Anger,1  Ebrard,  Alford,  Howson.2  This  date  deter 
mines  that  of  Stephen's  martyrdom,  which  took  place,  appa 
rently,  not  long  before  Paul's  conversion,  and  also  that  of  Paul's 
first  journey  to  Jerusalem,  and  his  subsequent  departure  to 
Tarsus. 

2.     The  Death  of  Herod  Agrippa. 

This  occurred  at  Csesarea  in  the  year  A.  D.  44.  The  state 
ments  of  Josephus  are  decisive  on  this  point.  He  says  that 
Agrippa,  who,  under  Caligula,  had  reigned  over  only  a  part  of 
Palestine,  received  the  entire  sovereignty  of  his  grandfather, 
Herod  tho  Great,  on  the  accession  of  Claudius,  viz.  in  the  year 
A.  D.  41  (Antt.  19.  5.  1);  and  further,  that  at  the  time  of  his 
death  he  had  completed  the  third  year  after  this  extension  of  his 
power  (Antt.  19.  8.  2).  This  date  fixes  the  position  of  several 
other  important  events ;  such  as  the  execution  of  James  the 
elder,  the  arrest  and  deliverance  of  Peter,  the  return  of  Paul  to 

1  De  tcmporum  in  Aetis  Apostolorum  ratione,  p.  121  sq. 

2  Wieseler   (Chronologie  des  Apostolischen   Zeitalters,  pp.  175-213)  assigns 
Paul's  conversion  to  A.  D.  40.     It  was  gratifying  to  me  to  h'lul  that,  with  this 
exception,  all  his  other  dates  agree  with  those  which  I  had  been  led  to  adopt 
before  consulting  his  able  treatise. 


24  INTRODUCTION. 

Antioch  from  his  second  visit  to  Jerusalem,  and  his  departure  on 
his  first  missionary  excursion. 

3.      The  Third  Journey  of  Paul  to  Jerusalem. 

In  Gal.  2,  1,  the  apostle  speaks  of  going  up  to  Jerusalem  after 
fourteen  years,  which  are  to  be  computed,  in  all  probability,  from 
the  time  of  his  conversion.  It  has  been  made  a  question, 
whether  this  journey  is  to  be  understood  as  the  second  or  third 
of  the  several  journeys  which  Paul  is  mentioned  in  the  Acts  as 
having  made  to  Jerusalem.  The  general  opinion  is,  that  it 
should  be  understood  of  the  third;  first,  because  the  object  of 
that  journey,  as  stated  in  15,  1  sq.,  coincides  exactly  with  that 
which  occasioned  the  one  mentioned  in  the  Epistle  to  the  Gala- 
tians ;  and,  secondly,  because  the  circumstances  which  are  de 
scribed  as  having  taken  place  in  connection  with  the  journey  in 
15,  1  sq.,  agree  so  entirely  with  those  related  in  the  Epistle.1 
Supposing,  then,  the  identity  of  the  two  journeys  to  be  estab 
lished,  we  add  the  fourteen  years  already  mentioned  to  the  date 
of  Paul's  conversion,  viz.  36,  and  we  have  A.  D.  50  as  the  year 
when  he  went  up  to  Jerusalem  the  third  time  after  he  had  be 
come  a  Christian.2  With  this  year  coincides  that  of  holding  the 
Council  at  Jerusalem.  Paul  departed  on  his  second  missionary 
tour  soon  after  his  return  to  Antioch  from  this  third  visit  to  Jeru 
salem  ;  and  hence  we  are  enabled  to  assign  that  second  tour  to 
the  year  A.  D.  51. 

4.      The  Procurator  ship  of  Felix. 

The  time  of  this  officer's  recall,  on  being  superseded  by  Fes- 
tus  (see  24,  27),  is  assigned  by  most  critics  to  the  year  A.  D.  60 
or  61.  The  names  of  both  these  men  are  well  known  in  secular 
history  ;  but  it  so  happens  that  we  meet  \vith  only  indirect  state 
ments  relating  to  the  point  which  concerns  us  here.  It  is  gen- 

1  The  reasons  for  this  conclusion  are  well  stated  by  Hemsen,  in  his  Der  Apos- 
tel  Paulus,  u.  s.  w.,  p.  52  sq.,  translated  by  the  writer  in  the  Christian  Review,  1841, 
p.  66  sq.     Dr.  Davidson  has  discussed  the  question  with  the  same  result  in  his 
Introduction,  Vol.  II.  pp.  112-122.     See,  also,  Conybeare  and  Howson,  Life  and 
Epistles   of  St.  Paul,  Vol.  I.  p.  539  sq.,  (2d  ed.)  and  Jowett  on  Galatians, 
p.  252. 

2  It  is  proper  to  apprise  the  reader  that  some  reckon  the  fourteen  years  in 
Gal.  2,  1,  from  the  apostle's  first  return  to  Jerusalem  (Gal.  1,  18) ;  and  in  that 
case  his  third  journey  to  that  city  would  be  dated  three  years  later.     But  few 
comparatively  adopt  this  view.     The  apostle's  conversion  is  the  governing  epoch, 
to  which  the  mind  of  the  reader  naturally  turns  back  from  Gal.  2,  1,  as  well  as 
from  Gal.  1,  18. 
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erally  agreed  that  these  statements  justify  the  following  opinion. 
It  is  certain  that  Felix  could  not  have  been  recalled  later  than 
the  year  62.  Josephus  states  (Antt.  20.  8.  9)  that  Felix,  soon 
after  his  return  to  Home,  was  accused  before  the  emperor,  by  a 
deputation  from  the  Jews  in  Palestine,  of  maladministration 
while  in  office,  and  that  he  would  have  been  condemned  had  it 
not  been  for  the  influence  of  his  brother  Pallas,  who  stood  high 
at  that  time  in  the  favor  of  Nero.  This  Pallas  now,  according  to 
Tacitus  (Ann.  14,  65),  was  poisoned  by  Nero  in  the  year  62. 
The  only  circumstance  which  impairs  the  certainty  of  this  con 
clusion  is  that  Tacitus  states  (Ann.  13.  14)  that  Pallas  had  lost 
the  favor  of  Nero  some  time  before  this,  and  had  been  entirely 
removed  from  public  business.  Hence  some  have  placed  the 
appointment  of  Festus  as  successor  of  Felix  several  years  earlier 
than  A.  D.  61.  But  there  is  reason  to  believe  that  the  disgrace  of 
which  Tacitus  speaks  may  have  been  only  temporary,  and  that 
Pallas  may  afterwards  have  recovered  his  influence  with  the  em 
peror.  Since  it  is  certain,  according  to  Tacitus  himself,  that  the 
death  of  this  favorite  did  not  occur  till  A.  D.  62,  it  can  be  more  easily 
supposed  that  Nero  was  again  reconciled  to  him  than  that  this 
revengeful  tyrant  should  have  suffered  him  to  live  several  years 
after  he  had  become  odious  to  him.  De  Wette,  Anger,  Meyer, 
Wieseler,  and  others,  admit  this  supposition,  under  the  circum 
stances  of  the  case,  to  be  entirely  natural. 

It  is  less  easy  to  fix  the  limit  on  the  other  side.  The  general 
belief  is  that  Festus  could  not  have  succeeded  Felix  earlier  than 
A.  D.  60  or61.  Josephus  relates  (Antt.  20.  8. 11)  that  Festus,  after 
having  entered  on  his  office,  permitted  a  deputation  of  the  Jews 
to  repair  to  Rome,  in  order  to  obtain  the  decision  of  Nero  in  a 
controversy  between  himself  and  them ;  and  that  Poppsea,  the 
wife '  of  Nero,  interceded  for  them,  and  enabled  them  to  gain 

1  Some,  as  Ncander,  Wieseler,  object  to  the  stricter  sense  of  yvrf]  in  the  pas 
sage  of  Josephus,  but  it  is  defended  by  Schrader,  Meyer,  and  others,  as  the  more 
obvious  sense,  whether  we  consider  the  historical  facts  or  the  usage  of  the  word. 
Neander  (Pflanzung,  u.  s.  w.  Vol.  I.  p.  493)  expresses  himself  with  much  hesitation 
respecting  this  date  of  the  succession  of  Felix  and  Festus.  It  is  important,  for 
the  purpose  of  laying  up  in  the  mind  a  connected  view  of  the  history,  to  settle 
upon  the  precise  years  as  nearly  as  possible ;  and  we  ought  not  to  deprive  our 
selves  of  this  advantage,  merely  because  some  of  the  conclusions,  or  the  grounds 
of  them,  cannot  be  placed  entirely  beyond  doubt.  It  is  admitted  that  of  the  dates 
proposed  in  the  above  scheme  of  chronology,  the  second  (that  of  Herod's  death) 
and  the  last  in  a  lower  degree  (that  of  Paul's  arrival  at  Rome)  are  the  only  ones 
that  can  be  brought  to  a  state  of  comparative  certainty.  In  regard  to  the  others, 
I  have  not  meant  to  claim  for  them  anything  more  than  the  character  of  an 
approximation  to  the  truth. 

4 


26  INTRODUCTION. 

their  object.  But  this  woman  did  not  become  the  wife  of  Nero 
until  the  year  62  (Tac.  Ann.  14.  49  ;  Suet.  Ner.  35)  ;  and  hence, 
as  Festus  must  have  been  in  Judea  some  time  before  this  diffi 
culty  with  the  Jews  arose,  and  as,  after  that,  some  time  must 
have  elapsed  before  the  case  could  be  decided  at  Rome,  Festus 
may  have  received  his  appointment  in  the  year  60  or  61.  The 
best  recent  authorities,  as  Winer,  De  Wette,  Anger,  Meyer, 
Wieseler,  adopt  one  or  the  other  of  these  years. 

We  reach  very  nearly  the  same  result  from  what  Josephus 
says  of  his  journey  to  Rome  in  behalf  of  the  Jewish  priests  whom 
Felix  had  sent  thither  for  trial  before  his  removal  from  office. 
He  informs  us  in  his  Life  ($3),  that  he  made  this  journey  in 
the  twenty-sixth  year  of  his  age,  and  as  he  was  born  in  the  first 
year  of  the  reign  of  Caligula,  i.  e.  A.  D.  37  (Life,  $  1),  he  visited 
Rome  on  this  occasion  about  63.  His  narrative,  without  being 
definite,  implies  that  Felix,  at  this  time,  had  not  only  been  re 
called,  but  must  have  left  Palestine  two  or  three  years  earlier 
than  this.  Festus  was  the  immediate  successor  of  Felix. 

It  is  the  more  important  to  settle  as  nearly  as  possible  some 
epoch  in  this  portion  of  the  apostle's  history,  since  there  would 
be  otherwise  so  much  uncertainty  as  to  the  mode  of  arranging 
the  events  in  the  long  interval  between  this  and  Paul's  third 
journey  to  Jerusalem.  Upon  this  date  depends  the  year  of  the 
apostle's  arrest  in  that  city  on  his  fifth  and  last  visit  thither, 
before  he  was  sent  to  Rome.  His  captivity  at  Caesarea,  which 
followed  that  arrest,  continued  two  years,  and  must  have  com 
menced  in  the  spring  of  A.  D.  58  or  59. 

5.      The  Arrival  of  Paul  in  Rome. 

The  extreme  limit  beyond  which  we  cannot  place  this  event 
may  be  regarded  as  certain.  It  could  not  have  been  later  than 
the  year  62  ;  for  after  64,  when  the  Christians  at  Rome  began  to 
be  persecuted  by  the  Roman  government,  their  situation  was 
such  that  the  apostle  could  not  have  remained  there  and  preached 
the  gospel  for  two  years  without  molestation,  as  stated  by  Luke 
at  the  end  of  the  Acts.  It  is  impossible  to  obtain  a  more  definite 
result  than  this  from  secular  history.1  But  the  date  in  question 
follows  as  a  deduction  from  the  one  considered  in  the  last  para 
graph.  It  is  evident  from  the  Acts,  that  Paul  proceeded  to  Rome 
almost  immediately  after  the  entrance  of  Festus  on  his  office  • 
and  if  this  took  place  in  A.  D.  60  or  61,  he  must  have  arrived  in 


1  Whether  this  result  is  confirmed  by  r«j5  o-TparoTreSa/Jx??  in  28,  16,  depends  on 
the  explanation  of  the  article  ;  see  the  note  on  that  passage. 
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Rome  early  in  the  spring  of  61  or  62.  Hence,  if  he  arrived  even 
in  A.  D.  62,  he  could  have  remained  two  years  in  captivity,  and 
then  have  regained  his  freedom  (if  we  adopt  that  opinion),  since 
Nero's  persecution  of  the  Christians  did  not  commence  till  the 
summer  of  A.  D.  64. 


§  7.     THE   CONTENTS  IN   CHRONOLOGICAL  ORDER. 

A.  D. 

33.  Ascension  of  Christ.  Appointment  of  Matthias  as  an  apos 
tle.  Outpouring  of  the  Spirit  at  Pentecost.  The  gift  of 
tongues  conferred.  Discourse  of  Peter.  Three  thousand 
are  converted.  —  Pilate,  under  whom  the  Saviour  was 
crucified,  is  still  procurator  of  Judea.  Tiberius  continues 
emperor  till  A.  D.  37. 

33-35.  Peter  and  John  heal  the  lame  man.  They  are  arraigned 
before  the  Sanhedrim,  and  forbidden  to  preach.  Death  of 
Ananias  and  Sapphira.  The  apostles  are  scourged.  Dea 
cons  appointed.  Apprehension  and  martyrdom  of  Stephen. 
Saul  makes  havoc  of  the  church. 

36.  Persecution  scatters  the  believers  at  Jerusalem.  Philip 
preaches  the  gospel  in  Samaria.  Hypocrisy  of  Simon  the 
Magian.  Baptism  of  the  Eunuch.  The  word  is  made 
known  in  Phosnicia,  Cyprus,  and  at  Antioch  in  Syria. 
Christ  appears  to  Saul  on  the  way  to  Damascus.  Con 
version  of  Paul. 

37-39.  Paul  spends  these  three  years  at  Damascus  and  in  Arabia. 
During  the  same  time  other  laborers  spread  the  gospel  in 
Judea,  Galilee,  and  along  the  coast  of  the  Mediterranean. 
—  Caligula  becomes  emperor  in  A.  D.  37. 

39.  Paul  escapes  from  Damascus,  and  goes  to  Jerusalem  for  the 
firs|  time  since  his  conversion.  Barnabas  introduces  him 
to  the  disciples.  He  remains  there  fifteen  days,  but  is 
persecuted  and  departs  thence  to  Tarsus. 

40-43.  During  this  period  Paul  preaches  in  Syria  and  Cilicia. 
Churches  are  gathered  there.  Barnabas  is  sent  to  search 
for  him,  and  conducts  him  to  Antioch.  In  the  mean  time 
Peter  visits  Joppa,  Lydda,  and  Ca3sarea.  Dorcas  is  re 
stored  to  life.  Cornelius  is  baptized.  Peter  defends  him 
self  for  visiting  the  heathen.  —  Claudius  becomes  emperor 
in  the  beginning  of  A.  D.  41.  On  his  accession  he  makes 
Herod  Agrippa  I.  king  over  all  Palestine. 
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44.  Paul   labors    "  a  whole   year "    with  Barnabas   at   Antioch 

Agabus  predicts  a  famine  in  Judea.  James  the  elder  is 
beheaded  at  Jerusalem.  Peter  is  cast  into  prison  ;  his  lib 
eration  and  flight.  — Jlerod  Agrippa  dies  at  Caesarea  in  the 
summer  of  this  year.  Judea  is  governed  again  by  pro 
curators. 

45.  Paul  goes  to  Jerusalem  the  second  time,  on  the  alms-errand, 

accompanied  by  Barnabas.  He  returns  to  Antioch,  and 
under  the  direction  of  the  Spirit,  is  set  apart  by  the  church 
to  the  missionary  work.  In  the  same  year,  probably,  he 
goes  forth  with  Barnabas  and  Mark  on  his  first  mission  to 
the  heathen. 

46.  47.  He  was  absent  on  this  tour  about  two  years.     He  pro 

ceeds  by  the  way  of  Seleucia  to  Salamis  and  Paphos  in 
Cyprus ;  at  the  latter  place  Sergius  Paulus  believes,  and 
Elymas  is  struck  blind.  Crossing  the  sea,  he  lands  at 
Perga,  where  John  Mark  abruptly  left  him.  He  preaches 
in  the  synagogue  at  Antioch.  Labors  with  success  at 
Iconium.  At  Lystra  he  is  about  to  be  worshipped  as  a 
god,  and  afterward  is  stoned.  Escapes  to  Derbe.  Re 
traces  his  way  to  Perga ;  sails  from  Attaleia  and  comes 
again  to  Antioch  in  Syria. 

48,  49.  Here  he  abode,  it  is  said,  "a  long  time."  We  may 
assign  these  two  years  to  that  residence.  He  extended 
his  labors,  no  doubt,  to  the  neighboring  regions. 

50.  Apostolic  council  at  Jerusalem.  Paul  makes  his  third  jour 
ney  to  that  city,  in  company  with  Barnabas  and  others,  as 
delegates  from  the  church  at  Antioch.  Returns  to  Antioch 
with  the  decrees.  Paul  and  Barnabas  separate. 

51-54.  The  apostle's  second  missionary  tour.  Silas,  Timothy, 
and  Luke  are  associated  with  him.  Paul  revisits  the 
churches  in  Syria  and  Cilicia.  Plants  the  churches  in 
Galatia,  At  Troas  he  embarks  for  Europe,  and,  among 
other  places,  visits  Philippi,  Thessalonica,  Berea,  Athens, 
Corinth.  In  this  last  city  he  remained  at  least  a  year  and 
a  half.  Labored  with  Aquila  at  tent-making.  Left  the 
synagogue  and  preached  to  Greeks.  He  is  arraigned  before 
Gallic.  In  this  city  Paul  wrote  the  First  and  Second 
Epistles  to  the  Thessalonians.1  In  the  spring,  probably, 

1  The  reasons  for  assigning  the  different  Epistles  to  the  times  and  places  men 
tioned  are  stated  in  the  body  of  the  Commentary. 
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of  A.  D.  54,  he  leaves  Corinth,  embarks  at  Cenchrea, 
touches  at  Ephesus,  lands  at  Caesarea,  and  from  there 
goes  for  the  fourth  time  to  Jerusalem,  and  thence  to  Anti- 
och.  We  may  allot  three  years,  or  three  and  a  half,  to 
this  journey.  —  Felix  became  procurator  of  Judea  in  A.  D. 
52.  In  A.  D.  53,  Claudius  bestowed  on  Herod  Agrippa 
II.,  the  former  tetrarchy  of  Philip  and  Lysanias,  with  the 
title  of  king.  In  A.  D.  54,  Nero  succeeded  Claudius  as 
emperor. 

54-57.  In  the  autumn  of  A.  D.  54,  according  to  some,  or  early  in 
A.  D.  55,  according  to  others,  Paul  entered  on  his  third 
missionary  tour.  He  goes  through  Galatia  and  Phrygia  to 
Ephesus,  where  he  spends  the  greater  part  of  the  next 
three  years.  Just  before  his  arrival,  Apollos  left  Ephesus 
for  Corinth.  Certain  disciples  of  John  are  baptized. 
Nearly  all  Asia  hears  the  Gospel.  The  Exorcists  defeated. 
An  uproar  at  Ephesus.  The  Asiarchs  befriend  Paul. 
During  this  sojourn  here,  Paul  wrote  the  Epistle  to  the 
Galatians,  and  the  First  Epistle  to  the  Corinthians. 
Within  the  same  time  he  made,  probably,  a  short  journey 
to  Corinth,  either  directly  across  the  ^Egean,  or  through 
Macedonia.  While  on  this  excursion,  some  suppose  that 
he  wrote  the  First  Epistle  to  Timothy,  and  after  his  return 
to  Ephesus,  that  to  Titus. 

58,  59.  In  the  spring  of  A.  D.  58,  or  perhaps  A.  D.  57  (if  this 
tour  began  in  54),  the  apostle  leaves  Ephesus,  and  pro 
ceeds  to  Macedonia,  \vhere  he  writes  his  Second  Epistle 
to  the  Corinthians.  He  spent  the  summer  in  that  region, 
and  travelled  probably  as  far  west  as  Ulyricum.  In  the 
autumn  or  early  winter  of  this  year,  he  arrives  at  Corinth, 
and  remains  there  three  months.  The  Jews  plot  his 
destruction.  At  this  time  he  wrote  the  Epistle  to  the 
Romans.  In  the  ensuing  spring,  he  returns  through 
Macedonia  to  Troas,  where  he  preached  and  "broke 
bread."  Miraculous  recovery  of  Eutychus.  At  Miletus 
he  addressed  the  Ephesian  elders.  Landing  at  Ptolemais, 
he  proceeded  to  Cassarea,  and  thence  to  Jerusalem,  which 
is  his  fifth  and  last  visit  to  that  city.  This  journey  occu 
pied  about  four  years. 

58  or  59.  At  Jerusalem  Paul  assumes  a  vow,  to  conciliate  the 
Jewish  believers.  He  is  seized  by  the  Jews  in  the  tem 
ple,  but  is  rescued  by  Lysias  the  chiliarch.  Speech  to 
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the  mob  from  the  stairs  of  the  castle.  His  Roman  citizen 
ship  saves  him  from  the  torture.  He  stands  before  the 
Sanhedrim  and  narrowly  escapes  with  his  life.  Forty 
Jews  conspire  against  him.  Lysias  sends  him  as  a  state- 
prisoner  to  Felix  at  Caesarea. 

59-61.  His  captivity  here  continues  two  years.  He  pleads  his 
cause  before  Felix,  who  detains  him  in  the  hope  of  a 
bribe.  The  Jews  renew  their  charge  against  him  before 
Festus.  Paul  is  compelled  to  appeal  to  Csesar.  He 
speaks  in  the  presence  of  king  Agrippa,  and  is  pronounced 
innocent.  —  Felix  was  superseded  by  Festus  in  A.  D.  60 
or  61. 

62-64.  In  the  autumn  of  A.  D.  60  or  61,  Paul  embarked  at 
Csesarea  for  Rome,  and  arrived  there  early  in  the  follow 
ing  spring.  He  remains  in  custody  two  years.  During 
this  period  he  wrote  the  Epistles  to  the  Ephesians,  Colos- 
sians,  Philippians,  Philemon,  and,  if  he  suffered  martyr 
dom  at  this  time,  the  Second  Epistle  to  Timothy,  just 
before  his  death.  The  Epistle  to  the  Hebrews  was 
written,  probably,  in  this  latter  part  of  the  apostle's  life. 
Most  of  those  who  maintain  that  Paul  was  imprisoned 
twice  at  Rome,  suppose  (the  correct  opinion,  as  it  seems 
to  me)  that  he  wrote  the  First  Epistle  to  Timothy,  and 
that  to  Titus,  in  the  interval  between  his  first  and  second 
captivity,  and  his  Second  Epistle  to  Timothy  in  the  near 
prospect  of  his  execution,  after  his  second  arrest. 
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FOR  THE  READER. 


THE  works  on  the  Greek  language  to  which  most  frequent  reference  has  been 
made,  are  the  following  :  — 

W.,  WINER'S  Grammatik  des  neutestamentlichen  Sprachidioms,  sixth  edition, 
1855  (the  divisions  in  the  English  Translation,  fourth  edition,  sometimes  differ). 

S.,  PROF.  STUART'S  Grammar  of  the  New  Testament  Dialect,  second  edition. 

K.,  KUEHNER'S  Greek  Grammar,  translated  by  Edwards  and  Taylor. 

C.,  CROSBY'S  Greek  Grcmrnir. 

B.,  BUTTMANN'S,  Robinson's  Translation. 

Mt.,  MATTHI^E'S,  third  edition  of  the  original,  or  Blomfield's  Translation. 

Green's  Gr.,  Grammar  of  the  N.  T.  Dialect  by  T.  S  GREEN  (London  1842). 

Bernh.  Synt.,  BERNHARDY'S  Wissenschaftliche  Syntax. 

Hart.  Partkl.,  HARTUNG'S  Lehre  von  den  Partikeln,  u.  s.  w. 

Kl.  Devr.,  DEVARIUS  de  Gr.  Ling.  Particulis  edidit  KLOTZ. 

Lob.  Phryn.,  Phrynichi  Eclogae  Nominum  edidit  LOBECK. 

Tittm.  Synm.,  TITTMANN  de  Synonymis  in  N-  Testamento. 

Pape  Lex.,  Handivorterbuch  der  Griechischen  Sprache,  von  DR.  W.  PAPB 
(Braunschweig  1842). 

K.  and  P.  Lex.,  Passoio,  Handworterbuch  der  Gr.  Sprache,  neu  bearbeitet,  u.  s.  w., 
von  DR.  HOST  und  DR.  PALM  (Leipzig  1841-57). 

Some  other  names,  especially  those  of  commentators  or  critics,  mentioned 
often,  as  well  as  titles  of  books  quoted  often,  have  been  abbreviated.  A  list  of 
such  contractions  will  be  found  at  the  end  of  the  volume. 
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CHAPTER  I. 

VERSES   1-3.     Relation  of  the  Acts  to  the  Gospel  of  Luke. 

V.  1.  /zei/,  sotitarium,  i.  e.,  without  any  following  Se.  This  omis 
sion,  which  occurs  in  the  best  writers,  is  very  common  in  this 
book;  see  v.  18;  3,  13;  19,4;  26,4,  etc.  K.  $  322.  K4;  W.  $ 
63. 1  2.  e.  The  writer  frames  the  clause  in  which  he  refers  to 
his  first  history  (ptv),  as  if  he  had  intended  to  add  here  (Se)  that 
he  would  now  relate  how  extensively  the  name  of  Jesus  had  been 
made  known,  and  by  what  means.  Being  led  by  the  allusion 
to  the  ascension  of  Christ  to  state  the  circumstances  of  that 
event,  he  drops  the  proposed  antithesis,  and  leaves  the  subject 
of  the  book  to  unfold  itself  from  the  course  of  the  narrative.  — 
irpom>v  stands  for  the  stricter  Trporepov,  like  the  interchange  of  first 
and  former  in  English;  comp.  John  1,  15,  30  ;  15,  18  ;  and  per 
haps  Luke  2,  2. — \6yov,  history,  as  in  Herod.  (6.  19),  and  thence 
onward. — 0co<£<Ae.  He  appears  from  Luke  1,  3  to  have  been  a 
man  of  rank,  since  /c/mTwrc,  when  prefixed  in  the  Acts  to  the  name 
of  a  person,  refers  not  to  character,  but  to  station ;  see  23,  26  ; 
24,  3 ;  26,  25.  From  the  fact  that  Luke  wrote  his  Gospel  con 
fessedly  for  Gentile  readers,  and  that  both  there  and  here  he  has 
uniformly  supplied  such" information  respecting  Jewish  customs 
and  places  as  they  would  need,  we  may  conclude  that  Theophilus 
belonged  to  that  class  of  readers,  and  that  he  was  not,  therefore, 
a  Jew,  or  a  resident  in  Palestine.  The  manner  in  which  the 
book  terminates  (see  Introduct,  p.  21),  favors  the  supposition 
fhat  he  may  have  lived  at  Rome,  or  in  Italy.  Some  have  urged 

5  (33) 
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it  as  an  argument  for  that  opinion,  that  Luke  has  merely  enu 
merated  the  names  of  places  in  Italy  as  if  his  readers  were  fa 
miliar  with  them  ;  but  the  proof  is  not  conclusive.  He  takes  for 
granted  a  similar  knowledge  of  the  geography  of  Asia  Minor  and 
Greece.  He  inserts  no  explanatory  notices  in  this  part  of  the 
history,  unless  we  are  to  except  16,  12  ;  27,  12.  —  wv  r/p£aro,  K.  r. 
X.,  ichich  Jesus  both  did  and  taught  from  the  beginning,  viz.  of  his 
career. —  <£i>  stands  by  attraction  for  a.  r/p£aro  carries  back  the 
mind  to  the  commencement  of  the  Saviour's  history,  and  is  equiv 
alent  in  sense  to  e£  apxrjs.  Hence  this  verb  marks  the  limit  of  the 
narrative  in  one  direction,  as  o^pi  ^s  ^/xepas  does  in  the  other. 
This  adverbial  sense  belongs  usually  to  the  participle  (Mt.  §  558), 
but  may  be  admitted  also  in  the  verb.  (Hmph.1  adopts  this  an 
alysis  in  his  2d  ed.)  It  gives  the  same  result,  though  less  directly, 
if  we  consider  the  expression  as  elliptical :  which  he  began  and 
proceeded  both  to  do,  etc. ;  comp.  v.  22 ;  Matt.  20,  8 ;  Luke  23,  5.  See 
W.  $  66.  1.  c.  Other  explanations  have  been  proposed.  Meyer 
finds  in  it  an  implied  contrast  between  the  labors  of  Christ  and 
those  of  the  apostles ;  he  laid  the  foundation  —  they  were  to  build 
upon  it  and  finish  what  he  began.  This  seems  to  me  far-fetched. 
(But  in  his  last  edition  Meyer  retracts  this  opinion,  and  says  justly 
that  'Ljo-ovs  with  that  contrastive  force  would  naturally  precede 
the  verb.)  Olshausen  thinks  that  Luke  intended  to  suggest  by 
T/p£<m>,  that  Christ  only  commenced  his  work  on  earth  —  that  he 
still  continues,  and  will  complete  it  in  heaven.  Baurngarten2  (p. 
8  sq.)  contends  for  the  same  view,  and  deduces  from  it  what  he 
supposes  to  be  Luke's  special  design  in  writing  the  Acts,  viz.  to 
represent  the  Saviour  after  his  ascension  as  still  acting  through 
the  apostles,  and  thus  carrying  forward,  by  their  agency,  the 
merely  incipient  labors  of  his  life  on  earth.  Of  course  this  ac 
tivity  of  Christ,  who  is  ever  present  with  his  people  (Matt.  28, 
20),  could  not  fail.to  be  recognized  in  the  history  (as  in  3,  26 ;  4, 
30;  19,  13;  etc.);  but  it  is  impossible  that  the  writer,  with  that 
object  in  view,  should  have  left  it  to  be  so  obscurely  intimated. 
This  alleged  contrast  between  Luke's  Gospel  as  simply  a  begin 
ning,  and  the  Acts  as  a  continuation  of  Christ's  personal  work,  so 
far  from  being  put  forward  with  prominence,  as  we  should  expect, 
is  not  distinctly  drawn  out  in  a  single  passage.  The  truth  is,  as 
Lekebusch  remarks  (Composition,  u.  s.  w.,  p.  203),  the  narrative 

1 A  Commentary  on  the  Acts  of  the  Apostles,  by  W.  G.  Humphry,  B.  D., 
late  Fellow  of  Trinity  College,  Cambridge,  etc.  (London  1854.) 

2  Die  Apostelgeschichte  oder  der  Entwickelungsgang  der  Kirche  von  Jerusalem 
bis  Rom,  von  M.  Baumgarten  (1852). 
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contains  no  hint  of  any  such  relation  of  the  two  histories  to  each 
other,  unless  this  be  found  in  rjp£aro ;  and  even  this  word,  as  we 
have  seen,  admits  much  more  naturally  of  a  different  explanation. 
A  caution  against  regarding  this  verb  as  superfluous  here,  or  in 
any  passage,  can  hardly  be  needed.  See  W.  $  65.  7.  d. 

V.  2.     fc  wtpas  =  rqs  ^/xepas  rj,  as  in  Matt.  24,  38  ;  Luke   1,  20. 

—  evreiAu/zevov,  I  understand,  with  Meyer  and  others,  as  referring 
to  Christ's  command  to  preach  the  Gospel  to  all  the  world,  as  re 
corded  in  Matt.  28,  19  ;  and  which,  from  its  memorable  character, 
Luke  could  assume  as  well  known  to  his  readers.     De  Wette 
supposes  it  to  be  the  command  in  v.  4  ;  but  we  have  then  an  un 
necessary  repetition  of  the   same  thing,  and,  contrary  to  the  nat 
ural  order,  the  allusion  first,  and  the  fuller  notice*  last.     Some 
have  proposed  to  extend  the  meaning  of  the  word  so  as  to  em 
brace  all  the  instructions  which  Christ  gave  to  the  apostles  in 
relation  to  their  future  work ;  but  the  term  is  too  specific  for  so 
general  an  idea,  and,  besides,  the  obvious  implication  is  that  the 
giving  of  the  command  was  something  almost  immediately  ante 
cedent  to  the  ascension.  —  Sio,  Tn/eu'/zaros  dyt'ov,  through  the  Holy 
Spirit,  his  influence,  guidance.    This  noun,  as  so  used,  may  omit 
the  article  or  receive  it,  at  the  option  of  the  writer,  since  it  has 
the  force  of  a  proper  name.     W.  $  19.  1.     See  also  Ellicot^s  note 
on   Gal.  4,  5.     These  words  attach  themselves  naturally  to  the 
participle  which  they  accompany,  and  it  is  forced,  as  well  as  un 
necessary,  to  connect  them  with  the  verb  in  the  next  clause. 
This  passage,  in  accordance  with  other  passages,  represents  the 
Saviour  as  having  been  endued  abundantly  with  the  influences 
of  the  Spirit,  and  as  having  acted  always  in  conformity  with  its 
dictates ;  see  10,  38 ;  Luke  4,  1  ;  John,  3,  34,  etc.     That  subjec 
tion  was  one  of  the  laws  of  his  dependent  nature.     That  he  re 
vealed  the  command  through  the  Holy  Spirit  cannot  be  meant,  for 
the  history  shows  that  he  gave  this  direction  to  them  in  person. 

—  o£<»  e£eAe'£aTo,  ichom  he  had  chosen.     The  aorist  stands  often  for 
our  pluperfect  after*a  relative  or  relative  expression.     W.  $  40.  5. 

—  av€\ri<f>9r),was  taken  up,  sc.  et?  rov  ovpavov;  comp.  Mark  16,  19; 
and  Luke  24,  51.     The  abbreviation  shows  how  accustomed  the 
early  disciples  were  to  recur  to  this  event. 

V.  3.  ots  KOL  Trape'crriycrev.  /cat  joins  Trapearrjcrev  to  ovs  e£eAe'£aro. 
The  persons  whom  Christ  had  selected  as  his  apostles  were  the 
same  to  whom  also  he  showed  himself,  etc.  Thus  they  not  only  re 
ceived  their  office  directly  from  Christ,  but  were  able  to  testify 
from  their  own  personal  knowledge  to  the  reality  of  his  resurrec 
tion;  comp.  2,  32,  and  3,  15.  See  note  on  v.  22.  —  /ouro,  TO 
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avrov,  after  he  had  suffered,  viz.  the  death  of  the  cross  ;  see  Heb. 
13,  12  ;  and  1  Pet  3,  18.  The  term  occurs  thus  absolutely  in  3, 
18  and  17,  3  ;  (comp.  also  26,  23),  and  is  a  striking  usage.  It 
arose  probably  out  of  the  impression  which  the  painful  nature  of 
Christ's  sufferings  had  made  on  the  first  disciples.  —  iv  TroXXots 
T€K/x^ptois,  in  many  proofs ;  or  if,  as  De  Wette  suggests,  the  idea 
of  the  verb  mingles  with  that  of  the  noun,  in  many  convincing 
manifestations.  rcK^piov  does  not  occur  elsewhere  in  the  New 
Testament,  and  is  a  very  expressive  term.  Plato  uses  it  to  de 
note  the  strongest  possible  logical  proof,  as  opposed  to  that  which 
is  weaker,  and  Aristotle  employs  it  to  signify  demonstrative  evi 
dence.  The  language  seems  to  show  that  the  first  Christians 
had  distinctly  revolved  the  question  whether  the  Saviour's  resur 
rection  was  real  or  not,  and  had  assured  themselves  of  its  reality 
by  evidence  which  did  not  admit  in  their  minds  of  the  shadow 
of  a  doubt.  'Our  "infallible  proofs"  (E.  V.  Gen.  V. :  infallible  to 
kens, —  both  founded  on  Beza's  certissimis  signis),  does  not  ex 
press  the  sense  too  strongly.  Compare  the  idea  with  1  John  ], 

I.  — 8t'  fj^epyv,  K.  r.  \.,  during  forty  days  appearing  to  them,  (as  in 
all  the  earlier  E.  Vv.),  i.  e.  from  time  to  time,  as  related  by  the 
Evangelists;  not  pass.,  seen  by  them  (E.  V.).     oTrravo/xevo?,  (not 
elsewhere  in  N.    T.),  agrees  best  as   middle,  with   the   active 
sense  of  the  other  verbs,  and  with   1    Kings  8,  8  (Sept.);  see 
Tromm's    Concord,    s.    v.      Wahl  (Clav.  Apocr.  s.  opdia)  should 
not  have  put  down  the  use  in   Tob.    12,   9,  as   certainly  pas 
sive.       Some  have  argued  too  positively  from  this  word,  that 
Christ  rose  from  the  grave  with  a  glorified  body.     It  represents 
his  appearing  to  the  disciples  perhaps  as  occasional  and  sudden 
(comp.  <io<£.$/7  in  7, 26)  ;  but  does  not  decide  whether  the  state  out 
of  which  he  appeared  was  a  spiritual  and  invisible  one,  or  merely 
some  place  of  retirement  after  a  temporary  absence.     The  Sav 
iour  had  accomplished  the  great  end  of  his  earthly  work,  when 
he  rose  from  the  dead,  and  after  that,  until  his  ascension,  appears 
to  have  mingled  only  at  times  with  his  followers.     Some  mys 
tery  rests,  no  doubt,  on  the  last  days  of  his  life  ;  but  the  idea 
that  he  possessed  a  spiritual  body  before  his  return  to  heaven, 
appears  to  me  irreconcilable  with  Luke  24,  39,  and  John  20,  27. 
See  the  article  on  our  Lord's  resurrection  body,  in  Bibl.  Sac.  'Vol. 

II.  p.  405  sq. 

VERSES  4.  5.      The  Promise  of  the  Saviour  to  send  the  Spirit. 

V.  4.     orwaAi£o/Aevo9,  sc.  auro??,  being  assembled,  (E.  V.),  as  men 
tioned  in  Luke  24,  49;   not  sc.  avrovs,  assembling  them  (Kuin. 
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Olsli.  and  earlier  E.  Vv.).  Nearly  all  the  later  critics  reject  the 
middle  sense  as  unproved.  —  Trcpi/xcVctv  TTJV  eVayyeXiav,  to  await  the 
promise,  its  fulfilment,  realization,  comp.  Gal.  3,  14  ;  not  eVayyeX- 
tai>  =  ro  eTrayyeXXo/xevov,  i.  e.  the  promised  Holy  Spirit  (Hob.  N.  T. 
Lex.),  which  is  less  congruous  with  the  following  verb.  See  "VV. 
$  34.  3.  It  is  said  to  be  the  promise  of  the  Father,  because  it 
was  foretold  in  the  Old  Testament  that  he  would  bestow  it.  See 
2,  16  ;  Joel  3,  1.  2.  — rjv  ^KouVare  pov,  which  you  heard  from  me,  as 
recorded  in  Luke  24,  49  ;  see  also  John  15,  26  ;  16,  13.  For  the 
verb  with  the  accusative  and  genitive,  see  K.  $  273.  R.  18  ;  W.  $ 
30.  7.  c.  The  style  of  discourse  changes  suddenly  from  the  in 
direct  to  the  direct,  as  in  17,  3  ;  23,  22,  and  often.  W.  $  63.  II. 
2.;  S.  $  196.  2. 

V.  5.  vSarc,  with  water  as  the  element  by  which,  lv  Tircv/xari 
dyia>,  in  the  Holy  Spirit,  as  the  element  in  which  the  baptism  is 
performed.  The  insertion  of  ev  may  be  slightly  localizing  with 
reference  to  a  copious  impartation  of  the  Spirit's  gifts  and  influ 
ences.  —  ov  //.era,  K.  T.  X.,  not  after  these  many  days,  after  not  many, 
a  few.  This  mode  of  inverting  the  signification  of  an  adjective 
is  frequent  in  Luke's  style.  If  this  assurance  was  given  on  the 
day  of  the  ascension,  only  ten  days  were  now  to  pass  before  the 
promised  effusion  of  the  Spirit  (comp.  v.  3,  with  2,  1.)  But  if,  as 
maintained  below,  we  are  to  distinguish  the  meeting  in  v.  4  from 
that  in  v.  6,  we  cannot  decide  exactly  how  long  the  interval  was, 
not  knowing  on  which  of  the  forty  days  (v.  3)  the  earlier  inter 
view  took  place,  ravra?,  being  the  pronoun  which  points  out 
what  is  near  at  hand  (CKCU/OS  what  is  more  remote),  represents 
the  days  as  closely  connected  with  the  present.  It  is  not  super 
fluous,  therefore,  but  strengthens  the  idea  of  the  brevity  of  the 
interval. 

VERSES  6—11.     His  Last  Intervieiv  with  tJie  Disciples,  and  His 
Ascension. 

V.  6.  01  p.lv  ovv  o-weX^oVre?,  They  therefore  (the  avrot?  in  v.  4) 
Jiaving  come  together  on  a  subsequent  occasion  (Calv.  Olsh.  E.  V. 
and  earlier  E.  Vv.  except  Wicl.  and  Rhem.)  ;  or  they  ivJio  came 
together  at  the  time  spoken  of  in  v.  4  (Vulg.  Mey.  DeWet.  Alf). 
I  incline  to  the  first  view,  because,  as  Olshausen  suggests,  Luke 
in  his  Gospel  (24,  49  as  compared  with  v.  50)  appears  to  assign 
the  direction  to  remain  at  Jerusalem  to  an  earlier  interview  than 
the  one  which  terminated  in  Christ's  ascension  (as  even  DeWette 
admits  in  his  Synop.  Evang.  p.  298),  and  because  crwcX^oKrcs 
when  understood  of  the  same  assembling  becomes  so  nearly  tail- 
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tological  after  trwaXt^o/xevos  in  v.  4.  ow  depends  naturally  on  v. 
3.  The  kingdom  of  God  having  been  the  subject  of  so  much  dis 
course  between  Christ  and  the  apostles,  they  therefore,  in  this  last 
interview,  asked  him,  etc.  Hence  no  necessary  inference  can  be 
drawn  from  this  particle  (as  Alf.  urges)  against  supposing  a  sepa 
ration  after  the  coming  together  in  v.  4.  —  et  ev  r<3  x/3wu>,  K.  r.  X. 
if  in  this  time  thou  dost  restore?  Their  inquiry  indicates  an  es 
tablished  faith  in  him  as  the  Messiah,  but  betrays  at  the  same 
time  an  expectation  that  his  kingdom  would  be  to  some  extent  a 
temporal  one ;  that  it  would  free  the  nation  from  their  depend 
ence  on  the  Romans,  and  restore  to  them  their  ancient  prosperity 
and  power.  This  worldly  view  may  have  been  the  preponderant 
one  in  the  question,  which  they  ask, 'though  we  are  to  suppose, 
of  course,  that,  after  having  been  so  long  associated  with  Christ, 
they  had  far  more  intelligent  views  respecting  the  spiritual  nature 
of  the  Messiah's  mission  than  the  great  mass  of  the  Jews  enter 
tained.  «  introduces  a  direct  question,  which  is  contrary  to  class 
ical  usage,  though  not  uncommon  in  the  New  Testament  and  the 
Septuagint.  K.  §  344.  5.  i. ;  W.  $  57.  2.  Originally  EI  may  have 
involved  a  suppressed  thought  in  such  cases  :  saying  we  desire 
to  know  if,  etc.  See  Meyer  on  Matt.  12,  10.  aTro/ca^icrraveis  is 
present  for  an  immediate  future.  W.  §  40.  2  ;  K.  §  255.  K  4. 

V.  7.  ^oVovs  ij  KaLpovs,  times  or  occasions.  See  Tittm.  de  Sy- 
non.  N.  T.  p.  39.  It  is  one  thing  to  know  the  general  period  of 
an  event ;  another,  to  know  the  precise  time  of  its  occurrence.  — 
o£s  ....  c^ovcria,  which  the  Father  arranged,  or  fxed  in  his  own 
power,  i.  e.  in  the  sovereign  exercise  of  it;  comp.  Matt.  21,  23 
(DeWet.  Mey.  Hmph.).  The  implied  inference  is,  that  he  may 
be  expected  to  reserve  the  knowledge  of  such  decisions  to  him 
self.  All  the  E.  Vv.  (as  far  as  I  know)  render  hath  put  (defended 
also  by  Alf.  as  =  hath  kept).  The  perfect  would  be  the  more 
obvious  form  with  that  meaning,  though  the  aorist,  put,  placed, 
may  imply  the  same.  The  question  of  the  disciples,  as  Bengel 
observes,  relates  merely  to  the  time  when  Christ  would  establish 
his  kingdom ;  and  his  answer,  as  here  given,  he  confines  to  the 
same  point.  Their  remaining  misconceptions  as  to  the  nature  of 
that  kingdom  were  soon  to  be  removed  more  effectually  than  by 
any  formal  instruction. 

V.  8.  uAAa  marks  the  opposition  between  what  was  denied  to 
the  disciples  on  the  one  hand,  and  what  was  to  be  granted  to 
them  on  the  other.  —  SvVa/xu/,  efficiency,  i.  e.  every  needful  qualifi 
cation  to  render  them  efficient  in  their  apostolic  sphere  ;  see  Luke 
24,  49.  The  power  of  working  miracles  is  included,  but  does  not 
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exhaust  the  idea.  —  orcX&Wos  ....  e<£'  v/xas.  This  clause  desig 
nates  the  time  when  they  should  receive  this  power,  as  well  as 
the  source  of  it.  The  construction  is  that  of  the  genitive  abso 
lute.  The  dependence  of  Tn/cvftaros  on  SiW/uv  (we  miss  the  arti 
cle  in  that  case)  is  less  easy,  but  is  preferred  by  some.  —  Read 
fioC  for  e/zot  after  eo-eo-^e.  —  cVxarou,  sc.  ptpovs.  Compare  the  lan 
guage  here  with  Matt.  28,  19;  Mark  16,  15.  It  is  impossible 
that  the  disciples  should  not  have  understood  from  it  that  their 
sphere  of  labor  was  to  be  coextensive  with  the  world.  See  the 
remarks  on  2,  39.  The  foregoing  conversation  may  have  taken 
place  on  Olivet  (see  v.  12),  or  during  the  walk  thither. 

V.  9.  ravra  ciVaV,  saying  these  things,  and  still  others  (Luke  24, 
51).  His  last  accents  were  those  of  love  and  benediction.  — 
cTTypSrj,  was  taken  up,  i.  e.  into  the  air,  not  yet  into  heaven,  on  ac 
count  of  the  next  verb  ;  hence  different,  also,  from  dveXry^^  in  v. 
2,  which  represents  the  act  as  completed.  —  u7re'A.a/3a/,  received  up, 
(lit.  under,  with  the  cloud  as  it  were  beneath  him),  and  at  the 
same  time  by  a  pregnant  construction,  away,  hence  followed  by 
cbrd.  See  W.  $  66.  2.  This  verb  describes  the  close  of  the 
scene,  as  far  as  it  was  visible  to  the  spectators. 

V.  1  0.  a)?  drevt^ovTes,  K.  r.  A.,  as  they  were  gazing  towards  heaven. 
This  compound  imperfect  is  stronger  than  the  simple,  both  as  to 
the  duration  of  the  act,  and  the  prominence  given  to  it.  The 
student  should  note  this  usage  ;  though  not  rare  in  the  classics,  it 
is  still  more  common  in  the  New  Testament.  See  Green's  Gr. 
p.  103.  K.  $  238.  R.  7.  Kuinoel  refers  eis  rbv  ovpavov  to  Tropev- 
opevov,  which  separates  the  words  from  their  natural  connection* 
and  leaves  drevt^oi/Tes  without  any  indirect  object,  as  in  3,  4.  12  ; 
14,  9,  and  elsewhere.  —  /cat  I8ov,  then  behold,  =  nsni  ;  comp.  Matt. 
9,  10  ;  Luke  2,  15  ;  24,  4.  This  Hebraistic  use  of  /cat  in  the  apodo- 
sis  of  a  sentence,  after  an  expression  or  idea  of  time,  is  frequent 
in  the  New  Testament.  See  Brud.  Gr.  Concord,  p.  456  ;  W.  $ 
53.  3.  f.  —  oVSpe?,  men  in  form,  really  angels  ;  see  Mark  16,  5; 
Luke  24,  4.  —  Trapeio-TTy/ceto-av,  were  standing  while  the  disciples 
gazed  ;  pluperf.  =  imperf.  in  this  verb. 

V.  11.  ot  /cat  €i7rov,  who  also  said  as  well  as  appeared  to  them; 
see  on  v.  3.  —  rt  eV-nj/care,  /c.  r.  A.,  why  stand  ye,  etc.  The  precise 
import  of  this  address  of  the  angels  is  not  certain.  As  compared 
with  such  passages  as  Luke  24,  5.  25.  26,  and  others,  it  may  sug 
gest  that  the  apostles  should  have  been  prepared  in  some  meas 
ure  for  the  event  which  had  filled  them  with  such  astonishment. 
They  had  been  distinctly  apprized  by  Christ  (see  John  6,  62  ;  20, 
17)  that  he  must  ascend  again  to  God  from  whom  he  came  ;  and 
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the  wonders  which  they  had  seen  in  their  intercourse  with  him 
should  have  diminished  their  surprise  at  what  had  taken  place. 
The  inquiry,  as  so  understood,  leads  naturally  to  the  announce 
ment  which  follows.  It  should  abate  the  astonishment  of  the 
disciples  at  what  had  taken  place,  to  know  that  it  was  not  the 
only  event  of  the  kind  which  was  to  enter  into  the  history  of  the 
Saviour ;  he  whom  they  had  seen  ascend  into  heaven  was  destined 
to  come  again  in  like  manner.  According  to  Calvin,  the  disciples 
linger  on  the  spot,  distressed  at  the  Saviour's  sudden  departure 
from  them,  and  still  gazing  upward,  not  without  a  hope  that  pos 
sibly  he  might  reappear.  The  address  of  the  angels  reproves 
them  for  this  expectation,  and  at  the  same  time  consoles  them 
with  the  assurance  of  his  return  at  some  future  time.  Meyer's 
view  is  nearly  the  same.  —  ov  Tpo-n-ov,  in  what  manner,  i.  e.  visibly, 
and  in  the  air  (Bng.  DeWet.  Mey.  Olsh.).  The  expression  is 
never  employed  to  affirm  merely  the  certainty  of  one  event  as 
compared  with  another.  The  assertion,  that  the  meaning  is 
simply,  that,  as  Christ  had  departed,  so  also  he  would  return,  is 
contradicted  by  every  passage  in  which  the  phrase  occurs ;  see 
7,  28  ;  Matt.  23,  37  ;  Luke  13,  34 ;  2  Tim.  3,  8. 

VERSES  12-14.     Return  of  the  Disciples  to  Jerusalem. 

V.  12.  OLTTO  opov?,  K.  r.  X.,  from  the  mount  (definite  from  the  an 
nexed  clause,  though  TOV  could  be  used ;  see  Luke  19,  29)  which  is 
called  Olivet.  We  are  indebted  for  this  beautiful  name  to  the 
Latin  Olivetum  (in  Vulg.),  i.  e.  a  place  set  with  olives,  hence  the 
exact  import  of  eAattov.  This  word  is  so  accentuated  also  by  Lchm. 
Tsch.  Mey.,  even  in  Luke  19,  29,  and  21,  37,  instead  of 
in  the  common  editions.  In  Matt.  21,  1,  we  have  opos  TWV 
mount  of  the  olives.  Josephus  employs  the  designation  which  oc 
curs  here  in  Antt.  7.  9.  2.  Olive  trees  still  grow  on  the  mount  of 
ascension,  and  thus  vindicate  the  propriety  of  the  ancient  name. 
On  their  return  to  Jerusalem  the  disciples  must  have  passed  Geth- 
semane.  What  new  thoughts  would  crowd  upon  their  minds  as 
they  gazed  at  the  spot  after  the  scene  just  witnessed !  —  e^ov, 
having,  amounting  to  ;  not  =  a.iri^ovy  distant,  as  often  repre 
sented.  A  Sabbath  day's  journey  was  the  distance  —  about  three 
quarters  of  a  mile  —  to  which  "  the  traditions  of  the  elders  "  re 
stricted  the  Jews  in  travelling  on  the  Sabbath.  In  Luke  24,  50. 
51,  it  is  said  that  our  Saviour  led  the  disciples  as  far  as  to  Beth 
any,  and  that  there,  while  in  the  act  of  blessing  them,  he  was 
parted  from  them  and  carried  up  into  heaven.  It  was  at  Bethany; 
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therefore,  or  in  the  vicinity  of  Bethany,  that  the  ascension  took 
place.  That  account  is  entirely  consistent  with  this.  Bethany 
was  on  the  eastern  declivity  of  the  Mount  of  Olives ;  and,  as  ap 
pears  from  Mark  11,  1,  and  Luke  19,  29,  was  reckoned  as  a  part 
of  it ;  so  that  the  disciples,  in  returning  from  that  place  to  the 
city,  took  their  way  naturally  across  the  mountain.  See  Rob. 
Bibl.  Res.  Vol.  II.  p.  100  ;  or  p.  431  in  ed.  of  1856.  Luke  speci 
fies  here  the  distance  of  Olivet  from  the  city,  instead  of  that  of 
Bethany,  which  was  about  two  miles  (comp.  John  11, 18),  because 
the  former  was  better  known  to  most  of  his  readers,  and  conveyed 
a  sufficiently  definite  idea  of  the  scene  of  the  ascension. 

V.  13.  elsrjXSov,  had  entered  (tense  as  in  v.  2)  into  the  city 
probably,  not  the  house.  What  precedes  suggests  the  place, 
rather  than  what  follows.  —  ets  TO  vTrepuov,  into  the  upper  room  of 
some  private  house,  not  of  the  temple.  The  opinion  that  it 
was  the  latter  some  have  supposed  to  be4  required  by  Luke 
24,  53.  But  StaTravTo's,  as  used  there,  need  not  signify  any  thing 
more  than  a  frequent  resort;  they  were  in  the  temple  always 
on  the  occasions  when  men  in  their  state  of  mind  would  natur 
ally  repair  thither;  see  2,  46 ;  Luke  2,  37.  Even  DeWette  allows 
that  the  passages  involve  no  discrepancy.  As  the  disciples  must 
have  been  well  known  as  the  followers  of  Christ,  we  cannot 
well  suppose  that  the  Jewish  rulers  would  have  allowed  them  to 
occupy  an  apartment  in  the  temple.  The  upper  room,  either 
directly  under  the  flat  roof,  or  upon  it  with  a  roof  of  its  own,  was 
retired,  and  hence  convenient  for  private  or  social  worship.  The 
Hebrews  were  accustomed  to  use  it  for  such  purposes  ;  see  20, 
8,  and  Dan.  6,  10  (Sept.).  Travellers  describe  such  rooms  at  the 
present  day  as  airy  and  spacious.  See  Bibl.  Res.  Vol.  II.  p.  229 
ed.  1856.  On  the  formation  of  vrrepwov,  see  W.  $  16.  2.  —  ov  rjo-av 
Kara/xeVovres,  where  were  abiding;  weakened  in  E.  V.  (abode),  &s  if 
it  were  the  simple  imp  erf. ;  see  on  v.  10.  We  could  understand 
this  of  constant  residence,  but  more  naturally  here  of  frequent  re 
sort  for  religious  conference  and  prayer  (DeWet.).  —  'la/cco/Sos 
'A\(f>aiov,  sc.  vl6<s,  James  the  son  of  Alphceus ;  but  after  'lot'Sas  we 
supply  aSeA<£os,  Judas  the  brother  of  James  (see  Jude,  v.  1).  The 
nature  of  the  relationship  in  such  a  case  is  not  determined  by  the 
construction,  but  is  left  to  the  knowledge  of  the  reader.  AV.  $ 
30.  3;  C.  $  389.  —  6  ^Wrfc  ==  Kavavmjs  in  Matt.  10,  4,  from  the 
Hebrew  sc^.  He  is  supposed  to-  have  received  this  epithet 
on  account  of  his  former  zeal  as  a  supporter  of  Judaism.  As 
there  was  another  Simon  among  the  apostles,  he  appears  to  have 
retained  the  name  after  he  became  a  disciple,  as  a  means  of  dis- 
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tinction,  though  it  had  now  ceased  to  mark  the  trait  of  character 
from  which  it  arose.  It  has  been  said,  that  he  took  the  appella 
tion  from  his  having  belonged  to  a  political  sect  known  as  the 
zealots,  who  are  mentioned  by  Josephus ;  but  the  party  distin 
guished  by  that  name  in  Jewish  history  did  not  appear  till  a  later 
period. 

V.  14.  6//,o5tyxaSoV,  with  one  mind.  The  term  characterizes  the 
entire  harmony  of  their  views  and  feelings ;  comp.  Eom.  15,  6. 
—  Trj  TTpoo-evxfj,  unto  the  (work  of)  prayer,  where  rfj  points  out  that 
as  the  appropriate  way  in  which  they  were  occupied,  /cat  rfj 
Serjcm,  the  best  editors  regard  as  an  addition  to  the  text.  It  serves 
merely  to  strengthen  the  expression  ;  comp.  Phil.  4,  6.  —  o-w 
yvvau^L,  with  women.  Among  them  may  have  been  those  who  fol 
lowed  Christ  from  Galilee  ;  see  Luke  23,  55  ;  24,  10.  It  is  incor 
rect  to  suppose  that  they  are  meant  exclusively.  The  absence 
of  the  article  forbids  that  restriction.  —  /cat  Mapia,  and  (among 
them  especially)  Mary.  KO.I  combines  often  a  part  with  its  whole 
for  the  sake  of  prominence.  This  is  the  last  time  that  the  mother 
of  Jesus  is  named  in  the  New  Testament.  —  dScA^ois  avrov  may 
mean  his  brethren  in  a  strict  sense,  or  more  generally,  his  kins 
men,  relatives.  The  same  question  arises  in  regard  to  Matt.  13, 
55,  though  the  closer  relationship  there,  as  well  as  here,  is  the 
more  obvious  one,  and  finds  very  strong  support  from  Matt.  1,  25. 
The  brethren  of  Jesus  had  not  believed  on  him  at  first  (see  John 
7,  5)  ;  but  we  discover  here  that  they  had  now  joined  the  circle 
of  his  followers. 

VERSES  15-22.     The  Address  of  Peter  on  the  choice  of  a  new 

Apostle. 

V.  15.  ev  rat?  ^/xepats  rawats  is  indefinite  as  a  notation  of  time. 
The  same  language  in  Matt.  3,  1,  marks  an  interval  of  thirty 
years;  comp.  also  Exod.  2,  11.  Here  a  short  time  only  could 
have  elapsed,  as  the  ascension  of  Christ  forms  the  limit  on  one 
side,  and  the  day  of  Pentecost  on  the  other.  —  re.  It  is  Avorth 
remarking,  that  this  particle  rarely  occurs  in  the  New  Testament, 
out  of  the  Acts  and  the  writings  of  Paul.  —  wo/mron/  =  dv^pwTrwv, 
as  in  Pvev.  3,  4 ;  11,  13.  The  term  may  have  acquired  this  sense 
from  the  practice  of  taking  the  census  by  registration  or  enrol 
ment,  inasmuch  as  the  names  on  such  a  record  are  equivalent  to 
persons.  —  e?rt  TO  avro,  lit.  unto  the  same  place,  implying  an  antece 
dent  motion.  It  means,  not  that  they  were  so  many  collectively, 
but  that  so  many  came  together  at  this  time ;  see  2,  1  ;  3,  1 ;  1 
Cor.  1 1,  20 ;  14,  23.  —  tKarov  CIKOCTU/.  We  are  to  understand  these 
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hundred  and  twenty  as  the  number  of  the  disciples  at  Jerusalem, 
not  as  the  entire  number  of  those  who  had  believed ;  see  1  Cor. 
15,  6. 

V.  16.  aySpes  is  not  superfluous,  but  renders  the  address  more 
respectful.  It  is  a  compliment  to  be  recognized  as  men  ;  see  2, 
29  ;  37  ;  7,  2  ;  13,  15,  and  often.  —  eS«,  ivas  necessary.  The  tense 
is  past,  because  the  speaker  has  his  mind  on  the  part  of  the  pre 
diction  already  accomplished.  —  Tavrrjv  refers  to  the  double  cita 
tion  in  v.  20.  The  parenthetic  character  of  vs.  18.  19,  accounts 
for  the  distance  of  the  antecedent,  which  in  this  case  follows  the 
pronoun.  See  K.  $  332.  8.  —  yv  TrpoeiTre,  K.  r.  A..,  which  the  Holy 
Spirit  spake  beforehand,  etc.  We  have  a  similar  testimony  to  the 
inspiration  of  the  Scriptures  from  the  same  apostle  in  2  Pet.  1, 
21.  —  7re/ut  'loi'Sa  belongs  both  by  position  and  construction  to 
TTpoetTre,  not  to  ir\f)pa)$Tiva.i.  iy  or  eVt  would  have  followed  the  lat 
ter  verb.  —  rov  yevojaevov  obrryov,  ivho  became  (not  was,  E.  V.)  guide, 
who  acted  so  base  a  part,  though  professedly  a  friend.  See 
Matt.  26,  47 ;  John  18,  2  sq. 

V.  17.  Here  the  second  passage  in  v.  20  was  before  the 
speaker's  mind.  That  passage  contemplates  the  case  of  an  office 
transferred  from  one  person  to  another ;  and  since  forfeiture  im 
plies  previous  possession,  it  is  the  object  of  on  .  .  .  .  lv  rjfuv  to 
remind  us  that  Judas  had  fulfilled  that  condition  of  the  passage : 
for  he  icas  numbered  among  us,  i.  e.  the  apostles.  For  that  limit 
ation  of  rj^v,  see  the  next  clause,  and  also  v.  26.  The  full  con 
nection,  therefore,  is  this :  The  prophecy  speaks  of  an  CTTIO-KOTTT/ 
which  another  shall  take  ;  Judas  held  such  an  office,  for  he  was 
numbered,  etc.,  so  that  the  words  *apply  to  him.  To  render  on, 
although  (Hmph.),  is  not  allowable.  —  rov  K\r)pov  ....  Tcu/n??,  the 
lot,  or  office,  of  this  ministry  which  we  ppssess,  i.  e.  the  apostle- 
ship,  comp.  Rom.  11,  13.  xK^pov  loses  often  its  figurative  sense, 
so  as  to  denote  a  possession  without  any  reference  to  the  mode 
of  its  attainment.  Our  word  clergy  comes  from  this  term,  being 
founded  on  the  idea  of  the  order  as  one  divinely  appointed. 

V.  1 6.  This  verse  and  the  next  are  considered  by  most  critics 
as  an  explanatory  remark  of  Luke  (Calv.  Kuin.  Olsh.  Hmph.), 
not  as  a  part  of  Peter's  address.  The  reader  might  need  this 
information,  but  those  who  listened  to  the  apostle  may  be  sup 
posed  to  have  been  familiar  with  the  fate  of  Judas.  It  is  evident 
that  wore  K\i}^r\vaji  ....  cu/za-ros,  though  appropriate  to  the  history, 
could  hardly  have  belonged  to  the  discourse,  ydp  in  v.  20  appears 
to  demand  this  view  of  the  intervening  verses,  /ztv  ovv  does  not 
forbid  this  supposition  (Alf.)  ;  since  Luke  certainly  could  adjust 
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his  own  words  to  the  context,  as  well  as  those  of  Peter,  reported 
by  him.    Some  such  horrible  end  of  the  traitor  was  to  be  inferred 
(ovv,  therefore)  from  the  ypa^v  ravrrjv  (see  on  v.  20) ;  and  it  was 
not  at  all  unnatural  that  Luke  should  interrupt  the  speech  at  this 
point,  and  inform  us  how  remarkably  the  death  of  Judas  agreed 
with  this  prediction.     Further,  it  is  strange  that  the  citation  in  v. 
20  should  be  kept  back  so  long  after  Tavrrjv  in  v.  1 6,  except  on  the 
view  that  Luke  inserted  what  intervenes.     Bengel  restricts  the 
parenthesis  to  the  explanation  respecting  Aceldama.     /xeV  stands 
alone,  as  in  v.  1.  —  e/cTTJo-aro,  purchased,  or  caused  to  be  purchased, 
gave  occasion  for  it,  i.  e.  it  was  in  consequence  of  his  act,  and 
with  the  money  gained  by  his  treachery,  that  the  field  was  pur 
chased,  as  related  in  Matt.  27,  6  sq.     The  great  body  of  critics 
adopt  this   view  of  the   meaning    (Bez.    Bretsch.    Kuin.    Frtz. 
Thol.1  Olsh.  Ebr.  Mey.  Rob.).     This  briefer  mode  of  expression 
is  common  in  every  language,  and  may  be  employed  without 
obscurity  where  the  reader  is  presumed  to  be  familiar  with  the 
facts  in  the  case,  or  when  the  nature  of  the  act  itself  suggests 
the  proper  modification.     The  following  are  analogous  examples 
in  the  New  Testament.     Matt.  27,  60  ;  "  And  Joseph  laid  the 
body  of  Christ  in  his  own  new  tomb,  which  he  had  hewn  out  in 
a  rock,"  i.  e.  caused  to  be  hewn  out  for  him ;  John  4,  1  :  "  And 
when  the  Lord  knew  that  the  Pharisees  heard  that  Jesus  made 
more  disciples  than  John,"  i.  e.  through  his  disciples ;  for  he  him 
self  baptized  not.     See  further,  7,  21;   16,  22;  Matt.  2,   16;  1 
Cor.  7,  16  ;  1  Tim.  4,  16,  etc.    These  cases  are  plain  ;  and  no  one 
refuses  to  admit  the  causative  sense  (not  directly  expressed,  but 
implied)  which  belongs  to  the  f  erb  in  such  passages.     The  prin 
ciple  which  this  mode  of  speaking  involves,  the  law  recognizes 
even  m  regard  to  action^  in  its  well-known  maxim,  Qui  facit  per 
alium  facit  per  se.     It  is  only  by  refusing  to  extend  this  usage  to 
e/mjo-aro  that  such  writers  as  Strauss  make  out  their  allegation  of 
a  want  of  agreement  between  this  passage  and  Matt.  27,  5. 
Fritzsche's  suggestion 2  as  to  the  reason  why  Luke  expressed 
himself  in  this  unusual  manner  deserves  notice.     He  finds  in  it 
a  studied,  significant  brevity,  a  sort  of  acerba  irrisio,  bringing  the 
motive  and  the  result  into  pointed  antithesis  to  each  other :  This 
man  thought  to  enrich  himself  by  his  treachery,  but  all  that  he 
gained  was  that  he  got  for  himself  a  field  where  blood  was  paid 
for  blood.  —  Trpfjvrjs  is  strictly  the  opposite  of  VTTTIOS,  i.  e.  on  the 

1  In  unpublished  Notes  on  the  Gospels. 

2  Evangelium  Matthsei  recensuit  et  cum  Commentariis  perpetuis  edidit  Carol. 
Fr.  A.  Fritzsche,  p.  799. 
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face.  His  falling  in  that  position  may  have  occasioned  the  burst 
ing  asunder  ;  that  view  agrees  well  with  yevo'/xevos,  though  Trprjinrp 
admits  also  of  the  vaguer  sense  headlong.  —  cAciK^o-e  is  the  first 
aorist  from  Aao-/cw.  W.  $  15  ;  K.  $  230.  —  In  Matt.  27,  5,  it  is  said 
that  Judas,  after  having  brought  his  money  and  thrown  it  down 
in  the  temple,  went  and  hanged  or  strangled  himself.  Objectors 
have  represented  that  account  also  as  inconsistent  with  this,  but 
without  reason.  Matthew  does  not  say  that  Judas,  after  having 
hanged  himself,  did  not  fall  to  the  ground  and  burst  asunder ;  nor, 
on  the  contrary,  does  Luke  say  that  Judas  did  not  hang  himself 
before  he  fell  to  the  ground ;  and  it  is  obvious  that  the  matter 
should  have  been  so  stated,  in  order  to  warrant  the  charge  of  in 
consistency.  We  have  no  certain  knowledge  as  to  the  mode  in 
which  we  are  to  combine  the  two  accounts,  so  as  to  connect  the 
act  of  suicide  with  what  happened  to  the  body.  It  has  been 
thought  not  improbable  that  Judas  may  have  hung  himself  from 
the  limb  of  a  tree,  on  the  edge  of  a  precipice  near  the  valley  of 
Hinnom,  and  that,  the  rope  breaking  by  which  he  was  suspended, 
he  fell  to  the  earth  and  was  dashed  to  pieces.1  It  will  be  observed 
that  Luke's  statement  is  entirely  abrupt,  and  supposes  some  an 
tecedent  history.  In  this  respect  Matthew's  account,  instead  of 
involving  any  contradiction,  becomes  in  fact  confirmatory  of  the 
other.  It  shows,  first,  that  Luke  was  aware  that  something  pre 
ceded  which  he  has  omitted  to  mention  ;  and,  secondly,  it  puts  us 
in  the  way  of  combining  events  so  as  to  account  better  for  the 
incomplete  representation  in  the  Acts,  than  would  otherwise 
have  been  possible. 

V.  19.  /cat  yvoxrrov  lyive.ro,  and  it  became  known,  viz.  that  he 
came  to  so  miserable  an  end.  —  'A/ccXSaju-a  =  xm  bpn  belongs  to 
the  Aramaean  or  Syro-Chaldaic  spoken  at  that  time  in  Palestine 
On  that  language,  see  Bibl.  Repos.,  Vol.  I.  p.  317  sq.  It  was  for 
a  twofold  reason,  therefore,  says  Lightfoot,  that  the  field  received 
this  appellation :  first,  because,  as  stated  in  Matt.  27,  7,  it  had 
been  bought  with  the  price  of  blood ;  and,  secondly,  because  it 

1  As  I  stood  in  this  valley  on  the  south  of  Jerusalem,  and  looked  up  to  the 
rocky  terraces  which  hang  over  it,  I  felt  that  the  explanation  proposed  above  is 
entirely  natural.  I  was  more  than  ever  satisfied  with  it.  1  measured  the  precipit 
ous,  almost  perpendicular  walls,  in  different  places,  and  found  the  height  to  be, 
variously,  forty,  thirty-six,  thirty-three,  thirty,  and  twenty-five  feet.  Trees  still 
nourish  on  the  margin  of  these  precipices,  and  in  ancient  times  must  have  been 
still  more  numerous  in  the  same  place.  A  rocky  pavement  exists,  also,  at  the  bot 
tom  of  the  ledges ;  and  hence  on  that  account,  too,  a  person  falling  from  above 
would  be  liable  to  be  crushed  and  mangled,  as  well  as  killed.  The  traitor  may 
have  struck,  in  his  fall,  upon  some  pointed  rock,  which  entered  the  body,  and 
caused  "his  bowels  to  gush  out." 
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was  sprinkled  with  the  man's  blood  who  took  that  price.  This  is 
the  common  view,  and  so  in  the  first  edition ;  but  I  incline  now 
to  doubt  its  correctness.  First,  Trp^s  yevo'/xevos,  in  v.  18,  does  not 
define  at  all  where  Judas  fell ;  secondly,  xwpiW  e/cctvo  here  recalls 
naturally  x^pioi/  above,  merely  as  the  field  purchased  with  "  the 
reward  of  iniquity ; "  and,  thirdly,  if  Judas  fell  into  the  valley  of 
Hinnom,  no  spot  there  at  the  foot  of  the  rocks  could  well  have 
been  converted  into  a  place  of  burial.  Nor  does  the  conciliation 
with  Matt.  27,  7,  demand  this  view.  Luke  may  be  understood 
here  as  saying  that  "  the  field  of  blood  "  which  the  priests  pur 
chased  with  the  money  paid  to  Judas,  whether  situated  in  one 
place  or  another,  was  called  Aceldama,  because  the  fact  of  the 
traitor's  bloody  end  was  so  notorious.  Matthew  (27,  6)  mentions 
another  reason  for  the  appellation,  which  was,  that  the  money  paid 
for  the  field  was  the  "  price  of  blood ;  "  not  a  different  but  con 
current  reason,  showing  that  the  ill-omened  name  could  be  used 
with  a  double  emphasis.  Tradition  has  placed  "the  potters 
field  "  (Matt.  27,  6)  on  the  side  of  the  hill  which  overlooks  the  val 
ley  of  Hinnom.  It  may  have  been  in  that  quarter,  for  argillace 
ous  clay  is  still  found  there,  and  receptacles  for  the  dead  appear 
in  the  rocks,  proving  that  the  ancient  Jews  were  accustomed 
to  bury  there.1 

V.  20.  The  writer  returns  here  to  the  address,  ydp,  for,  spec 
ifies  the  prophecy  to  which  rav-nyv  points  in  v.  16,  hence  namely  (as 
in  Matt.  1,  18).  See  B.  $  149 ;  K.  $  324.  2.  The  first  passage  is 
Ps.  69, 25,  slightly  abridged  from  the  Septuagint,  with  an  exchange 
of  avrojv  for  avrov.  Its  import  is,  Let  his  end  be  disastrous,  his 
abode  be  desolate,  and  shunned  as  accursed.  It  is  impossible  to 
understand  the  entire  Psalm  as  strictly  Messianic,  on  account  of 
v.  5  :  "  O  God,  thou  knowest  my  foolishness,  and  my  sins  are  not 
hid  from  thee."  It  appears  to  belong  rather  to  the  class  of  Psalms 
which  describe  general  relations,  which  contain  prophecies  or 
inspired  declarations  which  are  verified  as  often  as  individuals 
are  placed  in  the  particular  circumstances  which  lay  within  the 
view,  not  necessarily  of  the  writer,  but  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  at 
whose  dictation  they  were  uttered.  When  Peter,  therefore,  de 
clares  that  this  prophecy  which  he  applies  to  Judas  was  spoken 
with  special  reference  to  him  (see  v.  16),  he  makes  the  impress 
ive  announcement  to  those  whom  he  addressed,  that  the  conduct 
of  Judas  had  identified  him  fully  with  such  persecutors  of  the 
righteous  as  the  Psalm  contemplates,  and  hence  it  was  necessary 

1 1  have  taken  the  liberty  to  repeat  a  few  sentences  here,  already  published  in 
another  work.  See  Illustrations  of  Scripture  suggested  by  a  tour  through  the 
Holy  Land,  p.  266.  I  have  taken  a  similar  liberty  in  a  few  other  passages. 
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that  he  should  suffer  the  doom  deserved  by  those  who  sin  in  so 
aggravated  a  manner. —  The  other  passage  is  Ps.  109,  8,  in  the 
words  of  the  Seventy.  We  are  to  apply  here  the  same  principle 
of  interpretation  as  before.  That  Psalm  sets  forth,  in  like  man 
ner,  the  wickedness  and  desert  of  those  who  persecute  the  peo 
ple  of  God ;  and  hence,  as  Judas  had  exemplified  so  fully  this 
idea,  he  too  must  be  divested  of  his  office,  and  its  honors  be 
transferred  to  another. 

V.  21.  ow,  therefore;  since,  as  foretold,  the  place  of  the  apos 
tate  must  be  filled.  —  ran/  oaivcA^ovrtov  ....  dvSpu>v  depends  prop 
erly  on  cVa,  in  v.  22,  where  the  connection  so  long  interrupted  is 
reasserted  by  TOVTUV.  —  lv  Travrl  xpoVw,  in  every  time.  The  concep 
tion  divides  the  period  into  its  successive  parts.  —  eV  <5  .  .  .  .  £</>' 
^/xa?,  in  which  he  came  in  unto  us,  and  went  out,  i.  e.  lived  and  as 
sociated  with  us.  The  entire  life  or  course  of  life  is  described 
by  one  of  its  most  frequent  acts.  It  is  a  Hebrew  mode  of  speak 
ing  (comp.  Deut.  28,  19 ;  31,  2,  etc.),  and  is  used  properly  of  those 
who  sustain  official  relations,  or  perform  public  labors.  See  9, 
28.  An  exact  construction  of  the  Greek  would  have  placed  e<£' 
^/xas  after  the  first  verb,  and  inserted  d</>'  ^/xwv  after  the  second. 
W.  %  66.  3. 

V.  22.  dp£a/xevos  ....  ecu?,  beginning  and  continuing  unto,  etc. 
The  supplementary  idea  was  too  obvious  to  need  to  be  expressed. 
See  "W.  $  66.  I.  c.  —  O.TTO  rov  /5a7rTtV/xaros,  from  the  baptism  of  John, 
i.  e.  from  its  beginning  as  a  well-known  epoch.  The  history 
shows  that  he  had  been  baptizing  a  few  months  before  our  Lord 
made  his  public  appearance,  and  continued  to  do  so  for  a  time 
afterwards  (see  John  3,  27)  ;  but  that  difference  for  the  purpose 
of  so  general  a  designation  was  unimportant  Not  from  the  close 
of  John's  baptism  (Hmph.),  since  Jesus  called  the  other  apos 
tles  earlier,  and  not  from  his  own  baptism  by  John  (Kuin.),  since 
the  phrase  does  not  admit  of  that  restriction  (comp.  18,  25  ;  Mark 
11,  30;  Luke  7,  29,  etc.).  —  pdprupa  .  .  .  .  •yevea-Sai.  The  resur 
rection  is  singled  out  as  the  main  point  to  which  the  testimony 
of  the  apostles  related,  because,  that  being  established,  it  involves 
every  other  truth  in  relation  to  the  character  and  work  of  Christ. 
It  proves  him  to  be  the  Son  of  God,  the  Justifier  and  Redeemer 
of  men,  their  Sovereign  and  Judge.  See  4,  33  ;  John  5,  22 ; 
Rom.  1,4;  4,24;  10,9;  Gal.  1,  1,  etc.  Hence  Paul  mentions 
it  as  one  of  the  proofs  of  his  apostleship,  and  of  his  qualifications 
for  it,  that  he  had  seen  Christ  after  his  resurrection.  See  1  Cor. 
9,1. 
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VERSES  23-26.      TJie  Appointment  of  Matthias  as  an  Apostle. 

V.  23.  The  act  here  is  that  of  those  addressed  (see  v.  15),  not 
that  of  the  apostles  merely.  —  Zorrjo-av  Svo,  they  placed  two,  i.  e. 
before  them,  in  their  midst  (see  5,  27 ;  6,  6)  ;  or  according  to 
some,  appointed  two  as  candidates  (DeWet.).  —  Movo-ros,  Justus. 
It  was  not  uncommon  for  the  Jews  at  this  period  to  assume 
foreign  names.  See  on  13,  9.  Barsabas  is  mentioned  only  here. 
Some  have  conjectured,  without  reason,  that  he  and  Barnabas 
(4,  36)  were  the  same  person.  Matthias  also  appears  only  in  this 
transaction.  The  traditional  notices  of  him  are  not  reliable ;  see 
Win.  Realw.,  Vol.  II.  p.  6 1.1 

V.  24.  7rpo(T€v£dfji€voi  ct7rov,  they  prayed,  saying.  The  participle 
contains  the  principal  idea.  It  may  be  supposed  to  be  Peter  who 
uttered  the  prayer,  since  it  was  he  who  suggested  the  appoint 
ment  of  a  successor  to  Judas.  —  <™,  Kvpie,  K.  T.  X.  Whether  this 
prayer  was  addressed  to  Christ  or  God  has  been  disputed.  The 
reasons  for  the  former  opinion  are  that  KV/HOS,  when  taken  abso 
lutely  in  the  New  Testament,  refers  generally  to  Christ ; 2  that 
Christ  selected  the  other  apostles  as  stated  in  v.  2 ;  that  the  first 
Christians  were  in  the  habit  of  praying  to  him  (see  on  7,  59  ;  9, 
14)  ;  and  that  Peter  says  to  Christ  in  John  21,  17,  "  Lord,  thou 
knowest  all  things,"  which  is  the  import  exactly  of  KapStoyvoJo-ra. 
The  reasons  for  the  other  opinion  do  not  invalidate  these.  That 
KapStoyvdxrr^s  is  used  of  God  in  15,  8,  shows  only  that  it  does  not 
apply  exclusively  to  Christ.  The  call  of  Peter  in  15,  7,  which  is 
ascribed  to  God,  was  a  call,  not  to  the  apostleship,  but  to  preach 
the  gospel  to  the  heathen ;  and  even  if  that  case  were  parallel  to 
this,  it  would  be  an  instance  only  of  the  common  usage  of  refer 
ring  the  same  or  a  similar  act  indiscriminately  to  Christ  or  God. 
This  latter  remark  applies  also  to  such  passages  as  2  Cor.  1,  1 ; 
Eph.  1,  1 ;  2  Tim.  1,1.  To  deny  that  Peter  would  ascribe  om 
niscience  to  Christ  because  in  Jer.  17,  10,  it  is  said  to  be  the  pre 
rogative  of  God  to  know  the  heart,  contradicts  John  21,  17.  Some 
have  supposed  the  apostle  intended  to  quote  that  passage  of  the 
prophet,  but  the  similarity  is  too  slight  to  prove  such  a  design ; 
nor,  if  the  idea  of  KapStoyvwora  were  drawn  from  that  source, 
would  the  application  of  it  here  conform  necessarily  to  its  appli 
cation  there. —  Ira  (omitted  in  E.  V.  after  Cranm.)  belongs  to  6V, 

1  Biblisches  Realworterbuch,  von  Dr.  Georg  Benedict  Winer  (3d  ed.  1848). 

2  See  Professor  Stuart's  article  on  the  meaning  of  this  title  in  the  New  Testa 
ment,  Bibl.  Repos.,  Vol.  I.  p.  733  sq. 
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which  one,  or  perhaps  in  apposition,  ivhom,  viz.    one  that  he,  etc. 
Tynd.  and  Gen.  render  iliat  the  one  may  take,  etc. 

V.  25.  For  K\f)pov,  see  on  v.  17.  —  8iaxovta?  ....  aTroo-roA?}?,  this 
ministry  and  (that)  an  apostleship.  /cat  adds  a  second  term  ex 
planatory  of  the  first,  i.  e.  essentially  an  instance  of  hendiadys 
(Mey.  De  Wet.),  the  ministry  of  this  apostleship.  —  c£  rjs  Trape'/fy, 
from  which  he  ivent  aside,  as  opposed  to  the  idea  of  adhering 
faithfully  to  the  character  and  service  which  his  apostleskip  re 
quired  of  him  ;  "  ad  normam  Hebr.  *vio  sq.  *fi  =  deserere  munus" 
( Wahl).  — Tropfv$Y)vai  ....  iSiov,  that  he  might  go  unto  his  own 
place.  The  clause  is  telic,  depending  on  Trape/fy.  So  long  as 
Judas  retained  his  office,  he  was  kept  back,  as  it  were,  from  his 
proper  destiny.  He  must  relinquish  it,  therefore,  in  order  to  suffer 
his  just  deserts.  In  this  way  the  apostle  would  state  strongly  the 
idea,  that  the  traitor  merited  the  doom  to  which  he  had  been  con 
signed.  The  following  comment  of  Meyer  presents  the  only 
view  of  the  further  meaning  of  the  passage  which  has  any  re 
spectable  critical  support :  "  What  is  meant  here  by  6  TOTTOS  6  18105 
is  not  to  be  decided  by  the  usage  of  TOTTOS  in  itself  considered 
(for  roTro?  may  denote  any  place),  but  merely  by  the  context. 
That  requires  that  we  understand  by  it  Gehenna,  which  is  con 
ceived  of  as  the  place  to  which  Judas,  in  virtue  of  his  character, 
properly  belongs.  Since  the  treachery  of  Judas  was  in  itself  so 
fearful  a  crime,  and  was  still  further  aggravated  by  self-murder 
(which  alone,  according  to  Jewish  ideas,  deserved  punishment  in 
hell),  the  hearers  of  Peter  could  have  had  no  doubt  as  to  the 
sense  to  be  attached  to  TOTTOS  18109.  This  explanation  is  demanded 
also  by  the  analogy  of  Rabbinic  passages,  e.  g.  Baal  Turim  on 
Numb.  24,  25  (see  Lightfoot,  Hor.  Hebr.  ad  loc.) :  Balaam  ivit  in 
locum  simm,  i.  e.  in  Gehennam."  De  Wette  assents  entirely  to 
this  interpretation.  TOTTOS  18109,  therefore,  "  is  a  euphemistic  desig 
nation  of  the  place  of  punishment,  in  which  the  sin  of  Judas 
rendered  it  just  that  he  should  have  his  abode."  ( Olsh.) 

V.  26.  /cat  eSw/cav  /cA.TJpov9,  and  they  placed  (probably  —  ",n3  as 
often  in  New  Testament)  their  lots  in  a  vase  or  something  simi 
lar  ;  or  perhaps  gave  them  to  those  whose  business  it  was  to  col 
lect  them,  auroiv  (T.  R.)  or  drrot9  (Lch.  Tsch.),  for  them.,  refers 
to  the  candidates  because  the  lots  pertained  to  them.  The  two 
names  were  written  probably  on  slips  of  parchment,  perhaps  sev 
eral  duplicates  of  them,  and  then  shaken  up ;  the  one  first  drawn 
out  decided  the  choice.  The  idea  of  throwing  up  the  lots  agrees 
better  with  ySaAAetv  /<X^pov9  than  with  this  expression.  —  tTreo-ev  fell, 
came  out,  without  reference  to  any  particular  process.  —  6 
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the  lot,  definite  because  it  was  the  decisive  one. 
....  dTrocrToXojv,  was  numbered  together  with  the  eleven  apostles,  i.  e. 
was  recognized  as  one  of  their  order,  and  had  the  character  of  an 
apostle  henceforth  accorded  to  him.  Hesychius  sanctions  this 
sense  of  the  verb,  though  it  means  properly  to  vote  against,  con 
demn,  which  is  out  of  the  question  here.  De  Wette  renders  was 
chosen,  elected,  which  not  only  deviates  from  the  classic  usage, 
but  ascribes  the  result  to  their  own  act,  instead  of  a  divine  inter 
position.  The  subsequent  appointment  of  Paul  to  the  apostle- 
ship  did  not  discredit  or  abrogate  this  decision,  but  simply  en 
larged  the  original  number  of  the  apostles.  See  Guericke's 
remarks  on  this  point  in  his  Church  History  (Prof.  Shedd's  trans 
lation),  p.  47. 


CHAPTER    II. 

VERSES  1-4.     Descent  of  the  Holy  Spirit. 


V.  1.  cv  rw  a-vfjurXypova-SaL,  K.  r.  A..,  when  the  day  of  Pentecost 
was  fully  come,  arrived.  See  Luke  9,51.  The  action  of  the 
verb  (lit.  to  be  completed)  refers  not  to  the  day  itself,  but  to  the 
completion  of  the  interval  which  was  to  pass  before  its  arrival 
(Olsh.  Bmg.).  Some  translate  while  it  is  completed,  i.  e.  in  the 
course  of  it,  on  that  day  (Mey.  De  Wet).  The  present  infinitive 
is  consistent  with  this  view  or  that.  —  rfjs  TremjKoo-rr/s  the  Greek 
Jews  employed  as  a  proper  name.  See  20,  16  ;  1  Cor.  16,  8;  2 
Mace.  12,  32.  ^/xepo,  or  eoprrj  determined  the  form.  This  festival 
received  its  name  from  its  occurring  on  the  fiftieth  day  from  the 
second  day  of  the  Passover  ;  so  that  the  interval  embraced  a 
cycle  of  seven  entire  weeks,  i.  e.  a  week  of  weeks.  It  is  usually 
called  in  the  Old  Testament,  with  reference  to  this  circumstance, 
the  festival  of  weeks.  Its  observance  took  place  at  the  close  of 
the  gathering  of  the  harvest,  and  was  no  doubt  mainly  commem 
orative  of  that  event.  See  Jahn's  Archseol.  $  355.  According  to 
the  later  Jews,  Pentecost  was  observed  also  as  the  day  on  which 
the  law  was  given  from  Sinai  ;  but  no  trace  of  this  custom  is 
found  in  the  Old  Testament,  or  in  the  works  of  Philo  or  Josephus. 
It  is  generally  supposed  that  this  Pentecost,  signalized  by  the 
outpouring  of  the  Spirit,  fell  on  the  Jewish  Sabbath,  our 
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day.  According  to  the  best  opinion,  our  Lord  celebrated  his  last 
Passover  on  the  evening  which  began  the  fifteenth  of  Nisan 
(Num.  33,  3),  and  hence  as  he  was  crucified  on  the  next  day, 
which  was  our  Friday,  the  fiftieth  day  or  Pentecost  (beginning, 
of  course,  with  the  evening  of  Friday,  the  second  day  of  the 
Passover)  would  occur  on  the  Jewish  Sabbath.  See  Wiesl. 
Chronologic,  u.  s.  w.  p.  19.  —  aTravres,  all  the  believers  then  in 
Jerusalem;  see  1,  15.  —  6/xo^v/xa8ov  =  o/xo^^w?,  with  one  accord. 
Its  local  sense,  together,  becomes  superfluous,  followed  by  eVt  TO 
avro.  See  on  1,  15. 

V.  2.  oWep  ....  yStatas,  as  of  a  'mighty  wind,  (lit.  blast),  rush 
ing  along;  not  genit.  absolute,  but  dependent  on  ?x°?'  (see  v< 
3).  7Tvo>J  —  Tn/eupx.  The  more  uncommon  word  is  chosen  here 
perhaps  on  account  of  the  different  sense  of  Tn/ev/m  in  this  con 
nection,  e.  g.  v.  4.  As  used  of  the  wind,  ^epccrScu  denotes  often 
rapid,  violent  motion ;  see  the  proofs  in  Kypke's  Obss.  Sacr.  Vol. 
II.  p.  11,  and  in  Kuin.  ad  loc.  —  eTrArJpaxrev,  sc.  rjxo<i>  which  is  the 
only  natural  subject  furnished  by  the  context.  —  OLKOV  is  probably 
the  house  referred  to  in  1,  13  ;  not  the  temple,  for  the  reasons 
there  stated,  and  because  the  term  employed  in  this  absolute 
way  does  not  signify  the  temple  or  an  apartment  of  it. 

V.  3.  icai  w<£$?7o-ar,  K.  r.  A..,  And  there  appeared  to  them  tongues 
distributed,  i.  e.  among  them,  and  one  (sc.  yXcoo-o-a),  sat  upon  each 
of  them.  So  Bng.  Olsh.  Wahl,  De  Wet.  Bmg.  Hmph.  Rob.  and 
most  of  the  later  critics,  as  well  as  some  of  the  older.  (Meyer 
comes  over  to  this  view  in  his  last  ed.).  The  distributive  idea 
occasions  the  change  of  number  in  e/ca^icre.  W.  $  58.  4.  avrots 
belongs  strictly  to  the  verb,  but  extends  its  force  to  the  participle. 
According  to  this  view  the  fire  like  appearance  presented  itself 
at  first,  as  it  were,  in  a  single  body,  and  then  suddenly  parted  in 
this  direction  and  that,  so  that  a  portion  of  it  rested  on  each  of 
those  present.  It  could  be  called  a  tongue,  in  that  case,  from  its 
shape,  as  extended,  pointed,  and  may  have  assumed  such  an  ap 
pearance  as  a  symbol  of  the  miraculous  gift  which  accompanied 
the  wonder.  This  secures  to  Siajuepi^o/xevai  its  proper  meaning ; 
see  v.  45  ;  Matt.  27,  35  ;  Luke  23,  34,  etc. ;  and  explains  why  the 
first  verb  is  plural,  while  the  second  is  singular.  Calvin,  Hein- 
richs,  (also  Alf.),  and  many  of  the  older  commentators,  render  the 
participle  disparted,  cleft  (as  in  the  E.  Vv.  generally),  and  sup 
pose  it  to  describe  the  flame  as  exhibiting  in  each  instance  a 
tongue-like,  forked  appearance.  The  objection  to  this  view  is, 
that 'it  rests  upon  a  doubtful  sense  of  the  word,  and  especially 
that  it  offers  no  explanation  of  the  change  from  the  plural  verb 
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to  the  singular.  De  "VVette,  after  others,  has  adduced  passages 
here  from  the  Rabbinic  writers  to  show  that  it  was  a  common 
belief  of  the  Jews  that  an  appearance  like  fire  often  encircled 
the  heads  of  distinguished  teachers  of  the  law.  To  this  it  has 
been  added,  that  instances  of  a  similar  phenomenon  are  related 
by  the  Greek  and  Roman  writers.  We  are  directed  by  such  co 
incidences  to  an  important  fact  in  the  history  of  the  divine  reve 
lations,  and  that  is,  that  God  has  often  been  pleased  to  reveal 
himself  to  men  in  conformity  with  their  own  conceptions  as  to 
the  mode  in  which  it  is  natural  to  expect  communications  from 
him.  The  appearance  of  the  star  to  the  Magians  may  be  re 
garded  as  another  instance  of  such  accommodation  to  human 
views. 

V.  4.  €7rXrj(T^o-av,  K.  r.  A.,  were  all  filled  with  the  Holy  Spirit 
(anarthrous,  as  in  1,  2)  ;  a  phrase  referring  usually  to  special  gifts 
rather  than  moral  qualities,  and  to  these  as  transient  rather  than 
permanent ;  comp.  4,  8.  31 ;  13,  9.  etc. — ^avro  AaAetV,  began  (like 
our  "  proceeded  ")  to  speak  as  soon  as  the  symbol  rested  on  them. 
This  use  of  ap^o^on  as  introducing  what  is  next  in  order  has  not 
been  duly  recognized  in  the  New  Testament.  —  erepcus  yXoxrcrcu?, 
with  other  tongues,  i.  e.  than  their  native  tongue.  That  Luke  de 
signed  to  state  here  that  the  disciples  were  suddenly  endued  with 
the  power  of  speaking  foreign  languages,  before  unknown  to  them, 
would  seem  to  be  too  manifest  to  admit  of  any  doubt.  It  is  sur 
prising  that  such  a  writer  as  Neander  should  attempt  to  put  a  dif 
ferent  construction  on  the  text.  He  objects  that  the  miracle  would 
have  been  superfluous,  inasmuch  as  the  apostles  are  not  known 
to  have  employed  this  gift  of  tongues  in  preaching  the  gospel.  It 
may  be  replied,  first,  that  we  have  not  sufficient  information  con 
cerning  .the  labors  of  the  apostles,  to  affirm  that  they  may  not 
have  employed  the  endowment  for  that  purpose  ;  and,  secondly, 
that  we  are  not  obliged  to  regard  such  a  use  of  it  as  the  only 
worthy  object  of  the  miracle.  It  may  have  been  designed  to 
serve  chiefly  as  an  attestation  of  the  truth  of  the  gospel,  and 
of  the  character  of  the  apostles  as  divine  messengers.  It  is  cer 
tain,  at  least,  that  Paul  entertained  that  view  of  the  yAwo-o-cu 
spoken  of  in  1  Cor.  14,  22  :  "  Wherefore  tongues  are  for  a  sign, 
not  to  them  that  believe,  but  to  them  that  believe  not."  The 
effect  produced  on  this  occasion  (see  v.  12)  shows  how  well 
suited  such  a  miracle  was  to  impress  the  minds  of  those  who 
witnessed  it.  A  miracle,  too,  in  this  form,  may  have  had  a  sym 
bolic  import,  which  added  to  its  significancy.  It  was  necessary 
that  even  the  apostles  should  be  led  to  entertain  more  enlarged 
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views  respecting  the  comprehensive  design  of  the  new  dispensa 
tion.  This  sudden  possession  of  an  ability  to  proclaim  the  salva 
tion  of  Christ  to  men  of  all  nations  (even  if  we  allow  that  it  was 
not  permanent),  was  adapted  to  recall  their  minds  powerfully  to 
the  last  command  of  the  Saviour,  and  to  make  them  feel  that  it 
was  their  mission  to  publish  his  name  to  the  ends  of  the  earth. 
Such  a  mode  of  conveying  instruction  to  them  was  not  more  in 
direct  than  that  employed  in  the  vision  of  Peter  (10,  9  sq.),  which 
was  intended  to  teach  the  same  truth.  But  we  are  not  left  to 
argue  the  question  on  grounds  of  this  nature ;  the  testimony  of 
Luke  is  explicit  and  decisive.  Even  critics  who  would  explain 
away  the  reality  of  the  miracle  admit  that  it  was  the  writer's 
intention  to  record  a  miracle.  Thus  Meyer  says  :  "  The  Ircpai 
yXaxro-at  are  to  be  considered,  according  to  the  text,  as  absolutely 
nothing  else  than  languages  which  were  different  from  the  native 
language  of  the  speakers.  They  were  Galileans,  and  spoke  now 
Parthian,  Median,  Persian,  etc. ;  therefore,  foreign  languages,  and 
those  too  —  the  point  precisely  wherein  appeared  the  wonderful 
effect  of  the  Spirit  —  unacquired  languages  (yAwo-o-ais  Kawxts,  in 
Mark  16,  17),  i.  e.  not  previously  learned  by  them.  Accordingly 
the  text  itself  defines  the  sense  of  yA.oj<r<rat  as  that  of  languages, 
and  excludes  as  impossible  the  other  explanations  different  from 
this,  which  some  have  attempted  to  impose  on  the  word."  — 
xa^ws,  according  as,  in  respect  to  manner ;  since  the  languages 
were  diverse. 

VERSES  5-13.     Impression  of  the  Miracle  on  the  Multitude. 

V.  5.  8e,  now,  transitive.  —  KCITOIKOWTCS,  dwelling,  whether  for  a 
season  or  permanently ;  hence  more  general  than  eTriS^/xowre?  (v. 
10;  17,  21);  but  not  excluding  the  sojourners  there.  No  doubt 
many  of  the  Jews  in  question  had  fixed  their  abode  at  Jerusalem, 
as  it  was  always  an  object  of  desire  with  those  of  them  who 
lived  in  foreign  countries  to  return  and  spend  the  close  of  life  in 
the  land  of  their  fathers.  The  prevalent  belief,  that  the  epoch 
had  now  arrived  when  the  promised  Messiah  was  about  to  ap 
pear,  must  have  given  increased  activity  to  that  desire.  The 
writer  mentions  this  class  of  Jews  in  distinction  from  the  native 
inhabitants,  because  the  narrative  which  follows  represents  that 
many  were  present  who  understood  different  languages.  The 
number  of  these  strangers  was  the  greater  on  account  of  the  fes 
tival  which  occurred  at  that  time.  —  cvXa/Jet?,  devout,  God-fearing ; 
see  8,  2  ;  Luke  2,  25.  This  sense  is  peculiar  to  the  Hellenistic 
Greek,  The  term  is  applied  to  those  only  whose  piety  was  of 
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the  Old  Testament  type.  —  T&V,  sc.  OVTCOJ/.    The  strong  expression 
here  is  a  phrase  signifying /row  many  and  distant  lands.  A  phrase 
of  this  kind  has  an  aggregate  sense,  which  is  the  true  one,  while 
that  deduced  from  the  import  of  the  separate  words  is  a  false  sense. 
V.  6.     yej/o/xeV^s  ....  Taunjs.     These  words  are  obscure.     The 
principal  interpretations  are  the  following.     (1.)  <}>uvf)<;  Tavrrjs  re 
fers  to  erepais  yAajcrcrais  in  v.  4,  and  the  implication  is,  that  the 
voices  of  those  who  spoke  were  so  loud  as  to  be  heard  at  a  dis 
tance,  and  in  this  way  were  the  occasion  of  drawing  together  the 
multitude.     This  interpretation   secures  to  Tavrys  a  near  antece- 
dent,  but  has  against  it  that  cf><Dvr)<s  is  singular,  and  not  plural,  and 
that  the  participle  is  hardly  congruous  with  the  noun  in  that  sense. 
Neander,  who  adopts  this  view,  regards  ^xovij  as  a  collective  term. 
(2.)  <f>(Dvr'i  has  been  taken  as  synonymous  with  ^/x,>j:  now  when 
this  report  arose,  i.  e.  the  report  concerning  this.     The  meaning 
is  good,  but  opposed  to  the  usage  of  the  noun,  while  it  puts 
TavTys  in  effect  for  Trept  rovrov,  which  is  a  hard  construction.  Many 
of  the  older  critics  and  the  authors  of  nearly  all  the  E.  Vv.  un 
derstood  the  expression  in  this  way.     (3.)   We  may  regard  ^wvrjs 
as  repeating  the  idea  of  5xos  m  v-  2  :  now  when  this  sound — that 
of  the  descending   Spirit  —  occurred.     For  that  signification  of 
<£wv?j,  comp.  John  3,  8  ;  Rev.  1,15;  9,  9 ;  14,  2,  etc.     yevo/xeV^s 
appears  to  answer  to  eyevero  in  v.  2,  and  favors  this  explanation. 
The  objection  to  it  is  that  ravn/s  forsakes  the  nearer  for  a  remoter 
antecedent ;  but  that  may  occur,  if  the  latter  be  more  prominent, 
so  as  to  take  the  lead  in  the  writer's  mind.    See  W.  §  23.  1.  This 
meaning  agrees  with  the  context.      The  participial  clause  here 
may  involve  the  idea  of  cause  as  well  as  time,  and  we  may  un 
derstand,  therefore,  that  the  sound  in  question  was  audible  be 
yond  the  house  where  the   disciples  were  assembled;  that  it 
arrested  the  attention  of  those  abroad,  and  led  them  to  seek  out 
the  scene  of  the  wonder.   So  Hess,1  Schrader,  Meyer,  De  Wette, 
Alford,  and  others.     The  house  (v.  2)  may  have  been  on  one  of 
the  avenues  to  the  temple,  thronged  at  this  time  by  a  crowd  of 
early   worshippers    (v.    15).  —  fjKovov,  (imperf),  were  hearing. — 
€Kao-T05  alone  (v.  8)  or  with  ets  distributes  often  a  plural  subject; 
see   14,  29;  Matt.  18,  35;  John   16,  32.     K.  $  266.  3.  —  e%  his 
own;   usually  emphatic.      W.  $  22.  7.  —  SiaAcKTw  =  yAu><T<ra.     See 
v.  11.     The  term  in  its  narrower  sense  here  would  be  too  nar 
row  ;  for  though  some  of  the  languages  differed  only  as  dialects, 
it  was  not  true  of  all  of  them.  —  XaXovvrw  avrwv.     We  are  not  to 

*  Gescluchte  und  Schriften  der  Apostel  Jesu,  Vol.  I.  p.  24  (Zurich  1820). 
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understand  by  this  that  they  all  spoke  in  the  languages  enumer 
ated,  but  that  one  of  them  employed  this,  and  another  that.  In 
so  brief  a  narrative,  {he  writer  must  have  passed  over  various 
particulars  of  the  transaction.  We  may  suppose  that  at  this 
time  the  apostles  had  left  the  room  where  they  assembled  at  first, 
and  had  gone  forth  to  the  crowd  collected  in  the  vicinity. 

V.  7.  OVK,  which  leads  the  sentence,  belongs  properly  to  cio-tv; 
comp.  7,  48.  W.  $  61.  4. —  Trarres  (T.  R.)  was  inserted  here  prob 
ably  from  v.  12.  —  OVTOI,  these,  emphatic.  — TaXtXatot.  They  were 
known  as  Galileans,  because  they  were  known  as  the  disciples 
of  Christ.  Had  the  different  speakers  belonged  to  so  many  dif 
ferent  countries,  the  wonder  would  have  been  diminished  or 
removed. 

V.  8.  Trio?,  how,  since  they  were  all  Galileans.  The  object  of 
oLKovoptv  follows  in  v.  11  ;  but  the  connection  having  been  so  long 
suspended,  the  verb  is  there  repeated.  —  e/cacrros,  as  in  v.  6.  —  ev 
$  cyewTJ^/xev,  in  ivhich  we  were  born.  This  remark  excludes  the 
possibility  of  Luke's  meaning  that  the  tongues  were  merely  an 
ecstatic  or  impassioned  style  of  discourse. 

V.  9.  In  the  enumeration  of  the  countries  named  in  this  verse 
and  the  next,  the  writer  proceeds  from  the  northeast  to  the  west 
and  south.  —  HdpSoi.  Parthia  was  on  the  northeast  of  Media 
and  Hyrcania,  and  north  of  Aria,  surrounded  entirely  by  moun 
tains.  —  MrySoi.  Media  bordered  north,  on  the  Caspian  Sea,  west 
on  Armenia,  east  on  Hyrcania,  and  south  on  Persia.  —  'EXa/xtrai, 
i.  e.  the  inhabitants  of  Elymais  or  Elam,  which  was  east  of  the 
Tigris,  north  of  Susiana,  (annexed  to  it  in  Dan.  8,  2),  and  south 
of  Media,  of  which  Ptolemy  makes  it  a  part.  —  'lovSatW.  It  has 
excited  the  surprise  of  some  that  Judea  should  be  mentioned  in 
this  catalogue,  because,  it  is  said,  no  part  of  the  wonder  consisted 
in  hearing  Aramaean  at  Jerusalem.  But  we  need  not  view  the 
writer's  design  in  that  light.  It  was  rather  to  inform  us  in  how 
many  languages  the  disciples  addressed  the  multitude  on  this 
occasion ;  and  as,  after  all,  the  native  Jews  formed  the  greater 
part  of  the  assembly,  the  account  would  have  been  deficient 
without  mentioning  Judea.  It  has  been  proposed  to  alter  the  text 
to  'iSou/xiW,  but  there  is  no  authority  for  this.  —  The  catalogue 
now  passes  from  Cappadocia  and  Pontus  on  the  east  and  north 
east  to  the  extreme  west  of  Asia  Minor. — rr]v  'Ao-iav.  .  Phrygia 
being  excluded  here,  Kuinoel  and  others  have  supposed  Asia  to 
be  the  same  as  Ionia ;  but  Winer  says  it  cannot  be  shown  that 
in  the  Roman  age  Ionia  alone  was  called  Asia.  He  thinks,  with 
an  appeal  to  Pliny,  that  we  are  to  understand  it  as  embracing 
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Mysia,  Lydia,  and  Caria,  with  Ephesus  as  the  principal  city.  See 
his  Realw.  Vol.  I  p.  96.  Others,  as  Bottger,1  whom  De  Wette 
follows,  understand  Mysia,  JEolis,  Ionia,  Lydia,  Caria.  All  admit 
that  the  term  denoted  not  so  much  a  definite  region  as  a  jurisdic 
tion,  the  limits  of  which  varied  from  time  to  time  according  to 
the  plan  of  government  which  the  Romans  adopted  for  their 
Asiatic  Provinces. 

V.  10.  <£pvytav.  Phrygia  was  separated  by  the  Taurus  from 
Pisidia  on  the  south,  with  Bithynia  on  the  north,  Caria,  Lydia, 
and  Mysia  on  the  west,  Gallatia,  Cappadocia,  and  Lycaonia  on 
the  east.  —  Pamphylia  was  on  the  Mediterranean,  adjacent  on 
other  sides  to  Cilicia,  Caria,  and  Pisidia.  —  TO.  ^p-q,  K.  r.  X.,  the 
parts  of  Lybia  towards  Cyrene.  Lybia  was  an  extensive  region 
on  the  west  of  Egypt.  One  of  the  principal  cities  there  was 
Cyrene,  (now  Grenna,)  on  the  sea,  originally  a  Greek  colony,  but 
where  at  this  time  the  Jews  constituted  a  fourth  part  of  the  pop 
ulation.  See  Jos.  Antt.  14.  7.  2.  It  was  the  native  place  of  Si 
mon,  who  bore  the  Saviour's  cross  to  Golgotha  (Luke  23,  26). 
This  part  of  Africa  comes  into  view  in  making  the  voyage  from 
Malta  to  Alexandria.  —  ot  eViS^/xowrcs  'Pw/x-atot,  the  Romans  so 
journing  at  Jerusalem  ;  comp.  17,  21.  —  'lo-uScuoi  re  Kai  Trpoo-rjXvroi, 
both  Jews  and  proselytes  a  few  critics  restrict  to  ePooju,atoi  merely, 
but  most  (De  Wet.  Mey.  Wiesl.)  refer  them  to  all  the  preced 
ing  nouns.  The  Jews  generally  adopted  the  languages  of  the 
countries  where  they  resided.  The  proselytes  were  originally 
heathen  who  had  embraced  Judaism.  The  words  sustain  the 
same  grammatical  relation  to  Kp^res  KCU.  "ApaySes,  or,  at  all  events, 
are  to  be  repeated  after  them.  The  last  two  names  follow  as  an 
after-thought,  in  order  to  complete  the  list. 

V.  11.  The  declarative  form  which  the  English  version  as 
signs  to  the  sentence  here  (we  do  hear)  is  incorrect.  The  ques 
tion  extends  to  $eoi).  See  on  v.  8.  —  TO.  peyaXtla  rov  Seov,  the  great 
things  of  God,  done  by  him  through  Christ  for  the  salvation  of 
men  (comp.  v.  38). 

V.  12.  e^torravTo  describes  their  astonishment  at  the  occurrence 
in  general ;  Sirpropow,  their  perplexity  at  being  unable  to  account 
for  it.  —  rt  av  ^c'Aoi,  K.  r.  A.,  What  may  this  perhaps  mean,  av  at 
taches  a  tacit  condition  to  the  inquiry  :  if,  as  we  think,  it  must  im 
port  something.  See  W.  $  42.  1  ;  K.  $  260.  4.  This  is  the  question 
of  the  more  serious  party.  The  hesitating  form  of  it  indicates 

1  Schauplatz  der  Wirksamkeit  des  Apostels  Paulus,  u.  s.  w.,p.  23. 
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the  partial  conviction  which  the  miracle  had  wrought  in  their 
minds. 

V.  13.  ercpot  ....  ZXe-yov.  Among  those  who  scoffed  may 
have  been  some  of  the  native  inhabitants  of  the  city,  who,  not 
understanding  the  foreign  languages  spoken,  regarded  the  dis 
course  of  the  apostles  as  senseless  because  it  was  unintelligible 
to  them.  —  xAeua^ovTes  is  not  so  well  supported  as  Sta^Xcva^ovrcs, 
and  expresses  the  idea  less  forcibly.  Calvin :  "  Nihil  tarn  ad- 
mirabile  esse  potest,  quod  non  in  ludibrium  vertant,  qui  nullfi  Dei 
cura  tanguntur."  —  on,  that,  declarative.  —  yXtwovs,  sweet  urine, 
not  new,  as  in  the  E.  V.  after  all  the  earlier  E.  Vv.  The  Pente 
cost  fell  in  June,  and  the  first  vintage  did  not  occur  till  August. 
It  is  true,  yAewcos  designated  properly  the  sweet,  unfermented 
juice  of  the  grape ;  but  it  was  applied  also  to  old  wine  preserved 
in  its  original  state.  The  ancients  had  various  ways  of  arresting 
fermentation.  One  of  them,  in  use  among  the  Greeks  and  Ro 
mans,  was  this  :  "  An  amphora  was  taken  and  coated  with  pitch 
within  and  without ;  it  was  filled  with  mustum  lixivium,  i.  e.  the 
juice  before  the  grapes  had  been  fully  trodden,  and  corked  so  as 
to  be  perfectly  air-tight.  It  was  then  immersed  in  a  tank  of  cold 
fresh  water,  or  buried  in  wet  sand,  and  allowed  to  remain  for  six 
weeks  or  two  months.  The  contents,  after  this  process,  were 
found  to  remain  unchanged  for  a  year,  and  hence  the  name  act 
yAeuKos,  i.  e.  semper  mustum''  Diet,  of  Antt,  art.  Vinum.1  Jahn 
says  that  sweet  wine  was  produced  also  from  dried  grapes,  by 
soaking  them  in  old  wine,  and  then  pressing  them  a  second  time. 
See  his  Archaeol.  $  69.  This  species  of  wine  was  very  intoxi 
eating. 

VERSES   14-36.      The  Discourse  of  Peter. 

The  address  embraces  the  following  points,  though  interwoven 
somewhat  in  the  discussion  :  —  first,  defence  of  the  character  of 
the  apostles  (14,  15)  ;  secondly,  the  miracle  explained  as  a  fulfil 
ment  of  prophecy  (16-21)  ;  thirdly,  this  effusion  of  the  Spirit  an 
act  of  the  crucified,  but  now  exalted  Jesus  (30-33)  ;  and,  fourthly, 
his  claim  to  be  acknowledged  as  the  true  Messiah  (22-29,  and 
34-36). 

V.  14.  (rvv  rots  eyScKa,  with  the  eleven,  i.  e.  in  their  name,  and 
with  their  concurrence  in  what  he  said.  As  the  multitude  was 
so  great,  it  is  not  improbable  that  some  of  the  other  apostles  ad- 

1  Dictionary  of  Greek  and  Roman  Antiquities,  edited  by  W.  Smith,  London. 
The  abbreviation  in  the  text  refers  always  to  this  work. 
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dressed  different  groups  of  them  at  the  same  time  ;  see  on  v.  6. 
On  such  an  occasion  they  would  all  naturally  pursue  a  very  sim 
ilar  train  of  remark.  —  avBpcs  lovoatot  are  the  Jews  born  in  Jerusa 
lem  ;  ot  /carotKoiWes  are  the  foreign  Jews  and  Jewish  converts. 
See  on  v.  5.  —  cVom'o-ao-^e  =.  "ptxn ,  a  Hellenistic  word. 

V.  15.  yap  justifies  the  call  to  attention.  It  brings  forward  a 
refutation  of  the  charge  which  had  been  made  against  them.  — 
ovrot,  these  whom  they  had  heard  speak  (see  v.  4  sq.),  and  who 
were  then  present;  not  the  eleven  merely  with  Peter  (Alf.)  — 
wpa  rpLT-r),  the  third  hour,  i.  e.  about  nine  o'clock,  A.  M.,  according 
to  our  time.  This  was  the  first  hour  of  public  prayer,  at  which 
time  the  morning  sacrifice  was  offered  in  the  temple.  During 
their  festivals  the  Jews  considered  it  unlawful  to  take  food  earlier 
than  this,  still  more  to  drink  wine.  See  Light.  Hor.  Hebr.  ad 
loc.  The  other  hours  of  prayer  were  the  sixth,  (10,  4,)  and  the 
ninth  (3,  1.) 

V.  16.  dAAa  rovro,  K.  r.  A..,  but  this  (which  you  witness)  is  that 
which  was  said.  The  Greek  identifies  the  prophecy  with  its  ful 
filment.  —  Sia  TOV  TTpo^rov,  through  the  prophet,  because  he  was 
the  messenger,  not  the  author  of  the  message.  The  expression 
recognizes  the  divine  origin  of  the  book  which  bears  his  name. 
See  the  note  on  1,  16.  —  Tischendorf  has  no  adequate  reason  for 
omitting  'IwrJA.  after  irpo^wjrov. 

V.  17.  The  citation  which  follows  from  Joel  3,  1-5  (2,  28-32 
in  E.  V.)  runs  for  the  most  part  in  the  words  of  the  Seventy. 
The  two  or  three  verbal  deviations  from  the  Hebrew  serve  either 
to  unfold  more  distinctly  the  sense  of  the  original  passage,  or  to 
enforce  it.  It  is  the  object  of  the  prophecy  to  characterize  the 
Messianic  dispensation  under  its  two  great  aspects,  —  that  of 
mercy  and  that  of  judgment.  To  those  who  believe,  the  gospel 
is  "  a  savor  of  life  unto  life ;  "  but  to  those  who  disbelieve,  it  is 
"a  savor  of  death  unto  death;"  see  2  Cor.  2,  16.  Under  its  one 
aspect,  it  was  to  be  distinguished  by  the  copious  outpouring  of 
the  Divine  Spirit  on  those  who  should  acknowledge  Christ ;  and 
under  its  other  aspect,  it  was  to  be  distinguished  by  the  signal 
punishment  awaiting  those  who  should  disown  his  authority  and 
reject  him. — /cat  co-rat  ....  ^//.epats  stands  for  "jS'^nx  i"1?™'  ren 
dered  more  closely  in  the  Septuagint  by  KOL  co-rat  /xera  ravra.  Pe 
ter's  expression  denotes  always  in  the  New  Testament  the  age 
of  the  Messiah,  which  the  Scriptures  represent  as  the  world's 
last  great  moral  epoch.  The  prophet  designates  the  same  period 
under  a  more  general  phrase.  Again,  Peter  places  A.eya  6  $eos  at 
the  beginning  of  the  declaration,  the  prophet  at  the  close  of  it. 
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The  position  of  the  words  here  fixes  attention  at  once  upon  the 
source  of  the  prophecy,  and  prepares  the  mind  to  listen  to  it  as 
God's  utterance.  —  eV^eS  is  future,  a  later  Greek  form.  W.  $  13. 
3;  K.  $  154,  R.  1.  —  KCU  (consequential)  Trpotfrrjrcvcrovo-iv,  and  thus 
they  shall  prophesy.  This  verb  in  the  New  Testament  signifies, 
not  merely  to  foretell  future  events,  but  to  communicate  religious 
truth  in  general  under  a  divine  inspiration.  It  corresponds  in  this 
use  to  1X3?  in  the  original  passage ;  see  Gesen.  Lex.  s.  v.  The 
order  of  the  next  two  clauses  in  the  Hebrew  and  Septuagintisthe 
reverse  of  that  adopted  here ;  viz.,  first,  ol  7rp€o-/?tVe/>oi  ....  cVvTr- 
nao-^r/o-ovTcu,  then  ot  i/eavurKot  ....  oi/^ovrat.  Hengstenberg1  suggests 
that  the  change  may  have  been  intentional,  in  order  to  place  the 
youth  with  the  sons  and  daughters,  and  to  assign  to  the  aged  a 
place  of  honor.  —  IWTTVLOIS  eyvTmao-^o-ovrai,  shall  dream  with 
dreams,  the  dative,  as  in  4,  17  ;  23,  24.  W.  $  54.  3.  Some  au 
thorities  have  fvvTrvLa,  which  was  probably  substituted  for  the 
other  as  an  easier  construction. 

V.  18.  Kcuye  =  MI  annexes  an  emphatic  addition,  and  even 
(Hart.  Partik.  Vol.  I.  p.  396.).  —  /xov,  which  is  wanting  in  the  He 
brew,  is  retained  here  from  the  Septuagint.  The  prophet  declares 
that  no  condition  of  men,  however  ignoble,  would  exclude  them 
from  the  promise.  The  apostle  cites  the  prophet  to  that  effect ; 
but  takes  occasion  from  the  language  —  SoAovs  /MOV  —  which  de 
scribes  their  degradation  in  the  eyes  of  men,  to  suggest  by  way 
of  contrast  their  exalted  relationship  to  God.  Bengel :  "  Servi 
secundum  carnem  ....  iidem  servi  Dei."  Similar  to  this  is  the 
language  of  Paul  in  1  Cor.  7,  22  :  "  For  he  that  is  called  in  the  Lord, 
being  a  servant,  is  the  Lord's  freeman  ;  likewise  also  he  that  is 
called,  being  free,  is  Christ's  servant."  If  we  cast  the  eye  back 
over  this  and  the  preceding  verse,  it  will  be  seen  that  the 
effusion  of  the  Spirit  was  to  be  universal  as  to  the  classes 
of  persons  that  were  to  participate  in  it ;  in  other  words, 
it  was  to  be  without  distinction  of  sex,  age,  or  rank.  —  The 
modes  of  divine  revelation  and  of  the  Spirit's  operation,  which 
are  specified  in  this  passage,  were  among  the  more  extra 
ordinary  to  which  the  Hebrews  were  accustomed  under  the 
ancient  economy.  These,  after  having  been  suspended  for  so 
long  a  time,  were  now,  at  the  opening  of  the  Christian  dispensa 
tion,  renewed  in  more  than  their  former  power.  The  prophecy 
relates  chiefly,  I  think,  to  these  special  communications  of  the 

1  Christology  of  the  Old  Testament,  and  a  Commentary  on  the  Predictions  of 
the  Messiah  by  the  Prophets,  Vol.  III.  p.  140  (Dr.  Keith's  Translation). 
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Spirit,  which  were  granted  to  the  first -Christians.  The  terms  of 
the  prophecy  direct  us  naturally  to  something  out  of  the  ordinary 
course ;  and  when  we  add  to  this  that  the  facts  recorded  in  the  Acts 
and  the  Epistles  sustain  fully  that  view  of  the  language,  it  must 
appear  arbitrary,  as  well  as  unnecessary,  to  reject  such  an  interpre 
tation.  Yet  the  prophecy  has  indirectly  a  wider  scope.  It  portrays 
in  reality  the  character  of  the  entire  dispensation.  Those  special 
manifestations  of  the  Spirit,  at  the  beginning,  marked  the  econ 
omy  as  one  that  was  to  be  eminently  distinguished  by  the  Spirit's 
agency.  They  were  a  pledge,  that  those  in  all  ages  who  em 
brace  the  gospel  should  equal  the  most  favored  of  God's  ancient 
people ;  they  enjoy  a  clearer  revelation,  are  enlightened,  sanc 
tified  by  a  Spirit  more  freely  imparted,  may  rise  to  the  same  or 
higher  religious  consolations  and  attainments. 

V.  19.  The  apostle  now  holds  up  to  view  the  other  side  of 
the  subject.  He  adduces  the  part  of  the  prophecy  which  fore 
tells  the  doom  of  those  who  reject  Christ  and  spurn  his  salvation. 
Having  appealed  to  the  hopes,  the  apostle  turns  here  to  address 
himself  to  the  fears  of  men  ;  he  would  persuade  them  by  every 
motive  to  escape  the  punishment  which  awaits  the  unbelieving 
and  disobedient.  See  v.  40  and  43  below.  In  the  interpretation 
of  the  passage  before  us,  I  follow  those  who  understand  it  as 
having  primary  reference  to  the  calamities  which  God  inflicted 
on  the  Jews  in  connection  with  the  overthrow  of  Jerusalem,  and 
the  destruction  of  the  Jewish  state  and  nation.  The  reasons  for 
this  opinion  are  briefly  these  :  —  (1)  The  law  of  correspondence 
would  lead  us  to  apply  this  part  of  the  prophecy  to  the  same 
period  to  which  the  other  part  has  been  applied,  i.  e.  to  the  early 
times  of  the  gospel.  (2)  The  expression,  the  day  of  the  Lord,  in 
v.  20,  according  to  a  very  common  use  in  the  Hebrew  prophets, 
denotes  a  day  when  God  comes  to  make  known  his  power  in  the 
punishment  of  his  enemies,  a  day  of  the  signal  display  of  his 
vengeance  for  the  rejection  of  long-continued  mercies,  and  the 
commission  of  aggravated  sins.  The  subversion  of  the  Jewish 
state  was  such  an  occasion.  It  appropriates  fully  every  trait  of 
that  significant  designation.  (3)  Part  of  the  language  here  coin 
cides  almost  verbally  with  that  in  Matt.  24,  29 ;  and  if  the  lan 
guage  there,  as  understood  by  most  interpreters,  describes  the 
downfall  of  the  Jewish  state,1  we  may  infer  from  the  similarity 
that  the  subject  of  discourse  is  the  same  in  both  places.  (4) 

i  This  view  is  defended  in  the  Bibliotheca  Sacra,  1843,  p.  531  sq.,  and  contro 
verted  in  the  same  work,  1850,  p.  452  sq. 
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The  entire  phraseology,  when  construed  according  to  the  liws 
of  prophetic  language,  is  strikingly  appropriate  to  represent  the 
unsurpassed  horrors  and  distress  which  attended  the  siege  and 
destruction  of  Jerusalem,  and  to  announce  the  extinction  of  the 
Jewish  power  and  glory  of  the  Jewish  worship  which  that  catas 
trophe  involved.  Yet  here  too  (see  on  v.  18)  we  are  to  recognize 
the  wider  scope  of  the  prophecy.  The  destruction  of  the  Jews 
is  held  forth  by  the  apostle,  as  a  type  of  the  destruction  which  is 
to  come  upon  every  rejecter  of  the  gospel ;  see  v.  21. —  For  the 
sake  of  contrast,  Peter  inserts  the  words  oVa>,  cny/xeta,  KO.TW,  which 
are  not  in  the  Hebrew,  repara  iv  ra>  ofy>ava>,  o-ry/xeta  £7ri  TJJ<S  y^?, 
means  prodigies  celestial  and  terrestrial,  such  as  may  appear  in 
the  air  or  on  the  earth ;  in  other  words,  prodigies  of  every  sort, 
and  of  the  most  portentous  kind.  The  idea  is,  that  calamities  were 
to  ensue,  equal  in  severity  and  magnitude  to  those  which  the 
most  fearful  portents  are  supposed  to  announce.  The  mode  of 
speaking  is  founded  on  the  popular  idea,  that,  when  great  events 
are  about  to  occur,  wonderful  phenomena  foretoken  their  approach. 
Hence  what  the  prophet  would  affirm  is,  that  disasters  and  judg 
ments  were  coming  such  as  men  are  accustomed  to  associate 
with  the  most  terrific  auguries ;  but  he  does  not  mean  necessarily 
that  the  auguries  themselves  were  to  be  expected,  or  decide 
whether  the  popular  belief  on  the  subject  was  true  or  false. — 
at/za,  7Tvpt  dr/xtSa  KOLTTVOV,  stand  in  apposition  with  rcpara  /cat  cn;/x€ta, 
and  .show  in  what  they  consisted  :  blood,  perhaps,  rained  on  the 
earth  (De  Wet.),  or,  as  in  Egypt  (Ex.  7, 17),  infecting  the  streams 
and  rivers  ( Hng.)  ;  fire,  i.  e.  appearances  of  it  in  the  air,  and  va 
por  of  smoke,  dense  smoke,  hence  =  yas  niwtn ,  pillars  or  clouds 
of  smoke,  which  darken  the  heavens  and  earth.  Many  have  sup 
posed  these  terms  to  signify  directly  slaughter  and  conflagration, 
but  their  grammatical  relation  to  re/oara  K<H  o-q/ma  decides  that 
they  are  the  portents  themselves,  not  the  calamities  portended. 
That  view,  too,  confounds  the  day  of  the  Lord  with  the  precursors 
of  the  day. 

V.  20.  6  ^jAios  .  .  .  .  eis  O-KOTOS,  the  sun  shall  be  turned  into  dark 
ness.  Its  light  shall  be  withdrawn ;  the  heavens  shall  become 
black.  A  day  is  at  hand  which  will  be  one  of  thick  gloom,  of 
sadness,  and  woe.  For  the  frequency  and  significance  of  this 
figure  in  the  prophets,  see  Ezek.  32,  7  ;  Is.  13,  10;  Am.  5,  18.  20, 
etc.  —  f)  aeXrivr).  Repeat  here  /mcrao-Tpa^^a-erai.  The  moon,  too, 
shall  give  forth  signs  of  the  coming  distress.  It  shall  exhibit  an 
appearance  like  blood.  Men  shall  see  there  an  image  of  the  car 
nage  and  misery  which  are  to  be  witnessed  on  earth.  —  e 
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illustrious,  signal  in  its  character  as  an  exhibition  of  divine  justice. 
It  conveys  the  idea  of  &qi'3  ,  fearful,  but  is  less  definite. 

V.  21.  Tras  os  ov,  every  one  whosoever.  For  av  with  this  expan 
sive  effect,  comp.  v.  39  ;  3,  22.  23  ;  7,  3,  etc.  The  mercy  is  free 
to  all  who  fulfil  the  condition  ;  see  the  note  on  v.  39.  —  cViKa- 
Aeo-Tprai,  shall  have  called  upon;  subj.  aor.  after  av=fut.  exact,  in 
Latin.  The  act  in  this  verb  must  be  past  before  the  future  in 
o-co&jcnjTat  can  be  present.  See  W.  §  42.  1.  3.  b.  —  TO  ovofia  Kvpiav, 
the  name  of  the  Lord,  i.  e.  of  Christ,  comp.  v.  36  ;  9,  14  ;  22,  16  ; 
Rom.  10,  13  ;  not  simply  upon  him,but  iipon  him  as  possessing  the 
attributes  and  sustaining  to  men  the  relations  of  which  his  name 
is  the  index.  Compare  the  note  on  22,  16.  —  o-w^o-erat,  shall  be 
saved  from  the  doom  of  those  who  reject  Christ,  and  be  admitted 
to  the  joys  of  his  kingdom. 

V.  22.  'IcrparyAiTai^'IouSatoi  in  N.  T.,here  both  the  native  and 
foreign  Jews.  —  Na£o>patoi/  =  Na^apatos.  The  former  was  the 
broader  Syriac  pronunciation,  as  heard  especially  in  Galilee.  Hence 
Peter's  rustic  AoAid  (Matt.  26,  73)  betrayed  him  in  the  very  words 
of  his  denial.  See  Win.  Chald.  Gr.1  p.  12.  The  epithet  is  added 
for  the  sake  of  distinction,  as  Jesus  was  not  an  uncommon  name 
among  the  Jews.  —  avSpa  ....  eis  vfjias,  a  man  from  God  (as  the 
source  of  the  approval)  accredited  unto  you  (not  as  in  E.  V.,  among 
you)  ;  caroSeSeiy/zeVov,  lit.  shown  forth,  confirmed  (25,  7)  viz.  in  his 
Messianic  character.  The  meaning  is,  that  in  the  miracles  which 
Christ  performed  he  had  God's  fullest  sanction  to  all  that  he  did 
and  taught,  that  is,  to  his  claim  to  be  received  as  the  Son  of  God, 
the  promised  Saviour  of  men.  Some  put  a  comma  after  £eov, 
and  render  a  man  (sent)  from  God,  accredited  as  such  by  miracles, 
etc.  The  ultimate  idea  remains  the  same,  since  to  sanction  his 
mission  as  from  God  was  the  same  thing  as  to  sustain  his-  truth 
as  to  what  he  claimed  to  be.  But  the  first  is  the  more  correct 
view,  because  it  renders  the  ellipsis  (sent,  not  apt  to  be  omitted) 
unnecessary,  and  because  (as  Alf.  suggests)  the  point  to  be  es 
tablished  was  that  the  Messiah  was  identical  with  a  man  whom 
they  had  seen  and  known.  We  have  OLTTO  after  the  participle, 
instead  of  VTTO,  because  the  approbation  was  indirect,  i.  e.  testified 
through  miracles.  See  W.  $  47.  4;  Bernh.  Synt.  p.  223.  —  SiW- 
/ueo-i  Kal  rf.pa.a-i  KOL  o^/xeiois  form  obviously  an  intensive  expression, 
but  they  are  not  synonymous  with  each  other.  Miracles  are  called 
ts,  because  they  are  wrought  by  divine  power  ;  ripara,  prod- 


1  Grammar  of  the  Chaldee  language  as  contained  in  the  Bible  and  the  Targums, 
translated  from  the  German  by  the  writer  (Andover  1845). 
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igies,  because  they  appear  inexplicable  to  men  ;  and  cn^cia,  signs, 
because  they  attest  the  character  or  claims  of  those  who  perform 
them  (2  Cor.  12,  12).  See  Olsh.  on  Matt.  8.  1.  It  cannot  be  said 
that  the  terms  are  used  always  with  a  distinct  consciousness  of 
that  difference.  —  ots  is  attracted  into  the  case  of  its  antecedent 
—  Kat  after  Ka^co?  good  authorities  omit.  If  retained,  it  must  con 
nect  otSare  with  cTrofycre,  what  he  did  ye  aho  know;  or  else 
strengthen  dW,  also  yourselves  as  well  as  we. 

V.  23.  TOVTOV  is  both  resumptive  and  emphatic  ;  see  Matt.  24, 
13  ;  1  Cor.  G,  4.  W.  $  23.  4.  —  rrj  wpurpcvy  fiovXfj,  according  to  the 
established  (firmly  fixed,  see  Luke  22,  22)  counsel,  plan ;  the  dative 
is  that  of  rule  or  conformity.  W.  $  31.  6.  b. ;  K.  §  285.  3.  fiovXrj 
and  Trpdyi/oxn?  may  differ  here  as  antecedent  and  consequent,  since 
God's  foreknowledge  results  properly  from  his  purpose.  —  !/<SOTOV, 
delivered  up  to  you,  i.  e.  by  Judas.  —  XajSovres  the  best  editors  re 
gard  as  an  addition  to  the  text.  —  Sta  ^apon/  dvo/Awv,  by  the  hands  or 
hand  (if  after  Grsb.  Lchm.  Tsch.,  and  others,  we  read  xetP<k)  °f 
lawless  ones  (partitive,  hence  without  the  article,  see  on  5,  16), 
i.  e.  of  the  heathen,  as  Pilate  and  the  Roman  soldiers ;  comp. 
Wisd.  17.  2  ;  1  Cor.  9,  21.  The  indignity  which  Christ  suffered 
was  the  greater  on  account  of  his  being  crucified  by  the  heathen. 
See  3,  13.  avopw  may  agree  with  x€LP^v>  lawless  hands;  but  as 
the  adjective  must  refer  still  to  the  heathen,  it  is  not  so  easy  a 
combination  as  the  other.  —  Trpoo-mj^avTes,  sc.  r<3  oravpuS,  having 
fastened  to  the  cross,  i.  e.  with  nails  driven  through  the  hands  and 
feet  (John  20,  25.  27).  See  Bynceus  de  Morte  Christi,  L.  III.  c. 
6,  and  Jahn's  Archasol.  $  262.  He  imputes  the  act  of  crucifixion 
to  the  Jews  because  they  were  the  instigators  of  it ;  comp.  4,  10 ; 
10,  39.  —  (WWe  is  first  aorist,  an  Alexandrian  form.  W.  $  13. 
1;  S.  $  63.  11.  R. 

V.  24.  avtorrjcrc,  raised  up,  not  into  existence,  as  in  3,  22,  but 
from  the  dead.  The  context  demands  this  sense  of  the  verb ; 
see  v.  32.  —  ras  <i8tva9  TOV  ^avttTov,  the  pains  of  death ;  quoted  ap 
parently  from  the  Sept.,  for  pna-£an  in  Ps.  18,  5,  cords  of  death. 
Av'o-as,  having  loosed,  agrees  better  with  the  Hebrew  idea ;  but 
taken  less  strictly,  having  ended,  it  is  not  inappropriate  to  a>S«>as. 
We  may  conceive,  in  the  latter  case,  of  the  pains  of  death  as 
not  ceasing  altogether  with  the  life  which  they  destroy,  but  as 
still  following  their  victim  into  the  grave.  Hence  though  the 
Greek  expression  as  compared  with  the  Hebrew  changes  the 
figure,  it  conveys  essentially  the  same  thought,  and  may  have 
been  adopted  because  it  was  so  familiar  to  the  foreign  Jews. 
Some  contend  that  wStvas  means  cords  in  the  Hellenistic  Greek 
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(Kuin.  Olsh.)  ;  but  the  assertion  is  destitute  of  proof.  In  that 
case,  too,  Luke  would  have  said  avr&v  at  the  end  of  the  sentence 
instead  of  avrov,  out  of  regard  to  the  figure.  Others  have  found 
an  allusion  in  the  word  to  the  resurrection  as  a  birth  (see  Col.  1, 
18),  and  hence  to  death  as  enduring  (so  to  speak)  the  pangs  in 
separable  from  giving  back  the  dead  to  life.  It  is  strange  that 
Meyer  should  revive  this  almost  forgotten  interpretation.  —  /ca&m 
....  SwaroV,  because  it  was  not  possible,  since  the  Divine  purpose 
cannot  fail.  The  confirmatory  ydp  shows  that  to  be  the  nature 
of  the  impossibility  in  the  writer' s  mind. 

V.  25.  The  quotation  is  from  Ps.  16,  8-11,  in  accordance  with 
the  Septuagint.  It  will  be  observed  that  in  v.  29-31  Peter  takes 
pains  to  show  that  the  portion  of  the  Psalm  under  consideration, 
there  could  not  have  referred  to  David,  but  had  its  fulfilment  in 
Christ.  In  13,  36,  Paul  too  denies  the  applicability  of  that  pas 
sage  to  David,  and  insists  on  its  exclusive  reference  to  the  Mes 
siah.  We  may  conclude,  therefore,  that  they  regarded  the  entire 
Psalm  as  Messianic  ;  for  we  have  in  it  but  one  speaker  from  com 
mencement  to  end,  and  in  other  respects  such  a  marked  unity  of 
thought  and  structure,  that  it  would  be  an  arbitrary  procedure  to 
assign  one  part  of  it  to  David  and  another  to  Christ.  See  Prof. 
Stuart's  Interpretation  of  this  Psalm  in  Bibl.  Eepos.,  1831,  p.  51 
sq.  —  eis  avrov,  in  reference  to  him.  —  Trpowpw/x^v,  K.  r.  A.,  /  saw  the 
Lord  before  me  (where  rrpo  is  intensive  merely),  looked  unto  him 
as  my  only  helper  and  support;  not  foresaw  (E.  V.  after  the  Genv. 
V.),  or  saw  beforehand  (Tynd.).  The  verb  answers  to  ^njrij,  I 
placed,  except  that  this  marks  more  distinctly  the  effort  made  in 
order  to  keep  the  mind  in  that  posture.  —  on,  because,  states  why 
the  eye  is  thus  turned  unto  Jehovah.  —  CK  Se£iojv  describes  one's 
position  as  seen  off  from  the  right.  A  protector  at  the  right  hand 
is  one  who  is  near  and  can  afford  instantly  the  succor  needed.  — 
Iva  is  telic,  in  order  that. 

V.  26.  eu<£pav$?7.  On  the  augment  in  verbs  which  begin  with 
cv,  see  W.  $12.  1.  3  ;  K.  $  125.  K  1.  —  77  yXwcrcra  pov  stands  for  vitas, 
my  glory,  i.  e.  soul,  whose  dignity  the  Hebrews  recognized  in  that 
way.  The  Greek  has  substituted  the  instrument  which  the  soul 
uses  in  giving  expression  to  its  joy.  "We  may  render  both  verbs 
as  present  if  we  suppose  them  to  describe  a  permanent  state  of 
mind.  K.  $  256.  4.  —  en  SeW,  but  further  also,  climacteric,  as  in 
Luke  14,  26. — rj  o-dp£  /xov,  my  flesh,  body  as  distinguished  from 
the  soul.  —  /carao-K^voSo-ei,  shall  rest,  viz.  in  the  grave,  as  defined 
by  the  next  verse.  —  err'  eAiri'Si,  in  hope,  =  tiaab,  in  confidence,  i.  e. 
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of  a  speedy  restoration  to  life.  The  sequel  exhibits  the  ground  of 
this  confident  hope. 

V.  27.  on  .  .  .  .  efe  oSov,  because  (not  tJiat)  thou  wilt  not  abandon 
my  soul  unto  hades,  i/o^r  JJLOV  =  ">t:B3,  my  soul,  according  to  Hebrew 
usage, an  emphasized  pronoun.  aS^^b'X'r,  denotes  properly  the 
place  of  the  dead,  but  also,  by  a  frequent  personification,  death 
itself,  considered  as  a  rapacious  destroyer.  See  Gesen.  Heb.  Lex. 
s.  v.  The  sense  then  may  be  expressed  thus  :  Thou  wilt  not 
give  me  up  as  a  prey  to  death  ;  he  shall  not  have  power  over  me, 
to  dissolve  the  body  and  cause  it  to  return  to  dust.  On  the  ellip 
tical  aSov,  see  K.  $  263.  b.  Later  critics  (Lchm.  Tsch.)  read  £V 
after  ABCD,  and  other  authorities.  —  i8eu>,  to  see,  experience,  as 
in  Luke  2,  26. 

V.  28.  cyvcopio-a?,  K.  r.  A..,  tkou  didst  make  known  to  me  the  ways 
of  life,  i.  e.  those  which  lead  from  death  to  life.  The  event  was 
certain,  and  hence,  though  future,  could  be  spoken  of  as  past. 
The  meaning  is,  that  God  would  restore  him  to  life,  after  having 
been  put  to  death  and  laid  in  the  grave.  Kuinoel,  De  Wette, 
Meyer,  concede  that  this  is  the  sense  which  Peter  attached  to 
the  words  ;  and  if  so,  it  must  be  the  true  sense.  The  Greek 
here  expresses  the  exact  form  of  the  Hebrew.  —  //.era  TOV  Trpocrw- 
TTOV  crov,  with  (not  —  Sta,  by)  thy  presence,  i.  e.  with  thee  where  thou 
art,  viz.  in  heaven.  The  Redeemer  was  assured  that  he  would 
not  only  escape  the  power  of  death,  but  ascend  to  dwell  in  the  im 
mediate  presence  of  God  on  high.  It  was  for  that  "  joy  set  before 
him,  that  he  endured  the  cross,  despising  the  shame,  and  is  set 
down  at  the  right  hand  of  the  throne  of  God."  (Heb.  12,  2). 

V.  29.  The  object  of  the  remark  here  is  to  show  that  the  pas 
sage  cited  above  could  not  have  referred  to  David.  —  e£oV,  sc. 
«m,  not  «rro>,  it  is  laivful,  proper.  —  /MCTO,  Trapprjo-ias,  with  freedom, 
without  fear  of  being  thought  deficient  in  any  just  respect  to  his 
memory.  His  death  was  recorded  in  the  Old  Testament ;  no  one 
pretended  that  he  had  risen,  and  the  Psalm,  therefore,  could  not 
apply  to  him.  —  David  is  called  Trarpiapx?/?,  as  being  the  founder 
of  the  royal  family.  This  title  in  its  stricter  use  belonged  to  the 
founders  of  the  nation. —  eV  ^/ui/,  among  us,  here  in  the  city.  The 
sepulchre  of  David  was  on  Mount  Zion,  where  most  of  the 
kings  of  Judah  were  buried ;  see  on  5,  6.  The  tomb  was  well 
known  in  Peter's  day.  Josephus  says,  that  it  was  opened  both 
by  Hyrcanus  and  Herod,  in  order  to  rifle  it  of  the  treasures  which 
it  was  supposed  to  contain.  The  Mosque,  still  shown  as  Neby 
Dauid,  on  the  southern  brow  of  Zion,  cannot  be  far  from  the  true 
site. 
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V.  30.  7rpo<£?JT779,  a  prophet,  i.  e.  divinely  inspired  (see  on  v. 
17),  and  so  competent  to  utter  the  prediction.  —  ovv,  therefore ; 
since,  unless  David  meant  himself,  he  must  have  meant 
the  Messiah.  —  K<H  ei8ws,  and  knowing,  viz.  that  which  follows. 
This  knowledge  he  received  from  the  prophet  Nathan,  as  related 
in  2  Sam.  7,  12.  16 ;  see  also  Ps.  132,  11;  89,  35-37.  The  resur 
rection  of  Christ  in  its  full  historical  sense  involved  two  points  : 
first,  his  restoration  to  life  ;  and,  secondly,  his  elevation  to  perma 
nent  regal  power.  Peter  inserts  the  remark  made  here  to  show 
that  David,  in  predicting  the  main  fact,  had  a  view  also  of  Christ's 
office  as  a  Sovereign.  —  Mo&otu,  sc.  nvd,  to  cause  one  to  sit,  place 
him,  comp.  1  Cor.  6,  4  (Whl.  Mey.  De  Wet.) ;  or  (intrans.  oftener 
in  N.  T.)  that  one  should  sit  (Rob.).  This  descendant  was  to  oc 
cupy  the  throne  as  ruler  in  Zion,  as  Messiah ;  comp.  Ps.  2,  6. 
The  Greek  omits  TWO.  often  before  the  infinitive.  K.  $  238.  R.  3. 
e.  —  After  6cr</>uo9  avrov,  the  received  text  adds  TO  Kara.  crdpKa  dvacr- 
•njo-av  rov  Xpurrov,  viz.  that  he  would  raise  up  the  Messiah  after  the 
flesh.  Scholz  retains  the  words,  but  most  editors  omit  them,  or 
mark  them  as  unsupported. 

V.  31.  irpotScfc'  repeats  the  idea  both  of  irpo^ifos  and  eZSws. 
Having  the  knowledge  derived  from  the  sources  which  these 
terms  specify,  David  could  speak  of  the  Messiah  in  the  manner 
here  represented.  —  rov  XptoroS  is  the  official  title,  not  a  proper 
name.  —  oin-e  tyuarcXca^iSii  (Tsch.)  K.  T.  X.,  neither  was  left  or  ou 
Kare\et(J>$r)  (T.  R.),  was  not  left  behind  (given  up)  unto  hades ;  aorist 
here  (note  the  fut.  in  v.  27),  because  the  speaker  thinks  of  the 
prediction  as  now  accomplished.  17  i/orj^  avrov  (T.  R.)  should 
probably  be  dropped  after  the  verb. 

V.  32.  rovrov  rov  'Irjcrow,  This  (looking  back  to  v.  24)  Jesus, 
the  subject  of  such  a  prophecy.  —  ov  K.  r.  A.,  whose  (masc.  as 
Wicl.  after  Vulg.,  comp.  5,  32 ;  13,  31)  ;  or,  as  the  verb  suggests  a 
natural  antecedent  (neut),  of  which,  viz.  his  resurrection,  we  all 
are  witnesses  (Mey.  and  E.  V.).  See  note  on  1,  22. 

V.  33.  The  exaltation  of  Christ  appears  here  (ovv,  therefore)  as 
a  necessary  consequent  of  the  resurrection  ;  see  on  v.  28.  30.  — 
777  ot&a,  K.  r.  X.,  having  been  exalted  to  the  right  hand  of  God 
(Neand.  De  Wet.  Olsh.  Bmg.  Whl.  Rob.)  ;  not  by  the  right  hand 
(Calv.  Ruin.  Mey.  Alf.  E.  Vv.).  The  connection  (see  especially 
v.  34.  35,  and  comp.  5,  3 1 )  directs  us  quite  inevitably  to  the  first 
sense  ;  and  though  the  local  dative  whither  may  not  occur  in  the 
New  Testament  out  of  this  passage  and  5,  31,  yet  all  admit  that 
it  is  one  of  the  uses  of  the  later  Greek  generally,  and  was  not 
unknown  to  the  earlier  Greek  poetry.  See  Bernh.  Synt.  p.  94. 
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Winer  says  ($  31.  5)  that  we  may  translate  here  to  the  right  hand, 
without  any  hesitation.  —  TT/V  iTrayytXtav,  K.  r.  A.,  having  received  the 
promise  (i.  e.  its  fulfilment  in  the  bestowal)  of  the  Holy  Spirit ; 
genit.  of  the  object.  See  on  1,  4.  —  ^c\€f,  poured  out.  The  effu 
sion  of  the  Spirit  which  is  ascribed  to  God  in  v.  17  is  ascribed  here 
to  Christ.  —  y8A.€7T€T€  refers  to  the  general  spectacle  of  so  many 
speaking  in  foreign  tongues,  or  possibly  to  the  tongues  of  fire,  vis 
ible  on  the  speakers,  axou'ere  refers  both  to  the  languages  spoken, 
and  to  what  was  spoken  in  them. 

V.  34.  ya/o  confirms  {n//w#et9.  The  exaltation  was  not  only  in 
cident  to  the  resurrection,  but  was  the  subject  of  an  express  pre 
diction,  and  that  prediction  could  not  apply  to  David  ;  for  he  did 
not  ascend  to  heaven,  i.  e.  to  be  invested  with  glory  and  power  at 
the  right  hand  of  God.  The  order  of  thought,  says  De  Wette, 
would  have  been  plainer  thus  :  For  David  says,  Sit  at  my  right 
hand,  etc. ;  but  he  himself  did  not  ascend  into  heaven,  i.  e.  he  says 
this  not  of  himself,  but  the  Messiah.  —  Aeya,  viz.  in  Ps.  110,  1. 
In  Matt.  22,  43,  and  Mark  12,  36,  the  Saviour  recognizes  David 
as  the  author  of  the  Psalm,  and  attributes  to  him  a  divine  inspi 
ration  in  speaking  thus  of  the  Messiah.  He  cites  the  same  pas 
sage  as  proof  of  David's  acknowledged  inferiority  to  himself.  — 
KO.SOV  (imper.)  is  for  the  purer  KO^O-O.  W.  §  14.  4  ;  Mt.  $  236. 
—  CK  8e£tuJv  p.ov,  on  my  right  hand  (see  on  v.  25)  i.  e.  as  the  part 
ner  of  my  throne.  The  following  remarks  of  Professor  Stuart * 
are  pertinent  here.  "  In  the  New  Testament,  when  Christ  is 
represented  as  sitting  at  the  right  hand  of  divine  majesty,  Heb. 
1,3;  or  at  the  right  hand  of  God,  Acts  2,  33,  and  Heb.  10,  12  ;  or 
at  the  right  of  the  throne  of  God,  Heb.  12,  2;  participation  in 
supreme  dominion  is  most  clearly  meant.  Compare  1  Pet.  3,  22 ; 
Rom.  8,  34  ;  Mark  16,  19 ;  Phil.  2,  6-11 ;  Eph.  1,  20-23.  At  the 
same  time,  the  comparison  of  these  passages  will  show  most 
clearly  that  Christ's  exaltation  at  the  right  hand  of  God  means 
his  being  seated  on  the  mediatorial  throne  as  the  result  and  reward 
of  his  sufferings  (see  particularly  Phil.  2,  6-11,  and  comp.  Heb. 
12,  2)  ;  and  that  the  phrase  in  question  never  means  the  original 
dominion  which  Christ  as  Logos  or  God  possesses.  The  sacred 
writers  never  speak  respecting  the  Logos,  considered  simply  in 
his  divine  nature,  as  being  seated  at  the  right  hand  of  God  ;  but 
only  of  the  Logos  incarnate,  or  the  Mediator,  as  being  seated 
there.  So  in  Heb.  1,  3,  it  is  after  the  expiation  made  by  the  Son 
of  God,  that  he  is  represented  as  seating  himself  at  the  right 

1  Commentary  on  the  Epistle  to  the  Hebrews,  p.  559  sq.  (1833). 
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hand  of  the  divine  majesty.  And  that  this  mediatorial  dominion 
is  not  to  be  considered  simply  as  the  dominion  of  the  divine  na 
ture  of  Christ  as  such,  is  plain  from  the  fact,  that,  when  the  me 
diatorial  office  is  fulfilled,  the  kingdom  of  the  Mediator  as  such  is 
to  cease.  Moreover,  that  the  phrase,  to  sit  at  the  right  hand  of 
God,  or  of  the  throne  of  God,  does  not  of  itself  mean  original 
divine  dominion,  is  clear  from  the  fact,  that  Christ  assures  his 
faithful  disciples  they  shall  sit  down  with  him  on  his  throne,  even 
as  he  sat  down  with  the  Father  on  his  throne,  Rev.  3,  21.  It  is 
exaltation,  then,  in  consequence  of  'obedience  and  sufferings, 
which  is  designated  by  the  phrase  in  question." 

V.  35.  eW  av,  K.  T.  A.  The  dominion  here,  which  Christ  re 
ceived,  belonged  to  him  as  Mediator  ;  and  it  is  to  cease,  therefore, 
when  the  objects  of  his  kingdom  as  Mediator  are  accomplished. 
Compare  1  Cor.  15,  23-28.  This  verse  recognizes  distinctly  that 
limitation. 

V.  36.  7ms  ....  'IcrpcojA,  all  the  house,  race,  of  Israel.  oT/cos 
appears  to  omit  the  article,  as  having  the  nature  of  a  proper 
name.  W.  §17.  10.  —  on  /ecu,  K.  T.  A.,  that  God  made  him  both 
Lord  and  Christ,  to  wit,  this  one  the  Jesus,  ivhom,  etc.  TOVTOV  rov 
is  in  apposition  with  avrov. 


VERSES  37-42.     Effect  of  the  Discourse  in  the  Conversion  of  Three 

Thousand. 

V.  37.  Not  all  but  many  of  those  addressed  must  be  under 
stood  here.  This  necessary  limitation  could  be  left  to  suggest 
itself.  KaTcvvyrjarav  rrj  KapSta,  were  pierced  in  the  heart  ;  dative  of 
the  sphere  in  which  (Rom.  4,  20  ;  1  Cor.  14,  20).  W.  $  31,  3. 
Some  editions  have  KapSiav,  accusative  of  the  part  affected.  The 
verb  expresses  forcibly  the  idea  of  pungent  sorrow  and  alarm.  — 
TI  TTOMJO-O/ACV,  What  shall  we  do  ?  The  answer  to  the  question  shows 
that  it  related  to  the  way  of  escape  from  the  consequences  of 
their  guilt.  —  For  avope?,  see  on  1,  16. 

V.  38.  €7rt  TW  oj/o/zart  'Ir)(Tov  X/oterroO,  upon  the  name  of  Jesus 
Christ  as  the  foundation  of  the  baptism,  i.  e.  with  an  acknowl 
edgment  of  him  in  that  act  as  being  what  his  name  imports  (see 
on  v.  21),  to  wit,  the  sinner's  only  hope,  his  Redeemer,  Justifier, 
Lord,  final  Judge.  For  tiri  with  this  force,  see  W.  $  48.  c.  We 
see  from  v.  40,  that  Luke  has  given  only  an  epitome  of  Peter's 
instructions  on  this  occasion.  The  usual  formula  in  relation  to 
baptism  is  ei?  TO  Svopa,  as  in  8,  16;  19,  5.  It  may  have  been 
avoided  here  as  a  matter  of  euphony,  since  etj  follows  in  the  next 
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clause  (De  Wet.).  —  eis  a^eo-iv  apapTiuv,  in  order  to  the  forgiveness 
of  sins  (Matt.  26,  28  ;  Luke  3,  3),  we  connect  naturally  with  both 
the  preceding  verbs.  This  clause  states  the  motive  or  object 
which  should  induce  them  to  repent  and  be  baptized.  It  enforces 
the  entire  exhortation,  not  one  part  of  it  to  the  exclusion  of  the 
other. 

V.  39.  rots  TCKVOIS  v/xoiv,  unto  your  descendants  (see  13,  33)  ;  not 
yovr  little  ones  (Alf.)  with  an  appeal  to  v.  17  ;  for  the  sons  and 
daughters  there  are  so  far  adult  as  to  have  visions  and  to  proph 
esy. — Tra.cn  rot?  ets  /xa/cpcxv,  to  all  those  afar  off,  i.  e.  the  distant  nations 
or  heathen.  So,  among  others,  Calvin,  Bengel,  Olshausen,  Harless,1 
De  Wette,  Neander,  Lange.2  The  expression  was  current  among 
the  Jews  in  that  sense;  comp.  Zech.  6,  15;  Is.  49,  1;  57,  19; 
Eph.  2,  13.  17  (where  see  Dr.  Hodge  in  his  recent  Commentary). 
Even  the  Rabbinic  writers  employed  it  as  synonymous  with  the 
heathen.  (Schottg.  Hor.  Heb.  Vol.  I.  p.  761.)  It  has  been  ob 
jected,  that  this  explanation  supposes  Peter  to  have  been  already 
aware  that  the  gospel  was  to  be  preached  to  the  Gentiles ; 
whereas,  it  is  said,  he  afterwards  hesitated  on  the  subject,  and 
needed  a  special  revelation  to  point  out  to  him  his  duty ;  see  10,  10 
sq.  But  the  objection  misstates  the  ground  of  the  hesitation  ;  it 
related  to  the  terms  on  which  the  Gentiles  were  to  be  acknowl 
edged  as  Christians,  not  to  the  fact  itself.  On  this  point  how  is 
it  possible  that  he  should  have  doubted  ?  The  Jews  in  general, 
who  expected  a  Messiah  at  all,  believed  in  the  universality  of  his 
reign.  The  prophets  foretold  distinctly  that  the  Gentiles  under 
him  should  form  one  people  with  the  Jews,  that  they  should  both 
acknowledge  the  same  God,  and  be  acknowledged  of  him ;  see, 
e.  g.  Mich.  4,  1  sq. ;  Am.  9,  12  ;  Is.  2,  2  sq.,;  40,  5  ;  54,  4  sq.,  etc. 
Add  to  this,  that  the  Saviour  himself  before  his  ascension  had 
charged  his  disciples  to  go  into  all  the  world  and  preach  the  gospel 
to  every  creature.  The  relation  in  which  the  Gentile  believers 
were  to  stand  to  Judaism,  how  far  they  were  to  practise  its  rites* 
and  in  that  respect  assimilate  to  the  Jews,  was  not  so  well  under 
stood.  On  that  question,  it  is  true,  they  needed  and  received 
further  instruction  as  to  the  course  to  be  pursued.  Those  who 
reject  the  foregoing  explanation  suppose  iraa-i  rot?  eis  paKpav  to  de 
note  the  foreign  Jews.  But  they  are  included  already  in  vjuv, 
since  many  of  those  addressed  were  pilgrims  who  had  come  to 
Jerusalem  to  celebrate  the  present  feast.  This  sense  of  the  phrase 

1  Commentar  ubcr  den  Brief  Pauli  an  die  Ephesier,  p.  213  sq. 

2  Das  apostolische  Zeitalter,  zweiter  Band,  p.  42  (1853). 
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renders  it  superfluous.  —  oo-ovs  ov,  K.  r.  X.,  whomsoever  the  Lord 
shall  have  called.  For  the  verbal  form,  see  the  note  on  v.  21.  The 
expression  imports,  that  as  many  would  secure  a  part  in  the 
promise  as  it  should  prove  that  the  divine  purpose  had  embraced. 

V.  40.  Copies  fluctuate  between  Sie/xa/a-rrpero  and  Sie/mprvparo. 
The  imperfect  agrees  best  with  the  next  verb  —  o-w^re,  save 
yourselves.  For  this  middle  sense,  see  W.  §  39.  2.  —  airo  TT}S  yeveas, 
K.  T.  X.,  from  this  perverse  (Phil.  2,  lo)  generation,  i.  e.  from  par 
ticipation  in  their  guilt  and  doom;  comp.  1  Cor.  11,  32;  Gal.  1,  4. 

V.  41.  ovv,  therefore,  viz.  in  consequence  of  Peter's  exhorta 
tion.  —  01  plv,  K.  T.  X.,  they  (who  were  mentioned  as  penitent  in 
v.  37)  having  received  his  word,  viz.  that  in  v.  38  sq.  (De  Wet. 
Mey.).  Many  adopt  the  substantive  construction  :  they  who  re 
ceived  (Bng.  Kuin.  E.  Vv.).  The  first  view  identifies  those  who 
believe  here  more  distinctly  with  those  in  v.  37,  who  evince  such 
a  preparation  for  the  exercise  of  faith,  and  may  be  preferable  on 
that  account ;  but  the  use  of  the  participle  in  other  respects  (as 
we  saw  on  1,  16)  involves  an  ambiguity.  doyxeVw?,  gladly,  elicits  a 
correct  idea,  but  is  hardly  genuine.  —  ^v^ou,  souls,  persons,  see  v.  43 ; 
3,  23 ;  7,  14  ;  27,  37.  The  frequency  of  this  sense  may  be  He 
braistic,  but  not  the  sense  itself. — e/?a7m'o>%7o-cu/,  were  baptized,  not 
necessarily  at  once  after  the  discourse,  but  naturally  during  the 
same  day,  if  we  unite  the  next  clause  (rfj  y^pa  e'/ceiV^,  see  on  8, 
1)  closely  with  this.  But  the  compendious  form  of  the  narrative 
would  allow  us  with  some  editors  to  place  a  colon  between  the 
two  clauses  ;  and  then  the  baptism  could  be  regarded  as  subse 
quent  to  Trposere^T/o-av,  taking  place  at  such  time  and  under  such 
circumstances  as  the  convenience  of  the  parties  might  require. 
It  is  proper  to  add  (against  Alf.)  that  the  pools  so  numerous  and 
large  which  encircled  Jerusalem,  as  both  those  still  in  use  and  the 
remains  of  others  testify  at  the  present  day,  afforded  ample  means 
for  the  administration  of  the  rite.  The  habits  of  the  East,  as 
every  traveller  knows,  would  present  no  obstacle  to  such  a  use 
of  the  public  reservoirs. 

V.  42.  Trpoo-Kaprcpowres,  K.  T.  X.,  constantly  applying  themselves 
unto  the  teaching  of  the  apostles  ;  they  sought  to  know  more  and 
more  of  the  gospel  which  they  had  embraced.  —  KO.L  rfi  KOWWVLO. 
(comp.  et^ov  Kou/a  in  v.  44),  and  unto  the  communication,  distribution, 
i.  e.  of  money  or  other  supplies  for  the  poor  (Heinr.  Kuin.  Olsh. 
Bmg.  Hmph.)  ;  the  fellowship,  i.  e.  the  community,  oneness  of 
spirit  and  effort  which  bound  the  first  Christians  to  each  other 
(Bng.  Mey.  Rob.)  ;  the  communion,  meals  in  common,  dydtTrai, 
which  were  followed  by  the  Lord's  supper  (Bez.  Grot.  De  Wet.)  ; 


CHAP.  II,  32.  43.  COMMENTARY.  71 

the  Sacrament  itself  (Liglitf.  Est.  Wlf.)  I  prefer  the  first  sense 
of  this  doubtful  word,  because  all  the  other  nouns  denote  an  act, 
not  a  state  of  mind  or  feeling;  because  the  participle  applies  to 
an  act  rather  than  an  abstract  quality  (which  arc  objections  to  the 
second  sense)  ;  because  tlus  use  of  the  term  is  justified  by  Rom. 
15,  26 ;  2  Cor.  8,  4 ;  especially  Heb.  13,  16 ;  and  because,  as  the 
contributions  would  naturally  be  made  at  their  meetings,  the  sev 
eral  nouns  relate  then  to  a  common  subject,  viz.  their  religious 
assemblies.  It  may  be  added,  that  their  liberality  towards  the 
poor  was  so  characteristic  of  the  first  Christians,  that  this  sketch 
ot  their  religious  habits  might  be  expected  to  include  that  partic 
ular.  KOLvwia  in  the  sense  of  our  communion,  the  Lord's  Supper, 
appears  not  to  nave  prevailed  before  the  fourth  century  (Suicer 
Thesaur.  s.  v.  as  cited  by  Hmph.),  and  hence  the  last  of  the 
meaning*,  given  above  may  be  laid  out  of  the  account  here.  The 
meals  in  common  or  ayaTrai  were  known  to  be  a  part  of  the  KAoo-ts 
TOV  oipTov  (see  below),  and  consequently  would  not  need  to  be 
specified  in  this  connection  by  a  separate  term.  The  E.  V.  unites 
aTToo-ToAoov  with  both  nouns  :  the  apostle's  doctrine  and  fellowship 
(also  Tynd.  Cranm.  Gen.)  With  that  combination  we  should  have 
had  regularly  the  genitive  after  the  second  noun,  without  a  repe 
tition  of  the  article.  See  W.  $  19.  3.  c.  Some  assume  a  hendia- 
dys  :  the  communion  in  the  breaking  of  bread  (  Vulg.  Wicl.  Blmf.). 
The  analysis  is  not  only  awkward,  but  opposed  by  rfj  before 
KAao-ei.  —  rrj  /cAao-ei  TOV  aprov  denotes  the  breaking  of  the  bread  as 
performed  at  the  Lord's  Supper.  See  20,  7.  11  ;  1  Cor.  10,  16. 
The  expression  itself  may  designate  an  ordinary  meal,  as  in  Luke 
24,  35  ;  but  that  here  would  be  an  unmeaning  notice.  There  can 
be  no  doubt  that  the  Eucharist,  at  this  period,  was  preceded  uni 
formly  by  a  common  repast,  as  was  the  case  when  the  ordinance 
was  instituted.  Most  scholars  hold  that  this  was  the  prevailing 
usage  in  the  first  centuries  after  Christ.  We  have  traces  of  that 
practice  in  1  Cor.  11,  20  sq.,  and,  in  all  probability,  in  v.  46  below. 
The  bread  only  being  mentioned  here,  the  Catholics  appeal  to  this 
passage  as  proving  that  their  custom  of  distributing  but  one  ele 
ment  (the  cup  they  withhold  from  the  laity)  is  the  apostolic  one. 
It  is  a  case  obviously  in  which  the  leading  act  of  the  transaction 
gives  name  t«  the  transaction  itself. 

VERSES  43-47.      Benevolence  of  the  First  Christians;   their  Joy, 
their  Increase. 

V.  43.     Tra.(rrj  if/vxfj,  unto  every  soul  of  those  who  heard  of  the 
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events  just  related,  viz.  the  descent  of  the  Spirit,  the  miracle  of 
tongues,  the  conversion  of  such  a  multitude ;  comp.  5,  5.  —  <£o- 
fios,  fear,  religious  awe;  see  Luke  1,  65.  —  TroAAa  in  this  position 
belongs  to  both  nouns,  see  17,  12.  W.  $  59.  5.  —  8ia  rwv  dTroo-roXwi/, 
tfJough  the  apostles  as  instruments,  while  the  power  was  God's ; 
see  v.  22  and  15,  12.  —  cytvcro,  were  wrought  (imperf),  during  this 
general  period. 

V.  44.  CTTC  TO  avro,  not  harmonious  (Calv.  Kuin.),  but  together, 
i.  e.  they  met  daily  in  one  place,  as  explained  in  v.  46  ;  see  on  1, 
15.  —  KCU  ct^oi/  ....  Kotva,  and  they  had  all  things  common,  looked 
upon  their  possessions  not  as  their  own,  but  held  them  as  subject 
to  the  use  of  the  church  as  they  were  needed.  The  next  words 
refer  to  the  act  of  disposing  of  their  property,  and  hence  these 
describe  the  antecedent  principle  or  spirit  which  prompted  the 
act.  The  remark  is  defined  by  o£Se  ets  .  .  .  .  eXeyev  ....  eti/at  in  4, 
32  :  neither  did  any  one  say,  etc. 

V.  45.  TO,  KT-^/xara  KCU  ras  vTrap^eis,  their  estates,  lands,  and  othei 
possessions.  —  aura,  them,  i.  e.  the  proceeds  of  the  sale.  W.  $  22. 
3.  —  /cavort  ....  et^e,  as  any  one  from  time  to  time  had  need,  av 
with  the  indicative  in  a  relative  sentence  denotes  a  recurring  act. 
W.  §  42.  3.  a.  As  this  clause  qualifies  also  eTuVpao-Koy  (imperf.  as 
done  again  and  again),  it  shows  that  they  did  not  aH^nate  their 
property  at  once,  but  parted  with  it  as  occasion  required. 

V.  46.  ofjLoSvpa&ov,  as  in  v.  1.  —  KO.T'  OIKOV,  from  house  to  house, 
comp.  Kara  Tro'Aiv  in  Tit.  1,  5 ;  i.  e.  in  different  houses,  some  in  one, 
some  in  another,  or  perhaps  in  different  houses  successively  (E. 
V.  Kuin.  Neand.) ;  or  at  home,  in  private,  see  Phil.  v.  2  (Olsh. 
De  Wet.  Mey.  Gen.  V.).  Even  in  the  latter  case  we  may  sup 
pose  that  they  met  in  separate  parties  at  different  places ;  not 
necessarily  (as  Mey.),  all  in  a  single  place  at  once.  Both  render 
ings  are  justifiable.  The  latter  may  be  more  exact  in  form,  since 
it  brings  out  more  strongly  an  apparent  contrast  between  the  pub 
lic  worship  and  their  more  private  services.  eV  in  the  place  of 
/caret  would  have  removed  the  ambiguity.  Neander  (Pflanzung, 
u.  s.  w.,  Vol.  I.  p.  36),  observes  that  a  single  room  would  hardly 
have  contained  the  present  number  of  converts.  He  supposes 
that,  in  addition  to  their  daily  resort  to  the  temple,  they  met  in 
smaller  companies,  at  different  places ;  that  they  here  received 
instruction  from  their  teachers  or  one  another,  and  prayed  and 
sang  together ;  and,  as  the  members  of  a  common  family,  closed 
their  interview  with  a  repast,  at  which  bread  and  wine  were  dis 
tributed  in  memory  of  the  Saviour's  last  meal  with  his  disciples. 
In  conformity  with  this  view,  K^VTCS  aprov  may  refer  to  their  break- 
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ing  bread  in  connection  with  the  Sacrament,  and 
T/>O<£T)S  to  their  reception  of  food  for  ordinary  purposes.  —  d</>eA- 
OTTJTL  /capSi'a?,  with  simplicity  of  heart,  with  child-like  affection 
towards  God  and  one  another. 

V.  47.  xa-PLV>favor>  approbation,  (Luke  2,  52.)  —  TOVS  o-<o£o/xei/ovs, 
those  who  are  saved,  or  more  strictly  are  becoming  saved  from  day 
to  day,  since  the  present  tense  denotes  a  process  going  on.  See 
1  Cor.  1,  18  and  2  Cor.  2,  15.  The  Greek  should  have  been  rows 
o-co-cuo-yu-eVovg  (perf.),  to  signify  that  they  had  already  secured  their 
salvation;  and  roi>s  O-W^O-O/AO/OVS  (fut.)  to  signify  that  they  were 
certain  of  its  completion.  See  Green's  Gr.  p.  28.  The  expres 
sion  implies  a  certainty  resulting  not  so  much  from  God's  pur 
pose,  as  from  human  conduct.  The  doctrine  is  that  those  who 
embrace  the  gospel  adopt  the  infallible  means  of  being  saved.  — 
7rposm'£«,  added,  (imperf.  with  reference  to  KO&  rj^ipav,)  brings  to 
view  God's  agency  in  that  acceptance  of  the  gospel  which 
ensures  salvation. 


CHAPTER    III. 

VERSES  1-10.     Healing  of  the  Lame  Man  by  Peter  and  John. 


V.  1.  eVl  TO  avro,  together,  in  company,  see  1,  15.  —  uW/ 
were  going  up  ;  because  the  temple  was  on  Mount  Moriah,  and 
even  from  the  gate  where  the  miracle  occurred  (v.  3),  a  flight  of 
steps  led  to  the  court  of  the  Israelites.  —  rrjv  Iwdrrjv,  the  ninth. 
This  was  our  three  o'clock,  P.  M.,  at  which  time  the  evening  sac 
rifice  was  offered  ;  see  on  2,  15.  The  apostles  and  other  believers 
at  Jerusalem  had  not  yet  withdrawn  from  the  Jewish  worship 
(see  also,  21,  23  sq.),  and  it  is  probable  that  most  of  them  con 
tinued  to  adhere  to  the  services  of  the  temple,  until  the  destruc 
tion  of  tlie  temple  abolished  them.  But  the  spirit  with  which 
they  performed  these  services  was  no  longer  the  Jewish  spirit. 
Instead  of  regarding  their  compliance  with  the  ordinances  of  the 
law  as  an  act  of  merit,  they  recognized  Christ  as  "  the  end  of  the 
law  for  righteousness  to  every  one  that  believeth."  They  viewed 
the  sacrifices  which  continued  to  be  offered,  not  as  having  any 
efficacy  to  procure  the  remission  of  sin,  or  as  typical  of  an  atone 
ment  still  to  be  made,  but  as  realized  already  in  the  death  of 
10 
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Christ,  and  hence  as  mementos,  as  often  as  they  beheld  them  or 
participated  in  them,  of  the  "one  sacrifice  for  sins"  effected 
"  through  the  offering  of  the  body  of  Jesus  Christ."  As  in  the 
case  of  circumcision,  so  undoubtedly  the  Jewish  Christians  relin 
quished  the  other  rites  of  Judaism  only  by  degrees.  They  were 
brought  fully  to  this,  in  part  by  obtaining  a  clearer  insight  into  the 
relation  of  the  ancient  economy  to  the  new,  and  in  part  by  the 
occurrence  of  national  circumstances  which  hastened  the  result. 
From  the  Jewish  synagogues,  on  the  contrary,  they  must  have 
separated  at  once,  as  soon  as  their  distinctive  views  became 
known.  It  was  impossible  to  avow  the  Christian  faith,  and  re 
main  connected  with  those  communities.  Compare  the* note  on 
9,  2.  We  have  seen  in  the  second  chapter,  that,  in  connection 
with  the  worship  of  the  temple,  the  believers  at  Jerusalem  main 
tained  separate  religious  worship  among  themselves. 

V.  2.  e/2ao-Ta£eTo,  was  carried  along  (relative  imperf.)  just  then 
as  the  apostles  arrived.  —  ITL$OW  is  imperf.  with  reference  to  the 
custom  of  placing  the  cripple  here.  —  r^v  A-eyo/xeV^v  u>/jaiW,  the 
one  catted  Beautiful.  Most  interpreters  think  that  this  was  the 
gate  described  by  Josephus  (Bel.  Jud.  5.  5.  3;  Antt.  15.  11.  3),  as 
composed  chiefly  of  Corinthian  brass,  and  as  excelling  all  the 
other  gates  of  the  temple  in  the  splendor  of  its  appearance, 
though  it  is  not  mentioned  by  him  under  this  particular  appella 
tion.  If  this  be  so,  the  gate  then  was  on  the  east  side  towards 
Olivet  (f)  avaroXiKi/j  says  Jos.),  and  was  an  inner  gate  (7^X77  TOV 
fvBorepov  ^aA/d}  ovo~r)),  leading  from  the  court  of  the  Gentiles  into 
the  court  of  the  Israelites.  It  is  not  against  this  that  Josephus 
speaks  also  of  this  gate  as  r}  e£co#ei/  TOV  vew ;  for  he  must  mean 
(the  term  is  not  lepoi/)  the  one  exterior  to  the  temple  strictly  so 
called,  the  sanctuary;  not  (as  Mey.)  opening  from  without  into 
the  enclosure  of  the  sacred  precincts.  The  folds  of  this  brazen 
gate  were  fifty  cubits  high  and  forty  broad,  and  were  covered 
with  plates  of  gold  and  silver.  Luke's  epithet  —  d>/><uW —  could 
not  have  had  a  more  pertinent  application.  Some  have  thought 
that  the  gate  to  which  he  refers  must  have  been  one  of  the  outer 
gates,  because  what  is  related  in  v.  1 1  sq.  took  place  in  Solomon's 
porch,  which  was  in  the  court  of  the  Gentiles.  But  we  may 
suppose,  as  Lightfoot  suggests,  that,  the  apostles  having  been 
with  the  lame  man  into  the  temple,  i.  e.  the  court  of  the  Israel 
ites  (see  v.  8),  were  returning,  and  had  reached  the  court  of  the 
Gentiles,  when  the  concourse  of  the  people  there  spoken  of  took 
place.  —  TOV  atrctv,  telic,  in  order  to  ask.  This  use  of  the  infinitive 
with  TOV  to  denote  the  object  for  winch  an  act  is  performed 
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(comp.  18,  10 ;  26,  18  ;  Mark  4,  3,  etc.),  results  naturally  from  the 
nature  of  the  genitive  as  the  wkence-case. .  The  older  writers 
supplied  €i/£Ka  or  x°-pw ;  but  the  construction  is  neither  elliptical 
nor  Hebraistic.  W.  $  44.  4.  b. ;  S.  $  165.  3.  2 ;  K.  $  308.  2.  b.  — 
TOJV  flo-TTPpevofjievwv  ets  TO  UpoV,  Ztee  entering  into  the  temple,  i.  e.  the 
court  where  the  Jews  worshipped ;  if,  as  suggested  above,  the 
lame  man  sat  at  the  gate  of  that  court.  TO  lepov  here  too  may  be 
the  temple  in  its  aggregate  sense  ;  not  perforce  the  outer  court 
(Mey.).  If  a  noun  follows  an  intransitive  verb  compounded  with 
a  preposition,  it  is  common  to  repeat  the  preposition  before  the 
noun  ;  see  v.  3.  8  ;  22,  6  ;  Matt.  7,  23,  etc.  W.  $  56.  2. 

V.  3.  os,  who,  stands  often  where  OVTOS,  this  one,  would  be  the 
ordinary  connective.  K.  $  334.  3.  —  \afiw  (omitted  in  v.  2)  is  not 
strictly  pleonastic,  but  expands  the  idea  of  fjpuTa.  W.  $  63.  4.  d. 
It  is  left  out  of  some  copies,  but  is  genuine. 

V.  4.  fiXtyov  cis  i7/>tas,  look  upon  us.  Their  object  appears  to 
have  been  to  gain  his  attention  more  fully  to  their  words ;  so  that, 
as  they  said,  "  In  the  name  of  Jesus  Christ,"  etc.  (v.  6),  he  might 
understand  to  whom  he  was  indebted  for  the  benefit  conferred 
upon  him. 

V.  5.  eVe^o/  CLVTOLS  SC.  rov  vow  (comp.  Luke  14,  7),  fixed  his 
mind  upon  them.  The  man's  eager  expectation  looked  through  Ins 
countenance.  —  n,  something  in  the  way  of  alms.  We  have 
no  evidence  that  he  recognized  Peter  and  John  as  the  disciples 
of  Christ,  and  expected  that  they  would  heal  his  infirmity.  Their 
address  to  him  in  the  next  verse  precludes  that  supposition. 

V.  6.  lv  TW  ovofum,  K.  T.  X.,  i.  e.  we  speaking  in  his  name,  by 
virtue  of  his  authority;  comp.  16,  18.  The  language  of  Christ, 
on  the  contrary,  when  he  performed  a  miracle,  was,  <rol  Aeyu>,  or  to 
that  effect ;  see  Luke  5,  24.  —  TOV  Na£w/Wov  is  added  for  the  sake 
of  distinction,  as  in  2,  22.  —  TrepiTraTei  is  imperative  present,  and 
not  aorist,  like  eyetpai,  because  it  denotes  a  continued  act ;  comp. 
8,  26  ;  13,  8,  etc.  W.  $  43.  3.  b. ;  S.  §  141,  5. 

V.  7.  Tricuras,  K.  T.  X.,  having  taken  him  by  the  right  hand,  and 
thus  encouraged  him  to  obey  their  command.  See  Mark  9, 
27.  avrov  exemplifies  the  rule  that  a  genitive  which  belongs  to 
two  or  more  nouns  usually  precedes  them.  W.  $  30.  3.  4.  — 
/2oo-£is,  feet ;  afapd,  ankles.  This  particularity  has  been  reckoned 
amopg  the  traces  of  a  professional  habit,  for  which  Luke  is  dis 
tinguished.  See  on  28,  8. 

V.  8.  c^aAAo/xei/os,  leaping  forth  from  the  place  where  he  sat, 
and  up  only  as  involved  ;  not  from  his  bed  (Mey.,  but  dropped  in 
his  last  ed.)  since  Ka^rJ/xcvos  (v.  10)  shows  that  he  was  not  reclin- 
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ing.  —  earr),  stood  for  the  first  time  since  he  was  born  (v.  2).  — 
TeptcTraret,  walked  to  and  fro,  as  if  to  make  trial  of  his  newly  found 
strength.  —  eis  TO  lepov,  into  the  temple,  its  inner  part  beyond  the 
gate  where  the  lame  man  had  been  healed  (see  on  v.  2).  —  In 
TrepLTraruv,  K.  T.  X.,  Luke  writes  as  if  he  were  giving  the  recital  of 
some  eye-witness. 

V.  10.  €7rey<Wo-Kov  .  .  .  .  on  ovYos,  they  recognized  him  (upon  at 
tentive  scrutiny,  hence  imperf.)  that  this  one,  etc.  The  subject  of 
the  subordinate  clause  is  attracted  here  into  the  principal  clause, 
and  then  repeated  in  ovros.  So  in  4,  13  ;  9,  20  ;  13,  32  ;  16,  3,  etc. 
The  subject  of  the  second  clause  becomes  in  this  way  more  prom 
inent  W.  $  66.  5  ;  B.  §151  I.  6.  7.  The  ordinary  construction 
would  omit  avrov  after  €7rey<Wo-Kov,  and  make  the  sentence  after 
on  the  object  of  the  verb.  —  Trpos  rrjv  eAe^juoo-w^v,  for  the  alms 
which  he  solicited. 

VERSES   11-26.      The  Testimony  of  Peter  after  the  Mir  acU. 

V.  11.  KparovvTos  avrov,  while  lie  is  holding  them  fast,  or  keeping 
near  to  them.  This  latter  signification,  says  De  Wette,  has  not  been 
fully  proved,  but  arises  naturally  out  of  the  other.  Meyer  adheres 
more  correctly  to  the  first  meaning  :  the  man  in  the  ardor  of  his 
gratitude  clung  to  his  benefactors,  and  would  not  be  separated 
from  them,  avrov  is  considered  the  correct  reading,  instead  of 
rov  taJeVros  ^toXou  in  the  common  text  (Grsb.  Mey.  Lchm.).  The 
addition  has  been  transferred  to  the  English  version.  —  o-roa  .... 
^oAojuaivos.  See  John  10,  23.  This  hall  or  porch  was  on  the  east 
ern  side  of  the  temple,  in  the  court  of  the  heathen.  The  general 
opinion  is  that  it  was  called  the  porch  of  Solomon,  because  it  oc 
cupied  the  site  of  a  porch  which  had  been  connected  with  the 
first  temple.  Liicke  ]  thinks  that  it  may  have  been  a  structure 
built  by  Solomon  himself,  which  had  escaped  the  destruction  of 
the  first  temple.  Tholuck2  expresses  the  same  belief.  It  accords 
with  this  view  that  Josephus  (Aiitt.  20.  9.  7)  calls  the  porch  cpyov 
^oXo/xojvos.  In  popular  speech,  says  Lightfoot,  the  Jews  some 
times  meant  the  entire  court  of  the  Gentiles  when  they  spoke  of 
Solomon's  porch.  —  tK$a/*,/3oi  agrees  with  Aaos  as  a  collective  term; 
comp.  5,  16. 

V.  12.  iSojv,  seeing  their  astonishment.  —  ob-eK/Di'varo,  K.  r.  X., 
proceeded  to  speak  (Hebraistic,  see  5,  8),  or  perhaps  ansivered 
unto  the  people  (De  Wet.  Mey.),  since  their  looks  of  wonder 

1  Commentar  iiber  das  Evangelium  dcs  Johannes,  Vol.  II.  p.  361. 

2  Commentar  zum  Evangelium  Johannis,  p.  256  (secliste  Auflage). 
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seemed  to  ask  for  some  explanation  of  the  miracle  (see  v.  11). — 
cVi  TovVw  may  be  neuter,  at  this  thing,  see  v.  10  (E.  Vv.)  ;  but 
more  probably  masculine,  at  this  one  (Mey.  De  Wet.),  which  pre 
pares  the  way  for  avroV,  like  the  succession  of  rovrov  and  aur<5  in  v. 
16.  —  fjfjlv,  upon  us,  emphatic,  as  distinguished  from  Christ  or  God, 
to  whom  the  miracle  ought  to  have  turned  their  thoughts.  —  artv- 
i'£er€  takes  its  object  in  the  dative  (see  also  10,  4  ;  14,  9) ;  or  in 
the  accusative  with  «s  (comp.  v.  4  ;  1,  10  ;  6,  15).  —  o>s  tSia,  *.  r.  A., 
as  by  our  own  (inherent  or  self-acquired)  power,  or  (since  power 
had  been  exerted )  jtrie/!?/  as  the  reason  of  its  being  conferred  on 
them.  —  7r€7rot^/cocrt  ....  OLVTOV,  having  effected  (ecbatic  infinitive) 
that  he  should  walk.  W.  $44.  4 ;  S.  §  165.  3. 

V.  13.  eSd^ao-e,  glorified,  honored,  not  by  the  miracle  at  this  time 
(Mey.),  but  by  all  the  mighty  works  which  attested  his  mission; 
see  2,  22. —  TrcuSa,  not  son  =  w6s,  but  servant  ^=  "i-r,  which  was 
one  of  the  prophetic  appellations  of  the  Messiah,  especially  in 
the  second  part  of  Isaiah.  See  Matt.  12,  18,  as  compared  with 
Is.  42,  1  sq.  The  term  occurs  again  in  this  sense  in  v.  26 ;  4, 
27.  30.  —  IJLCV  as  in  1,  1.  The  antithetic  idea  may  have  been  that 
in  v.  17.  —  TrapeSdWre,  ye  delivered  up,  viz.  to  Pilate.  —  rjpv^oraa-^e, 
denied,  refused  to  acknowledge  as  Messiah.  —  avroV.  It  will  be 
seen  that  the  writer  drops  here  the  relative  structure  of  the  sen 
tence.  —  KptvavTos  ....  aTToXvew,  when,  or  although  he  decided,  viz. 
that  it  was  just  to  release  him;  see  Luke  23,  16;  John  19,4. 
CKCIVOV  refers  here  to  the  nearer  noun,  and  performs  the  proper 
office  of  TOVTOV.  W.  $  23.  1.  It  is  not  uncommon  for  Greek  writers 
to  interchange  these  pronouns. 

V.  14.  Se,  but,  contrasts  their  conduct  with  that  of  Pilate.  — 
TOV  ayiov  is  a  Messianic  title,  as  in  Luke  4,  34.  TOV  StWov,  the  Just 
one.  The  epithets  mark  the  contrast  between  his  character  and 
that  of  Barabbas.  —  arSpa  <£ove'a,  i.  e.  not  merely  a  man,  but  a  man 
who  was  a  murderer ;  see  Matt.  27,  16  sq. ;  Mark  15,  7  sq. 

V.  15.  TOV  8e  dpxr/yov  TTJS  £WT}?,  but  the  author  of  life,  i.  e.  as  De 
We  tie  remarks,  of  life  in  the  fullest  sense  in  which  the  Scriptures 
ascribe  that  property  to  the  Saviour,  viz.  spiritual  or  Christian  life 
(comp.  John  1,  4;  Heb.  2,  10),  and  also  natural  or  physical  life 
(comp.  John  5,  26  ;  11,  25).  Olshausen  and  Meyer  suppose  the 
main  idea  to  be  that  of  spiritual  life  ;  but  the  evident  relation  of 
£an}s  to  aTreKTciWe  shows  that  the  other  idea  is  certainly  not  to  be 
excluded.  A  terrible  aggravation  in  this  murder  was  that  he 
whom  they  deprived  of  life  was  himself  the  one  who  gives  life 
to  all.  —  €K  VCK/>COV,  from  the  dead;  the  article  usually  omitted  after 
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e£,  but  inserted  after  airo.     W.  $  19.  —  ov  .  .  .  .  ea-fj.lv,  of  whom  (13, 
31),  or  of  which  we  are  witnesses ;  see  note  on  2,  32. 

V.  16.  CTTI  TY)  Tno-ra,  K.  r.  X.,  upon  the  faith  in  his  name  enter 
tained  by  us,  i.  e.,  on  account  of  their  faith  as  the  ground  or  con 
dition  God  had  performed  this  act.  Some  construe  ZTTL  as  telic  : 
upon  the  faith  as  the  object,  i.  e.  in  order  to  produce  faith  in  the 
lame  man  and  in  others  (Olsh.  Hmph.).  This  latter  meaning 
not  only  strains  the  preposition,  but  overlooks  the  manifest  paral 
lelism  in  sense  between  this  clause  and  the  following  /cat  fj  irums, 
K.r.X. — OVOJJMTOS  is  the  genitive  of  the  object,  and  the  expression 
is  like  iriims  $eov  in  Mark  11,  22  and  Tucms  Tfyo-oC  in  Rom.  3,  22. 
W.  $  30.  1.  —  ov  .  .  .  .  otSore,  whom  you  see  entirely  restored  now 
to  bodily  vigor,  and  know  as  a  person  who  was  formerly  inrirm, 
helpless.  —  TO  ovo/uz,  K.  r.  A..,  his  name,  i.  e.  he  invoked  by  an  ap 
peal  to  him  as  that  which  his  name  represents  (see  on  2,  21), 
made  strong  (a  definite  past).  The  reason  for  expressing  the  idea 
in  this  manner  is  evident  from  v.  6.  — 17  TTMTTIS  17  oY  avrov,  the  faith 
that  is  wrought  in  us  through  him  (De  Wet.  Mey.  Win.).  The 
apostles  here,  it  will  be  observed,  ascribe  the  origin,  as  well  as 
the  efficacy,  of  their  faith  to  Christ.  Compare  1  Pet.  1,  21.  This 
second  clause  of  the  verse  repeats  essentially  the  idea  of  the 
first,  in  order  to  affirm  more  emphatically  that  it  was  not  their 
own  power,  but  the  power  of  Christ,  which  had  performed  the 
miracle.  —  aarfvavrt  TTOVTW  £//,a>v,  in  the  presence  of  you  all;  and 
hence  they  must  acknowledge  that  no  other  means  had  been  used 
to  effect  the  miracle. 

V.  17.  Having  set  before  them  their  aggravated  guilt,  the 
apostle  would  now  suggest  to  them  the  hope  of  mercy.  d8eA<£o£ 
brethren,  Peter  says  here  because  he  would  conciliate  his  hearers ; 
but  in  v.  12,  where  the  object  is  reproof,  crimination,  he  says  more 
formally,  though  courteously,  avSpes  'Icr/ca^Xtrat.  One  of  the  marks 
of  truth  would  be  wanting  without  this  accordance  between  the 
style  and  the  changing  mental  moods  of  the  speaker.  —  on  .  .  .  . 
€7rpa£are,  that  ye  acted  in  ignorance,  i.  e.  of  the  full  criminality  of 
their  conduct.  They  had  sinned,  but  their  sin  was  not  of  so  deep 
a  dye  that  it  could  not  have  been  still  more  heinous.  The  lan 
guage  of  Peter  concedes  to  them  such  a  palliation  of  the  deed  as 
consisted,  at  the  time  of  their  committing  it,  in  the  absence  of  a 
distinct  conviction  that  he  whom  they  crucified  was  the  Lord  of 
life  and  glory  (see  13,  27,  and  1  Cor.  2,  8)  ;  but  it  does  not  exon 
erate  them  from  the  guilt  of  having  resisted  the  evidence  that 
this  was  his  character,  which  had  been  furnished  by  his  miracles, 
his  life,  doctrine,  and  resurrection.  The  Saviour  himself,  in  his 
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dying  prayer,  urged  the  same  extenuation  in  behalf  of  his  mur 
derers  :  "Father,  forgive  them,  for  they  know  not  what  they  do." 
Compare  also  the  language  of  Paul  in  1  Tim.  1,  13:  "  Who  was 
before  a  blasphemer,  and  a  persecutor,  and  injurious  ;  but  I  ob 
tained  mercy  because  I  did  it  ignorantly  in  unbelief.  —  oWe/)  /cat 
ot  ap^oKres  V/AOJV,  as  also  your  rulers,  who  were  not  present,  and 
hence  are  distinguished  from  those  addressed. 

V.  18.  8V,  but,  i.  e.  while  they  did  this  they  accomplished  a 
divine  purpose.  —  TTCIVTWV  ran/  7rpo<f>rjruv,  instead  of  being  taken 
strictly,  may  be  viewed  as  a  phrase  :  the  prophets  as  a  whole.  For 
this  restricted  use  of  Tras  in  such  general  expressions,  see  Matt. 
3,  5 ;  Mark  1,  37  ;  John  3,  26.  Most  of  the  books  of  the  Old 
Testament  foretell  distinctly  the  sufferings  and  death  of  the  Mes 
siah.  Compare  Luke  24,  27.  Olshausen  regards  the  entire  his 
tory  of  the  Jews  as  typical,  and  in  that  view  maintains  that  aU 
the  ancient  prophets  prophesied  of  Christ.  —  ira&tlv  rov  Xpurrov 
that  the  Christ  (who  was  to  come)  icould,  or  must  suffer  (De  Wet.) 
After  verbs  which  signify  to  declare,  believe,  and  the  like,  the 
infinitive  implies  often  the  idea  of  necessity  or  obligation.  W.  § 
45,  3.  b. —  OVTW  refers  to  the  previous  verse:  thus,  in  this  way, 
viz  by  their  agency  ;  comp.  13,  27.  It  is  incorrect  to  understand 
it  of  the  accordance  between  the  fulfilment  and  the  prediction. 

V.  19.  /xeravorjo-are  ovv,  repent  therefore,  since  your  guilt  is  not 
such  as  to  exclude  you  from  the  mercy  procured  by  the  Saviour 
whom  you  have  crucified.  —  eTrurrpe'i/we,  turn,  i.  e.  from  your 
present  course  or  character  unto  Christ  (9,  35;  11,  21);  or  unto 
God  (14,  15  ;  15,  i9).  What  is  required  here  includes  faith  as  a 
constituent  part  of  the  act  to  be  performed.  —  efc  .  .  .  .  d/xaprta?, 
that  your  sins  may  be  blotted  out,  obliterated  as  it  were  from  the 
book  or  tablet  where  they  are  recorded ;  comp.  Col.  2,  14  ;  Is.  43, 
25.  —  OTTWS  av,  K.  r.  A..,  in  order  that  (telic,  comp.  Matt.  6,  5)  the 
times  of  refreshing  may  come,  i.  e.  to  you  personally,  that  you  may 
have  part  in  the  blessings  of  the  Messiah's  kingdom,  for  which 
men  can  be  prepared  only  by  repentance  and  the  pardon  of  their 
sins,  av  after  oVws  followed  by  the  conjunctive  represents  the 
act  of  the  verb  as  dependent,  i.  e.  in  this  case,  on  their  com 
pliance  with  the  exhortation.  W.  $42.  6  ;  Hart.  Partik.  Vol.  II. 
p.  289.  OTTO)?  as  a  particle  of  time,  when  (as  in  E.  V.)  is  foreign 
to  the  New  Testament  idiom.  See  Green's  Gr.  p.  77.  We  must 
discard  that  translation  here.  Scholefield  (Hints,1  etc.,  p.  40)  pleads 

1  Hints  for  Improvements  in  the  Authorized  Version  of  the  New  Testament,  by 
the  late  Rev.  James  Scholefield,  Professor  of  Greek  in  the  University  of  Cam 
bridge,  England  (4th  ed.  1857). 
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faintly  for  retaining  it,  but  admits  that  the  weight  of  evidence  is 
against  it.  It  is  not  entirely  certain  whether  Kaipol  dvai//u£ews  re 
fers  to  the  present  consolations  of  the  gospel,  or  to  the  blessedness 
which  awaits  the  followers  of  Christ  at  the  end  of  the  world, 
when  he  shall  return  and  receive  them  to  himself  in  heaven. 
The  expression,  in  itself  considered,  would  very  aptly  describe 
the  peace  of  mind  and  joy  which  result  from  a  consciousness  of 
pardon  and  reconciliation  to  God.  So  one  class  of  commentators 
understand  it.  Others  think  that  the  time  here  meant  must  coin 
cide  with  that  in  the  next  verse  ;  and  hence  suppose  the  apostle 
to  have  in  view  Christ's  second  coming,  when  those  who  have 
believed  on  him  shall  enter  upon  their  eternal  rest  in  heaven. 
Compare  Heb.  4,  9-11.  Taken  thus,  the  image  of  the  future 
state  in  dvai/^ews  is  that  of  relief  or  refreshment  of  the  wearied 
soul  after  toils  and  sorrows,  and  is  strikingly  similar  to  Paul's 
aveert?,  relaxation,  rest  which  God  allots  to  the  afflicted  in  the  day 
of  final  recompense ;  see  2  Thess.  1,  7.  This  is  the  interpreta 
tion  of  Chrysostom,  Olshausen,  De  Wette,  Meyer,  and  others. 
The  order  of  the  clauses  decides  nothing  against  the  latter  opin 
ion,  since  it  may  be  as  natural  in  this  instance  to  think  first  of  the 
effect,  and  then  to  assign  the  cause  or  occasion,  as  the  reverse.  It 
is  in  favor  of  this  opinion  that  it  refers  eX&joo-i  and  aTrocrretXi?  to  the 
same  period  or  event,  as  the  close  succession  of  the  verbs  would 
lead  us  to  expect.  —  OLTTO  TT/OOO-WTTOV  rot)  Kvpiov,  from  the  presence 
of  the  Lord,  since  the  blessings  in  question  (a  Hebrew  idiom) 
are  laid  up  where  he  is  (see  2,  28),  and  must  be  received  thence. 
KvpLov,  which  may  refer  to  Christ  or  God  (see  on  1,  24),  applies  to 
the  latter  here,  since  it  prepares  the  way  for  the  subject  of  the 
next  verb. 

V.  20.  /cat  a7rooTef%7,  K.  r.  X.,  and  that  (dependent  still  on  OTTWS) 
he  may  send  forth,  viz.  from  heaven,  see  v.  21 ;  comp.  8et£«  6  pa.*- 
Kat  fji6vo<s  Swao-nys,  K.  T.  X.,  in  1  Tim.  6,  1 5.  —  T^po/ce^eiptor/Aevoy 
,  before  appointed  or  prepared  for  you,  i.  e.  from  eternity,  see  1 
Pet.  1,  20.  TrpoKCKr/pvyiJievov,  announced  before,  is  a  less  approved 
reading.  Nearly  all  critics  understand  this  passage  as  referring 
to  the  return  of  Christ  at  the  end  of  the  world.  The  similarity 
of  the  language  to  that  of  other  passages  which  announce  that 
event  demands  this  interpretation.  The  apostle  enforces  his  ex 
hortation  to  repent  by  an  appeal  to  the  final  coming  of  Christ,  not 
because  he  would  represent  it  as  near  in  point  of  time,  but  be 
cause  that  event  was  always  near  to  the  feelings  and  consciousness 
of  the  first  believers.  It  was  the  great  consummation  on  which 
the  strongest  desires  of  their  souls  were  fixed,  to  which  their 
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thoughts  and  hopes  were  habitually  turned.  They  lived  with  ref 
erence  to  this  event  They  labored  to  be  prepared  for  it.  They 
were  constantly,  in  the  expressive  language  of  Peter,  looking  for 
and  (in  their  impatience  as  it  were)  hastening  the  arrival  of  the  day 
of  God  (2  Pet.  3,  12).  It  is  then  that  Christ  will  reveal  himself  in 
glory,  will  come  "  to  take  vengeance  on  them  that  obey  not  the 
gospel,  and  to  be  admired  in  all  them  who  believe  "  (2  Thess.  1, 
8), will  raise  the  dead  (John  5,  28.  29),  invest  the  redeemed  with 
an  incorruptible  body  (Philip.  3,  21),  and  introduce  them  for  the 
first  time,  and  for  ever,  into  the  state  of  perfect  holiness  and  hap 
piness  prepared  for  them  in  his  kingdom.  The  apostles  as  well  as 
the  first  Christians  in  general,  comprehended  the  grandeur  of  that 
occasion.  It  filled  their  circle  of  view,  stood  forth  to  their  con 
templations  as  the  point  of  culminating  interest  in  their  own  and 
the  world's  history,  threw  into  comparative  insignificance  the 
present  time,  death,  all  intermediate  events,  and  made  them  feel 
that  the  manifestation  of  Christ,  with  its  consequences  of  indes 
cribable  moment  to  all  true  believers,  was  the  grand  object  which 
they  were  to  keep  in  view  as  the  end  of  their  toils,  the  com 
mencement  and  perfection  of  their  glorious  immortality.  In  such 
a  state  of  intimate  sympathy  with  an  event  so  habitually  present 
to  their  thoughts,  they  derived,  and  must  have  derived,  their  chief 
incentives  to  action  from  the  prospect  of  that  future  glory.  As 
we  should  expect,  they  hold  it  up  to  the  people  of  God  to  encour 
age  them  in  affliction,  to  awaken  them  to  fidelity,  zeal,  persever 
ance,  and  on  the  other  hand  appeal  to  it  to  warn  the  wicked,  and 
impress  upon  them  the  necessity  of  preparation  for  the  revelations 
of  the  final  day.  For  examples  of  this  habit,  the  reader  may  see 
17,  30.  31  ;  1  Tim.  6,  13  sq. ;  2  Tim.  4,  8 ;  Tit.  2,  11  sq. ;  2  Pet.  3, 
11  sq.,  etc.  Some  have  ascribed  the  frequency  of  such  passages 
in  the  New  Testament  to  a  definite  expectation  on  the  part  of  the 
apostles  that  the  personal  advent  of  Christ  was  nigh  at  hand ; 
but  such  a  view  is  not  only  unnecessary,  in  order  to  account  for 
Buch  references  to  the  day  of  the  Lord,  but  at  variance  with  2 
Thess.  2,  2.  The  apostle  Paul  declares  there,  that  the  expecta 
tion  in  question  was  unfounded,  and  that  he  himself  did  not  en 
tertain  it  or  teach  it  to  others.  But  while  he  corrects  the  opinion 
of  those  at  Thessalonica  who  imagined  that  the  return  of  Christ 
was  then  near,  neither  he  nor  any  other  inspired  writer  has  in 
formed  us  how  remote  that  event  may  be,  or  when  it  will  take 
place.  That  is  a  point  which  has  not  been  revealed  to  men ;  the 
New  Testament  has  left  it  in  a  state  of  uncertainty.  "  The  day 
of  the  Lord  so  cometh  as  a  thief  in  the  night ; "  and  men  are  ex- 

11 
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horted  to  be  always  prepared  for  it.  It  is  to  be  acknowledged 
that  most  Christians,  at  the  present  day,  do  not  give  that  promi 
nence  to  the  resurrection  and  the  judgment,  in  their  thoughts  or 
discourse,  which  the  New  Testament  writers  assign  to  them ; 
but  this  fact  is  owing,  not  necessarily  to*  a  difference  of  opinion 
in  regard  to  the  time  when  Christ  will  come,  but  to  our  inade 
quate  views  and  impressions  concerning  the  grandeur  of  that  oc 
casion,  and  the  too  prevalent  worldliness  in  the  church,  which  is 
the  cause  or  consequence  of  such  deficient  views.  If  modern 
Christians  sympathized  more  fully  with  the  sacred  writers  on  this 
subject,  it  would  bring  both  their  conduct  and  their  style  of  reli 
gious  instruction  into  nearer  correspondence  with  the  lives  and 
teaching  of  the  primitive  examples  of  our  faith. 

V.  21.  ov  .  .  .  .  Se'£ao-$ai,  whom  the  heavens,  indeed,  must  (accord 
ing  to  the  divine  plan)  receive;  not  retain,  which  the  usage  of  the 
verb  forbids.  Though  the  ascension  had  taken  place,  we  have  Set 
and  not  eSet,  because  the  necessity  of  the  event  is  a  permanent  fact. 
Meyer  explains  Set  as  in  effect  an  imperfect,  an  instance  merely  of 
the  rhetorical  present  for  the  past.  De  Wette  shifts  the  peculiarity 
of  the  expression  from  Set  to  8c&w$ai,  and  renders  whom  it  is  ne 
cessary  the  heavens  should  receive.  He  alleges  for  this  future  sense 
that  the  ascension  could  be  viewed  as  still  incomplete  because  it 
was  so  recent.  But  the  apostle  having  just  referred  to  Christ  as 
already  in  heaven,  whence  he  is  to  appear  again  (v.  20),  would 
not  be  apt  to  speak  in  the  very  next  words  as  if  he  thought  of 
him  as  still  lingering  on  the  earth.  Many  of  the  Jews  believed 
that  when  the  Messiah  appeared,  he  would  remain  permanently 
among  men,  see  John  12,  34.  Peter  corrects  here  that  misappre 
hension  :  the  Saviour  must  return  to  heaven  and  reign  there  for 
a  season,  before  his  final  manifestation.  The  //,eV  (which  no  Se 
follows)  has  its  antithesis  in  a^pi  xpoVwv,  K.  r.  A.  (De  Wet.)  : 
Christ  would  not  be  absent  always,  but  for  a  certain  time  only  ; 
not  in  the  preceding  dTrocrretA.?;,  *.  r.  X.  (Alf.),  since  that  would 
make  this  the  Se'  clause,  not  the  //,«/  as  it  is  now.  —  &xpi  ....  Trarrwv, 
until  (during  is  incorrect)  the  times  of  the  restoration  of  all  things, 
i.  e.  to  a  state  of  primeval  order,  purity,  and  happiness,  such  as 
will  exist  for  those  who  have  part  in  the  kingdom  of  Christ,  at 
his  second  coming.  The  expression  designates  the  same  epoch 
as  Katpot  dvcu/o^eus  (Olsh.  Mey.  De  Wet).  —  wv,  K.  r.  A..,  which 
God  spake  of,  announced ;  comp.  v.  24.  The  relative  refers  to 
as  the  principal  word,  and  stands  by  attraction  for  ovs  or 
t  &v.  It  does  not  refer  to  iravrw,  the  accomplishment  of  all  things 
which,  etc.,  for  dTroKaTacrrdo-ews  will  not  bear  that  meaning.  —  obr' 
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auoi/09,  from  the  beginning,  from  the  earliest  times  of  prophetic  rev 
elation.  Such  a  period  of  restoration  to  holiness  and  happiness 
is  the  explicit  or  implied  theme  of  prophecy  from  the  beginning 
to  the  end  of  the  Old  Testament.  Some  omit  the  expression,  or 
put  it  in  brackets,  but  the  evidence  for  it  preponderates. 

V.  22.  yap  here  (T.  R,  and  E.  V.)  should  be  left  out.  Trpos 
TOVS  Trarepas,  also,  is  supposed  to  be  a  gloss.  —  /xeV  here  responds 
to  Se  in  v.  24  :  Moses  on  the  one  hand  as  well  as  all  the  prophets 
on  the  other.  —  €t7rev,  said,  viz.  in  Dent.  18,  18  sq.  The  translation 
is  partly  that  of  the  Seventy,  partly  new.  In  7,  37,  Stephen 
cites  this  passage  as  having  the  same  import  which  Peter  ascribes 
to  it  here.  Their  mode  of  applying  it  shows  that  the  Jews  were 
agreed  in  referring  it  to  the  Messiah.  That  this  was  the  current 
interpretation  may  be  argued  also  from  John  4,  25 ;  see  Ileng- 
stenberg's  remarks  in  his  Christol.  Vol.  I.  p.  67  sq.  —  di/aorrrjo-ei  = 
E^P",  icill  raise  up,  cause  to  appear.  —  d>?  e//,e,  like  me.  The  context 
of  the  original  passage  (comp.  v.  15,  16  with  v.  17,  18)  indicates 
that  the  resemblance  between  them  was  to  consist  chiefly  in  their 
office  as  mediator.  The  meaning  is  :  Since  the  Israelites  had 
been  unable  to  endure  the  terrors  of  the  divine  majesty,  God 
would,  at  some  future  time,  send  to  them  another  mediator, 
through  whom  he  would  communicate  with  them,  as  he  had  done 
through  Moses  (Heng.).  See  also  Gal.  3,  19;  Heb.  9,  15.  —  oo-a 
3v,  w1iat,soever,  see  2,  21. 

V.  23.  Peter  interrupts  the  sentence  here  to  insert  lorai  8c, 
which  is  not  in  the  Hebrew.  It  serves  to  call  attention  more 
strongly  to  what  follows.  —  e^oAo^pa^T/o-ercu  IK  TOV  X.CLOV,  shall  be 
utterly  destroyed  from  the  people.  This  expression  occurs  often  in 
the  Pentateuch,  where  it  denotes  the  sentence  or  punishment  of 
death.  The  apostle  uses  it  here  evidently  to  denote  the  punish 
ment  which  corresponds  to  that,  in  relation  to  the  soul,  i.  e.  as  De 
Wette  explains  it,  exclusion  from  the  kingdom  of  God.  Peter 
has  substituted  this  expression  here  for  •iasia  IL:IVTX  —  €KSt/c7Jo-w  e£ 
avrov,  as  rendered  in  the  Septuagint:  I  will  exact  vengeance  from 
him.  The  only  difference  is  that  the  Hebrew  affirms  the  pur 
pose  of  God  to  punish,  \vhile  the  Greek  employed  by  Peter  de 
fines  at  the  same  time  the  nature  or  mode  of  the  punishment. 

V.  24.  Trarres  ....  ran/  xa^e^s  stands  concisely  for  all  the.  proph 
ets  from  Samuel,  both  he  and  they  who  followed.  The  appositional 
clause  is  here  merged  in  the  genitive.  cwro  ^a/xovrjA.  shapes  the 
construction,  instead  of  the  remoter  Trpo^rcu.  Compare  Luke 
24,  27.  W.  $  67.  2.  The  literal  translation,  from  Samuel  on,  and 
those  who  folloived,  involves  a  tautology,  the  second  clause  being 
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comprehended  in  the  first.  Samuel  is  mentioned  next  after 
Moses,  because  so  few  prophets  appeared  in  the  interval  between 
them,  or  so  few  whose  names  are  recorded.  They  stand  in  the 
same  proximity  to  each  other  in  Ps.  99,  6.  We  have  no  record 
of  all  that  the  prophets  taught,  and  the  apostle's  assertion  here 
that  Samuel  also  bore  testimony  to  Christ,  does  not  need  to  be 
confirmed  by  specific  passages.  —  oVoi  eXaX^o-av,  K.  r.  X.,  as  many 
as  spoke,  prophesied,  shows  as  related  to  the  next  clause  (note 
KCU),  how  uniformly  the  theme  of  a  coming  Messiah  had  been 
held  forth  in  the  instructions  of  the  ancient  messengers  of  God. 
Yet  the  object  may  be  to  characterize  the  teaching  of  the  pro 
phetic  order  as  such,  and  not  of  every  single  individual.  See 
note  on  v.  18. 

V.  25.  01  viol  ....  rrjs  Sia&jjo?s,  Ye  are  the  sons  of  the  prophets, 
and  of  the  covenant,  i.  e.  are  those  in  the  first  case  to  whom  the 
predictions  respecting  the  Messiah  especially  appertain,  and  in 
the  second  are  those  to  whom  God  would  first  (v.  26)  offer  the 
mercies  which  he  covenanted  to  bestow  on  Abraham's  spiritual 
seed,  viz.  such  as  believe,  and  thus  "  walk  in  the  steps  of  his 
faith ;  "  see  Rom.  4,  12.  VLOL  in  this  sense  of  participation,  appur 
tenance,  is  a  common  Hebraism ;  see  Matt.  8,  12  ;  John  4,  22  ; 
Rom.  9,  4,  etc.  Its  ordinary  signification,  sons,  descendants,  would 
be  incongruous  with  8ta^K^?,  and  should  not  be  retained,  there 
fore,  in  connection  with  Trpo^rwv.  —  Xeywv,  K.  T.  X.,  viz.  in  Gen.  12, 
3.  God  repeated  the  promise  to  Abraham  and  the  other  patri 
archs,  at  various  times  ;  see  Gen.  18,  18  ;  22,  18  ;  26,  4,  etc.  —  lv 
TO)  o-Trep/x-art  o-ov,  in  thy  seed,  viz.  the  Messiah  (v.  26)  as  one  of  his 
posterity;  agreeably  to  Paul's  view  in  Gal.  3,  16. 

V.  26.  \>fuv,  unto  you,  dependent  on  aTreWetXev  (see  13,  26;  28, 
28) ;  not  for  you,  dat.  comm.  (Mey.),  dependent  on  dmo-njo-as.  — 
Trpcorov,  first  in  the  order  of  time,  comp.  13,  46 ;  Luke  24,  47  ; 
Rom.  1,  16.  Here,  too,  Peter  recognizes  the  fact  that  the  gospel 
was  to  be  preached  to  the  heathen  ;  see  on  2,  39.  —  awoTrjcras,  hav 
ing  raised  up,  as  in  v.  22.  —  TratSa,  servant,  &s  in  v.  13.  —  The  E.  V. 
follows  the  common  text,  which  inserts  'IT/O-OW  after  avrov,  but  con 
trary  to  the  best  authorities  (Grsb.  Tsch.  Mey.).  —  evXoyowra, 
blessing,  applies  the  idea  of  the  preceding  ej/evXoyr^rjo-ovrcu  to  the 
Jews,  and  requires  v/xas  to  be  read  with  emphasis.  —  lv  TW  0,77-0- 
arpefaiv  K.  T.  X.,  states  how  he  blesses  them  :  in  that  he  turns  away 
each  one  from  your  sins,  to  wit,  by  his  gospel,  which  secures  the 
pardon  and  sanctification  of  those  who  accept  it  (see  on  2,  47). 
This  verb  has  elsewhere  an  active  sense  in  the  New  Testament. 
Some  (Kuin.  De  Wet.)  disregard  that  usage  and  render,  in  that 
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each  one  turns  away,  etc.     This  is  opposed  also  to 

which  represents  Christ  here  as  the  actor,  men  rather  as  recipi 

ents. 


CHAPTER  IV. 

VERSES  1—4.     The  Imprisonment  of  Peter  and  John. 


V.  1.  eTrto-rrjvav  implies  commonly  a  hostile  purpose,  see  6,  12  ; 
17,  5  ;  Luke  20,  1.  The  arrest  appears  to  have  taken  place  while 
the  apostles  were  still  speaking.  —  ot  upets,  the  priests  who  offi 
ciated  in  the  temple  at  the  time,  or  some  of  their  number.  The 
priests  were  divided  into  twenty-four  classes,  each  of  which  had 
charge  of  the  temple  service  for  a  week  at  a  time.  See  1  Chron. 
24,  3  sq.  ;  2  Chron.  8,  14  ;  and  also  Jos.  Antt.  7.  14.  7.  The  par 
ticular  duties  from  day  to  day  were  assigned  to  individuals  by  lot, 
see  Luke  1,  9.  During  the  observance  of  the  festivals,  the  num 
ber  of  priests  was  increased,  as  the  labors  to  be  performed  were 
greater.  Win.  Realw.  Vol.  II.  p.  273.  It  is  possible  that  the 
feast  of  Pentecost  (2,  1)  had  not  yet  terminated.  —  6  o-rparrryos 
TOV  icpov,  the  commander  of  the  temple,  was  an  officer  having  a 
body  of  Levites  under  his  command,  who  preserved  order  about 
the  temple,  and  in  that  respect  performed"  a  sort  of  military  service. 
See  Jahn's  Archaeol.  $  365.  In  5,  26,  the  Levites  so  employed 
are  called  his  vjrrjpcrai,  servants.  Josephus  speaks  repeatedly  of  this 
guard  (e.  g.  Bell.  Jud.  6.  5.  3),  whose  commander  he  designates 
in  the  same  manner.  In  2  Mace.  3,  4,  he  is  termed  6  Trpoora-n^ 
TOV  icpov,  the  guardian  of  the  temple.  We  read  of  a-TpaTrjyovs  TOV 
Upov,  commanders  of  the  temple,  in  Luke  22,  52,  which  is  best  ex 
plained  by  supposing  that  the  temple  guard  was  divided  into  sev 
eral  companies,  each  of  which  had  its  o-r/aa-npyog,  though  this  title 
belonged  distinctively  to  the  chief  in  command.  —  ot  SaSSovicatoc, 
the  -Sadducees  as  a  sect,  since  those  who  acted  in  this  instance 
represented  the  spirit  of  the  party;  comp.  Matt.  9,  11;  12,  14; 
Mark  8,  11  ;  John  8,  3.  Meyer  supposes  the  article  to  point  out 
those  of  them  who  were  present  at  this  time.  It  was  probably  at 
the  instigation  of  this  class  of  men  that  the  apostles  were  now 
apprehended. 

V.  2.     Sia7royov/x€voi,  being  indignant  ;  restricted  by  some  (Mey. 
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De  Wet.)  to  the  nearest  noun,  since  the  motive  assigned  for  the 
interference  in  Karayye'XXeiv,  K.T.X.,  applies  only  to  the  Sadducees, 
who  denied  the  doctrine  of  a  resurrection ;  see  23,  8 ;  Matt.  22, 
23.  But  perhaps  we  may  regard  Sto,  TO  StSaa-Keiv  avrovs  TOV  Xaov  as 
more  comprehensive  than  Karayye'XXeiv,  K.  r.  A..,  instead  of  being 
merely  defined  by  it,  and  in  that  case  may  refer  the  participle  to 
the  priests  as  well  as  the  others.  The  priests,  though  they  might 
not  share  the  hostility  of  the  Sadducees  to  the  doctrine  of  a 
future  state  (see  on  23,  8)  would  naturally  be  indignant  that  their 
office  as  teachers  should  be  assumed  by  men  like  Peter  and  John 
(see  Matt.  21,  23),  and  especially  that  the  Jesus  whom  they 
themselves  had  crucified  should  be  proclaimed  as  the  Messiah 
(see  5,  28).  —  /carayyeAAetv  tv  rw  'I^crou,  are  announcing  in  Jesus  the 
resurrection,  i.  e.  in  his  example,  in  the  fact  of  his  alleged  restora 
tion  to  life  ;  comp.  tv  rjfjuv  in  1  Cor.  4,  6.  This  is  the  best  and  the 
generally  approved  interpretation  (Bng.  Kuin.  De  Wet.  Mey.). 
Others  render  are  announcing  the  resurrection  in  virtue  of  Jesus,  by 
his  power  ;  see  I  Cor.  15,  22.  The  E.  version,  through  Jesus,  while 
the  earlier  E.  Vv.  have  fn  him,  appears  to  express  that  meaning. 
But  it  was  not  so  much  the  general  resurrection  as  that  of  Christ 
himself  which  the  apostles  proclaimed  at  this  stage  of  their  min 
istry  ;  see  1,  22  ;  2,  24  ;  3,  15,  etc.  The  single  concrete  instance, 
however,  as  the  Sadducees  argued,  involved  the  general  truth, 
and,  if  substantiated,  refuted  their  creed. 

V.  3.  ets  Trjpyo-Lv,  into  prison  ;  comp.  ev  r^Jo-ei  S^oon'a,  in  5,  18. 
This  word  denotes  a  place  of  custody  (see  Pape  Lex.  s.  v),  as 
well  as  the  act ;  though  the  latter  is  the  proper  force  of  such  a 
termination.  K.  $  233.  b.  a.  —  eis  rr/v  avpiov,  unto  the  morrow  as  the 
limit ;  see  Matt.  10,  22  ;  1  Thess.  4, 15.  —  ty  yap,  K.  r.  A.,  for  it  was 
already  evening,  and  hence  no  judicial  examination  could  take 
place  until  the  next  day.  It  was  three  o'clock  when  the  apostles 
went  to  the  temple  ;  comp.  3,  1. 

V.  4.  TOV  Aoyov,  the  word,  the  well-known  message  of  Christ. 
—  e'yevT^  =  cyeVero,  became,  i.  e.  in  consequence  of  the  present 
addition.  The  use  of  this  form  is  peculiar  to  the  later  Greek. 
W.  H5  ;  Lob.  ad.  Phryn.  p.  108.  —  6  dpi£/x,os  TUV  avSpwv,  the  num 
ber  of  the  men  who  had  embraced  the  gospel  up  to  this  time 
(Kuin.  Mey.  De  Wet.  Alf.) ;  see  1,  15;  2,41.  A  retrospective 
remark  like  this  was  entirely  natural  after  having  spoken  of  the 
many  who  believed  at  this  time.  Some  suppose  the  ne\v  con 
verts  alone  to  have  amounted  to  five  thousand;  but  that  is  less 
probable,  as  the  apostles  could  hardly  have  addressed  so  great  a 
multitude  in  such  a  place.  avSpw  comprehends  probably  both 
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men  and  women,  like  i/o^ai  in  2,  41  ;  comp.  Luke  11,  31.  An 
emphasized  or  conscious  restriction  of  the  term  to  men  would  be 
at  variance  with  that  religious  equality  of  the  sexes  so  distinctly 
affirmed  in  the  New  Testament  ;  see  Gal.  3,  28. 

VERSES  5-7.      Their  Arraignment  before  the  Sanhedrim. 

V.  5.  avroii/  before  ap^ovrcs  refers  to  the  Jews  as  implied  in  w. 
1  and  4  (  De  Wet.  Win.)  ;  not  to  the  believers  as  if  to  contrast 
their  conduct  \vith  that  of  their  rulers  (Mey.  formerly,  but  now  as 
above),  and  certainly  not  to  the  apostles  (Stier).  J  —  rov?  apxovras, 
K.  T.  A.  The  Sanhedrim  is  here  described  by  an  enumeration  of  the 
three  orders  which  composed  that  body,  viz.  the  chief  priests,  who 
are  mentioned  last  in  this  instance,  the  elders  or  heads  of  families, 
and  the  scribes  or  teachers  of  the  law  ;  comp.  5,  2  1  ;  Matt.  2,  4  ; 
26,  59.  ap^ovra9  designates  the  Sanhedrists  in  general,  since  they 
were  all  rulers,  while  /cat  annexes  the  respective  classes  to  which 
they  belonged:  and  (more  definitely,  comp.  1,  14)  the  elders,  etc. 
It  was  unnecessary  to  repeat  the  article,  because  the  nouns  have 
the  same  gender.  W.  $19.  4;  S.  $  89.  9.  —  efc  'I^ovo-aXr^,  unto 
Jerusalem,  as  some  of  the  rulers  may  have  lived  out  of  the  city 
(Mey.  De  Wet.),  especially  at  that  season  (see  2,  1)  when  the 
heat  had  .begun  to  be  severe,  efc  is  not  put  loosely  for  cv  (Kuin.)  ; 
for  the  distinctive  force  of  the  prepositions  may  always  be  traced, 
and  the  notice  merely  that  they  assembled  in  Jerusalem  would 
be  unnecessary.  The  substitution  of  iv  for  eis  in  the  text  (Lchm. 
Tsch.)  is  unwarranted. 

V.  6.  Those  named  here  are  prominent  individuals  among  the 
rulers  (v.  5),  not  a  separate  class.  "Awcu/  rov  ap^pia.  The  actual 
high-priest  at  this  time  was  Caiaphas,  see  John  11,  49;  but  An 
nas,  his  father-in-law,  had  held  the  same  office,  and,  according 
to  the  Jewish  custom  in  such  cases,  retained  still  the  same  title. 
He  is  mentioned  first,  perhaps,  out  of  respect  to  his  age,  or  be 
cause  his  talents  and  activity  conferred  upon  him  a  personal  supe 
riority.  See  John  18,  13.  It  is  entirely  unnecessary  to  charge 
Luke  with  committing  an  error  here,  as  Zeller  so  confidently  af 
firms.2  It  is  a  familiar  usage  in  every  language  to  speak  of  "  the 

1  Die  Reden  der  Apostel  nach  Ordnung  und  Zusammenhang  ausgelegt,  von  Ru 
dolf  Sticr,  Zwei  Bande. 

2  Thcologisclic  Jahrhucher,  Jahrgang  1849,  p.  60.     It  is  duo  to  tlu>  ivador  to 
place  before  him  some  examples  of  this  writer's  style  of  criticism.   His  articles  on 
the  Composition  and  Character  of  the  Acts,  published  in  dinerent  numbers  <>t'  the 
Periodical  named  above,  are  considered  as  remarkable  for  the  industry  and  acute- 
ness  which  they  display  in  setting  forth  the  internal  difficulties  that  arc  supposed  to 
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governor,"  "  the  president,"  "  the  senator,"  and  the  like,  though  the 
person  so  termed  is  no  longer  in  office.  — 'Icoavnjv  KOI  'AAe£avSpov. 
We  know  nothing  positive  of  these  men  beyond  the  intimation 
here  that  they  were  priests,  and  active  at  this  time  in  public  af 
fairs.  Alexander  is  another  instance  of  a  foreign  name  in  use 
among  the  Jews,  see  1,  23.  It  is  improbable  that  he  was  the 
Alexander  mentioned  in  Jos.  Antt.  18.  8.  1,  who  was  a  brother  of 
Philo,  and  alabarch  of  the  Jews  at  Alexandria.  In  that  case  he 
must  have  been  visiting  at  Jerusalem,  and  hence  was  present  in 
the  council  as  a  guest  only,  or  else  had  not  yet  removed  to  Egypt. 
—  /cat  ocroi  ....  dp^tepartKov,  and  as  many  as  were  of  the  pontifical 
family,  i.  e.  those  nearly  related  to  the  dp^iepets  —  dp^tepariKoi),  em 
bracing,  as  that  title  was  applied  among  the  Jews,  the  high  priest 
properly  so  called,  his  predecessors  in  office,  and  the  heads  of  the 
twenty -four  sacerdotal  classes  (see  onv.  1).  Many  points  relating 
to  the  organization  of  the  Sanhedrim  are  irretrievably  obscure  ;  but 
it  is  generally  agreed  that  the  twenty-four  priestly  orders  were 
represented  in  that  body.  See  Win.  Realw.  Vol.  II.  p.  271.  The 
attendance  of  so  many  persons  of  rank  on  this  occasion  evinced 
the  excited  state  of  the  public  mind,  and  gave  importance  to  the 
decisions  of  the  council.  This  is  Meyer's  view  of  the  meaning. 
But  a  narrower  sense  of  dp^tepart/cov  may  be  adopted.  It  appears 
to  me  more  simple  to  understand,  that  John  and  Alexander  were 
related  to  Annas  and  Caiaphas,  and  that  the  ocroi,  K.  r.  A.,  were  the 
other  influential  members  of  the  same  family.  That  the  family 
of  Annas  was  one  of  great  distinction  appears  in  the  fact  that 
five  of  his  sons  attained  the  office  of  high-priest.  See  on  9,  1. 
Some  vary  the  meaning  of  yeVou?,  and  translate,  as  many  as  were 
of  ike  class  of  the  chief  priests.  This  sense  renders  the  description 
of  the  different  branches  of  the  Sanhedrim  more  complete,  but 
assigns  a  forced  meaning  to  the  noun. 

V.  7.  avrovs,  them,  viz.  the  apostles  last  mentioned  in  v.  3.  — 
ev  /xeVo),  in  the  midst,  before  them  so  as  to  be  within  the  view  of 
all ;  comp.  John  8,  3.  It  is  said  that  the  Jewish  Sanhedrim,  sat  in 
a  circle  or  a  semi-circle  ;  but  we  could  not  urge  the  expression 
here  as  any  certain  proof  of  that  custom  —  Iv  Trota  oW/m,  by 
what  power,  efficacy ;  not  by  what  right,  authority,  which  would 
require  e£(Wa  as  in  Matt.  21,  23.  See  Tittm.  Synm.  p.  158. — 
r)  ev  TTOIO)  ovofjMTi,  or  (in  other  words)  in  virtue  of  what  uttered 
name.  This  appears  to  be  a  more  specific  form  of  the  same  in- 

embarrass  Luke's  history.     The  articles  have  been  thrown  into  a  volume,  but  I 
have  not  seen  them  in  that  form. 
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quiry.  —  TOVTO,  this,  viz.  the  cure  of  the  lame  man.  Olshausen  un 
derstands  it  of  their  teaching,  which  is  not  only  less  appropriate 
to  the  accompanying  words,  but  renders  the  answer  of  the  apos 
tles  in  v.  9.  10  irrelevant. 


VERSES  8-12.      Testimony  of  Peter  before  the  Council. 

V.  8.  7T\Tfja-^€i<s  TTvev/xaTos  ayi'ov,  fitted  with  the  Holy  Spirit,  i.  e. 
anew,  see  v.  31  ;  2,  4.  Peter  was  thus  elevated  above  all  human 
fear,  and  assisted  at  the  same  time  to  make  such  a  defence  of 
the  truth  as  the  occasion  required.  The  Saviour  had  authorized 
the  disciples  to  expect  such  aid  under  circumstances  like  the 
present;  see  Mark  13,  11 ;  Luke  21,  14.  15.  For  the  absence  of 
the  article,  see  on  1,  2. 

V.  9.  ct  dvaKpivo/jieSa,  if  we  are  examined,  as  is  confessedly  the 
case,  ei  in  the  protasis  with  the  indicative,  affirms  the  con 
dition,  and  is  logically  equivalent  to  en-ei,  since.  K.  $  339.  I.  a ; 
W.  $  41.  b.  2.  The  occasion  for  the.  present  defence  was  a  re 
proachful  one  to  the  Jews,  and  hence  the  speaker  alludes  to  it 
thus  dubiously,  in  order  to  state  the  case  with  as  little  offence 
as  possible.  The  apodosis  begins  at  yvwarov  earw.  —  «ri  eucpyeo-ta, 
K.  r.  A.,  in  reject  to  a  good  deed,  benefit  conferred  on  an  infirm 
man;  comp.  John  10,  32.  Observe  that  neither  noun  has  the  ar 
ticle.  dv^pwTTov  is  the  objective  genitive;  comp.  3,  16;  21,20; 
Luke  6,  7.  S.  $  99.  1.  c ;  K.  $  265.  2.  b.  —  ev  nVt,  whereby,  how 
(De  Wet.  Mey.),  not  by  whom  (Kuin.).  The  first  sense  agrees 
best  with  the  form  of  the  question  in  v.  7.  —  OVTO?,  this  one.  The 
man  who  had  been  healed  was  present,  see  v.  10,  14.  He  may 
have  come  as  a  spectator,  or,  as  De  Wette  thinks,  may  have  been 
been  summoned  as  a  witness.  Neander  conjectures  that  he  too 
may  have  been  taken  into  custody  at  the  same  time  with  the 
apostles.  —  cre'o-axrrat,  has  been  made  whole.  The  subject  of  dis 
course  determines  the  meaning  of  the  verb. 

V.  10.  ev  TW  ovofjiaTi  'Ir/o-ou  Xpurrou,  by  the  name  of  Jesus  Christ 
(the  latter  appellative  here),  through  their  invocation  of  his  name. 
The  question  how  (v.  9)  is  here  answered.  —  TOV  Na£a>pai'ov  iden 
tifies  the  individual  to  whom  the  apostle  applies  so  exalted  a  name ; 
see  on  2,  22.  —  ov  .  ...  IK  v€*pon>  is  an  adversative  clause  after  ov 
coTavpojo-are,  but  omits  the  ordinary  disjunctive.  For  this  asyndetic 
construction,  see  W.  $  60.  2  ;  K.  §  325.  It  promotes  compression, 
vivacity  of  style.  For  the  anarthrous  veKpoov,  see  on  3,  15.  —  ev 
TOVTO)  may  be  neuter,  sc.  ovo^art  (Mey.)  ;  or  masculine,  in  this  one 
(Kuin  De  Wet.),  which  is  more  natural,  since  ov  is  a  nearer  an- 

12 
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tecedent,  and  OVTOS  follows  in  the  next  verse  (and  so  also  Mey.  at 
present).  TrapeVnjKo/,  stands  (E.  V.)  ;  perf.  =  present  (see  on  1, 
10). 

V.  11.  ouro?,  this  one,  viz.  Christ,  who  is  the  principal  subject, 
though  a  nearer  noun  intervenes;  see  7,  19.  W.  $  23.  1 ;  S.  § 
123.  N.  1.  Compare  the  note  on  3,  13.  For  the  passage  referred 
to,  see  Ps.  118,  22.  The  words,  as  Tholuck1  remarks,  appear  to 
have  been  used  as  a  proverb,  and  hence  are  susceptible  of  various 
applications.  The  sense  for  this  place  may  be  thus  given  :  the 
Jewish  rulers,  according  to  the  proper  idea  of  their  office,  were 
the  builders  of  God's  spiritual  house  ;  and  as  such  should  have 
been  the  first  to  acknowledge  the  Messiah,  and  exert  themselves 
for  the  establishment  and  extension  of  his  kingdom.  That  which 
they  had  not  done,  God  had  now  accomplished  in  spite  of  their 
neglect  and  opposition.  He  had  raised  up  Jesus  from  the  dead, 
and  thus  confirmed  his  claim  to  the  Messiahship ;  he  had  shown 
him  to  be  the  true  author  of  salvation  to  men,  the  corner-stone, 
the  only  sure  foundation  on  winch  they  can  rest  their  hopes  of 
eternal  life.  Compare  Matt.  21,  42;  Luke  20,  17. —  The  later 
editors  consider  OLKO^OJJLWV  more  correct  than  oiKoSo/xotWwv.  —  6  yei/- 
o/xevos  ....  ytovoxs,  which  became  the  head  of  the  corner ;  predicated, 
like  6  ££ov$evi^€ts,  of  6  Xt^os  as  identical  with  OUTOS.  Ke<£aArp  ytonas 
is  the  same  as  Ai$os  d/cpoycowcuos  in  1  Pet.  2,  6  ;  comp.  Is.  28,  16.  It 
refers,  probably,  not  to  the  copestone,  but  to  that  which  lies  at  the 
foundation  of  the  edifice,  in  the  angle  where  two  of  the  walls 
come  together,  and  which  gives  to  the  edifice  its  strength  and 
support.  See  Gesen.  Heb.  Lex.  s.  tJaoi.  4. 

V.  12.  •YI  o-wT-rjpLa,  the  salvation  which  the  gospel  brings,  or  which 
men  need;  comp.  John  4,  22.  For  the  article,  see  W.  $  18.  1. 
The  contents  of  the  next  clause  render  it  impossible  to  under 
stand  the  term  of  the  cure  of  the  lame  man.  It  was  not  tnie 
that  the  apostles  proclaimed  the  name  of  Christ  as  the  one  on 
which  men  should  call  in  order  to  be  healed  of  their  diseases.  — 
ovre  yap,  K.  r.  A.,  for  neither  is  there  any  other  name.  It  has  just 
been  said,  that  Christ  is  the  only  Saviour.  It  is  asserted  here 
that  he  is  such  because  no.  other  has  been  provided.  —  TO  8eSo/x,e- 
vov,  which  is  given,  since  the  gospel  is  the  fruit  of  mercy.  —  eV 
avSpuTTOLs,  among  men  as  the  sphere  in  which  the  name  is  known ; 
not  dat.  comm.,  for  men.  See  "W.  $  31.  6.  The  latter  is  a  result 
ing  idea,  but  not  the  expressed  one.  —  eV  <5  .  .  .  .  ^/xas,  in  which  we 
(as  men,  and  hence  true  of  the  human  race),  must  be  saved.  .Set 

1  Uebersetzung  und  Auslegung  der  Psalmeii,  p.  496. 
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is  stronger  than  l£ccm,  and  means  not  may,  but  must,  as  the  only 
alternative,  since  God  has  appointed  no  other  way  of  salvation. 
The  apostle  would  exclude  the  idea  of  any  other  mode  of  escape 
if  this  be  neglected.  See  Heb.  2,  3. 

VERSES   13-18.     Decision  of  the  Sanhedrim. 


V.  13.  ^etopowres  is  the  appropriate  word  here.  It  denotes  not 
seeing  merely,  like  /^AeVovres  (v.  14),  but  seeing  earnestly  or  with 
admiration.  Tittm.  Synm.  p.  121.  —  KaroXa/So^evoi,  having  per 
ceived,  from  intimations  at  the  time,  such  as  their  demeanor,  lan 
guage,  pronunciation  (Str.),  comp.  Matt.  26,  73;  or  having  ascer 
tained  by  previous  inquiry  (Mey.  Alf).  Meyer  in  his  last  edition 
prefers  the  first  meaning  to  the  second.  The  tense,  it  will  be  ob 
served,  differs  from  that  of  the  other  participle.  —  dypa/x/xarot  KCU 
tSiwrai,  illiterate,  i.  e.  untaught  in  the  learning  of  the  Jewish 
schools,  see  John  7,  15  ;  and  obscure,  plebeian  (Kuin.  Olsh.  De 
Wet.).  It  is  unnecessary  to  regard  the  terms  as  synonymous 
(E.  V.  Mey.  Hob.).  Their  self-possession  and  intelligence  as 
tonished  the  rulers,  being  so  much  superior  to  their  education  and 
rank  in  life.1  —  eVeytVoo-Kov  ....  rjo-av,  and  they  recognized  them 
that  they  were  with  Jesus  during  his  ministry,  were  among  his  fol 
lowers  (  Wicl.  Tynd.)  ;  not  had  been  (E.  V.).  Their  -wonder,  says 
Meyer,  assisted  their  recollection,  so  that,  as  they  observed  the 
prisoners  more  closely  (note  the  imperf.),  they  remembered  them 
as  persons  whom  they  had  known  before.  Many  of  the  rulers 
had  often  been  present  when  Christ  taught  publicly  (see  Matt. 
21,  23  ;  Luke  18,  18  ;  John  12,  42,  etc.),  and  must  have  seen  Pe 
ter  and  John.  That  the  latter  was  known  to  the  high-priest  is 
expressly  said  in  John  18,  15. 

V.  14.  The  order  of  the  words  here  is  admirably  picturesque. 
—  ow  ayrot?,  with  them,  viz.  the  apostles,  not  the  rulers  ;  comp. 
aurous  just  before.  —  co-ramx,  standing  there,  and  by  his  presenc6? 
since  he  was  so  generally  known  (see  3,  1G),  uttering  a  testimony 
which  they  could  not  refute.  Bengel  makes  the  attitude  signifi 
cant  :  standing  firmo  talo,  no  longer  a  cripple.  —  ovoev,  K.  T.  X.,  liad 
nothing  to  object,  against  the  reality  of  the  miracle,  or  the  truth 
of  Peter's  declaration. 

V.  15.  KcXeixmvreg,  K.  T.  X.,  having  commanded  them  to  depart 
out  of  the  council.  The  deliberations  of  the  assembly  were  open 
to  others,  though  the  apostles  were  excluded  ;  and  hence  it  was 

1  Walch  maintians  this  distinction  in  his  Dissertationes  in  Acta  Apostolorura,p.  59 
sq.,  ^Jena  1766). 
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easy  for  Luke  to  ascertain  what  was  said  and  done  during  their 
absence.  Some  of  the  many  priests  who  afterwards  believed 
(see  6,  7)  may  have  belonged  to  the  council  at  this  time,  or,  at  all 
events,  may  have  been  present  as  spectators.  It  is  not  improba 
ble  that  Saul  of  Tarsus  was  there,  or  even  some  of  the  Christian 
party  who  were  not  known  in  that  character. 

V.  16.  on  ftev,  K.  T.  A.,  for  that  a  notorious  miracle,  a  deed  unde 
niably  of  that  character,  has  been  done.  yvwrrov  in  the  sense  of 
widely  known  adds  nothing  to  the  text,  since  it  merely  repeats  the 
subsequent  <£avepoV.  —  oY  avrw,  through  them  ;  and  hence  accredited 
(see  on  2,  22)  as  the  agents  of  a  higher  power.  —  favcpov  agrees 
with  OTI  .  .  .  .  auT(uv,  and  is  the  predicate  nominative  after  cart  un 
derstood.  —  ov  6Wa/Ae$a,  K.  T.  A.,  we  are  not  able  to  deny  it.  See 
3,  9.  11.  They  would  have  suppressed  the  evidence  had  it  been 
possible. 

V.  17.  ?ra  .  .  .  .  Siave/x/^iJ,  that  it  (sc.  TO  o-^/moi/)  may  not 
spread.  "With  a  knowledge  of  the  miracle  the  people  would  as 
sociate  inevitably  the  doctrine  which  the  miracle  confirmed.  The 
subject  of  the  verb  involves  the  idea  of  SiSa^TJ,  but  it  would  be 
arbitrary  to  supply  that  word  as  the  direct  nominative.  Some 
have  supposed  the  last  clause  in  the  verse  to  require  it.  —  dbreiATj 
....  avrot?,  let  us  severely  (lit.  with  a  threat)  threaten  them.  Winer 
($  54.  3)  regards  this  combination  of  a  verb  and  noun  as  an  ex 
pedient  for  expressing  the  infinitive  absolute  with  a  finite  verb 
in  Hebrew.  See  Gesen.  Heb.  Gr.  $  128.  3.  But  we  meet  with 
the  idiom  in  ordinary  Greek  ;  see  Thiersch  de  Pent.  Vers.  p.  169. 
The  frequency  of  the  construction  in  the  New  Testament  is  un 
doubtedly  Hebraistic.  —  CTU  T<3  ovo'/xart  TOUTW,  upon  this  name  as  the 
basis  of  their  doctrine  or  authority  ;  comp.  v.  18  ;  5,  28.  40.  W. 
$  48.  c. 

V.  18.  TO  before  <£$eyyeo-#ai  points  that  out  more  distinctly  as 
Jjie  object  of  the  prohibition.  It  is  not  a  mere  sign  of  the  sub 
stantive  construction.  W.  $  44.  3.  c.  —  ft^Se  SiSao-Keiv,  K.  T.  A., 
nor  to  teach  upon  the  name  of  Jesus,  specifies  the  part  of  their 
preaching  which  the  rulers  were  most  anxious  to  suppress.  The 
other  infinitive  does  not  render  this  superfluous. 

VERSES   19-22.     The  Answer  of  Peter  and  John. 


V.  19.  cVwTTiov  TOV  Seov,  in  the  sight  of  God  (Hebraistic),  whose 
judgment  is  true,  and  which  men  are  bound  to  follow  as  the  rule 
of  their  conduct.  —  OKOVCIV,  to  obey,  see  Luke  10,  16  ;  16,  31  ;  John 
8,47.  —  /xaAAov,  not  more,  but  rather;  see  5,  29.  The  question 
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was?whether-they  should  obey  men  at  all  in  opposition  to  God, 
not  whether  they  should  obey  him  more  or  less.  See  further,  on 
5,  29. 

V.  20.  ov  Swa/xe&x  yap,  K.  r.  A.,  confirms  the  answer  supposed 
to  be  given  to  their  appeal  in  d  buuuov,  K.  r.  A.  We  must  obey 
God ;  for  we  cannot  (morally,  i.  e.  in  accordance  with  truth  and 
duty)  not  speak,  i.  e.  withhold,  suppress  our  message.  The  double 
negation  states  the  idea  strongly.  The  impossibility  which  they 
felt  was  that  of  refraining  from  giving  publicity  to  their  knowl 
edge  ;  it  was  not  sufficient  that  they  taught  no  error.  To  be 
silent  would  have  been  treachery.  —  a  etSo/xev,  K.  r.  A.,  which  we 
saw  and  heard,  i.  e.  during  the  life  of  the  Saviour  when  they  beheld 
his  mighty  works,  and  listened  to  his  instructions.  The  verbs  are 
in  the  aorist,  not  perfect  (as  in  E.  V.). 

V.  21.  7rpo(ra7r€L\rjcrdfji€voL  aurovs,  having  threatened  them  further, 
i.  e.  than  they  had  done  already,  see  v.  18.  —  //^Sev  fvpia-Kovres, 
finding  nothing,  no  means,  opportunity.  —  TO  TTWS,  namely,  /tow,  on 
what  pretence  ;  comp.  22,  30  ;  Luke  1,  62;  9,  46,  etc.  This  use 
of  the  article  before  single  clauses  distinguishes  Luke  and  Paul 
from  the  other  writers  of  the  New  Testament.  It  serves  to 
awaken  attention  to  the  proposition  introduced  by  it.  See  W.  $ 
20.  3.  —  Siu.  rov  AaoV  belongs  to  the  participle  (Mey.),  rather  than 
aTre'Avo-av.  The  intervening  clause  breaks  off  the  words  from  the 
latter  connection.  The  idea,  too,  is  not,  that  they  were  able  to 
invent  no  charge  against  the  apostles,  but  none  which  they  felt  it 
safe  to  adopt,  because  the  people  were  so  well  disposed  towards 
the  Christians. 

V.  22.  ITWV,  K.  T.  A.,  for  he  was  of  more  years,  etc.  The  cure 
wrought  was  the  greater  the  longer  the  time  during  which  the 
infirmity  had  existed,  croiv  depends  on  ty  as  a  genitive  of  prop 
erty.  K.  $  273.  2.  C.  ;  C.  $  387.  —  retro-apa/con-a,  SC.  eVan/,  than  forty 
years,  governed  by  TrAeiovan/  as  a  comparative ;  comp.  25,  6.  De 
Wette  assumes  an  ellipsis  of  T/,  which  puts  the  numeral  in  the 
genitive,  because  that  is  the  case  of  the  preceding  noun.  But 
most  grammarians  represent  r/  as  suppressed  only  after  TrAeoV, 
TrAeiw,  and  the  like  ;  comp.  Matt.  26,  53,  as  correctly  read.  K.  $ 
748.  R.  1 ;  Mt.  $  455.  A.  4.  —  rfj<s  tao-ews,  the  healing,  the  act  of  it 
which  constituted  the  miracle ;  genitive  of  apposition.  W.  $ 
48.2. 

VERSES  23-31.     The  Apostles  return  to  the  Disciples,  and  unite 
with  them  in  Praye,  and  Praise. 

V.  23.     Trpos  rovs  cSt'ovs,  unto  their  own  friends  in  the  faith ; 
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comp.  21,  23 ;  Tit.  3,  14.  Nothing  in  the  context  requires*s  to 
limit  the  term  to  the  apostles.  —  oi  apxtepct?  KOL  ol  7rpeo-/3wrepot,  the 
chief  priests  (those  of  the  first  class)  and  the  elders.  This  is 
another  mode  of  designating  the  Sanhedrim,  see  v.  5. 

V.  24.  o/xo&j/xaSoV  must  denote  as  elsewhere  (1,  14;  2,  46;  7, 
57  etc.)  a  concert  of  hearts,  not  of  voices.  If  they  all  joined  aloud 
in  the  prayer,  the  proof  must  not  be  drawn  from  this  word  or 
from  rjpav  </>wv^v,  which  could  be  said  though  but  one  uttered  the 
words  while  the  others  assented,  but  rather  from  the  nature  of 
the  service.  The  prayer  on  this  occasion  was  .chiefly  praise,  and 
as  the*  words  quoted  were  so  familiar  to  all,  it  is  quite  possible 
that  they  recited  them  together.  See  16,  25,  and  the  remarks 
there.  Baumgarten's  view  (Apostelgeschichte,  u.  s.  w.  p  93)  may 
be  near  the  truth  :  the  whole  company  sung  the  second  Psalm, 
and  Peter  then  applied  the  contents  to  their  situation  in  the  terms 
recorded  here.  —  SeWora  is  applied  to  God  as  absolute  in  power 
and  authority.  It  is  one  of  the  titles  of  Christ,  also,  see  2  Pet. 
2,  1 ;  Jude  v.  4.  —  trv  o  $cos,  sc.  el,  tlwu  art  the  God ;  or,  thou  -the 
God,  nominative  of  address.  The  latter,  says  Meyer,  accords 
best  with  the  fervid  state  of  their  minds. 

V.  25.     6  Sia  o-To/mros,  K.  r.  A.,  viz.  in  Ps.  2,  1.  2.    By  citing  this 
passage  the  disciples  express  their  confidence  in  the  success  of 
the  cause  for  which  they  were  persecuted ;  for  it  is  the  object  of 
the  second  Psalm  to  set  forth  the  ultimate  and  complete  triumph 
of  the  gospel,  notwithstanding  the  opposition  which  the  wicked 
may  array  against  it.     The  contents  of  the  Psalm,  as  well  as  the 
other  quotations  from  it  in  the  New  Testament,  confirm  its  Mes 
sianic  character.     See  13,  33  ;  Heb.  1,  5  and  5,  5.  —  Iva.  TL,  why,  is 
abbreviated  for  Iva.  TI  ycvyrai.     W.  $  25.  1 ;  K.  $  344.  R.  6.     The 
question  challenges  a  reason  for  conduct  so  wicked  and  futile.  It 
expresses  both  astonishment  and  reproof. —  typvagav,  rayed;  or, 
which  is  nearer  to  the  classic  sense,  showed  themselves  restive, 
refractory.     The  aorist  may  be  used  here  to  denote  a  recurrent 
fact.     K.  $  256.  4.  b.    The  active  form  is  used  only  in  the  Septu- 
agint  (Pape  Lex.  s.  v.).     The  application  to  this  particular  in 
stance  does  not  exhaust  the  prophecy.     The  fulfilment  runs  par 
allel  with  the  history  of  the  conflicts  and  triumphs  of  the  cause 
of  truth.  —  Xaot,  peoples,  masses  of  men,  whether  of  the  same 
nation,  or  of  different  nations.     Hence   this   term  includes  the 
Jews,  whom  Ibvy  would  exclude.  —  Kevd,  vain,  abortive ;   since 
such  must  be  the  result  of  all  opposition  to  the  plans  of  Jehovah. 
V.  26.     Traplcrrrjo-av,  stood  near  with  a  hostile  design  ;  which  re 
sults,  however,  from  the  connection,  not  the  word  itself.  — 
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,  assembled;  in  Hebrew,  sat  together,  with  the  involved  idea 
in  both  cases  that  it  was  for  the  purpose  of  combination  and  re 
sistance.  —  TOV  X/HCTTOV  avrov,  his  Christ,  his  Anointed  one,  answer 
ing  to  ir^-r?  in  the  Psalm.  The  act  of  anointing  was  performed  in 
connection  with  the  setting  apart  of  a  prophet,  priest,  or  king  to 
his  office,  and,  according  to  the  Hebrew  symbology,  denoted  his 
receiving  the  spiritual  gifts  and  endowments  which  he  needed  for 
the  performance  of  his  duties.1  Compare  the  note  on  6,  6.  The 
act  accompanied  consecration  to  the  office  assumed,  but  was  not 
the  direct  sign  of  it,  as  is  often  loosely  asserted.  It  is  with  ref 
erence  to  this  import  of  the  symbol  that  the  Saviour  of  men  is 
called  6  X/DUTTOS,  i.  e.  the  Anointed,  by  way  of  eminence,  because 
he  possessed  the  gifts  of  the  Spirit  without  measure,  was  fur 
nished  in  a  perfect  manner  for  the  work  which  he  came  into  the 
world  to  execute.  See  on  1,2. 

V.  27.  ydp  illustrates  the  significance  of  the  prophecy.  It  had 
been  spoken  not  without  meaning  :  for  in  truth,  etc.  —  After  aXrf- 
$eias  we  are  to  read  Iv  -ry  7roA.et  rav-ny,  in  this  city.  The  words  are 
left  out  of  the  E.  V.,  and  I  believe  of  all  the  earlier  translations 
into  English,  except  the  two  made  from  the  Vulgate.  They 
are  to  be  retained.  They  are  "  found  in  A  B  D  E,  and  more 
than  twenty  others,  supported  by  the  unanimous  voice  of  an 
cient  versions,  and  many  ecclesiastical  writers."  See  Green's 
Developed  Criticism,2  etc.,  p.  94.  —  eVl  TOV  ayiov  Tral&d  crov,  against 
tfty  consecrated  servant;  see  on  3,  13.  —  c^pto-as,  didst  anoint, 
with  that  rite  inaugurate  as  king.  —  KCU  Xaots  'lo-pcujA,  and  peoples 
of  Israel  (see  on  v.  25),  either  because  the  Jews  who  put  the 
Saviour  to  death  belonged  to  different  tribes,  or  because  so 
many  of  them  had  come  to  Jerusalem  from  distant  lands  (comp. 
2,  5),  and  so  represented  different  nationalities  (Mey.).  It  is  not 
at  all  probable  that  the  singular  and  plural  are  confounded  here 
(Kuin.). 

V.  28.  iroirja-ai,  in  order  to  do  in  reality,  though  not  with  that 
conscious  intention  on  their  part.  —  rj  \t(.p  denotes  the  power  t  ij 
ftovXrj  the  counsel,  purpose,  of  God.  Trpoto/xo-e  adapts  itself  per 
zeugma  to  both  nouns.  The  verbal  idea  required  by  the  former 
would  be  executed. 

V.  29.  KvpL€,  Lord,  i.  e.  God,  which  is  required  by  3eos  in  v.  24, 
and  TrcuSo's  crov  in  v.  30  ;  comp.  on  1,  24.  —  eTnSe  ....  avrwv,  look 

1  Bahr's  Symbolik  des  Mosaischcn  Cultus,  Vol.  II.  p.  171  sq. 

2  A  Course  of  developed  Criticism  on  passages  of  the  New  Testament  materi 
ally  affected  by  various  Readings.     By  Rev.  Thomas  Sheldon  Green,  late  fellow 
of  Christ's  College,  Cambridge,  etc.     (London  1856). 
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upon  their  threats,  in  order  to  see  what  grace  his  servants  needed 
at  such  a  crisis.  They  pray  for  courage  to  enable  them  to  preach 
the  word,  not  for  security  against  danger.  —  Trdoys,  entire,  the  ut 
most,  see  13,  10  ;  17,  11,  etc.  In  that  sense  Tras  does  not  require 
the  article.  W.  $18.  4  ;  K  $  246.  5. 

V.  30.  ev  rw  .....  eKretVeiv  o-e,  in  that  thou  dost  stretch  forth  thy 
hand  for  healing,  the  effect  of  which  as  a  public  recognition  of 
their  character  on  the  part  of  God  would  be  to  render  them  fear 
less  ;  or  as  some  prefer,  the  construction  may  denote  time,  while 
thou  dost  stretch  forth,  etc. ;  so  that  in  the  latter  case  they  ask  that 
they  may  declare  the  truth  with  power  as  well  as  with  courage. 
—  Kat  o->7fteta,  K.  r.  A.,  and  that  signs  and  wonders  may  be  wrought, 
(Kuin.  Mey.  De  Wet.).  The  clause  is  telic  and  related  to  efcrei- 
v«v,  like  ets  tacriv.  Some  make  it  depend  on  Sos,  which  is  too  re 
mote,  and  others  repeat  ev  TW  after  KCU.  —  TraiSo's  o-ov,  thy  servant. 

V.  31.  earaXcvSr)  6  TOTTOS,  the  place  ivas  shaken.  They  would 
naturally  regard  such  an  event  as  a  token  of  the  acceptance  of 
their  prayer,  and  as  a  pledge  that  a  power  adequate  to  their  pro 
tection  was  engaged  for  them.  —  eTrArjo-^o-av,  K.  T..  A.,  were  all 
filled  with  the  Holy  Spirit,  etc.  They  were  thus  endued  both 
with  courage  to  declare  the  word  of  God,  and  with  miraculous 
power  for  confirming  its  truth.  They  had  just  prayed  for  assist 
ance  in  both  respects. 

VERSES    32-37.      The  Believers  are  of  one   Mind,  and  have  att 
Things  common. 

V.  32.  Se,  slightly  but,  turns  our  attention  from  the  apostles  (v. 
31)  to  the  church  at  large.  —  rov  TrAi^ovs  TOJJ/  Triorevo-avTajv,  the 
multitude  of  those  who  believed,  like  TO  TrAr^os  rcov  fjLa^rjrwv  in  6,  2. 
This  description  of  the  union  of  heart  and  the  liberality  which  dis 
tinguished  the  disciples,  applies  to  all  of  them,  as  the  unqualified 
nature  of  the  language  clearly  intimates.  Meyer  supposes  those 
only  to  be  meant  who  are  mentioned  as  new  converts  in  v.  4 ; 1 
but  the  mind  does  not  recall  readily  so  distant  a  remark.  —  ouSe 
ets,  not  even  one.  —  eAeyei/  tSiov  cirai,  said  that  it  was  his  own,  i.  e. 
insisted  on  his  right  to  it  so  long  as  others  were  destitute,  see  v. 
34.  —  KOLvd,  common  in  the  use  of  their  property,  not  necessarily 
in  the  possession  of  it.  Compare  the  note  on  2,  44  sq.  "  It  is 
proper  to  remark,"  says  Bishop  Blomfield,2  "  that  although  an  ab- 

1 1  am  not  surprised  to  find  that  Meyer  has  corrected  this  opinion  in  his  new 
edition. 
2  Lectures  on  the  Acts  of  the  Apostles,  third  edition,  p.  28. 
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solute  community  of  goods  existed,  in  a  certain  sense,  amongst  the 
first  company  of  believers,  it  was  not  insisted  upon  by  the  apos 
tles  as  a  necessary  feature  in  the  constitution  of  the  Christian 
church.  We  find  many  precepts  in  the  Epistles,  which  distinctly 
recognize  the  difference  of  rich  and  poor,  and  mark  out  the  re 
spective  duties  of  each  class ;  and  the  apostle  Paul,  in  particular, 
far  from  enforcing  a  community  of  goods,  enjoins  those  who  were 
affluent  to  make  a  contribution  every  week  for  those  who  were 
poorer  (1  Cor.  16,  2.  3).  Yet  the  spirit  of  this  primitive  system 
should  pervade  the  church  in  all  ages.  All  Christians  ought  to 
consider  their  worldly  goods,  in  a  certain  sense,  as  the  common 
property  of  their  brethren.  There  is  a  part  of  it  which  by  the 
laws  of  God  and  nature  belongs  to  their  brethren ;  who,  if  they 
cannot  implead  them  for  its  wrongful  detention  before  an  earthly 
tribunal,  have  their  right  and  title  to  it  written  by  the  ringer  of 
God  himself  in  the  records  of  the  gospel,  and  will  see  it  estab 
lished  at  the  judgment  day." 

V.  33.  fteyaA^  Swa/m,  with  great  power,  with  convincing  effect 
on  the  minds  of  men,  see  Matt.  9,  29  ;  Luke  4,  32.  Among  the 
elements  of  this  power  we  are  to  reckon,  no  doubt,  the  miracles 
which  the  disciples  performed  ;  but  the  singular  number  forbids  the 
supposition  that  8wa/zei  can  refer  to  miracles  except  in  this  indirect 
manner.  — x°iPL<s  some  understand  of  the  favor  which  the  Christians 
enjoyed  with  the  people  in  consequence  of  their  liberality ;  see 
2,  47  (Grot.  Kuin.  Olsh.).  It  is  better,  with  De  Wette,  Meyer, 
Alford,  and  others,  to  retain  the  ordinary  sense :  divine  favor, 
grace,  of  which  their  liberality  was  an  effect ;  comp  2  Cor.  9,  14. 
V.  34.  ouSc  yap,  K.  r.  A.,  For  (a  proof  of  their  reception  of  such 
grace)  there  was  no  one  needy,  left  to  suffer  among  them.  — XCD/OUOV, 
estates,  landed  possessions,  see  5,  3.  8 ;  Matt.  26,  36 ;  Mark  14, 
32.  —  TTcoXowres  e<£epov,  sold  and  brought.  This  combination  illus 
trates  the  occasional  use  of  the  present  participle  as  an  imper 
fect.  W.  $45.  1.  a.;  S.  $  173.  2. 

V.  35.  criSovv  ....  TWV  aTrooroXcov,  placed  them  at  the  feet  of  the 
•ipostles,  see  v.  37  ;  5,  2.  The  frequency  of  the  act  is  determined 
by  that  of  the  previous  verb.  This  appears  to  have  been  a  figu 
rative  expression,  signifying  to  commit  entirely  to  their  care  or 
disposal.  It  may  have  arisen  from  the  Oriental  custom  of  laying 
gifts  or  tribute  before  the  footstool  of  kings.  —  SieSt'Soro,  distribution 
was  made.  The  verb  is  impersonal.  —  /cavort  ....  et^a/  occurs  as 
in  2,  45. 

V.  36.  Sc  subjoins  an  example  in  illustration  of  what  is  said  in 
v.  34.  35.  —  Barnabas  is  the  individual  of  this  name  who  became 

13 
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subsequently  so  well  known  as  Paul's  associate  in  missionary  la 
bors  ;  see  13,  2  sq.  The  appellation  which  he  received  from  the 
apostles  describes  a  particular  trait  in  his  style  of  preaching. 
Most  suppose  it  to  be  derived  from  nswns  *ia,  (Syro-Chaldaic),  i.  e. 
son  of  prophecy,  but  in  a  more  restricted  sense  of  the  phrase  as 
equivalent  to  uios  Trapa/cA^o-ecus,  son  of  consolation,  since  Trpo^Teia 
includes  also  hortatory,  consolatory  discourse ;  comp.  1  Cor.  14,  3. 
For  other  conjectures,  see  Kuinoel  ad  loc.  — Aewr^s.  He  was  pro 
bably  a  Levite,  in  distinction  from  iepcfa,  a  priest,  i.  e.  a  descend 
ant  of  Levi  but  not  of  the  family  of  Aaron.  —  KvVpios  TU>  yeVet  de 
scribes  him  as  a  Jew  born  in  Cyprus;  comp.  18,  2.  24. 

V.  37.  vTrapxovTos  ai/raJ  aypov,  he  having  land.  It  is  not  said  that 
this  estate  was  in  Cyprus,  but  that  is  naturally  inferred.  The 
Levites,  as  a  tribe,  had  no  part  in  the  general  division  of  Canaan 
(see  Num.  18,  20)  ;  but  that  exclusion  did  not  destroy  the  right 
of  individual  ownership  *  within  the  forty-eight  cities  and  the 
territory  adjacent  to  them,  which  were  assigned  to  the  Levites 
(Num.  35,  1-8)  ;  comp.  e.  g.  Lev.  25,  32;  Jer.  32,  8.  After  the 
exile  they  would  naturally  exercise  the  same  right  even  out 
of  Palestine.  —  TO  XP^IJM»  tJie  m°ney>  which  is  the  proper  sense 
of  the  plural ;  comp.  8,  18.  20 ;  24,  26. 


CHAPTER    V. 

VERSES  1—11.     The   Falsehood  of  Ananias  and  Sapphira,   and 

their  Death. 

V.  1.  We  enter  on  a  new  chapter  here  in  a  two-fold  sense  of 
the  expression.  As  Olshausen  remarks,  "  the  history  of  the  infant 
church  has  presented  hitherto  an  image  of  unsullied  light ;  it  is 
now  for  the  first  time  that  a  shadow  falls  upon  it.  We  can  imag 
ine  that  a  sort  of  holy  emulation  had  sprung  up  among  the  first 
Christians  ;  that  they  vied  with  each  other  in  testifying  their 
readiness  to  part  with  every  thing  superfluous  in  their  possession, 
and  to  devote  it  to  the  wants  of  the  church.  This  zeal  now 
bore  away  some,  among  others,  who  had  not  yet  been  freed  in 
their  hearts  from  the  predominant  love  of  earthly  things.  Such 
a  person  was  Ananias,  who,  having  sold  a  portion  of  his  property, 
kept  back  a  part  of  the  money  which  he  received  for  it.  The  root 

1  See  Saalschiitz,  Das  Mosaische  Recht,  Vol.  I.  p.  149. 
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of  his  sin  lay  in  his  vanity,  his  ostentation.  lie  coveted  the  repu 
tation  of  appearing  to  be  as  disinterested  as  the  others,  while  ul 
heart  he  was  still  the  slave  of  Mammon,  and  so  must  seek  to  gain 
by  hypocrisy  what  he  could  not  deserve  by  his  benevolence."  —  & 
puts  the  conduct  of  Ananias  in  contrast  with  that  of  Barnabas 
and  the  other  Christians.  —  K-nJ/za,  a  possession  of  the  nature  de 
fined  in  v.  3. 

V.  2.  «/oo-<£iWro  O.TTO  rfjs  ri/uiys,  kept  back,  reserved  for  himself, 
from  the  price.  The  genitive,  which  in  classical  Greek  usually 
follows  a  partitive  verb  like  this  (K.  $  271.  2),  depends  oftener  in 
the  New  Testament  on  a  preposition.  W.  $  30.  7.  c.  —  crwetSvt'a?, 
being  conscious  of  it  to  herself  aware  of  the  reservation  just  men 
tioned  (comp.  v.  9.)  ;  not  sc.  aurw,  knowing  it  as  well  as  he,  since  it 
is  the  object  of  /cat  to  hint  the  collusion  of  the  parties.  — /i^os  «, 
a  certain  part,  which  he  pretended  was  all  he  had  received. 

V.  3.  Start,  why,  demands  a  reason  for  his  yielding  to  a  temp 
tation  which  he  ought  to  have  repelled.  The  question  recognizes 
his  freedom  of  action.  Compare  James  4,  7.  The  sin  is  charged 
upon  him  as  his  own  act,  in  the  next  verse.  —  £7rX^po>o-€v  r^ 
crov,  has  filed,  possessed,  thy  heart ;  comp.  John  13,  27.  — 
&u  ....  aytov,  that  tJwu  shouldst  deceive  the  Holy  Spirit,  i.  e.  the 
apostles,  to  whom  God  revealed  himself  by  the  Spirit.  The  in 
finitive  is  telic  (Mey.  De  Wet.),  and  the  purpose  is  predicated, 
not  of  Ananias,  but  of  the  tempter.  Satan's  object  was  tp  insti 
gate  to  the  act,  and  that  he  accomplished.  Some  make  the  infin 
itive  ecbatic,  and  as  the  intention  of  Ananias  was  frustrated, 
must  then  render  that  thou  shouldst  attempt  to  deceive.  This  is 
forced  and  unnecessary.  —  rov  ^coptou,  the  estate,  field  ;  see  4,  34. 

V.  4.  ov^t  fjicvov,  sc.  K-rij(j.a,  K.  r.  X.,  Did  it  not,  while  it  remainea 
unsold,  remain  to  you  as  your  own  property  1  and  when  sold  was  it 
not,  i.  e.  the  money  received  for  it,  in  your  own  power  ?  This 
language  makes  it  evident  that  the  community  of  goods,  as  it  ex 
isted  in  the  church  at  Jerusalem,  Was  purely  a  voluntary  thing, 
and  not  required  by  the  apostles.  Ananias  was  not  censured  be 
cause  he  had  not  surrendered  his  entire  property,  but  for  false 
hood  in  professing  to  have  done  so  when  he  had  not.  —  ri  on 
stands  concisely  for  rt  corw  ort,  as  in  v.  9  ;  Mark  2,  16  ;  Luke  2,  49 
(Frtz.  Mey.  De  Wet).  It  is  a  classical  idiom,  but  not  common. — 
«$ou,  K.  r.  X.,  didst  thou  put  in  thy  heart,  conceive  the  thing ;  comp. 
19,  21.  The  expression  has  a  Hebraistic  coloring  (comp.  sb-ir  :rb 
in  Dan.  1,  8  and  Mai.  2,  2),  though  not  unlike  the  Homeric  ev 
c^peo-t  -$e'<r#ai.  The  aorist  (not  perf.  as  in  E.  V.)  represents  the 
wicked  thought  as  consummated.  —  OVK  e<//cvo-w  ....  $*$  is  an  in- 
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tensive  way  of  saying  that  the  peculiar  enormity  of  his  sin  con 
sisted  in  its  being  committed  against  God.  David  takes  the  same 
view  of  his  guilt  in  Ps.  51,  6.  Ananias  had  attempted  to  deceive 
men  as  well  as  God ;  but  that  aspect  of  his  conduct  was  so  un 
important,  in  comparison  with  the  other,  that  it  is  overlooked, 
denied.  Compare  Matt.  10,  20;  1  Thess.  4,  8.  See  W.  $  59.  8. 
b.  It  is  logically  correct  to  translate  OVK  ....  dAAa,  not  so  muck 
.  ...  as,  but  is  incorrect  in  form,  and  less  forcible.  et/^vVoj  gov 
erns  the  dative  here,  as  in  the  Septuagint,  but  never  in  the  class 
ics.  W.  $  31.  5. 

V.  5.  e£ei/a>£e,  expired.  —  j«u  eyei/cro,  K.  r.  X..,  and  great  fear  came 
upon  all,  etc.  Luke  repeats  this  remark  in  v.  11.  It  applies  here 
to  the  first  death  only,  the  report  of  which  spread  rapidly,  and 
produced  everywhere  the  natural  effect  of  so  awful  a  judgment. 
Some  editors  (Lchm.  Mey.  Tsch.)  strike  out  ravra  after  d/owon-as. 
It  is  wanting  in  A  B  D,  Vulg.  et  al.,  and  may  have  been  inserted 
from  v.  11.  If  it  be  genuine,  however,  it  may  refer  to  a  single 
event,  especially  when  that  is  viewed  in  connection  with  its  at 
tendant  circumstances.  The  plural  does  not  show  that  the  writer 
would  include  also  the  death  of  Sapphira,  i.  e.  that  he  speak? 
here  proleptically,  which  is  De  Wette's  view. 

V.  6.  ot  vewTc/aot  =  veavio-Koi  in  v.  1 0.  They  were  probably  the 
younger  men  in  the  assembly,  in  distinction  from  the  older  (Neand. 
De  Wet.  Alf.).  It  devolved  on  them  naturally  to  perform 
this  service,  both  on  account  of  their  greater  activity  and  out  of 
respect  to  their  superiors  in  age.  So  also  Walch  decides  (Dis- 
sertationes,  etc.  p.  79  sq.).  Some  have  conjectured  (Kuin.  Olsh. 
Mey.)  that  they  were  a  class  of  regular  assistants  or  officers  in 
the  church.  That  opinion  has  no  support,  unless  it  be  favored  by 
this  passage. — owccrrciXav  is  less  certain  than  has  been  com 
monly  supposed.  The  E.  V.  renders  wound  up,  shrouded  or  cov 
ered,  which  is  adopted  also  by  Kuin.  De  Wet.  Alf.  and  others. 
Host  and  Palm  (Lex.  s.  v.)  recognize  this  as  the  last  of  their  def 
initions,  but  rely  for  it  quite  entirely  on  this  passage  and  Eurip. 
Troad.  362.  Walch  (Dissertationes,  etc.,  p.  79  sq.)  argues  in 
favor  of  this  signification,  and  with  success,  if  it  be  true,  accord 
ing  to  his  assumption  that  Trepiore'AAeu/  and  (ruo-reXXetv  denote  the 
same  thing  as  used  of  the  rites  of  burial.  The  Vulgate  has  amo- 
verunt,  which  the  older  E.  Vv.  appear  to  have  followed :  thus, 
moved  away  (Wicl.)  ;  put  apart  (Tynd.  Cranm.)  ;  took  apart  (Gen.)  ; 
removed  (Rhem.).  This  sense  is  too  remote  from  any  legitimate 
use  of  the  verb,  to  be  defended.  A  third  explanation  which  keeps 
nearer  both  to  the  etymology  and  the  ordinary  meaning,  is  placed 


CHAP.  V,  7.  8.  COMMENTARY.  101 

together,  laid  out  or  composed  his  stiffened  limbs,  so  as  to  enable 
the  bearers  to  take  up  and  carry  the  body  with  more  convenience. 
Meyer  insists  on  this  view,  and  contends  that  TrtVAois  oweoraATycrav 
in  Eurip.,  as  referred  to  above,  can  be  translated  only  were  laid  out 
(dressed  at  the  same  time,)  in  robes.  It  is  certain  that  no  mode  of 
preparing  the  body,  which  was  formal  at  all,  requiring  delay,  could 
have  been  observed  in  an  emergency  like  the  present.  —  c£«/ey- 
Kcures,  having  carried  forth  out  of  the  house  and  beyond  the  city. 
Except  in  the  case  of  kings  or  other  distinguished  persons,  the 
Jews  did  not  bury  within  the  walls  of  their  towns.  See  Jahn's 
Archacol.  k  206.  This  circumstance  accounts  for  the  time  which 
elapsed  before  the  return  of  the  bearers.  It  was  customary  for 
the  Jews  to  bury  the  dead  much  sooner  than  is  common  with  us. 
The  reason  for  this  despatch  is  found  partly  in  the  fact  that  de 
composition  takes  place  very  rapidly  after  death  in  warm  cli 
mates  (comp.  John  11,  39),  and  partly  in  the  peculiar  Jewish 
feeling  respecting  the  defilement  incurred  by  contact  with  a 
dead  body;  see  Numb.  19,  11  sq.  The  interment  in  the  case 
of  Ananias  may  have  been  hastened  somewhat  by  the  extraordi 
nary  occasion  of  his  death ;  but  even  under  ordinary  circumstan 
ces,  a  person  among  the  Jews  was  commonly  buried  the  same 
day  on  which  he  died.  See  Win.  Realw.  Vol.  II.  p.  1 6.  Even 
among  the  present  inhabitants  of  Jerusalem,  says  Tobler,1  burial, 
as  a  general  rule,  is  not  deferred  more  than  three  or  four  hours. 

V.  7.  cyeWo  ....  KCU,  Noiv  it  came  to  pass,  —  an  interval  of 
about  three  }iours,  —  then,  etc.  ws  .  .  .  .  Sicurnj/xa  is  not  here  the 
subject  of  eyeVero,  but  forms  a  parenthetic  clause,  and  KCU 
(see  on  1,  10)  introduces  the  apodosis  of  the  sentence  (Frtz. 
De  Wet.  Mey.).  For  the  same  construction,  comp.  Matt.  15,  32; 
Mark  8,  2  (in  the  correct  text)  ;  Luke  9,  28.  See  W.  $  62.  2. 
The  minute  specification  of  time  here  imparts  an  air  of  reality  to 
the  narrative.  —  dcrfi\^v,  came  in,  i.  e.  to  the  place  of  assembly. 

V.  8.  aTTCKptfrj  avrrj,  addressed  her  ;  Hebraistic  after  the  manner 
of  ns?,  see  on  3,  12.  De  Wette  inclines  to  the  ordinary  Greek 
sense  :  answered,  i.  e.  upon  her  salutation.  —  TOO-OVTOV  is  the  geni 
tive  of  price  :  for  so  muck,  and  no  more,  pointing,  says  Meyer,  to 
the  money  which  lay  there  within  sight.  Kuinoel's  better  view 
is  that  Peter  named  the  sum;  but,  it  being  unknown  to  the 
writer,  he  substitutes  for  it  an  indefinite  term,  like  our  "  so 
much,"  or  "  so  and  so."  This  sense  is  appropriate  to  the  woman's 
reply. 

i  Denkblatter  aus  Jerusalem,  von  Dr.  Titus  Tobler,  p.  325  (St.  Gallon  1853). 
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V.  9.  TL  on,  K.  T.  A.,  Wliy  is  it  that  it  was  agreed,  concerted,  by 
you  ?  The  dative  occurs  after  the  passive,  instead  of  the  genitive 
with  VTTO,  when  the  agent  is  not  only  the  author  of  the  act,  but 
the  person  for  whose  benefit  the  act  is  performed.  K.  $  284. 
11.  —  ireipdo-ai  TO  Trvev/xa,  to  tempt,  put  to  trial,  the  Spirit  as  pos 
sessed  by  the  apostles,  whether  he  can  be  deceived  or  not ;  see 
on  v.  3.  —  $0£,  01  TroSes,  K.  T.  X.,  beltold,  the  feet  of  those  who  buried 
thy  husband.  iSov  directs  attention  to  the  sound  of  their  foot 
steps  as  they  approached  the  door.  What  occurred  before  their 
entrance  occupied  but  a  moment. 

V.  10.  Trapa^prj^a,  immediately  after  this  declaration  of  Peter. 
It  is  evident  that  the  writer  viewed  the  occurrence  as  supernatu 
ral.  The  second  death  was  not  only  instantaneous,  like  the  first, 
but  took  place  precisely  as  Peter  had  foretold.  The  woman  lay 
dead  at  the  apostle's  feet,  as  the  men  entered  who  had  just  borne 
her  husband  to  the  grave. 

V.  11.  See  note  on  v.  5.  —  <£o/3os  /xe'yo,?,  great  fear  came,  etc. 
To  produce  this  impression  both  in  the  church  and  out  of  it  was 
doubtless  one  of  the  objects  which  the  death  of  Ananias  and 
Sapphira  was  intended  to  accomplish.  The  punishment  inflicted 
on  them,  while  it  displayed  the  just  abhorrence  with  which  God 
looked  upon  this  particular  instance  of  prevarication,  was  impor 
tant  also  as  a  permanent  testimony  against  similar  offences  in 
every  age  of  the  church.  "  Such  severity  in  the  beginning  of 
Christianity,"  says  Benson,1  "  was  highly  proper,  in  order  to  pre 
vent  any  occasion  for  like  punishments  for  the  time  to  come. 
Thus  Cain,  the  first  murderer,  was  most  signally  punished  by  the 
immediate  hand  of  God.  Thus,  upon  the  erecting  of  God's  tem 
poral  kingdom  among  the  Jews,  Nadab  and  Abilm  were  struck 
dead  for  offering  strange  fire  before  the  Lord.  And  Korah  and 
his  company  were  swallowed  up  alive  by  the  earth,  for  opposing 
Moses,  the  faithful  servant  of  God ;  and  the  two  hundred  and 
fifty  men,  who  offered  incense  upon  that  occasion,  were  consumed 
by  a  fire,  which  came  out  from  the  Lord.  And,  lastly,  Uzzah,  for 
touching  the  ark,  fell  by  as  sudden  and  remarkable  a  divine  judg 
ment,  when  the  kingdom  was  going  to  be  established  in  the 
house  of  David,  to  teach  Israel  a  reverence  for  God  and  divine 
things.  Nay,  in  establishing  even  human  laws,  a  severe  punish 
ment  upon  the  first  transgressors  doth  oft  prevent  the  punishment 
of  others,  who  are  deterred  from  like  attempts  by  the  suffering  of 
the  first  criminals." 

1  History  of  the  First  Planting  of  the  Christian  Religion,  etc.,  Vol.  I.  p.  105 
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VERSES   12-16.     The  Apostles  still  preach,  and  confirm  their  Testi 
mony  by  Miracles. 

V.  12.  Se,  now,  continuative.  —  TroAAa  in  this  position  qualifies 
the  two  nouns  more  strongly  than  when  joined  with  the  first  of 
them,  as  in  2,  43.  The  first  and  last  places  in  a  Greek  sentence 
may  be  emphatic.  K.  $  348.  6.  —  /cat  rjorav,  K.  r.  A.,  and  they  were 
all  with  one  mind  in  Solomon's  porch,  i.  e.  from  day  to  day.  It  was 
their  custom  to  repair  thither  and  preach  to  the  people  whom 
they  found  in  this  place  of  public  resort.  aTrai/res  refers  to  the 
apostles  mentioned  in  the  last  clause  (Ruin.  Olsh.  Alf).  Some 
understand  it  of  all  the  believers  (Bug.  De  Wet.  Mey.) ;  in  disre 
gard  both  of  the  natural  antecedent  and  of  the  improbability  that 
so  many  would  assemble  at  once  in  such  a  place.  The  apostles 
or  individuals  of  them  are  meant  certainly  in  v.  42  ;  and  from 
the  similarity  of  that  passage  to  this,  we  naturally  infer  that  Luke 
speaks  of  the  same  class  of  persons  here  as  there. 

V.  1 3.  TCOV  Se  XOITTCOI/,  but  of  the  rest  who  did  not  belong  to  the  party 
of  the  apostles,  who  were  not  Christains,  the  same  evidently  who 
are  called  oAaos  just  below.  —  ouSet's,  K.  r.  A.,  no  one  ventured  to  asso 
ciate  with  them  (see  9,  26 ;  10,  28),  viz.  the  apostles ;  lit.  join 
himself  to  them.  So  deeply  had  the  miracles  wrought  by  the 
apostles  impressed  the  Jewish  multitude,  that  they  looked  upon 
those  who  performed  them  with  a  sort  of  religious  awe,  and  were 
afraid  to  mingle  freely  with  them.  Xonrw,  taken  as  above,  need 
not  include  any  but  unbelievers,  even  if  we  confine  aTrarres  to  the 
apostles.  If  we  extend  aTrarres  to  the  disciples  generally,  the 
notion  that  the  others  are  believers  as  well  as  unbelievers  (Alf.), 
falls  away  still  more  decisively.  That  the  apostles  should  have 
inspired  their  fellow  Christians  with  a  feeling  of  dread,  disturbs 
all  our  conceptions  of  their  relations  to  each  other,  as  described  or 
intimated  elsewhere.  —  A  comma  is  the  proper  point  after  aurot«j. 

—  dJVAa,  but,  as  opposed  to  what  they  refrained  from  doing.  — 
e/xeyaXwtv  avTou's,-  magnified  them,  regarded  them  with  wonder  and 
extolled  them. 

V.  14.  Tins  verse  is  essentially  parenthetic,  but  contains  a  re 
mark  which  springs  from  the  one  just  made.  One  of  the  ways 
in  which  the  people  testified  their  regard  for  the  Christians  was, 
that  individuals  of  them  were  constantly  passing  over  to  the  side 
of  the  latter.  —  paXXov  Se,  and  still  more,  comp.  9,  22  ;  Luke  5,  15. 

—  T<3  Kiynu),  the  Lord,  here  Christ,  many  connect  with  Trto-rci'orres : 
but  a  comparison  with  11,  24  shows  that  it  depends  rather  on  the 
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verb.  —  TrX-y^T),  K.  r.  X.,  multitudes  both  of  men  and  women.  The 
additions  were  so  great  that  Luke  counts  them  no  longer  (see  1, 
15;  2,41  and  4,  4). 

V.  15.  wore  binds  this  verse  to  v.  13.  We  have  here  an  illus 
tration  of  the  extent  to  which  the  people  carried  their  confidence 
in  the  apostles.  —  Kara  ras  TrXaretas,  along  the  streets.  W.  §  49.  d. 
—  em  KAivouv  Kai  KpapftaTuv,  upon  beds  and  pallets.  The  latter  was 
a  cheaper  article  used  by  the  common  people.  See  Diet,  of  Antt 
art.  Lectus  ;  and  R.  and  P.  Lex.  s.  O-KI/ATTOVS.  The  rich  and  the 
poor  grasped  at  the  present  opportunity  to  be  healed  of  their  dis 
eases.  Instead  of  /cAivtov,  many  read  K\ivapuQv,  little  beds,  with  ref 
erence  to  their  portable  size.  We  may  adopt  that  reading,  and 
yet  distinguish  the  terms  as  before  ;  for  these  couches  need  not 
have  been  larger  than  the  others  in  order  to  be  more  valuable.  — 
epXo/xeVov  Herpov,  as  Peter  was  passing.  The  genitive  does  not 
depend  on  O-KUX,  but  is  absolute.  —  KO.V  =  KO!  ecu/,  at  least,  so  much 
as  (vel  certe)  ;  comp.  Mark  6,  56;  2  Cor.  11,  16.  The  separate 
parts  can  hardly  be  traced  in  this  idiom.  Some  evolve  them 
from  an  ellipsis  :  in  order  that,  if  Peter  came,  he  might  touch  some 
of  them,  even  if  it  were  only  his  shadow  (Mey.).  See  Klotz  ad 
Devar.  Vol.  II.  p.  139  sq. 

V.  16.  do-^evets  omits  the  article  here,  but  has  it  in  v.  15.  It  is 
there  generic,  here  partitive  :  sick,  sc.  persons.  K.  $  244.  8.  0^- 
Aov/AeVou?,  K.  r.  X.,  being  added  to  do-^ems,  distinguishes  the  pos 
sessed  or  demoniacs  from  those  affected  by  ordinary  maladies  ; 
comp.  8,  7.  —  aKo^apTwv,  unclean,  i.  e.  morally  corrupt,  utterly 
wicked,  comp.  19,  12. 

VERSES   17-25.     Renewed  Imprisonment  of  the  Apostles,  and  their 

Escape. 

V.  17.  But  (8e)  this  success  (v.  16)  calls  forth  persecution.  — 
dvao-rci?,  rising  up,  not  from  his  seat  in  the  council  (for  the  council 
is  not  said  to  have  been  in  session),  but  as  it  were  mentally,  becom 
ing  excited,  proceeding  to  act.  Kuinoel  calls  it  redundant.  See  fur 
ther,  on  9,  18.  —  The  apxiepevs  is  probably  Annas,  who  was  before 
mentioned  under  that  title.  Some  suppose  Caiaphas,  the  actual 
high-priest,  to  be  intended.  See  on  4,  6.  —  ot  ow  aura)  are  not  his 
associates  in  the  Sanhedrim  (for  they  are  distinguished  from  these 
in  v.  21),  but,  according  to  the  more  obvious  relation  of  the  words 
to  at/aeo-is  TCOV  SaSSov/ccuW,  those  with  him  in  sympathy  and  opinion, 
i.  e.  members  of  the  religious  sect  to  which  he  belonged  ;  comp. 
14,  4.  Josephus  states  that  most  of  the  higher  class  in  his  day 
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were  skeptics  or  Sadducees,  though  the  mass  of  the  people  were 
Pharisees.  —  £rj\ov,  indignation  (13,  45),  not  envy;  a  Hebraistic 
sense. 

V.  18.  cm  TOVS  aTTooroAous,  upon  the  apostles,  viz.  Peter  (v.  29) 
and  others  of  them,  but  probably  not  the  entire  twelve.  They 
were  lodged  in  tke  public  prison,  so  as  to  be  kept  more  securely. 
It  is  far-fetched  to  suppose  that  fypoata  was  meant  to  suggest 
that  they  were  treated  as  common  malefactors. 

V.  19.  The  account  of  a  similar  escape  is  more  fully  related 
in  12,  7  sq.  —  Sia  rqs  WKTOS,  during  the  night,  and  not  far  from  its 
close,  as  the  two  next  verses  seem  to  indicate.  Fritzsche  *  con 
cedes  this  sense  of  Sta  here,  also  in  16,  9  and  17, 10,  but  pronounces 
it  entirely  abnormal.  Classic  usage,  it  is  true,  would  require 
through  tke  night,  its  entire  extent,  and  it  would  then  follow  strangely 
enough  that  the  doors  of  the  prison  must  have  stood  open  for 
hours,  before  the  apostles  went  forth  from  their  confinement 
Meyer  insists  on  that  as  the  true  meaning  here.  It  is  more  rea 
sonable  to  ascribe  to  Luke  a  degree  of  inaccuracy  in  the  use  of 
the  preposition.  See  W.  $  47.  i.  An  extreme  purism  in  some  cases 
is  one  of  Meyer's  faults  as  a  critic. —  TJI/OI^C  ras  Svpas,  opened  tke 
doors  (see  12,  10),  which  were  then  closed  again;  see  v.  23. — 
e£ayayo>v  avrov?,  having  brought  them  forth >  while  the  keepers  were 
at  their  post  (v.  23),  but  were  restrained  by  a  divine  power  from 
seeing  them  (see  on  12,  10),  or  at  all  events  from  interposing  to 
arrest  them. 

V.  20.  Tropeuecr^e  and  XaXetre  are  present  because  they  denote 
acts  already  in  progress.  The  prisoners  were  to  proceed  on  then- 
way  to  the  temple,  and  to  persist  there  in  proclaiming  the  offen 
sive  message.  See  on  3,  6.  —  TO.  p^/xara  -rrjs  £(0779  ravn/s,  the  words 
of  this  life,  eternal  life  which  you  preach,  comp.  13,  26.  W.  $  34. 
2.  b.  Olshausen  refers  ravrr/5  to  the  angel :  this  life  of  which  I 
speak  to  you  ;  Lightfoot  to  the  Sadducees  :  this  life  which  they 
deny.  According  to  some  ravn/s  belongs  to  the  entire  expression, 
these  words  of  life;  agreeing  as  a  Hebraism  with  the  dependent 
noun,  instead  of  the  governing  one.  See  Green's  Gr.,  p.  265.  An 
adjective  may  be  so  used,  but  not  the  pronoun. 

V.  21.  VTTO  TOV  opSpov,  at  early  dawn.  The  temple  had  already 
opened  its  gates  to  the  worshippers  and  the  traffickers  (John  2, 
14  sq.)  accustomed  to  resort  thither.  Hence  the  apostles  could 
begin  their  work  of  instruction,  as  soon  as  they  arrived.  The 
people  of  the  East  commence  the  day  much  earlier  than  is  cus- 

i  Fritzschiorum  Opuscula  Academica,  p.  165. 

14 
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ternary  with  us.  The  arrangements  of  life  there  adjust  them 
selves  to  the  character  of  the  climate.  During  a  great  part  of  the 
year  in  Palestine,  the  heat  becomes  oppressive  soon  after  sun 
rise,  and  the  inhabitants,  therefore,  assign  their  most  important 
duties  and  labors  to  the  early  hours  of  the  day.  Nothing  is  more 
common  at  the  present  time  than  to  see  the  villagers  going  forth 
to  their  employment  in  the  fields,  while  the  night  and  the  day  are 
still  struggling  with  each  other.  Worship  is  often  performed  in  the 
synagogues  at  Jerusalem  before  the  sun  appears  above  Olivet.  — 
7rapayevo/zevo<?,  having  come,  i.  e.  to  the  place  of  assembly,  which 
was  probably  a  room  in  the  temple  (see  6,  14  ;  Matt.  27,  3  sq.),  and 
whence  apparently  the  chief  priest  and  his  coadjutors  sent  out  a 
summons  (o-weKaAeoW)  to  their  colleagues  to  hasten  together.  On 
some  occasions  the  Sanhedrists  met  at  the  house  of  the  high-priest, 
see  Matt.  26,  57.  —  KCU  Tracrav  TT/V  ytpova-Lav,  and  all  the  eldership,  sen 
ate  connected  with  the  Sanhedrim  ;  comp.  4,  5  ;  22,  5.  The  promi 
nence  thus  given  to  that  branch  of  the  council  exalts  our  idea  of 
its  dignity.  The  term  reminds  us  of  men  who  were  venerable 
for  their  years  and  wisdom.  Kuinoel  would  emphasize  Truo-av,  as 
if  the  attendance  of  that  order  was  full  at  this  time,  but  was  not 
always  so.  Some  (Lightf.  Olsh.  Str.  Mey.)  think  that  this  was 
not  an  ordinary  session  of  the  Sanhedrim,  but  that  the  elders  of 
the  nation  at  large  were  called  upon  to  give  their  advice  in  the 
present  emergency. 

V.  22.  01  vTrrjpeTai,  the  servants  who  executed  the  orders  of  the 
Sanhedrim,  see  v.  26.  Some  of  the  temple  guard  may  have 
acted  in  this  capacity.  See  on  4,  1. 

V.  24.  6  leper'?,  the  priest  by  way  of  eminence  (1  Mace.  15.  1  ; 
Jos.  Antt.  6.  12.  1),  hence  =  dp^iepe^s,  as  the  same  functionary  is 
termed  in  v.  17,  and  4,  6.  —  On  ot  dp^iepet?,  see  4,  6.  —  Sirpropow 
Trept  dmov,  were  perplexed  concerning  them,  i.  e.  the  words  reported, 
not  the  apostles  (Mey.  Alf).  \6yovs  is  the  more  obvious  antece 
dent,  and,  besides,  nothing  would  embarrass  the  rulers  so  much  as 
the  circulation  of  such  reports  at  this  precise  moment.  —  ri  av  yiv- 
oiro  TOVTO,  what  this  would  become,  how  it  would  affect  the  public 
mind  in  regard  to  the  Christians  and  their  doctrine,  rovro  refers 
to  the  miraculous  liberation,  and  confirms  what  was  said  of 

CttTCOV. 

VERSES  26-28.      They  are  arrested  again  and  brought  before  the 

Council. 


V.  26.     For  orparTTyo?,  see  on  4,  1.  —  Iva.  ^  Xt^ao-^oja-tv  we  are  to 
connect  probably  with  ov  //.era  /3ias  :   They  brought  them  without  wo- 
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knee  that  they  might  not  be  stoned.  c</>o/3oOi/ro  yap  rov  AaoV,  for  they 
feared  the  people,  forms  a  parenthetic  remark,  the  logical  force 
of  which  is  the  same  as  if  it  had  stood  at  the  close  of  the  sen 
tence.  The  E.  versions  generally  (also  Mey.)  attacli  the  last 
clause  to  l<f>o(3ovvTo  instead  of  rjyayev,  but  the  proper  connectives 
after  verbs  of  fearing  are  prj,  /ATJTTGO?,  and  the  like,  and  not  Iva  ^ 
See  W.  $  56.  2.  R.  Tischendorf  puts  a  comma  after  yStas,  instead 
of  a  colon,  as  in  some  editions. 

V.  28.  TrapayyeAia  7rap^yyetAa/>i€V.  See  the  note  On  4,  17. —  cVl 
raj  oi/o/xart  TUVTIO,  upon  (as  their  authority,  see  4,  18)  this  name, 
which  they  left  unspoken  as  well  known,  or  perhaps  disdained 
to  mention.  —  eTrayayetv  ....  at//,a,  i.  e.  fix  upon  us  the  guilt  of  hav 
ing  shed  his  blood  as  that  of  an  innocent  person ;  comp.  Matt. 
23,35.  —  TOU  cli^pcoTTov  TOUTOV,  this  man,  is  not  of  itself  contemptu 
ous  (comp.  Luke  23,  47  ;  John  7,  46),  but  could  have  that  turn 
given  to  it  by  the  voice,  and  was  so  uttered  probably  at  this  time. 

VERSES  29-3£.      The  Answer  of  Peter,  and  its  Effect. 

V.  29.  KCU  ot  dTroo-ToXot,  and  the  other  apostles.  Peter  spoke  in 
then*  name,  see  2,  14.  —  -n-eiSapxtw  ....  dv^pwTrot?.  The  Jews, 
though  as  a  conquered  nation  they  were  subject  to  the  Romans, 
acknowledged  the  members  of  the  Sanhedrim  as  their  legitimate 
rulers ;  and  the  injunction  which  the  Sanhedrim  imposed  on  the 
apostles  at  this  time  emanated  from  the  highest  human  authority 
to  which  they  could  have  felt  that  they  owed  allegiance.  The 
injunction  which  this  authority  laid  on  the  apostles  clashed  with 
their  religious  convictions,  their  sense  of  the  rights  of  the  infinite 
Ruler,  and  in  this  conflict  between  human  law  and  divine,  they 
declared  that  the  obligation  to  obey  God  was  paramount  to  every 
other.  The  apostles  and  early  Christians  acted  on  the  principle, 
that  human  governments  forfeit  their  claim  to  obedience  when 
they  require  what  God  has  plainly  forbidden,  or  forbid  what  he 
has  required.  They  claimed  the  right  of  judging  for  themselves 
what  was  right  and  what  was  wrong,  in  reference  to  their  re 
ligious  and  their  political  duties,  and  they  regulated  then  conduct 
by  that  decision.  It  is  worthy  of  notice  that,  in  4,  19,  they  pro 
pound  this  principle  as  one  which  even  their  persecutors  could 
not  controvert,  i.  e.  as  one  which  commends  itself  to  every  man's 
reason  and  unperverted  moral  feelings.1  In  applying  this  princi- 

1  Socrates  avowed  this  principle,  when  in  his  defence  ho  said  to  his  judges 
irei<ro/jiai  8e  juaAAoj/  TO>  &€(£  f)  v/j.w  (Plat.  Apol.  29  D) :  and  unless  the  pica  he  valid, 
he  died  as  a  felon  and  not  as  a  martyr.  See  other  heathen  testimonies  to  the 
same  effect  in  Wetstem's  Novum  Testainentum,  Vol.  II.  p.  478. 
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pie,  it  will  be  found  that  the  apostles  in  every  instance  abstained 
from  all  forcible  resistance  to  the  public  authorities.  They  re 
fused  utterly  to  obey  the  mandates  which  required  them  to  vio 
late  their  consciences,  but  they  endured  quietly  the  penalties 
which  the  executors  of  the  law  enforced  against  them.  They 
evaded  the  pursuit  of  their  oppressors  if  they  could  (2  Cor.  11, 
32.  33),  secreted  themselves  from  arrest  (12,  19),  left  their  prisons 
at  the  command  of  God,  yet  when  violent  hands  were  laid  upon 
them,  and  they  were  dragged  before  magistrates,  to  the  dungeon, 
or  to  death,  they  resisted  not  the  wrong,  bat  "  followed  his  steps, 
who,  when  he  suffered,  threatened  not,  but  committed  himself  to 
Him  that  judgeth  righteously"  (1  Pet  2,  22.  23). 

V.  30.  TUV  Trarepwv  recalls  to  mind  the  series  of  promises  which 
God  had  made  to  provide  a  Saviour,  comp.  3,  25.  —  r/ycipev,  raised 
up,  sent  into  the  world;  comp.  3,  22;  13,  23.  So  Calvin,  Bengel, 
De  Wette,  and  others.  Some  supply  CK  ve/cpcov,  raised  up  from  the 
dead;  but  that  idea  being  involved  in  ttywcre  below,  would  intro 
duce  a  repetition  at  variance  with  the  brevity  of  the  discourse. — 
fiv  vfieis,  K.  r.  X.,  whom  ye  slew  (26,  21)  by  hanging ;  not  sleiv  and 
hung  (E.  V.). —  gvXav  =  a-Tdvpov,  a  Hebraism.  It  occurs  especially 
where  the  Jews  are  spoken  of  as  having  crucified  the  Saviour 
(10,  39;  13,  29). 

V.  31.  apxyyov  Kat  cr<iynjpa  belong  as  predicates  to  TOVTOV  :  this 
one  (as,  who  is)  a  prince  and  a  Saviour ;  not  to  the  verb  :  exalted 
to  be  a  prince,  etc.,  (E.  V.).  —  r$  Se£ia  O.VTOV,  to  his  right  hand;  see 
note  on  2,  33.  —  Sowat  /xerai/otai/,  to  give  repentance,  i.  e.  the  grace 
or  disposition  to  exercise  it;  comp.  3,  16;  18,  27;  John  16,  7.8. 
Some  understand  it  of  the  opportunity  to  repent,  or  the  pro 
vision  of  mercy  which  renders  repentance  available  to  the  sinner 
(De  Wet).  The  expression  is  too  concise  to  convey  naturally 
that  idea,  and  TOTTOV  fierai/oias  is  employed  for  that  purpose  in  Heb. 
12,  17.  In  both  cases  the  exaltation  of  Christ  is  represented  as 
securing  the  result  in  question,  because  it  was  the  consummation 
of  his  work,  and  gave  effect  to  all  that  preceded. 

V.  32.  /xaprvpes  governs  here  two  genitives,  one  of  a  person, 
the  other  of  a  thing;  see  Phil.  2,  30 ;  Heb.  13,  7.  W.  $  30.  3.  R. 
3 ;  K.  $  275.  R.  6.  Since  their  testimony  was  true,  they  must 
declare  it ;  no  human  authority  could  deter  them  from  it,  comp. 
4,  20.  —  /cat  ....  ayiov,  and  the  Holy  Spirit  (Se)  too  (sc.  avrov 
fJLapTVp)  is  his  witness.  —  rot?  Tra^ap-^ovcnv  aura),  to  those  wliO 

obey  him,  i.  e.  by  receiving  the  gospel,  comp.  6,  7.  Many  suppose 
the  apostle  to  refer  chiefly  to  the  special  gifts  which  the  Spirit 
conferred  on  so  many  of  the  first  Christians,  in  order  to  confirm 
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their  faith  as  the  truth  of  God.  What  took  place  on  the  day  of 
Pentecost  was  a  testimony  of  this  nature,  and  that  or  some 
equivalent  sign  was  repeated  on  other  occasions  ;  comp.  10,  45 ; 
19,  6  ;  Mark  16,  20.  But  to  that  outward  demonstration  we  may 
add  also  the  inward  witness  of  the  Spirit,  which  believers  re 
ceive  as  the  evidence  of  their  adoption;  comp.  Rom.  8,  16;  Gal. 
4,  6  ;  1  John  3,  24.  Neander  interprets  the  language  entirely  of 
this  internal  manifestation.  Since  the  Holy  Spirit  testified  to  the 
gospel  in  both  ways,  and  since  the  remark  here  is  unqualified, 
we  have  no  reason  to  consider  the  expression  less  extensive  than 
the  facts  in  the  case. 

V.  33.  SccTrptovro,  were  convulsed  with  rage,  lit.  were  sawn  asunder, 
torn  in  pieces.  The  E.  V.  supplies  "  to  the  heart,"  after  the  verb 
(see  7,  54),  but  the  Greek  text  has  no  such  reading.  Some 
render  sawed  their  teeth,  gnashed  them ;  which  would  require  TOU? 
oSoKras  as  the  expressed  object  of  the  verb. — e/2ouAeuovro,  re 
solved,  determined,  see  27,  39,  and  John  12,  10 ;  but  on  the  repre 
sentation  of  Gamaliel  they  recalled  their  purpose.  The  issue 
was  averted,  and  hence  the  tense  is  imperfect.  Instead  of  pass 
ing  a  formal  vote,  it  is  more  probable  that  they  declared  their  in 
tention  by  some  tumultuous  expression  of  their  feelings.  The  verb 
may  denote  the  act  as  well  as  the  result  of  deliberation,  took 
counsel,  consulted ;  but  men  exasperated  as  they  were  would  not 
be  likely  to  pay  much  regard  to  parliamentary  decorum. 

VERSES  34-39.     The  Advice  of  Gamaliel. 

V.  34.  TI/UOS  governs  Xaw  as  allied  to  words  denoting  judg 
ment,  estimation.  See  W.  $  31.  6.  b.;  Mt.$388.  The  character 
which  Luke  ascribes  to  Gamaliel  in  this  passage  agrees  with 
that  which  he  bears  in  the  Talmud.  He  appears  there,  also,  as 
a  zealous  Pharisee,  as  unrivalled  in  that  age  for  his  knowledge 
of  the  law,  as  a  distinguished  teacher  (see  22,  3),  and  as  pos 
sessing  an  enlarged,  tolerant  spirit,  far  above  the  mass  of  his 
countrymen.  He  is  said  to  have  lived  still  some  fifteen  years  or 
more  after  this  scene  in  the  council.  See  Hertz.  Encyk.  Vol. 
IV.  p.  656.1 — fipa-xv  refers  evidently  to  time  (in  Viic\.,for  a  while), 
not  to  space  (E.  V.). 

V.  35.  eiTTc.  What  follows  is  probably  an  outline  of  the 
Speech. —  CTT!  rot?  dv^pcoTrois  rovrot?  some  join  with  7r/30o-e\(ere,  take 
heed  unto  yourselves  in  respect  to  these  men  ( E.  V.)  ;  others 

1  Hertzog's  Real-Encyklopadie  fur  die  protestantische  Theologie  und  Kirche. 
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with  TL  /uAXere  Trpacro-eiv,  what  ye  are  about  to  do  in  respect  to 
these  men  (Ruin.  De  Wet.  Mey.).  Both  constructions  are  ad 
missible  ( W.  $  55.  4),  but  as  Trpacrcmv  TL  em  TO/I  is  not  uncommon 
in  Greek  (see  examples  in  Wetst.  N.  T.),  it  is  better  to  recog 
nize  an  instance  of  that  expression  here. 

V.  36.  Trpo  TOVTWV  TCOV  fjfjLtp&v,  Before  these  times.  This  is  not 
the  first  time  that  zealots  or  seditionists  have  appeared;  they 
may  have  come  forth  with  great  pretensions,  but  ere  long  have 
closed  their  career  with  defeat  and  ignominy.  For  the  sake  of 
effect  (observe  yap),  Gamaliel  puts  the  case  as  if  the  prisoners 
would  turn  out  to  be  persons  of  this  stamp ;  but  before  closing 
he  is  careful  to  remind  his  associates  that  there  was  another  pos 
sibility;  see  v.  39.  —  ©evSas.  Josephus  mentions  an  insur 
rectionist,  named  TJieudas,  who  appeared  in  the  reign  of  Clau 
dius,  some  ten  years  after  the  delivery  of  this  speech.  Ga 
maliel,  therefore,  must  refer  here  to  another  man  of  this  name  ; 
and  this  man,  since  he  preceded  Judas  the  Galilean  (v.  37),  could 
not  have  lived  much  later  than  the  reign  of  Herod  the  Great. 
The  year  of  that  monarch's  death,  as  Josephus  states,  was  re 
markably  turbulent;  the  land  was  overrun  with  belligerent  par 
ties,  under  the  direction  of  insurrectionary  chiefs,  or  fanatics. 
Josephus  mentions  but  three  of  these  disturbers  by  name  ;  he 
passes  over  the  others  with  a  general  allusion.  Among  those 
whom  the  Jewish  historian  has  omitted  to  name,  may  have  been 
the  Theudas  whom  Gamaliel  has  here  in  view.  The  name  was 
not  an  uncommon  one  ( Win.*Realw.  Vol.  II.  p.  609)  ;  and  it  can 
excite  no  surprise  that  one  Theudas,  who  was  an  insurgent, 
should  have  appeared  in  the  time  of  Augustus,  and  another,  fifty 
years  later,  in  the  time  of  Claudius.  Josephus  gives  an  account 
of  four  men  named  Simon,  who  followed  each  other  within  forty 
years,  and  of  three  named  Judas,  within  ten  years,  who  were  all 
instigators  of  rebellion.  This  mode  of  reconciling  Luke  with 
Josephus  is  approved  by  Lardner,  Bengel,  Kuinoel,  Olshausen, 
Anger,  "Winer,  and  others.1  Another  very  plausible  supposition 
is,  that  Luke's  Theudas  may  have  been  identical  with  one  of  the 
three  insurgents  whom  Josephus  designates  by  name.  Sonntag, 
who  agrees  with  those  who  adopt  this  view,  has  supported  it 
with  much  learning  and  ability.2  He  maintains  that  the  Theudas 

1  Jost,  the  Jewish  historian  (Geschichte  der  Israeliten,  Band  II.  Anh.  p.  76) 
assents  to  this  explanation,  and  admits  the  credibility  of  Luke  as  well  as  of 
Josephus. 

8  In  the  Theologische  Studien  und  Kritiken,  1837,  p.  622  sq.,  translated  by  the 
writer  in  the  Bibliotheca  Sacra,  1848,  p.  409  sq. 
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mentioned  by  Gamaliel  is  the  individual  who  occurs  in  Josephus 
under  the  name  of  Simon,  a  slave  of  Herod,  who  attempted  to 
make  himself  king,  in  the  year  of  that  monarch's  death.  He 
urges  the  following  reasons  for  that  opinion :  first,  this  Simon,  as 
he  was  the  most  noted  among  those  who  disturbed  the  public 
peace  at  that  time,  would  be  apt  to  occur  to  Gamaliel  as  an  illus 
tration  of  his  point;  secondly,  he  is  described  as  a  man  of  the 
Same  lofty  pretensions  (cTycu  d£ios  eA.7r«ras  Trap  bvrwovv  =.  Aeywv  cu/at 
Twa  eavTov) ;  thirdly,  he  died  a  violent  death,  which  Josephtis  does 
not  mention  as  true  of  the  other  two  insurgents;  fourthly  he 
appears  to  have  had  comparatively  few  adherents,  in  conformity 
with  Luke's  wo-ei  TCTpa/coo-tW ;  and,  lastly,  his  having  been  origi 
nally  a  slave  accounts  for  the  twofold  appellation,  since  it  was 
very  common  among  the  Jews  to  assume  a  different  name  on 
changing  their  occupation  or  mode  of  life.  It  is  very  possible, 
therefore,  that  Gamaliel  speaks  of  him  as  Theuclas,  because, 
having  borne  that  name  so  long  at  Jerusalem,  he  was  best  known 
by  it  to  the  members  of  the  Sandedrim ;  and  that  Josephus,  on 
the  contraiy,  who  wrote  for  Romans  and  Greeks,  speaks  of  him 
as  Simon,  because  it  was  under  that  name  that  he  set  himself  up 
as  king,  and  in  that  way  acquired  his  foreign  notoriety.  (Tacit. 
Hist.  5.  9.)  —  There  can  be  no  valid  objection  to  either  of  the 
foregoing  suppositions;  both  are  reasonable,  and  both  must  be 
disproved  before  Luke  can  be  justly  charged  with  having  com 
mitted  an  anachronism  in  this  passage.  —  eTwu  TWO.,  was  some  one 
of  importance.  rl<s  has  often  that  emphatic  force.  W.  $  25.  2.  c. 
V.  37.  'lou'Sas  6  roA.iA.atos,  *.  r.  A.  Josephus  mentions  tin's  Ju 
das  the  Galilean,  and  his  account  of  him  either  confirms  or  leaves 
undenied  every  one  of  the  particulars  stated  or  intimated  by 
Luke.  See  Bell.  Jud.  2.  8.  1  ;  Antt  18.  1.  6 ;  20.  5.  2.  He  calh 
him  twice  6  ToAiAatos,  though  he  terms  him  also  6  FauAovtrr/s  in 
Antt.  18.  1.  1.,  from  the  fact  that  he  was  born  at  Gamala,  in  lower 
Gaulonitis.  He  was  known  as  the  Galilean,  because  he  lived 
subsequently  in  Galilee  (De  Wet.),  or  because  that  province 
may  have  included  Gaulonitis.  The  epithet  served  to  distin 
guish  him  from  another  Judas,  a  revolutionist  who  appeared 
some  ten  years  earlier  than  this.  —  ev  rats  ^/tepcus  r^s  aTroypa^?,  in 
the  days  of  the  registration,  i.  e.  in  this  instance,  of  persons  and 
property,  with  a  view  to  taxation  (Jos.  Antt.  15.  1.  1).  The 
dTroypa^rj  in  Luke  2,  2,  which  is  so  carefully  distinguished  from 
this  tumult  and  which  took  place  at  the  birth  of  Christ,  is  sup 
posed  generally  to  have  been  a  census  merely  of  the  population. 
We  learn  from  Josephus,  that  soon  after  the  dethronement  of 
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Archelaus,  about  the  year  A.  D.  6  or  7,  the  Emperor  Augustus 
ordered  a  tax  to  be  levied  on  the  Jews.  The  payment  of  that 
tax  Judas  instigated  the  people  to  resist,  on  the  ground  of  its 
being  a  violation  of  their  allegiance  to  Jehovah  to  pay  tribute  to 
a  foreign  power ;  comp.  Matt.  22, 17.  He  took  up  arms  in  defence 
of  this  principle,  and  organized  a  powerful  opposition  to  the 
Roman  government.  —  /ca/ceti/os,  K.  T.  A.  Josephus  relates  that 
this  rebellion  was  effectually  suppressed,  and  that  many  of  those 
who  had  taken  part  in  it  were  captured  and  crucified  by  the  Ro 
mans.  He  says  nothing  of  the  fate  of  Judas  himself.  Sieo-Kop- 
TrtWryo-av,  were  dispersed,  describes  very  justly  such  a  result  of 
the  ente/prise.  Coponius  was  then  procurator  of  Judea,  and 
Quirinus,  or  Cyrenius  (Luke  2,  2),  was  proconsul  of  Syria. 

V.  38.  *cJ  TO,  vvv,  and  now,  in  the  light  of  such  examples.  — 
eacrare  aurovs,  let  them  alone  ;  not  sc.  a7reA$etv,  suffer  them  to  depart.  — 
e£  avSpuTraiv,  from  men  in  distinction  from  God  (v.  39),  comp  Matt. 
21,  25.  —  fj  fiovXr] ....  TOVTO,  this  plan,  enterprise,  or  (more  correctly) 
work,  since  it  wa<5  already  in  progress.  —  /cara/Vu^o-erai,  will  be 
frustrated,  i.  e.  without  any  interference  on  your  part. 

V.  39.  In  ct ....  eo-rtV  (comp.  ecu/  77  just  before),  the  speaker 
reveals  his  sympathy  with  the  prisoners.  See  on  4,  9.  Without 
declaring  the  truth  to  be  on  their  side,  he  at  least  argues  the 
question  from  that  point  of  view.  —  ^TTOTC  ....  cupe^rc.  Critics 
differ  as  to  the  dependence  of  this  clause.  Some  supply  before 
it  opare  or  an  equivalent  word  (see  Luke  2 1 ,  34)  :  Take  heed  lest 
ye  be  found  (in  the  end)  also  fighting  against  God,  as  well  as  men 
(Grot.  Kuin.  Rob.).  Others  find  the  ellipsis  in  ov  Swao-^e  KaraXva-at 
avrW?,  thus :  Ye  cannot  destroy  them  (more  correct  than  avro)  and 
therefore,  I  say,  should  not  attempt  it,  lest  ye  also,  etc.,  (Bug.  Mey.). 
KCU,  in  both  cases,  includes  naturally  the  idea  both  of  the  impiety 
and  the  futility  of  the  attempt.  De  Wette  assents  to  those  who 
connect  the  words  with  Ida-are  avrovs,  in  the  last  verse.  Tin's  is 
the  simplest  construction,  as  /ArJTrore  follows  appropriately  after 
such  a  verb,  and  the  sense  is  then  complete  without  supplying 
anything.  In  this  case  some  editors  would  put  what  intervenes 
in  brackets ;  but  that  is  incorrect,  inasmuch  as  the  caution  here 
presupposes  the  alternative  in  ct  Se  IK  Seov  eVriv.  —  The  advice  of 
Gamaliel  was  certainly  remarkable,  and  some  of  the  early  'Chris 
tian  fathers  went  so  far  as  to  ascribe  it  to  an  unavowed  attach 
ment  to  the  gospel.  The  supposition  has  no  historical  support ; 
and  there  are  other  motives  which  explain  his  conduct.  Gama 
liel,  as  Neander  remarks,  was  a  man  who  had  discernment 
enough  to  see  that,  if  this  were  a  fanatical  movement,  it  would 
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be  rendered  more  violent  by  opposition ;  that  all  attempts  to  sup 
press  what  is  insignificant  tend  only  to  raise  it  into  more  im 
portance.  On  the  other  hand,  the  manner  in  which  the  apostles 
spoke  and  acted  may  have  produced  some  impression  upon  a 
mind  not  entirely  prejudiced,  and  so  much  the  more,  since  their 
strict  observance  of  the  law,  and  their  hostile  attitude  towards 
Sadduceeism,  must  have  rendered  him  favorably  disposed  towards 
them.  Hence  the  thought  may  have  arisen  in  his  mind  that, 
possibly,  after  all,  there  might  be  something  divine  in  their  cause. 

VERSES  40-42.      The  Apostles  suffer  joyfully  for  Christ,  and  depart 
to  preach  him  anew. 

V.  40.  £7T£tor^crav  avro),  were  persuaded  by  him,  i.  e.  to  spare 
the  lives  of  the  apostles,  whom  they  had  (see  v.  33)  resolved  to 
put  to  death.  They  could  not  object  to  the  views  of  Gamaliel, 
they  were  so  reasonable  ;  they  were  probably  influenced  still 
more  by  his  personal  authority.  Still  their  rage  demanded  some 
satisfaction ;  they  must  punish  the  heretics,  if  they  could  not  slay 
them.  —  Setpai/reg,  having  scourged.  The  instrument  frequently 
used  for  this  purpose  was  a  whip,  or  scourge,  consisting  often 
of  two  lashes  "  knotted  with  bones,  or  heavy  indented  circles 
of  bronze,  or  terminated  by  hooks,  in  which  case  it  was  aptly 
denominated  a  scorpion."  Diet,  of  Antt,  art.  Flagrum.  The 
punishment  was  inflicted  on  the  naked  back  of  the  sufferer  ; 
comp.  1 6,  22.  A  single  blow  would  sometimes  lay  the  flesh  open 
to  the  bones.  Hence,  to  scourge  a  person  (Setpw)  meant  properly 
to  excoriate,  flay  him.  Paul  says  that  he  suffered  this  punish 
ment  five  times  (2  Cor.  14,  24.).  It  is  affecting  to  remember  that 
the  Saviour  was  subjected  to  this  laceration. 

V.  41.  01  JJLW.  The  antithesis  does  not  follow.  —  ow,  illative, 
i.  e.  in  consequence  of  their  release.  —  on,  because,  appends  an 
explanation  of  ^ai/aoi/rcs,  rejoicing,  not  of  the  verb.  —  vrrep  TOV 
6vo/xaro5,  in  behalf  of  the  name,  i.  e.  of  Jesus,  which  is  omitted, 
either  because  it  has  occurred  just  before,  or  more  properly  be 
cause  "  the  name"  was  a  familiar  expression  among  the  disciples, 
and  as  such  required  no  addition  (comp.  3  John  v.  7).  It  is  a 
loss  to  our  religious  dialect  that  the  term  in  this  primitive  sense 
has  fallen  into  disuse.  The  common  text,  indeed,  reads 
after  ovo/xaros,  but  without  sufficient  authority.  — 
aTLfjiaa-^vaL,  —  a  bold  oxymoron,  —  were  accounted  worthy  to  be 
disgraced.  For  an  explanation  of  the  paradox,  see  Luke  16,  15. 
The  verbs  refer  to  different  standards  of  judgment. 

V.  42.     KCLT  OIKOV,  from  house  to  house,  or  at  home,  refers  to  their 
15 
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private  assemblies  in  different  parts  of  the  city  as  distinguished 
from  their  labors  in  the  temple.  Those  who  reject  the  distributive 
sense  in  2,  46,  reject  it  also  here.  —  OVK  erravovro  SiSao-Kovrcs,  ceased 
not  to  teach,  in  defiance  of  the  prohibition  which  blows  as  well 
as  words  had  just  now  enforced  on  them  (v.  40).  The  Greek  in 
such  a  case  employs  a  participle,  not  the  infinitive,  as  the  com 
plement  of  the  verb.  K.  $  310.  4.  f. ;  W.  $  45.  4.  —  evayyeA.i£o//.evoi, 
K.  r.  A..,  announcing  the  glad  tidings  of  the  Christ  (first  as  em 
phatic)  Jesus ;  the  latter  the  subject  here,  the  former  the  pred'- 
cate  (comp.  9,  20.  22).  This  clause  defines  the  preceding  one. 


CHAPTEK  VI. 

VERSES  1-7.     Appointment  of  Alms- Distributers  in  the  Church  at 

Jerusalem. 

V.  1.  Iv  rats  rjfJi€paL<s  ravrat?,  in  these  days.  See  on  1,  15.  We 
may  assign  the  events  in  this  chapter  to  the  year  A.  D.  35.  They 
relate  more  or  less  directly  to  the  histoiy  of  Stephen,  and  must 
have  taken  place  shortly  before  his  death,  which  was  just  before 
Paul's  conversion.  —  ir\r}9w6vT<ov,  becoming  numerous.  —  TWV  'EXXrj- 
VIO-TOJJ/  should  be  rendered,  not  Greeks  ="EAA?7ves,  but  Hellenists. 
They  were  the  Jewish  members  of  the  church  who  spoke  the 
Greek  language.  The  other  party,  the  Hebrews,  were  the  Pales 
tine  Jews,  who  spoke  the  Syro-Chaldaic,  or  Aramaean.  See 
Win.  Chald.  Gr.  p.  10  sq.  —  Trape^ewpowro,  were  overlooked,  is  im 
perfect,  because  the  neglect  is  charged  as  one  that  was  common. 
—  8ia/covia,  ministration,  distribution  of  alms,  i.  e.  either  of  food  or 
the  money  necessary  to  procure  it.  Olshausen  argues  for  the 
former  from  ry  Ko^/xe/HnJ. 

V.  2.  01  SwSeKa,  the  twelve.  Matthias  must  have  been  one  of 
them,  and  the  validity  of  his  choice  as  an  apostle  is  placed  here, 
beyond  doubt.  See  on  1,  26.  —  TO  77X^09  TWV  paSrjruv,  the  multi 
tude,  mass,  of  the  disciples.  It  has  been  objected,  that  they  had 
become  too  numerous  at  this  time  to  assemble  in  one  place.  It 
is  to  be  recollected,  as  De  Wette  suggests,  that  many  of  those 
who  had  been  converted  were  foreign  Jews,  and  had  left  the  city 
ere  this. —  ^a?  KaraXet^avra?,  K.  T.  X.,  that  we,  forsaking  the  word 
of  God,  etc.  It  is  not  certain,  from  the  narrative,  to  what  extent 
this  labor  of  providing  for  the  poor  had  been  performed  by  the 
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apostles.  The  folio-wing  remarks  of  Rothe  present  a  reasonable 
view  of  that  question.  "  The  apostles,  at  first,  appear  to  have 
applied  themselves  to  this  business  ;  and  to  have  expended  per 
sonally  the  common  funds  of  the  church.  Yet,  occupied  as  they 
were  with  so  many  other  more  important  objects,  they  could  have 
exercised  only  a  general  oversight  in  the  case,  and  must  have 
committed  the  details  of  the  matter  to  others.  Particular  indi 
viduals  may  not  have  been  appointed  for  this  purpose  at  the 
beginning ;  and  the  business  may  have  been  conducted  in  an 
informal  manner,  without  any  strict  supervision  or  immediate 
direction  on  the  part  of  the  apostles.  Under  such  circumstances, 
especially  as  the  number  of  believers  was  increasing  every  day, 
it  could  easily  happen  that  some  of  the  needy  were  overlooked ; 
and  it  is  not  surprising  that  the  Hellenistic  Christians  had  occa 
sion  to  complain  of  the  neglect  of  the  widows  and  other  poor 
among  them."1  The  complaint,  therefore,  implied  no  censure  of 
the  apostles,  but  was  brought  naturally  to  them,  both  on  account 
of  their  position  in  the  church,  and  the  general  relation  sustained 
by  them  to  the  system  under  which  the  grievance  had  aris-en. — 
SiaKomi/  Tpa7re'£ai9,  to  serve  tables,  provide  for  them,  comp.  Luke  4, 
39 ;  8,  3.  Some  render  the  noun  money-tables,  counters,  as  in 
John  2,  15;  but  the  verb  connected  with  it  here  forbids  that 
sense.  The  noun  is  plural,  because  several  tables  were  support 
ed.  "  Locutio  indignitatem  aliquam  exprimit ;  antitheton  minis- 
terium  verbi"  (Bng.). 

V.  3.  €7rto-K€i//a<r£e,  K.  T.  A.,  look  ye  out,  etc.  The  selection 
therefore,  was  made  by  the  body  of  the  church ;  the  apostles 
confirmed  the  choice,  as  we  see  from  Karao-TT/o-o/xev,  we  witt  ap 
point,  and  from  the  consecration  in  v.  6.  Karao-r?^^^  (T.  R.),  we 
may  appoint  (E.  V.),  is  a  spurious  form. —  /jtaprvpo^/xevov?,  testified 
to,  of  good  repute,  see  10,  22  and  16,  2. — xP€t'as>  business,  lit.  an 
affair  which  is  held  to  be  necessary. 

V.  4.  TTJ  Trpoo-evxfi,  the  (service  of)  prayer.  The  article  points 
out  the  importance  of  the  duty  (1,  14).  Prayer,  evidently  in  this 
connection  for  the  success  of  the  word,  is  recognized  as  their 
legitimate  work,  as  much  as  preaching.  —  Trpoo-Kapre/^o-o/xev,  we 
witt  give  ourselves.  This  remark  does  not  imply  that  they  had 
been  diverted  already  from  their  proper  work,  but  that  they 
wished  to  guard  against  that  in  future,  by  committing  this  care 
to  others.  They  now  saw  that  it  required  more  attention  than 
they  had  bestowed  upon  it. 

1  Die  Anfange  der  Christlichen  Kirche  und  ihrer  Verfassung,  p.  164. 
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V.  5.  avSpa,  K.  T.  X.,  a  man  full  of  faith  and  of  the  Holy  Spirit. 
We  may  retain  dyiov,  but  the  word  is  uncertain.  The  same 
terms  describe  the  character  of  Barnabas  in  11,  24.  —  Of  Philip, 
we  read  again  in  8,  8  sq.  ;  21,  8.  The  others  are  not  known 
out  of  this  passage.  That  Nicolaus  was  the  founder  of  the 
sect  mentioned  in  Rev.  2,  6,  is  a  conjecture  without  proof. 
Many  have  supposed  that  the  entire  seven  were  chosen  from  the 
aggrieved  party.  Gieseler  thinks  that  three  of  them  may  have 
been  Hebrews,  three  Hellenists,  and  one  a  proselyte.  Ch.  Hist. 
$  25.  Their  Greek  names  decide  nothing  ;  see  on  1,  23.  The 
distributers  would  be  taken  naturally  from  both  sides,  but  in 
what  proportion  we  cannot  tell.  It  would  depend  on  their  per 
sonal  traits,  after  all,  more  than  on  their  nationality,  whether  they 
were  able  to  satisfy  the  disaffected.  —  Luke  does  not  term  the 
men  SICIKOVOI,  though  we  have  an  approach  to  that  appellation  in 
v.  2.  In  21,  8,  they  are  called  the  Seven.  Some  of  the  ancient 
writers  regarded  them  as  the  first  deacons  ;  others,  as  entirely  dis 
tinct  from  them.  The  general  opinion  at  present  is,  that  this 
order  arose  from  the  institution  of  the  Seven,  but  by  a  gradual 
extension  of  the  sphere  of  duty  at  first  assigned  to  them. 

V.  6.  tTriSrjKav,  viz.  the  apostles.  The  nature  of  the  act  dic 
tates  this  change  of  the  subject.  The  imposition  of  hands,  as 
practised  in  appointing  persons  to  an  office,  was  a  symbol  of  the 
impartation  of  the  gifts  and  graces  which  they  needed  to  qualify 
them  for  the  office.  It  was  of  the  nature  of  a  prayer  that  God 
would  bestow  the  necessary  gifts,  rather  than  a  pledge  that  they 
were  actually  conferred. 

V.  7.  The  prosperity  related  here  is  a  proof  that  harmony  had 
been  restored,  and  that  the  prayers  and  labors  of  the  apostles 
had  suffered  no  interruption.  —  6  Xoyos,  K.  r.  A.,  the  word  of  God 
grew,  spread  and  strengthened  itself  as  a  system  of  belief  or 
doctrine.  The  next  clause  repeats  the  idea  concretely  by  stating 
how  rapidly  the  recipients  of  this  faith  were  multiplied.  See 
note  on  12,  24.  —  TroXv's  re,  K.  T.  X.,  and  a  great  multitude  of  priests. 
According  to  Ez.  2,  36-38,  the  priests  amounted  to  4,289  at  the 
time  of  the  return  from  Babylon.  They  must  have  been  still 
more  numerous  at  this  period.  Such  an  accession  of  such  con 
verts  was  a  signal  event  in  the  early  history  of  the  church.  — 
rg  Trwrret,  the  faith,  faith-system,  i.  e.  the  gospel  ;  comp.  Rom.  1, 
5  ;  Gal.  1,  23,  etc.  This  mode  of  epitomizing  the  plan  of  salva 
tion  confirms  the  Protestant  view  of  it,  in  opposition  to  that  of 
the  Catholics.  See  Rom.  11,  6. 
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VERSES  8-15.    The  Zeal  of  Stephen  and  his  Violent  Apprehension. 

V.  8.  TrArjpT/s  xdpiros,  fidl  of  grace,  i.  e.  by  metonymy,  of  gifts 
not  inherent,  but  conferred  by  divine  favor,  see  v.  3.  This  is  t  In 
correct  word  rather  than  Trwrrews,  which  some  copies  insert  from 
v.  5. — 8wa/A6W9,  power,  efficiency  (1,  8)  which  was  one  of  the  gifts, 
and  as  indicated  by  the  next  words,  included  an  ability  to  work 
miracles.  —  eVoiei  (imperf.)  shows  that  he  repeated  the  miracles. 

V.  9.  rives  ....  Ai/3epri'vwv,  certain  from  the  synagogue  so 
called  of  the  Libertines,  i.  e.  libertini,  freed-men,  viz.  Jews,  or  the 
sons  of  Jews,  who  having  been  slaves  at  Rome,  had  acquired 
their  freedom,  and,  living  now  at  Jerusalem,  maintained  a 
separate  synagogue  of  their  own.  When  Pompey  overran  Ju- 
dea,  about  B.  C.  63,  he  carried  a  vast  number  of  the  Jews  to 
Rome,  where  they  were  sold  into  slavery.  Most  of  these,  or 
their  children,  the  Romans  afterwards  liberated,  as  they  found  it 
inconvenient  to  have  servants  who  were  so  tenacious  of  the  pe 
culiar  rites  of  their  religion.  The  Jews  usually  named  their 
synagogues  from  the  countries  whence  those  who  attended  them 
had  come,  and  hence  Luke  inserts  here  rijs  XryofUnp,  the  so  called, 
in  order  to  reconcile  the  ear  as  it  were  to  this  almost  unheard  of 
designation.  Some  contend  that  Aj/bpr&wr  is  also  a  patrial 
name,  Libertinians,  i.  e.  Jews  from  a  place  named  Liberttim. 
Not  only  has  the  participle  no  apparent  force  in  this  case,  but  the 
existence  of  feuch  a  town  is  altogether  uncertain. — /ecu  Kvpyvaunv, 
K.  T.  X.  The  construction  here  is  doubtful.  The  simplest  view 
is  that  which  repeats  rives  before  each  of  the  genitives  with  the 
implication  that  the  Cyreneans,  Alexandrians,  Cilicians  and 
Asiatics  formed  so  many  distinct  synagogues,  i.  e.  including  the 
Libertines,  five  different  assemblies  in  all  (De  Wet.  Mey.).  The 
Rabbinic  writers  say,  with  some  exaggeration,  no  doubt,  that  Je 
rusalem  contained  four  hundred  and  eighty  synagogues.  ™v 
would  be  proper  before  KvpipWav  and  'AAe£avSpeW,  but  as  they 
refer  to  towns  well  known,  could  be  omitted  as  before  Afywrriw 
in  7,  22  and  ©eoxraAoviKe'ojv  in  20,  4.  —  rw  a-rro  KiAuooc  may 
be  simply =KiXwces,  and  the  article  does  not  arise,  necessarily,  out 
of  a  different  relation  to  rives.  Some  repeat  IK  ri?s  (rvvayojy^s  as  well 
as  rives  before  the  successive  genitives  with  the  same  result,  of 
course,  as  to  the  number  of  synagogues.  It  is  awkward  to  sup 
ply  so  many  words,  and  also  to  shut  up  T?}?  Aeycyievr/s  to  the  first 
clause,  as  we  must  in  that  case,  since  it  is  so  plainly  inappropri 
ate  to  the  other  names.  According  to  others  we  are  to  connect 
KvprjvcuW  /ecu  'AAe&xvSpeW  with  Ai/3epnvu>v,  understanding 
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three  classes  to  constitute  one  synagogue,  and  the  Cilicians  and 
Asiatics  to  constitute  another.  See  W.  $19.  5,  marg.  It  may  be 
objected  to  this,  (though  no  interpretation  is  wholly  unencum 
bered)  that  it  unites  Aeyo/xeVqs  too  closely  (for  the  reason  given 
above)  with  the  second  and  third  noun,  and  also  that  so 
large  a  number  of  foreign  Jews  as  the  populous  cities  referred 
to  would  be  likely  to  send  to  Jerusalem,  could  not  meet  con 
veniently  in  a  single  place  of  worship.  Wieseler,  (Chronologie, 
p.  63)  in  support  of  his  opinion  that  Paul  acquired  his  Roman 
citizenship  (22,  28)  as  libertinus  or  the  descendant  of  a  Zibertinus, 
would  take  KCU  before  Kvp^vcuW  as  explicative,  namely,  to 
wit;  so  that  they  were  all  libertini,  and  belonged  to  one  syna 
gogue.  This  is  extremely  forced  and  arbitrary.  —  Among  the 
Cilicians  who  disputed  with  Stephen  may  have  been  Saul  of 
Tarsus,  see  7,  58.  For  the  extent  of  Asia,  see  on  2,  9. 

V.  10.  ru>  Trvevfjian,  the  Spirit,  see  v.  5.  —  In  <S  eXaXet,  with  which 
he  spake,  the  relative  belongs  in  sense  to  both  nouns,  but  agrees 
with  the  nearest;  comp.  Luke  21,  15.  Stephen  experienced  the 
truth  of  the  promise  recorded  in  that  passage. 

V.  11.  vTrefiaXov,  secretly  instructed,  suborned.  It  was  con 
certed  between  them  what  should  be  said,  and  to  what  point  it 
should  be  directed. — /3Aacr^/i,a,  blasphemous  in  the  judicial  sense, 
which  made  it  a  capital  offence  to  utter  such  words.  Contempt 
of  Moses  and  his  institutions  was  contempt  of  Jehovah,  and 
came  within  the  scope  of  the  law  against  blasphemy  as  laid  down 
in  Deut.  13,  6-10.  It  was  on  this  charge  that  the  Jews  pro 
nounced  the  Saviour  worthy  of  death ;  see  Matt.  26,  60  sq. 

V.  12.  rovs  Trpeo-fivrepovs  Kal  TOVS  ypa/x/Aarets,  the  elders  and  the 
scribes,  i.  e.  those  of  these  classes  who  belonged  to  the  Sanhe 
drim.  The  appeal  was  made  more  especially  to  them,  because, 
in  addition  to  their  influence,  they  were  mostly  Pharisees,  and 
the  present  accusation  was  of  a  nature  to  arouse  especially  the 
spirit  of  that  sect.  Hence  they  take  the  lead  at  this  time,  rather 
than  the  Sadducees.  —  truvr/pTrao-av.  The  subject  here  is  strictly 
rwi<s  (see  v.  9),  but  we  think  of  them  naturally  as  acting  in  con 
cert  with  those  whom  they  had  instigated  to  join  with  them. 

V.  13.  lo-rr/o-av,  placed  before  them,  introduced  (see  4,  7) ; 
others,  set  up,  procured.  —  /xaprvpa?  i/^vSets,  false  ivitnesses.  They 
accused  Stephen  of  having  spoken  contemptuously  of  the  law 
and  the  temple,  and  of  having  blasphemed  Moses  and  God. 
Their  testimony  in  that  form  was  grossly  false.  It  was  opposed 
to  every  thing  which  Stephen  had  said  or  meant.  Yet,  as  Nean- 
der  fmd  others  suggest,  he  had  undoubtedly  taught  that  the 
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Christian  dispensation  was  superior  to  that  of  Moses ;  that  the 
gospel  was  designed  to  supersede  Judaism;  that  the  law  was 
unavailing  as  a  source  of  justification;  that,  henceforth,  true 
worship  would  be  as  acceptable  to  God  in  one  place  as  another. 
In  the  clearness  with  which  Stephen  apprehended  these  ideas, 
he  has  been  justly  called  the  forerunner  of  Paul.  His  accusers 
distorted  his  language  on  these  points,  and  thus  gave  to  their 
charge  the  only  semblance  of  justification  which  it  possessed.  — 
For  av^pojTTos  euros,  see  5,  28.  —  ov  Travcrat,  does  not  cease,  betrays 
the  exaggerating  tone  of  a  "  swift  witness."  —  TOV  roVou  rov  dytov, 
the  Iwly  place,  is  the  temple  (21,  28;  Ps.  24,  3,  etc.),  in  some  part 
of  which  they  were  assembled,  as  appears  from  TOVTOV  in  the 
next  verse. 

V.  14.  Ae'yorros,  K.T.A..  They  impute  to  Stephen  these  words,  as 
authorizing  the  inference  in  v.  13.  —  ovro^this  one,  repeats  'Irjcrovs, 
with  a  tone  of  contempt. —  KaraAuW,  will  destroy,  etc.  It  is  not 
impossible  that  he  had  reminded  them  of  the  predictions  of 
Christ  respecting  the  destruction  of  the  city  and  the  temple.  — 
TOTroV  TOVTOV,  this  place,  because  the  present  session  was  held  in 
some  room  or  court  of  the  temple.  —  Z$r),  customs  required  to  be 
observed,  hence  laws,  as  in  15,  1 ;  21,  21,  etc. — Trape'Sto/cev  may 
apply  to  what  is  written  as  well  as  what  is  oral  (R.  and  P. 
Lex.  s.  v.). 

V.  15.  drevio-avTes  ct?  O.VTOV,  K.  T.  A.  They  were  all  gazing  upon 
him,  as  the  principal  object  of  interest  in  the  assembly,  and  so 
much  the  more  at  that  moment  in  expectation  of  his  reply  to  so 
heinous  a  charge.  The  radiance,  therefore,  which  suddenly 
lighted  up  the  countenance  of  Stephen,  was  remarked  by  every 
one  present.  That  what  they  saw  was  merely  a  natural  expres 
sion  of  the  serenity  which  pervaded  his  mind,  can  hardly  be  sup 
posed.  <I><m  Trpoo-orTTov  dyye'AAov,  as  if  the  face  of  an  angel,  seems 
to  overstate  the  idea,  if  it  be  reduced  to  that ;  for  the  comparison 
is  an  unusual  one,  and  the  Jews  supposed  the  visible  appearance 
of  angels  to  correspond  with  their  superhuman  rank ;  comp.  1, 
10  ;  Matt.  28,  3  ;  Luke  24,  4  ;  Rev.  18,  1,  etc.  The  countenance 
of  Stephen,  like  that  of  Moses  on  his  descent  from  the  mount, 
shone  probably  with  a  preternatural  lustre,  proclaiming  him  a 
true  witness,  a  servant  of  Him  whose  glory  was  so  fitly  sym 
bolized  by  such  a  token.  The  occasion  was  worthy  of  the 
miracle. 
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V 

CHAPTER   VII. 

Discourse  of  Stephen  before  the  Sanhedrim. 

THE  speaker's  main  object  maybe  considered  as  twofold;  — 
first,  to  show  that  the  charge  against  him  rested  on  a  false  view 
of  the  ancient  dispensation,  —  not  on  his  part,  but  on  that  of  his 
accusers ;  and,  secondly,  that  the  Jews,  instead  of  manifesting  a 
true  zeal  for  the  temple  and  the  law  in  their  opposition  to  the 
gospel,  were  again  acting  out  the  unbelieving,  rebellious  spirit 
which  led  their  fathers  so  often  to  resist  the  will  of  God,  and 
reject  his,  greatest  favors.  It  appears  to  me  that  the  latter  was 
the  uppermost  idea  in  Stephen's  mind,  both  because  it  occupies 
so  much  space  in  the  body  of  the  address  (v.  27.  39-44),  and 
because,  near  the  close  of  what  is  said  (v.  51  sq.),  it  is  put 
forward  very  much  as  if  he  regarded  it  as  the  conclusion  at 
which  he  had  been  aiming.  It  may  be  objected,  that  this  view 
renders  the  discourse  aggressive,  criminatory,  in  an  unusual  de 
gree  ;  but  we  are  to  remember  that  Stephen  (see  on  v.  54),  was 
interrupted,  and  but  for  that,  in  all  probabilty,  after  having  ex 
posed  the  guilt  of  his  hearers,  he  would  have  encouraged  them 
to  repent  and  believe  on  the  Saviour  whom  they  had  crucified. 
(Bmg.  has  a  remark  to  the  same  effect.)  Yet  both  parts  of  the 
speech,  as  so  understood,  converge  to  one  point,  viz.,  that  the 
speaker  was  not  guilty  of  maligning  the  ancient  economy  ;  first, 
because  even  under  that  dispensation  the  divine  favor  was  be 
stowed  independently  of  the  law ;  and,  secondly,  because  the 
teachers  of  that  economy  held  up  the  same  view  of  its  spiritual 
nature,  and  encountered  a  similar  opposition. 

In  the  interpretation  of  the  speech,  I  proceed  on  the  principle 
that  most  of  Stephen's  hearers  were  so  well  acquainted  with  his 
peculiar  views,  with  his  arguments  in  support  of  them,  and  his 
mode  of  illustration,  that  they  had  no  occasion  to  be  distinctly 
reminded  of  his  doctrine  at  this  time.  See  the  Note  on  6,  13. 
Hence  Stephen  could  assume  that  the  bearing  of  the  different 
remarks  or  occurrences  brought  forward  in  the  address  would 
suggest  itself  to  the  minds  of  his  judges ;  without  pausing  to 
tell  them  this  means  that,  or  that  means  this,  he  could  leave  them 
to  draw  silently  the  conclusions  which  he  wished  to  establish. 
Stephen  illustrates  his  subject  historically.  That  mode  of  argu- 
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ment  was  well  chosen.  It  enabled  him  to  show  the  Jews  that 
their  own  history,  in  which  they  gloried  so  much,  condemned 
them ;  for  it  taught  the  inefficacy  of  external  rites,  foreshadowed 
a  more  perfect  spiritual  system,  and  warned  them  against  the 
example  of  those  who  resist  the  will  of  God  when  declared  to 
them  by  his  messengers.  Stephen  pursues  the  order  of  time  in 
his  narrative ;  and  it  is  important  to  remark  that  feature  of  the 
discourse,  because  it  explains  two  peculiarities  in  it ;  first,  that 
the  ideas  which  fall  logically  under  the  two  heads  that  have  been 
mentioned  are  intermixed,  instead  of  being  presented  separately ; 
and,  secondly,  that  some  circumstances  are  introduced  which  we 
are  not  to  regard  as  significant,  but  as  serving  merely  to  maintain 
the  connection  of  the  history. 

But  the  address  is  so  discursive  and  complex,  and  the  purport 
of  it  has  been  so  variously  represented,  that  it  is  due  to^the  sub 
ject  to  mention  some  of  the  other  modes  of  analysis  that  have 
been  proposed. 

The  following  is  Neander's  view  of  it.  Stephen's  primary  ob 
ject  was  certainly  apologetical,  but  as  he  forgot  himself  in  the 
subject  with  which  he  was  inspired,  his  apologetic  efforts  relate 
to  the  truths  maintained  by  him,  and  impugned  by  his  adversa 
ries,  rather  than  to  himself.  Hence,  not  satisfied  with  defending, 
he  developed  and  enforced  the  truths  he  had  proclaimed ;  and  at 
the  same  time  reproved  the  Jews  for  their  unbelief  and  their  op 
position  to  the  gospel.  Stephen  first  refutes  the  charges  made 
against  him  of  enmity  against  the  people  of  God,  of  contempt  of 
tlJlir  sacred  institutions,  and  of  blaspheming  Moses.  He  traces 
the  procedure  of  the  divine  providence,  in  guiding  the  people  of 
God  from  the  times  of  their  progenitors ;  he  notices  the  promises 
and  their  progressive  fulfilment  to  the  end  of  all  the  promises,  — 
the  advent  of  the  Messiah,  and  the  work  to  be  accomplished  by 
him.  But  with  this  narrative  he  blends  his  charges  against  the 
Jewish  nation.  He  shows  that  their  ingratitude  and  unbelief 
became  more  flagrant  in  proportion  as  the  promises  were  fulfilled, 
or  given  with  greater  fulness ;  and  their  conduct  in  the  various 
preceding  periods  of  the  development  of  God's  kingdom  was  a 
specimen  of  the  disposition  they  now  evinced  towards  the  publi 
cation  of  the  gospel.1 

According  to  Olshausen,2  the  speaker  recapitulated  the  Jewish 

1  Quoted  from  Ryland's  Translation  of  The  Planting  and  Training  of  the 
Christian  Church. 
8  Commcntar  iiber  das  Xeue  Testament,  Vol.  II.  p.  719. 

16 


122  COMMENTARY.  CHAP.  VII. 

history  at  such  length,  simply  in  order  to  testify  his  regard  for  the 
national  institutions,  to  conciliate  his  hearers,  and  show  indirectly 
that  he  could  not  have  uttered  the  blasphemous  words  imputed  to 
him.  (See  6,  11.)  That  those  addressed  saw  their  own  moral 
image  reflected  so  distinctly  frani  the  narrative  results  from  the 
subject,  not  from  the  speaker's  intentio-n. 

Luger  develops  the  course  of  thought  in  this  way.  Stephen, 
is  accused  of  blaspheming  the  temple  and  the  law.  He  vindi 
cates  himself  by  exhibiting  the  true  significance  of  the  temple 
and  the  law.  The  main  points  are,  first,  that  the  law  is  not  some 
thing  complete  by  itself,  but  was  added  to  the  promise  given  to 
Abraham,  yea,  contains  in  itself  a  new  promise,  by  the  fulfilment 
of  which  the  law  is  first  brought  to  completion.  Secondly,  the 
temple  cannot  be  exclusively  the  holy  place ;  it  is  one  in  a  series 
of  places  which  the  Lord  has  consecrated,  and  by  this  veiy  act 
foreshadowed  that  future  completion  of  the  temple,  to  which 
Solomon  and  the  prophets  point.  Thirdly,  it  being  a  cause  of 
special  offence  to  the  Jews  that  the  Jesus  rejected  by  them 
should  be  represented  as  the  Perfecter  of  the  law  and  the  tem 
ple,  Stephen  showed  that  no  objection  against  him  could  be 
derived  from  that  fact,  since  the  messengers  of  God  had  been 
treated  with  the  like  contempt  at  all  periods.  Fourthly,  these 
three  topics  are  presented,  not  after  each  other,  but  in  each  other. 
The  history  of  Israel  forms  the  thread  of  the  discourse,  but  this 
is  related  in  such  a  manner  that  examples  of  the  different  points 
come  into  view  at  every  step.1 

Baur's  exposition  of  the  plan  has  been  highly  commendftl. 
The  contents  of  the  discourse  divide  themselves  into  two  paral 
lel  parts :  on  the  one  side  are  presented  the  benefits  which  God 
from  the  earliest  times  conferred  on  the  Jewish  nation :  on  the 
other  side  is  exhibited  in  contrast  their  conduct  towards  him. 
Hence  the  main  thought  is  this :  the  greater  and  more  extra 
ordinary  the  favors  which  God  from  the  beginning  bestowed  on 
the  Jews,  the  more  unthankful  and  rebellious  from  the  beginning 
was  the  spirit  which  they  manifested  in  return  ;  so  that  where  a 
perfectly  harmonious  relation  should  have  been  found,  the  great 
est  alienation  appeared.  The  greater  the  effort  which  God  made 
to  elevate  and  draw  the  nation  to  himself,  the  more  the  nation 
turned  away  from  him.  In  presenting  this  view  of  the  Jewish 
character,  the  speaker  defended  indirectly  his  own  cause.  He 


1  Ueber  Zweck,  Inhalt  und  Eigenthiimlichkeit  der  Rede  des  Stephanus.     Von 
Friedrich  Luger.  » 
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was  accused  of  having  spoken  reproachfully,  not  only  against 
the  law,  but  in  particular  against  the  temple.  Hence  the  direc 
tion  which  he  gave  to  the  speech  enabled  him  to  show  that  the 
idolatrous  regard  of  the  Jews  for  the  temple  exemplified  in  the 
highest  degree  that  opposition  between  God  and  themselves, 
which  had  been  so  characteristic  of  them  from  the  first.1 

It  may  be  added,  that  the  peculiar  character  of  the  speech  im 
presses  upon  it  a  seal  of  authenticity,  for  no  one  would  think  of 
framing  a  discourse  of  this  kind  for  such  an  occasion.  Had  it 
been  composed  ideally,  or  after  some  vague  tradition,  it  would 
have  been  thrown  into  a  different  form;  its  relevancy  to  the 
charge  which  called  it  forth  would  have  been  made  more  obvi 
ous.  As  to  the  language  in  which  Stephen  delivered  it,  opinions 
are  divided.  His  disputing  with  the  foreign  Jews  (6,  9)  would 
indicate  that  he  was  a  Hellenist  (comp.  9,  29),  and  in  that  case 
he  spoke  probably  in  Greek.  The  prevalence  of  that  language 
in  Palestine,  and  especially  at  Jerusalem,  would  have  rendered 
it  intelligible  to  such  an  audience.2  The  manner,  too,  in  which 
the  citations  agree  with  the  Septuagint,  favors  this  conclusion. 

VERSES  1-16.    History  of  the  Patriarchs,  or  Age  of  the  Promises. 

V.  1.  Se,  then,  binds  this  verse  to  6,  14.  —  d  .  .  .  .  t\^  Are  then 
these  things  so,  as  the  witnesses  testify  ?  Hence  this  was  the 
question  to  which  Stephen  replied,  and  must  furnish  the  key  to 
his  -answer.  We  must  construe  the  speech  so  as  to  find  in  it  a 
refutation  of  the  charge  in  6,  13.  ci  is  direct  here,  as  in  1,  6. 
apa  =  "  rebus  ita  comparatis,"  under  these  circumstances.  See 
Klotz  ad  Devar.  Vol.  II.  p.  176.  The  question  is  asked  in  view 
of  the  accusation.  The  particle  is  not  to  be  struck  out  of  the 
text,  as  in  some  editions. 

V.  2.  dScX^ot  are  the  spectators,  iraripes  the  members  of  the 
council,  like  our  "civil  fathers;"  comp.  22,  1.  avSpcs  qualifies 
both  nouns;  see  on  1,  16.  The  English  version  makes  three 
distinct  classes,  instead  of  two.  —  6  $eos  TT}S  Sofys,  the  God  of  the 
glory  (TT}?,  because  peculiar  to  him)  =  1133ft  in  the  Old  Testa 
ment,  or  among  the  later  Jews  nrDirn,  i.  e.  the  light,  or  visible 
splendor  amid  which  Jehovah  revealed  himself,  the  symbol, 
therefore,  of  his  presence  (Mey.  De  Wet.  Blmf.).  Compare 
Ex.  25,  22 ;  40,  34  ;  Lev.  9,  6  ;  Ezek.  1,  28  ;  3,  23  ;  Heb.  9,  5,  etc. 

1  Paulus,  Sein  Leben  und  Wirken,  seine  Briefe  und  seine  Lehre,  p.  42. 
*  In  proof  of  this,  see  Hug's  Einleitung  in  das  Neue  Testament,  Vol.  II.  p.  27 
§q.,  fourth  edition  ;  and  the  Biblical  Repository,  1832,  p.  530. 
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points  to  that  sense  here  ;  see  also  v.  55.  Paul  speaks  of 
this  symbol  in  Rom.  9,  4  as  one  of  the  peculiar  distinctions  with 
which  God  honored  the  Hebrew  nation.  Those  miss  the  sense 
who  resolve  the  genitive  into  an  adjective—  ev8o£o?,  the  glorious 
God  (Kuin.  Hmph.).  —  6V™  lv  rfj  MecroTrora/xta,  when  he  was  in 
Mesopotamia;  imperf.  as  often  in  narration.  W.  $  46.  6.  Abraham 
resided  first  in  Ur  of  the  Chaldees  (Gen.  11,  28),  which  lay 
probably  in  the  extreme  north  of  Mesopotamia,  near  the  sources 
of  the  Tigris.  The  Chaldee  branch  of  Peleg's  family,  to  which 
Terah  and  his  sons  belonged,  spread  themselves  originally  in 
that  region.  ]  Xenophon  found  Chaldeans  here  in  his  retreat 
from  Babylonia  with  the  Ten  Thousand.  See  further,  on  v.  4.  — 
ci/  Xappdv.  Charran  =*^n  (Gen.  11,  31),  was  also  in  the  north 
of  Mesopotamia,  but  south  of  Ur.  It  was  the  later  Carrce  of 
the  Greeks  and  Romans,  where  Crassus  was  defeated  and  slain 
by  the  Parthians.  Its  position  tallies  remarkably  with  the  sacred 
narrative.  The  ruins  have  been  identified  a  few  miles  south  of 
Urfa,  on  a  road  from  the  north  to  the  southern  ford  of  the  Euphra 
tes.  It  is  a  perversion  of  the  text  to  suppose  Stephen  so  ignorant 
of  the  geography  here,  as  to  place  Charran  on  the  west  of  the 
Euphrates.  His  meaning  evidently  is  that  Abraham's  call  in  that 
city  was  not  the  first  which  he  received  during  his  residence  in 
Mesopotamia.  We  have  no  account  of  this  first  communication 
to  the  patriarch  in  the  Old  Testament,  but  it  is  implied  distinctly 
in  Gen.  15,  7  and  Neh.  9,  7.  Philo  and  Josephus  relate  the  his 
tory  of  Abraham  in  accordance  with  the  statement  here,  that  he 
was  called  twice, 

V.  3.  eTTrc  Trpos  avrov,  said  unto  him  in  Ur  before  the  migration 
to  Charran.  —  e£eA$e,  K.  T.  \.,  go  forth  from  thy  country,  etc.  This 
is  quoted  from  Gen.  12,  1  sq.,  where  it  appears  as  the  language 
addressed  to  Abraham,  when  God  appeared  to  him  at  Charran. 
But  his  earlier  call  had  the  same  object  precisely  as  the  later; 
and  hence  Stephen  could  employ  the  terms  of  the  second  com 
munication,  in  order  to  characterize  the  import  of  the  first.  —  Stvpo, 
hither,  with  an  imperative  force  ;  the  term  adapted  to  the  speaker's 
position,  like  ravrrjv  in  v.  4.  —  rjv  av,  whichever  (see  on  2,  21)  ;  since 
he  "went  forth  not  knowing  whither  he  goes  "  (Heb.  11,8). 

V.  4.  Tore,  then,  after  this  command.  —  e£eX#wv,  K.  r.  X.,  having 
gone  forth  from  the  land  of  the  Chaldees  ;  which,  therefore,  did 
not  extend  so  far  south  as  to  include  Charran.  It  is  barely  pos- 

1  For  the  ethnography  of  the  subject,  see  KnobePs  Volkertafel  der  Genesis, 
p.  170  sq. 
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sible  that  l£(\9uv  may  reach  forward  to  /xeTomo-ev  (the  change  of 
subject  there  is  against  it),  and  in  that  case  the  second  removal 
would  have  been  a  part  of  the  journey  from  Chaldea.  Compare 
Gen.  11,  31.  The  early  history  of  the  Chaldees  is  too  obscure 
to  allow  us  to  define  the  limits  of  their  territory.  See  Hertz. 
Encyk.  Vol.  II.  p.  617.  —  y»?$  XaAScuW  suggests  a  region  rather 
than  a  city,  and  Ur  (for  which  the  Sept.  renders  "  country "  in 
Gen.  11,  28)  was  probably  the  name  of  a  district  among  the 
steppes  of  northern  Mesopotamia.  Some  would  identify  Ur  with 
the  modern  Urfa,  the  Edcssa  of  the  Greeks ;  but  though  the  name 
(dropping  the  last  syllable)  may  seem  to  favor  that  combination, 
the  surer  etymology  derives  Urfa  (as  a  corruption)  from  the 
Syriac  Urhoi,  and  thus  destroys  all  connection  between  Ur  and 
Urfa.  See  Tuch  (p.  284)  and  Delitzsch  (p.  407)  uber  die  Gen 
esis.  Had  Ur  either  as  a  city  or  region  been  in  Babylonia  as 
some  conjecture,  Charran,  so  far  to  the  west,  would  have  been 
out  of  the  way  in  a  migration  to  Canaan. — //.era  TO  aTroSavclv, 
K.  T.  A..,  after  his  father  was  dead.  According  to  Gen.  11,  32,  Terah 
died  at  Haran,  at  the  age  of  two  hundred  and  five ;  and,  accord 
ing  to  the  usual  inference  drawn  from  Gen.  11,  26,  he  was  only 
seventy  years  old  at  the  birth  of  Abraham ;  so  that  since  Abra 
ham  left  Charran  at  seventy-five  (Gen.  12,  4),  Terah  instead  of 
being  dead  at  that  time,  must  have  lived  (205 — 70-f-75— )  sixty 
years  after  his  son's  departure  from  Charran.  Here  again  some 
writers  insist  that  Stephen  has  shown  a  gross  ignorance  of  the 
patriarchal  history.  But  this  apparent  disagreement  admits  of  a 
ready  solution  if  we  suppose  that  Abraham  was  not  the  oldest 
son,  but  that  Haran,  who  died  before  the  first  migration  of  the 
family  (Gen.  11,  28),  was  sixty  years  older  than  he,  and  that 
Terah,  consequently,  was  one  hundred  and  thirty  years  old  at  the 
birth  of  Abraham  (130-f-7 5=205).  The  relation  of  Abraham  to 
the  Hebrew  history  would  account  for  his  being  named  first  in 
the  genealogy.  We  have  other  instances  entirely  parallel  to 
this.  Thus,  in  Gen.  5,  32,  and  elsewhere,  Japheth  is  mentioned 
last  among  the  sons  of  Noah ;  but,  according  to  Gen.  9,  24  and 
10,  21,  he  was  the  oldest  of  them.  Lightfoot  has  shown  that 
even  some  of  the  Jewish  writers,  who  can  be  suspected  of  no 
desire  to  reconcile  Stephen  with  the  Old  Testament,  concede 
that  Abraham  was  the  youngest  son  of  Terah.  The  learned 
Usher  founds  his  system  of  chronology  on  this  view.  The  other 
explanations  are  less  probable.  It  appears  that  there  was  a 
tradition  among  some  of  the  Jews  that  Terah  relapsed  into 
idolatry  during  the  abode  at  Haran,  and  that  Abraham  left  him 
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on  that  account,  i.  e.  as  the  Talmudists  express  it,  after  his  spirit 
ual  death.  Kuinoel,  Olshausen,  and  others,  think  that  Stephen 
may  have  used  ano^ai/civ  in  that  sense ;  so  that  the  notice  of 
Terah's  natural  death  in  Gen.  11,  32  would  be  proleptic,  i.  e.  in 
advance  of  the  exact  order  of  the  history.  The  tradition  of 
Terah's  relapse  into  idolatry  may  have  been  well  founded.  Ben- 
gel  offers  this  suggestion :  "  Abram,  dum  Thara  vixit  in  Haran, 
domum  quodammodo  paternam  habuit  in  Haran,  in  terra  Canaan 
duntaxat  peregrinum  agens ;  mortuo  autem  patre,  plane  in  terra 
Canaan  domum  unice  habere  coepit."  The  Samaritan  Codex 
reads  one  hundred  and  forty-five  in  Gen.  11,  32,  which  would 
remove  the  difficulty,  had  it  not  been  altered  probably  for  that 
very  purpose.  The  Samaritan  text  has  no  critical  authority  when 
opposed  to  the  Masoretic. 1  —  /XCTWKWTCV,  sc.  $eo5,  caused  him  to  re 
move,  to  migrate  by  a  renewed  command,  see  Gen.  12,  1  sq.  —  eis 
fy,  into  which,  because  /caroi/care  implies  an  antecedent  motion.  — 
v/xei5,  you,  instead  of  ^jaeis,  we ;  because  as  a  foreign  Jew  Stephen 
excludes  himself. 

V.  5.  /ecu  OVK  ....«/  avrfj,  and  he  gave  to  him  (during  his  life) 
no  inheritance  in  it,  no  actual  possession,  but  a  promise  only  that 
his  posterity  should  occupy  it  at  some  future  period.  It  is  not  at 
variance  with  this  that  he  subsequently  purchased  the  field  of 
Ephron  as  a  burial-place  (Gen.  23,  3  sq.);  for  he  acquired  no 
right  of  settlement  by  that  purchase,  but  permission  merely  to 
bury  "  his  dead,"  which  he  sought  as  a  favor  because  he  was  "  a 
stranger  and  a  sojourner"  in  the  land.  Lest  the  passage  should 
seem  to  conflict  with  that  transaction,  some  (Kuin.  Olsh.)  would 
render  OVK  as  ovn-w,  not  yet,  and  ISwxev  as  pluperfect.  De  Wette 
agrees  with  Meyer  in  restricting  the  remark  to  the  period  of 
Abraham's  first  arrival  in  Canaan.  He  purchased  the  field  of 
Ephron  near  the  close  of  his  life.  —  ovSe  ftrj^a  TroSos,  not  even  a 
foot-breadth,  a  single  foot,  comp.  Deut.  2,  5.  —  auroJ  ....  aunjv, 
ihat  he  would  give  it  to  him  for  a  possession,  not  necessarily  in  his 
rwn  person,  but  in  that  of  his  descendants.  The  country  might 
0e  said  to  be  Abraham's  in  prospect  of  that  reversion.  So  in 
Gen.  46,  4,  God  says  to  Jacob  on  his  descent  into  Egypt:  "  I  will 
oring  thee  up  again,"  i.  e.  him  in  his  posterity.  Others  under 
stand  Kardcrxeo-Lv  of  Abraham's  own  residence  in  the  land  of 
promise. — OVK  ovros  avro>  rc/a/ov,  when  he  had  no  child.  This  clause 
as  weU  as  the  general  connection,  recalls  to  mind  the  strength  of 
Abraham's  faith.  It  was  in  that  way  that  he  pleased  God  and 

1  See  Gesenius  de  Pentateuch!  Samaritan!  Origine,  Indole,  et  Auctoritate. 
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obtained  the  promise,  and  not  by  legal  observances ;  for  circum 
cision  had  not  yet  been  instituted,  or  the  law  given.  Paul  reasons 
in  that  manner  from  Abraham's  history,  both  in  Rom.  4,  9  sq.  and 
in  Gal.  3,  17  sq.  Stephen  may  have  expanded  his  speech  at  this 
point  so  as  to  have  presented  distinctly  the  same  conclusion  ;  or, 
as  remarked  in  the  first  analysis,  most  of  his  hearers  may  have 
been  so  familiar  with  the  Christian  doctrine  on  the  subject,  that 
they  perceived  at  once  that  import  of  his  allusions. 

V.  6.  The  speaker  quotes  here  the  passage  to  which  he  had 
merely  alluded.  —  8c,  now,  subjoins  this  fuller  account  of  the 
promise;  not  but,  although  he  was  childless  (Mey.,  taken  back 
in  his  last  ed.).  —  ovrws,  thus,  to  this  effect,  viz.  in  Gen.  15,  13-16. 
—  eorat,  shall  be ;  not  should  (E.  V.).  The  citation  mingles  the  in 
direct  form  with  the  direct.  — 8ovA.w<rovo-iv,  strangers  shall  enslave,  sc. 
oAAorpiot  as  the  subject,  involved  in  lv  yfi  dAAorpta.  See  W.  §  64.  3. 
b. —  err]  rcrpaKoo-ta,  four  hundred  years,  in  agreement  with  Gen.  15, 
13 ;  but  both  there  and  here  a  round  number,  since  in  Ex.  12,  40 
"the  sojourning  of  Israel  who  dwelt  in  Egypt"  is  said  to  have 
been  four  hundred  and  thirty  years.  But  here  arises  a  chrono 
logical  question,  to  which  it  is  necessary  to  advert.  In  Gal.  3, 
17,  Paul  speaks  of  the  entire  period  from  Abraham's  arrival  in 
Canaan  until  the  giving  of  the  law  as  embracing  only  four  hun 
dred  and  thirty  years ;  a  calculation  which  allows  but  two  hun 
dred  and  fifteen  years  for  the  sojourn  in  Egypt ;  for  Isaac  was 
born  twenty-five  years  after  that  arrival,  was  sixty  years  old  at 
the  birth  of  Jacob,  and  Jacob  was  one  hundred  and  thirty  year* 
old  when  he  went  to  reside  in  Egypt  (430—25+6047130=1215). 
The  Seventy,  in  Ex.  12,  40,  and  Josephus,  in  Antt.  2.  15.  2,  follow 
the  same  computation.  There  are  two  solutions  of  this  difficulty. 
One  is,  that  the  Jews  had  two  ways  of  reckoning  this  period, 
which  were  current  at  the  same  time ;  that  it  is  uncertain  which 
of  them  is  the  correct  one,  and  for  all  practical  purposes  is  wholly 
unimportant,  since,  when  a  speaker  or  writer,  as  in  this  case  of 
Stephen,  adopted  this  mode  or  that,  he  was  understood  not  to 
propound  a  chronological  opinion,  but  merely  to  employ  a  familiar 
designation  for  the  sake  of  definiteness.  The  other  solution  is, 
that  the  four  hundred  and  thirty  years  in  Ex.  12,  40  embrace  the 
period  from  Abraham's  immigration  into  Canaan  until  the  depar 
ture  out  of  Egypt,  and  that  the  sacred  writers  call  this  the  period 
of  sojourn  or  servitude  in  Egypt  a  potion,  i.  e.  from  its  leading 
characteristic. *  They  could  describe  it  in  this  manner  with  so 

1  Baumgarten  in  common  with  others  inclines  to  this  view  in  his  Thcologischer 
Commentar  zum  Pentateuch,  Vol.  I.  p.  190. 
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much  the  more  propriety,  because  even  during  the  rest  of  the 
time  the  condition  of  the  patriarchs  was  that  of  exiles  and  wan 
derers.  The  current  chronology,  Usher's  system,  adopts  215 
as  the  number  of  years  during  which  the  Hebrews  dwelt  in 
Egypt. 

V.  7.  /c/Diva>  eyw,  I  (emphatic  as  one  able  to  punish)  will  judge 
(Hebraistic),  implying  the  execution  of  the  sentence.  —  //.era 
Tavra,  after  these  things,  after  both  so  long  a  time  and  such  events, 
ravra  refers  to  K/atvto,  as  well  as  to  the  other  verbs. — /cat  Xarpeva-ovcn 
' .  .  .  rovrw,  and  shall  worship  me  in  this  place.  This  clause  is  taken 
from  a  different  passage ;  viz.  Ex.  3,  12,  which  records  the  declara 
tion  that  God  would  bring  the  Israelites  where  Moses  then  was. 
But  as  the  words  there  also  relate  to  the  deliverance  from  Egypt, 
Stephen  could  use  them  to  express  more  fully  the  idea  in  Gen. 
15,  16.  In  the  communication  to  Moses,  TOTTW  refers  to  Sinai  or 
Horeb,  but  is  applied  here  very  properly  to  Canaan,  since  the 
worship  in  the  desert  was  a  pledge  of  its  performance  in  the 
promised  land.  Aar/oeuo-ovo-t  may  intimate  that  God  accepted 
their  worship  before  they  had  any  temple  in  which  to  offer  it. 

V.  8  SIO^TJKT/V  Treptro/x^s,  the  covenant  of  circumcision,  i.  e.  the 
one  of  which  circumcision  is  the  sign ;  comp.  o-^/xetov  Trepiro/xijs  in 
Rom.  4,  11.  —  /cat  oura>9,  and  thus,  i.  e.  agreeably  to  the  covenant 
God  gave  the  promised  child,  and  Abraham  observed  the  ap 
pointed  rite.  Such  briefly  were  the  contents  of  the  covenant 
(see  Gen.  17,  2  sq.),  and  eyeWr/o-e  and  Treptere/xe  very  naturally 
recall  them  here,  ovrw?  as  merely  then  (Mey.),  in  lieu  of  8«  or  /cat' 
in  this  speech  elsewhere,  expresses  too  little  in  such  a  place.  — 
ry  rjjjifpa.,  /c.  T.  A.  See  Gen.  21,  4. 

V.  9.  aTre'SovTo,  sold  (5,  8)  into  Egypt,  i.  e.  to  be  carried  thither ; 
thus  concisely  in  Gen.  45,  4  (Heb.  and  Sept.).  —  6  $eos  //er'  avrov, 
God  was  with  him,  though  he  was  exposed  to  such  envy  and 
injustice.  It  was  a  memorable  instance  in  which  the  rejected 
of  men  was  approved  of  God  and  made  the  preserver  of  his 
people ;  see  on  v.  37.  The  analogy  between  Joseph's  history  in 
this  respect  and  that  of  Christ  must  have  forced  itself  on  Ste 
phen's  hearers. 

V.  10.  x^PLV  ^  vo<j>iav,  favor  (with  the  king)  and  wisdom;  both 
the  gifts  of  God,  but  the  latter  helping  in  part  to  secure  the  for 
mer.  Meyer,  contrary  to  his  first  opinion,  understands  x"-PLV  of 
the  divine  favor  towards  Joseph ;  but  the  two  nouns  belong  alike 
to  evavTtbv  <£apa(o,  and  associate  themselves  readily  as  cause  and 
effect.  The  wisdom  was  that  which  Joseph  displayed  as  an  in 
terpreter  of  dreams,  as  the  king's  counsellor  and  minister.  —  rov 
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OIKOV  avrov,  his  house ;  the  palace  of  the  sovereign,  from  which, 
in  the  East,  all  the  acts  of  government  emanate.  In  other 
words,  Joseph  was  raised  to  the  office  of  vizier,  or  prime,  min 
ister. 

V.  12.  For  the  history,  see  Gen.  42,  1  sq.  —  oi/ra,  instead  of 
the  infinitive  after  d/couo-as,  represents  the  plenty  in  Egypt  as  in 
dubitable,  notorious.  K.  $  311.  1.  The  place  of  the  abundance 
was  well  known,  and  eV  Aiyvrrra)  after  the  participle  ( T.  R.)  is  a 
needless  corruption  for  ek  AtyvTrrov,  which  belongs  to  the  next 
verb.  —  c£aTT€(TTei\€  K.  T.  A..,  sent  our  fathers  first,  while  Jacob  him 
self  remained  still  in  Canaan.  See  v.  15. 

V.  13.  uveyvw/3i(r«!fy,  was  recognized  by  his  brethren  (De  Wet 
Mey.),  on  declaring  his  name  to  them;  comp.  Gen.  45,  1.  The 
reflexive  sense,  made  JdmseJf  known  (Rob.),  would  be  excep 
tional,  and  is  not  required  here. — *at  <£avepov  ....  'luxn^,  and  the 
race  of  Joseph  was  made  knmvn  to  Pharaoh,  i.  e.  the  fact  of  their 
pres-ence,  their  arrival.  See  Gen.  45,  16.  It  does  not  mean  that 
the  king  ascertained  now  Joseph's  Hebrew  origin,  for  he  knew 
that  already  (Gen.  41,  12);  nor  that  Joseph's  brethren  were  pre 
sented  to  him.  The  introduction  took  place  at  a  later  period ; 
ee  Gen.  47,  2. 

V.  14.  cv  i^cu?  e/2So//,rJKovTa  Treire,  (consisting)  in  seventy-five 
souh.  For  tv,  see  W.  $  48.  3.  From  so  feeble  a  beginning  the 
Hebrews  soon  grew  to  a  mighty  nation ;  see  v.  17.  Stephen 
would  suggest  to  the  mind  that  contrast.  According  to  Gen.  46, 
27,  Ex.  1  5,  and  Deut.  10,  22,  Jacob's  family  at  this  time  con 
tained  seventy  persons  ;  but  the  Septuagint  has  changed  that 
number  in  the  first  two  passages  to  seventy-five.  In  Gen.  46, 
26,  the  Hebrew  says  that  Jacob's  descendants,  on  his  arrival  in 
Egypt,  were  sixty-six,  and  in  the  next  verse  adds  to  these  Jacob 
himself,  Joseph,  and  his  two  sons,  thus  making  the  number  sev 
enty.  On  the  other  hand,  the  Septuagint  interpolates,  in  v.  27, 
viol  8e  'IoKn)<£  01  ycvd/xevot  avrw  ev  yrj  AlyvTrna  \fru^al  ewta,  and  adding 
these  nine  to  the  sixty-six  in  v.  26  makes  the  number  seventy-five. 
It  is  evident  from  this  interpolation  that  the  Seventy  did  not 
obtain  their  number  by  adding  the  five  sons  of  Ephraim  and 
Manassch  ( 1  Chron.  7,  14-23)  to  the  seventy  persons  mentioned 
in  the  Hebrew  text  That  mode  of  accounting  for  their  compu 
tation  has  frequently  been  assigned.  If  vtot  be  taken  in  its  wider 
sense,  those  sons  and  grandsons  of  Joseph  may  have  been  among 
the  nine  whom  they  added  to  the  sixty-six,  but  it  is  not  known 
how  they  reckoned  the  other  two.  They  may  have  included 
some  of  the  third  generation,  or  have  referred  to  other  sons  of 

17 
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Joseph,  of  whom  we  have  no  account.  But  in  whatever  way 
the  enumeration  arose,  its  existence  in  the  Greek  version  shows 
that  it  was  current  among  the  Jews.  That  it  was  an  erroneous 
one,  is  incapable  of  proof  ;  for  we  do  not  know  on  what  data  it 
was  founded.  At  all  events,  Stephen  could  adapt  himself  to  the 
popular  way  of  speaking  with  entire  truth  as  to  the  idea  which 
he  meant  to  convey;  for  his  object  "was  to  affirm,  not  that  the 
family  of  Jacob,  when  he  went  down  to  Egypt,  consisted  of  just 
seventy-five  persons,  in  distinction  from  seventy-six,  or  seventy, 
or  any  other  precise  number,  but  that  it  was  a  mere  handful  com 
pared  with  the  increase  which  made  them  in  so  short  a  time  "  as 
the  stars  of  heaven  for  multitude  ;  "  see  Deut.  10,  22.  That 
among  those  whom  Joseph  is  said  to  have  called  into  Egypt 
were  some  who  were  already  there,  or  were  born  at  a  subsequent 
period,  agrees  with  Gen.  46,  27  ;  for  it  is  said  that  "  the  sons  of 
Joseph"  were  among  "  the  souls  of  the  house  of  Jacob  that  came 
into  Egypt"  with  him.  That  representation  springs  from  the 
Hebrew  view,  which  regarded  the  descendants  as  existing  al 
ready  in  their  progenitor;  comp.  Gen.  46,  15;  Heb.  7,  9.  10.  It 
is  equivalent  here  to  saying,  that  the  millions  to  which  Israel  had 
grown  on  leaving  Egypt  were  all  comprised  in  some  seventy-five 
persons  at  the  commencement  of  the  residence  there.1 

V.  16.  It  is  mentioned  in  Gen.  50,  13,  that  Jacob  was  buried 
in  Abraham's  sepulchre,  at  Hebron  (see  Gen.  23,  19),  and  in 
Josh.  24,  32,  that  the  bones  of  Joseph  were  laid  in  Jacob's  tomb 
at  Shechem,  or  Sychem  ;  as  to  the  burial  of  Jacob's  other  sons, 
the  Old  Testament  is  silent.  In  this  passage,  therefore,  01 
•^/Aon/  may  be  taken  as  the  subject  of  /xcrere^crav  without 
Such  brevity  was  natural  in  so  rapid  a  sketch,  and  not  obscure 
where  the  hearers  were  so  familiar  with  the  subject  in  hand. 
That  Joseph's  brothers  were  buried  with  him  at  Sychem  rests, 
doubtless,  on  a  well-known  tradition  in  Stephen's  time.  "  Ac 
cording  to  Josephus  (  Antt.  2.  8.  2)  the  sons  of  Jacob  were  buried* 
at  Hebron.  According  to  the  Rabbins  (Light.  Wetst),  the  Isra 
elites  took  the  bones  of  their  fathers  with  them  to  Palestine,  but 
say  nothing  of  Sychem  ;  since,  however,  they  do  not  include  the 
eleven  patriarchs  among  those  who  were  buried  at  Hebron,  they 
probably  regarded  Sychem  as  the  place  of  their  burial."  (DeWet.). 
Jerome,  who  lived  but  a  day's  journey  from  Sychem,  says  that 
the  tombs  of  the  twelve  were  to  be  seen  there  in  his  time.  — 
ev  T<3  fjLvrjpaTi,  K.  r.  \.,  in  the  tomb,  etc.,  presents  a  more  serious  dif- 


See  Hengstenbcrg's  Authentic  des  Pentateuches,  Vol.  II.  p.  357  sq. 
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ficulty.  It  is  clear  from  Gen.  33,  19,  that  Jacob  purchased  the 
family  tomb  at  Sychem,  and  from  Gen.  23,  1  sq.,  that  Abraham 
purchased  the  one  at  Hebron.  On  the  other  hand,  according  to 
the  present  text,  Stephen  appears  to  have  confounded  the  two 
transactions,  representing,  not  Jacob,  but  Abraham,  as  having 
purchased  the  field  at  Sychem.  It  is  difficult  to  resist  the  im 
pression  that  a  single  word  of  the  present  text  is  wrong,  and 
that  we  should  either  omit  'A/fyaa/x  or  exchange  it  for  'laKufl.  — 
wi/^o-aro  without  a  subject  could  be  taken  as  impersonal  :  one  pur- 
chased=was  purchased.  See  W.  $  58.  9.  That  change  would 
free  the  passage  from  its  perplexity.  It  is  true,  manuscripts  con 
cur  in  the  present  reading,  but  this  may  be  an  instance  where 
the  internal  evidence  countervails  the  external.  The  error  lies 
in  a  single  word ;  and  it  is  quite  as  likely,  judging  a  priori,  that 
the  word  producing  the  error  escaped  from  some  early  copyist,  as 
that  so  glaring  an  error  was  committed  by  Stephen ;  for,  as  a 
Jew,  he  had  been  brought  up  to  a  knowledge  of  the  Scriptures, 
had  proved  himself  more  than  a  match  for  the  learned  disputants 
from  the  synagogues  (6,  10),  and  is  said  to  have  been  "  full  of 
the  Holy  Spirit"  (6,  5).  Some  attribute  the  difficulty  to  the  con 
cise,  hurried  style  'of  the  narrative.  Biscoe  states  that  opinion 
in  the  following  terms :  —  "  The  Hebrews,  when  reciting  the  his 
tory  of  their  forefathers  to  their  brethren,  do  it  in  the  briefest 
manner,  because  it  was  a  thing  well  known  to  them.  For 
which  reason  they  made  use  of  frequent  ellipses,  and  gave 
but  hints  to  bring  to  their  remembrance  what  they  aimed  at. 
This  may  be  the  case  here  ;  and  as  nothing  is  more  easy  than  to 
supply  the  words  that  are  wanting,  so,  when  supplied,  the  narra 
tion  is  exactly  agreeable  to  history  delivered  in  the  Old  Testa 
ment  :  'And  were  carried  into  Sychem,  and  were  laid,'  i.  e.  some  of 
them,  Jacob  at  least,  '  in  the  sepulchre  that  Abraham  bought  for 
a  sum  of  money/  and  others  of  them  'in  that  (bought)  from  the 
sons  of  Emmor,  the  father  of  Sychem.'  Here  we  repeat  merely 
/cat  ev  raj  (or  cxa'pcd)  before  -rrapa  TUJV  vtwi/ ;  which  words  were  easily 
understood  and  supplied  by  those  to  whom  Stephen  addr 
himself."  ]  Again,  some  have  deemed  it  sufficient  to  say  that 
Stephen  was  not  an  inspired  teacher,  in  the  strict  sense  of  the 
expression,  and  that,  provided  we  have  a  true  record  of  the  dis 
course  on  the  part  of  Luke,  we  may  admit  an  error  in  the  dis 
course  itself,  without  discrediting  the  acccuracy  of  the  sacred 
writers.  Dr.  Davidson  thinks  that  Luke  must  have  been  aware 

1  The  Acts  of  the  Apostles,  confirmed  from  other  Authors,  p.  395,  ed.  1840. 
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of  the  discrepency,  and  has  exhibited  his  scrupulous  regard  for 
the  truth  by  allowing  it  to  remain,  instead  of  correcting  it.  Cal 
vin  sanctions  a  still  freer  view  :  "  In  nomine  Abrahse  erratum  esse 
palam  est  ;  quare  hie  locus  corrigendus  est."  —  'E/*/xo>p,  sc.  TOV 
os,  Emmor,  the  father  of  Sychem.  See  on  1,  13. 


VERSES   17-46.      The  Age  of  Moses,  or  the  Jews  under  the  Law. 

V.  17.  KO^OJS,  not  when,  but  as,  in  the  degree  that;  hence 
T/yyi^v,  was  approaching.  —  6  ^oovo?,  K.  T.  X.,  the  time  of  the  (fulfil 
ment  of  the)  promise  (v.  7);  see  on  1,  4.  —  Instead  of  w//,oo-ev 
(T.  R..),  siuare,  we  are  to  read  probably  w/xoAdyqo-ev,  declared' 
(Lchm.  Tsch.  Mey.).  —  yvfyo-w  and  C7r\r)$vv$ri  represent  the 
growth  in  power  as  consequent  on  the  increase  of  numbers  ;  not 
a  citation,  but  reminiscence  probably  of  Ex.  1,  7.  20. 

V.  18.  ax/H?  ™>  until;  for  this  signal  prosperity  had  its  limit. 
Though  baffled  in  his  first  scheme,  Pharaoh  tried  other  means 
more  effectual;  see  on  v.  19.  —  os  .  .  .  .  'Iwo-??</>,  who  knew  not  Jo 
seph^  had  no  regard  for  his  memory  or  services  ;  not  was  ignorant 
that  such  a  person  had  lived  (Mey.).  How  could  the  author  of 
such  important  reforms  have  been  forgotten  among  a  people  ad 
dicted  like  the  Egyptians  to  recording  their  national  events  !  It 
has  been  supposed  that  a  new  dynasty  may  have  ascended  the 
throne  at  this  time.  According  to  Sir  J.  G.  Wilkinson,1  this  "  new 
king  "  was  Amosis,  or  Ames,  first  of  the  eighteenth  dynasty,  or 
that  of  the  Diospolitans  from  Thebes.  Some  hold  (e.  g.  Heeren, 
Jost)  that  the  Hyksos  or  shepherd  kings  had  just  been  expelled 
from  Egypt,  and  that  the  oppressor  of  the  Hebrews  was  the  first 
native  prince  who  reigned  after  that  event.  The  present  knowl 
edge  of  Egyptian  history  is  too  imperfect  to  admit  of  any  posi 
tive  conclusion  on  such  a  point.  For  the  later  views  and  lit 
erature,  see  on  Ancient  Egypt  in  Hertz.  Encyk.  Vol.  I.  p.  138  sq. 

V.  19.  KaTcuro^Kra/Aa'os  TO  ya/os  ^/xcor,  treating  subtly  our  race,  see 
Ex.  1,  10  ;  Ps.  115,  25.  His  policy  is  characterized  in  this  man 
ner,  because  his  object,  without  being  avowed,  was  to  compel 
the  Hebrews  to  destroy  their  children,  that  they  might  not  grow 
up  to  experience  the  wretched  fate  of  their  parents.  —  e'/ca/cwo-e, 
K.  T.  A.,  oppressed  our  fathers  in  order  that  they  should  cast  out  their 
infants,  that  these  might  not  be  preserved  alive.  Both  infinitives 
are  telic  ;  the  first  states  the  king's  object  in  the  oppression,  the 
second  the  object  of  the  exposure  on  the  part  of  the  parents.  It 

1  Manners  end  Customs  of  the  Ancient  Egyptians,  Vol.  I.  p.  42  sq.,  2d  ed. 


CHAP.  VII,  19-22.  COMMENTARY.  !33 

was  using  the  parental  instinct  for  destroying  the  child  ;  it  was 
seething  the  kid  in  the  mother's  blood.  For  TOV  Troieu/,  see  on  3, 
2.  The  plan  of  the  Egyptians  failed  ;  for  "  the  more  they  afflicted 
the  Hebrews,  the  more  they  multiplied  and  grew"  (Ex.  1,  12)  ; 
i.  e.  they  spared  their  children,  instead  of  putting  them  to  death, 
and  continued  to  increase.  Pharaoh,  after  this,  took  a  more  di 
rect  course  to  accomplish  his  object ;  he  issued  a  decree  that  all 
the  male  children  of  the  Hebrews  should  be  killed  at  birth,  or 
thrown  into  the  Nile  ;  see  Ex.  1,  16.  22.  The  sense  is  different 
if  we  make  TOV  TTOICIV  ecbatic  :  so  that  they  cast  out  their  infants, 
etc.  According  to  this  view,  the  king's  policy  was  in  part  suc 
cessful;  the  Hebrews  exposed  their  children  of  their  own  accord, 
that  they  might  not  see  them  doomed  to  so  hopeless  a  bondage. 
But  the  infinitive  construction  with  TOV  is  rarely  ecbatic ;  and, 
further,  had  the  Hebrews  destroyed  their  children  as  a  voluntary 
act,  a  subsequent  decree  for  murdering  them  would  have  been  un 
necessary  (Ex.  1, 16.22).  It  is  harsh  to  make  TOV  iroulv  epexegetical : 
oppressed  them  (viz.  by  a  decree)  that  they  must  cast  out,  etc.  It  is 
difficult  with  this  sense  to  see  the  force  of  KaTao-o^io-a/xei/os.  Be 
sides,  the  history  shows  that  the  Egyptians  were  to  execute  the 
inhuman  order  (Ex.  1,  22),  not  the  Hebrews.  The  object  of 
putting  Moses  in  the  ark  was  to  save,  not  destroy  him. 

V.  20.  lv  o>  /caipw,  in  which  time,  viz.  this  season  of  oppression. 
—  tto-retos  TO>  #€<o,  fair  for  God,  i.  e.  in  his  view,  who  judges  truly; 
comp.  TroAis  /AcyaA.7/  TW  $€(3  in  Jon.  3,  3  (Sept.).  It  is  a  form  of  the 
Hebrew  superlative.  W.  $  36.  3 ;  Green's  Gr.  p.  277.  *For  the 
dative,  see  on  5,  34.  Josephus  (Antt.  2.  9.  7)  speaks  of  the  ex 
treme  beauty  of  Moses.  See  also  Heb.  11,  23.  —  TOV  TraT/ao's,  his 
father,  named  Amram  (Ex.  6,  20). 

V.  21.  avroV,  with  the  participle,  is  not  an  accusative  absolute, 
but  depends  on  the  verb,  and  is  then  repeated ;  comp.  Mark  9, 
28.  It  is  changed  in  some  of  the  best  copies  to  avrov.  —  ivei'AaTo, 
took  up,  not  from  the  water  or  the  ark,  but  like  tollere  liberos, 
adopted.  This  use  both  of  the'  Greek  and  the  Latin  word  is  said 
to  have  arisen  from  the  practice  of  infanticide  among  the  an 
cients.  After  the  birth  of  a  child,  the  father  took  it  up  to  his 
bosom,  if  he  meant  to  rear  it ;  otherwise,  it  was  doomed  to  per 
ish. —  cis  vloV,  as  a  son,  appositional  like  b  before  that  which  :i 
person  or  thing  becomes  (W.  $  32.  4.  b.) ;  not  telic,  to  be  a  son 
(Mey.),  since  the  relation  was  an  immediate  one  and  not  pros 
pective  merely. 

V.  22.  eTraiotvSr]  Tracny  crofyla,  was  instructed  in  all  the  wisdom, 
made  familiar  with  it ;  dative  of  the  respect  or  manner.  Tis- 
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chendorf  reads  ev  before  cro^ia.  Some  render  was  trained  by 
the  wisdom  as  the  means  of  culture  ;  dative  of  the  instrument 
(De  Wet.  Mey.).  This  may  be  easier  grammatically,  but  looks 
like  modernizing  the  idea.  The  accusative  would  be  the  ordi 
nary  case  after  this,  passive  (was  taught  the  wisdom)  ;  but  it  could 
be  interchanged  with  the  dative.  See  W.  $  32.  4.  —  Swaros  eV 
Xoyoi?,  mighty  in  words.  In  point  of  mere  fluency,  he  was  infe 
rior  to  Aaron  (Ex.  4,  10),  but  excelled  him  in  the  higher  mental 
attributes  on  which  depends  mainly  the  orator's  power  over  the 
minds  of  others.  His  recorded  speeches  justify  Stephen's  enco 
mium.  —  For  e/ayois,  comp.  v.  36. 

V.  23.  cdrro>,  by  him,  dative  of  the  agent  ;  see  on  5,  9.  —  reo-- 
crapaKovraeTT/s  xpovos,  a  fortieth  annual  time,  i.  e.  when  he  was  forty 
years  old.  See  the  note  on  v.  30.  —  dve/fy  tin  rrjv  Ko.pSiW:==s]?~bs'  fibs, 
see  Jer.  3,  16.  —  e-Trto-Kei/Aao-^at,  K.  T.  X.,  to  visit  his  brethren  in  or 
der  to  show  his  sympathy  for  them  and  minister  to  their  relief. 
The  Hebrews  lived  apart  from  the  Egyptians,  and  Moses  as  a 
member  of  the  royal  family  may  have  had  hitherto  but  little  in 
tercourse  with  his  countrymen. 

V.  24.  dSiKov'juevov,  ivronged,  injured,  viz.  by  blows,  which  the 
Hebrew  was  then  receiving,  as  stated  in  the  history  ;  see  Ex.  2, 
11.  —  eVonyo-ev  (.K^iK^aiv,  wrought  redress,  avenged;  see  Luke  18,  7. 
—  TW  KOLTcnrovovfjievti),  the  one  overpowered,  lit.  exhausted,  worn  out  ; 
implying  a  hard  contest,  and  (the  participle  is  present)  a  rescue 
just  in  time  to  ward  off  the  fatal  blow.  —  Trara^as  TOV  Alyvjmov,  by 
smiting  the  Egyptian  (who  did  the  wrong)  so  as  to  kill  him,  see 
v.  28. 

V.  25.  cvo/At£c,  was  supposing  in  this  interposition,  and  as  the 
reason  for  it.  This  use  of  8e,  for  (E.  V.),  is  one  of  its  metabatic 
offices.  Hart.  Partkl.  Vol.  I.  p.  167.  On  what  ground  Moses  ex 
pected  to  be  known  so  readily,  we  are  not  informed.  He  may 
have  thought  that  his  history,  so  full  of  providential  intimations, 
had  pointed  him  out  to  the  Israelites  as  their  predestined  deliv 
erer.  Stephen  makes  the  remark  evidently  for  the  purpose  of 
reminding  the  Jews  of  their  own  similar  blindness  in  regard  to 
the  mission  of  Christ  ;  comp.  v.  35.  —  SiTWo/,  not  would  give  (E.  V.), 
but  gives  ;  present  either  because  the  event  was  so  near  (see  on 
1,  6),  or  because  the  deliverance  begins  with  this  act  (Mey.). 

V.  26.  <3<£%  appeared,  showed  himself,  with  the  involved  idea, 
perhaps,  that  it  was  unexpected.  —  aurots,  to  them,  i.  e.  two  of  his 
countrymen  (Ex.  2,.  13).  The  expression  is  vague,  because  the 
facts  are  supposed  to  be  familiar.  —  o-wTJXao-ev,  K.  T.  X.,  urged  them 
MJLO  peace,  reconciliation.  —  fyieis  after  eWe  should  be  left  out.  — 
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For  ii/ttTi,  see  on  4,  25.  —  ai'Spes  belongs  to  aScA^oi,  men  related  as 
brethren  are  ye  (comp.  1,  16;  2,  29.  37)  ;  not  =  Kupiot  as  the  nomi 
native  of  address  (E.  V.).  The  relationship  aggravated  the  out 
rage.  It  was  more  unseemly  than  when  the  combatants,  as  on 
the  day  before,  had  been  Hebrew  and  Egyptian.  With  the  same 
appeal  Abraham  says  to  Lot,  "  Let  there  be  no  strife,  I  pray  thee, 
between  thee  and  me,  and  between  my  herdmen  and  thy  herd- 
men  ;  for  we  are  men  brethren"  (Gen.  13,  8  in  Heb.  and  Sept.). 

V.  29.  ev  TU>  Adyu)  rovro),  at  this  tuord,  which  showed  that  his 
attempt  to  conceal  the  murder  had  failed  ;  see  Ex.  2,  12.  His 
flight  was  now  necessary  to  save  his  life  ;  for  "  when  Pharaoh 
heard  this  thing,  he  sought  to  slay  Moses."  —  ev  yfj  Mo&op,  in  the 
land  of  Madiam,  or  Midian.  "  This  would  seem,"  says  Gesenius, 
"  to  have  been  a  tract  of  country  extending  from  the  eastern  shore 
of  the  Elanitic  Gulf  to  the  region  of  Moab  on  the  one  hand,  and 
to  the  vicinity  of  Mount  Sinai  on  the  other.  The  people  here 
were  nomadic  in  their  habits,  and  moved  often  from  place  to 
place."  It  is  common  for  y?j  to  omit  the  article  before  the  name 
of  a  country  ;  see  v.  36  ;  13,  19.  W.  $  19. 

V.  30.  TrArypu^eWwv,  K.  r.  A.,  forty  years  having  been  completed. 
Stephen  follows  the  tradition.  It  was  said  that  Moses  lived  forty 
years  in  Pharaoh's  palace,  dwelt  forty  years  in  Midian,  and  gov 
erned  Israel  forty  years.  That  he  was  one  hundred  and  twenty 
years  old  at  the  time  of  his  death,  we  read  in  Dent.  34,  7.  — 
eV  TV}  epTftuu  ....  Siva,  in  the  desert  of  the  mount  Sinai,  in  the  des 
ert  where  this  mount  was  situated.  According  to  Ex.  3,  1,  this 
appearance  of  the  angel  took  place  at  Horeb.  Both  names  are 
given  in  the  Pentateuch  to  the  same  locality.  Of  this  usage  the 
common  explanation  has  been,  that  Sinai  designated  a  range  of 
mountains,  among  which  Horeb  was  the  particular  one  from 
which  the  law  was  given.  Dr.  Robinson  assigns  reasons  for 
thinking  that  Horeb  was  the  general  name,  and  Sinai  the  spe 
cific  one.  See  his  Bibl.  Res.  Vol.  I.  p.  120,  ed.  1856.  Heng- 
stenberg,  Winer,  Ewald,  and  others,  reject  the  old  opinion.  —  ev 
<£Aoyt  Trupos  fidrov,  in  the  fiery  flame  of  a  bush.  —  Trvpos  supplies  the 
place  of  an  adjective  ;  comp.  9,  15  ;  2  Thess.  1,  8.  W.  $  34.  3.  b  ; 
S.  $  117.  6. 

V.  31.  Karavoi)crat,  to  observe,  contemplate  viz.  the  vision  (see 
v.  32)  ;  not  to  understand,  learn  the  cause,  which  would  be  unsuit 
able  in  the  next  verse.  —  <£un^  Kvptov,  the  voice  of  the  Lord.  It 
will  be  seen  that  the  angel  of  Jehovah  in  v:  30  (comp.  Ex.  3,  2) 
is  here  called  Jehovah  himself.  Examples  of  a  similar  transition 
from  the  one  name  to  the  other  occur  often  in  the  Old  Testament. 
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It  has  been  argued  from  this  usage,  as  well  as  on  other  grounds, 
that  the  Revealer,  under  the  ancient  dispensation,  was  identical 
with  the  Revealer  or  Logos  of  the  new  dispensation.1 

V.  32.  t'ytu  6  £eo'?,  K.  T.  X  In  this  way  Jehovah  declares  him 
self  to  be  the  true  God,  in  opposition  to  the  idols  of  the  heathen, 
and  especially  the  author  of  those  promises  to  the  patriarchs 
which  were  now  on  the  eve  of  being  fulfilled.  —  OVK  erdA./*a  Kara- 
vo-IJo-ai,  sc.  TO  opa/xa.  In  Ex.  3,  6,  it  is  said  further,  that  "  Moses 
hid  his  face ; "  an  act  prompted  by  his  sense  of  the  holiness  of 
Him  in  whose  presence  he  stood;  comp.  1  Kings  19,  13. 

V.  33.  \varov,  K.  r.  X.,  loose  the  sandal  of  thy  feet.  v-n-oSrj^a  is  a 
distributive  singular,  for  the  plural.  W.  $  27.  1.  It  was  a  mark 
of  reverence  in  the  East  to  take  off  the  shoes  or  sandals  in  the 
presence  of  a  superior,  so  as  not  to  approach  him  with  the  dust 
which  would  otherwise  cleave  to  the  feet.  On  this  principle  the 
Jewish  priests  officiated  barefoot  in  the  tabernacle  and  the  tem 
ple.  Hence,  too,  none  enter  the  Turkish  mosques  at  present, 
except  with  naked  feet,  or,  in  the  case  of  foreigners,  with  slip 
pers  worn  for  the  occasion.  —  In  yfj  dyia  eo-riv,  Luger  finds  a 
special  reference  to  w.  30.  32.  The  God  of  Abraham,  Isaac,  and 
Jacob  was  present,  and  where  he  appears  the  place  is  holy, 
though  it  be  in  the  wilderness. 

V.  34.  i8o>i/  eTSov  =  "^W  ftSfc'n,  Truly  I  saw;  and  so  in  the  fol 
lowing  verbs  the  tense  is  aorist :  I  heard  when  they  groaned  and 
came  cjpivn  (not  am  come)  when  I  saw  and  heard.  In  Hebrew 
the  infinitive  absolute  before  a  finite  verb  denotes  the  reality  of 
the  act,  or  an  effect  of  it  in  the  highest  degree ;  after  the  verb,  it 
denotes  a  continuance  or  repetition  of  the  act.  See  Gesen.  Heb. 
Gr.  $128.  3  ;  W.  $  45.  8.  The  easier  Greek  construction  for  this 
idiom  is  that  noticed  on  4,  17.  For  cbroo-reXw  (T.  R.),  read  aTroo- 
retXw  (Tsch.  Mey.),  but  with  a  future  sense.  See  W.  $  13.  1. 

V.  35.  TOVTOV  is  here  emphatic.  OVTOS  introduces  the  next  three 
verses  with  the  same  effect.  —  ripyrjo-avTo,  denied.  The  verb  is 
plural,  because,  though  the  rejection  was  one  person's  act  (v.  27), 
it  revealed  the  spirit  of  the  nation.  —  ap^ovra  /cat  Xwpamjv,  as  a 
ruler  and  redeemer;  comp.  5,  31.  Stephen  selects  the  words 
evidently  with  reference  to  the  parallel  which  he  would  institute 

1  The  subject  is  an  interesting  one ;  but  does  not  fall  properly  within  our  pres 
ent  limits.  The  reader  will  find  it  discussed  in  Smith's  Scripture  Testimony  to 
the  Messiah,  Vol.  I.  p.  482  sq.,  and  in  Hengstenberg's  Christology,  Vol.  I.  p. 
165  sq.  Valuable  supplementary  matter  (for  the  object  is  to  deal  only  with  the 
later  objections)  will  be  found  in  Kurtz's  article,  "Der  Engel  des  Herrn,"  in 
Tholuck's  Litterarischer  Anzeiger,  1846,  Nos.  11-14,  and  inserted  for  substance, 
in  the  author's  Geschichte  des  alten  Bundes,  Vol.  I.  pp.  121-126. 
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between  Moses  and  Christ.  —  Iv  X«/H  stands  for  "PS,  by  the  hand, 
agency  (corap.  Gal.  3,  19),  since  it  was  through  the  angel  in  the 
bush  that  God  called  Moses  to  deliver  his  people.  Tischendorf 
reads  <rvv  x^pi  (unusual  but  well  supported),  with  the  hand,  i.  e. 
attended  by  the  angel's  aid  and  power,  an  adjunct  of  TOVTOV 
rather  than  the  verb.  — rf}  /3aru>  is  feminine  here  and  in  Luke  20, 
37,  but  masculine  in  Mark  12,  26. 

V.  36.  e£rjyay€v  avrovs,  led  them  forth  out  of  Egypt.  Hence  we 
cannot  render  Troojo-a?,  after  he  had  shown,  performed  (E.  V.),  be 
cause  the  miracles  in  the  desert  were  not  antecedent  to  the 
exodus.  The  participle  expresses  here  an  accompanying  act 
of  e£r/yayei/,  performing  (Vulg.,  faciens)  ;  since  the  leading  forth 
formed  a  general  epoch  with  which  the  associated  events, 
whether  historically  prior  or  subsequent,  could  be  viewed  as  coin 
cident  in  point  of  time.  On  the  force  of  the  participle  in  such  a 
case,  see  on  21,  7.  —  For  the  difference  between  repara  and  <n?/Actd, 
see  on  2,  22.  Lachmann  inserts  rfj  before  yfj,  but  on  slight  evi 
dence. —  AtyuVro)  is  more  correct  than  Aiyurrrou  (T.  R.). 

V.  37.  Trpo^Ttjv,  K.  T.  A..  For  the  explanation  of  this  prophecy, 
see  on  3,  22.  No  one  can  doubt  that  Stephen  regarded  Christ 
as  the  prophet  announced  by  Moses  ;  yet,  it  will  be  observed,  he 
leaves  that  unsaid,  and  relies  on  the  intelligence  of  his  hearers 
to  infer  his  meaning.  Here  is  a  clear  instance  in  which  the 
speech  adjusts  itself  to  those  suppressed  relations  of  the  subject, 
on  which,  as  I  suppose,  its  adaptation  to  the  occasion  so  largely 
depended.  By  quoting  this  prediction  of  Moses,  Stephen  tells 
the  Jews  in  effect  that  it  was  they  who  were  treating  the  law 
giver  with  contempt ;  for  while  they  made  such  pretensions  to 
respect  for  his  authority,  they  refused  to  acknowledge  the  prophet 
whom  he  foretold,  and  had  commanded  them  to  obey.  — 
before  and  ^//.cov  after  $eos  ( T.  E,.)  are  doubtful.  —  avrov  d/c 
him  shall  ye  hear,  was  inserted  probably  from  3,  22  (Lchm.  Tsch. 
Mey.). 

V.  38.  6  yevo/xevo?  ....  TUJV  Trarepwv  ^MUW,  who  was  (lit.  became, 
entered  into  connection)  with  the  angel  and  with  our  fathers.  The 
meaning  is,  that  he  brought  the  parties  into  association  with 
each  other,  acted  as  mediator  between  God  and  the  people  ; 
see  Gal.  3,  19.  This  fact  is  mentioned  to  show  how  exalted  a 
service  Moses  performed,  in  contrast  with  the  indignity  which  lie 
experienced  at  the  hands  of  his  countrymen.  He  was  a  type, 
Stephen  would  say,  of  the  Jesus  despised,  crucified  by  those 
whom  he  would  reconcile  unto  God.  —  ev  rfj  IKKX-TJO-UI,  in  ih,e  con 
gregation,  i.  e.  of  the  Hebrews  assembled  at  Sinai  at  the  time  pf* 
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the  promulgation  of  the  law.  So  all  the  best  critics  and  the 
older  E.  versions  (Tynd.  Cran.  Gen.  Rhem.)  translate  this  word. 
It  is  evident  that  eKKArjo-ia  here  affords  no  countenance  to  the  idea 
that  the  Hebrew  nation  as  such  constituted  the  church  under  the 
ancient  economy.  —  £a>n-a  characterizes  Adyia  with  reference,  not 
to  their  effect  (comp.  Rom.  8,  3;  Gal.  3,  21),  but  their  nature  or 
design :  life-giving  oracles,  commands  ;  comp.  Rom.  7,  12.  The 
inadequacy  of  the  law  to  impart  life  does  not  arise  from  any  in 
herent  defect  in  the  law  itself,  but  from  the  corruption  of  human 
nature. 

V.  39.  eVrpac^o-ai/  .  .  .  .  £is  Aiywrrov,  turned  with  their  hearts 
unto  Egypt,  i.  e.  longed  for  its  idolatrous  worship,  and  for  the  sake 
of  it  deserted  that  of  Jehovah  (Calv.  Kuin.  De  Wet.  Mey.). 
The  next  words  are  epexegetical,  and  require  this  explanation. 
Some  have  understood  it  of  their  wishing  to  return  to  Egypt ; 
but  that  sense,  though  it  could  be  expressed  by  the  language,  not 
only  disregards  the  context,  but  is  opposed  to  Ex.  32,  4  and  Neh. 
9,  1 8.  The  Jews  are  there  represented  as  worshipping  the  golden 
calf  for  having  brought  them  out  of  Egypt,  and  not  as  a  means 
of  enabling  them  to  return  thither. 

V.  40.  Stovs,  01  TrpoTTopevo-orrat  ^/xcov,  gods  who  shall  go  before  us, 
to  wit,  as  guides,  protectors.  Tin's  is  a  literal  translation  from 
Ex.  32,  1.  The  plural  is  best  explained  as  that  of  the  pluralis 
excellentia,  since  Aaron  made  but  one  image  in  compliance  with 
this  demand  of  the  people  (called  3eoi,  D^K  in  Ex.  32,  8),  and 
since  the  Hebrews  would  naturally  enough  transfer  the  name  of 
the  true  God  to  the  object  of  their  idolatrous  worship.  De  Wette 
hesitates  between  this  view  and  that  of  $eovs  as  abstract,  deity, 
divine  power.  The  latter  is  better  perhaps  than  Meyer's  categor 
ical  plural :  gods  such  as  the  calf  represented.  —  6  yap,  K.  r.  X..,for 
as  to  this  Moses  who  ledusfotth,  etc.  OVTOS  is  contemptuous,  like 
iste.  The  nominative  absolute  strengthens  the  sarcasm.  W.  $ 
29.  1.  yap  alleges  the  disappearance  of  Moses  as  a  reason  why 
they  should  change  their  worship ;  possibly,  because  it  freed 
them  from  his  opposition  to  their  desires,  but  more  probably 
because,  whether  he  had  deserted  them  or  had  perished,  it 
showed  that  the  God  whom  he  professed  to  serve  was  unworthy 
of  their  confidence. 

V.  41.  e/AocrxoTrofyo-av  is  elsewhere  unknown  to  the  extant  Greek. 
They  selected  the  figure  of  a  calf,  or  more  correctly  bullock,  as 
their  idol,  in  imitation,  no  doubt,  of  the  Egyptians,  who  worship 
ped  an  ox  at  Memphis,  called  Apis,  and  another  at  Heliopolis, 
called  Mnevis.  Win.  Realw.  L  p.  644 ;  Hertz.  Encyk.  Vol.  VII. 
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p.  214.  Mummies  of  the  animals  so  worshipped  aie  often  found 
in  the  catacombs  of  Egypt.  —  f.v^pa.ivovro,  rejoiced,  made  merry, 
refers  doubtless  to  the  festive  celebration  mentioned  in  Ex.  32,  6. 

—  rots  Ipyots  is  plural,  because  the  idol  was  the  product  of  their 
joint  labors.     Meyer  supposes  it  to  include  the  various  imple 
ments  of  sacrifice,  in  addition  to  the  image  ;  (in  his  last  edition  : 
works  such  as  this.) 

V.  42.  Icrrpei^e,  turned  aivay,  withdrew  his  favor.  —  TrapeSooKev, 
gave  up  (Horn.  1,  24),  =  eiaa-€  in  14,  16  ;  he  laid  for  the  present  no 
check  upon  their  inclinations.  In  consequence  of  this  desertion 
they  sunk  into  still  grosser  idolatry.  —  rrj  orparta  rou  ovpavov,  the 
host  of  heaven,  i.  e.  the  sun,  moon,  and  stars.  This  form  of  wor 
ship  is  called  Sabaism,  from  xns,  as  applied  to  the  heavenly 
bodies.  —  lv  /3//3A.o>  roiv  Trpo^rjrCjv,  in  the  book  of  the  prophets,  i.  e. 
the  twelve  minor  prophets,  whom  the  Jews  reckoned  as  one  col 
lection.  The  passage  is  Amos  5,  25-27.  —  ^  a-^dyia,  K.  r.  X. 
This  sign  of  a  question  requires  a  negative  answer,  and  that  an 
swer  is  to  be  understood  in  a  relative  sense.  See  W.  §  57.  3. 
Did  ye  offer  unto  me  sacrifices  and  offerings  ?  i.  e.  exclusively.  The 
reply  is  left  to  their  consciences.  Even  during  the  eventful 
period  in  the  wilderness,  when  the  nation  saw  so  much  of  the 
power  and  goodness  of  God,  they  deserted  his  worship  for  that 
of  other  gods,  or,  while  they  professed  to  serve  him,  united  his 
service  with  that  of  idols.  The  question  ends  here. 

V.  43.     Kat  di/oVa/Sere,  K.  r.  A..     The  tacit  answer  precedes :  No, 

—  ye  apostatized,  and  took  up  the  tabernacle  of  Moloch,  i.  e.  to 
carry  it  with  them  in  their  marches,  or  in  religious  processions. 
This  tabernacle  was  intended,  no  doubt,  to  resemble  the  one  con 
secrated  to  Jehovah.     Stephen  follows  the   Septuagint.     MoAox 
stands  there  for  Dssb'a,  i.  e.  the  idol  worshipped  as  your  king,  which 
was  the  Moloch  of  the  Amorites.    The  Seventy  supply  the  name 
of  the  idol  as  well  known  from  tradition.     But  there  is  almost 
equal  authority,  says  Baur,1  for  reading  osbv,  Mil/com,  a  proper 
name.     That  variation  would  bring  the   Greek  into  still  closer 
conformity  with  the  Hebrew.  —  TO  aorpov  rov  $eov,  the  star  of  the 
«n<l,  i.  e.  an  image  resembling  or  representing  a  star  worshipped 
by  them  as  a  god.  —  By  cPe/x<£av  (also   written  'Pf<f>dv,  'Pe/^a, 
'Po//,<£a)  the   Seventy  express  ",^3,  which,  like  most  of  the  an 
cient  translators,  they  took  to  be  a  proper  name.     Some  of  the 
ablest  modem   scholars  defend  the  correctness  of  that  transla- 

1  Der  Prophet  Amos  erklart,  von  Dr.  Gustav  Baur,  p.  362. 
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lion.1  In  this  case  the  Greek  name  must  have  sprung  from  a 
corrupt  pronunciation  of  the  Hebrew  name ;  see  Gesen.  Lex.  p. 
463.  According  to  others,  ^3  should  be  rendered  statue,  or  stat 
ues,  and  the  idol  would  then  be  unnamed  in  the  Hebrew.  So 
Gesenius,  Robinson  (N.  T.  Lex.  s.  v.),  and  others.  Admitting 
that  sense,  it  was  unnecessary  for  Stephen  to  correct  the  current 
version ;  for  he  adduced  the  passage  merely  to  establish  the 
charge  of  idolatry,  not  to  decide  what  particular  idol  was  wor 
shipped.  Whether  the  star-god  to  which  they  paid  their  homage 
was  Saturn,  Venus,  or  some  other  planet,  cannot  be  determined. 
—  rev?  TUTTOVS,  the  figures,  in  apposition  with  o-Krjvyv  and  OOT/OOI/. 
The  term  was  so  much  the  more  appropriate  to  the  tabernacle, 
as  it  contained  probably  an  image  of  Moloch.  —  ficrouaw  is  the 
Attic  future.  —  eTreVetva  Ba/2iAcovos,  beyond  Babylon,  where  the  He 
brew  and  Septuagint  have  beyond  Damascus.  The  idea  is  the 
same,  for  the  prediction  turned  not  upon  the  name,  but  the  fact, 
viz.  that  God  would  scatter  them  into  distant  lands.  The  Bab 
ylonian  captivity  was  the  one  best  known,  and,  besides,  in  being 
exiled  to  the  remoter  place  the  Jews  were  transported  beyond 
the  nearer. 

V.  44.  rj  a-KTjvri  rov  /xapruptou  =  n W  ^HK  (Numb.  9,  15;  17, 
23),  the  tabernacle  of  the  testimony,  or  law,  so  called,  because  it 
contained  the  ark  in  which  the  tables  of  the  decalogue  were 
kept.  The  law  is  termed  a  testimony,  because  it  testifies  or  de 
clares  the  divine  will.  Bahr's  explanation  ( Symbolik,  Vol.  I.  p. 
80)  is  different:  the  tabernacle  was  a  testimony  or  witness  of  the 
covenant  between  God  and  his  people.  —  Troirjcrai  ....  ecu/aa/cet, 
that  he  should  make  it  according  to  the  pattern  ichich  he  hod  seen, 
viz.  on  Mount  Sinai ;  see  Ex.  25,  9.  40.  By  this  reference,  Ste 
phen  reminds  the  Jews  of  the  emblematical  import,  consequently 
the  subordinate  value,  of  the  ancient  worship.  Moses,  under  the 
divine  guidance,  constructed  the  earthly  tabernacle  so  as  to  have 
it  image  forth  certain  heavenly  or  spiritual  realities  that  were  to 
be  accomplished  under  "  the  better  covenant  of  which  Jesus  is 
the  Mediator."  Here  we  have  the  rudiments  of  the  view  which 
pervades  the  Epistle  to  the  Hebrews ;  see  especially  Heb.  8,  5 
What  was  true  of  the  tabernacle  was  true  also  of  the  first  and 
the  second  temple ;  they  were  built  after  the  same  model,  and 
were  in  like  manner  avrw-wroi,  or  cr/aeu  rwv  c7rou/oai/tW.  That  appli 
cation  of  the  remark  could  be  left  to  suggest  itself. 


1  See  especially  Movers  tiber  die  Phonitzier,  Vol.  I.  p.  289  sq.     He  maintains 
that  "psD  may  be  traced  as  a  proper  name  in  various  Oriental  languages. 
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V.  45.  KCU  adds  fla-rrya-yov  to  Trot^crat.  —  SiaSe^a/xevoi,  having 
received  (the  tabernacle),  viz.  from  Moses  or  his  contempora 
ries,  since  those  who  entered  Canaan  were  a  later  generation ; 
not  inherited  (Alf.),  a  false  meaning;  and  not  who  came  after, 
successors  (E.  V.,  retained  from  Cranm.),  since  that  substan 
tive  construction  would  require  the  article  (see  Pape  s.  v.). 

—  ftcTtt  'Irjaovy  with  Joshua  as  their  leader,  under  his  guidance. 

—  eV  TTJ  Karacrxe'cm  TWV  e$va>v,  into  the  possession  of  the  heathen,  the 
territory  inhabited  by  them  ;  comp.  So^rjrw  fj  yJ}  -fjfjuv  ev  Karao^e'crei, 
in  Numb.  32,  5.     iv  shows  that  the  idea  of  rest  predominates 
over  that  of  motion.     Meyer  and  De  Wette  translate  on  taking 
possession  of  the  heathen,  on  their  subjugation.     The  other  mean 
ing  is  better,  because  it  supplies  an  indirect  object  after  etorrjyayov, 
and  adheres  to  the  prevalent  passive  sense  of  Karao^co-is ;  see 
Rob.  Lex.  s.  v.  —  Io>s  rwv  rj^epuv  Aam'8  belongs  to  elo-rjyayov,  em 
ployed  suggestively :  brought  the  tabernacle  into  the  land,  and 
retained  it  until  (inclusive)  the  days  of  David.     Some  join  the 
words  with  <Lv  e^oxrei/,  which  exalts  a  subordinate  clause  above 
the  principal  one,  and  converts  the  aorist  into  an  imperfect :  was 
"xpelling  from  Joshua  until  David. 

V.  46.  os  ....  TOV  $€ov,  w/w  found  favor,  etc.  Compare  13,  22. 
The  tacit  inference  may  be,  that,  had  the  temple  been  so  impor 
tant  as  the  Jews  supposed,  God  would  not  have  withheld  this 
honor  from  his  servant. — TJrrjcraTo,  asked  for  himse/fa.s  a  privilege. 
We  have  no  record  of  this  prayer,  though  it  is  implied  in  2  Sam. 
7,  4  sq.,  and  in  1  Chron.  22,  7.  In  the  latter  passage  David  says  : 
"  As  for  me,  it  was  in  my  mind  to  build  an  house  unto  the  name 
of  the  Lord  my  God."  In  that  frame  of  spirit  he  indited  the 
hundred  and  thirty-second  Psalm.  —  evpetV  ....  'la/cco/?  coincides 
with  Ps.  132,  5  (Sept.).  To  express  the  object  of  David's  re 
quest,  Stephen  avails  himself  of  the  language  contained  in  that 
passage.  Translate,  a  habitation  (—  OLKOV  in  v.  48,  place  of  abode, 
temple)  for  the  God  of  Jacob;  not  tabernacle  (=0-1071/17  in  v.  44), 
as  in  the  E.  version.  The  tabernacle  existed  already,  and  it  v/as 
not  that  structure,  but  a  temple,  which  David  was  anxious  to 
build.  The  confusion  arises  from  rendering  the  different  Greek 
terms  by  the  same  word. 

VERSES  47-53.     Period  of  the  Temple  and  the  Prophets. 

V.  47.  8e,  adversative.  What  was  denied  to  David  was 
granted  to  Solomon ;  see  2  Chron.  6,  7.  8.  Yet  even  the  builder 
of  the  temple  acknowledged  (2  Chron.  6,  18)  that  God  is  not 
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confined  to  any  single  place  of  worship.  The  tenor  of  the  speech 
would  be  apt  to  remind  the  hearers  of  that  admission. 

V.  48.  dXX'  ovX /caroi*".     The  temple  was  at  length  built ; 

but  was  never  designed  to  circumscribe  the  presence  of  the  in 
finite  Architect  (see  v.  50),  or  to  usurp  the  homage  that  belongs 
to  him  alone.  The  remark  here  was  aimed,  doubtless,  at  the 
superstitious  reverence  with  which  the  Jews  regarded  the  tem 
ple,  and  at  their  proneness  in  general  to  exalt  the  forms  of  reli 
gion  above  its  essence.  For  ovX  in  this  position,  see  on  2,  7.  mots 
is  probably  a  gloss  from  17,  24.  —  KO&OS,  *•  r.  X.  To  give  greater 
effect  to  his  reproof,  Stephen  quotes  the  testimony  of  the  proph 
et,  viz.  Is.  66,  1.  2. 

V.  51.  There  is  no  evidence  that  Stephen  was  interrupted 
at  this  point.  Many  critics  assume  that  without  reason.  The 
sharper  tone  of  reprehension  to  which  the  speaker  rises  here 
belongs  to  the  place  ;  it  is  an  application  of  the  cotirse.of  remark 
which  precedes.  We  have  no  right  to  ascribe  it  to  Stephen's 
irritation  at  perceiving  signs  of  impatience  or  rage  on  the  part  of 
his  hearers.  —  dTrc/otr/xryrot  ....  wow,  uncircumdsed,  etc.,  i.  e.  des 
titute  of  the  disposition  to  hear  and  love  the  truth,  of  which  their 
circumcision  should  have  been  the  sign  ;  comp.  Lev.  26,  41  ;  Jer. 
6,  10;  Rom.  2,  29.  For  rfj  Kap&ia  see  2,  37.  —  v/m*  dei,  K.  T.  X., 
Ye  do  always  resist  the  Holy  Spirit,  under  whose  influence  the 
messengers  of  God,  e.  g.  Christ  and  the  apostles,  spoke  to  them. 
To  reject  their  testimony  was  to  reject  that  of  the  spirit  himself. 
What  follows  appears  to  restrict  the  language  to  that  meaning.  — 
KM  v/xets,  also  you,  where  ovrous  would  state  the  comparison  more 
exactly.  See  W.  $  53.  5. 

V.  52.  rtVa  TWV  Trpo^Toiv,  K.  T.  X.,  whom  of  the  prophets,  etc. 
'Stephen  would  describe  the  general  conduct  of  the  Jews  tow 
ards  their  prophets ;  he  does  not  affirm  that  there  were  no  ex 
ceptions  to  it.  Other  passages,  as  2  Chron.  36,  15.  16  ;  Matt. 
23,  37,  and  Luke  13,  33.  34,  make  the  same  representation.  — 
rovs  TrpoKarayyctXavras,  K.  T.  X.,  those  who  announced  beforehand,  etc., 
designates  the  prophets  with  reference  to  the  leading  subject  of 
their  predictions.  See  on  3,  21.  24.  —  roO  SIKCUOV,  the  Just  one, 
(3,  14)  slain  by  them  as  a  malefactor.  — vw,  now,  as  the  climax 
of  the  nation's  guilt.  —  TrpoSoVai,  traitors.  See  3,  13. 

V.  53.  Those  who  were  thus  guilty  (v.  52)  acted  in  the 
character  of  those  who  (otnves,  such  as)  received,  etc.  —  rov  vopov 
....  dyye'XXwv,  the  law  as  (ei?  predicative  sign,  see  on  v.  21)  ordi 
nances  (plural  with  reference  to  i/o//,ov  as  an  aggregate  of  single 
acts)  of  angels ;  the  latter  not  as  the  authors  of  them,  in  which 
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sense  they  were  God's,  but  as  communicated  through  them ; 
comp.  6  Bi  dyye'Xcov  AoXi^ei?  in  Heb.  2,  2,  the  word  spoken  through 
an^r/s,  and  especially  Sturayets  Si'  dyyeXwv  in  Gal.  3,  19,  ordained 
on  the  part  of  God  through  angels.  The  elliptical  explanation, 
reckoned  unto  ordinances,  as  of  that  rank  or  class,  affords  the 
same  meaning,  but  is  not  so  simple.  See  W.  $  32.  4.  b.  Some 
translate  upon  the  ministrations,  agency  of;  but  that  both  strains 
the  use  of  the  preposition  (not  necessary  even  in  Matt.  12,  41) 
and  employs  the  noun  differently  from  Rom.  13,  2  (not  elsewhere 
in  N.  T.).  The  presence  of  angels  at  the  giving  of  the  law  is 
not  expressly  stated  in  the  Old  Testament,  but  is  alluded  to  in 
Gal.  3,  19,  and  Heb.  2,  2.  Philo  and  Josephus  testify  to  the  same 
tradition.  The  Seventy  translate  Deut.  33,  2  in  such  n  manner 
as  to  assert  the  same  fact.  It  is  implied  perhaps  in  Ps.  68,  18. 
The  Jews  regarded  this  angelic  mediation  as  both  ennobling  the 
law,  and  as  conferring  special  honor  on  themselves,  to  whom  the 
law  was  given.  For  a  striking  proof  of  this  Jewish  feeling,  see 
Jos.  Antt.  15.  5.  3.  From  another  point  of  view,  viz.  that  of  Christ's 
superiority  to  angels,  this  angelic  intervention  showed  the  inferi 
ority  of  the  law  to  the  gospel ;  which  is  the  view  taken  in  Heb. 
2,  2,  and  probably  in  Gal.  3,  19.  —  KOL  OVK  e</>uAa£are,  and  yet  ye 
kept  it  not.  vo/xov  as  the  principal  word  supplies  the  object,  and  not 
8taraya9  (E.  V.).  In  this  verse,  therefore,  we  have  the  apostle's 
idea  in  Rom.  2,  23,  where  he  says  that  the  Jews  gloried  in  the 
law,  while  they  dishonored  God  by  their  violations  of  it. 

VERSES  54-60.     The  Death  of  Stephen. 

V.  54.  It  is  disputed  whether  Stephen  finished  his  speech  01 
not.  The  abrupt  manner  in  which  he  closes,  and  the  exaspera 
tion  of  the  Jews  at  that  moment,  render  it  probable  that  he  was 
interrupted.  O.KOVOVTCS  as  present  favors  the  same  view,  but  is 
not  decisive  (see  5,  5  ;  13,  48). —  For  SteTrpiWo,  see  on  5,  33. 

V.  55.  7r\-r)pr)<s  TTveu/xaros  dytov.  The  Spirit  revealed  to  his  soul 
this  scene  in  heaven.  It  was  not  a  vision  addressed  to  the 
senses.  It  is  needless,  therefore,  to  inquire,  as  Meyer  now  ad 
mits,  whether  our  martyr  could  see  the  opened  sky  through  the 
roof  or  a  window.  —  For  So'£cu/  £eov,  the  glory  of  God,  see  on  v.  2. 
—  60-roira,  standing,  instead  of  sitting,  as  at  other  times.  The 
Saviour  had  risen  in  order  to  intimate  his  readiness  to  protect  or 
sustain  his  servant  (Bng.  Kuin.  Mey.).  It  appears  to  me  doubt 
ful  whether  we  are  to  attach  that  or  any  other  significancy  to  the 
particular  attitude  in  which  he  appeared. 
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V.  56.  tSoi>,  K.  T.  \.  This  declaration  would  tend  to  exasperate 
them  still  more.  They  are  now  told  that  He  whom  they  had 
crucified,  and  whom  they  were  ready  to  slay  anew  in  the  person 
of  his  followers,  was  exalted  to  supreme  dominion  at  the  right 
hand  of  God.  See  remarks  on  2,  34. 

V.  57.  Kpdgavres,  crying,  among  other  things,  perhaps  that  he 
should  be  silent,  or  that  he  should  be  put  to  death;  comp.  19,  32; 
Matt.  27,  23  ;  John  19,  12.  —  crweV^ov  Ta  omx  avrwv.  They  affected 
to  regard  his  words  as  blasphemous,  and  stopped  their  ears  as  an 
expression  of  their  abhorrence.  —  /cat  wp^o-av,  K.  T.  A.  Under  the 
Roman  laws,  the  Jews  had  no  power  to  inflict  capital  punishment 
without  the  sanction  of  the  procurator  or  his  proxy;  see  John  18, 
31.  Nearly  all  critics,  at  present,  concur  in  that  view.  Hence 
the  stoning  of  Stephen  was  an  illegal,  tumultuous  proceeding. 
The  Roman  governors  connived  often  at  such  irregularities,  pro 
vided  the  Roman  interest  or  power  suffered  no  detriment.  As 
Pilate  was  deposed  in  A.  D.  35,  or  36,  some  have  thought  that 
his  office  may  have  been  still  vacant  (see  on  6,  1),  and  that  the 
Jews  took  greater  liberty  on  that  account. 

V.  58.  !£a>  TT}S  7roA,6ojs,  out  of  the  city,  because  a  place  so  holy 
was  not  to  be  denied  with  blood ;  see  Lev.  24,  14.  Compare  the 
note  on  14,  19.  —  /cat  ot  /xaprv/jes,  K.  T.  A,.,  and  the  witnesses  laid  off 
their  garments,  that  they  might  have  the  free  use  of  their  arms  in 
hurling  the  stones.  The  law  of  Moses  required  the  witnesses  in 
the  case  of  a  capital  offence  to  begin  the  work  of  death;  see 
Deut.  13,  10  ;  17/7.  The  object  of  the  law,  it  has  been  suggested, 
may  have  been  to  prevent  inconsiderate  or  false  testimony.  Many 
would  be  shocked  at  the  idea  of  shedding  blood,  who  would  not 
scruple  to  gain  a  private  end,  or  to  gratify  their  malice,  by  misrep 
resentation  and  falsehood.  —  trapa  TOVS  TroSa?,  at  his  feet  for  safe 
keeping;  comp.  22,  20.  Their  selecting  Saul  for  this  purpose' 
shows  that  he  was  already  known  as  a  decided  enemy  of  the 
Christians.  His  zeal  and  dialectic  skill  in  the  controversy  with 
Stephen  (see  on  6,  9)  could  not  have  failed  to  establish  his  claim 
to  that  character.  —  veavfov,  a  young  man;  a  designation  which 
the  Greeks  could  apply  to  a  person  till  he  was  forty  years 
old,  but  perhaps  in  common  speech  would  rarely  extend  be 
yond  the  age  of  thirty.  This  term,  therefore,  is  very  indefinite, 
as  an  indication  of  Saul's  age  at  the  time  of  this  occurrence.  In 
all  probability  he  was  not  far  from  thirty  when  he  was  converted ; 
not  much  less,  as  the  Sanhedrim  would  hardly  have  entrusted 
so  important  a  commission  to  a  mere  youth  (see  9,  1  sq.),  and 
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not  more,  as  his  recorded  life  (closing  about  A.  D.  64)  would 
otherwise  be  too  short  for  the  events  of  his  history.1 

V.  59.  iTTiKoXov^vov,  calling  upon,  viz.  Christ.  KvpLc  'Irjo-ov  just 
before  supplies  the  only  natural  object  after  this  participle.  "  That 
the  first  Christians  called  on  Jesus,"  says  De  Wette,  i.  e.  ad 
dressed  prayer  to  him,  "is  evident  from  9,  14.  21;  22,  16;  comp. 
2,  21;  Rom.  10,  12  sq."  See  further,  on  9,  14.  —  As  the  dying 
Saviour  said  to  the  Father,  "  Into  thy  hands  I  commend  my  spirit," 
so  the  dying  Stephen  said  now  to  the  Saviour,  6Y£ai  TO  Trvevpa 

fJLOV. 

V.  60.  /ar/  O-TTJOT??  ....  ravrrjv,  establish  not  this  sin  to  them,  reck 
on  or  count  it  not  to  them  (Rob.  De  Wet.).  Christ  had  set  ar* 
example  of  this  duty,  as  well  as  enjoined  it  by  precept.  No  par 
allel  to  this  prayer  of  Stephen  can  be  found  out  of  Christian  his 
tory.  The  Greeks  expressed  a  dehortatory  command  or  wish  by  p/ 
\vith  the  subjunctive  aorist,  when  the  act  was  one  not  yet  com 
menced  ;  comp.  on  10,  15.  This  is  Hermann's  rale.  See  Mt.  $ 
oil.  3  ;  K.  $  259.  5.  —  e*oi/«;%  fell  asleep,  died;  comp.  13,  36;  1 
Cor.  15,  18,  etc.  Heathen  writers  employed  the  verb  occasionally 
in  that  sense ;  but  its  derivative,  Koi/x^rrjpiov,  cemetery,  i.  e.  a  place 
where  the  body  sleeps  in  the  hope  of  a  resurrection,  was  first 
used  by  Christians.  It  marks  the  introduction  of  the  more  cheer 
ful  ideas  which  the  gospel  has  taught  men  to  connect  with  the 
grave. 


CHAPTER    VIII. 

VERSES  1-3.      The  Burial  of  Stephen. 

V.  1.  The  first  sentence  here  would  have  closed  more  properly 
the  last  chapter.  —  o-vvevSoKwv,  consenting,  approving  with  them,  viz. 
the  murderers  of  Stephen,  so  that  he  shared  their  guilt  without 

1  For  information  in  regard  to  the  early  life  and  training  of  the  apostle  Paul 
(a  topic  important  to  a  just  view  of  his  character  and  history),  the  student  may 
consult  Dr.  Davidson's  Introduction  to  the  New  Testament,  Vol.  II.  p.  122  sq.  ; 
Conybeare  and  Howson's  Life  and  Epistles  of  St.  Paul,  Vol.  I.  p.  40  sq.  (2d  ed.) ; 
Selections  from  German  Literature  (Edwards  and  Park),  p.  31  sq. ;  Schrader's  Der 
Apostel  Paul,Zweiter  Theil,  p.  fcl  sq. ;  Hemsen's  Das  Leben  des  Apostels  u.  s.  w., 
erstes  Kapitel ;  and  Tholuck's  Vermischte  Schriften,  Band  II.  p.  272  sq. 
19 
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participating  ?o  directly  in  the  act.  In  Rom.  1,  32,  Paul  lays  it 
clown  as  one  of  the  worst  marks  of 'a  depraved  mind  that  a  per 
son  can  bring  himself  to  applaud  thus  coolly  the  sins  of  others, 
and  in  22,  20,  he  says  that  he  himself  had  exhibited  that  mark 
of  depravity  in  relation  to  the  death  of  Stephen.  Luke  here 
records  probably  a  confession  which  he  had  often  heard  from  the 
lips  of  the  apostle.  For  ty  with  the  participle,  see  on  1,  10.  —  iv 
cKtivrj  777  y^pa,  on  that  day  (comp.  11,  19)  ;  not  indefinite  at  that 
time,  which  would  require  the  noun  to  be  plural.  The  stoning 
of  Stephen  was  the  signal  for  an  immediate  and  universal  per 
secution. —  TrdVres  need  not  be  pressed  so  as  to  include  every 
"individual;  see  on  3,  18.  Zeller  clings  to  the  letter,  and  then 
argues  against  the  truth  of  the  narrative  from  the  improbability 
of  such  a  panic.  Many  of  those  who  fled  returned,  doubtless, 
after  the  cessation  of  the  present  danger.  It  is  not  to  be  sup 
posed  that  the  church  which  we  find  existing  at  Jerusalem  after 
this  was  made  up  entirely  of  new  members.  —  Kara  TO.?  x^P0-^ 
K.  T.  X.  They  fled  at  first  to  different  places  in  Judea  and  Sama 
ria  ;  but  some  of  them,  probably  the  foreign  Jews,  went  after 
wards  to  other  countries  (see  v.  4  and  11,  19). 

V.  2.  o-we/co/juo-av,  bore  away  together  (i.  e.  to  the  grave),  joined 
to  bury ;  or  simply  buried,  as  the  force  of  the  preposition  is  not 
always  traceable  in  this  verb  (see  Pape  s.  v.).  —  8e,  now,  carries 
back  the  mind  to  Stephen  after  the  digression  in  v.  1 ;  not  but,  in 
spite  of  the  persecution,  for  it  was  not  only  permitted  among  the 
Jews,  but  required,  that  the  bodies  of  those  executed  should  be 
buried.  —  oVSpes  €i'\a/?ci?  are  pious  Jews  (see  on  2,  5),  who  testi 
fied  in  this  way  their  commiseration  for  Stephen's  fate,  and  their 
conviction  of  his  innocence.  The  Christians  would  not  have 
been  allowed  to  perform  such  an  office ;  they,  too,  would  have 
been  designated  as  disciples  or  brethren.  —  KOTTZTOV,  lamentation, 
as  expressed  in  the  Oriental  way  by  clapping  the  hands  or  smit 
ing  on  the  breast. 

V.  3.  Se,  now,  presents  Saul  again  as  the  principal  person  ;  or 
possibly  but.  (E.  V.),  contrasting  his  conduct  with  that  of  the 
euAa/Seis. —  Kara  TOVS  OIKOU?,  into  the  houses  one  after  another.  The 
preposition  marks  both  direction  and  succession.  —  a-vpwv,  drag 
ging,  bearing  off  with  violence  ;  comp.  14,  19  ;  17,  6.  See  Tittm 
Synm.  p.  57  sq.  We  see  the  man's  ferocious  spirit  in  his  man* 
ner.  "  Haling,"  in  the  English  translation,  is  an  old  word  for 
hauling  or  hawling.  —  re  oVS/aas,  K.  r.  A.,  not  only  men  but  women  ; 
repeated  also  in  9,  2  and  22,  4  as  9  great  aggravation  of  his 
crueltv. 
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VERSES  4-8.      The  Gospel  is  preached  in  Samaria. 

V.  4.  ot  /uev  ow  Stao-TrapeVres,  Those  therefore  dispersed,  taken  as 
a  substantive ;  comp.  1,  6.  The  clause  is  illative  as  well  as  re 
sumptive,  since  it  was  in  consequence  of  the  persecution  (v.  1) 
that  the  disciples  were  led  to  new  fields  of  labor.  —  &tf]\$ov,  went 
abroad,  lit.  through,  i.  e.  different  places.  Luke  intimates  the  cir 
cuit  of  their  labors  more  fully  in  11,  19. 

V.  5.  This  is  the  Philip  mentioned  in  6,  5  and  21,8;  not  the 
apostle  of  that  name,  for  he  remained  still  at  Jerusalem,  see  v.  1. 
—  KaTcX^ojv,  having  come  down,  because  he  journeyed  from  Jeru 
salem  (v.  15)  ;  to  go  to  that  city  Was  dva/2aiVe«/. —  ets  Tro'Xiv  T^?  2a/za- 
pet'a?,  unto  the  city  of  Samaria,  genitive  of  apposition  (Grot.  Kuin. 
Win.  Rob.),  or  a  city  in  that  country  (Olsh.  Neand.  De  Wet. 
Mey.).  That  the  capital  was  called  Samaria  at  this  time,  as 
well  as  Sebaste,  we  see  from  Jos.  Antt.  20.  6.  2.  TroXw,  with  that 
reference,  may  omit  the  article  because  Sa/xapeia?  defines  it ; 
comp.  2  Pet.  2,  6.  W.  $  19.  2.  It  would  be  most  natural  to  repair 
at  once  to  the  chief  city,  and  it  was  there  that  such  a  man  as 
Simon  Magus  (see  v.  9)  would  be  most  apt  to  fix  his  abode. — 
OX^OL,  in  v.  6,  indicates  a  populous  city.  If  it  was  not  the  capital, 
it  may  have  been  Sychar,  where  the  Saviour  preached  with  so 
much  effect  (Olsh.)  ;  see  John  4,  5  sq.  —  aurots,  unto  them.  The 
antecedent  lies  in  TTO\IV,  comp.  18,  11;  Matt.  4,  23;  Gal.  2,  2. 
W.  $  67.  1.  d. 

V.  6.  Trposet^ov,  attended,  listened  with  eager  interest ;  not  be 
lieved  (Kuin.),  which  anticipates  the  result  in  v.  12. — ev  ™  drovei?, 
v.  r.  X.,  when  they  heard,  and  saiv,  etc.  ei/  with  the  infinitive  de  • 
notes  here,  not  the  cause,  but  the  time  or  occasion.  K.  $  289. 
1.  2. 

V.  7.  TToXXtov  yap,  K.  r.  X.,  For  from  many  who  had  unclean  spir 
its,  they  (the  spirits)  went  forth,  etc.  TroXXoiv  depends  on  e£  in  the 
verb  (Mey.  De.Wet),  comp.  16,  39;  Matt.  10,  14.  Some  (Bng. 
Kuin.)  make  Tn/ev^ara  the  subject  of  the  verb,  and  supply  aura 
after  CXOVTW/V.  The  other  is  the  more  natural  order.  —  /3ocovra, 
K.  r.  A..,  cryitig  with  a  loud  voice,  and  testifying  to  the  Messiahship 
of  Jesus,  or  the  truth  of  the  gospel ;  comp.  Mark  3,  1 1  ;  Luke  4, 
41.  The  expression  would  suppose  the  reader  to  be  acquainted 
with  the  fuller  account  of  such  cases  in  the  history  of  Christ. 
Some  understand  the  cry  here  to  have  been  an  exclamation  of 
rage  or  indignation  on  the  part  of  the  demons,  because  they 
were  compelled  to  release  their  victims. — TroXXoi  8e,  K.  T.  X.  Here, 
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too  (see  on  5,  16),  ordinary  diseases  are  distinguished  from  de 
moniacal  possession. 

VERSES  9-13.     Simon  the  Sorcerer,  and  his  Professed  Belief. 

V.  9.  2t/Aoov.  For  the  history  of  this  impostor,  his  character, 
and  the  traditions  of  the  church  respecting  him,  the  reader  is  re 
ferred  to  Neander's  Church  History,  Vol.  1  p.  454,  or  his  Planting 
of  the  Church,  p.  46  sq.  See  note  on  v.  24. —  Trpoirrnjpxev,  was 
there  before,  i.  e.  the  arrival  of  Philip,  and  had  been  for  a  long 
time,  see  v.  11.  — jaayeiW,  K.  T.  X.,  states  in  what  character  and  by 
what  arts  he  secured  so  much  power.  —  e£icrrcov  TO  l^os,  bewitch 
ing  the  nation;  either  because  he  traversed  the  country,  or  drew 
to  himself  crowds  in  the  city  where  he  dwelt. 

V.  1 0.  (XTTO  fiiKpov  ecos  /xeyoAov,  from  small  unto  great,  i.  e.  both 
young  and  old,  see  Heb.  8,  11 ;  Jon.  3,  5  (Sept.).  The  expression 
has  been  called  a  Hebraism,  but  examples  of  it  occur  in  Greek 
writers  (Mey.).  —  ovros,  K.  T.  A.,  This  one  is  the  great  power  of  God, 
i.  e.  through  him  is  exhibited  that  power ;  they  supposed  him  to 
perform  wonders  which  evinced  his  possession  of  superhuman 
gifts.  The  language  is  similar  to  that  in  Rom.  1,  16,  where  the 
gospel  is  said  to  be  Swa/xis  Seov  cis  a-amyptW,  i.  e.  an  instrumental 
ity  exhibiting  the  power  of  God  in  the  salvation  of  men.  This 
is  the  more  obvious  view  of  the  sense,  and  is  the  one  commonly 
received.  Neander  would  ascribe  to  the  words  a  theosophic, 
concrete  meaning.  He  supposes  the  Samaritans  to  have  recog 
nized  Simon  "  as  more  than  a  man :  the  Great  Power  which  at 
first  emanated  from  the  invisible  God,  and  through  which  he 
created  every  thing  else,  had  now  appeared  in  a  bodily  form  on 
the  earth."  It  appears  to  be  exacting  too  much  from  the  lan 
guage  to  understand  it  in  that  manner.  Aeyeov  cu/ai  rim  eavrov  /xeyav, 
in  v.  9  (comp.  5,  36 ;  Gal.  2,  6),  would  not  show  that  he  himself 
carried  his  pretensions  so  far ;  and  the  people  are  not  likely  to 
have  conceded  to  him  more  than  he  claimed.  — :  The  variation  rj 
KoA.otyxeV/7  /xeyaAr;  is  well  supported  (Grsb.  Mey.  Tsch.):  which  is 
called  great,  i.  e.  is  truly  so,  deserves  the  epithet.  De  Wette 
thinks  KaXovfjievrj  a  gloss,  added  to  weaken  the  idea;  called  great, 
hut  not  so  in  reality. 

V.  11.  IKCU/U>  •xp°V(?>for  a  l°n£  time-  The  dative  stands  for  the 
ordinary  accusative,  as  in  13,  20;  John  2,  20 ;  Rom.  16,  25.  W. 
$  31.  9;  S.  $  106.  4.  —  rat?  /myetais,  K.  r.  A..,  they  had  been  bewitched 
by  his  sorceries  (lit.  put  beside  themselves)  ;  riot  he  had  bewitched. 
them  (Vulg.  Eng.  V.).  The  perfect  e^eo-raKe'vai,  says  Scholefield 
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(Hints,  etc.  p.  40),  does  not  admit  a  transitive  sense.  See  also 
Brud.  Concord,  s.  v.  It  was  necessary  that  men  deluded  to  such 
an  extent  should  be  reclaimed  by  arguments  addressed  to  the 
senses ;  see  vv.  6.  7.  17. 

V.  13.  6  Sc  %LIJ.(DV,  K.  T.  A..,  And  Simon  also  himself  believed,  viz. 
the  word  preached,  i.  e.  professed  to  be  a  disciple,  and  was  bap 
tized  in  that  character.  The  verb  describes  him  with  reference 
to  his  supposed  or  apparent  state,  not  his  actual  position.  He 
may  have  been  not  wholly  insincere  at  first,  but  soon  showed 
that  he  had  no  correct  views  of  the  gospel,  that  he^vas  a  stranger 
to  its  power;  see  on  v.  18.  —  Swa/xet?  differs  from  cnj/ima,  as  ex 
plained  on  2,  22.  —  Editors  hesitate  between  Swa/xeis  /cat  o^/Aewx 

uryaJVa  and  o-r//x€ta  KCU  Swa/Aei?  jacyaAas. 

• 

VERSES  14-17.     Peter  and  John  are  sent  to  Samaria. 

.  V.  14.  There  is  no  inadvertence  here.  The  apostles  had 
remained  at  Jerusalem  (v.  1).  —  Sa/xapeia  may  be  the  name  of 
the  city  or  the  country  ;  see  on  v.  5.  The  application  here  would 
not  control  it  there.  Neander  refers  it  to  the  country.  In  that 
case,  as  Philip  had  preached  at  one  place  only,  we  must  regard 
the  idea  as  generalized :  his  success  there  was  hailed  as  the 
pledge  of  success  in  all  Samaria.  —  TT/SO?  auroi;?,  unto  them  in  that 
city,  or  country ;  the  antecedent  implied,  as  in  v.  5. 

V.  15.  Ka.TafidvT€<;,  having  come  down.  Their  imparting  the 
Spirit  was  consequent  on  the  journey  hither  (post  hoc),  but  is 
not  said  to  have  been  the  object  of  it  (propter  hoc).  That  none 
but  the  apostles  were  empowered  to  bestow  this  gift,  has  been 
affirmed  by  some,  and  denied  by  others  (see  1  Tim.  4,  14).  If  it 
was  a  prerogative  of  the  apostles  (who  had  no  successors  in  the 
church),  the  inference  would  be  that  it  ceased  with  the  extinc 
tion  of  that  order.  The  Catholics  and  those  who  entertain 
Catholic  views  appeal  to  this  scripture  as  showing  the  inferi 
ority  of  the  pastor  to  the  bishop.  —  Trpoo-rjv&vro,  K.  T.  X.  The  Sa 
maritans  had  received  already  the  converting  influences  of  the 
Spirit;  and  hence  the  object  of  the  prayer  was,  that  their  faith 
might  be  confirmed  by  a  miraculous  attestation ;  see  on  5,  32.  — 
OTTW?  with  the  finite  verb  circumscribes  the  infinitive  ;  comp.  25, 
3  ;  Matt.  8,  34  (De  Wet.) ;  better  here  as  telic,  since  prayer  may 
be  viewed  as  a  necessary  condition  of  the  gift ;  comp.  v.  24. 

V.  17.  iirerCSovv  is  the  imperfect  of  a  repeated  act.  For  the 
import  of  the  symbol,  see  on  6,  6.  —  KO!  IXd^avov,  K.  T.  A.,  and 
they  received  ttie  Holy  Spirit  as  the  author  of  the  endowments 
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conferred  on  them.  Among  these  may  have  been  the  gift  of 
tongues  (see  2.  4  ;  10,  46),  and  also  that  of  prophesy,  as  well  as 
the  power  of  working  miracles.  Middleton's  rale  is,  that  the 
anarthous  Trvetyxa  denotes  only  some  effect  or  actual  operation  of 
the  Spirit,  while  TO  Tn/etyxa  signifies  the  Divine  Person  in  general, 
without  reference  to  any  particular  instance  or  mode  of  operation. 
See  Green's  Gr.  p.  229.  The  distinction  affects  no  question  of  a 
doctrinal  nature  ;  it  may  agree  well  enough  with  some  passages, 
but  is  purely  arbitrary  in  its  application  to  others.  The  true  prin 
ciple  is  that  stated  on  1,  2. 

I 

VERSES   18-24.      The  Hypocrisy  of  Simon,  audits  Exposure. 


V.  18.  ^eao-a/xevos  (which  means*  to  see  with  interest,  or  desire) 
has  less  external  support  than  low.  Meyer  retains  the  former, 
on  the  principle  that  the  more  common  word  would  displace  the 
less  common,  instead  of  the  reverse.  The  ambition  or  cupidity  of 
Simon  had  slumbered  for  a  time,  but  was  now  aroused  at  the 
sudden  prospect  of  obtaining  a  power  which  would  enable  him  to 
gratify  his  selfish  desires,  which  would  place  at  his  command  un 
bounded  wealth  and  influence.  He  had  seen  Philip  perform  mir 
acles,  but  had  seen  no  instance  until  now,  in  which  that  power  had 
been  transferred  to  others.  The  interval  between  this  develop 
ment  of  his  true  character  and  his  profession  of  the  Christian  faith, 
was  probably  not  long.  —  Trpocr^vey/cev  avrots  ^p^//.ara,  offered  to  them 
money.  This  act  has  originated  our  word  simony,  which  Web 
ster  defines  as  "  the  crime  of  buying  or  selling  ecclesiastical  pre 
ferment,  or  the  corrupt  presentation  of  any  one  to  an  ecclesias 
tical  benefice  for  money  or  reward."  It  is  fortunate  for  us,  that 
our  religious  institutions  in  this  country  require  us  to  obtain  our 
knowledge  of  the  term  from  a  lexicon. 

V.  1  9.  Ktt/xot,  to  me  also,  that  I  may  possess  it  like  you  ;  not  to 
me  as  well  as  to  others,  since  no  example  of  such  transfer  was 
known  to  him.  —  <S  eav,  upon  whomsoever,  see  on  2,  21.  —  e^ova-iW 
ravrrjv  refers  to  v.  IS,  this  power,  authority,  which  he  had  seen  them 
exercise  ;  not  to  the  clause  following.  Hence  ti/a  is  not  definitive, 
to  ivit,  that,  but  telic,  in  order  that. 

V.  20.  TO  ap-yvpiov,  K.  r.  X.,  May  thy  'money  with  thee  (;=  and 
thou)  perish,  lit.  be  for  destruction,  consigned  thereto.  This  is  the 
language  of  strong  emotion  ;  it  expresses  the  intense  abhorrence 
which  the  proposal  excited  in  the  mind  of  Peter.  That  it  was 
not  a  deliberate  wish,  or  an  imprecation,  is  evident  from  v.  22, 
where  the  apostle  points  out  to  Simon  the  way  to  escape  the 
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danger  announced  to  him.  <rvv  crot  some  take  to  mean  with  thee 
who  art  in  the  way  to  destruction,  i.  e.  may  thy  money  share  the 
doom  to  which  thou  art  devoted.  But  the  clause  contains  only 
one  verb,  and  it  is  violent  to  make  it  thus  optative  and  declara 
tive  at  the  same  time.  —  on  rrjv  8u>pcai/,  K.  T.  X.,  because  thou  didst 
tl/ink,  deem  it  possible  (aor.,  because  the  proposal  made  was  the 
sin)  to  acquire  (not  passive,  as  in  the  Eng.  V.)  the  gift  of  God 
with  moncij.  Tj]v  8wpedv  Stands  opposed  to  oia  ^ov;/Attrcov  Kraa-^at, 
and  hence  means,  that  which  God  bestows  gratuitously  on  those 
who  are  qualified  to  receive  it ;  not  that  which  it  is  his  preroga 
tive  to  give  in  distinction  from  men. 

V.  21.  OVK  tare  ....  K\TJpos,  Thou  Jidst  no  part  nor  lot.  The 
first  term  is  literal,  the  second  figurative ;  they  are  conjoined  in 
order  to  affirm  the  exclusion  spoken  of  with  more  emphasis.  —  ev 
T(3  Ao'yu)  Tov'ro),  in  this  word,  doctrine,  or  gospel,  which  we  preach 
(Olsh.  Neand.),  or  in  this  thing,  viz.  the  gift  of  the  Spirit  (Bng. 
Mey.  De  Wet).  The  first  sense  accords  better  with  the  usage 
of  the  word,  and  is  also  stronger  and  more  comprehensive ;  for 
if  the  state  of  his  heart  was  such  as  to  exclude  him  from  the  or 
dinary  benefits  of  the  gospel,  much  more  must  it  render  him  unfit 
to  recicve  the  higher  communications  of  the  Spirit,  or  to  be  hon 
ored  as  the  medium  of  conferring  them  on  others. 

V.  22.  fjLtravorjo-ov  ....  Tavrrjs  occurs  in  sensu  pragnanti  for  re 
pent,  and  turn  from  this  thy  wickedness ;  comp.  fj.era.voia  aTrofreK/acov 
in  Heb.  6,  1.  W.  $  66.  2.  —  For  the  received  -9eoC  after 
most  manuscripts  read  Kvptov.  —  et  apa  ....  KapSias  o-ou,  if 
perhaps  the  thought  of  thy  heart  shall  be  forgiven  thee.  Some  idea 
like  and  thus  see  if,  appears  to  lie  between  the  imperative,  and 
the  indicative  future.  See  W.  $  41.  p.  268.  Some  attribute  the 
problematical  form  of  the  expression  to  an  uncertainty,  on  the 
part  of  Peter,  whether  the  man  had  sincerely  repented  or  would 
repent  of  his  sin.  That  view  assigns  the  qualifying  effect  of 
apa  to  the  first  clause,  instead  of  the  second,  where  it  stands. 
Others,  more  correctly,  find  the  ground  of  it  in  the  aggravated 
nature  of  the  sin,  or  in  the  apostle's  strong  sense  of  its  aggra 
vated  nature,  leading  him  to  doubt  whether  he  ought  to  represent 
th>  pardon  as  certain,  even  if  he  repented. — 17  eVivota,  the  thought, 
wicked  purpose,  a  vox  media. 

V.  23.  eis  yap,  K.  r.  A..,  For  I  see  that  tlwu  art  in  the  gall  of 
bitterness.  The  gall  of  noxious  reptiles  was  considered  by  the 
ancients  as  the  source  of  their  venom  ;  and  hence  \°^>  with  an 
allusion  to  that  fact,  becomes  an  expressive  metaphor  to  denote 
the  malice  or  moral  corruption  of  the  wicked.  Compare  this 
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with  Job  20,  14  ;  Eom.  3,  13.  p%a  TnKpias,  in  Heb.  12,  15,-  is  a 
different  figure.  iriKpias  describes  a  quality  of  x°^v>  an(^  ig 
equivalent  to  an  adjective,  bitter  gall  (see  on  7,  30);  so  that, 
transferring  the  idea  from  the  figure  to  the  subject,  the  expres 
sion  imports  the  same  as  malignant,  aggravated  depravity.  —  /cat 
(rvvSca-fjiov  dSt/a'as,  and  in  the  bond  of  iniquity,  i.  e.  not  only  wicked 
in  principle,  but  confirmed  in  the  habit  of  sin,  bound  to  it  as  with 
a  chain.  —  cfc  (lit.  unto)  belongs  also  to  the  second  clause,  and  in 
both  cases  implies  the  idea  of  abandonment  to  the  influence  or 
condition  spoken  of. 

V.  24.  Se^re,  K.  r.  \.  We  may  infer  from  Luke's  silence  as 
to  the  subsequent  history  of  Simon,  that  the  rebuke  of  the  apos 
tle  alarmed  only  his  fears;  that  it  produced  no  reformation  in  his 
character,  or  his  course  of  life.  This  conclusion  would  be  still 
more  certain,  if  it  were  true,  as  some  maintain,  that  this  Simon 
was  the  person  whom  Josephtis  mentions  under  the  same  name 
as  the  wicked  accomplice  of  the  procurator  Felix  (Antt.  20.  7.  2). 
Neander  held  at  one  time  that  they  were  the  same,  but  after 
wards  receded  from  that  opinion.  So  common  a  name  is  no 
proof  of  their  identity,  and  it  is  proof  against  it,  that  this  Simon, 
according  to  Justin  Martyr,  belonged  to  Samaria,  while  the  other 
is  said  to  have  been  a  native  of  Cyprus. 

VERSES  25—35.      Conversion  of  the  Ethiopian. 

V.  25.  01  pev,  viz.  Peter  and  John,  probably  unattended  by 
Philip.  —  €vr]yy€\La-avTo  (T.  R.),  preached,  may  state  the  result  of 
their  labors  while  they  had  been  absent,  or  what  took  place  on 
their  return  to  Jerusalem.  The  latter  view  agrees  best  with  the 
order  of  the  narrative,  and  is  required  if  we  read  vTreVrpe^ov  and 
euT7yyeXi£ovro  (Lchm.  Mey.  Tsch.),  were  preaching.  This  verb,  ac 
cording  to  a  later  Grecism  (Lob.  ad  Phiyn.  p.  267),  may  take  its 
object  in  the  accusative,  as  well  as  the  dative  ;  comp.  v.  40  ;  14, 
15.  21  ;  16,  10  ;  Luke  3,  18;  Gal.  1,  9.  W.  6  32  1. 

V.  26.  Se  answers  to  /xeV  in  v.  25.  —  eXaXrjre,  K.  T.  X.  Philip 
appears  to  have  received  this  direction  in  Samaria  (v.  13),  and 
soon  after  the  departure  of  the  apostles.  Zeller  conjectures 
(Theol.  Jahrb.  1851)  that  he  had  come  back  to  Jerusalem  in  the 
mean  time  ;  but  the  terms  of  the  communication  are  against  that 
view.  —  avdcn-rjSi  involves  an  idiom  explained  in  the  note  on  9, 
18.  —  TTo/aeuou.  For  the  tense,  see  on  3,  6.  —  Kara  ^a-^ppiav, 
down  to  the  south,  because  in  Samaria  he  was  so  far  to  the  north 
of  Jerusalem.  This  expression  points  out,  not  the  direction  of 
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the  road  from  Jerusalem  to  Gaza,  but  that  in  which  Philip  was  to 
travel,  in  order  to  find  the  road.  The  collocation  joins  the  words 
evidently  to  the  verb,  and  not,  as  some  have  represented,  to  the 
clause  which  follows.  —  Gaza  was  about  sixty  miles  southwest 
from  Jerusalem.  —  avrr)  larlv  fpy/jLos,  This  is  desert.  Some  refer  the 
pronoun  to  Td£av,  and,  as  that  city  was  demolished  a  short  time 
before  the  destruction  of  Jerusalem,  they  suppose  that  Luke  by 
IpTj/xos  would  describe  its  condition  in  consequence  of  that  event. 
This  is  the  opinion  of  Hug,  Scholz,  Meyer  (formerly),  Leke- 
busch,  and  others.  But  unless  Luke  wrote  the  Acts  later  than 
A.  D.  64  or  65,1  this  explanation  cannot  be  correct ;  for  Gaza  was 
not  destroyed  by  the  Romans  till  after  the  commencement  of  the 
Jewish  war  which  resulted  in  the  overthrow  of  Jerusalem.  Most 
of  the  critics  who  contend  for  a  later  origin  of  the  book  derive 
their  chief  argument  for  it  from  this  assumed  meaning  of  l/^/xos. 
But  further,  even  supposing  Luke  to  have  written  just  after  the 
destruction  of  Gaza,  it  appears  improbable  that  the  novelty 
merely  of  the  event  would  lead  him  to  mention  a  circumstance 
so  entirely  disconnected  with  his  history.  Others  refer  corn?  to 
o86v,  but  differ  on  the  question  whether  we  are  to  ascribe  the 
words  to  Luke  or  the  angel.  According  to  Bengel,  Olshausen, 
Winer  (Realw.  I.  p.  395),  De  Wette,  and  others,  they  form  a  par 
enthetic  remark  by  Luke,  who  would  give  the  reader  an  idea  of 
the  region  which  was  the  scene  of  so  memorable  an  occurrence. 
I  prefer  this  opinion  to  any  other.  According  to  some,  the  words 
belong  to  the  communication  of  the  angel,  and  were  intended  to 
point  out  to  the  evangelist  the  particular  road  on  which  he  would 
find  the  eunuch.  In  that  case  it  seems  to  me  that  the  relative 
pronoun  would  have  introduced  them  more  naturally  than  avrr} 
(yet  see  W.  $  22.  4)  ;  and  besides,  if  it  were  so  that  any  one 
road  to  Gaza  was  known  as  "  desert "  beyond  others,  Luke  may 
have  inserted  the  epithet  for  the  reader's  information,  as  well  as 
the  angel  for  the  sake  of  Philip.  "  There  were  several  ways," 
says  Dr.  Robinson,  "  leading  from  Jerusalem  to  Gaza.  The  most 
frequented  at  the  present  day,  although  the  longest,  is  the  way 
by  Ramleh.  Anciently  there  appear  to  have  been  two  more  di 
rect  roads;  one  down  the  great  Wady  es-Surarby  Beth-Shemesh, 
and  then  passing  near  Tell  es-Safieh ;  the  other  through  Wady 
el-Musurr  to  Betogabra  or  Eleutheropolis,  and  thence  to  Gaza 
through  a  more  southern  tract."  Bibl.  Res.  II.  p.  640  ;  or  p.  514 
(ed.  1856).  Another  route  still  proceeded  by  the  way  of  Bethle- 

1  See  Introduction,  §  5. 
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hem  and  Bcthzur  to  Hebron,  and  then  turned  across  the  plain  to 
Gaza.  It  passed  through  the  southern  part  of  Judea,  and  hence 
through  a  region  actually  called  "the  desert"  in  Luke  1,  80. 
This  description  would  apply  no  doubt  to  some  part  of  any  one 
of  the  roads  in  question.  The  Hebrews  termed  any  tract  "a 
desert "  which  was  thinly  inhabited  or  unfitted  for  tillage.  See 
more  on  v.  36.  Lange  ]  spiritualizes  the  expression  :  t/tis  is  des 
ert  (morally) ;  the  angel's  reason  why  the  evangelist  should  seek 
to  enlighten  also  this  benighted  region. 

V.  27.  Ai^ioi/',  an  Ethiopian,  may  refer  to  the  country  where 
he  resided  (comp.  2,  9),  or  to  his  extraction.  Hence  some  sup 
pose  that  the  eunuch  was  a  Jew,  who  lived  in  Ethiopia,  but  most 
that  he  was  a  heathen  convert  to  Judaism.  Observe  the  mean 
ing  of  At^ioTToov  in  the  next  clause.  It  was  customary  for  prose 
lytes,  as  well  as  foreign  Jews,  to  repair  to  Jerusalem  for  worship ; 
comp.  20,  2;  John  12,  20.  —  ewo^os,  a  eunuch  in  the  proper  im 
port  of  the  word ;  not  a  minister  of  state,  courtier,  to  the  exclusion 
of  that  import,  because  it  "would  then  render  Swuo-T?7<?  superfluous. 
The  latter  term,  a  state  officer,  is  a  noun  both  in  form  and  usage 
(De  Wet.  Rob.),  and  is  not  to  be  translated  as  an  adjective  with 
ewov^os  (Kuin.  Mey.). —  KavSctK?;?  TT}S  /3acnAur<T77s  AlSioTrwv,  Candace, 
the  queen  of  the  Ethiopians,  Ethiopia  was  the  name  of  the  por 
tion  of  Africa  known  to  the  ancients  south  of  Egypt,  of  which 
Meroe,  a  fertile  island  formed  by  two  branches  of  the  Nile,  con 
stituted  an  important  part.  Win.  Realw.  II.  p.  439.  "  It  is  evi 
dent  both  from  Strabo  and  Dio  that  there  was  a  queen  named 
Candace  in  Ethiopia,  who  fought  against  the  Romans  about 
the  twenty-second  or  twenty-third  year  of  the  reign  of  Augus 
tus  Caesar.  (Dio  calls  her  queen  of  the  At^tWcs  VTTC/O  AtytVrov 
oiKowre?.)  It  is  clear  also  from  Pliny,  who  flourished  in  the 
reign  of  the  Emperor  Vespasian,  that  there  was  a  queen  of 
Ethiopia  named  Candace  in  his  time ;  and  he  adds,  that  this 
had  been  the  name  of  their  queens  now  for  many  years.  It  is 
beyond  all  doubt,  therefore,  that  there  was  a  queen  of  Ethiopia 
of  this  name  at  the  time  when  Philip  is  said  to  have  converted 
the  eunuch.  Eusebius  tells  us  that  this  country  continued  to  be 
governed  by  women  even  to  his  time."  See  Biscoe,  p.  47.  Can- 
dace  was  the  name,  not  of  an  individual,  but  of  a  dynasty,  like 
Pharaoh  in  Egypt,  or  Cassar  among  the  Romans.  —  eVt  -n/s  ya^s, 
over  (as  in  12,  20)  the  treasure. — Trpoa-Kwrfaw,  in  order  to  worship 
proves,  not  that  he  was  a  Jew,  but  that  he  was  not  a  heathen. 

1  Das  apostolische  Zeitalter,  zweiter  Band,  p.  109. 
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V.  28.  di/eytvwo-Ke,  was  reading,  aloud  as  we  see  from  v.  30,  and 
probably  the  Greek  text,  not  the  Hebrew,  since  the  Septuagint 
was  used  mostly  out  of  Palestine.  It  is  still  a  custom  among  the 
Orientals,  when  reading  privately,  to  read  audibly,  although  they 
may  have  no  particular  intention  of  being  heard  by  others.1  It 
was  common  for  the  Jews  to  be  occupied  in  this  way,  especially 
when  they  were  travelling  (Schottg.  Hor.  Heb.  II.  p.  443).  —  It 
is  not  improbable  that  the  eunuch  had  heard,  at  Jerusalem,  of  the 
death  of  Jesus,  and  of  the  wonderful  events  connected  with  it, 
of  his  claim  to  be  the  Messiah,  and  the  existence  of  a  numerous 
party  who  acknowledged  him  in  that  character.  Hence  he  may 
have  been  examining  the  prophecies  at  the  time  that  Philip  ap 
proached  him,  with  reference  to  the  question  how  far  they  had 
been  accomplished  in  the  history  of  the  person  concerning  whom 
such  reports  had  reached  him.  The  extraordinary  means  which 
God  employed  to  bring  the  ^Ethiopian  to  a  knowledge  of  the  gos 
pel,  and  the  readiness  with  which  he  embraced  it,  authorize  the 
belief,  that  in  this  way,  or  some  other,  his  mind  had  been  spe 
cially  prepared  for  the  reception  of  the  truth. 

V.  29.  KoXh.rjSijTL  TU>  ap/xart  TOIJTW,  attack  thyself  to  this  chariot, 
keep  near  it,  follow  it.  He  heard  the  eunuch  read  for  a  time 
unobserved  before  he  addressed  him. 

V.  30.  apaye,  K.  r.  A.,  Dost  thou  understand  then  what  thou 
readest  ?  ye  serves  to  render  the  question  more  definite.  The 
answer  after  apa  is  more  commonly  negative  ;  comp.  Luke  18,  8. 
Klotz  ad  Devar.  II.  p.  180  sq. ;  W.  $  57.  2.  This  is  given  as  the 
rule  for  prose.  —  ywoo-Keis  a  dvayivwo-Ka?  is  a  paronomasia  (comp. 
2  Cor.  3,  2)  and  is  too  striking  to  be  accidental.  Philip  spoke  no 
doubt  in  Greek,  and  would  arouse  the  mind  through  the  ear. 

V.  31.  mo?  yap,  K.  T.  A..,  For  how  could  I -?  The  form  of 

the  reply  attaches  itself  to  the  implied  negative  which  precedes. 
—  68^17077,  should  guide,  instruct,  similar  to  John  16,  13. 

V.  32.  f)  Se  Trepiox??,  K.  r.  X.,  Now  the  contents  (comp.  1  Pet.  2,  6) 
of  the  passage  (De  Wet.  Mey.) ;  not  of  the  Scripture  in  general, 
section,  because  ypa^s,  being  limited  by  the  relative  clause, 
must  denote  the  particular  place  which  he  was  reading;  comp. 
v.  35;  Luke  4,  21.  —  yv  av-nj,  was  this,  viz.  Is.  53,  7.  8,  quoted 
almost  verbatim  from  the  Septuagint. — f)\3r}, was  fed*  sc-  ni)n"!  n??» 
the  servant  of  Jehovah,  or  the  Messiah.  —  *ai  o>?  d/xvos,  K.  T.  A..,  and 
as  a  lam£,  etc.  This  comparison  represents  the  uncomplain 
ing  submission  with  which  the  Saviour  yielded  himself  to 

1  See  Jowett's  Researches  in  Syria,  p.  443. 
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the  power  of  his  enemies.  The  death  of  Christ  was  so  dis 
tinctly  foretold  in  this  passage,  that  Bolingbroke  was  forced  to 
assert  that  Jesus  brought  on  his  own  crucifixion  by  a  series  of 
preconcerted  measures,  merely  to  give  the  disciples  who  came 
after  him  the  triumph  of  an  appeal  to  the  old  prophecies.1 

V.  33.  lv  TJJ  raTmi/ojo-ei,  K.  r.  A.,  admits  most  readily  of  this 
sense  :  In  his  humiliation,  i.  e.  in  the  contempt,  violence,  outrage, 
which  he  suffered,  his  judgment  was  taken  away,  viz.  the  judg 
ment  due  to  him ;  he  had  the  rights  of  justice  and  humanity 
withheld  from  him.  The  Hebrew  is  n^b  BSEEE*  issa,  which 
yields  essentially  the  same  meaning  :  Through  violence  and  pun 
ishment  he  was  taken  away,  i.  e.  from  life  (De  Wet.).  —  TT/V  Se  yeveav, 
K.  T.  A..,  and  his  generation  who  shall  fully  declare  ?  i.  e.  set  forth 
the  wickedness  of  his  contemporaries  in  their  treatment  of  him 
(Mey.  De  Wet.  Rob.).  The  Hebrew  sustains  fully  that  trans 
lation.  It  .is  possible,  also,  to  render  the  Greek  and  the  original 
thus  :  Who  shall  declare  his  posterity,  the  number  of  his  spiritual 
descendants  or  followers  ?  The  prophet  in  this  case  points,  by 
an  incidental  remark,  from  the  humiliation  of  Christ  to  his  subse 
quent  triumph,  or  glorification.  Hengstenberg  prefers  the  last 
meaning.2  - —  6Vt  .  .  .  .  avrov  conforms  to  the  first  sense  of  the  clause 
which  precedes,  better  than  to  the  second. 

V.  34.  auroKptSfk,  addressing  (see  3,  12),  or  answering  in  fur 
ther  reply  to  the  question  in  v.  30  (Mey.).  The  passage  from 
Isaiah  is  cited  for  the  information  of  the  reader,  and  this  verse 
follows  historically  after  v.  31.  — Trept  eavrov,  K.  r.  A.  The  perplex 
ity  of  the  eunuch  in  regard  to  the  application  of  the  prophecy 
indicates  that  he  was  a  foreigner,  rather  than  a  Jew.  The  great 
body  of  the  Jewish  nation  understood  this  portion  of  Isaiah  to 
be  descriptive  of  the  character  and  sufferings  of  the  Messiah.3 
"  The  later  Jews,"  says  Gesenius,  "  no  doubt,  relinquished  this 
interpretation,  in  consequence  of  their  controversy  with  the  Chris 
tians." 

V.  35.  dvoi'la?  TO  OTO/ACX  avrov  is  an  imperfect  Hebraism,  i.  e. 
was  not  peculiar  to  the  Hebrew  or  Hellenistic  writers,  but  most 
common  in  them.  See  W.  $  3.  It  arises  from  the  Oriental  fond 
ness  for  the  minute  in  description,  the  circumstantial.  The  ex- 

1  Chalmers,  Evidences  of  Christianity,  Chapter  VI. 

2  For  a  fuller  view  of  the  original  passage,  the  reader  is  referred  to  Hengsten- 
berg's  Christology,  Vol.  I.  p.  518  sq.;  and  to  Professor  Alexander's  Commentary 
on  Isaiah. 

3  See  the  proofs  in  Hengstenberg' s  Christology,  Vol.  I.  p.  484  sq.,  and  Schott- 
pen's  Horae  Hebruicae,  Vol.  II.  p.  647  sq. 
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pression  occurs  properly  before  important,  weighty  remarks  ; 
comp.  10,  34;  Job  3,  1;  32,  20.  —  KOL  dp£a/Aevos  cbro  -n/s  ypa^s 
TCUT^S  is  elliptical  for  and  beginning  from  this  passage,  and  pro 
ceeding  thence  to  others.  W.  $  66.  1.  c. 

VERSES  36-40.     The  Baptism  of  the  Eunuch. 

V.  36.  Kara  TTJV  6SoV,  along  (5,  15)  the  way.  —  CTU  TI  vSwp,  unto  a 
certain  water ;  not  some,  as  the  genitive  would  follow  that  parti 
tive  sense.  C.  $  362.  (3.  —  TI  KcoXvct,  K.  T.  X.,  What  hinders  (what 
objection  is  there)  that  I  should  be  baptized?  This  is  the  modest 
expression  of  a  desire  on  the  part  of  the  eunuch  to  declare  his 
faith  in  that  manner,  provided  the  evangelist  was  willing  to  ad 
minister  the  ordinance  to  him;  comp.  10,  47.  As  De  Wette 
remarks,  the  question  presupposes  that  Philip,  among  other  things, 
had  instructed  him  in  regard  to  the  nature  and  necessity  of  bap 
tism.  As  the  road  on  which  the  eunuch  journeyed  is  unknown 
(see  on  v.  26),  it  cannot  be  ascertained  where  he  was  baptized. 
It  may  interest  the  reader  to  state  some  of  the  conjectures.  Eu- 
sebius  and  Jerome  concur  in  saying  that  it  took  place  at  Bethzur 
(Josh.  15,  58 ;  Neh.  3,  16),  near  Hebron,  about  twenty  miles  south 
of  Jerusalem.  The  site  has  been  identified,  bearing  still  the  an 
cient  name.  The  water  there  at  present  issues  from  a  perennial 
source,  a  part  of  which  runs  to  waste  in  the  neighboring  fields, 
and  a  part  is  collected  into  a  drinking  trough  on  one  side  of  the 
road,  and  into  two  small  tanks  on  the  other  side.  It  was  formerly 
objected  that  no  chariot  could  have  passed  here  on  account  of 
the  broken  nature  of  the  ground ;  but  travellers  have  now  dis 
covered  the  traces  of  a  paved  road  and  the  marks  of  wheels  on 
the  stones.  See  Hitter's  Erdkunde,XVI.  1.  p.  266,  and  Wilson's 
Lands  of  the  Bible,  I.  p.  381.  The  writer  found  himself  able 
to  ride  at  a*  rapid  pace  nearly  all  the  way  between  Bethlehem 
and  Hebron.  The  veneration  of  early  times  reared  a  chapel  on 
the  spot,  the  ruins  of  which  are  still  to  be  seen.  Von  Raumer1 
defends  the  genuineness  of  this  primitive  tradition.  In  the  age 
of  the  crusaders,  the  baptism  was  transferred  to  Ain  Haniyeh, 
about  five  miles  south-west  of  Jerusalem.  A  fountain  here  on 
the  hill-side,  which  irrigates  freely  the  adjacent  valley,  is  known 
among  the  Latins  as  St.  Philip's  Fountain.  One  of  the  ancient 
roads  to  Gaza  passed  here,  but  appears  to  have  been  less  trav 
elled  than  the  others.  Dr.  Robinson  thinks  that  the  parties  must 
have  been  nearer  to  Gaza  at  the  time  of  the  baptism,  and  would 

1  Palastina,  von  Karl  von  Raumer  (1850),  p.  411  sq. 
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refer  the  transaction  to  a  Wady  in  the  plain  near  Tell  el-Hasy. 
Bibl.  Res.  II.  p.  641 ;  or  p.  514  (1856). 

V.  37.  This  verse  is  wanting  in  the  best  authorities.  The 
most  reliable  manuscripts  and  versions  testify  against  it.  The 
few  copies  that  contain  the  words  read  them  variously.  Meyer 
suggests  that  they  may  have  been  taken  from  some  baptismal 
liturgy,  and  were  added  here  that  it  might  not  appear  as  if  the 
eunuch  was  baptized  without  evidence  of  his  faith.  Most  of  the 
recent  editors  expunge  the  verse.  In  regard  to  the  passage,  see 
Green's  Developed  Criticism,  p.  97,  and  Tregelles  on  the  Text 
of  the  N.  T.,  p.  269.  Yet  the  interpolation,  if  it  be  such,  is  as 
old  certainly  as  the  time  of  Irenseus;  and  Augustine  in  the  fourth 
century,  though  he  objected  to  a  certain  misuse  of  the  text,  did 
not  pronounce  it  spurious.  See  Humphry's  note  here.  Those 
who  contend  for  the  words  remind  us  that  the  oldest  manuscripts 
represent  a  later  age,  than  that  of  these  fathers.  Bornemann  puts 
them  in  brackets  as  entitled  still  to  some  weight.  —  TOV  viov  TOV 
Seov  is  the  predicate  after  clrai. 

V.  38.  /cat  e/ce'Aeuo-e,  K.  r.  X.,  And  he  ordered  (viz.  the  charioteer) 
that  the  carriage  should  stop,  lit.  stand;  an  instructive  use  of  the 
word  for  9,  7.  The  eunuch's  equipage  corresponded  with  his 
rank.  -*-  KO!  Kare^o-ai/,  K.  r.  A..,  and  both  went  down  into  the  water ; 
not  here  unto  it  (which  efc  may  also  mean)  for  it  stands  opposed 
to  CK  TOV  vSoros,  in  the  next  verse  ;  besides  they  would  have  occa 
sion  to  enter  the  stream,  or  pool,  in  order  to  be  baptized  into  it ; 
com  p.  c(3d7rTi<r$r)  efc  TOV  'lopSavryi/,  was  baptized  into  the  Jordan,  in 
Mark  1,  9.  See  Rob.  Lex.  p.  118.  The  preposition  in  Kare/fyo-ai/ 
may  refer  to  the  descent  from  the  higher  ground  to  the  water,  or 
to  the  entrance  into  the  water ;  but  not  to  the  descent  from  the 
chariot,  for  this  verb  corresponds  to  avtfirjo-av  in  v.  39,  they  went  wp> 
whereas  the  eunuch  only  returned  to  the  carriage.  * 

V.  39.  CK  TOV  vSaTos,  out  of  the  water  ;  where  some  render  from, 
which  confounds  c*c  with  a.™.  —  Trvetyxa,  K.  T.  A.,  the  Spirit  of  the 
Lord  seized  (hurried  away)  Philip.  The  expression  asserts  that 
he  left  the  eunuch  suddenly,  under  the  impulse  of  an  urgent 
monition  from  above,  but  not  that  the  mode  of  his  departure  was 
miraculous  in  any  other  respect.  This  last  certainly  is  not  a 
necessary  conclusion.  —  eTropev'ero,  *.  T.  A..,  for  he  went  his  way,  re 
turned  to  his  country,  rejoicing,  ^aipon/  belongs  logically  to  a 
separate  clause,  but  is  put  here  for  the  sake  of  brevity.  —  Tradi 
tion  says  that  the  eunuch's  name  was  Jndich,  and  that  it  was  he 
who  first  preached  the  gospel  in  Ethiopia.  It  is  certain  that 
Christianity  existed  there  at  an  early  period,  but  its  introduction, 
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says  Neander,  cannot  be  traced  to  any  connection  with  his  la 
bors. 

V.  40.  evpe'%  K.  T.  A.,  not  was  =  fy  (Kuin.),  but  was  found  at 
(lit.  unto,  from  the  idea  of  the  journey  thither)  Azotus,  i.  e.  was 
next  heard  of  there,  after  the  transaction  in  the  desert.  This 
place  was  the  ancient  Ashdod,  a  city  of  the  Philistines,  near  the 
sea-coast.  The  ruins  consist  of  a  mound  covered  with  broken 
pottery,  and  of  a  few  pieces  of  marble  (see  Amos  1,  8).  A  little 
village  not  far  off,  called  Esdud,  perpetuates  the  ancient  name. — 
TToActs  does  not  depend  on  the  participle,  but  on  the  verb,  as  in  v. 
25.  Among  the  towns  through  which  he  passed  between  Azotus 
and  Csssarea  must  have  been  Lydda  and  Joppa.  Caesarea  was 
Philip's  home.  Here  we  find  him  again,  after  the  lapse  of  more 
than  twenty  years,  when  the  Saul  who  was  now  "breathing 
menace  and  murder  against  the  disciples  "  was  entertained  by 
him  as  a  Christian  guest ;  see  21,  8.  —  Luke's  narrative  brings  us 
frequently  to  Cczsarea.  It  was  about  sixty  miles  northwest  from 
Jerusalem,  on  the  Mediterranean,  south  of  Carmel.  It  was  the 
ancient  2rpaTo>vo?  Trvpyos,  which  Herod  the  Great  had  rebuilt  and 
named  Cassarea  in  honor  of  Augustus.  It  was  now  the  resi 
dence  of  the  Roman  procurators.  Its  inhabitants  were  mostly 
heathen ;  the  Jewish  population  was  small.  For  an  account  of 
this  city  in  its  splendor,  and  in  its  present  state  of  desolation,  see 
Howson's  Life  and  Epistles  of  St.  Paul,  Vol.  II.  p.  344  sq. 


CHAPTER  IX. 

VERSES  1-9.     Christ  appears  to  Saul  on  the  way  to  Damascus. 

V.  1.  Se,  but,  turns  the  attention  again  to  Saul.  —  frt  connects 
this  verse  with  8,  3.  —  e//,7rveW  ....  <f>6vov,  breathing  menace  and 
murder;  in  26,  11,  e/x/xatvo/xcvo?.  The  figure  is  founded  apparently 
on  the  fact,  that  a  person  under  the  excitement  of  strong  emotion 
breathes  harder  and  quicker,  pants,  struggles  to  give  vent  to  the 
passion  of  which  he  is  full  (Wetst.  Kyp.  Knin.  Olsh.).  irvdv  rtvo?, 
to  breathe  of  something,  to  be  redolent,  is  a  different  expression. 
The  genitive  in  this  construction  denotes  properly  that  from  or 
out  of  which  one  breathes,  as  the  cause,  source  ;  the  accusative, 
that  which  one  breathes,  as  the  substance,  element.  See  W.  $ 
30.  9.  c;  Mt.  $  376.  Meyer  translates  C/ATTVC'OJV,  inhaling ;  bu*  cv  in 
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this  compound  was  generally  lost;  see  Tromm's  Concord,  s.  v. — 
r<3  dpxifpet.  If  Saul  was  converted  in  A.  D.  36,  the  high-priest 
was  Jonathan,  the  successor  of  Caiaphas  (deposed  in  A.  D.  35) 
and  a  son  of  Ananus,  or  Annas;  but  if  he  was  converted  in 
A  D.  37  or  38,  the  high-priest  was  Theophilus,  another  son  of 
Annas. 

V.  2.  eTrio-ToAas,  Utters,  which  were  not  merely  commendatory, 
but  armed  him  with  full  power  to  execute  his  object;  see  v.  14 ; 
26,  12.  For  the  apostle's  age  at  this  time,  see  on  7,  58.  The  Jews 
in  every  country  recognized  the  Sanhedrim  as  their  highest  ec 
clesiastical  tribunal.  In  26,  10  (comp.  v.  14  below),  Paul  says 
that  he  received  his  authority  from  the  dpxiepets,  and  in  22,  5,  from 
the  Trpeo-^vreptov,  which  are  merely  different  modes  of  designating 
the  Sanhedrim ;  see  on  4,  5.  He  says  here  that  he  had  his 
commission  from  the  high-priest ;  which  harmonizes  entirely  with 
the  other  passages,  since  the  high-priest  represented  the  Sanhe 
drim  in  this  act.  On  receiving  Saul's  application,  he  may  have 
convened  that  body,  and  have  been  formally  instructed  to  issue 
the  letters.  The  proposal  was  sufficiently  important  to  engage 
the  attention  of  the  entire  council.  —  eis  Aa/xaor/cov  states  the  local 
destination  of  the  letters.  This  ancient  capital  of  Syria  was  still 
an  important  city,  and  had  a  large  Jewish  population.  It  lay 
northeast  of  Jerusalem,  distant  about  one  hundred  and  forty 
miles,  making  for  those  times  a  rapid  journey  of  five  or  six  days. 
The  route  of  Saul  on  this  expedition  can  only  be  conjectured. 
If  the  Roman  roads  in  Syria  had  been  opened  as  early  as  this, 
he  went  probably  for  the  sake  of  despatch  by  the  way  of  Bethel 
or  Gophna  to  Neapolis,  crossed  the  Jordan  near  Scythopolis,  the 
ancient  Bethshean  (now  Beisan),and  proceeded  thence  to  Gadara, 
a  Roman  city,  and  so  through  the  modern  Hauran  to  Damascus. 
By  another  track  which  coincided  in  part  with  the  preceding,  he 
passed  along  the  base  of  Tabor,  crossed  the  Jordan  a  few  miles 
above  the  Sea  of  Tiberias  (where  Jacob's  bridge  now  is),  and  then 
either  ascended  to  Caesarea  Philippi,  at  the  foot  of  Hermon,  or 
turned  more  abruptly  to  the  right,  and  traversed  the  desert  as 
before  on  the  east  of  Antilebanon.  For  the  details,  see  How- 
son's  Work,  Vol.  I.  p.  102  sq.  —  Trpos  ret?  crwayoryas,  unto  the  syna 
gogues,  i.  e.  the  officers  of  them,  who  were  the  dpxwnWyaryos 
(Luke  8, 49), and  the  Trpccr/Surepoi  associated  with  him  (Luke  7, 3). 
The  former  term  was  sometimes  applied  to  them  both;  see  13, 
15 ;  Mark  5,  22.  These  rulers  formed  a  college,  whose  province 
it  was,  among  other  duties,  to  punish  those  who  deserted  the 
Jewish  faith.  De  Wet  Heb.  Archaeol.  $  244.  Hence  it  belonged 
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to  them  to  discipline  those  who  joined  the  Christian  party ;  or,  as 
it  was  proposed  in  this  instance,  to  carry  them  to  Jerusalem,  it 
was  their  doty  to  aid  Saul  in  his  efforts  to  apprehend  the  delin 
quents. —  rrjs  6SoG,  i.  e.  Ka/  efcO^?/v,  of  the  (well-known  Christian) 
way  in  regard  to  faith,  manner  of  life,  etc.;  comp.  19,  9.  23;  22, 
4  ;  24,  14,  22.  See  the  idea  expressed  more  fully  in  16,  17;  18, 
25.  W.  $  18.  1.  68ou  depends  on  wras  under  the  rule  of  appur 
tenance,  property.  K.  $  273.  2  ;  C.  $  387. 

V.  3.  ev  Se  TO)  7ropeueo-5ai,  K.  r.  X.,  Now  ivhile  he  journeyed,  it 
came  to  pass  (Hebraistic)  that  he,  etc.  —  Aa/xao-KcG  depends  on  the 
verb  (K.  %  284.  3.  2) ;  not  the  dative  of  the  place  ivhither.  —  TreptTJ- 
<rrpcu{/ev  O.VTOV  (£a>s,  a  light  gleamed  around  him.  The  preposition 
in  the  verb  governs  avrov.  In  22,  6,  it  is  repeated,  according  to 
the  rule  stated  on  3,  2.  In  22,  6,  Paul  says  that  the  light  which 
he  saw  was  a  powerful  light,  and  in  26,  13,  that  it  exceeded  the 
splendor  of  the  sun  at  noonday.  That  Luke's  statement  is  the 
more  general  one,  while  the  intenser  expressions  occur  in  Paul's 
recital,  is  what  we  should  expect  from  the  truth  of  the  his 
tory. 

V.  4.  TTCO-WV  CTTI  Tyv  yrjv,  having  fallen  to  the  earth,  probably  from 
the  animal  which  he  rode ;  see  22,  7.  —  T}KOVO-€,  K.  T.  A.  See  also 
22,  7  ;  26,  14.  The  necessary  inference  is,  that  Saul  heard  audi 
ble  words,  and  not  merely  that  an  impression  was  made  upon 
him  as  if  he  heard  them.  It  was  a  part  of  the  miracle  that  those 
who  accompanied  him  heard  the  voice  of  the  speaker,  but  failed 
to  distinguish  the  words  uttered.  The  communication  was  in 
tended  for  Saul,  and  was  understood,  therefore,  by  him  only. 

V.  5.  TI'S  ei,  Kupte;  Wlio  art  thou,  Lord?  He  did  not  know  yet 
that  it  was  Christ  who  addressed  him.  Hence  KvpLe  has  the  sig 
nificance  which  belongs  to  it  as  recognizing  the  fact,  that  an 
angel,  or  perhaps  God  himself,  was  now  speaking  to  him  from 
heaven.  To  suppose  it  used  by  anticipation,  i.  e.  as  denoting  him 
who  proved  to  be  Christ,  makes  it  Luke's  word,  and  is  unnatural. 
Yet  Saul's  uncertainty  could  have  been  but  momentary :  "  con- 
scientia  ipsa  facile  diceret,  Jesum  esse  "  (Bng.). —  The  remainder 
of  the  verse,  as  it  stands  in  the  common  text,  viz.  a-KXrjpov  .... 
XOLKTI'&IV,  has  been  transferred  to  this  place  from  26,  14.  See 
Green's  Developed  Criticism,  p.  98. 

V.  6.  Most  of  the  manuscripts  begin  this  verse  with  dAA.a. 
The  sentence  r/oe/xwv  ....  TTOI^O-CU  (which  the  English  translation 
has  copied)  is  wanting  in  the  best  authorities.  It  rests  chiefly 
upon  some  of  the  early  versions.  The  words  /cat  6  icvpto?  TT/JOS 
avroV  have  been  derived  from  22,  10.  — dAAa  occurs  often  before 

21 


102  COMMENTARY.  CHAP.  IX,  6.  7. 

a  command  abruptly  given;  comp.  10,  20;  26,  16.  W.  j  53.  7; 
K.  $  322  ;  R.  12.  —  KO!  XaX^^o-erat,  «.  r.  X.  It  would  appear  from 
the  speech  before  Agrippa  (see  26,  16-18),  that  Christ  may  have 
made  to  Saul,  at  this  time,  a  fuller  communication  than  Luke 
has  reported  in  this  place.  The  verb  here  (it  shall  be  told  thee, 
etc.)  does  not  exclude  that  supposition;  for  it  may  import  that, 
on  his  arrival  in  the  city,  he  should  be  confirmed  in  what  he  had 
now  heard,  or  instructed  further,  in  regard  to  his  future  labors. 
But  some  prefer  to  consider  Paul's  narrative  before  Agrippa  as 
the  abridged  account.  The  message  which  Ananias  delivered  to 
Saul  (intimated  here  in  v.  15,  but  recorded  more  fully  in  22, 
14-16)  was  a  message  from  Christ;  and  as  the  apostle  makes  no 
mention  of  Ananias  in  26,  16  sq.,  it  is  very  possible  that  he  has 
there,  for  the  sake  of  brevity,  passed  over  the  intermediate 
agency,  and  referred  the  words  directly  to  Christ,  which  Christ 
communicated  to  him  through  Ananias.  This  would  be  merely 
applying  the  common  maxim,  Quod  quis  per  alium  facit,  id  ipse 
fecisse  putatur.  —  ri  o-e  Set  Trotetv,  what  thou  must  do,  is  the  answer 
probably  to  Saul's  question  ri  TTOOJO-O),  what  shall  I  do,  recorded  in 
22,  9.  Set  refers  not  to  duty,  but  the  divine  purpose,  destination ; 
see  22,  10. 

V.  7.  ctoT??K€Mrav  evj/eoi,  were  standing  (see  on  1,  10)  speechless, 
having  stopped  instantly,  overcome  by  amazement  and  terror; 
comp.  €fj.<j>oj3oi  lyivovro  in  22,  9.  The  adjective  is  more  correctly 
written  cveoi.  W.  $  5.  1.  This  verb  often  means  to  stand,  not  as 
opposed  to  other  attitudes,  but  to  be  fixed,  stationary,  as  opposed 
to  the  idea  of  motion ;  comp.  8,  38  ;  Luke  5,  2.  See  the  Class. 
Lexx.  s.  v.  In  this  sense  the  passage  is  entirely  consistent  with 
26,  14,  where  it  is  said  that  when  they  heard  the  voice  they  all 
fell  to  the  ground.  Plainly  it  was  not  Luke's  object  to  say  that 
they  stood  erect  in  distinction  from  kneeling,  lying  prostrate,  and 
the  like;  but  that,  overpowered  by  what  they  saw  and  heard, 
they  were  fixed  to  the  spot;  they  were  unable  for  a  time  to 
speak  or  move.  The  conciliation  winch  some  adopt  (Bng.  Kuin. 
Bmg.)  is  that  they  fell  to  the  ground  at  first,  but  afterwards  rose 
up  and  stood.  It  is  unnecessary  to  urge  this  view ;  but  Zeller's 
objection  to  it  that  cio-r^/ceio-av  as  pluperfect  excludes  a  previous 
falling  is  ungrammatical.  —  aKouovrcg  /ACV  rJ}?  favfjs,  hearing  indeed 
the  voice.  The  genitive  after  this  verb  points  out  the  source  or 
cause  of  the  hearing;  the  accusative  (see  v.  4),  that  which  one 
hears.  See  the  note  on  v.  1.  In  22,  9,  Paul  says,  in  reference 
to  the  same  occurrence,  r»)v  Se  ffruvyv  OVK  fjKova-av  rov  AoAoiWd?  /xot, 
which  we  may  render,  but  they  understood  not  the  voice  of  him 
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speaking  to  me.  In  adding  TOV  AoAowros,  who  spake,  the  writer 
shows  that  he  had  in  mind  the  sense  of  </>coi/rjy,  and  not  the  mere 
sound.  dKov'o),  like  the  corresponding  word  in  other  languages, 
means  not  only  to  hear,  but  to  hear  so  as  to  understand.  Of  the 
latter  usage,  the  New  Testament  furnishes  other  clear  examples. 
1  Cor.  14,  2  .  "  For  he  that  speaketh  in  an  unknown  tongue, 
speaketh  not  unto  men,  but  unto  God ;  for  no  man  understands 
him,"  —  owSet?  yap  O.KOVU;  comp.  v.  16,  where  oxov'ei  passes  into 
oTSe.  Mark  4,  33  :  "  And  with  many  such  parables  spake  he  the 
word  unto  them,  as  they  were  able  to  understand  it,"  —  Ka£u>s 
T/Suvavro  aKovav.  Some  reckon  here  John  6,  60;  Gal.  4,  21,  and 
other  passages.  For  instances  of  this  sense  in  the  classics,  see 
Rob.  Lex.  s.  v.  The  same  usage  exists  in  the  Hebrew.  One  of 
the  definitions  of  aflaizj  (see  Gesen.  Lex.  s.  v.)  is  to  understand. 
In  Gen.  42,  23,  it  is  said  that  Joseph's  brethren  "  knew  not  that 
he  heard  them "  (i.  e.  understood,  in  the  E.  V.) ;  "  for  he  spoke 
unto  them  by  an  interpreter."  See  also  Gen.  11,  7.  The  English 
language  has  the  same  idiom.  We  say  that  a  person  is  not 
heard,  or  that  we  do  not  hear  him,  when,  though  we  hear  his 
voice,  he  speaks  so  low  or  indistinctly  that  we  do  not  understand 
him.  The  intelligence  of  the  writer  of  the  Acts  forbids  the  idea  of 
a  palpable  contradiction  in  the  two  passages.  Since  in  22, 9  we  have 
<f>wvriv,  and  here  in  v.  7  ^wnjs,  some  would  attribute  to  the  genitive 
a  partitive  sense,  i.  e.  something  of  the  voice,  or  indistinctly.  But 
the  difference  does  not  hold ;  for  in  22,  7,  Paul  says  of  himself 
rJKovo-a  t^an^s,  where  he  cannot  mean  that  he  had  only  a  confused 
perception  of  what  was  said  to  him.  Some  prefer  to  vary  the 
sense  of  <£WVTJ,  viz.  noise  or  sound  in  this  place,  but  voice  in  22,  9. 
But  allowing  the  word  to  admit  of  that  distinction  (see  on  2,  6), 
it  is  much  less  common  than  the  proposed  variation  in  <XKOUW,  and 
much  less  probable  here,  since  the  use  of  the  verb  would  be 
varied  in  passages  so  remote  from  each  other,  whereas 
would  have  different  senses  in  almost  successive  verses.  — 
Sf.  ^ewpotWes,  but  seeing  no  one  who  could  have  uttered  the  voice. 
This4  appears  to  be  denied  of  Saul's  companions,  in  opposition  to 
what  was  true  of  him,  viz.  that  simultaneously  with  the  light  he 
had  seen  a  personal  manifestation  of  Christ ;  comp.  v.  17  ;  22,  18. 
That  he  saw  the  speaker  as  well  as  heard  him,  we  may  infer 
from  the  language  of  Barnabas  in  v.  17,  and  that  of  Ananias  in 
v.  17  and  22,  14.  To  the  fact  of  his  having  a  view  of  the  glori 
fied  Saviour  at  this  time,  Paul  alludes  probably  in  1  Cor.  9,  1, 
where  he  mentions  his  having  seen  the  Lord  as  an  evidence  of 
his  equality  with  the  other  apostles.  See  the  note  on  1,3.  Ne- 


104  COMMENT AKY.  CHAP.  IX,  8-12. 

ander,  De  Wette,  Meyer,  Osiander,  Thiersch,  and  others,  find  such 
an  allusion  in  that  passage. 

V.  8.  avewy/xcVwv  ....  avrov,  and  when  his  eyes  were  opened,  i.  e. 
his  eyelids,  which  he  had  spontaneously  closed  when  struck  with 
the  gleaming  light.  This  expression  refers  usually  to  the  recov 
ery  of  one's  eyesight,  as  in  Matt.  9,  30 ;  John  9,  10. 20.  etc. — ovSeVa 
€/3Ae7re,  saw  no  one,  i.  e.  of  his  companions,  because  he  was  now 
blind ;  or,  which  is  a  better  reading,  ouSeV,  saw  nothing,  and  hence 
being  unable  to  see  at  all,  must  be  led  by  the  hand;  not  no  one 
from  whom  the  voice  came  (Bng.),  since  we  must  have  here 
an  explanation  of  the  next  clause. 

V.  9.  /A?)  /SAtTrwv  (subjective  negative),  not  seeing  as  opposed 
to  a  possible  idea  of  the  reader  that  Saul  might  have  regained 
his  sight  ere  t'his ;  whereas  ov  (objective)  in  the  next  clause 
states  the  historical  fact.  W.  $  55.  5.  Meyer,  in  his  last  edition, 
recalls  his  remark  that  the  negatives  are  interchanged  here. 

VERSES  10-18.     Ananias  is  sent  to  Saul,  and  baptizes  him. 

V.  10.  That  Ananias  was  one  of  the  seventy  disciples  is  an 
unsupported  conjecture  of  some  of  the  older  writers.  —  6  Kvpios, 
i.  e.  Christ,  see  v.  17.  —  I8ov  eyw  =  iasn.  This  answer  implies 
that  the  person  hears,  and  waits  to  listen  further ;  comp.  Gen.  22, 
1.  7;  27,  1;  1  Sam.  3,  8,  etc. 

V.  11.  For  dvao-ra?,  see  on  v.  18.  — pvp-rjv,  street,  or  more  strict 
ly  alley,  lane  (comp.  Luke  14,  21)  ;  =  <rrei/w7ro's  in  the  later  Greek. 
See  Lob.  ad  Phryn.  p.  40,  and  R.  and  P.  Lex.  s.  v.  —  T^V  /caXov/xe- 
v*)v  evSelav,  ivhich  is  called  straight.  The  principal  street  in  Da 
mascus  at  present  runs  through  the  city  from  east  to  west,  and  is 
remarkably  straight  in  some  parts,  as  well  as  narrow.  The  Ori 
ental  Christians  say  that  this  is  the  street  in  which  Saul  lodged. 
The  traces  of  a  triple  colonade  are  reported  to  be  found  in  the 
adjacent  houses  on  both  sides  of  the  street,  and  if  so  they  show 
that  the  present  street,  though  not  so  wide,  follows  at  least  the 
line  of  an  ancient  street  of  the  city.  But  even  in  that  case  it 
may  be  questioned  whether  pv^rj  would  be  applied  to  a  thorough 
fare  adorned  with  works  of  so  much  splendor.  —  Tapa-ea,  a  native 
of  Tarsus  (22,  3),  see  on  v.  30. — yap  Trpoaevxera.^  for  he  prays.  The 
act  is  then  taking  place,  and  is  mentioned  as  a  reason  why  Ana 
nias  might  be  sure  of  a  favorable  reception.  He  is  informed  of 
the  vision  also  because  that  served  in  like  manner  to  prepare  the 
way  for  his  visit. 

V.  12.     /ecu  elSei/,  K.  T.  A..,  and  saw  a  man,  (made  known  to  him 
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in  the  vision  as)  Ananias  by  name ;  a  breviloquence  like  that  in 
15  9.  —  eTTi^eVra  aura)  x*Wa>  P^ac^nS  hand  upon  him,  as  a  sign  of 
the  benefit  which  he  was  to  be  the  medium  of  communicating ; 
comp.  on  6,  6.  The  expression  is  indq£nite,  like  that  in  12,  1. 
Lachmann  thinks  the  authority  sufficient  to  read  ra9  x^Pa<s»  as  m 
v.  17. —  (wxySAei/o/,  might  look  up,  open  his  eyes  and  see.  This 
sense  is  not  common  out  of  the  New  Testament.  It  is  found 
(a  case  not  usually  cited)  at  the  close  of  Plut.  de  sera  Num.  vin- 
dicta. 

V.  13.  The  reply  of  Ananias  shows  how  fearful  a  notoriety 
as  a  persecutor  Saul  had  acquired.  Compare  26,  10.  —  oo-a  Aca/co, 
how  great  evils.  —  TOIS  ayi'ois  o-ov,  unto  thy  saints,  i.  e.  those  conse 
crated  to  him,  and  so  his.  This  term,  as  applied  in  the  New 
Testament,  refers  to  the  normal  or  prescribed  standard  of  Chris 
tian  character,  rather  than  the  actual  one.  See  1  Cor.  1,  2,  as 
compared  with  1  Cor.  3,  2 ;  11,  21,  etc.  It  belongs  to  all  who 
profess  to  be  disciples,  and  does  not  distinguish  one  class  of  them 
as  superior  to  others  in  point  of  excellence. 

V.  14.  e^ec  e£ou<riav.  Ananias  may  have  received  letters  from 
the  Christians  at  Jerusalem ;  or  those  who  came  with  Saul  may 
have  divulged  the  object  of  the  journey  since  their  arrival.  — 
TOVS  eTriKoAou/xeVovs  TO  wo/xa  crou,  those  who  call  upon,  invoke  in 
prayer,  thy  name;  comp.  2,  21  ;  7,  59 ;  1  Cor.  1,  2.  This  partici 
ple  is  middle,  not  passive.  The  Greek  for  those  on  tvhom  thy  name 
is  called  would  be  like  that  in  15,  17.  The  expression  here  is  the 
one  which  the  Seventy  commonly  use  to  translate  D'ra  snj3,  a 
well  known  formula  in  the  Old  Testament  signifying  to  worship. 
Gesenius  (Lex.  p.  938)  says  with  reference  to  this  phrase :  To 
call  on  the  name  of  God  is  to  invoke  his  name,  i.  e.  to  praise,  cel 
ebrate,  worship  God.  Of  course,  we  are  to  attach  the  same 
meaning  to  the  words  in  the  New  Testament.  Hence  this  lan 
guage,  which  states  a  fact  so  characteristic  of  the  first  Christians 
that  it  fixed  upon  them  the  name  of  callers  upon  Christ,  shows  that 
they  were  accustomed  to  offer  to  him  divine  honor.  See  on  7,59. 

V.  15.  cr/ctvo?  €/<A.oyi}s,  a  vessel  (2  Cor.  4,  7),  instrument,  of  choice, 
i.  e.  a  chosen  instrument.  For  this  use  of  the  genitive,  see  on  7 ', 
30.  The  similar  examples  in  Greek  belong  rather  to  poetry.  It 
is  a  common  idiom  in  Hebrew.  Gesen.  Heb.  Gr.  $  104.  — 
rdo-ai,  to  bear,  continues  the  metaphor  in  cr/ceOo?  (Alf.).  — 
kings,  rulers  of  the  highest  class;  comp.  17,  7  ;  John  19,  15.  Paul 
stood  as  a  witness  for  Christ  before  the  governors  of  Cyprus, 
Achaia,  and  Judea,  and  before  Herod  Agrippa  and  probably  Nero. 
—  vlcuv  'lo-paijA.  The  progress  of  the  narrative  will  show  how 
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faithfully  he  executed  this  part  of  his  mission.  Though  he  was 
the  great  apostle  of  the  Gentiles,  he  never  ceased  to  preach  to 
his  countrymen. 

V.  16.  e'yoj  yap,  K.  r.  A:,  For  I  will  show  him  by  experience,  will 
cause  him  to  learn  in  the  course  of  his  life  (Bng.  Mey.).  Ac 
cording  to  De  Wette,  it  means  that  God  would  teach  him  by 
revelation  ;  but  this  verb  is  not  employed  to  denote  the  commu 
nication  of  knowledge  in  that  manner.  The  statement  here  con 
firms  the  declaration  that  Saul  would  accomplish  so  much  for  the 
cause  of  Christ ;  for  (yap)  he  was  to  suffer  much,  and  his  labors 
woqld  be  efficient  in  proportion  to  his  sufferings. 

V.  17.  etTre,  K.  T.  A.  The  address  of  Ananias  to  Saul  is  reported 
more  fully  in  22,,  14  sq.  He  salutes  him  as  brother  (d8eA<£e),  not 
as  of  the  same  stock  nationally  (2,  29;  21,  1  ;  28,  17),  but  as 
having  now  '.'obtained  like  precious  faith"  with  himself.  He 
could  apply  that  title  to  Saul  with  confidence  after  having  received 
such  information  in  regard  to  the  state  of  his  mind,  and  the  sphere 
of  labor  to  which  Christ  had  called  him. — 'I^crous ....  TJPX<™-  Luke's 
account  of  the  communication  to  Ananias  passes  over  this  part  of 
it.  77,  in  this  clause,  in  which,  omits  the  preposition  because  the 
antecedent  has  it  (a  species  of  attraction) ;  comp.  o  Trpoo-KtKA^/zai 
in  13,  2.  Mat.  $  595.  4.  c. — K<U  TrA^cr^s,  K.T.  A.,  and  mayest  befitted 
with  the  Holy  Spirit,  i.  e.  receive  abundantly  the  extraordinary 
gifts  and  qualifications  which  he  would  need  as  an  apostle  (comp. 
Gal.  2,  7  sq.).  ^  See  the  note  on  1,  8. 

V.  18.  obreTreow  ....  oxret  AeTriSes,  there  fell  off  from  Ids  eyes  as 
if  scales.  This  means  that  he  experienced  a  sensation  as  if  such 
/lad  been  the  fact,  oxrei  shows  that  it  was  so  in  appearance,  not 
in  reality ;  comp.  2,  3 ;  6,  15,  etc.  .  The  nature  of  the  injury  which 
his  eyes  had  suffered  we  cannot  determine  ;  but  it  is  certain  that 
the  recovery  from  the  injury  was  instantaneous  and  complete. 
We  may  suppose  that  Luke  had  often  heard  Paul  relate  how  he 
felt  at  that  moment.  —  di/ao-rds,  having  risen  up,  and  (if  need  be) 
gone  forth  to  the  place  of  baptism ;  comp.  Luke  4,  38  (see  Rob. 
Lex.  s.  v.  II.  1.  a);  or  simply,  having  made  himself  ready,  i.  e. 
without  delay;  comp.  Luke  15,  18.  On  this  Hebraistic  use  of  the 
word,  see  Gesen.  Lex.  p.  919;  W.  $  65.  4.  c.  It  is  impossible  to 
infer  from  it  that  he  was  baptized  in  the  house  of  Judas,  or  that 
he  was  not.  Damascus  at  the  present  day  abounds  in  water,  and 
all  the  better  houses  have  a  reservoir  in  their  court,  or  stand  be 
side  a  natural  or  an  artificial  stream.  See  Robinson,  Vol.  III.  p. 
400.  —  Aa/fov  rpo^v,  having  taken  food  after  the  fast  of  the  three 
days,  see  v.  9. 
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VERSES  19-22.      The  Labors  of  Paul  at  Damascus. 

V.  19.  /ieru  TO>}/  /xa$T/rcoi/,  with  the  disciples,  in  private  inter 
course  with  them.  —  i?/xcpa?  ni/as,  certain  days,  denotes  too  brief  a 
period  to  apply  to  the  entire  residence  at  Damascus  (Neand.  De 
Wet.  Mey.). 

V.  20.  Kat  cv&'u?,  and  immediately,  after  the  clays  spent  in  the 
society  of  the  Christians  there.  —  tKrjpvcro-e  TOV  'Irjcrovv  =  c/oypvcnre 
on  6  'Irprovs  eVrtv,  K.  r.  A. ;  see  on  3,  10.  'Irjcrovs  is  the  individual 
or  personal  name  of  the  Saviour  ;  and  it  was  the  apostle's  object 
to  establish  the  identity  of  Jesus  with  the  Son  of  God,  or  the 
promised  Messiah  ;  comp.  v.  22. 

V.  21.  6  Trop^TJo-as,  wJw  destroyed,  put  to  death;  see  22,  3. — 
ovofia  TOVTO,  viz.  that  of  Jesus  (v.  20).  The  form  of  the  remark 
adapts  itself  to  the  narrative. — w§e,  hither,  after  a  verb  of  motion; 
here  in  v.  14.  —  cts  TOVTO  anticipates  the  next  clause.  —  For  ap^te- 
pct?,  see  on  4,  6.  —  The  astonishment  expressed  here  proceeded 
from  the  Jews,  whom  Paul  addressed  in  the  synagogues.  Most 
of  the  Christians  at  Damascus  must  have  been  apprised  of  the 
change  in  his  character  before  he  appeared  ui  public. 

V.  22.  SavAos  Se,  K.  r.  A.,  But  Saul  was  more  strengthened,  i.  e. 
in  his  faith,  see  16,  5;  Rom.  4,  20.  This  remark  describes  his 
state  after  the  lapse  of  some  time  subsequent  to  his  conversion. 
It  is  made  apparently,  not  merely  to  indicate  his  Christian  pro 
gress,  but  to  suggest  why  he  preached  with  such  convincing 
power.  —  orv/A/3i/3a£u>i>,  K.  T.  A.,  proving  that  this  one  is  the  Christ. 
ovro?  recalls  'I^crow  in  v.  20  the  more  readily,  because  TOVTO  inter 
venes  in  v.  21. 

VERSES  23-25.      The  Flight  of  Paul  from  Damascus. 

V.  23.  a)?  8e  .  .  .  .  IKO.VO.L,  Now  when  many  days  were  accom 
plished.  At  this  place,  probably,  we  are  to  insert  the  journey  into 
Arabia,  which  the  apostle  mentions  in  Gal.  1,  17.  So  Neander, 
Hemsen,  Meyer,  and  others.  That  Luke  makes  no  allusion  to 
this  journey  agrees  with  the  summary  character  of  his  history 
generally,  in  relation  to  the  early  portion  of  Paul's  life.  It  will  be 
observed,  he  does  not  say  that  the  "  many  days  "  \vere  all  spent 
at  Damascus,  but  that  many  had  elapsed  since  his  first  arrival, 
before  the  escape  which  took  place  under  the  circumstances  nar 
rated.  Hence  the  language  leaves  us  at  liberty  to  suppose  that 
he  passed  more  or  less  of  the  intermediate  period  elsewhere. 
The  time  that  Paul  was  absent  in  Arabia  belongs  probably  to  the 
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earlier  part  of  the  rj^pai  wavac,  rather  than  the  latter  ;  for  in  Gal. 
1,  17  he  mentions  Arabia  before  Damascus,  as  if  the  former 
country  was  the  first  important  scene  of  his  apostieship.  The 
time  which  he  spent  in  Arabia  formed  not  improbably  a  large 
part  of  the  three  years  before  his  return  to  Jerusalem  ;  for  that 
supposition  explains  best  the  fact  that  he  was  still  so  unknown 
there  as  a  Christian,  see  v.  26.  Some  critics,  as  Olshausen,  Eb- 
rard,  Sepp,1  would  place  the  excursion  into  Arabia  between  v.  25 
and  v.  26.  The  objection  to  that  view  is,  that  the  apostle  must 
then  have  come  back  to  Damascus  (TraAtv  v-Trca-Tpeij/a  eis  Aaju,ao-KoV 
in  Gal.  1,  17),  in  the  face  of  the  deadly  hostility  on  the  part  of  the 
Jews  which  had  already  driven  him  from  that  city. 

V.  24.  eyi/ojo-£>7  TO)  ^av\<a,  became  known  by  Saul,*to  him.  For 
the  dative  after  the  passive,  see  on  5,  9.  The  discovery  enabled 
the  apostle  to  escape  the  danger.  —  TraperT/pow  ras  TruAas,  .were 
watching  the  gates,  i.  e.  with  the  aid  of  soldiers  whom  the  gov 
ernor  placed  at  their  disposal,  so  that  the  act  of  guarding  the 
city  could  be  ascribed  to  the  Jews,  as  in  this  passage,  or  to  the 
ethnarch,  as  in  2  Cor.  11,  32.  The  Jews  at  this  time  were  influ 
ential  as  well  as  numerous  at  Damascus,  and  could  easily  enlist 
the  government  on  4heir  side.  —  Sia  TOT)  ret^ou?,  through  the  wall, 
and  at  the  same  time  Sta  ^vpt'Sos  6\a  rov  ret^ov?,  through  a  window 
through  the  wall,  as  is  stated  in  2  Cor.  11,  33,  i.  e.  as  commonly 
understood  through  the  window  of  a  house  overhanging  the  wall. 
Compare  Josh.  2,  15;  1  Sam.  19,  12.  Houses  are  built  in  that 
manner,  in  Eastern  countries,  at  the  present  day.  A  wood-cut 
representing  such  a  window  may  be  seen  in  Howson's  Work, 
Vol.  I.  p.  124.2  —  ev  o-7ru/oiSi,  in  a  basket.  That  those  who  aided 
Paul's  escape  should  have  used  a  basket  for  the  purpose,  was 
entirely  natural,  according  to  the  present  customs  of  the 
country.  It  is  the  sort  of  vehicle  which  people  employ  there 
now  if  they  would  lower  a  man  into  a  well,  or  raise  him  into 
the  upper  story  of  a  house.  See  Illustrations  of  Scripture, 
p.  69. 


1  Das  Leben  Christi,  von  Dr.  Job.  Rep.  Sepp,  Band,  IV.  p.  47. 

2  Possibly  another  explanation  may  be  the  correct  one.     A  few  steps  to  the  left 
of  Bab-es-Shurkeh,  the  gate  on  the  east  side  of  Damascus,  I  observed  two  or  three 
windows  in  the  external  face  of  the  wall,  opening  into  houses  on  the  inside  of  the 
city.    If  Saul  was  let  down  through  such  a  window  (which  belongs  equally  to  the 
house  and  the  wall),  it  would  be  still  more  exact  to  interchange  the  two  expres 
sions  ;  that  is,  we  could  say,  as  in  the  Acts,  that  he  escaped  "  through  the  wall," 
or  as  in  the  Epistle  to  the  Corinthians,  that  he  escaped  "  through  a  window  through 
tl-e  wall." 
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VERSES  26-31.     Paul  returns  to  Jerusalem,  and  from  there  goes  to 

Tarsus. 

V.  26.  This  is  Paul's  first  journey  to  Jerusalem  since  his  con 
version,  and  took  place  in  A.  D.  39.  See  Introduct.  $  6.  1.  His 
motive  for  this  step,  as  he  states  in  Gal.  1,  18,  was  that  he  might 
make  the  acquaintance  of  Peter.  —  /coAAacr&xi,  to  associate  with 
them  as  one  of  their  own  faith.  —  Travre?  €</>O/?OWTO,  K.  r.  A.  If 
Paul  had  spent  most  of  the  last  three  years  at  Damascus,  we 
should  suppose  that  the  report  of  his  labors  during  that  time 
would  have  reached  Jerusalem,  and  prepared  the  way  for  his  more 
cordial  reception.  On  the  contrary,  if  he  had  been  withdrawn 
for  the  most  part  from  their  knowledge,  in  the  more  retired  re 
gion  of  Arabia,  it  is  less  surprising  that  they  now  regarded  him 
with  suspicion.  The  language,  according  to  either  view,  it  wilf 
be  observed,  does  not  affirm  that  they  had  never  heard  of  his  con 
version,  but  that  they  could  not  readily  persuade  themselves  that 
it  was  sincere.  The  sudden  appearance  of  Voltaire  in  a  circle 
of  Christians,  claiming  to  be  one  of  them,  would  have  been  some 
thing  like  this  return  of  Saul  to  Jerusalem  as  a  professed  disciple. 

V.  27.  Bapva/2as  stood  high  among  the  disciples  at  Jerusalem 
(4,  36 ;  11,  22).  No  one  out  of  the  circle  of  the  apostles  could 
have  interposed  a  more  powerful  word  in  behalf  of  Saul.  —  Trpos 
TOVS  aTrocrroAovs,  unto  the  apostles,  viz.  Peter  and  John  (Gal.  1,  19). 
The  other  apostles  were  probably  absent  from  Jerusalem  at  this 
time.  —  oV/Ty^o-aTo,  related  fully,  since  they  may  have  heard  a  re 
port  of  the  occurrence,  but  had  received  no  definite  information 
concerning  it.  He  could  add  also  his  own  personal  testimony  to 
the  truth  of  what  had  come  to  their  ears.  —  mos  ....  eTrapp^o-tacr- 
aro.  He  had  been  himself  probably  a  witness  of  Paul's  zeal  at 
Damascus;  and  for  that  reason,  and  because  his  labors  there 
were  more  recent,  he  says  nothing  of  the  residence  in  Arabia.  — 
ci/  T(3  ovofjMTi  TOV  M^cTou,  in  the  name  of  Jesus,  as  the  sphere  of  his 
preaching  (Mey.) ;  not  in  virtue  of  authority  from  him. 

V.  28.  fy  /ACT'  CLVTW,  was  with  them,  during  fifteen  days,  as  we 
learn  from  Gal.  1,  18.  —  eio-Tropevop-evos  /cat  e/cTropevo/xevos,  going  in 
and  going  out,  i.  e.  in  the  exercise  of  his  ministry,  as  results  from 
the  next  clause.  For  the  import  of  this  Hebraism,  see  on  1,  21. 

V.  29.  Trpos  rous  'EAArji/urra?.  See  note  on  6,  1.  He  addressed 
himself  to  them  because  he  himself  was  a  foreign  Jew,  and  was 
familiar  with  the  Greek,  which  they  also  spoke.  It  has  been 
conjectured  that  one  of  the  festivals  may  have  been  in  progress 

22 
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at  this  time,  and  that  these  Hellenists  had  come  to  Jerusalem  on 
that  account.  Compare  John  12,  20.  —  foggc^w,  attempted;  im 
perfect  because  they  were  seeking  the  opportunity  to  kill  him.  We 
are  not  to  suppose  that  they  had  ventured  as  yet  on  any  open 
act. 

V.  30.  eTTtyvoVre?  8e  ot  d<$eA<j!>ot,  But  the  brethren  having  ascer 
tained,  viz.  their  hostile  design.  Paul  departed  in  conformity 
with  their  advice.  We  learn  from  22,  17,  that  another  motive 
concurred  with  this :  he  was  informed  in  a  vision  that  God  would 
have  him  occupy  a  different  field  of  labor.  Without  that  revela 
tion  he  might  have  thought  it  best  to  remain,  in  defiance  of  the 
present  danger,  and  notwithstanding  the  importunity  of  his 
friends;  comp.  21,  13.  It  is  a  mark  of  truth  that  we  find  Luke 
stating  the  outward  impulse",  the  apostle  the  inner  ground.  —  In 
ta-njyayov  the  preposition  marks  the  descent  to  the  sea-coast.  — 
For  Ccesarea,  see  on  8,  40.  For  the  route  hither  from  Jerusalem, 
see  on  23,  31.  —  /cat  e^aTreo-reiAav,  K.  r.  X.,  and  they  sent  him  forth  to 
Tarsus.  Tin's  city  was  the  capital  of  Cilicia,  on  the  river  Cyd- 
nus.  It  possessed  at  this  time  a  literary  reputation  which  rivalled 
that  of  Athens  and  Alexandria.  It  had  received  important  polit 
ical  privileges  both  from  Antony  and  Augustus,  but  did  not  enjoy 
the  right  of  Roman  citizenship.  See  the  note  on  22,  29.  —  We 
might  conclude  from  the  statement  here,  that  Paul  went  directly 
to  Tarsus  by  sea.  That  inference,  it  has  been  said,  contradicts 
Gal.  1,21,  where,  speaking  of  this  journey,  Paul  puts  Syria  be 
fore  Cilicia,  as  if  he  went  to  the  latter  country  through  the  for 
mer.  It  is  to  be  noticed  that  these  two  countries  are  always 
named  in  that  order  (see  15,  23.  41),  and  that  order  agrees  with 
the  land-route  from  Jerusalem  to  Cilicia,  which  was  the  one  more 
commonly  taken.  Hence  Paul  may  have  adhered  to  that  order 
in  Gal.  1,  21,  from  the  force  of  association,  though  in  this  instance 
he  went  first  to  Cilicia,  and  from  there  made  missionary  excur 
sions  into  Syria.  But  if  any  one  prefers,  he  can  suppose,  with 
De  Wette,  that  Paul  took  ship  at  Caesarea,  and  then  landed  again 
at  Seleucia ;  or  with  Winer,  Riickert,  and  others,  that  Syria,  in 
the  Epistle  to  the  Galatians,  included  a  part  of  the  region  be 
tween  Jerusalem  and  Csesarea.  The  term  had  sometimes  that 
wider  sense.  Some  have  fixed  on  Caesarea  in  the  north  of  Pal 
estine  as  the  place  meant  here ;  but  in  that  case  the  epithet  which 
distinguishes  the  less  celebrated  city  from  the  other  would  have 
been  added,  as  in  Matt.  16,  13;  Mark  8,  27.  —  In  these  regions 
of  Syria  and  Cilicia,  Paul  remained  four  or  five  years  ;  for  he 
went  thither  from  Jerusalem  in  A.  D.  39  (see  on  v.  26),  and  left 
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for  Antioch  in  A.  D.  43  (see  on  11,  26).  That  he  was  occupied 
during  this  time  in  laboring  for  the  spread  of  the  gospel,  is  not 
only  to  be  inferred  from  the  character  of  the  man,  but  is  expressly 
stated  in  Gal.  1,  21-23.  Further,  in  the  sequel  of  the  narrative, 
(15,  23.  41),  we  find  churches  existing  here,  the  origin  of  which 
is  unknown,  unless  we  suppose  that  they  were  planted  by  Paul's 
instrumentality  at  this  time.  It  is  not  an  irrelevant  reflection, 
which  Mr.  Howson  suggests,  that  during  this  residence  of  Paul 
in  his  native  land  "  some  of  those  Christian  '  kinsmen,'  whose 
names  are  handed  down  to  us  (Rom.  16,  7.  11.  21),  possibly  his 
sister,  the  playmate  of  his  childhood,  and  his  sister's  son,  who 
afterwards  saved  his  life  (23,  16  sq. ),  may  have  been  gathered 
by  his  exertions  into  the  fold  of  Christ."  The  apostle  reappears 
next  in  11,  25. 

VERSES   31-35.      Peter  preaches  at  Lydda,   and  heals  a  Para 
lytic. 

V.  31.  at  /xev  ovv,  K.  r.  A.,  The  churches  now  ....  had  peace,  i.  e. 
rest  from  the  persecution  which  they  had  suffered  since  the  death 
of  Stephen.  It  had  continued  for  three  years  (see  v.  26),  if  the 
subject  of  this  paragraph  be  next  in  order  after  the  preceding 
one.  It  is  not  certain  that  Luke  mentions  the  cause  of  this  res 
pite.  As  Lardner,  De  Wette,  and  others  suggest,  it  may  have 
been  owing  to  the  troubles  excited  by  the  order  of  Caligula,  to 
have  his  image  set  up  in  the  temple.  (Jos.  Antt.  18.  8.  2-9.)  The 
Jews  may  have  been  too  much  engrossed  by  their  opposition  to 
that  measure  to  pursue  the  Christians,  ovv  in  that  case  takes 
up  again  the  main  thread  of  the  history  after  the  digression  re 
lating  to  Paul.  Meyer  makes  it  strictly  illative  from  v.  3-30,  as 
if  the  peace  was  the  result  of  Paul's  conversion  and  labors.  But 
as  he  began  to  act  on  the  side  of  the  Christians  so  soon  after  the 
death  of  Stephen,  we  should  then  have  too  brief  an  interval  for  the 
persecution.  Copies  vary  between  CKKA^O-UU  and  cKKXyo-ta,  but  favor 
the  latter. — roAtXata?.  This  is  our  only  notice  of  the  existence  of 
churches  in  that  native  land  of  the  apostles. — otKoSo/xou/Aevat,  being 
built  up,  i.  e.  in  faith  and  piety ;  see  1  Cor.  8,  1 ;  14,  4 ;  1  Thes. 
5,  11,  etc.  It  is  contrary  to  usage  to  understand  it  of  external 
organization.  It  does  not  refer  to  the  increase  of  numbers,  since 
that  is  the  idea  of  the  verb  which  follows.  The  E.  V.  makes  this 
participle  a  verb,  and  separates  it  from  its  natural  connection  in 
the  sentence.  —  7rop€vo/xevat=^bn,  walking;  a  common  Hebraism, 
to  denote  a  course  of  conduct.  —  ru>  </>o/2o>  rcO  *vpiov,  in  the  fear  of 
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the  Lord,  in  conformity  with  that  state  of  mind  ;  dative  of  rule  or 
manner.  W.  $  31.  6.  b.  —  /cat  ry  TrapaKA^trei  rov  ayiov  Trvcu/Aaros, 
belongs  not  to  Troptvopevat,  but  to  tTrXrjSwovTo,  of  which  it  assigns 
the  cause.:  and  by  the  aid,  persuasive  energy,  (Kuin.  Mey.  Rob.), 
of  the  Holy  Spirit  were  multiplied.  That  sense  of  Tra/aa/cXijo-ct  is 
not  certain.  De  Wette  :  The  power  of  consolatory  discourse  con 
ferred  by  the  Spirit  on  those  who  preached ;  comp.  4,  36. 

V.  32.  Peter  may  have  left  Jerusalem  soon  after  the  departure 
of  Paul ;  see  on  v.  27.  —  Sicp^o^vov,  K.  r.  \.}  passing  through  all 
the  believers  in  that  part  of  the  country.  After  TTIXI/TCOV  supply 
aytW  (Bng.  Mey.  De  Wet.),  not  roVtm/  (Kuin.  Wiesl.);  comp.  20, 
25;  Rom.  15,  28.  The  narrative  assumes  that  the  gospel  had 
been  preached  here  already  (see  8,  44)  ;  and  this  was  a  tour  of 
visitation.  —  K<H,  ako,  includes  the  saints  at  Lydda  among  the 
TTOLVTW.  In  crossing  the  plain  from  Yafa  or  Joppa  to  Ramleh, 
the  traveller  sees  a  village  with  a  tall  minaret  in  the  southeast, 
and  on  inquiring  the  name  is  told  that  it  is  Lud  or  Lid.  It 
stands  on  the  ancient  line  of  travel  between  Jerusalem  and 
Csesarea.  It  is  the  modern  representative  of  the  Lydda  in  our 
text. 

V.  33.  His  name  may  indicate  that  JEneas  was  a  Greek,  or 
Hellenistic  Jew.  He  was  probably  a  believer,  as  faith  was  usu 
ally  required  of  those  who  received  the  benefits  of  the  gospel.  — 
e£  irwv  OKTCO,  since  eight  years,  for  so  long  a  time.  —  Kpa/3/3aru>,  pal 
let,  as  in  5,  15. 

V.  34.  a-rpwa-ov  creavTu>,  spread  for  thyself,  i.  e.  thy  bed,  not  in 
future  (Kuin.),  but  immediately  (De  Wet.  Mey.).  Others  had 
performed  that  office  for  him  hitherto.  He  was  now  to  evince  his 
restoration  by  an  act  which  had  been  the  peculiar  evidence  of 
his  infirmity.  The  object  of  the  verb  suggests  itself;  it  is  not 
strictly  an  ellipsis. 

V.  35.  eTSov  CLVTOV,  saw  him  after  his  recovery,  whom  they  had 
known  before  as  a  confirmed  paralytic. — Travresmay  be  restricted, 
as  suggested  on  3,  18.  —  rov  ^dpwva  =  ynisrt,  the  Plain.  It  ex 
tended  along  the  sea-coast  from  Joppa  to  Csesarea,  about  thirty 
miles.  Here  the  part  nearest  to  Lydda  appears  to  be  meant. 
Some  have  thought  (Win.  Realw.  II.  p.  383)  that  Saron  may 
designate  here  a  village  of  that  name.  —  omves  eTreWpei/w,  K.  r.  A.., 
who,  influenced  by  the  miracle,  turned  unto  the  Lord,  see  v.  42  ; 
not  who  had  turned  (Kuin.).  In  the  latter  case,  the  import  of  the 
remark  would  be  that  the  miracle  was  a  credible  one,  because  it 
was  so  well  attested.  Such  an  apologetic  interest  is  foreign  to 
Luke's  manner. 
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VERSES  36-43.     Peter  visits  Joppa. 

V.  36.  'IOTTTH;,  Joppa  (Jon.  1,  3)  was  northwest  from  Lydda 
(.see  on  v.  32),  the  present  Japha,  or  Yafa,  on  the  sea-coast. —  Tab- 
itha  =  x-j-aa  is  Chaldee,  and  means  a  gazelle.  We  may  infer 
from  it  her  Jewish  origin.  To  her  Greek  friends  she  may  have 
been  known  also  by  the  other  name. — /cat  eA.o^cxrwan',  and  (es 
pecially)  alms,  deeds  of  charity  ;  KCU,  explicative. 

V.  37.  Aovo-ai/re<>,  K.  T.  A..,  having  washed,  they  placed  her  in  the 
upper  chamber  of  the  house  where  they  were.  As  the  limitation 
suggests  itself,  the  article  is  omitted.  W.  $19.  1.  It  is  inserted 
in  v.  39,  because  there  it  points  back  to  this  place.  It  was  cus 
tomary  among  the  Hebrews  for  women  to  perform  this  rite  ;  but 
as  Luke  would  specify  here  the  act  rather  than  the  agency,  he 
employs  the  masculine  of  the  participle,  equivalent  to  the  indefi 
nite  "  they."  W.  $  27.  6. 

V.  38.  eyyu's  governs  'IOTTTT^  as  an  adverb.  The  distance  be 
tween  the  places  is  ten  or  twelve  miles.  —  aTreo-retXav.  It  is  not 
said  that  they  sent  for  him  with  any  definite  expectation  of  a 
miracle.  It  was  natural  that  they  should  desire  his  presence 
and  sympathy  at  such  a  time. 

V.  39.  ets  TO  vTrepwov,  into  the  upper  chamber.  The  body  was 
usually  kept  here  when  for  any  reason  the  interment  was  de 
layed.  See  Jahn's  Archseol.  $  204  ;  Win.  Realw.  I.  p.  467.  They 
had  been  waiting  in  this  instance  for  the  arrival  of  Peter.  —  al 
Xrjpa-i,  the  widows,  who  had  been  the  objects  of  her  benevolence, 
and  who  now  mourned  the  death  of  their  benefactress.  Every 
one  must  be  struck  at  the  natural  manner  in  which  this  beautiful 
incident  is  introduced. — ^tron/as  KOL  i/^arta,  tunics  and  coats,  such 
as  were  worn  by  men  and  women.  The  omission  of  the  article 
(suggestive  of  a  wrong  sense  as  inserted  in  E.  V.)  shows  thai 
they  presented  specimens  only  of  her  industry.  Some  of  the 
garments  may  have  been  worn  by  those  present,  and  others  have 
been  laid  up  for  future  distribution.  —  ocra,  which  all,  which  so 
many,  not=:a  simply,  which.  —  cTrotet  (imperf),  was  accustomed  to 
make. 

V.  40.  €K/3aAa>v  ....  Travra?,  But  having  put  all  forth,  caused 
them  to  retire ;  not  with  violence,  see  Mark  5,  40  ;  John  10,  4. 
The  object  may  have  been  to  secure  himself  from  observation 
and  interruption,  while  he  prayed  with  fervor  and  agony.  Elisha 
pursued  the  same  course,  for  the  same  reason  probably,  when  he 
restored  to  life  the  Shunarnite's  son ;  see  2  Kings  4,  33 ;  also 
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Matt.  9,  25. —  Trpo(rr)v£aTo.  Peter  would  address  his  prayer  to 
Christ ;  for  the  apostles  wrought  their  miracles  in  his  name  ;  see 
v.  34  ;  3,  6.  16;  4,  10.  —  dvcum^i,  arise,  stand  erect.  Peter  speaks 
as  one  who  felt  assured  that  his  prayer  had  prevailed,  see  Matt 
17,  20. 

V.  42.  eyeVcro  draws  its  subject  from  the  context,  viz.  the  mir 
acle. —  eTri  TOV  Kvpiov,  upon  the  Lord,  Christ,  whose  gospel  had 
been  so  signally  attested  as  true. 

V.  43.  Peter  remained  here  many  days,  because  the  place  was 
large,  and  the  people  evinced  a  preparation  for  the  reception  of 
the  word. — (3vpa-ci,  a  tanner.  The  more  scrupulous  ^J^ws  regarded 
such  an  occupation  as  unclean,  and  avoided  those  who  pursued  it. 
The  conduct  of  Peter  here  shows  that  he  did  not  carry  his  preju 
dices  to  that  extent. 


CHAPTER    X. 

VERSES  1-8.     The  Vision  of  Cornelius,  the  Centurion. 

V.  1.  eKaTon-apx*?9  is  often  interchanged  with  tKaToi/rap^os  (21, 
32;  22,  25,  etc.).  The  first  is  the  prevalent  form  in  the  later 
Greek.  W.  $  8.  1.  The  word  has  a  uniform  termination  in  some 
copies  of  the  text.  —  oWp???  IraXiK^s.  Some  suppose  this  cohort 
to  have  belonged  to  the  legio  Italica,  or  Italica  prima,  of  which 
we  read  in  Tacitus  (Hist.  1.  59,  64,  etc.) ;  but  the  fact  stated  by 
Dio  Cassius  (55.  24)  is  overlooked,  that  this  legion  was  raised  by 
Nero,  and  consequently  was  not  in  existence  at  this  period  of  our 
narrative.  While  no  ancient  writer  has  left  any  notice  confirm 
ing  Luke's  accuracy  in  this  passage,  it  so  happens  that  an  inscrip 
tion  in  Gruter  1  informs  us  that  volunteer  Italian  cohorts  served 
in  Syria,  i.  e.  Italian  or  Roman  soldiers,  who  enlisted  of  their 
own  accord,  instead  of  being  obliged  to  perform  military  service 
(see  Diet,  of  Antt.  art.  Velones).  It  is  generally  supposed  that 
the  Roman  cohorts,  instead  of  being  incorporated  always  with  a 
particular  legion,  existed  often  separately.  It  is  probable  that 
such  an  independent  cohort  was  now  stationed  at  Caesarea, 

1  Copied  in  Ackerman's  Numismatic  Illustrations  of  the  Narrative  Portions  of 
the  New  Testament,  p.  34. 
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called  the  Italian,  because  it  consisted  of  native  Italians  where 
as  the  other  cohorts  in  Palestine  were  levied  for  the  most  part 
from  the  country  itself.  See  Jos.  Antt.  14.  15.  10;  Bell.  Jud.  1. 
17.  1.  Compare  the  note  on  27,  1.  It  is  worthy  of  remark,  as 
Tholuck1  suggests,  that  Luke  places  this  Italian  cohort  precisely 
here.  Caesarea  was  the  residence  of  the  Roman  procurator  (see 
on  8,  40)  ;  and  it  was  important  that  he  should  have  there  a  body 
of  troops  on  whose  fidelity  he  could  rely. 

V.  2.  eucre^?  ....  $€oV,  devout  and  fearing  God.  All  the  cen 
turions  in  the  New  Testament  appear  in  a  favorable  light 
(Hmph.).  See  27,  3  ;  Matt.  8,  5 ;  Luke  7,  2.  The  one  here  was  a 
worshipper  of  Jehovah,  but  had  not  submitted  to  circumcision,  or 
avowed  publicly  the  Jewish  faith.  The  opinion  that  he  was  a 
proselyte  disagrees  with  v.  28.  34  ;  11,  1.  8  ;  15,  7  ;  for  those  pas 
sages  show  that  he  was  regarded  by  the  Jews  at  this  time  as 
belonging  still  to  a  heathen  community.  Cornelius  was  one  of 
those  men,  so  numerous  in  this  effete  age  of  idolatry,  who  were 
yearning  for  a  better  worship,  a.nd  under  that  impulse  had  em 
braced  the  pure  theism  of  the  Old  Testament,  so  much  superior 
to  every  other  form  of  religion  known  to  them.  They  attended 
the  synagogues,  heard  and  read  the  Scriptures,  practised  some  of 
the  Jewish  rites,  and  were  in  a  state  of  mind  predisposing  them 
to  welcome  the  gospel  of  Christ  when  it  was  announced  to  them. 
This  class  of  persons  furnished  the  greater  part  of  the  first  Gentile 
converts. — TW  Aao>,  the  people,  viz.  of  the  Jews;  comp.  v.  42;  26, 
17.  23  ;  28,  17.  Perhaps  Luke  7,  5  brings  to  view  one  of  the 
ways  in  which  he  applied  his  benefactions. 

V.  3.  lv  opa.fjLa.TL  may  be  understood  of  an  inner  or  of  an  out 
ward  vision  (Neand.).  —  favepus,  distinctly,  applies  better  to  a  per 
ceptive  act  than  to  an  act  of  consciousness.  eTSev  is  ambiguous 
in  that  respect.  —  oxm  wpav  Iwdr^v,  about  the  ninth  hour,  in  the 
course  of  it;  accusative  of  time  how  long.  Bernh.  Synt.  p.  116. 
This  hour  was  one  of  the  Jewish  hours  of  prayer  (3,  1). 

V.  4.  rt  COTI  ;  What  is  it  which  is  designed  or  desired  1  —  Foi 
Kupie,  see  the  remark  on  9,  5.  —  Trpoo-eu^at  and  e'Aoy/xoo-tVat,  which 
belong  to  one  verb  here,  are  assigned  to  two  verbs  in  v.  31.  — 
cts  fjivrjuoo-wov,  for  a  memorial,  as  such  (see  on  7,  21),  i.  e.  he  was 
now  to  receive  evidence  of  his  being  remembered,  inasmuch 
as  God  was  about  to  open  a  way  for  his  attainment  of  the  peace 
of  mind  which  he  had  so  anxiously  sought. 

V.  5.     Joppa  was  about  thirty  miles  south  of  Caesarea. — 

1  Die  Glaubwiirdigkeit  der  Evangelischen  Geschichtc,  p.  174. 
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Tre/xi^at  is  middle,  because  he  was  to  execute  the  act  through  the 
agency  of  others.  K.  $  250.  R.  2;  B.  $  135.  8.  —  2t>WJ/a  .... 
Herpes.  Both  names  are  given,  so  as  to  prevent  mistake  as  to  the 
individual  whom  the  messengers  were  to  find.  This,  too,  is  the 
reason  for  describing  so  minutely  his  place  of  abode. 

V.  6.  Trapa  SdXao-o-av,  by  the  sea-s/wre,  viz.  that  of  the  Mediter 
ranean.  Luke  states  a  fact  here ;  the  ground  of  it  we  learn  from 
other  sources.  The  sanatory  laws  of  the  ancients,  it  is  said,  re 
quired  tanners  to  live  out  of  the  city ;  "  non  solum  ob  niortua 
animalia,  quorum  usum  ipsa  eorum  opificii  ratio  efflagitabat,  sed 
etiam  ob  fcetidos  in  eorum  ofUcinis  et  asdibus  odores  et  sordes.' 
Walch,  Dissertationes,  etc.,  Vol.  I.  p.  125.  The  convenient  pros 
ecution  of  their  business  required  that  they  should  be  near  the 
water. — ouros  AaArjcrei  croc  rt  o-e  SeiTroieu/,  at  the  close  of  this  verse,  in 
the  common  text,  was  inserted  in  conformity  with  9,  6  ;  10,  32. 

V.  7.  <I)s  8e  <x7n/A$ev,  K.  T.  A.  He  despatched  the  messengers, 
therefore,  on  the  same  day,  although  it  was  so  far  advanced  (v. 
3);  comp.  e£avn}?  in  v.  33.  —  6  AaAwv  must  be  taken  as  imper 
fect;  comp.  John  9,  8  (De  Wet).  —  ran/  7rpoo-Kaprepoi;Wa>v  aiV<3,  of 
those  (sc.  soldiers)  who  waited  upon  him,  who  stood  ready  to  per 
form  those  personal  services  which  he  might  require.  Kuinoel's 
idea  is  that  they  acted  as  a  house-sentry.  —  cvcre/3fj  accords  with 
the  description  of  the  centurion's  family  in  v.  2. 

VERSES  9-16.      The    Vision  of  Peter. 

V.  9.  TT)  eVavptov,  on  the  morrow,  after  their  departure  from 
Csesarea.  —  eVi  TO  Soo/xa,  upon  the  house-top,  the  roof  which,  accord 
ing  to  the  Oriental  manner,  was  flat,  or  but  slightly  inclined.  It 
was  the  place  often  chosen  for  the  performance  of  religious  du 
ties.  Jahn's  Archaeol.  $  24.  The  situation  does  not  expose 
one  necessarily  to  public  view.  A  wall  or  balustrade  three  or 
four  feet  high  surrounds  many  of  the  roofs  in  the  East,  where  a 
person  may  sit  or  kneel  without  being  observed  by  others.  Moses 
required  (Deut.  22,  8)  that  every  house  should  have  such  a  pro 
tection. 

V.  1 0.  Trpoo-Tretvos  occurs  only  here.  The  law  of  analogy  shows 
it  to  be  intensive,  very  hungry.  —  r/^eAe  yeixracr&u,  desired  to  eat ; 
not  would  have  eaten.  —  Trapao-Keva^oWwv  Se  e'/ceiVtuv,  While  they  now 
(not  but)  were  preparing,  i.  e.  for  the  evening  repast;  see  v.  9. 
The  pronoun  refers  to  those  in  the  family  where  Peter  was  en 
tertained. —  e/coTao-is  —  eV  Trveupm  (Rev.  1,  10),  i.  e.  a  trance,  or 
rapture,  whereby  (if  we  may  so  express  it)  he  was  transported 
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out  of  himself,  and  put  into  a  mental  state  in  which  he  could  dis 
cern  objects  beyond  the  apprehension  of  man's  natural  powers. 
See  11,  5;  22,  17.  —  In  the  mode  of  instruction  which  God  em 
ployed  in  this  instance,  he  adapted  himself  to  the  peculiar  cir 
cumstances  in  which  Peter  was  placed.  "  The  divine  light  that 
was  making  its  way  to  his  spirit  revealed  itself  in  the  mirror  of 
sensible  images,  which  proceeded  from  the  existing  state  of  his 
bodily  frame  "  (Neand.) 

V.  11.  #ewpei,  beholds  with  wonder  (see  on  4,  13).  —  ovcevo's  ™, 
a  certain  vessel,  receptacle,  which  ws  oSovrjv  ^yaXrjv  describes  more 
definitely  as  a  great  sheet.  —  reWapcnv  ....  yf}s>  bound  by  four 
corners  or  ends  (anarthrous,  since  the  number  was  not  definite 
of  itself),  and  (thus)  let  down  upon  the  earth.  The  conception  of 
the  scene  suggested  by  the  text  is  that  of  the  sheet  upheld  by 
cords  attached  to  its  four  points,  and  suspended  from  above  by 
an  unseen  power.  This  is  the  common  view,  and,  I  think,  the 
correct  one.  Meyer  understands  ap^cus  of  the  four  corners  of 
heaven,  i.  e.  east,  west,  north,  and  south,  to  which  the  four  ends 
of  the  sheet  were  fastened.  Neander  inclines  to  that  interpreta 
tion,  appals  with  such  a  reference  would  seem  to  demand  the 
article,  as  much  as  the  translation  into  English  and  German.  — 
Lachmann  expunges  Se&ejueW  KCU,  after  A,  B,  C,  and  some  other 
authorities;  but  probably  the  omission  of  the  words  in  11,  5  led 
to  their  omission  here. 

V.  12.  rrdvTa  TO,  rerpaTroSa,  all  the  quadrupeds,  i.  e.  as  to  their 
varieties,  not  individually.  The  text  here  is  confused.  rfs  yfc  is 
to  be  retained,  no  doubt,  but  should  follow  epTrera  (Lchm.  Mey. 
Tsch.).  —  KCU  TO.  Srjpia  before  /cat  ra  cpTrera  is  not  found  in  the  con 
trolling  manuscripts.  It  is  evident  that  the  text  in  11,  6  has  in 
fluenced  the  text  in  this  passage. 

V.  13.  dva<rrdV  See  on  9,  18.  Yet  Peter  may  have  been 
kneeling,  or  reclining,  at  that  moment  (Mey.).  —  Sva-ov  KOL  <£aye, 
slay  and  eat,  i.  e.  any  one  of  the  creatures  exhibited  to  him,  with-' 
out  regard  to  the  distinction  of  clean  or  unclean. 

V.  14.  Trav,  preceded  by  the  negative,  is  a  Hebraism  for  ov&ev ; 
comp.  Matt.  24,  22  ;  Rom.  3,  20  ;  Eph.  5,  5.  The  two  modes  of 
expression  present  the  idea  from  different  points  of  view.  That 
of  the  Hebrews  excepts  every  thing  from  the  action  of  the  verb  ; 
that  of  the  Greeks  subjects  nothing  to  it.  Gesen.  Heb.  Gr.  $  149. 
1 ;  W.  §  26.  1.  —  KOLVOV  is  the  opposite  of  aytov,  common,  unholy 
As  this  s.ense  was  unusual,  the  more  explicit  aKaSaprov  follows. 

V.  15.  a  6  $eo<?  e/ca^apio-e,  What  God  cleansed,  i.  e.  declared  by 
this  symbolic  act  to  be  clean.  The  aorist  and  perfect  should  not 
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be  confounded  here.  Verbs  in  Hebrew  have  often  this  declar 
ative  sense;  comp.  Lev.  13,  3.  8.  13;  16,  30;  Ezek.  43,  3;  Jer.  1, 
10,  etc.  See  Gesen.  Heb.  Lex.  s.  ifta.  An  approximating  usage 
exists  in  Greek.  —  <rv  ^  KOWOV,  call  not  thou  common,  av  is  con 
trasted  with  $eo9.  It  is  not  usual  to  insert  the  first  or  second 
personal  pronoun  as  the  subject  of  a  verb,  unless  it  be  emphatic. 
K.  §  302.  1 ;  B.  $  129.  14.  The  imperative  is  present  because  he 
was  committing  the  prohibited  act  at  the  time.  Compare  the 
note  on  7,  60. 

V.  16.  TOT/TO  refers  to  the  repetition  of  the  voice,  not  to  the 
vision  as  seen  three  times.  Those  who  understand  it  in  the  lat 
ter  way  overlook  TraXw  CK  Sevre/aov  just  before.  The  command  was 
reiterated,  in  order  to  impress  the  words  more  deeply  on  the  mind 
of  Peter. 


VERSES   17-22.     The  Messengers  arrive  at  Joppa. 

V.  17.  Sirpropa,  was  perplexed,  uncertain.  —  ri  av  dy,  ivhat  it 
might  be,  signify;  comp.  Luke  8,  9;  John  10,  6.  He  must  have 
been  convinced  that  such-  a  revelation  was  not  designed  merely 
to  announce  the  abolition  of  a  ceremonial  custom ;  but  it  was  not 
yet  evident  to  him  how  much  the  principle  comprehended,  and 
especially  in  what  practical  manner  he  was  to  exhibit  his  libera 
tion  from  the  scruples  by  which  he  had  been  bound  hitherto.  — 
o  elSe,  which  he  had  seen ;  comp.  on  1,2.  —  KOL  iSov,  then  behold,  as 
in  1,  10.  —  Siep^mjo-avres,  a  strengthened  sense,  having  inquired 
out.  The  tanner  was  an  obscure  man  and  not  to  be  found  in  a 
moment  —  CTTI  rov  7rv\a>va,  unto  the  gate,  which  opened  directly  into 
the  house  or  court ;  not  the  porch,  vestibule,  since  the  more 
splendid  houses  only  had  that  appendage  (De  Wet.)  ;  comp. 
Matt.  26,  71. 

V.  18.  <£toV7Jcrai/Tes,  sc.  riva  (see  v.  7),  having  called  some  one, 
or,  without  any  object,  having  called,  announced  their  presence. 
—  et  £evi£erai,  if  he  lodges.  The  present  tense  turns  the  question 
into  a  direct  form.  The  use  of  the  two  names  again  (v.  5)  is  not 
unmeaning.  So  many  persons  were  called  Simon,  that  the  stran 
gers  must  be  minute  in  their  inquiry. 

V.  19.  Siev^u/Aou/zeVov  is  stronger  than  Iv^v^ov^ivov  in  the  com 
mon  text :  earnestly  considering.  The  first  is  the  better  attested 
word.  —  rpeis  after  avSpes  should  be  omitted.  It  was  added  from 
v.  7;  11,  11. 

V.  20.  (iXXa,  but,  turns  the  discourse  to  a  new  point ;  comp. 
9,  6.  —  prSkv  StaKpivo/xevos,  making  no  scruple^  i.  e.  to  go  with  them, 
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although   they   are   heathen.  —  eyw  =  Trveu/xa  in  V.  19.  — 
t's,  sent  them;  not  perfect  (E.  V.). 

V.  21.  TOUS  a7reoTaA./Aei>ou?  UTTO  rov  Kopv^Xiou  TT/JOS  avrov  defines 
;  and  since,  in  the  public  reading  of  the  Scriptures,  a  new 
section  began  here,  the  words  were  necessary  in  order  to  suggest 
the  connection.  This  accounts  for  our  finding  them  in  a  few 
copies.  The  preponderant  testimony  is  against  them. 

V.  22.  (jLapTvpovfjievos  occurs,  as  in  6,  3.  —  exp^/urno^,  was  di 
vinely  instructed;  comp.  Matt.  2,  12.  In  the  classics  this  word 
refers  to  a  communication  made  in  reply  to  a  question  ;  but  in 
the  New  Tetsament  and  the  Septuagint  it  drops  that  relative 
sense.  —  prj^ara,  words,  instruction;  comp.  AaA?j<m  croi  in  v.  32. 
The  first  account  of  the  vision  (v.  4  sq.)  omits  this  partic 
ular. 

VERSES  23-33.     Peter  proceeds  to  Ccesarea. 

V.  23.  rrj  eiravptav,  on  the  morrow  after  the  arrival  of  the  mes 
sengers.  —  rive?  rah>  a$e\<f>wv.  They  are  the  six  men  mentioned  in 
11,  12.  We  are  not  informed  of  their  object  in  accompanying  the 
apostle.  They  may  have  gone  as  his  personal  friends  merely,  or 
from  a  natural  desire  to  know  the  result  of  so  extraordinary  a 
summons.  In  his  defence  before  the  church  of  Jerusalem  (see 
11,  1  sq.),  Peter  appealed  to  these  brethren  to  confirm  his  state 
ments.  Some  have  conjectured  that  he  may  have  foreseen  the 
necessity  of  that  justification,  and  took  the  precaution  to  secure 
the  presence  of  those  who  would  be  acknowledged  as  impartial 
Jewish  witnesses. 

V.  24.  rfj  t-rravpLov,  on  the  morrow  after  leaving  Joppa  ;  comp.  v. 
9.  Thirty  miles  (see  on  v.  5)  was  more  than  a  single  day's  jour 
ney  in  the  East.  It  must  be  the  truth  which  brings  out  such 
accuracy  in  these  details.  —  For  efe  in  the  verb  repeated  be 
fore  the  noun,  see  on  3,  2.  —  rous  dray/cat'ov?  <£i'A.ov?,  his  intimate 
friends.  The  classical  writers  combine  the  words  with  that 
meaning  (Kypk.  Wetst). 

V.  25.  a)?  8e,  K.  r.  A..,  Now  as  it  came  to  pass  that  Peter  was  en 
tering,  Cornelius  having  met  him,  viz.  at  the  door,  or  in  the  court 
of  the  house.  The  first  interview  appears  to  have  taken  place 
there,  and  then  the  centurion  and  the  apostle  proceeded  to  the 
room  where  the  company  were  assembled  ;  see  v.  27.  —  tVi  TOUS 
TroSa?,'  upon  the  feet,,  viz.  of  Peter,  which  he  may  have  embraced 
at  the  same  time  ;  comp.  Matt.  28,  9.  —  Trpoo-e/cwqo-ev,  paid  rever 
ence,  viz.  by  prostrating  himself  in  the  Oriental  manner.  Since 
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Cornelius  acknowledged  Jehovah  as  the  true  God,  and  must  have 
regarded  him  as  the  only  proper  object  of  worship,  it  is  difficult 
to  believe  that  he  intended  this  as  an  act  of  religious  homage. 
The  description  of  his  character  in  v.  2  and  v.  22  cannot  be  easily 
reconciled  with  the  imputation  of  such  a  design.  See  more-  on 
the  next  verse. 

V.  26.  OLVTOV  rjycipe,  raised  him  up,  caused  him  to  rise  by  the 
command  addressed  to  him.  —  Kayob  avrbs,  K.  r.  A,.,  I  also  myself  am 
a  man,  as  well  as  you.  Peter  may  have  been  surprised  at  such  a 
mode  of  salutation  from  a  Roman,  whose  national  habits  were  so 
different ;  he  had  reason  to  fear  that  the  centurion  had  mistaken 
his  character,  was  exceeding  the  proper  limits  of  the  respect  due 
from  one  man  to  another.  He  recoiled  at  the  idea  of  the  possi 
bility  of  having  a  homage  tendered  to  him,  which  might  partake 
of  the  reverence  that  belongs  only  to  God.  In  other  words,  it  is 
more  probable  that  Peter,  in  his  concern  for  the  divine  honor, 
warned  the  centurion  against  an  act  which  he  apprehended,  than 
that  the  centurion  committed  an  act  so  inconsistent  with  his  re 
ligious  faith.  That  inconsistency  is  so  much  the  less  to  be  ad 
mitted,  because  Peter  had  just  been  represented  in  the  vision  so 
distinctly  as  a  man.  The  apostles  claimed  no  ability  to  know  the 
hearts  or  thoughts  of  men,  except  as  their  actions  revealed  them. 
Compare  with  this  conduct  of  Peter  that  of  Paul  and  Barnabas 
at  Lystra  (14,  14  sq.).  The  Saviour,  on  the  contrary,  never  re 
pressed  the  disposition  of  his  disciples  to  think  highly  of  his  rank 
and  character.  He  never  reminded  them  of  the  equality  of  his 
nature  with  their  own,  or  intimated  that  the  honor  paid  to  him 
was  excessive.  He  received  their  homage,  whatever  the  form  in 
which  they  offered  it,  however  excited  the  state  of  mind  which 
prompted  it.  This  different  procedure  on  the  part  of  Christ  we 
can  ascribe  only  to  his  consciousness  of  a  claim  to  be  acknowl 
edged  as  divine. 

V.  27.  orwo/xtAwv  O.VTU),  conversing  with  him  (Whl.  Rob.);  comp. 
o/xtXeTv  in  20,  11 ;  24,  26;  Luke  24,  14.  15.  Some  render  accom 
panying  him,  which  is  too  self-evident  to  be  stated  so  formally. 
The  first  sense  is  peculiar  to  Luke.  —  ei<r»}A.$e,  went  in,  perhaps 
into  an  upper  room ;  see  on  1,  13. 

V.  28.  a)?  may  qualify  the  adj ective,  how,  in  what  degree  ( Mey.) , 
or  coTiV,  how  it  is  (knowledge  and  fact  accordant).  —  aSefjuTov,  un 
lawful.  The  Jews  professed  to  ground  this  view  on  the  laws  of 
Moses;  but  they  could  adduce  no  express  command  for 'it,  or 
just  construction  of  any  command.  No  one  of  the  N.  T.  writers 
employs  this  word,  except  Peter  here  and  in  1  Pet.  4,  3. — 
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KoAXa<r3at,  K.  r.  X.,  to  associate  with  (5,  15),  or  come  unto,  one  of 
another  nation.  The  second  verb  evolves  the  sense  of  the  first. 
dXXo<£i;Xot  is  applied  to  the  Philistines  in  1  Sam.  13,  3-5  (Sept.), 
and  to  the  Greeks  in  1  Mace.  4,  12.  It  has  been  said  that  Luke 
has  betrayed  here  an  ignorance  of  Jewish  customs ;  since  the 
Jews,  though  they  refused  to  eat  with  the  uncircumcised  (Gal.  2, 
12),  did  not  avoid  all  intercourse  with  them.  But  the  objection 
presses  the  language  to  an  extreme.  We  are  to  limit  such  gen 
eral  expressions  by  the  occasion  and  the  nature  of  the  subject. 
The  intercourse  with  the  Gentiles,  represented  here  as  so  repug 
nant  to  Jewish  ideas,  was  such  intercourse  as  had  now  taken 
place ;  it  was  to  enter  the  houses  of  the  heathen,  partake  freely 
of  their  hospitality,  recognize  their  social  equality.  In  accord 
ance  with  this,  we  find  /coXXao-^at  exchanged  for  crWc/>ayes  in  11, 
3 ;  the  word  there  may  be  supposed  to  define  the  word  here. 
Be  Wette  objects  that  the  act  of  eating  has  not  been  mentioned; 
but  it  is  not  mentioned  anywhere,  and  yet  the  subsequent  accu 
sation  against  the  apostle  alleges  it  as  the  main  offence.  The 
act  was,  doubtless,  a  repeated  one ;  see  v.  48.  An  instance  of 
it  may  have  preceded  the  utterance  of  the  words  here  in  question. 
Nothing  would  be  more  natural,  at  the  close  of  such  a  journey, 
than  that  the  travellers  should  be  supplied  with  the  means  of 
refreshment  before  entering  formally  on  the  object  of  the  visit. 
Considered  in  this  light,  Peter's  declaration  in  this  verse  agrees 
entirely  with  that  of  Josephus  ( Cont.  Ap.  2.  28)  :  "  Those  for 
eigners  (dXXo'c/wXot)  who  come  to  us  without  submitting  to  our 
laws,  Moses  permitted  not  to  have  any  intimate  connections 
with  us;"  see  also  Ib.  2.  36.  Compare  John  18,  28.-  /cat  e/tot, 
K.  T.  X.,  and  (in  opposition  to  that  Jewish  feeling)  God  showed  me, 
viz.  by  the  vision. 

V.  29.  Sib  KOU,  K.  T.  A.,  Therefore  I  also  came,  i.  e.  he  was  not 
only  instructed,  but  obeyed  the  instruction,  /cat  connects  rj\9ov 
With  tSa£e.  —  dravrippTJrws  —  ava/xc/u/^oAajs,  ivithout  delay,  (Heysch.). 
It  is  a  later  Greek  word. — TLVL  Xoyo>,  ivith  what  reason,  for  what 
object;  dative  of  the  ground  or  motive.  W.  $  31.  6.  c.  Peter 
was  already  apprised  that  Cornelius  had  sent  for  him  in  conse 
quence  of  a  revelation,  but  would  desire  naturally  to  hear  a  fuller 
statement  of  the  circumstances  from  the  centurion  himself.  The 
recital  may  have  been  necessary,  also,^  for  the  information  of 
those  who  had  assembled. 

V.  30.  d-TTo  rera/DTTy?  T^ie/oas,  K.  r.  X.,  has  received  different  ex 
planations.  (1.)  From  tlie  fourth  day  (prior  to  the  vision)  was  I 
fasting  unto  this  Jiour,  i.  e.  unto  an  hour  corresponding  to  that 
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which  was  then  passing,  viz.  the  ninth  (Hnr.  Neand.  De  Wet.). 
According  to  this  view,  Cornelius  had  been  fasting  four  days 
at  the  time  of  the  angel's  appearance  to  him.  (2.)  From  the 
fourth  day  (reckoned  backward  from  the  present)  unto  this  hour, 
i.  e.  he  was  observing  a  fast  which  began  four  days  before  and 
extended  up  to  the  time  then  present.  It  was  on  the  first  of  the 
days  that  he  saw  the  angel.  But  rj/^v  as  past  represents  the  fast 
as  having  terminated,  and  so  would  exclude  returns  r^s  upas. 
Meyer  in  his  second  edition  abandons  this  view  for  the  next. 
(3.)  From  the  fourth  day  (reckoning  backward  as  before)  i.  c. 
four  days  ago  unto  this  hour  in  which  he  was  then  speaking 
(Bug.  Kuin.  Olsh.).  The  fast  commenced  with  the  day  and  had 
continued  unbroken  until  the  ninth  hour,  when  the  angel  ap 
peared.  This  view  agrees  with  the  number  of  days  which  had 
elapsed  since  the  angel's  communication,  viz.  four,  and  allows 
time  enough  for  the  abstinence  to  justify  the  use  of  vrjtrrtvw. — rj/x^v 
is  an  imperfect  middle,  rare  out  of  the  later  Greek.  W.  §  14.  2. 
b;  B.  $  108.  IV.  2.  —  KOL  rty  «Wn?v  &pav,  and  daring  the  ninth 
hour  (accusative  as  in  v.  3)  ;  so  that  (ravnys  —  ewanjv)  it  was 
about  three  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  when  Peter  arrived  at  Cse- 
sarea.  —  dv^p  lv  ecr^^n  XafjiTrpa,  —  ayyeXov  TOV  Stov  in  V.  3.  See  1, 
11. 

V.  31.  clsyKovaSr],  was  heard  (not  is  in  E.  V.),  and  so  IpvrpT&j- 
<rav,  were  (not  are)  remembered;  comp.  also  v.  4.  He  is  assured 
now  of  the  approval  of  his  acts ;  the  acts  were  approved  when 
he  performed  them.  —  rj  Trpoo-ev^  refers  more  especially  to  his 
prayer  at  this  time.  But  the  answer  to  this  prayer  was  an 
answer  to  his  other  prayers,  since  the  burden  of  them  had  doubt 
less  been,  that  God  would  lead  him  to  a  clearer  knowledge  of 
the  truth,  and  enable  him  to  attain  the  repose  of  mind  which  a 
conscience  enlightened,  but  not  yet  "  purged  from  a  sense  of 
evil,"  made  it  impossible  for  him  to  enjoy.  Hence  Trpocrev^at  in 
v.  4,  could  be  exchanged  here  for  the  singular. 

V.  32.  Tre/A^ov  ovv,  Send,  therefore,  because  in  this  way  he 
would  obtain  the  evidence  that  he  was  approved. — /xera/caXeo-ai 
exemplifies  the  usage  of  the  middle  noticed  on  v.  5.  —  The  ver 
bal  accuracy  here  as  compared  with  v.  5,  is  natural.  There  was 
but  one  way  to  report  the  words  of  such  a  message.  The  angel's 
voice  and  mien  had  left,  an  impression  not  to  be  effaced. 

V.  33.  !£OVTJ}S  agrees  with  the  narrative  in  v.  7.  —  KaXw?  eVot^- 
o-as,  thou  hast  done  well  (see  3  John  v.  6) ;  a  common  phrase  ex 
pressive  of  the  gratification  which  a  person  derives  from  the  act 
of  another  (Wetst.  Raph.).  For  the  construction,  comp.  Phil.  4, 
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14.  —  IVWTTIOV  TOV  $eov  ,  in  the  sight  of  God,  with  a  consciousness 
of  his  presence ;  and  hence  prepared  to  hear  and  obey  his  mes 
sage.  This  is  a  reason  why  Peter  should  speak  with  freedom 
and  confidence.  "  Terra  bona;  inde  fructus  celerrimus"  (Bng.) 

VERSES  34-43.     The  Address  of  Peter. 

V.  34.  See  the  remark  ondvoj&xsro  o-ro/xa  in  8,  35.  —  Trpoo-wTro- 
X^Trrt]^  is  a  word  coined  to  express  concretely  the  idea  of  0^22  ttbs : 
respecter  of  persons,  i.  e.  here  partial  in  the  way  of  regarding  one 
man  as  better  than  another,  on  the  ground  of  national  descent. 

V.  35.  SCKTOS  aurw  torn,  is  acceptable  to  him,  i.  e.  his  righteous 
ness,  his  obedience  to  the  divine  will,  as  far  as  it  extends,  is  as 
fully  approved  Of  God,  though  he  be  a  Gentile,  as  if  he  were  a 
Jew.  It  is  evident  from  VaTaAa/A/^ai/o^ai,  that  6  foftovpevos  avrov 
/cat  epya£o'/xevos  St/catoo-wrjv  describes  the  centurion's  character  be 
fore  his  acceptance  of  the  gospel,  and,  consequently,  that  Se/cros 
aura)  applies  to  him  as  a  person  still  destitute  of  faith  in  Christ. 
That  Peter  did  not  intend,  however,  to  represent  his  righteous 
ness,  or  that  of  any  man,  prior  to  the  exercise  of  such  faith,  as 
sufficient  to  justify  him  in  the  sight  of  God,  is  self-evident ;  for 
in  v.  43  he  declares  that  it  is  necessary  to  believe  on  Christ,  in 
order  to%  obtain  "  the  remission  of  sins  ;  "  comp.  also,  15,  11.  The 
antithetic  structure  of  the  sentence  indicates  the  meaning.  6 
<£o/3ou//.£vos,  K.  T.  A.,  is  the  opposite  of  OVK  TrpocrwTroAT/Tm/s,  i.  e.  God 
judges  man  impartially;  he  approves  of  what  is  excellent,  in 
those  of  one  nation  as  much  as  in  those  of  another ;  he  will  con 
fer  the  blessings  of  his  grace  as  readily  upon  the  Gentile  who 
desires  to  receive  them,  as  upon  the  Jew.  In  other  words,  since 
the  apostle  has  reference  to  the  state  of  mind  which  God  requires 
as  preparatory  to  an  interest  in  the  benefits  of  the  gospel,  the 
righteousness  and  the  acceptance  of  which  he  speaks  must  also 
be  preparatory,  i.  e.  relative,  and  not  absolute.1 

V.  36.  The  construction  is  uncertain,  but  the  most  simple  is 
that  which  makes  Adyov  depend  on  oioWe,  in  apposition  with  pr^a. : 
The  word  ivkich  he  sent  ....  (I  say)  ye  know  the  thing  that  was 
done,  etc.  So  essentially,  Kuinoel,  Meyer,  Winer,  and  others. 
See  W.  $  62.  3.  Others  refer  Xoyov  to  what  precedes,  and  supply 
Kara  or  take  the  accusative  as  absolute:  the  ivord  (viz.  that  God 
is  thus  impartial)  ivhich  he  sent,  etc.  (Bng.  Olsh.  DC  Wet). 
That  mode  of  characterizing  the  contents  or  message  of  the  gos- 

1  Neander's  remarks  on  this  passage,  in  his  Planting  of  the  Christian  Church, 
deserve  attention ;  see  the  close  of  the  first  Section  or  Book. 
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pel  is  unusual.  The  structure  of  the  sentence  is  no  smoother 
in  this  case  than  in  the  other.  A  recent  writer1  has  proposed  to 
construe  euayyeXt£d/A€j/os  as  a  predicate  of  6  <£o/3ov/xei/og,  K.  r.  X. :  he 
that  fears  God  is  acceptable  to  him  ....  having  announced  (to  him) 
as  glad  tidings,  peace,  etc.  But  the  participle  in  this  position  can 
not  be  separated  without  violence  from  the  subject  of  aTreWetXc, 
nor  is  the  accusative  in  any  other  instance  retained  after  this 
verb  in  the  passive;  comp.  Matt.  11,  5;  Heb.  4,  2.  The  con 
struction  would  be  correct  in  principle,  but  is  not  exemplified.  — 
uTreo-retXe,  K.  r.  X.,  sent  to  the  sons  of  Israel,  i.  e.  in  the  first  instance, 
as  in  3,  26 ;  13,  26.  That  priority  Peter  concedes  to  the  Jews. — 
cipr)VT}v,  peace,  reconciliation  to  God  procured  through  Christ; 
comp.  Rom.  5,  1.  10 ;  not  union  between  the  Jews  and  Gentiles 
(De  Wet.),  an  effect  of  the  gospel  too  subordinate  to  be  made 
so  prominent  in  this  connection.  The  apostle  restates  the  idea 
in  v.  43.  —  OUTOS  ....  Kvpios,  This  one  is  Lord  of  all.  TTO.VTWV  is 
masculine,  not  neuter.  Peter  interposes  the  remark  as  proof  of 
the  universality  of  this  plan  of  reconciliation.  The  dominion  of 
Christ  extends  over  those  of  one  nation,  as  well  as  of  another; 
they  are  all  the  creatures  of  his  power  and  care,  and  may  all 
avail  themselves  of  the  provisions  of  his  grace.  Compare  Rom. 
3,  29.  30  ;  10,  12. 

V.  37.  otSare,  K.  T.  X.,  implies  that  they  had  already  some 
knowledge  of  the  life  and  works  of  Christ.  The  fame  of  his 
miracles  may  have  extended  to  Csesarea  (see  Matt.  15,  21; 
Mark  7,  24) ;  or  Philip,  who  resided  there  (8,  40),  may  have  be 
gun  to  excite  public  attention  as  a  preacher  of  the  gospel. 
Some  think  that  Cornelius  was  the  centurion  who  was  present 
at  the  crucifixion  of  Christ  (Matt.  27,  44;  Mark  15,39;  Luke 
23,  47),  since  it  was  customary  to  march  a  portion  of  the  troops 
at  Csesarea  to  Jerusalem,  for  the  preservation  of  order  during  the 
festivals.  It  is  impossible  to  refute  or  confirm  that  opinion. 
Peter  proceeds  to  communicate  to  them  a  fuller  account  of  the 
Saviour's  history,  and  of  the  nature  and  terms  of  his  salvation. 
—  p?jfjia  =  Xoyov  in  v.  36  (Kuin.  Mey.) ;  or  thing  (De  Wet), 
which  is  more  congruous  with  yei/o/x,evov,  and  associates  the  word 
with  the  indubitable  facts  on  which  it  rested. — /u,era  TO  /?a7rrio-/xa, 
after  the  baptism,  i.  e.  the  completion  of  John's  ministry.  The  Sa 
viour  performed  some  public  acts  at  an  earlier  period,  but  did  not 
enter  fully  on  his  work  till  John  had  finished  his  preparatory  mis 
sion.  The  difference  was  so  slight  that  it  was  sufficiently  exact 

1  In  the  Theologische  Studien  and  Kritiken,  1850,  p.  402  sq. 


CHAP.  X,  38-41.  COMMENTARY.  185 

to  make  the  beginning  or  the  close  of  the  forerunner's  career  the 
starting-point  in  that  of  Christ.     See  on  1,  22. 

V.  38.  'Ir/o-ow  transfers  the  mind  from  the  gospel-history  to 
the  personal  subject  of  it.  The  appositional  construction  is  kept 
up  still,  ch-o  Na£apeV,  from  Nazareth,  as  the  place  of  his  resi 
dence;  see  Matt.  2,  23.  —  u>s  txpio-ev,  *•  T.  A.,  how  God  anointed 
him  with  the  Holy  Spirit,  etc.  See  note  on  1,  2,  and  on  4,  26. 
8wa/u,et  is  denned  by  what  follows  as  power  to  perform  miracles 
—  SifjXSw,  ivent  from  place  to  place ;  comp.  8,  4. —  tw/xevos,  K.  r.  X., 
healing  tJiose  oppressed  by  the  devil.  His  triumph  over  this  form  of 
Satanic  agency  is  singled  out  as  the  highest  exhibition  of  his 
wonder-working  power. 

V.  39.  eV/xeV  supplies  the  correct  word  after  ^/uets,  but  is  not 
genuine.  —  ev  re  rfj  x^PV'  K>  Tt  ^">  b°th  ^n  ^ie  country  of  the  Jews  and 
in  Jerusalem ;  the  capital  of  the  nation,  and  its  territory  here  op 
posed  to  each  other.  The  Jews  inhabited  not  only  Judea,  but 
Galilee,  and  a  region  on  the  east  of  the  Jordan.  —  ov  KCH,  ivhom 
also,  an  additional  fact  (Luke  22,  24)  in  the  Saviour's  history 
(De  Wet.) ;  showing  the  extent  of  their  animosity  anft  violence. 
Winer  ($  66.  3)  suggests  a  brachylogy :  whom  (of  which  also 
we  are  witnesses)  they  slew,  etc.  This  is  too  complicated. — 
Kpe/xao-ai/res,  by  hanging.  See  note  on  5,  30.  Here  again  the  E. 
version  represents  the  Saviour  as  put  to  death  before  he  was  sus 
pended  on  the  cross. 

V.  41.  ov  Travri  TO>  AauJ,  not  unto  all  the  people,  i.  e.  of  the  Jews ; 
com}),  on  v.  2.  —  dAAa  /za/rrucn,  K.  r,  A.,  but  unto  witnesses  before 
appointed  by  God.  The  choice  of  the  apostles  is  ascribed  indif 
ferently  to  Him,  or  to  Christ  (1,  2.)  -n-po  in  the  participle  repre 
sents  the  selection  as  made  before  Christ  rose  from  the  dead ; 
not  as  purposed  indefinitely  before  its  execution.  —  The  ex 
ception  here  made  to  the  publicity  of  the  Saviour's  appearance 
accords  with  the  narrative  of  the  Evangelists ;  they  mention  no 
instance  in  which  he  showed  himself  to  any  except  his  personal 
followers.  Paley  founds"  the  following  just  remarks  on  that 
representation  of  the  sacred  writers.  "  The  history  of  the  resur 
rection  would  have  come  to  us  with  more  advantage,  if  they  had 
related  that  Jesus  had  appeared  to  his  foes  as  well  as  his  friends ; 
or  even  if  they  asserted  the  public  appearance  of  Christ  in  gen 
eral  unqualified  terms,  without  noticing,  as  they  have  done,  the 
presence  of  his  disciples  on  each  occasion,  and  noticing  it  in  such 
a  manner  as  to  lead  their  readers  to  suppose  that  none  but  dis 
ciples  were  present.  If  their  point  had  been  to  have  their  story 
believed,  whether  true  or  false ;  or  if  they  had  been  disposed  to 

24 
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present  their  testimony,  either  as  personal  witnesses  or  as  histo 
rians,  in  such  a  manner  as  to  render  it  as  specious  and  unobjec 
tionable  as  they  could ;  in  a  word,  if  they  had  thought  of  any 
thing  but  the  truth  of  the  case  as  they  understood  and  believed 
it,  —  they  would,  in  their  account  of  Christ's  several  appearances 
after  his  resurrection,  at  least  have  omitted  this  restriction.  At 
this  distance  of  time,  the  account,  as  we  have  it,  is  perhaps 
more  credible  than  it  would  have  been  the  other  way ;  because 
this  manifestation  of  the  historian's  candor  is  of  more  advantage 
to  their  testimony  than  the  difference  in  the  circumstance^  of 
the  account  would  have  been  to  the  nature  of  the  evidence. 
But  this  is  an  effect  which  the  Evangelists  could  not  foresee ; 
and  is  one  which  by  no  means  would  have  followed  at  the  time 
when  they  wrote."  —  omves  . ,  .  .  avr<3,  who  ate  and  drank  with 
him.  See  Luke  24,  43;  John  21,  13.  Hence  they  testified  to  a 
fact  which  they  had  been  able  to  verify  by  the  most  palpable 
evidence.  Compare  the  note  on  1,  3. — //.era  TO  dvao-n^ai  avrov  IK 
vtKpwv,  after  he  rose  from  the  dead,  belongs  to  the  clause  which 
immediately  precedes.  It  was  after  his  resurrection  that  they 
had  this  intercourse  with  him. .  The  punctuation  of  some  editors 
refers  the  words  incorrectly  to  v.  40. 

V.  42.  Kypvgat,  r(3  Aau>,  to  preach  to  the  people,  as  above.  Peter 
alludes  to  the  sphere  of  their  ministry  which  they  were  directed 
to  occupy  at  first;  comp.  1,  8;  3,  26,  etc.  —  on  avros,  that  himself 
and  no  other.  W.  §  22.  4.  —  K/HT^S  £oWcoi/  KCU,  veKpooi/,  judge  of  the 
living  and  dead,  i.  e.  of  ah1  who  shall  be  on  the  earth  at  the  time 
of  his  final  appearance  (1  Thess.  4,  17),  and  of  all  who  have 
lived  previously  and  died.  For  other  passages  which  represent 
Christ  as  sustaining  this  office  of  universal  judge,  see  17,  31;  2 
Tun.  4,  1 ;  1  Pet.  4,  5.  Olshausen  and  some  others,  understand 
the  living  and  dead,  to  be  the  righteous  and  wicked;  but  we  are  to 
attach  to  the  words  that  figurative  sense  only  when  the  context 
(Matt.  8,  22),  or  some  explanatory  adjunct  (Eph.  2,  1),  leads  the 
mind  distinctly  to  it. 

V.  43.  Tovro)  ....  papTvpovartv,  For  this  one  (dat.  comm.)  testify 
all  the  prophets ;  comp.  on  3,  24.  —  a<j>e<riv  .  .  .  .  efe  a&rov  states  the 
purport  of  their  testimony.  This  clause  presents  two  ideas :  first 
that  the  condition  of  pardon  is  faith  in  Christ ;  and  secondly, 
that  this  condition  brings  the  attainment  of  pardon  within  the 
reach  of  all :  every  one,  whether  Jew  or  Gentile,  ivho  believes  on 
him  shall  receive  remission  of  sins.  See  Rom.  10,  11.  For  the 
explanation  of  TOV  oVo/xaros  avrov,  see  on  2,  21. 
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VERSES  44-48.     Cornelius  and  others  receive  the  Spirit,  and  are 

baptized. 

V.  44.  en  XaXovvros,  still  speaking.  Hence  Peter  had  not  finished 
his  remarks  when  God  vouchsafed  this  token  of  his  favor ;  see 
11,  15.  —  TO  Tn/eu/xa,  the  Spirit,  i.  e.  as  the  author  of  the  gifts  men 
tioned  in  v.  46.  The  miracle  proved  that  the  plan  of  salvation 
which  Peter  announced  was  the  divine  plan,  and  that  the  faith 
which  secured  its  blessings  to  the  Jew  was  sufficient  to  secure 
them  to  the  Gentile.  A  previous  submission  to  the  rites  of  Ju 
daism  was  shown  to  be  unnecessary.  It  is  worthy  of  note,  too, 
that  those  who  received  the  Spirit  in  this  instance, had  not  been 
baptized  (comp.  19,  5),  nor  had  the  hands  of  an  apostle  been  laid 
upon  them  (comp.  8,  17).  This  was  an  occasion  when  men  were 
to  be  taught  by  an  impressive  example  how  little  their  accep 
tance  with  God  depends  on  external  observances.  —  Trou/ras  re 
stricts  itself  to  the  Gentiles  (v.  27)  since  they  were  properly  the 
hearers  to  whom  Peter  was  speaking,  and  not  the  Jews. 

V.  45.  01  e/c  TrepiTo/xr}?,  they  of  the  circumcision,  i.  e.  the  Jewish 
brethren,  mentioned  in  v.  23;  comp.  11,  2;  Rom.  4,  12  ;  Col.  4, 
11.  —  Trto-rot^TTto-rewvrcs.  See  16,  1 ;  John  20,  27.  "  Verbal  ad 
jectives  in  TO?,  which  have  usually  a  passive  signification,  have 
often  in  poetry,  and  sometimes  in  prose,  an  active  signification." 
See  K.  Ausfiihr.  Gr.  §409.  3.  A.  1.  —  on  KCU  CTTI  ra  e^,  tJiat  also 
upon  the  heathen,  as  well  as  upon  the  Jews.  The  assertion  is 
universal  because  this  single  instance  established  the  principle. 

V.  46.  T/KOVOV  avTuv,  were  hearing  them  while  they  spoke. — 
•yXwo-o-ai?,  with  tongues  new,  before  unspoken  by  them.  The  ful 
ler  description  in  2, 4  prepares  the  way  for  the  conciser  statement 
here. 

V.  47.  prrn  TO  vScop,  K.  T.  A.,  Can  perhaps  any  one  forbid  the 
water  that  these  should  not  be  baptized?  The  article  may  con 
trast  vScop  and  TTi/ev/xa  with  each  other,  or  more  naturally  desig 
nate  the  water  as  wont  to  be  so  applied.  The  import  of  the 
question  is  this :  Since,  although  tmcircumcised,  they  have  be 
lieved  and  received  so  visible  a  token  of  their  acceptance  with 
God,  what  should  hinder  their  admission  into  the  church? 
Who  can  object  to  their  being  baptized,  and  thus  acknowl 
edged  as  Christians  in  full  connection  with  us?  As  KwAwo  in 
volves  a  negative  idea,  //>/  could  be  omitted  or  inserted  before 
/3a7m0-3r?vai.  The  distinction  may  be,  that  the  infinitive  with 
/AT}  expresses  the  result  of  the  hinderance ;  without  /AT;,  that 
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which  the  hinderance  would  prevent.  See  Woolsey  on  the  Al- 
cestis,  v.  11.  px]  after  such  verbs  has  been  said  to  be  superfluous 
(K.  $  318.  10),  or  simply  intensive  (Mt.  $  534.  3).  Klotz  ad  Devar. 
(II.  p.  668)  suggests  the  correct  view.  See  also  Bernh.  Synt. 
p.  364.  —  Ka#o>s  KOL  -5/ms,  as  also  we  received,  viz.  eV  dpxfj  (see  11, 15), 
in  the  beginning. 

V.  48.  Tr/Doo-eVa^e,  commanded  that  the  rite  should  be  performed 
by  others ;  he  devolved  the  service  on  his  attendants.  Peter's 
rule  in  regard  to  the  administration  of  baptism  may  have  been 
similar  to  that  of  Paul;  see  1  Cor.  1,  14.  —  co-i/mmi,  sc.  err 
comp.  28,  14. 


CHAPTER    XI. 


VERSES  1-18.     Peter  justifies  himself  at  Jerusalem  for  his  visit  to 

Cornelius. 

V.  1.  Peter,  John  and  James  were  among  the  apostles  now  at 
Jerusalem  (8,  14  ;  12,  2),  and  no  doubt  others.  —  Kara  -njv  louSaiW, 
throughout  (comp.  15,  23)  Judea,  since  the  brethren  belonged  to 
different  churches  in  this  region;  see  Gal.  1,  22. — TO,  e^i^,  the 
heathen  while  still  uncircumcised  (see  v.  3). 

V.  2.  ore  av€/3-rj,  when  he  went  up.  There  is  no  evidence  that 
Peter  was  summoned  to  Jerusalem  to  defend  his  conduct.  He 
had  reason  to  fear  that  it  would  be  censured  until  the  particulars 
of  the  transaction  were  known,  and  he  may  have  hastened  his 
return,  in  order  to  furnish  that  information.  —  ot  e/<  Trepiro/^g,  they 
of  the  circumcision,  are  the  Jewish  believers,  as  in  10,45;  not  here 
a  party  among  them  more  tenacious  of  circumcision  than  the 
others.  It  is  implied  that  this  tenacity  was  a  Jewish  character 
istic.  The  narrower  sense  of  the  expression  occurs  in  some 
places. 

V.  3.  See  the  remarks  on  10,  28.  Notice  the  ground  of  the 
complaint.  It  was  not  that  Peter  had  preached  to  the  heathen, 
but  that  he  had  associated  with  them  in  such  a  manner  as  to  vio 
late  his  supposed  obligations  as  a  Jew.  Compare  the  note  on  2, 
39.  We  may  infer  that  he  had  avoided  that  degree  of  intimacy 
when  he  himself  entertained  the  Gentile  messengers  (10,  23). 

V.  4.  d/)£a/x,evos,  K.  r.  X.,  commencing,  i.  e.  proceeding  to  speak 
(see  on  2,  4),  or  beginning  with  the  first  circumstances  he  related 
unto  them,  etc.  This  repetition  of  the  history  shows  the  impor- 
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tance  attached  to  this  early  conflict  between  the  gospel  and  Ju 
daism. 

V.  5.  For  the  omission  of  177  before  TroXei,  see  on  8,  5.  —  opa/xo, 
denotes  here  what  was  seen,  and  differs  from  its  use  in  10,  3.  — 
T€(T<rap(riv  dpx°"«  KaSicficrriv,  let  down,  suspended,  by  four  corners, 
i.  e.  by  means  of  cords  fastened  to  them.  Luke  abbreviates  here 
the  fuller  expression  in  10,  11. 

V.  12.  By  a  mixed  construction,  SiaK/wo'/xeyov  agrees  with  the 
suppressed  subject  of  o-wcX^etv,  instead  of  yaoi.  C.  $  627.  y8. ;  Mt. 
$  536.  —  01  t£  dSeX<£ol  ovrot,  these  six  men  (see  10,  23)  ;  they  had, 
therefore,  accompanied  Peter  to  Jerusalem,  either  as  "witnesses 
for  him,  or  for  his  own  vindication,  since  they  had  committed  the 
same  offence. 

V.  13.  TOV  ayyeXov,  the  angel  known  to  the  reader  from  the 
previous  narrative  (10,  3.  22).  Those  addressed  had  not  heard 
of  the  vision,  and  must  have  received  from  Peter  a  fuller  account 
of  it  than  it  was  necessary  to  repeat  here.  —  avSpa?  has  been 
transferred  to  this  place  from  10,  5. 

V.  14.  Tras  6  oucos  trov,  all  thy  family.  The  assurance  embraces 
them  because  they  were  prepared,  as  well  as  Cornelius,  to  wel 
come  the  apostle's  message  ;  comp.  10,  2.  This  part  of  the  com 
munication  has  not  been  mentioned  before. 

V.  15.  ap£ao-$cu  is  not  superfluous  (Kuin.),  but  shows  how 
soon  the  Spirit  descended  after  he  began  to  speak:  see  on  10,  44. 
W.  $  67.  4.  —  lv  a.pxo>  in  ^ie  beginning,  i.  e.  on  the  day  of  Pente 
cost.  The  order  of  the  narrative  indicates  that  the  conversion 
of  Co.rnelius  took  place  near  the  time  of  Paul's  arrival  at  Antioch. 
Some  ten  years,  therefore  (see  on  v.  26),  had  passed  away  since 
the  event  to  which  Peter  alludes ;  comp.  on  15,  7. 

V.  16.  tyunfcrSrp',  K.  r.  X.,  And  I  remembered  the  declaration  of 
the  Lord,  i.  e.  had  it  brought  to  mind  with  a  new  sense  of  its 
meaning  and  application;  comp.  Matt.  26,  75;  John  12,  16.  The 
Saviour  had  promised  to  bestow  on  his  disciples  a  higher  baptism 
than  that  of  water  (see  1,  5  ;  Luke  24,  49) ;  and  the  result  proved 
that  he  designed  to  extend  the  benefit  of  that  promise  to  the 
heathen  who  should  believe  on  him,  as  well  as  to  the  Jews.  — 
ws  eXcyev,  how  he  said.  See  on  1,5. 

V.  17.  ISwKev,  gave,  as  mentioned  in  10,  44.  —  KO.I,  also,  con 
nects  rjiMv  with  aurots.  —  Trio-reva-ao-tv,  having  believed,  refers  to  both 
pronouns  (De  Wet.  Mey.),  i.  e.  they  all  received  the  same  gift  in 
the  same  character,  viz.  that  of  believers.  Bengel  (to  whom  Mey. 
assents  now)  limits  the  participle  to  ??/>uV.  —  e'yob  Se  TI'S  fj^v,  K.  r.  X., 
combines  two  questions  ( W.  $  66.  5.) ;  Who  then  was  I?  Was  1 
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able  to  withstand  God?  i.  e.  to  disregard  so  distinct  an  intimation 
of  his  will  that  the  heathen  should  be  recognized  as  worthy  of 
all  the  privileges  of  the  gospel,  without  demanding  of  them  any 
other  qualification  than  faith  in  Christ.  Sward's  suggests  that  such 
opposition  would  have  been  as  presumptuous  and  futile,  as  a  con 
test  between  man's  power  and  infinite  power.  8e  with  TIS  strength 
ens  the  question,  as  in  2  Cor.  6,  14.  It  is  left  out  of  some  copies, 
but  not  justly. 

V.  18.  fjo-vxao-av,  were  silent,  refrained  from  further  opposition 
(v.  2) ;  comp.  21,  14. —  e8o£a£oi/  expresses  a  continued  act.  The 
sudden  change  of  tenses  led  some  to  write  cSo£acrav. —  apayc, 
therefore,  then  (Matt.  7,  20;  17,  26);  more  pertinent  here  than 
the  interrogative  apaye  (8,  30).  The  accentuation  varies  in  differ 
ent  editions.  —  For  rrjv  /xcravotav  eSw/cev,  see  the  note  on  5,  31.  — 
eis  fa-rjv,  ecbatic,  unto  life,  i.  e.  such  repentance  as  secures  it; 
comp.  2  Cor.  7,  10. 


VERSES  19-24.     The  Gospel  is  preached  at  Antioch. 

V.  19.  ot  fjicv  ovv  Siao-Trapei/res,  those  therefore  dispersed,  recalls 
the  reader  to  an  earlier  event  in  the  history ;  see  8,  4.  —  0.71-0  r»?s 
SXtycw,  from  (as  an  effect  of)  the  persecution  (Whl.  Win.  Mey.)  ; 
comp.  20,  9 ;  Luke  19,  3.  This  is  better  than  to  render  since  the 
persecution.  It  is  more  natural  to  be  reminded  here  of  the  cause 
of  the  dispersion,  than  of  the  time  when  it  began.  —  CTU  2re</>dVo>, 
upon  Stephen,  on  his  account;  comp.  4,  21;  Luke  2,  20.  W.  $ 
48.  c.  —  $tf\dov.  See  8,  4.  40.  —  fcowwofs.  Phoenicia  in  this  age 
lay  chiefly  between  the  western  slope  of  Lebanon  and  the  sea, 
a  narrow  plain  reaching  from  the  river  Elutherus  on  the  north  to 
Carmel  on  the  south.  Its  limits  varied  at  different  times.  Among 
the  Phoenician  cities  were  Tyre  and  Sidon ;  and  the  statement 
here  accounts  for  the  existence  of  the  Christians  in  those  places, 
mentioned  so  abruptly  in  21,4;  27,  3. —  'Avno;(«as.  Here  we 
have  the  first  notice  of  this  important  city.  Antioch  was  the  cap 
ital  of  Syria,  and  the  residence  of  the  Roman  governors  of  that 
province.  It  was  founded  by  Seleucus  Nicator,  and  named  after 
his  father,  Antiochus.  It  stood  "near  the  abrupt  angle  formed 
by  the  coasts  of  Syria  and  Asia  Minor,  and  in  the  opening  where 
the  Orontes  passes  between  the  ranges  of  Lebanon  and  Taurus. 
By  its  harbor  of  Seleucia  it  was  in  communication  with  all  the 
trade  of  the  Mediterranean;  and,  through  the  open  country  be 
hind  Lebanon,  it  was  conveniently  approached  by  the  caravans 
from  Mesopotamia  and  Arabia.  It  was  almost  an  Oriental  Rome, 
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in  which  all  the  forms  of  the  civilized  life  of  the  empire  found  a 
representative."  Howson,  I.  p.  149.  See  further,  on  13,  4.  It  is 
memorable  in  the  first  Christian  age  as  the  seat  of  missionary 
operations  for  the  evangelization  of  the  heathen. 

V.  20.  Whether  the  preachers  came  to  Antioch  before  the  con 
version  of  Cornelius  or  afterward,  the  narrative  does  not  decide. 
Some  prefer  to  place  the  arrival  after  his  baptism,  lest  Peter 
might  not  seem  to  be  the  first  who  preached  the  gospel  to  the 
Gentiles.  See  the  note  on  15,  7. —  Se,  but,  distinguishes  the 
course  pursued  by  certain  of  them,  from  that  of  the  other  Siao-rrap- 
The  general  fact  is  first  stated,  and  then  the  exception.  — 
i.  e.  Jews  born  in  Cyprus  ;  see  2,  5.  9.  — -n-pos  Tov^"EX\rj- 
i/as,  unto  the  Greeks,  opposed  to  'lov&ubts,  Jews,  in  the  foregoing 
verse.  The  received  text  has  'EAA^vtoras,  Hellenists  (see  ou  6,  1) 
and  the  mass  of  external  testimony  favors  that  reading.  Words 
worth's  note *  presents  the  evidence  on  that  side  in  a  strong  light. 
On  the  contrary,  the  internal  argument  appears  to  demand  "EXXrj- 
vas.  Some  of  the  oldest  versions  and  a  few  manuscripts  support 
that  as  the  original  word.  The  majority  of  critics  in  view  of  this 
two-fold  evidence  decide  for  "EAA^ras  (Grsb.  Lchm.  Tsch.  De 
Wet.  Mey.).  It  would  have  been  nothing  new  to  have  preached, 
at  this  time,  to  the  Greek-speaking  Jews ;  see,  e.  g.  2,  9  ;  9,  29. 
If  we  accept "EAA^va?,  the  Greeks  addressed  at  Antioch  must  have 
been  still  heathen  in  part,  and  not  merely  Jewish  proselytes.  No 
other  view  accounts  for  Luke's  discrimination  as  to  the  sphere  of 
the  two  classes  of  preachers.  —  Kvprjvaloi.  See  on  2,  10. 

V.  21.  For  x*LP  Kvpiov,  comp.  4,  30  ;  Luke  1,  66.  —  /xcr'  avrwv, 
with  them  who  preached  at  Antioch.  The  subject  of  discourse, 
both  in  the  last  verse  and  the  next,  requires  this  reference  of  the 
pronoun. 

V.  22.  rjKovo-lh)  efc  TO,  omx  is  a  Hebraism,  says  De  Wette,  with 
out  any  instance  exactly  parallel  in  Hebrew.  —  6  Aoyos,  the  report. 
Trfpl  avrwr  excludes  the  idea  that  it  was  a  communication  sent 
from  the  brethren  at  Antioch.  —  e^aTreWetAcu/  derives  its  subject 
from  eV  'Icpoo-oXu/xots ;  comp.  Gal.  2,  2.  —  SieA^av,  with  the  direc 
tion  that  he  should  go  (comp.  20,  1 ) ;  left  out  of  some  of  the  early 
versions  as  if  unnecessary.  See  W.  $  65.  4.  d.  —  Bapi/a/fov.  See 
4,  36  ;  9,  27; 

V.  23.  x<*PlT/  T0^  "^€°u>  the  grace,  or  favor  of  God,  as  manifested 
in  the  conversion  of  the  heathen.  —  TrapeKaAa  Travra?,  exliorted  all 


1  The  New  Testament  in  the  Original  Greek  with  Notes,  by  Chr.  Wordsworth, 
D.  D.,  Canon  of  Westminster  (London  1857). 
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who  had  believed.  We  find  him  exercising  here  the  peculiar 
gift  for  which  he  was  distinguished;  see  on  4,  36. — ry  7rpo3e<r€i 
rJ}s  KapSias,  with  the  purpose  of  the  heart,  i.  e.  a  purpose  sincere, 
earnest. 

V.  24. '  OTL  YJV,  K.  r.  A..,  because  he  was  a  man  good  and  full  of  the 
Holy  Spirit,  etc.  This  description  states  why  he  exerted  himself 
£o  strenuously  to  establish  the  converts  in  their  faith.  c^aTreWeiAav 
in  v.  22  is  too  remote  to  allow  us  to  view  it  as  the  reason  why 
they  selected  him  for  such  a  service.  —  KOL  Trpoo-ere^,  K.  r.  X. 
The  labors  of  Barnabas  resulted  also  in  the  accession  of  new 
believers. 

VERSES  25.  26.     Paul  arrives  at  Antioch,  and  labors  there. 

V.  25.  Our  last  notice  of  Paul  was  in  9,  30.  —  dva^-njo-at,  in 
order  to  seek  out,  find  by  inquiry  or  effort.  It  was  not  known  at 
what  precise  point  the  apostle  was  laboring;  see  Gal.  1,  21. 
evpwj/  indicates  the  same  uncertainty.  Barnabas  would  naturally 
direct  his  steps  first  to  Tarsus,  whither  he  would  proceed  by  sea 
from  Seleucia  (see  on  13,  4),  or  track  his  way  through  the 
defiles  of  the  intervening  mountains.  Howson :  "  The  last  time 
the  two  friends  met  was  in  Jerusalem.  In  the  period  since 
that  interview,  '  God  had  granted  to  the  Gentiles  repentance 
unto  life '  (v.  18).  Barnabas  had  '  seen  the  grace  of  God ' 
(v.  23),  and  under  his  own  teaching  '  a  great  multitude '  (v.  24) 
had  been  '  added  to  the  Lord.'  But  he  needed  assistance ;  he 
needed  the  presence  of  one  whose  wisdom  was  greater  than  his 
own,  whose  zeal  was  an  example  to  all,  and  whose  peculiar  mis 
sion  had  been  miraculously  declared.  Saul  recognized  the  voice 
of  God  in  the  words  of  Barnabas ;  and  the  two  friends  travelled 
in  all  haste  to  the  Syrian  metropolis." 

V.  26.  Iviavrov  oXov,  a  whole  year,  viz.  that  of  A.  D.  44,  since 
it  was  the  year  which  preceded  Paul's  second  journey  to  Jerusa 
lem,  at  the  time  of  the  famine.  See  on  12,  25.  The  apostle 
had  spent  the  intervening  years,  from  A.  D.  39  to  44,  in  Syria 
and  Cilicia  (see  on  9,  30).  — trwa^Srjyca^  K.  r.  A.,  they  came  together 
in  the  church,  the  public  assembly,  i.  e.  for  the  purpose  of  worship, 
and,  as  we  see  from  the  next  clause,  for  preaching  the  word :  and 
taught  a  great  multitude  (comp.  14,  21)  ;  many  of  whom,  no  doubt, 
they  won  to  a  reception  of  the  truth.  Meyer  explains  ffwax&ptu 
of  the  hospitality  shown  to  the  teachers,  with  an  appeal  to  Matt. 
25,  35.  But  the  context  which  should  indicate  that  sense,  is  op 
posed  to  it  here.  —  xp^fwm'o-at  •  •  •  •  Xpamavovs,  and  the  disciples 
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were  first  named  Christians  at  Antioch.  Thus  ten  years  or  more 
elapsed  after  the  Saviour  left  the  earth  before  the  introduction 
of  this  name.  Its  origin  is  left  in  some  uncertainty.  Xpurruwoi 
has  a  Latin  termination,  like  'HpcoSiavot  in  Matt.  22,  16,  and  Mark 
3,  6.  We  see  the  proper  Greek  form  in  Na£wp<uos  in  2,  22,  or 
'IraAiKos  in  10,  1.  Hence  some  infer  (Olsh.  Mey.)  that  it  must 
have  been  the  Roman  inhabitants  of  the  city,  not  the  Greeks, 
who  invented  the  name.  The  argument  is  not  decisive,  since 
Latinisms  were  not  unknown  to  the  Greek  of  this  period.  It  is 
evident  that  the  Jews  did  not  apply  it  first  to  the  disciples  ;  for 
they  would  not  have  admitted  the  implication  of  the  term,  viz. 
that  Jesus  was  the  Messiah.  It  is  improbable  that  the  Christians 
themselves  assumed  it;  such  an  origin  would  be  inconsistent 
with  its  infrequent  use  in  the  New  Testament.  It  occurs  only 
in  26,  28  ;  1  Pet.  4,  16,  and  in  both  places  proceeds  from  those 
out  of  the  church.  The  KO.AOI/  oVo/xa  TO  eVi/cA^ev  e<£'  £/xas  in  James 
2,  7  may  be  the  Christian  name.  The  believers  at  Antioch  had 
become  numerous  ;  they  consisted  of  Gentiles  and  Jews  ;  it  was 
evident  that  they  were  a  distinct  community  from  the  latter  ;  and 
probably  the  heathen,  whether  they  were  Greeks  or  Romans,  or 
native  Syrians,  needing  a  new  appellation  for  the  new  sect,  called 
them  Christians,  because  the  name  of  Christ  was  so  prominent 
in  their  doctrine,  conversation,  and  worship.  The  term  may  not 
hav*  been  at  first  opprobrious,  but  distinctive  merely. 

VERSES  27-30.     Barnabas  and  Saul  are  sent  with  Alms  to  Jeru 

salem. 


V.  27.  ev  rairrais  rats  ^//.epai?,  in  these  days,  i.  e.  about  the  time 
that  Paul  himself  came  to  Antioch  ;  for  it  is  reasonable  to  sup 
pose  that  an  interval  of  some  extent  occurred  between  the  pre 
diction  and  the  famine.  —  Trpo^rai,  inspired  teachers;  see  on  2,  17. 
Agabus,  at  least,  possessed  the  prophetic  gift,  in  the  strict  sense 
of  that  expression. 

V.  28.  di/cwrras,  having  stood  up,  in  order  to  declare  his  message 
more  formally.  —  "Aya/3os  is  known  only  from  this  passage  and  21, 
10.  —  eorij/xavc,  made  known  (see  25,  27),  not  intimated  merely.  — 
Xi/xov,  in  the  later  Greek,  is  masculine  or  feminine  ;  hence  some 
copies  have  /xeyai/,  others  ^yaXfjv.  See  W.  $  8.  2.  1.  —  ptXXew 
OTCCT&U  contains  a  double  future,  as  in  24,  15  ;  27,  10.  The  read 
ing  varies  in  24,  25.  As  one  of  its  uses,  the  first  infinitive  in 
such  a  case,  may  represent  the  act  as  fixed,  certain  ;  the  second 
as  future.  The  famine  that  was  to  take  place  was  decreed.  See 

25 
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Mt.  §  498.  e  ;  C.  $  583.  —  e</>'  oXrjv  rty  olKov^iv-rjv,  sc.  yfjv,  over  all 
the  inhabited  land,  i.  e.  Judea  and  the  adjacent  countries,  or  accord 
ing  to  some,  the  Roman  empire.  The  Greek  and  Roman  writers 
employed  r;  otKov/xeVq  to  denote  the  Greek  and  the  Roman  world  ; 
and  a  Jewish  writer  would  naturally  employ  such  a  term  to  denote 
the  Jewish  world.  Josephus  appears  to  restrict  the  word  to  Pal 
estine  in  Antt.  8.  13.  4.  Speaking  of  the  efforts  of  Ahab  to  find 
the  prophet  Elijah,  he  says  that  the  king  sent  messengers  in  pur 
suit  of  him  /caro,  Tracrav  TJ]V  olKOvftetnjv,  throughout  all  the  earth  or  land, 
i.  e.  of  the  Jews.  Ancient  writers  give  no  account  of  any  universal 
famine  in  the  reign  of  Claudius,  but  they  speak  of  several  local 
famines  which  were  severe  in  particular  countries.  Josephus 
(Antt.  20.  2.  6;  Ib.  5.  2)  mentions  one  which  prevailed  at  that 
time  in  Judea,  and  swept  away  many  of  the  inhabitants.  Helena, 
queen  of  Adiabene,  a  Jewish  proselyte  who  was  then  at  Jerusa 
lem,  imported  provisions  from  Egypt  and  Cyprus,  which  she  dis 
tributed  among  the  people  to  save  them  from  starvation.  This 
is  the  famine,  probably,  to  which  Luke  refers  here.  The  chronol 
ogy  admits  of  this  supposition.  According  to  Josephus,  the  fam 
ine  which  he  describes  took  place  when  Cuspius  Fadus  and 
Tiberius  Alexander  were  procurators  ;  i.  e.  as  Lardner  suggests,  it 
may  have  begun  about  the  close  of  A.  D.  44,  and  lasted  three  or 
four  years.  Fadus  was  sent  into  Judea  on  the  death  of  Agrippa, 
which  occurred  in  August  of  the  year  A.  D.  44.  If  we  attach 
the  wider  sense  to  OLKOV^VTJV,  the  prediction  may  import  that  a 
famine  should  take  place  throughout  the  Roman  empire  during 
the  reign  of  Claudius  (the  year  is  not  specified  below),  and  not 
that  it  should  prevail  in  all  parts  at  the  same  time.  So  Words 
worth,  Notes,  p.  58.  —  €7ri  KAanStov,  in  (lit.  upon}  the  reign  of  Clau 
dius.  On  eVt,  in  such  chronological  designations,  see  K.  §  273. 
4.  b.  The  Greek  idiom  views  the  events  as  resting  upon  the  ruler 
as  their  source  or  author  ;  the  English  idiom  as  taking  place  un 
der  his  guidance  or  auspices.  —  KatVapos  after  KAavStov  (  T.  R.)  is 
not  warranted. 

V.  29.  TWV  /u.a$T?ron/  depends  by  attraction  on  ns.  The  ordinary 
'Construction  would  be  ot  /xa^rat  Ka-^oj?  ^vrropetTO  ns  avrcov  (Mey. 
De  Wot.)  :  The  disciples  in  proportion  as  anyone  was  prospered  de 
termined  each  of  them,  etc.  The  apostle  Paul  prescribes  the  same 
rule  of  contribution  in  1  Cor.  16,  2.  For  the  augment  in  rjvTropcLro, 
see  on  2,  26.  For  €K<X<TTOS  after  a  plural  verb,  see  on  2,  6.  —  eis 
Sia/con'av,  for  relief,  lit.  ministration,  i.  e.  to  their  wants.  The  act 
here  suggests  the  idea  of  its  result  or  object.  —  Tre/ti^at  sc.  T!.  — 
*v  rfj  'lovSata,  in  Judea  ;  not  the  capital  merely  but  other  parts 
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also,  since  the  famine  was  general  and  believers  were  found  in 
different  places  (see  v.  1  and  Gal.  1,  22). 

V.  30  Kat  connects  errofyo-av  with  W/HO-CU/  :  they  executed  their 
determination.  —  -rrpos  TOV<S  7rpeo-/:?vr£pos,  unto  the  elders,  either  those 
at  Jerusalem  who  could  easily  forward  the  supplies  to  the  desti 
tute  elsewhere,  or  those  in  Judea  at  large  whom  the  messengers 
visited  in  person.  The  latter  idea  presents  itself  very  readily 
from  'lovSaia  just  before,  and  has  also  this  to  commend  it,  that 
Paul  would  have  had  an  opportunity  to  preach  now  in  that 
province,  as  mentioned  in  26,  20  (see  note  there).  —  For  the 
office  of  the  presbyters,  see  on  14,  23.  —  Bapvdfta  is  the  Doric  gen 
itive;  comp.  19,  14;  Luke  13,  29,  John  I,  43,  etc.  W.  $  8.  1 ; 
K.  $  44.  R.  2.  —  Meyer  finds  a  contradiction  between  this  passage 
and  Gal.  2,  1,  as  if  Paul  could  not  have  gone  to  Jerusalem  at  this 
time  because  he  has  not  mentioned  it  in  the  Epistle.  It  is  impos 
sible  to  see  why  the  reason  commonly  assigned  for  this  omission 
does  not  account  for  it.  Paul's  object  in  writing  to  the  Galatians 
does  not  require  him  to  enumerate  all  his  journeys  to  Jerusalem. 
In  the  first  chapter  there,  he  would  prove  that  as  an  apostle  he 
was  independent  of  all  human  authority,  and  in  the  second  chap 
ter  that  the  other  apostles  had  conceded  to  him  that  independ 
ence.  He  had  no  occasion,  therefore,  to  recapitulate  his  entire 
history.  Examples  of  the  facts  in  his  life  were  all  that  he  needed 
to  bring  forward.  He  was  not  bound  to  show  how  often  he 
had  been  at  Jerusalem,  but  only  that  he  had  gone  thither  once 
and  again,  under  circumstances  which  showed  in  what  character 
he  claimed  to  act,  and  how  fully  the  other  apostles  had  ac 
knowledged  this  claim. 


CHAPTER   XII. 

VERSES  1.2.     Renewed  persecution  at  Jerusalem,  and  Death  of 

James. 

V.  1.  KO.T  IKWOV  TOV  Kcupoi/,  about  that  time,  i.  e.  when  Barnabas 
and  Saul  went  to  Jerusalem,  as  has  just  been  related.  See  on 
v.  25. — 'Hpw8?7?.  This  Herod  was  Herod  Agrippa  the  First,  son 
of  Aristobulus  and  grandson  of  Herod  the  Great.  On  the  acces 
sion  of  Caligula,  he  received  as  king  the  former  possessions  of 
Philip  and  Lysanias,  see  Luke  3,  1 ;  at  a  later .  period,  the 
tetrarchy  of  Antipas ;  and  in  the  year  A.  D.  41,  Samaria  and 
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Judea  which  were  conferred  on  him  by  Claudius ;  so  that,  like  his 
grandfather  Herod,  he  swayed  the  sceptre,  at  this  time,  over  all 
Palestine.1  —  eTre/JaXc  ra?  x**-Pa<*  does  not  mean  attempted  (Kuin.), 
but  put  forth  violent  hands;  comp.  4,  3 ;  5,  18;  21,  27. —  KaKokrcu, 
to  oppress,  maltreat.  The  E.  version  derives  "  vex "  from  Tyn- 
dale.  —  O.TTO  TTJ<S  cK/cA^o-iag,  of  the  church,  (lit.  from),  since  the  idea 
of  origin  passes  readily  into  that  of  property,  adherence.  W.  § 
47.  4. 

V.  2.      di/etXe  yua^atpa,  slew  him  with  the  sword,  beheaded  him. 
The  article  fails,  because  the  idea  is  general,  abstract;  comp.  9, 

12.  W.  $  19.  1.     On  the  mode  of  execution  among  the  Jews, 
see  Jahn's  Archseol.  §  257.     Agrippa  had  the  power  of  life  and 
death,  since  he  administered  the  government  in  the  name  of  the 
Romans.     See  the  note  on  7,  59.     The  victim  of  his  violence 
was  James  the  Elder,  a  son  of  Zebedee  and  brother  of  John 
(Matt  4,  21 ;  10,  2 ;  Mark  1,  19,  etc.).     He  is  to  be  distinguished 
from  James  the  Younger,  the  kinsman  of  the  Lord  (Gal.  1,  19), 
who  is  the  individual  meant  under  this  name  in  the  remainder 
of  the  history  (17;  15,  13;  21,  18).     The  end  of  James  verified 
the  prediction  that  he  should  drink  of  his   Master's  cup ;    see 
Matt.  20,  23.     Eusebius  (2.  9).  records  a  tradition  that  the  apos 
tle's  accuser  was  converted  by  his  testimony  and  beheaded  at 
the  same  time  with  him.     "  The  accuracy  of  the  sacred  writer," 
says  Paley,  "  in  the  expressions  which  he  uses  here,  is  remarka 
ble.     There  was  no  portion  of  time  for  thirty  years  before,  or 
ever  afterwards,  in  which  there  was  a  king  at  Jerusalem,  a  per 
son   exercising  that  authority  in  Judea,  or  to  whom  that  title 
could  be  applied,  except  the  -last  three  years  of   Herod's  life, 
within  which  period  the  transaction  here  recorded  took  place." 
The  kingdom  of  Agrippa  the  Second,  who  is  mentioned  in  25, 

13,  did  not  embrace  Judea. 

VERSES  3-5.      The  imprisonment  of  Peter. 

V.  3.  tSwv  ort  dpeo-roV,  K.  r.  X.,  seeing  that  it  is  pleasing,  etc. 
The  motive  of  Agrippa,  therefore,  was  a  desire  to  gain  public 
favor.  Josephus  (Antt.  19.  7.  3)  attributes  to  this  ruler  the  same 
trait  of  character ;  he  describes  him  as  eager  to  ingratiate  him 
self  with  the  Jews.  —  7rpose#eTo,  K.  r,  X.,  he  apprehended  still 
further  Peter  also;  an  imitation  of  the  Heb.  tfch*l  with  the  infini 
tive,  comp.  Luke  20,  11.  12.  W.  $  54.  5 ;  Gesen.  Heb.  Gr.  §  139. 
,  the  days  of  unleavened  bread,  i.  e.  the  festival  of  the 

1  See  Introduction,  §  6.  2. 
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Passover,  which  continued  seven  days ;  and  was  so  named  be 
cause  during  that  time  no  leaven  was  allowed  in  the  houses  of 
the  Jews.  The  common  text  omits  at  before  ^/uepcu,  which  the 
best  editors  insert  as  well  attested.  It  is  not  grammatically 
necessary.  W.  $  19.  2. 

V.  4.  Kat,  also,  carries  the  mind  back  to  <nAAa/?€«/  in  v.  3,  the 
idea  of  which  TraiVa?  repeats.  — reo-trapo-i  rerpaStots,  to  four  quater 
nions,  four  companies  of  four,  who  were  to  relieve  each  other  in 
guarding  the  prison.  The  Jews  at  this  time  followed  the  Roman 
practice  of  dividing  the  night  into  four  watches,  consisting  of 
three  hours  each.  Of  the  four  soldiers  employed  at  the  same  time, 
two  watched  in  the  prison  and  two  before  the  door ,  or  perhaps 
in  this  case  (see  on  v.  10)  were  all  stationed  on  the  outside.  — 
/3ovAo//,evo9,  meaning,  but  disappointed  in  that  purpose. — /tera  ro 
TrdVxa,  after  the  Passover,  i.  e.  not  the  paschal  suppei,  but  the  fes 
tival  which  it  introduced;  comp.  Luke  21,  1 ;  John  6,  4.  The 
reason  for  deferring  the  execution  was  that  the  stricter  Jews 
regarded  it  as  a  profanation  to  put  a  person  to  death  during  a 
religious  festival.  Agrippa  himself  may  have  entertained,  or  af 
fected  to  entertain,  that  scruple.  —  avayaytw  avrov,  to  bring  him 
up,  i.  e.  for  trial  and  execution ;  comp.  Luke  22,  66.  But  Herod 
was  nearer  his  end  than  Peter.  —  ru>  Aa<3,  for  the  people  (dat 
comm.),  i.  e.  that  they  might  be  gratified  with  his  death. 

V.  5.  ow,  therefore,  committed  to  such  a  guard.  —  lv  rrj  cf>v\aKfj 
in  the  prison  mentioned  in  v.  4.  —  e/orev?}?,  intent,  earnest,  not 
unceasing,  constant.  See  Luke  22,  44;  1  Pet.  4,  8.  It  is  a 
word  of  the  later  Greek.  Lob.  ad  Phryn.  p.  311.  All  the  English 
translators  from  Wiclif  downward  adopt  the  temporal  .sense.  — 
eKKX^o-tW  The  members  of  the  church  were  so  numerous,  that 
they  must  have  met  in  different  companies.  One  of  them  is 
mentioned  in  v.  12. 

VERSES  6-11.     The  Miraculous  Liberation  of  Peter. 

V.  6.  WKT\  e/cetVr;,  in  that  night  preceding  the  day  when  he  was 
to  have  been  executed.  —  SeSe^ieVos  dAixreo-i  Sva-t,  bound  with  two 
chains.  The  Roman  mode  of  chaining  prisoners  was  adopted 
in  this  case,  and  was  the  following :  "  The  soldier  who  was  ap 
pointed  to  guard  a  particular  prisoner  had  the  chain  fastened  to 
the  wrist  of  his  left  hand,  the  right  remaining  at  liberty.  The 
prisoner,  on  the  contrary,  had  the  chain  fastened  to  the  wrist  of 
his  right  hand.  The  prisoner,  and  the  soldier  who  had  the  care 
of  him,  were  said  to  be  tied  (attigati)io  one  another.  Sometimes, 
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for  greater  security,  the  prisoner  was  chained  to  two  soldiers,  one 
on  each  side  of  him."  Diet,  of  Antiq.  art.  Catena.  Paul  was  bound 
with  two  chains  on  the  occasion  mentioned  in  21,  33.  —  ^vXaxcs 
re,  K.  T.  X.,  and  keepers  before  the  door  (perhaps  two  at  one  station 
and  two  at  another)  were  guarding  the  prison  ;  not  after  v.  5,  were 
keeping  guard  (Raph.  Walch). 

V.  7.  eV  TW  oi/ofluem,  in  the  abode  =.  the  prison.  This  was  an 
Attic  euphemism  which  passed  at  length  into  the  common  dialect. 
—  Trara^a?,  having  smitten,  in  order  to  rouse  him  from  sleep. — 
avcurra  is  a  second  aorist  imperative ;  comp.  Eph.  5,  14.  Gramma 
rians  represent  the  form  as  poetic  in  the  earlier  Greek.  K.  §  172. 
R.  5 ;  W.  $  14.  1.  h.  —  e^eVeo-ov  ....  x€LP^v,  his  chains  fell  off  from 
his  hands,  or  wrists,  ^ei/a  the  Greeks  could  use  of  the  entire  fore 
arm,  or  any  part  of  it. 

V.  8.  7re/3i£coo-cu.  For  convenience  he  had  unbound  the  girdle 
of  his  tunic  while  he  slept.  The  i/ucmov  which  he  threw  around 
him  was  the  outer  coat,  or  mantle,  worn  over  the  x</ro>v.  There 
was  no  occasion  for  a  precipitate  flight ;  and  the  articles  which 
he  was  directed  to  take  would  be  useful  to  him.  Note  the  tran 
sition  to  the  present  in  the  last  two  imperatives. 

V.  9.  dX^es,  true,  actual,  as  distinguished  from  a  dream  or 
vision.  Peter's  uncertainty  arose  from  the  extraordinary  nature 
of  the  interposition ;  it  was  too  strange  to  be  credited.  He  was 
bewildered  by  the  scene,  unable  at  the  moment  to  comprehend 
that  what  he  saw  and  did  was  a  reality. 

V.  10.  SieX^oWes  ....  Sevrepttv,  having  passed  through  the  first 
and  second  watch,  i.  e.  as  Walch  de  vinculis  Petri  suggests,  first 
through  the  two  soldiers  stationed  at  Peter's  door  (v.  6),  and  then 
through  two  others  near  the  gate  which  led  into  the  city.  He 
supposes  the  two  soldiers  to  whom  Peter  was  bound  (v.  6)  were 
not  included  in  the  sixteen  (v.  4),  since  their  office  would  not 
require  them  to  remain  awake,  and  consequently  to  be  changed 
during  the  night,  like  the  others.  A  more  common  opinion  is, 
that  the  first  watch  was  a  single  soldier,  before  the  door,  and  the 
second  another  at  the  iron  gate,  and  that  these  two  soldiers,  with 
the  two  by  the  side  of  Peter,  made  up  the  quaternion  then  on 
duty.  But  SteX^oWe?,  having  passed  through,  suggests  a  plural 
sense  of  <£vXaK?Jv,  and  must  be  said  loosely,  if  applied  to  a  single 
person.  This  participle  after  e£cX#wi/  in  v.  9  indicates  a  different 
position  of  the  first  watch  from  that  of  the  two  soldiers  who  guarded 
Peter  in  his  cell;  some  have  proposed  that  explanation.  The 
numeral  renders  the  article  unnecessary.  W.  §  19.  2.  That 
Peter  passed  the  watch  unopposed,  or  perhaps  unobserved  (see  v. 
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18),  was  a  part  of  the  miracle.  See  on  5,  19.  —  eVt  rty  -n-vXyv, 
K.  r.  A.  The  precise  situation  of  the  prison  is  unknown.  The 
iron  gate  may  have  formed  the  termination  of  a  court,  or  avenue, 
which  connected  the  prison  with  the  town.  De  Wette,  after 
Lightfoot,  Walch,  and  others,  thinks  that  the  prison  was  in  a 
tower  between  the  two  walls  of  the  city,  and  that  this  was  the 
outer  gate  of  the  tower.  Others  have  proposed  other  conjectures. 

—  avro^dr-rj  is  equivalent  to  an  adverb,  spontaneously.     K.  $  264. 
3.  c  ;  B.  $  123.  6.     The  gate  opened  without  any  visible  cause. — 
Trpofj\$ov  pv/Arjv  jj.Lav,  went  forward  one  street  or  lane  (9,  11).     The 
angel  accompanied  him  until  he  was  beyond  the  reach  of  pursuit. 

—  eu^eto?,  immediately,  on  having  come  thus  far. 

V.  1 1.  yevo/xej/o?  «V  eavrw,  having  come  to  himself,  recovered  from 
the  confusion  of  mind  into  which  he  had  been  thrown.  —  e£a7r- 
eo-TetXe,  sent  forth  from  heaven.  —  SLTTO  TTCXO-^S  TTJS  TrpocrSo/aa?,  from  all 
the  expectation  of  the  Jews  who  were  so  eager  for  his  execu 
tion,  and  looking  forward  to  it  with  confidence. 

VERSES   12-17.     Peter  repairs  to  the  House  of  Mary,  where  some 
of  the  Believers  had  assembled  for  Prayer. 

V.  12.  owiScov,  sc.  TO,  yevo/xei/a,  having  become  aware  (14,  6), 
conscious  to  himself  of  the  state  of  things  (Whi.  Alf.  Mey.). 
Luke  reminds  us  of  this  fact  again  (see  v.  11),  as  if  it  might 
appear  strange  that  Peter  acted  with  so  much  deliberation.  Some 
render  considering,  i.  e.  either  what  he  should  do,  or  where  he 
should  find  an  assembly  of  the  disciples.  Both  the  meaning  and 
the  tense  of  the  participle  favor  this  explanation  less  than  the 
other. — 'loxWov  ....  Map/ecu.  This  John  Mark  is  called  simply 
John  in  13,  5.  13;  and  Mark  in  15,  39.  He  is  supposed  to  have 
been  the  same  Mark  whom  Peter  terms  his  son  in  1  Pet.  5,  13, 
i.  e.  in  a  spiritual  sense,  converted  by  his  instrumentality.  There 
is  no  reason  for  questioning  his  identity  with  the  Evangelist  who 
wrote  the  Gospel  of  Mark.  See  further,  on  v.  25.  — Trpoo-evxo'/xevoi. 
One  of  the  objects  for  which  they  were  praying  was  the  safety 
of  Peter  (v.  5). 

V.  13.  TrcuSi'o-KT;,  a  maid-servant.  Her  Greek  name,  RJioda, 
does  not  disprove  her  Jewish  origin ;  see  on  1,  23.  The  portress 
among  the  Jews  was  commonly  a  female ;  see  John  18,  16.  That 
the  person  should  be  known  after  so  long  a  time  shows  how 
minute  was  Luke's  information.  —  vTraKovo-ai,  to  hearken.  This 
was  the  classical  term  signifying  to  answer  a  knock  or  call  at  the 
door. 
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V.  14.  KCU  Imyvovara  rty  <£WJ/TJV,  and  having  recognized  his  voice 
(3,  10;  4,  13).  Peter  may  be  supposed  to  have  announced  his 
name,  or  to  have  given  it  in  reply  to  her  inquiry.  —  tt?ro  T?}S  xaP«s. 
Nothing  could  be  more  life-like  than  the  description  of  the  scene 
which  follows.  •  Rhoda  in  the  excess  of  her  joy  forgets  to  open 
the  door,  runs  into  the  house,  declares  the  news,  while  Peter  is 
left  in  the  street  still  knocking,  and  exposed  to  arrest.  The  pas 
sage  has  all  the  vividness  of  the  recital  of  an  eye-witness.  Mark 
was  undoubtedly  in  the  house  at  the  time,  and  may  have  com 
municated  the  circumstances  to  Luke  at  Antioch ;  or  Luke  may 
have  obtained  his  information  from  Barnabas,  who  was  a  relative 
of  the  family;  see  Col.  4,  10. 

V.  15.  8u(7xupi£€To,  affirmed  confidently. — o  ayyeXos  avrov  ecrnv, 
It  is  his  angel,  i.  e.  his  tutelary  angel  with  his  form  and  features. 
It  was  a  common  belief  among  the  Jews,  says  Lightfoot,  that 
every  individual  has  a  guardian  angel,  and  that  this  angel  may 
assume  a  visible  appearance  resembling  that  of  the  person  whose 
destiny  is  committed  to  him.  This  idea  appears  here  not  as  a 
doctrine  of  the  Scriptures,  but  as  a  popular  opinion,  which  is 
neither  affirmed  nor  denied. 

V.  17.  Karcwmcras  rfj  x€LP^  having  motioned  with  the  hand  down 
ward,  as  a  signal  that  he  would  speak,  and  wished  them  to  hear. 
Their  joy  was  so  tumultuous,  that  he  could  make  them  under 
stand  a  gesture  better  than  a  word.  — o-tyav.  His  object  was  not 
to  prevent  their  being  overheard,  and  so  discovered  by  their  ene 
mies,  but  to  secure  to  himself  an  opportunity  to  inform  them  how 
he  had  been  liberated.  —  6  Kvpios,  the  Lord,  as  the  angel  had  been 
sent  by  him;  see  v.  7,  11.  —  'Ia/«o/?u>.  James  is  distinguished 
from  the  others  on  account  of  his  office  as  pastor  of  the  church 
at  Jerusalem ;  see  on  v.  2.  —  /cat  e£eA.$wi/,  and  (probably  on  the 
same  night)  having  gone  forth,  i.  e.  from  the  house,  as  the  context 
most  readily  suggests;  hence  ei?  erepoi/  roVoi/  is  indefinite,  and 
may  denote  unto  another  place,  in  the  city  or  out  of  it.  It  is  most 
probable  that  he  left  the  city  for  a  time,  as  he  must  have  fore 
seen  (see  v.  19)  that  vigorous  efforts  would  be  made  to  retake 
and  destroy  him.  We  find  him  at  Jerusalem  again  a  few  years 
after  this;  see  15,  7.  He  may  have  returned  even  sooner 
than  that,  as  Agrippa  lived  but  a  short  time  after  this  occurrence. 
Catholic  writers  and  some  others  hold  that  Peter  proceeded  to 
Rome  at  this  time,  and  labored  for  the  Jews  there  as  the  apostle 
of  the  circumcision  (Gal.  2,  7 ;  1  Pet.  1,  1).  If  this  be  true,  he 
must  then  have  been  the  founder  of  the  church  in  that  city,  or 
nt  all  events  have  established  a  relation  to  it  personal  and  official, 
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stronger  than  that  of  any  other  teacher.  It  is  entirely  ad 
verse  to  this  view,  that  Paul  makes  no  allusion  to  Peter  in  his 
Epistle  to  the  Romans,  but  writes  with  a  tone  of  authority  which 
his  avowed  policy,  his  spirit  of  independence  (2  Cor.  10,  16), 
would  not  have  suffered  him  to  employ,  had  it  belonged  more 
properly  to  some  other  apostle  to  instruct  and  guide  the  Roman 
church.  The  best  opinion  from  traditionary  sources  is  that  Peter 
arrived  at  Rome  just  before  the  outbreak  of  Nero's  persecution, 
where  he  soon  perished  as  a  martyr.  It  is  related  that  he  was 
placed  on  the  cross,  at  his  own  request,  with  his  head  downward, 
as  if  unworthy  to  suffer  in  the  posture  of  the  Master  whom  he 
had  denied. 


VERSES   18.  19.      Trial  and  Execution  of  the  Soldiers. 


V.  18.  yevo/xevT/s  rjfjitpas,  when  day  had  come.  If  the  soldier  to 
whom  Peter  was  bound  had  been  changed  at  the  expiration  of 
each  watch  (see  on  v.  10),  why  did  they  not  ascertain  the  escape 
sooner  ?  Wieseler  (  Chronologic  u.  s.  w.  p.  220)  replies  that  the 
flight  took  place  in  the  last  watch  not  long  before  break  of  day. 
This  is  doubtful,  as  it  would  abridge  so  much  the  time  allowed 
for  the  interview  at  the  house  of  Mary,  and  for  the  departure 
from  the  city.  The  question  requires  no  answer  if  Walch's 
opinion  as  stated  in  v.  10  be  well  founded.  —  rapa^o?,  commotion, 
partaking  of  the  nature  both  of  inquiry  and  alarm.  The  former 
part  of  the  idea  leads  the  way  to  the  question  which  follows. 
There  was  reason  for  fear,  because  the  soldiers  in  such  a  case 
were  answerable  for  the  safety  of  the  prisoner,  and,  if  he  escaped, 
were  liable  to  suffer  the  punishment  which  would  have  been  in 
flicted  on  him.  Compare  16,  27  ;  Matt.  28,  14.  o-r/mTicorais  would 
include  naturally  the  entire  sixteen  (v.  4),  though  the  four  who 
were  on  guard  at  the  time  of  the  escape  had  most  reason  to 
tremble  for  their  lives.  —  ri  apa,  K.  T.  X.,  what  then  (syllogistical, 
since  he  was  gone)  was  become  of  Peter  ? 

V.  19.  draK/Hvas,  having  examined,  tried  them  for  a  breach  of 
discipline;  see  4,  9;  Luke  23,  14.  —  We  need  not  impute  to 
Herod  such  barbarity  as  that  of  putting  to  death  the  entire  de 
tachment.  ^uAttKas  may  be  understood  of  those  who  were  more 
immediately  responsible  for  the  prisoner's  safety.  —  airax^vat,  to 
be  led  away,  i.  e.  to  execution.  The  word  was  a  vox  sotcnnis  in 
this  sense,  as  Losner,  Kypke,  and  others  have  shown.  The  Ro 
mans  employed  ducere  in  the  same  absolute  way.  —  /cat  KareX^wv, 
K.  r.  X.  Herod  resided  usually  at  Jerusalem,  and  went  now  to 
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Caesarea,  as  Josephus  informs  us,  to  preside  at  the  public  games 
in  honor  of  the  Emperor  Claudius. 

VERSES  20-24.     Death  of  Herod  Agrippa  at  Ccesarea. 

V.  20.  The  reader  should  compare  the  narrative  of  this  event 
with  that  of  Josephus,  in  Antt.  19.  8.  2.  The  Jewish  historian  has 
confirmed  Luke's  account  in  the  most  striking  manner.  He  also 
makes  Cassarea  the  scene  of  the  occurrence ;  he  mentions  the 
assembly,  the  oration,  the  robe,  the  impious  acclamations  of  the 
people,  the  sudden  death  of  Herod,  and  adds  to  the  rest  that  his 
terrible  end  was  a  judgment  inflicted  upon  him  for  his  impiety. — 
^vfjio^ax^v  may  refer  to  an  open  war  or  violent  feeling  of  hostility. 
As  Josephus  makes  no  mention  of  any  actual  outbreak  between 
Agrippa  and  the  Phoenicians,  the  latter  is  probably  the  sense  of 
the  word  here.  The  Phoenicians  may  either  have  apprehended 
a  war  as  the  result  of  Agrippa's  anger,  or  they  may  have  been 
threatened  with  an  interruption  of  the  commerce  carried  on  be 
tween  them  and  the  Jews.  —  Trap^crav  Trpos  OVTOV,  came  unto  him, 
i.  e.  in  the  person  of  their  representatives ;  lit.  were  present,  the 
antecedent  motion  being  applied.  W.  §  50.  4.  —  Tm'o-ai/res,  having 
persuaded,  brought  to  their  interest.  Blastus,  judging  from  his 
name,  may  have  been  a  Greek  or  a  Roman.  His  influence  with 
the  king  was  the  reason  why  they  were  so  anxious  to  obtain  his 
mediation.  A  bribe  may  have  quickened  his  sympathy  with  the 
strangers.  —  eV!  roC  KOU-OH/OS,  over  his  bedchamber,  his  chamberlain. 
His  office  placed  him  near  the  king's  person  and  enabled  him  to 
hold  the  keys  to  his  heart  (Bmg.).  —  TJTOWTO  eipTJvr/v,  desired  peace, 
i.  e.  according  to  the  circumstances  of  the  case,  sought  to  avert 
a  rupture  of  it,  or,  if  it  was  already  impaired,  to  effect  its  restora 
tion.  Their  desire  for  this  result  may  have  been  increased  by 
the  existing  famine.  —  TO  rpe^eo-^ai,  K.  T.  A..,  because  their  country 
was  sustained,  etc.  The  Tyrians  and  Sidonians  were  a  commer 
cial  people,  and  procured  their  supplies  of  grain  chiefly  from  Pal 
estine  in  exchange  for  their  own  merchandise.  This  relation  of 
the  two  countries  to  each  other  had  existed  from  early  times ;  see 
•1  Kings  5,  9 ;  Ezra  3,  7 ;  Ezek.  27,  17. 

V.  21.  TaKrfj  rj^pa,  on  an  appointed  day,  which,  according  to 
Josephus,  was  the  1st  of  August,  and  the  second  day  of  the 
public  games.  —  cvoWa/zei/os  la-Srjra,  K.  T.  A.  The  circmstances 
related  by  Josephus  may  be  combined  (Howson,  I.  p.  158)  with 
Luke's  account,  as  follows  :  "  On  the  second  day  of  the  festival, 
Agrippa  came  into  the  theatre.  The  stone  seats,  rising  in  a  great 


CHAP.  XII,  21-24.  COMMENTARY.  203 

semicircle,  tier  above  tier,  were  covered  with  an  eycited  multi 
tude.  The  king  came  in,  clothed  in  magnificent  robes,  of  which 
silver  was  the  costly  and  brilliant  material.  It  was  early  in  the 
day,  and  the  sun's  rays  fell  upon  the  king,  so  that  the  eyes  of 
the  beholders  were  dazzled  with  the  brightness  which  surrounded 
him.  Voices  from  the  crowd,  here  and  there,  exclaimed  that  it 
was  the  apparition  of  so&ething  divine.  And  when  he  spoke  and 
made  an  oration  to  them,  they  gave  a  shout,  saying, '  It  is  the  voice 
of  a  god,  and  not  of  a  man.'  But  in  the  midst  of  this  idolatrous 
ostentation,  an  angel  of  God  suddenly  smote  him.  He  was  carried 
out  of  the  theatre  a  dying  man,  and  on  the  6th  of  August  he  was 
dead."  —  eVt  TOV  /?rj/x.aros,  upon  the  seat,  or  throne,  provided  for  him 
in  the  theatre;  see  on  19,  29.  —  cS^pTyopet,  spoke  publicly ;  because 
though  he  directed  his  speech  to  the  deputies,  he  was  heard  also 
by  the  people  who  were  present  (v.  22).  The  Phoenicians  were 
there  as  suppliants  for  peace,  and  the  king's  object  now  was  to 
announce  to  them  his  decision.  The  giving  audience  to  ambas 
sadors  and  replying  to  them  in  public  was  not  uncommon  in  an 
cient  times.  —  Trpos  avrovs,  unto  them,  i.  e.  the  Tynans  and  Sido- 
nians  as  represented  by  their  agents.  The  pronoun  does  not 
refer  to  %u>s.  See  W.  $  22.  3.  1.  It  was  the  messengers,  not 
the  Caesareans  who  awaited  the  king's  answer. 

V.  22.  c7re<j[>oW,  shouted  thereupon,  again  and  again.  It  enhanced 
the  eloquence  no  doubt,  that  what  they  had  heard  accorded  with 
their  wishes.  In  such  a  city,  the  bulk  of  the  assembly  would  be 
heathen  (see  on  8,  40),  and  #eov  may  be  taken  in  their  sense  of 
the  term. 

V.  23.  dv«9*  wv,  K.  r.  A.,  because  he  gave  not  glory  to  God,  i.  e. 
did  not  repel  the  impious  flattery,  was  willing  to  receive  it.  Some 
editors  insert  rr/v  before  So£av.  —  /cat  yevo/xevos,  K.  r.  A.,  and  having 
been  eaten  with  worms,  he  expired.  In  ascribing  Agrippa's  death 
to  such  a  cause,  Luke  makes  it  evident  that  he  did  not  mean  to 
represent  it  as  instantaneous.  His  statement,  therefore,  does  not 
oppose  that  of  Josephus,  who  says  that  Herod  lingered  for  five 
days  after  the  first  attack,  in  the  greatest  agony,  and  then  died. 
It  is  evident  also  for  the  same  reason,  that  Luke  did  not  consider 
the  angel  as  the  author  of  Herod's  death  in  any  such  sense  as  to 
exclude  the  intervention  of  secondary  causes. 

V.  24.  8e,  but,  contrasts  slightly  the  fate  of  Herod,  the  perse 
cutor  of  the  church,  with  the  prosperity  of  the  church  itself.  — 
6  Aoyos  ....  eTrXrjSvveTo,  the  word  of  God  grew,  was  diffused  more 
and  more,  and  increased*,  i.  e.  (comp.  6,  1)  was  embraced  by  in 
creasing  numbers.  Ao'yos  suggests  the  complex  idea  of  doctrine 
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and  disciples,  and  the  verbs  which  follow  divide  the  idea  into  its 
parts. 

VERSE  25.     Barnabas  and  Saul  return  to  Antioch. 

V.  25.  This  verse  appears  to  be  introductory  to  the  subject  of 
the  next  chapter.  It  was  proper  to  apprise  the  reader  that  Barna 
bas  and  Saul  returned  to  Antioch  (see  11,  30),  since  the  narrative 
of  what  next  occurred  in  that  city  implies  that  they  were  there, 
and  no  mention  has  been  made  of  their  return.  Paul  and  Barnabas 
made  this  journey  to  Jerusalem  probably  near  the  beginning  of 
the  year  A.  D.  45 ;  for  the  famine  commenced  at  the  close  of  the 
preceding  year  (see  on  11,  28),  and  the  supplies  collected  in  an 
ticipation  of  that  event  would  naturally  be  forwarded  before  the 
distress  began  to  be  severe.  That  the  journey  took  place  about 
this  time  results  also  from  its  being  mentioned  in  connection  with 
Herod's  death.  The  two  friends  appear  to  have  remained  at 
Jerusalem  but  a  short  time,  as  may  be  inferred  from  the  object 
of  their  mission,  and  still  more  decisively  from  the  absence  of 
any  allusion  to  this  journey  in  Gal.  2,  1  sq.  — 'Iwaw^v.  John  was 
a  relative  of  Barnabas,  as  we  learn  from  Col.  4,  10;  and  this 
relationship  may  have  led  to  the  present  connection.  He  ap 
pears  next  in  the  history  as  their  associate  in  missionary  labors 
(13,  5). 


CHAPTER    XIII. 

VERSES   1-3.     Barnabas  and  Saul  are  sent  to  preach  to  the  Hea 
then. 

V.  1.  The  narrative  mentions  three  different  journeys  of  Paul 
among  the  heathen ;  the  account  of  the  first  of  these  commences 
here.  —  rive's  (probably  not  genuine)  would  indicate  that  those 
named  were  not  all  the  teachers  at  Antioch.  —  In  Ka.ro.  rty  eV/cA?/- 
o-tav  the  preposition  may  be  directive  as  well  as  local:  in  the 
church  and  for  its  benefit.  The  office  supplied  a  correspondent 
(Kara)  want.  Or  the  idea  may  be  that  of  distribution :  such 
teachers  belonging  to  the  different  churches  (comp.  14,  23),  the 
writer's  mind  passes  along  the  series  to  those  at  Antioch. 
—  TrpoffrrjraL  (see  on  2,  17)  is  the  specific  term;  StSacr/ca/Voi  the 
generic.  The  prophets  were  all  teachers,  but  the  reverse  was 
not  true.  Compare  the  note  on  14,  23.  —  2v/xewv.  Symeon  is 
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otherwise  unknown.  He  was  evidently  a  Jew,  and  hence  in  his 
intercourse  with  Gentiles  (see  on  v.  9)  was  called  also  Niger. 
The  latter  was  a  familiar  name  among  the  Romans,  and  is  a  pre 
carious  reason  for  inferring  ( Alf.)  that  he  was  an  African  prose 
lyte. —  AOVKIOS  may  be  the  Lucius  who  is  mentioned  in  Rom.  16, 
21.  Some  have  thought  that  Luke,  the  writer  of  the  Acts  (no 
doubt  a  native  of  Antioch),  may  be  intended  here ;  but  AOVKWS 
and  AovKiavos  or  Aov/cas  are  different  names.  See  W.  §  16.  4.  R.  1. 
—  Kvp^aws.  See  on  2,  10. — Mavaijv  =  dnw  (2  Kings  15,  14) 
occurs  only  here.  —  'HpwSov  TOV  rerpap^ov.  This  Herod  was  the 
one  who  put  to  death  John  the  Baptist;  a  son  of  Herod  the" 
Great,  and  an  uncle  of  Agrippa,  whose  death  has  just  been  re 
lated.  He  was  now  in  exile  on  the  banks  of  the  Rhone,  but 
though  divested  of  his  office  is  called  tetrarch,  because  he  was 
best  known  under  that  title  ;  see  on  4,  6.  There  are  two  views 
as  to  the  import  of  o-vvrpofos.  One  is  that  it  means  comrade,  lit. 
one  brought  up,  educated  with  another.  It  was  very  common  for 
persons  of  rank  to  associate  other  children  with  their  own,  for 
the  purpose  of  sharing  their  amusements  and  studies,  and  by 
their  example  serving  to  excite  them  to  greater  emulation.  Jose- 
phus,  Plutarch,  Polybius,  and  others,  speak  of  this  ancient  prac 
tice.  So  Calvin,  Grotius,  Schott,  Baumgarten,  and  others.  The 
more  approved  opinion  is  that  it  means  collactaneus,  nourished  at 
the  same  breast,  foster-brother.  Kuinoel,  Olshausen,  Tholuck, 
De  Wette,  and  others,  after  Walch  de  Menachemo,  adopt  that 
meaning.  The  mother  of  Manaen,  according  to  this  view,  was 
Herod's  nurse.  In  either  case  the  relation  is  mentioned  as  an 
honorary  one. 

V.  2.  \€LTovpyovvrwv  refers  here  to  the  rites  of  Christian  wor 
ship,  as  prayer,  exhortation,  fasting,  see  v.  3.  15;  14,  23.  —  avreov, 
i.  e.  the  prophets  and  teachers.  The  participation  of  others  in 
the  service  is  not  asserted,  or  denied.  It  is  possible  that  they 
were  observing  a  season  of  prayer  with  reference  to  this  very 
question,  What  were  their  duties  in  relation  to  the  heathen.  — 
cu^o/Ho-are  8rj  jam,  Separate  now  for  me,  i.  e.  for  the  Holy  Spirit 
The  Spirit  makes  the  revelation,  selects  the  missionaries,  assigns 
to  them  their  work.  The  personality  of  the  agent  may  be  in 
ferred  from  such  acts.  The  command  in  this  form  was  ad 
dressed  to  the  associates  of  Barnabas  and  Saul,  but  the  latter  * 
would  hear  the  same  voice  pointing  out  to  them  their  duty 
and  directing  them  to  perform  the  service  laid  upon  them.  —  8-q 
strengthens  the  command;  see  15,  36;  Luke  2,  15.  K.  $  315.  1. 
The  verb  contains  the  idea  both  of  selection  and  consecration.  — 
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o,  unto  which,  without  the  preposition  because  the  antecedent  has 
it;  comp.  rj  r)pxov  ^n  ^»  ^-  — *p«ttcAcXjj>/&u»*  has  a  middle  sense.  W. 
$  39.  3.  The  nature  of  this  work,  not  stated  here,  we  learn  from 
the  subsequent  narrative ;  they  were  to  go  into  foreign  countries 
and  publish  the  gospel  to  Jews  and  Gentiles.  The  great  object 
of  the  mission  was  doubtless  to  open  more  effectually  "  the  door 
of  faith  to  the  heathen." 

V.  3.  Tore,  K.  r.  A..,  Then  having  fasted,  etc.  This  was  a  differ 
ent  fast  from  that  spoken  of  in  v.  2,  and  observed  probably  by 
the  body  of  the  church.  —  On  eTri^evres  ra?  ^ei/oas  avrots,  see  6,  6. 
'  The  act  was  a  representative  one,  and  though  performed  by  a 
part  involves  the  idea  of  a  general  participation.  Paul  was  al 
ready  a  minister  and  an  apostle  (see  Gal.  1, 1  sq.,  where  he  claims 
this  character  from  the  outset),  and  by  this  service  he  and  Barna 
bas  were  now  merely  set  apart  for  the  accomplishment  of  a 
specific  work.  They  were  summoned  to  a  renewed  and  more  sys 
tematic  prosecution  of  the  enterprise  of  converting  the  heathen ; 
see  on  9,30;  11,20.  —  a-rreXvo-av,  sent  away.  That  the  subject 
of  this  verb  includes  the  Antiochian  Christians  in  general,  may 
be  argued  from  the  analogous  case  in  15,  40.  The  brethren 
commended  Paul  to  God  as  he  departed  on  his  second  mission. 


VERSES  4-12.     The  Journey  to  Cyprus,  and  its  Results. 

V.  4.  €K7T€fjL^€vr€<5.  We  may  place  this  mission  in  the  year 
A.  D  45.  It  does  not  appear  that  they  remained  long  at  Antioch 
before  their  departure.  See  the  note  on  12,  25.  —  ek  TTJV  2eXn5- 
Keiav.  Seleucia  lay  west  of  Antioch,  on  the  sea-coast,  five  miles 
north  of  the  mouth  of  the  Orontes.  It  was  situated  on  the  rocky 
eminence,  forming  the  southern  extremity  of  the  hilly  range 
called  Pieria.  The  harbor  and  mercantile  suburb  were  on  level 
ground  towards  the  west.  A  village  called  Antakia  and  interest 
ing  ruins  point  out  the  ancient  site.  "  The  inner  basin,  or  dock, 
(there  were  two  ports)  is  now  a  morass ;  but  its  dimensions  can 
be  measured,  and  the  walls  that  surrounded  it  can  be  distinctly 
traced.  The  position  of  the  ancient  flood-gates,  and  the  passage 
through  which  the  vessels  were  moved  from  the  inner  to  the 
outer  harbor,  can  be  accurately  marked.  The  very  piers  of  the 
'outer  harbor  are  still  to  be  seen  under  the  water.  The  stones 
are  of  great  size,  some  of  them  twenty  feet  long,  five  feet  deep, 
and  six  feet  wide ;  and  are  fastened  to  each  other  with  iron 
cramps.  The  masonry  of  ancient  Selucia  is  still  so  good,  that 
not  long  since  a  Turkish  Pacha  conceived  the  idea  of  clearing 
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out  and  repairing  the  harbor."  See  authorities  in  Howson.  Those 
piers  were  still  unbroken,  this  great  seaport  of  the  Seleucids 
and  the  Ptolemies  was  as  magnificent  as  ever,  under  the  sway 
of  the  Romans,  when  Paul  and  Barnabas  passed  through  it  on 
their  present  mission.  Whether  they  came  down  (KarrjXSov) 
from  the  interior  to  the  coast  by  land,  or  by  water,  is  uncertain. 
The  windings  of  the  river  make  the  distance  about  forty-one 
miles,  but  by  land  it  is  only  sixteen  miles  and  a  half.  At  present, 
the  Orontes  is  not  navigable,  in  consequence  of  a  bar  at  the 
mouth,  and  other  obstructions;  but  Strabo  says  (16.  2),  that  in 
his  time  they  sailed  up  the  stream  in  one  day.  The  road,  though 
it  is  now  mostly  overgrown  with  shrubs,  was  then  doubtless  a 
well  worn  track  like  the  road  from  the  PirsBus  to  Athens,  or  from 
Ostia  to  Rome.  At  Seleucia,  the  two  missionaries  with  their 
companion  went  on  board  (aTreVAeixrav)  one  of  the  numerous  ves 
sels  which  must  have  been  constantly  plying  between  that  port 
and  the  fertile  Cyprus.  "  As  they  cleared  the  port,  the  whole 
sweep  of  the  bay  of  Antioch  opened  on  their  left,  —  the  low 
ground  by  the  mouth  of  the  Orontes,  —  the  wild  and  woody 
country  beyond  it,  —  and  then  the  peak  of  Mount  Cassius,  rising 
symmetrically  from  the  very  edge  of  the  sea  to  a  height  of  five 
thousand  feet.  On  the  right,  in  the  south-west  horizon,  if  the 
day  was  clear,  they  saw  the  island  of  Cyprus  from  the  first. 
The  current  sets  northerly  and  north-east  between  the  island  and 
the  Syrian  coast.  But  with  a  fair  wind,  a  few  hours  would  ena 
ble  them  to  run  down  from  Seleucia  to  Salamis ;  and  the  land 
would  rapidly  rise  in  forms  well  known  and  familiar  to  Barnabas 
and  Mark."  Howson,  I.  p.  169.  The  fact  that  Barnabas  was  a 
native  of  Cyprus  (4,  36)  may  have  induced  them  to  give  this 
direction  to  their  journey. 

V.  5.  KOL  yevo/xevot  ei/  5a\a/Atvi,  And  having  arrived  in  Salamu. 
This  town  was  on  the  eastern  shore  of  Cyprus,  "  on  a  bight  of 
the  coast  to  the  north  of  the  river  Pediaeus.  A  large  city  by  the 
sea-shore,  a  wide-spread  plain  with  corn-fields  and  orchards,  and 
the  blue  distance  of  mountains  beyond,  composed  the  view  on 
which  the  eyes  of  Barnabas  and  Saul  rested  when  they  came  to 
anchor  in  the  bay  of  Salamis." — rats  owaywyats  indicates  that 
the  Jews  here  were  numerous,  since  in  other  places  where  they 
were  few  they  had  only  one  synagogue  ;  comp.  17,  1 ;  18,  4. 
This  intimation  is  confirmed  by  ancient  testimony.  In  the  time 
of  Trajan,  A.  D.  116,  the  Jews  in  Cyprus  were  so  powerful  that 
they  rose  and  massacred  two  hundred  and  forty  thousand  of  the 
Greek  inhabitants  (Dio  Cass.  68.  32).  In  revenge  for  this 
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slaughter,  Hadrian,  who  was  afterwards  emperor,  landed  on  the 
island,  and  either  put  to  death  or  expelled  the  entire  Jewish  pop 
ulation.  At  the  time  of  Paul's  visit,  many  of  the  Cyprian  Jews 
must  have  resided  at  Salamis,  which  was  the  seat  of  a  lucrative 
commerce.  —  et^ov  ....  vTryperyv,  and  they  had  also  John  (see  12, 
25)  as  an  assistant  —  in  what?  *ai,  as  I  think,  recalls  most  natu 
rally  /car^yyeXov  TOV  Xoyov ;  and  the  answer  would  be  that  he  as 
sisted  them  in  the  declaration  of  the  word.  Compare  26,  16 ; 
Luke  1,  2  ;  1  Cor.  4,  1.  But  the  view  of  most  critics  is  different ; 
they  suppose  John  to  have  had  charge  of  the  incidental  cares 
of  the  party,  so  as  to  leave  Paul  and  Barnabas  more  at  liberty 
to  preach  the  gospel.  We  are  not  informed  how  long  they  re 
mained  at  Salamis,  or  what  success  attended  their  labors. 

V.  6.  SteX^oVres,  K.  T.  A.,  And  having  passed  through  the  whole 
island  unto  Paphos,  which  was  at  the  other  end  of  Cyprus.  The 
city  intended  here  was  new  Paphos,  in  distinction  from  the  old 
city  of  that  name,  which  was  several  miles  farther  south.  The 
distance  from  east  to  west  was  not  more  than  a  hundred  miles. 
The  Peutingerian  Table1  (which  dates  probably  from  the  time 
of  Alexander  Severas,  i.  e.  about  A.  D.  230)  represents  a  public 
road  as  extending  from  Salamis  to  Paphos.  If  that  road  existed 
at  this  earlier  period,  Paul  arrived  at  Paphos  in  a  short  time,  and 
without  difficulty.  The  present  Baffa  occupies  the  site  of  that 
city.  —  evpov  TWO.  pdyov,  found  a  certain  Magian,  which  was  his 
professional  title,  since  it  stands  for  'EAi^as  in  v.  8 ;  not  sorcerer 
(E.  V.),  which  would  be  opprobrious.  —  if/fv8cnrpo<fy^njv  is  the  nar 
rator's  term  for  describing  him ;  he  was  a  fortune-teller,  but  his  art 
was  an  imposition.  It  may  appear  singular  that  a  person  of  his 
character  should  so  mislead  and  captivate  the  prudent  Sergius. 
But  the  incident  presents  in  fact  a  true  picture  of  the  times. 
At  that  period  (I  abridge  Mr.  Howson's  paragraph  here)  impos 
tors  from  the  East,  pretending  to  magical  powers,  had  great 
influence  over  the  Roman  mind.  The  East  but  recently  thrown 
open  was  the  land  of  mystery  to  the  western  nations.  Reports 
of  the  strange  arts  practised  there,  of  the  wonderful  events  of 
which  it  was  the  scene,  excited  almost  fanatically  the  imao-ina- 
tion  both  of  the  populace  and  the  aristocracy  of  Rome.  Syrian 
fortune-tellers  crowded  the  capital,  and  appeared  in  all  the 
haunts  of  business  and  amusement.  The  strongest  minds  were 
not  superior  to  their  influence.  Marius  relied  on  a  Jewish 
prophetess  for  regulating  the  progress  of  his  campaigns.  Pompey, 

1  See  Forbiger's  Handbuch  der  alten  Geographic,  Vol.  I.  p.  469  sq. 
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Crassus,  and  Caesar  sought  information  from  Oriental  astrology. 
Juvenal  paints  to  us  the  Emperor  Tiberius  "  sitting  on  the 
rock  of  Capri,  with  rjiis  flock  of  Chaldaeans  round  him."  The 
astrologers  and  sorcerers,  says  Tacitus,  are  a  class  of  men  who 
''will  always  be  discarded  and  always  cherished." 

V.  7.  os  ty,  K.  r.  A.,  who  was  with  the  proconsul  Sergius  Paulus. 
It  would  not  have  been  correct  to  apply  this  title  to  the  governor 
of  every  Roman  province,  or  even  to  the  governor  of  the  same 
province  at  different  periods.  It  was  so  difficult  to  observe  accu 
racy  in  the  use  of  the  varying  titles  given  to  Roman  magistrates, 
that  several  of  the  classic  authors  of  this  period  have,  beyond  all 
question,  misapplied  them  in  various  instances.  Luke  was  ex 
posed  to  error  in  this  passage  on  the  right  hand  and  on  the  left. 
On  the  establishment  of  the  empire,  Augustus  divided  the  prov 
inces  into  two  classes.  Those  which  required  a  military  force 
he  retained  in  his  own  hands,  and  the  others  he  committed  to 
the  care  of  the  Senate  and  the  Roman  people.  The  officers  or 
Governors  sent  into  the  emperor's  provinces  were  styled  proprae 
tors  or  legates  (proprietor  es,  legati,  or  avTio-T/Darvyyoi,  Trpeo-ySevrat) ; 
those  sent  into  the  people's  provinces  were  called  proconsuls 
(proconsules,  avSv-n-aroL).  Cypms,  then,  must  have  been  a  senato- 
rian  province  at  this  time,  or  Luke  has  assigned  to  Sergius  a 
false  title.  But,  further,  the  same  province  was  often  transferred 
from  one  jurisdiction  to  another.  Thus,  in  the  present  instance, 
Augustus  at  first  reserved  Cyprus  to  himself  and  committed  its 
administration  to  propraetors,  or  legates.  Strabo  informs  us  of 
that  circumstance,  and  there  leaves  the  matter.  Hence  it  was 
supposed  for  a  long  time  that  Luke  had  committed  an  oversight 
here,  or  had  styled  Sergius  proconsul  without  knowing  the  exact 
import  of  the  appellation.  But  a  passage  was  discovered  at 
length  in  Dio  Cassius  (53.  12),  which  states  that  Augustus  sub 
sequently  relinquished  Cyprus  to  the  Senate  in  exchange  for 
another  province,  and  (54.  4)  that  it  was  governed  henceforth  by 
proconsuls :  /ecu  ovro>s  avSv-n-arot  KOL  es  e/cetva  TO,  Z$vr}  Tre/zTrecr^at 
»7p£ai/To.  Coins,  too,  have  been  found,  struck  in  the  reign  of 
Claudius,  which  confirm  Luke's  accuracy.  Bishop  Marsh  men 
tions  one  on  which  this  very  title,  av^Traros,  is  applied  to 
Cominius  Proems,  a  governor  of  Cyprus.  It  was  in  the  reign  of 
Claudius  that  Paul  visited  this  island.  For  similar  confirmations 
of  our  history,  see  on  18,  12 ;  19,  38.  —  o-wer<5,  intelligent,  discern 
ing.  It  may  have  been  his  possession  of  this  quality  that 
prompted  him  to  seek  the  acquaintance  of  Elymas;  he  may 
have  hoped  to  gain  from  him  that  deeper  knowledge  of  futurity 
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and  of  the  mysteries  of  nature  which  the  human  mind  craves  so 
instinctively.  It  certainly  was  proof  of  his  discernment,  that  he 
was  not  deceived  by  the  man  s  pretensions ;  that,  on  hearing  of 
the  arrival  of  Paul  and  Barnabas,  he  sent  for  them,  and  on  the 
strength  of  the  evidence  which  confirmed  their  doctrine,  yielded 
his  mind  to  it.  —  eTre^r^crev,  desired  earnestly.  —  TOV  Xoyov  rov  $eov, 
the  word  of  God,  designates  the  new  doctrine  from  Luke's 
point  of  view  (Mey.). 

V.  8.  'EA.u///,as  is  an  Arabic  word  which  means  the  wise.  It 
was  a  title  of  honor,  like  6  /xayos,  to  which  it  is  here  put  as 
equivalent.  He  was  born,  perhaps,  in  Arabia,  or  had  lived  there ; 
and  may  have  assumed  this  name  in  a  boastful  spirit,  or  may 
have  received  it  from  others,  as  a  compliment  to  his  skill.  — 
£?;TWV  ....  Trto-reo)?,  seeking  to  turn  aside  the  proconsul  Jrom  the 
faith,  i.  e.  from  adopting  it ;  for  he  was  not  yet  a  believer  (see  v. 
12). 

V.  9.  6  /cat  IIou)Ao9,  the  also  Paul  =  6  KOL  /caXov/xevo?  IlavAos.  6 
is  the  article  here,  not  a  pronoun.  W.  §  18.  1.  The  origin  of 
this  name  is  still  disputed.  Among  the  later  critics,  Olshausen 
and  Meyer  adhere  to  the  older  view,  that  Paul  assumed  it  out 
of  respect  to  Sergius  '  Paulus,  who  was  converted  by  his  instru 
mentality.  But  had  the  writer  connected  the  name  with  that 
event,  he  would  have  introduced  it  more  naturally  after  v.  12. 
He  makes  use  of  it,  it  will  be  observed,  before  speaking  of  the 
proconsul's  conversion.  Neander  objects  further,  that  it  was 
customary  among  the  ancients  for  the  pupil  to  adopt  the  name 
of  the  teacher,  not  the  teacher  to  adopt  that  of  the  pupil.  There 
is  force,  too,  in  his  remark,  that,  according  to  this  view,  the  apos 
tle  would  seem  to  recognize  the  salvation  of  a  distinguished 
person  as  more  important  than  that  of  others ;  for  that  Sergius 
was  his  first  convert  from  heathenism,  and  received  this  honor 
on  that  account,  assumes  incorrectly  that  he  had  preached  hith 
erto  to  none  but  those  of  his  own  nation.  It  is  more  probable 
that  Paul  acquired  this  name  like  other  Jews  in  that  age ;  who, 
when  they  associated  with  foreigners,  had  often  two  names,  the 
one  Jewish,  the  other  foreign;  sometimes  entirely  distinct,  as 
Onias  and  Menelaus,  Hillel  and  Pollio,  and  sometimes  similar  in 
sound,  as  Tarphon  and  Trypho,  Silas  and  Silvanus.  In  like 
manner  the  apostle  may  have  been  known  as  Saul  among  the 
Jews,  and  Paul  among  the  heathen ;  and,  being  a  native  of  a 
foreign  city,  as  Lightfoot  suggests,  he  may  have  borne  the  two 
names  from  early  life.  This  explanation  of  the  origin  of  the 
name  accounts  for  its  introduction  at  this  stage  of  the  history. 
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It  is  here  for  the  first  time  that  Luke  speaks  directly  of  Paul's  la 
bors  among  the  heathen ;  and  it  is  natural  that  he  should  apply  to 
him  the  name  by  which  he  was  chiefly  known  in  that  sphere  of 
his  ministry.  According  to  some,  the  name  changes  here,  because 
Luke  has  followed  hitherto  written  memoranda,  in  which  the 
apostle  was  called  Saul  (Neand.  Alf).  This  hypothesis  is  un 
necessary,  and  improbable.  Luke  had  no  need  of  such  memoirs, 
as  he  could  learn  from  Paul  himself  all  that  he  has  related  of 
him  ;  and  further,  the  style  of  what  precedes,  instead  of  indicat 
ing  a  different  hand,  is  homogeneous  with  that  which  follows. 
Zeller,  though  he  denies  that  Luke  wrote  the  Acts,  maintains 
that  a  single  author  must  have  written  it.  — TrX-rjo-Scis,  K.  r.  \.  He 
was  thus  impelled  to  expose  the  man's  wickedness,  and  to  an 
nounce  his  punishment. 

V.  10.  SoXov,  deceit,  refers  to  his  occupation;  paSioupyias,  wick 
edness,  to  his  character.  —  vie  StafioXov,  son  of  the  devil.  The 
kindredship  is  that  of  disposition,  moral  resemblance ;  see  John 
8, 44.  The  second  noun  is  sufficiently  definite  to  omit  the  article. 
W.  $  19.  1.  It  has  the  article,  however,  in  other  passages,  ex 
cept  1  Pet.  5,  8,  where  it  stands  in  apposition.  —  ov  Travarj  .... 
cv&t'as;  Wilt  thou  not  cease  to  pervert,  i.  e.  to  misrepresent,  malign, 
the  right  ways  of  the  Lord  ?  viz.  those  which  he  requires  men  to 
follow,  as  repentance,  faith,  obedience.  It  was  Christian  truth, 
the  gospel,  which  he  opposed.  Most  critics  prefer  the  interroga 
tive  form  of  the  sentence  as  more  forcible  than  the  declarative, 
ov  denies  Trav(rri=  persist  (W.  $  57.  3),  and  implies  the  ordinary 
affirmative  answer,  ev^ei'as  suggests  possibly  a  contrast  with  the 
impostor's  own  ways,  so  full  of  deceit  and  obliquity. 

V.  11.  xeip  Kvpwv  sc.  eo-rt,  hand  of  the  Lord;  here  God  perhaps 
as  the  phrase  is  common  in  the  Old  Testament.  —  eVt  ere,  upon  thee, 
viz.  i.  e.  for  punishment;  in  a  good  sense,  in  11,  21. — ^  /^XeVwv 
states  a  consequence,  hence  /A??,  not  ov.  —  o^pt  /catpov,  until  a  season, 
a  certain  time ;  comp.  Luke  4,  13  The  infliction  would  be  tem 
porary ;  either  because  the  object  (see  next  verse)  did  not  require 
it  to  be  permanent,  or  because  the  mildness  might  conduce  to  the 
man's  repentance.  —  d^Aus  /cat  O-KOTOS,  a  mist  and  darkness,  related 
as  cause  and  effect ;  or  by  degrees,  first  one  and  then  the  other. 
—  e^ra  states  his  habit  (imperf.)  during  the  period  of  his  blind 
ness. 

V.  12.  cKTrX^o-o-o/A-evo?  ....  Kvpi'ov,  being  astonished  at  the  doctrine 
of  the  Lord,  i.  e.  its  confirmation  by  such  a  miracle,  comp.  Mark 
1,27. 
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VERSES   13-15.      They  proceed  to  Perga,  and  thence  to  Antioch  in 

Pisidia. 

V.  13.  drax-^eVres,  having  put  to  sea,  lit.  having  gone  up  (note 
the  etymology),  because  the  sea  appears  higher  than  the  land. 
Paphos  was  on  the  sea-shore,  and  they  would  embark  at  that 
place.  —  01  Trepl  rov  TLavXov,  Paul  and  his  companions,  vrept  pre 
sents  the  name  after  it  as  the  central  object  of  the  group,  see 
John  11,  19.  W.  §  53.  i.  Hitherto  the  order  has  been  Barnabas 
and  Saul ;  but  from  this  time  Paul  appears  in  the  narrative  as 
the  principal  person,  and  Barnabas  as  subordinate.  —  rj\.$ov  eis 
n^pyrjv,  came  unto  Perga.  Triey  must  have  "  sailed  past  the 
promontories  of  Drepantun  and  Acamas,  and  then  across  the 
waters  of  the  Pamphylian  Sea,  leaving  on  the  right  the  cliffs 
(six  hundred  feet  high)  which  form  the  western  boundary  of 
Cilicia,  to  the  innermost  bend  of  the  bay  of  Attaleia."  Perga 
was  the  chief  city  of  Pamphylia,  situated  on  the  Oestrus,  about 
seven  miles  from  its  mouth.  A  bar  obstructs  the  entrance  of  this 
river  at  the  present  time  ;  but  Strabo  (14.  4)  says  expressly  that 
it  was  navigable  in  his  day  as  far  up  as  Perga.  The  ruins  of 
this  city  are  to  be  seen  still,  sixteen  miles  northeast  of  the  mod 
ern  Adalia,  or  Satalia.  They  consist  of  "  walls  and  towers,  col 
umns  and  cornices,  a  theatre  and  a  stadium,  a  broken  aqueduct, 
and  tombs  scattered  on  both  sides  of  the  site  of  the  town.  Noth 
ing  else  remains  of  Perga  but  the  beauty  of  its  natural  situation, 
between  and  upon  the  sides  of  two  hills,  with  an  extensive  val 
ley  in  front,  watered  by  the  river  Cestrus,  and  backed  by  the 
mountains  of  the  Taurus."  ]  — 'Iwdwys,  K.  r.  A.  Why  John  Mark 
left  them  so  abruptly  is  unknown.  It  is  certain  from  15,  38  (see 
the  note  there)  that  his  reason  for  turning  back  was  not  one  which 
Paul  approved.  He  returned  not  to  Antioch,  but  Jerusalem, 
where  his  home  was  (12,  12). 

V.  14.  avroL,  they  themselves,  unaccompanied  by  their  former 
associate.  —  OLTTO  T???  Hepyr)*;.  The  stay  at  Perga,  therefore,  was 
brief;  they  did  not  even  preach  there  at  this  time ;  comp.  14,  25. 
What  occasioned  this  singular  haste  1  Very  possibly,  as  Howson 
suggests,  they  arrived  there  in  the  spring  of  the  year,  and,  in 
order  to  prosecute  their  journey  into  the  interior,  were  obliged  to 
advance  without  delay.  "  Earlier  in  the  season  the  passes  would 
have  been  filled  with  snow.  In  the  heat  of  summer  the  weather 

1  Sir  C.  Fellows's  "Asia  Minor,"  pp.  190-193. 
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would  have  been  less  favorable  for  the  expedition.  In  the  au 
tumn  the  disadvantages  would  have  been  still  greater,  from  the 
approaching  difficulties  of  winter."  On  the  journey  from  the 
coast  to  the  interior,  Paul  may  have  encountered  some  of  the 
"  perils  of  robbers  "  (/cu/Swots  Xya-ruv)  and  "  perils  of  rivers  "  (KtvSv- 
vois  TroTCLfjLuv),  to  wliich  he  alludes  in  2  Cor.  11,  26.  The  maraud 
ing  habits  of  the  people  on  the  mountains  which  he  now  crossed 
were  notorious  in  all  ancient  history.  The  country  swarmed  with 
banditti  of  the  most  desperate  character.  The  physical  charac 
ter  of  the  region  exposed  him,  also,  to  the  other  class  of  dangers. 
The  streams  here  are  numerous  and  violent,  beyond  those  of  any 
other  tract  in  Asia  Minor.  Torrents  "  burst  out  at  the  base  of 
huge  cliffs,  or  dash  down  wildly  through  narrow  ravines."  See 
Howson  for  fuller  information  on  these  points.  —  eis  'An-io^iav. 
Antioch,  which  lay  north  from  Perga,  was  on  the  central  table 
land  of  Asia  Minor,  on  the  confines  of  Pisidia  and  Phrygia.  It 
was  built  by  the  founder  of  the  Syrian  Antioch.  Under  Augus 
tus  it  rose  to  the  rank  of  a  colony.  It  was  now  an  important 
city,  inhabited  by.  many  Greeks,  Romans,  and  Jews,  in  addition 
to  its  native  population.  The  site  of  Antioch  was  first  identified 
by  Mr.  Arundel  in  1833.  —  rwv  ora^arcov,  of  the  Sabbath,  i.  e.  the 
rest  season.  The  plural  arose  probably  from  the  fact,  that 
such  a  season  included  often  more  than  one  day.  See  W.  $ 
27.  3. 

V.  15.  /ACTO,  Se  TTJV  dvayvwa-tv,  K.  r.  \.  The  practice  of  reading 
the  Scriptures  in  this  manner  grew  up  probably  during  the  exile. 
Win.  Realw.  II.  p.  5-18.  VO/AO?  here  designates  the  Pentateuch ; 
Trpo^rjrat,  the  other  books  of  the  Old  Testament,  see  Matt.  5,  1? ; 
Luke  16,  16,  etc.  The  Psalms  formed  sometimes  a  third  division, 
see  Luke  24,  44. —  aTreVmAai/,  sc.  vTrr/peV^v  (Luke  4,  20),  the  rulers 
of  the  synagogue  (see  on  9,  2)  sent  unto  them  a  servant.  It  may 
have  been  known  that  they  were  teachers,  or,  as  Hemsen  sug 
gests,  they  may  Tiave  occupied  a  seat  which  indicated  that  such 
was  their  office.  — ev  tyxu/,  in,  you,  in  your  minds  ;  comp.  Gal.  1, 
16;  Phil.  1,  5.  —  TrapaKArjo-eco;,  exhortation.  The  object  was  to  in 
cite  them  to  a  stricter  observance  of  the  law. 

VERSES   16-41.      The  Discourse  of  Paul  at  Antioch. 

The  topics  arc,  first,  the  goodness  of  God  to  Israel,  especially 
in  having  promised  to  send  to  them  a  Saviour,  16-25;  secondly, 
Jesus  has  been  proved  to  be  this  Saviour,  by  his  death  and  res 
urrection,  in  accordance  with  the  prophecies  of  the  Old  Testa- 
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ment,  26-37 ;  and,  thirdly,  it  is  the  duty  of  men  to  receive  him  in 
this  character,  since  they  can  be  saved  in  no  other  way,  38-41. 

V.  16.  Karao-eio-a?  rrj  ^etpt  (comp.  on  12,  16)  was  the  customary 
gesture  on  rising  to  speak.  It  betokened  respect  for  the  audience 
and  a  request  for  attention.  —  ot  <£o/3or/xevot  TOV  #eoV,  who  fear 
God,  as  in  10,  2,  i.  e.  Gentiles  who  were  friendly  to  Judaism,  but 
uncircumcised.  They  occupied,  it  is  said,  a  separate  place  in  the 
synagogue.  The  contents  of  the  address  show  that  the  Israelites 
greatly  outnumbered  that  class  of  the  hearers.  This  discourse  de 
serves  the  more  attention,  as  furnishing  so  copious  an  illustration 
of  the  apostle's  manner  of  preaching  to  the  Jews. 

V.  17.  vif/wcrev,  exalted,  made  them  numerous  and  powerful. — 
eV  yg,  in  the  land.  For  the  absence  of  the  article,  see  on  7,  29. 
/xero,  /3/oa^iovos  tyyXov,  with  a  high  arm,  i.  e.  one  raised  on  high,  and 
so  ever  ready  to  protect  and  defend  them ;  comp.  Ex.  6,  6. 

V.  18.  eTpo</>o<£o'p?7o-ei/  =  o>s  rpo</>os  e/Jacrrao-ev,  carried  them  as  a 
nurse  (in  the  arms  as  it  were),  sustained,  cared  for  them.  The 
term  is  derived  probably  from  Dent.  1,  31.  Most  of  the  later 
editors  prefer  this  word  to  erpoTro^op-^crev,  endured  their  manners. 
It  suits  the  connection  better  than  the  other  word,  since  what  the 
apostle  would  bring  to  view  here  is  not  so  much  the  forbearance 
of  God  towards  his  people,  as  his  interpositions,  his  direct  efforts 
in  their  behalf.  erpo^o^opiya-ei/  is  well  attested  also,  though  the 
evidence  is  not  decisive. 

V.  1 9.  \§vr\  eTTTci,  seven  nations.  See  their  names  in  Deut  7,  ] . 
They  were  the  principal  tribes  in  Palestine  at  that  time.  —  tv  yj, 
anarthrous  as  above.  —  KareKX^povo/x^o-ei/  avrots,  assigned  to  them  as 
a  possession ;  Hellenistic  for  the  Hiphil  of  ^ns.1  —  rrjv  yr]v  avrw, 
their  land  by  promise,  gift ;  or,  better,  henceforth  theirs  and  that 
of  their  descendants. 

V.  20.  ju,era  ravra,  after  these  things,  viz.  the  conquest  and  oc 
cupation  of  the  country.  —  d>?  creo-i  ....  Kptras,  during  about  four 
hundred  andffty  years  he  gave  judges.  For  the  dative,  see  on  8, 
11.  This  number  is  the  sum  of  the  years  assigned  in  the  Old 
Testament  to  the  administration  of  the  judges  from  the  time  of 
Joshua  to  the  death  of  Eli,  added  to  the  sum  of  the  years  during 
which  the  nation  was  subject  to  foreign  oppressors.  Hence  it 
would  be  very  natural  for  the  Jews  to  speak  of  four  hundred  and 
fifty  years  as  the  proximate  number  of  years  during  which  the 
judges  ruled.  But  whether  the  computation  arose  in  that  way, 
or  some  other,  it  was  certainly  in  use  among  the  Jews;  for  Jose- 

1  For  the  origin  of  such  Hebraisms,  see  the  writer's  Hebrew  Exercises,  p.  96. 
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pints  (Antt.  8.2.  1)  gives  the  time  from  the  departure  out  of 
Egypt  till  the  building  of  the  temple  as  five  hundred  and  ninty- 
t\vo  years.  If  we  deduct  from  that  the  forty  years  in  the  wil 
derness,  twenty-five  for  the  administration  of  Joshua  (Antt.  5.  1. 
29,  not  stated  in  the  Old  Testament),  forty  for  Saul's  reign  (see  v. 
21),  forty  for  David's,  and  four  under  Solomon  (1  Kings  6,  1),  we 
have  for  the  period  of  the  judges  four  hundred  and  forty-three 
years,  which  the  apostle  could  call,  in  round  numbers,  about  four 
hundred  andffty  years.  It  is  evident,  therefore,  that  Paul  has 
followed  here  a  mode  of  reckoning  which  was  current  at  that 
time,  and  which,  being  a  well-known  received  chronology,  wheth 
er  correct  or  incorrect  in  itself  considered,  was  entirely  correct 
for  his  object,  which  was  not  to  settle  a  question  about  dates, 
but  to  recall  to  the  minds  of  those  whom  he  addressed  a  par 
ticular  portion  of  the  Jewish  history.  The  Hebrews  had  still 
another  computation,  as  appears  from  1  Kings  6,  1.  The  time 
from  the  exodus  to  the  building  of  the  temple  is  there  given  as 
four  hundred  and  eighty  years  ;  which  (deducting  the  other  dates 
as  stated  above)  would  allow  but  two  hundred  and  thirty-one 
years  for  the  period  of  the  judges.  In  regard  to  such  diiferences, 
see  also  on  7,  6.  Some  of  the  best  critics  read  o>s  ereo-t,  rerpaKoo-tois 
Kol  Tro/r^Kovra  KOL  /xera  raura.  The  four  hundred  and  fifty  years 
belong  then  to  the  preceding  verse,  and  may  be  the  years  from  the 
birth  of  Isaac  when  God  showed  that  he  had  chosen  the  fathers,to 
the  distribution  of  the  land  of  Canaan.  Adding  together  sixty  years 
from  the  birth  of  Isaac  to  that  of  Jacob,  one  hundred  and  thirty 
as  the  age  of  Jacob  on  going  into  Egypt,  two  hundred  and  fifteen 
as  the  sojourn  there,  and  forty-seven  thence  to  the  settlement  of 
the  tribes,  the  sum  is  four  hundred  and  fifty-two.  See  again  on  7,  6. 
This  reading  is  found  in  the  oldest  manuscripts  (A,  B,  C),  and 
some  others,  and  is  approved  by  Griesbach,  Lachman,  Luthardt* 
Green,  Wordsworth,  and  others.  The  text  may  have  been  changed 
to  relieve  the  difficulty  ( Mey.)  ;  but  it  is  singular  that  the  three 
oldest  witnesses  concur  in  that  variation.  A  summary  decision 
is  not  to  be  pronounced  here.  —  ews  Sa/xovr/A,  unto  Samuel,  who  is 
to  be  included  probably  among  the  judges  ;  or  !w<?  may  be  taken 
as  exclusive.  How  long  he  governed  is  not  mentioned  in  1  Sam. 
7,  15,  nor  in  28,  3  The  tradition  (Jos.  Antt.  6.  13.  5),  which  is 
not  perhaps  of  much  value,  makes  it  twelve  years.  d>5  would 
allow  us  to  add  these  years  to  four  hundred  and  fifty,  if  any  one 
prefers  that. 

1  In  Renter's  Repertorium,  p.  205,  Jahrgang  1855. 
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V.  21.  KaKeWev,  and  thereafter,  is  here  an  adverb  of  time.  — 
asked  for  themselves,  etc.  See  1  Sam.  8,  5  ;  10  1.  —  en; 
forty  years,  which  agrees  with  Jos.  Antt.  6.'  14.  9. 
The  Old  Testament  does  not  mention  the  length  of  Saul's 
reign. 

V.  22.  /xeTacmjo-as  O.VTOV,  having  removed  him,  i.  e.  from  life 
(De  Wet);  or  from  his  office  (Kuin.).  The  two  events  were 
coincident  in  point  of  time.  Saul  reigned  until  his  death,  though 
David  was  anointed  as  prospective  king  during  his  lifetime.  — 
<S  .  .  .  .  papTvp-rjo-as,  to  whom  (dat.  comm.)  also  he  testified,  saying. 
The  dative  depends  on  the  participle.  The  apostle  quotes  the 
substance  of  1  Sam.  13,  14,  and  Ps.  89,  21.  This  commendation 
is  not  absolute,  but  describes  the  character  of  David  in  compari 
son  with  that  of  Saul.  The  latter  was  rejected  for  his  disobe 
dience  arid  impiety  ;  David,  on  the  contrary,  was  always  faithful 
to  the  worship  of  Jehovah,  and  performed  his  commands  as  they 
were  made  known  to  him  by  revelation,  or  the  messengers  whom 
God  sent  to  him. 

V.  23.  Jesus  could  not  be  the  Messiah,  unless  he  were  de 
scended  from  David,  roi'rov  stands  first  in  order  to  give  promi 
nence  to  his  descent  from  that  source.  —  K<XT'  eTrayyeAtav,  according 
to  promise,  as  made  to  the  fathers  (v.  32)  ;  not  to  David  merely. 

V.  24.  'IwcWoi;.  The  Jews  acknowledged  John's  authority  as 
a  prophet,  and  were  bound,  therefore,  to  admit  his  testimony.  — 
irpo  TrpocrtoTTov  (zzz^ifib)  TT}?  etcroSov,  before  his  entrance,  i.  e.  upon  his 
public  ministry;  see  Matt.  11,  10:  Luke  7,  27.  —  /?a7ma-/*,a  /xera- 
votas,  baptism  of  repentance,  i.  e.  such  as  required  repentance  on 
the  part  of  those  who  received  it;  see  19,  4. 

V.  25.  tbs  .  .  .  .  8p6fjLov,  Now  as  John  ivas  finishing  his  course, 
was  near  its  close  (De  Wet.  Mey.)  ;  not  while  he  ivas  completing 
it  (Kuin.  Olsh.).  The  forerunner  was  about  to  be  imprisoned 
when  he  bore  this  testimony  to  his  successor.  —  riva  //,€,  K.  r.  A., 
Whom  do  ye  suppose  that  I  am  ?  I  am  not,  viz.  the  Messiah.  The 
predicate  is  omitted  as  well  known;  comp.  Mark  13,  6;  Luke  21, 
8;  John  13,  19.  Some  critics  (Calv.  Raph.  Kuin.)  exclude  the 
question,  and  render,  he  whom,  (riva.  •=.  OVTLVO.)  ye  suppose,  lam  not. 
This  punctuation  does  violence  to  the  pronoun,  while  the  sense 
has  no  advantage  over  the  other.  See  W.  $  25.  1.  —  ep^crat  /xer' 
e/xe,  K.  T.  A.,  comes  after  me,  etc.  In  tin's  way  he  would  express 
strongly  his  official  and  personal  inferiority  to  Christ.  It  was  an 
office  of  the  lowest  servants,  not  only  among  the  Jews,  but  the 
Greeks  and  Romans,  to  bind  and  unbind  the  sandals  of  their 
masters.  See  Jahn's  Archseol.  $  123. 
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V.  26.  ai/Spes  a$€\((>oL,  men,  at  the  same  time  brethren  ;  not  dif 
ferent  classes.  —  vfj.lv  includes  both  Jews  and  proselytes.  —  TT/S 
o-um/pias  ravrr/?,  of  this  salvation  which  they  preached  (comp.  5, 
20) ;  or  procured  by  Jesus,  named  in  v.  23.  —  d^reo-ToA^,  was  sent 
forth,  i.  e.  from  God,  the  author  of  the  word. 

V.  27.  ydp  confirms  the  implication  in  o-omyptas  ravr^s  in  v.  26, 
viz.  that  Jesus,  whom  Paul  preached,  was  the  promised  Saviour ; 
for  (yap)  he  had  suffered  and  been  put  to  death,  and  so  had  ful 
filled  what  was  predicted  of  the  Messiah.  De  Wette,  "Winer 
0  57.  6),  and  others,  maintain  this  view  of  the  connection. 
Meyer  (followed  by  Alf.)  opposes  v/xii/  in  v.  26  to  ot  KaroiKovvres 
here,  i.  e.  the  foreign  Jews,  being  less  guilty,  had  the  message 
of  salvation  sent  to  them,  which  the  other  Jews  had  forfeited. 
This  explanation  arrays  the  passage  against  other  passages,  e.  g. 
2,  38 ;  3,  17.  26.  It  was  not  true  that  those  who  crucified  the 
Saviour  excluded  themselves  from  the  offers  of  the  gospel. — 
TOVTOV  ....  lirXripaxrav,  this  one,  viz.  Jesus  not  having  known,  failed 
to  recognize,  and  the  voices  of  the  prophets  (not  having  known) 
they  fulfilled  them,  viz.  the  prophecies  by  condemning  him  to 
death.  This  is  the  simplest  translation  and  the  one  most  ap 
proved  (Calv.  Grot.  Kuin.  Hmph.).  The  principal  English  ver 
sions  agree  in  this  sense,  dyvorjo-avres  is  milder  than  rjpv^cracr^ 
in  3,  13  ;  see  note  there.  In  this  case  we  must  supply  pronouns 
after  KptVavres  and  €7rA>Jpa>crav,  which  refer  to  different  antecedents. 
The  construction  may  be  harsh,  but  occasions  no  obscurity. 
Meyer  renders  :  Since  th^y  knew  not  this  one  ....  they  also  ful 
filled  the  voices,  etc.  The  Jews  are  usually  represented  as 
rejecting  Christ  because  they  failed  to  discern  the  import  of  the 
predictions  concerning  him.  The  thought  here  would  be  inverted 
somewhat:  the  rejection  appears  as  the  reason  why  they  mis 
understand  and  fulfil  the  prophets.  De  Wette  construes  dyvorj- 
o-ai/re?  as  a  verb:  they  knew  him  not,  and  the  voices  .  .  .  .fulfilled. 
This  analysis  secures  more  uniformity  in  the  structure  of  the 
sentence ;  but  such  a  use  of  the  participle  is  infrequent.  Schole- 
field  translates :  Being  ignorant  of  this  word,  and  the  voices  of  the 
prophets  ....  fulfilled  it  by  condemning  him.  He  assigns  in  this 
way  a  nearer  antecedent  to  TOVTOV,  but  must  set  aside  the  more 
obvious  subject  suggested  to  the  mind  by  the  contexts  It  is  not 
clear  in  what  sense  he  would  have  us  regard  the  rejection  of 
Christ  as  fulfilling  the  "word  or  gospel. — Tas  Kara,  K.  T.  A..,  which 
are  read  every  Sabbath,  and  hence  their  ignorance  was  the  more 
inexcusable. 

V.  28.  /xrySe/xiav  ....  cupovres,  although  they  found  no  cause  of 

28 
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death,  none  that  justified  it,  see  28,  18.  They  charged  him  with 
blasphemy  and  sedition,  but  could  not  establish  the  accusation. 
See  3,  13 ;  Matt.  27,  24  ;  Luke  23,  22. 

V.  29.  t&rjKOLv  has  the  same  subject  as  the  other  verbs,  see  v. 
27.  The  burial,  however,  was  the  particular  act  of  Joseph  of 
Arimathea  and  Nicodemus ;  see  John  19,  38  sq.  What  the 
apostle  would  assert  is  that  Christ  had  fulfilled  the  prophecy, 
which  announced  that  he  should  be  put  to  death,  and  rise  again. 
It  was  not  important  that  he  should  discriminate  as  to  the  char 
acter  of  the  agents  in  the  transaction.  Some  translate,  those  who 
took  him  down  placed  him,  etc..  The  participle  in  that  relation  to 
to  the  verb  would  require  the  article. 

V.  31.  rots  a-vvava/3acnv  aura),  those  icho  came  up  with  him,  i.  e.  the 
Galilean  disciples  who  attended  him  on  his  last  journey  to  Jeru 
salem.  They  knew,  therefore,  what  they  testified ;  their  means 
of  knowledge  had  been  ample.  This  idea  occurs  in  the  Acts 
often.  —  vw,  now.  The  resurrection  rested  not  on  tradition,  but 
on  the  testimony  of  living  men.  The  English  version,  after  the 
received  text,  omits  this  particle.  —  TT/OOS  rov  XaoV,  unto  the  people, 
i.  e.  the  Jews,  see  v  24 ;  10,  42,  etc. 

V.  32.  /cat  T7/x€ts,  and  so  we,  i.  e.  in  view  of  these  various 
proofs  that  Jesus  is  the  Messiah ;  see  w.  23.  25.  27.  31.  —  ewyyeAi- 
£o/xe$a  has  a  double  accusative  only  here.  W.  $  32.  4.  —  eTrayye- 
Xtav  stands  in  the  first  clause  with  the  usual  effect  of  that 
attraction ;  see  on  3,  1 0. 

V.  33.  eKTreTrXrjpwKe,  has  completely  fulfilled,  stronger  than  eTrXij- 
pwo-av  in  v.  27  ;  because  the  resurrection,  considered  as  involving 
the  ascension  and  exaltation,  was  essentially  the  finishing  act  in 
the  fulfilment  of  the  promise  relating  to  the  Messiah.  —  dvao-r/j- 
a-a?  'I^o-ow  means,  as  Luther,  Schott,  Stier,  De  Wette,  Meyer, 
Hengstenberg,  Tholuck  and  others,  decide,  having  raised  up  Jesus 
from  the  grave  ;  not  having  brought  him  into  existence  (Calv.  Bng. 
Kuin.  Olsh.).  The  mind  attaches  that  sense  to  the  word  most 
readily  after  v.  30.  It  was  unnecessary  to  insert  CK  veKpon/,  be 
cause  the  context  suggests  the  specific  meaning :  comp.  2,  24. 
32.  dj/ao-TTJo-a?,  in  the  sense  of  having  raised  up  merely,  expresses 
too  little  for  the  prophecy  which  that  event  is  said  to  have 
fulfilled.  The  original  passage  refers,  not  to  the  incarnation  of 
the  Messiah,  but  to  his  inauguration  or  public  acknowledgment 
on  the  part  of  God  as  the  rightful  Sovereign  of  men.  To  no 
moment  in  the  history  of  Christ  would  such  a  prediction  apply 
with  such  significance  as  to  that  of  his  triumphant  resurrection 
from  the  dead.  The  progression  of  the  argument  in  the  next 
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verse  demands  this  interpretation.  To  the  assertion  here  that 
God  had  raised  Jesus  to  life  again,  the  apostle  adds  there  that  this 
life  was  one  which  death  would  invade  no  more.  —  w?  /cat,  as  also, 

1.  e.  what,  took  place  was  foretold.  —  Trpomp  i^aX/xo).     The  second 
Psalm  in  our  English  version  is  named  here  the  first,  because  in 
some  manuscripts  the  Hebrews  reckoned  the  first  Psalm  merely 
as  prefatory.     Seurcpu)  has  much  less  support.  —  vtos  .  ...  (TV  (Ps. 

2,  7)  affirms  the   Sonship  of  the  Messiah,  which  included  his 
divine  nature;  see  Rom.  1,4.     Hence  yeyeWq/ca  a-e  cannot  refer 
to  the  origin  of  this  relationship,  but  must  receive  a  figurative 
interpretation ;  either,  I  have  begotten  thee,  brought  thee  into  a 
state  of  glory  and  power  such  as  Christ  assumed  after  his  resur 
rection  as  Mediator  at  the  right  hand  of  God ;  or,  according  to  a 
familiar  Hebrew  usage,  I  have  declared,  exhibited  thee  as  begotten^ 
i.  e.  as  my  Son,  viz.  by  the  resurrection  from  the  dead.     The 
thought  here  is  entirely  parallel  to  that  in  Rom.  1,  4.     As  to  the 
declarative  sense  of  Hebrew  verbs,  see  the  note  on  10,  15.  — 
tnj/xepov,  to-day,  designates  the  precise  point  of  time  on  which  the 
prophet's  eye  was  then  fixed,  viz.  that  of  Christ's  assumption  of 
his  mediatorial  power,  or  that  of  his  open  proclamation  as  Messiah 
ou  the  part  of  God  when  he  raised  him  from  the  dead. 

V.  34.  on  .  .  .  .  cfc  Sia(/>$opav,  Further  (as  proof)  that  he  raised 
him  up  from  the  dead  as  one  who  would  die  no  more.  <$€  is  progres 
sive.  av€o-rf](T€v  repeats  the  idea  of  the  foregoing  di/ao-TTJo-as,  for 
the  purpose  of  describing  this  resurrection  more  fully :  it  would 
be  followed  by  no  return  to  death.  e*  VCK/XUV  does  not  distinguish 
the  two  words  as  to  sense,  but  draws  attention  more  strongly  to 
th'e  contrast  between  the  death  which  he  had  suffered,  and  his 
exemption  from  death  in  future.  /u^icm  .  .  .  .  ei?  Sia<£$opav,  as 
applied  to  Christ,  whose  body  underwent  no  change  while  it  re 
mained  in  the  grave,  must  be  equivalent  to  OVKCTI  aTroSvrja-KCL  in 
Rom.  6,  9.  The  dissolution  or  corruption  of  the  body  is  the  ordi 
nary  consequent  of  death;  and  hence  in  common  speech,  to 
return  to  corruption  and  to  die,  or  the  opposite,  not  to  return  to  cor- 
ruptimi  and  not  to  die,  are  interchangeable  expressions.  Bengel 
saw  this  import  of  the  phrase.  See  W.  $  66.  10.  The  perpetuity 
of  Christ's  existence  is  an  important  truth  in  the  Christian  system. 
In  Rom.  5,  10,  Paul  urges  it  as  a  ground  of  certainty,  that,  if  men 
believe  on  Christ,  they  will  be  finally  saved,  and  in  Rom.  6,  9,  as 
a  pledge  that,  inasmuch  as  he  "  dies  no  more,  we  shall  live  with 
him;"  see  also  John  14,  19;  Hob.  7,  25,  etc.  This  incidental 
agreement  of  the  address  with  Paul's  circle  of  doctrine  speaks 
for  its  genuineness.  —  Jn  is  the  sign  of  quotation.  —  8w<rw  .... 
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a  expresses  the  substantial  sense  of  Is.  55,  3:  I  will  give  to 
you,  perform  unto  you,  the  fioly,  inviolable  promises  of  David  (i.  e. 
made  to  him),  the  sure.  The  language  is  very  nearly  that  of  the 
Seventy.  One  of  these  promises  was  that  David  should  have  a 
successor  whose  reign  would  be  perpetual,  the  throne  of  whose 
kingdom  God  would  establish  for  ever  and  ever  ;  see  2  Sam.  7, 
13  sq.  It  was  essential  to  the  accomplishment  of  that  promise 
that  the  Messiah  should  be  exempt  from  death,  and  hence,  as 
Jesus  had  been  proved  to  be  the  Messiah  by  his  resurrection,  that 
promise  made  it  certain  that  he  would  live  and  reign  henceforth, 
without  being  subject  to  any  interruption  of  his  existence  or 
power. 

V.  35.  Sto  Kat,  Therefore  also,  i.  e.  because  he  was  not  mortal, 
in  further  confirmation  of  that  fact.  —  lv  erepw,  sc.  ij/aX^w,  viz.  1  6, 
10.  See  on  2,  25  sq.  The  inspired  declaration  that  the  Messiah 
should  not  experience  the  power  of  death  had  not  only  been 
verified  in  his  resurrection,  but  guarantied  that  he  would  not  ex 
perience  that  power  at  any  future  period.  —  Ae'yei,  sc.  $eos,  viz. 
through  David;  see  v.  34;  1,  16,  etc. 

V.  36.  ydp  vindicates  the  reference  of  the  passage  to  Christ, 
since  it  could  not  apply  to  David.  —  piv  is  antithetic  to  8e  in  v.  37. 

—  iSia  yevca  ....  fiovXfj  admits  of  a  twofold  translation,    yevea  may 
depend  on  uTrj^errjo-as  :  having  served  his  own  generation  (been  use 
ful  to  it),  according  to  the  purpose  of  God  (dative  of  norm  or  rule). 
Our  English  translators,  Calvin,  Doddridge,  Robinson,  and  others, 
adopt  this  construction.     Olshausen,  Kuinoel,  De  Wette,  Meyer, 
and  others,  refer  (3ov\fj  to  the  participle  :  having  in  his  own  gener 
ation  (dative  of  time),  or  for  it  (dat  comm.),  served  the  purpose, 
plan  of  God,  i.  e.  as   an   instrument  for  the   execution  of  his 
designs  ;  comp.  v.  22.     yevea,  if  connected  with  the  participle, 
secures  to  it  a  personal  object,  and  in  that  way  forms  a  much 
easier  expression  than  jSovXfj  with  the  participle.     The  main  idea 
of  the  clause  is  that  David,  like  other  men,  had  but  one  genera 
tion  of  contemporaries  ;  that  he  accomplished  for  that  his  allotted 
work,  and  then  yielded  to  the  universal  law  which  consigns  the 
race  to  death.     Some  join  -rf)  (lovXfj  with  e/cot/x^^,  which  renders 
the  remark  much  less  significant.  —  /cat  Trpoo-ere'^,  K.  T.  X.,  and  he 
was  added  unto  his  fathers.     This  expression  recognizes  the  ex 
istence  of  the  soul  in  a  future  state  (Bng.  Olsh.  Doddr.).     Gese- 
nius  says  that  it  is  distinguished  expressly  both  from  death  and 
burial  in  Gen.  25,  8  ;  35,  29  ;  2  Kings  22,  20  ;  see  Lex.  s.  C]B». 

—  etSe   <$ia<f>9opdv,  saw  corruption  as  to  his  mortal   part  ;    comp. 
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V.  38.  ow,  illative.  Jesus  has  been  shown  to  be  the  Messiah, 
and  he-  is,  therefore,  the  author  of  pardon  and  salvation  to  those 
who  believe  on  him  —  ota  TOU'TOV  belongs  to  a^eo-ts,  rather  than  the 
verb:  through  this  one  the  forgiveness  of  sins  (having  been  pro 
cured)  is  announced  unto  you ;  comp.  10,  36;  Luke  24,47.  The 
next  verse  reaffirms  and  amplifies  the  proposition. 

V.  39.  The  sentence  here  depends  still  on  OTL.  A  comma  is 
the  proper  point  between  this  verse  and  the  last.  The  apostle 
declares  now,  first,  that  the  forgiveness  which  Christ  has  pro 
cured  is  not  partial,  but  extends  to  all  the  sins  of  the  trans 
gressor  ;  secondly,  that  all  men  need  it,  since  no  other  way  of 
pardon  remains  for  those  who  are  condemned  by  the  law;  and, 
thirdly,  since  faith  in  Christ  is  the  only  condition  annexed  to  it, 
this  salvation  is  free  to  all.  — KOL  OLTTO  -n-avruv,  K.  r.  \.,  and  that  from 
all  things,  i.  e.  sins,  from  which  (—  d<£'  wi/  by  attraction)  ye  were 
not  able  by  the  law  of  Moses  to  be  justified,  etc.  We  cannot  sup 
pose  this  to  mean,  according  to  a  possible  sense  of  the  words, 
that  the  gospel  merely  completes  a  justification  which  the  law 
nas  commenced  or  accomplished  in  part ;  for  such  an  admission 
would  be  at  variance  with  the  doctrine  of  the  New  Testament  in 
in  regard  to  the  utter  inefficacy  of  all  legal  obedience  to  cancel 
the  guilt  of  transgression,  and  the  necessity  of  an  exclusive 
reliance  on  the  work  of  Christ  for  our  justification.  We  must 
adopt  a  different  view  of  the  meaning.  As  Olshausen  sug 
gests,  we  may  regard  <£v  (=  <!<£'  5>v)  after  O.TTO  TTO.VTW,  not  as  a  sup 
plementary  clause,  but  as  explanatory  of  the  other,  or  coextensive 
with  it,  viz.  from  all  sins  from  whick  (i.  e.from  all  \vhich  sins)  ye 
were  unable,  etc.  In  other  words,  the  first  clause  affirms  the  suf 
ficiency  of  the  gospel  to  justify  from  all  sins,  while  the  second 
clause  affirms  the  insufficiency  of  the  law  to  the  same  extent, 
i.  e.  to  justify  from  any  sins ;  comp.  Rom.  8,  3  sq.  To  represent 
this  meaning  to  the  ear,  we  should  read  a-n-o  TTO.VTMV  with  an  em 
phasis,  ajid  &r  . .  . .  StKatco^vat  as  parenthetic.  Neander  (Pflan- 
zuug.  T.  p.  195)  declares  himself  strongly  for  this  sense  of  the 
words.  Alford's  comment  (similar  to  Meyer's)  represents  a  dif 
ferent  view  :  "  Christ  shall  do  for  you  all  that  the  law  could  not  do; 
leaving  it  for  inference  or  for  further  teaching  that  this  was  abso 
lutely  all;  that  the  law  could  do  nothing."  According  to  some, 
the  apostle  concedes  a  certain  value  to  the  rites  of  Judaism:  they 
were  the  appointed  means  of  obtaining  the  pardon  of  offences, 
which  concerned  the  ritual  merely  and  social  or  public  relations. 
See  Lange's  Geschichte  der  Kirche,  II.  p.  171.  This  explanation 
rests  on  a  false  view  of  the  nature  of  the  Hebrew  rites.  As  cV  TOVTO> 
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stands   opposed  to   eV  vo'/zw,  it  belongs  to  SucaioOrcu,  not  to  TTUT- 


V.  40.  pXe-n-ere  ow,  beware,  therefore,  since  ye  are  thus  guilty 
and  exposed.  —  ^  e7re'X%,  K.  r.  A..,  lest,  that  spoken,  etc.,  lest  the 
declaration  be  fulfilled,  verified  in  your  case.  The  mode  of  cit 
ing  the  prophecy  shows  that  the  apostle  did  not  regard  it  as 
spoken  in  view  of  that  occasion.  —  ej/  rots  irpo<f>rrra.i<s,  in  the  proph 
ets,  i.  e.  the  part  of  the  Old  Testament  which  the  Jews  so  named  ; 
comp.  v.  15;  7,  42;  John  6,  45.  See  W.  $  27.  2.  The  passage 
intended  is  Hab.  1,  5. 

V.  41.  The  citation  follows  very  nearly  the  Septuagint,  and 
agrees  essentially  with  the  Hebrew.  In  the  original  passage 
the  prophet  refers  to  a  threatened  invasion  of  the  Jewish  na 
tion  by  the  Chaldeans,  and  he  calls  upon  his  countrymen  to 
behold  the  judgment  to  which  their  sins  had  exposed  them,  and 
to  be  astonished,  to  tremble  on  account  of  it  Of  this  lan 
guage  the  apostle  avails  himself,  in  order  to  warn  the  Jews 
whom  he  addressed  of  the  punishment  which  awaited  them  if 
they  rejected  the  message  which  they  had  now  heard.  Calvin  : 
"  Faulus  fideliter  accommodat  in  usum  suum  prophetse  verba, 
quia  sicuti  semel  minatus  fuerat  Deus  per  prophetam  suum  Ha- 
bacuc,  ita  etiam  semper  fuit  sui  similis."  —  ot  /cara^pov^rat,  ye  des- 
pisers,  occurs  in  the  Septuagint,  but  not  in  the  Hebrew.  The 
apostle  could  retain  it,  in  perfect  consonance  with  the  original, 
because  it  is  the  incredulity  of  the  wicked,  their  contempt  of 
God's  threatenings,  which  occasions  their  ruin.  What  suggested 
the  word  to  the  Seventy  is  uncertain.  It  is  thought  that  they 
may  have  read  tr^ina,  deceitful,  proudly  impious,  instead  of  tniaa, 
among  the  heathen.  —  KO.I  ^av/xao-are,  and  wonder,  be  astonished, 
i.  e.  at  the  fearful,  certain  destruction  which  God  prepares  for  his 
enemies.  The  spectacle  to  which  the  prophet  directs  attention 
here  is  that  of  the  Chaldeans,  mustering  their  hosts  to  march 
against  the  guilty  Jews.  —  Kat  d^avto-^Te,  and  perish,  unable  to 
escape  the  punishment  which  their  sins  have  provoked.  This 
word  elicits  an  idea  which  the  Hebrew  text  involves,  though  it 
is  not  expressed  there.  Paul  has  retained  it  from  the  Septuagint. 
—  Ipyov,  K.  T.  A..,  a  work  of  judgment  I  work,  execute.  The  future 
act  is  represented  as  present,  because  it  was  near.  —  The  sec 
ond  epyov  Paul  inserts  for  the  sake  of  emphasis.  The  copies 
which  omit  it  were  corrected  probably  after  the  Septuagint.  —  o 
ov  py,  K.  T.  A.,  which  ye  icill  not  believe,  though  any.  one  should  fully 
declare  it  to  you,  i.  e.  although  apprised  ever  so  distinctly  of  their 
danger,  they  would  not  heed  it  ;  they  are  infatuated,  they  cling 
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to  their  delusive  hopes  of  safety.  The  New  Testament,  like 
most  of  the  later  Greek,  employs  often  the  subjunctive  aorist  in 
the  sense  of  the  indicative  future.  W.  $  56.  3  ;  Lob.  Phryn.  p.  723 
sq.  o,  at  the  head  of  the  clause,  is  a  better  reading  than  <5. 
That  the  dative,  however,  is  not  a  false  construction,  see  Rom. 
10,  16. 

VERSES  42-49.     They  preach  a  second  time  at  Antioch. 


V.  42.  The  best  editions  insert  auroji/  in  place  of  IK  rfjs 
y>)s  TOJI/  'lovSatW  in  the  common  text,  and  omit  TO.  cSvy  after  ?ra/3€- 
KaXow.  —  avrtoi/  must  refer  to  Paul  and  Barnabas.  —  cis  TO  /x,era£i> 
a-a.fipa.Tov  corresponds  evidently  to  ra>  e^o/x^i/a)  o-af3/3dr^  in  v.  44, 
and  means  upon  (lit.  unto,  as  the  limit)  the  next  Sabbath  (Neand. 
Mey.  De  Wet.)  ;  not  during  the  intermediate  week,  as  explained 
by  some  of  the  older  critics,  /x€ra£u  has  this  sense  in  the  N.  T. 
here  only,  but  belongs  to  the  later  Greek.  That  the  apostles 
were  not  inactive  during  the  interval,  but  labored  in  private 
circles,  may  be  taken  for  granted. 

V.  43.  \v$eLarj<s  TT}S  (rwaycoyrys  seems,  at  first  view,  superfluous 
after  e&oWwv  avrtov.  The  procedure,  says  Neander,  may  have 
been  this.  As  Paul  and  Barnabas  were  going  out  before  the 
general  dispersion  of  the  assembly,  the  rulers  of  the  synagogue 
may  have  requested  that  they  would  repeat  their  discourse  on 
the  next  Sabbath.  The  people  having  then  withdrawn,  many  of 
the  Jews  and  proselytes  followed  the  speakers,  for  the  purpose 
of  declaring  their  assent  to  what  they  had  heard,  or  of  seeking 
further  instruction.  —  o-e/Jo/zej/ojv,  sc.  #eoV,  not  devout  (E.  V.)  above 
others,  but  simply  worshippers  of  Jehovah  (see  16,  14)  and  not  of 
idols  as  formerly.  —  rfi  xa/oin  TOU  $eov,  the  grace  of  God,  i.  e.  the 
gospel,  which  is  the  fruit  of  his  undeserved  favor. 

V.  44.  <rxeSov,  K.  T.  A.,  almost  the  entire  city  assembled;  where, 
is  not  stated.  Paul  and  Barnabas  on  that  Sabbath  may  have 
spoken  to  different  audiences.  If  they  both  repaired  to  the  same 
synagogue,  the  crowd  must  have  filled  not  only  the  synagogue 
itself,  but  every  avenue  to  it  ;  comp.  Mark  2,  2  sq.  ;  Luke  8,  19. 
The  hearers  on  this  occasion  were  Gentiles,  as  well  as  Jews. 

V.  45.  £TJA/>U,  with  indignation,  as  in  v.  17.  —  avTiXtyovres  is 
neither  superfluous  nor  Hebraistic,  but,  like  the  participle  united 
with  its  finite  verb  in  the  classics,  emphasizes  dn-e'Aeyov  (  Mey.)  : 
not  only  contradicting,  but  blaspheming.  The  second  participle 
defines  the  extent  or  criminality  of  the  act  stated  by  the  first 
W.  $  45.  8. 
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V.  46.  vfuv  rjv  avayKcuov,  unto  you  it  was  necessary,  because  the 
plan  of  God  required  it;  comp.  on  3,  26. —  rrpurov,  first  in  time, 
as  in  3,  26.  —  /ecu  OVK  ....  £0077$,  and  ye  judge  yourselves  not  worthy 
of  the  eternal  life,  viz.  which  we  preach ;  see  on  5,  20.  This 
mode  of  speaking  is  not  common ;  it  rests  on  the  just  view  that 
a  man's  actions  may  be  taken  as  his  own  self-pronounced  verdict 
as  to  his  character  and  deserts.  —  ets  ra  ZSvrj,  unto  the  heathen  in 
that  place.  In  like  manner,  the  Jews  whom  they  left  to  their 
doom  were  those  at  Antioch.  They  did  not  turn  from  the  Jewish 
nation  as  such,  to  labor  in  future  for  the  exclusive  benefit  of  the 
Gentiles  ;  see  18,  5  sq.;  19,  8  sq. 

V.  47.  ovro),  so  as  they  had  done. — re^ei/ca,  K.  r.  X.  See  Is 
49,  6.  The  prophet  announces  there  that  the  Messiah  whom 
God  promised  to  send  would  be  the  Saviour  of  the  Gentiles  as 
wefl  as  the  Jews ;  that  all  nations  would  be  called  to  share  in 
the  blessings  of  his  kingdom.  The  passage  is  quoted  to  show 
fhat  in  turning  now  to  the  heathen  they  were  merely  carrying 
out  the  plan  of  God  as  revealed  in  the  Old  Testament  (see  also 
Is.  11,  1.  10;  Rom.  9,  25  sq.)  ;  the  announcement  of  his  purpose 
in  regard  to  the  unrestricted  design  of  the  gospel  required  them 
as  his  messengers  to  publish  it  to  the  Gentiles. 

V.  48.  eSo£a£oi/  ....  Kvp£ov,  they  glorified,  extolled,  the  word,  of 
the  Lord;  they  expressed  their  joy  and  gratitude  for  the  mercy 
which  had  embraced  them  in  the  plan  of  salvation,  and  had  given 
them  this  opportunity  to  secure  its  benefits.  We  see  from  the 
next  clause  that  they  received  the  message  as  well  as  rejoiced  to 
hear  it.  —  Kal  eTrio-Ttva-av  ....  aiwiov,  and  as  many  as  were  appointed 
unto  eternal  life  believed.  This  is  the  only  translation  which  the 
philology  of  the  passage  allows.  So  Calvin,  Kuinoel,  Olshausen, 
Usteri,1  De  Wette,  Winer,  Meyer,  and  others.  In  this  position 
the  demonstrative  part  of  ocrot  (those  who)  must  be  the  subject  of 
the  first  verb,  and  the  relative  part  the  subject  of  the  second. 
Hence  it  is  impossible  to  render  those  who  believed  were  appointed. 
Some  translate  Teray/xeVot,  disposed,  inclined;  but  this  term  as 
passive,  though  it  may  signify  disposed  externally,  as,  e.  g.  drawn 
up  in  military  order,  was  not  used  to  denote  an  act  of  the  mind. 
In  20,  13  the  form  is  middle  with  an  accusative  virtually  (see 
note  there),  and  in  1  Cor.  16,  15  the  form  is  active  with  an  accu 
sative  ;•  those  cases,  therefore,  so  unlike  this  are  not  to  be  cited 
here.  Mr.  Humphry,  after  Whitby,  and  others,  defends  still  that 
signification,  and  appeals  for  proof  of  it  to  2  Mace.  6,  21.  The 

1  Entwickelung  des  Paulinischen  Lehrbegriffes,  p.  271  (1851). 


C«AP  XIII,  49-51 .  COMMENTARY,  225 

Greek  there  is  ol  Se  Trpos  TU>  7rapa.v6fj.ia  <nr\ayxyicrW  Teray pivot,  and 
does  not  mean  "those  who  were  set  or  bent  on  mercy"  (Hmph.), 
but  "  those  appointed  for  the  distribution  of  unlawful  flesh."  See 
Wahl's  Clav.  Libr.  Vet.  Apocrpli.,  and  Biel's  Lex.,  in  LXX,  s. 
o-TrAay^'iaytos.  The  use  of  reray/xeVot  in  that  passage  not  only  fails 
to  support  the  alleged  meaning  but  confirms  the  other, 
alwiov  is  not  to  be  torn  from  its  connection  and  joined  to  cTri 
Iii  what  sense  men  are  appointed  by  God  (comp.  Rom.  13,  1) 
unto  eternal  life  is  not  taught  very  distinctly  here,  but  must  be 
gathered  from  a  comparison  with  other  passages.  For  example, 
se,e  Rom.  8,  28,  sq. ;  9,  11 ;  Eph.  1,4.  11 ;  2  Thess.  2,  13;  2  Tim. 
1,9;  1  Pet.  1,  2.  The  explanations  of  this  text  which  have 
been  opposed  to  the  foregoing,  are  forced  and  unsatisfactory. 
Dr.  Wordsworth  (to  give  a  favorable  specimen)  expounds  it  thus : 
Those  who  had  set  or  marshalled  themselves  to  go  forward  in 
the  way  to  eternal  life,  professed  then*  faith  boldly  in  the  face  of 
every  danger. 

V.  49.  8i€<f>epcTo  ....  x^Pa<5>  And  the  word  of  the  Lord  was  con 
veyed  through  all  the  region,  i.  e.  in  the  vicinity  of  Antioch.  This 
rapid  extension  of  the  gospel  we  must  attribute  in  some  measure 
to  the  zeal  of  the  recent  converts.  Paul  and  Barnabas  also 
may  have  visited,  personally,  some  of  the  nearest  places ;  foi 
Luke  may  have  passed  over  an  interval  between  this  verse  and 
the  next,  during  which  the  missionaries  could  have  made  such 
excursions. 


VERSES  50-52.      They  are  persecuted,  and  depart  to  Iconium. 

V.  50.  ra?  <re/?o//,€Va§  yuvcuKa?.  They  were  Gentile  women  who 
had  embraced  Judaism  (see  17,  4),  and  could  be  easily  excited 
against  a  sect  represented  as  hostile  to  their  faith.  At  Damascus, 
as  Josephus  states  (Bell.  Jud.  2.  20.  20),  a  majority  of  the  married 
women  were  proselytes,  euo-^/xovas  refers  to  their  rank  ( 17,  12 ; 
Mark  15,  43),  as  the  wives  of  the  first  men  of  the  city.  It  was 
the  object  of  the  crafty  Jews  to  gain  the  men  through  the  influ 
ence  of  the  women,  and  thus  effect  the  expulsion  of  the  apostles 
from  the  city.  Paul  alludes  to  this  persecution  in  2  Tim.  3,  11. 

V.  51.  CTT'  airrous  =  ets  /xaprupiov  ITT  O.VTOVS  in  Luke  9,  5.  Shak 
ing  off  the  dust  of  the  feet  imported  disapprobation  and  rejec 
tion.  The  act  derived  its  significancy  from  the  idea  that  those 
renounced  in  this  way  were  so  unworthy  that  the  very  dust  of 
their  land  was  defiling.  In  taking  this  course  Paul  followed  the 
direction  of  Christ,  given  in  Matt.  10, 14.  —  Iconium,  to  which  they 

29 
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came  next,  was  about  forty-five  miles  south-east  from  Antioch. 
It  was  the  principal  city  of  Lyconia,  situated  at  the  foot  of  the 
Taurus.  Its  present  name  is  Konieh.  Leake,  who  approached 
Iconium  from  the  mountains  which  separate  Antioch  from  Philo- 
melium,  says  (Travels  in  Asia  Minor,  p.  45)  :  "  On  the  descent 
from  a  ridge  branching  eastward  from  these  mountains,  we  came 
in  sight  of  the  vast  plain  around  Konieh,  and  of  the  lake  which 
occupies  the  middle  of  it ;  and  we  saw  the  city,  with  its  mosques 
and  ancient  walls,  still  at  the  distance  of  twelve  or  fourteen  miles 
from  us."  "  Konieh,"  says  another  traveller,  "  extends  to  the 
east  and  south  over  the  plain  far  beyond  the  walls,  which  aje 
about  two  miles  in  circumference.  Mountains  covered  with 
snow  rise  on  every  side,  excepting  towards  the  east,  where  a 
plain  as  flat  as  the  desert  of  Arabia  extends  far  beyond  the 
reach  of  the  eye." 

V.  52.  01  .fjLa&fjTai,  the  disciples,  i.  e.  at  Antioch,  where  the  per 
secution  still  continued ;  see  14,  22.  —  cTrXrjpovvro,  K.  T.  X.,  were  fitted 
with  joy  and  the  Holy  Spirit;  the  relation  is  that  of  effect  and 
author  (see  Gal.  5,  20).  The  idea  suggested  is,  that  though  they 
were  called  to  suffer  as  adherents  of  the  new  faith,  they  had 
sources  of  consolation  opened  to  them  which  more  than  counter 
balanced  their  trials. 


CHAPTER    XIV. 

VERSES  1-7.     They  preach  at  Iconium,  but  are  persecuted  and  flee 

to  Lystra. 

V.  1.  Kara  TO  avro,  together,  like  CTTI  TO  avro  in  3,  1 ;  not  in  the 
same  manner,  as  they  were  wont.  —  KCU  AaXj}<r<u  OVTWS,  *.  r.  A.,  and 
they  spake  so,  viz.  with  this  effect,  that  (axrrc)  a  great  multitude, 
etc.  (Mey.  De  Wet.)  ;  not  with  such  power  that.  OVTWS  anticipates 
the  next  clause,  and  makes  it  more  prominent.  B.  $  140.  4. — 
'EAArjvooi/.  As  the  Greeks  here  were  present  in  the  synagogue, 
they  appear  to  have  been  proselytes  (comp.  13,  43),  and  hence 
were  a  different  class  from  those  in  13,  20. 

V.  2.  ot  8e  ttTrct^o-avTes,  Bat  tliose  who  disbelieved,  viz.  when  the 
others  believed.  The  present  participle  (aTrei^oiWes  as  in  some 
editions)  is  less  correct  than  the  aorist.  —  e/caKcoo-av,  rendered  evil, 
hostile.  This  sense  is  found  in  Josephus,  but  not  elsewhere 
(Mey.).  How  the  Jews  produced  this  effect  On  the  minds  of 
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the  heathen  we  are  not  told.  They  sometimes  alleged  for  that 
purpose  that  the  Christians  were  disloyal,  that  they  had  a  king 
of  their  own,  and  would  prove  dangerous  to  the.  Roman  supre 
macy;  see  18,  5-9. 

V.  3.  ovv,  therefore,  i.  e.  hecause  they  had  so  much  success 
(see  v.  1),  notwithstanding  the  opposition  excited  against  them. 
Meyer  regards  the  third  and  fourth  verses  as  an  inference  from 
the  first  and  second.  "  In  consequence  of  that  approbation  (v. 
1)  and  this  hostility  (v.  2)  they  preached  boldly  indeed  for  a 
time,  but  a  dissension  also  arose  among  the  people."  —  IKO.VOV 
Xpovov.  The  entire  journey  was  evidently  a  rapid  one  and  a  stay 
here  of  a  few  months  would  be  comparatively  a  long  time.  This 
is  our  only  notice  respecting  the  time  spent  at  the  places  visited 
on  this  tour.  —  7rapp7cria£o/xevot  evrl  TOJ  KV/H'O),  speaking  boldly  upon 
the  Lord,  i.  e.  in  dependence  upon  him.  It  was  their  reliance  on 
Christ  that  inspired .  them  with  so  much  courage.  —  The  best 
authorities  omit  /cat  between  TU>  fiafnvpovvri  and  StSdWi :  who  testi 
fies  by  granting  that,  etc.;  comp.  4,  30. 

V.  4.  TO  TrA^os  TT}?  7roAeo)9,  the  multitude  of  the  city,  i.  e.  the 
Gentile  population.  Some  of  them  may  have  favored  the  Chris 
tian  party,  without  having  attached  themselves  to  it;  comp.  19, 
31.  —  rjo-avo-vv  rots  'lovSaiot?,  were  with  the  Jews,  i.  e.  in  sympathy, 
espoused  their  side ;  see  5,  17. 

V.  5.  op/xrj,  impulse,  inclination;  as  in  James  3,  4  (Mey.  Alf.) ; 
not  onset,  (E.  V.)  because  cruviSoVre?  would  then  be  superfluous, 
and  because  the  object  of  the  flight  was  to  escape  an  attack. 
Plot,  purpose,  is  too  strong  a  sense  of  the  word.  —  avv  rots  ap^ovo-tv 
avra>i>,  with  their  rulers,  i.  e.  those  of  both  nations,  viz.  the  heathen 
magistrates  and  the  officers  of  the  synagogue.  Some  restrict 
avruv  to  the  Gentiles,  others  to  the  Jews.  Here,  at  this  distance 
from  Jerusalem,  members  of  the  Sanhedrim  could  not  well  be 
meant  (Rob.). 

V.  6.  awiSwres,  having  become  aware,  viz.  of  this  feeling 
Meyer  lays  no  stress  at  present  on  the  preposition,  as  if  they  dis 
covered  the  danger  as  well  as  others. — Xt^o^oX^o-at  avrovs,  in  order 
to  stone  them.  "  Once  was  I  stoned,"  says  Paul,  in  2  Cor.  11,  25, 
which  was  the  instance  mentioned  in  v.  19.  Hence,  says  Paley, 
"  had  this  meditated  assault  at  Iconium  been  completed,  had  the 
history  related  that  a  stone  was  thrown,  as  it  relates  that  prepara 
tions  were  made  both  by  Jews  and  Gentiles  to  stone  Paul  and  his 
companions,  or  even  had  the  account  of  this  transaction  stopped, 
without  going  on  to  inform  us  that  Paul  and  his  companions 
were  'aware  of  the  danger  and  fled/  a  contradiction  between 
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the  history  and  the  Epistles  would  have  ensued.  Truth  is  neces 
sarily  consistent;  but  it  is  scarcely  possible  that  independent 
accounts,  not  having  truth  to  guide  them,  should  thus  advance  to 
the  very  brink  of  contradiction  without  falling  into  it."  —  rJJs 
AvKaovias.  The  district  of  Lycaonia  extends  from  the  ridges  of 
Mount  Taurus  and  the  borders  of  Cilicia,  on  the  south,  to  the 
Cappadocian  hills  on  the  north.  "  It  is  a  bare  and  dreary  region, 
unwatered  by  streams,  though  in  parts  liable  to  occasional  inunda 
tions.  Across  some  portion  of  this  plain  Paul  and  Barnabas  trav 
elled,  both  before  and  after  their  residence  in  Iconium.  After 
leaving  the  city  the  two  most  prominent  objects  still  in  view  are 
the  snowy  mountains  of  Mount  Argaeus,  rising  high  above  all  the 
intervening  hills  in  the  direction  of  Armenia,  and  the  singular 
mass  called  the  '  Kara-Dagh,'  or  '  Black  Mount,'  south-eastwards 
in  the  direction  of  Cilicia.  This  latter  mountain  is  gradually 
approached,  and  discovered  to  be  an  isolated  mass,  with  reaches 
of  the  plain  extending  round  it  like  channels  of  the  sea."  How- 
son,  I.  p.  224.  —  Avo-rpav  Kai  &ep/3-r]v.  Lystra  and  Derbe  were  not 
far  from  the  base  of  the  Black  Mountain.  Their  exact  situation 
is  not  yet  certainly  known.  Lystra  is  marked  on  Kiepert' s  map 
as  nearly  south  of  Iconium,  about  twenty  miles  distant ;  Derbe, 
as  nearly  east  from  Lystra,  south-east  from  Iconium.  Kiepert 
appears  to  have  followed  Leake's  conjecture  as  to  the  site  of 
Lystra,  though  no  traveller  speaks  of  any  ruins  at  that  place. 
Mr.  Hamilton  agrees  with  Kiepert  in  the  position  of  Derbe, 
because  it  occurs  on  the  line  of  a  Roman  road,  and  Divle,  the 
modem  name,  resembles  the  ancient  one.  Leake,  on  the  con 
trary,  would  place  Derbe  (not  quite  so  far  to  the  east),  at  Bin-bir- 
Kilesseh,  a  Turkish  town,  where  some  remarkable  ruins  have 
been  found,  among  the  rest  those  of  numerous  churches.  Others, 
again,  think  that  these  ruins  mark  the  site  of  Lystra,  since  they 
correspond  better  with  the  early  ecclesiastical  reputation  of  this 
city,  than  that  of  Derbe.  —  KOI  r^v  Trtpi^wpov  designates  the  coun 
try  in  the  vicinity  of  the  places  just  named.  A  few, critics  have 
proposed  to  extend  the  term  so  as  to  include  even  Galatia,  and 
would  thus  assign  an  earlier  origin  to  the  churches  in  that 
country  than  it  is  usual  to  assign  to  them.  "  But  Tre/Hxwpov,"  says 
Neander,  "  cannot  denote  an  entire  province,  and  still  less  the 
province  of  Galatia,  on  account  of  its  geographical  situation. 
Hence,  the  supposition  that  Paul  preached  the  gospel  to  the 
Galatians  on  this  first  missionary  tour  is  certainly  to  be  rejected." 
See  the  note  on  16,  6. 

V.  7.     jcdjcct,  and  there,  viz.  in  those  cities  and  the  adjacent 
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region. — rja-av  evayye\i£o'/x,a/oi,  were  publishing  glad  tidings,  implies 
that  they  pursued  their  labors  here  for  some  time. 


VERSES  8-13.     Paul  heals  a  Lame  Man  at  Lystra. 

V.  8.  ev  AtWpois,  at  Lystra ;  neuter  plural,  as  in  2  Tim.  3.  1 1, 
but  feminine  singular  in  v.  6.  21 ;  16,  1.  —  cKathrro,  sat  (Mey.  De 
Wet),  because  he  was  lame  and  had  never  walked;  others 
dwelt  (Kuin.  Rob.),  which  is  Hebraistic,  and  rare  in  the  New 
Testament.  —  TrepureTra-nj/cei.  Some  editors  write  this  pluperfect 
with  an  augment,  others  more  correctly  omit  it.  W.  $12.  9;  K.  $ 
120.  R.  2. 

V.  9.  T/Kove,  was  hearing,  while  Paul  preached.  The  Jews  at 
this  place  were  probably  few,  as  no  synagogue  appears  to  have 
existed  here.  Hence  the  missionaries  repaired  to  the  market,  or 
some  other  place  of  public  resort  (comp.  17,  17),  and  there  en 
tered  into  conversation  with  such  as  they  could  induce  to  listen 
to  them.  The  scene  reminds  us  of  the  manner  in  which  those 
who  carry  the  same  message  of  salvation  to  the  heathen  at  the 
present  day  collect  around  them  groups  of  listeners  in  Burmah 
or  Hindostan.  It  was  on  one  of  these  occasions,  as  Paul  was 
preaching  in  some  thoroughfare  of  the  city,  that  the  lame  man 
heard  him ;  his  friends  perhaps  had  placed  him  there  to  solicit 
alms  (see  3,  10 ;  John  9,  8). — os  drevtVa?,  K.  r.  A..,  who  looking 
intently  upon  him  and  seeing,  viz.  from  the  expression  of  his 
countenance,  which  Paul  scrutinized  with  such  rigor.  The  man 
ner  in  which  the  participles  follow  each  other  directs  us  to  this 
sense.  Some  think  that  the  apostle  may  have  had,  at  the  mo 
ment,  a  supernatural  insight  into  the  state  of  the  man's  heart. 
The  language  of  the  text  contains  no  intimation  of  that  nature. 
—  TTLO-TLV  TOV  oxo&ji'ac,  the  faith  of  being  healed.  The  infinitive 
depends  on  the  noun  as  a  genitive  construction ;  comp.  Luke  1, 
57.  See  W.  $  44.  4.  The  faith  so  described  may  be  faith  that 
the  Saviour,  whom  Paul  preached,  was  able  to  heal  him;  or, 
which  accords  better  with  the  mode  of  expression,  faith  such  as 
made  it  proper  that  he  should  receive  that  benefit  (see  on  9,  33). 
The  requisite  degree  of  faith  would  include,  of  course,  a  persua 
sion  of  Christ's  ability  to  bestow  the  favor  in  question.  Paul 
may  have  been  referring  in  his  remarks  to  the  Saviour's  mira 
cles  of  healing,  in  illustration  of  his  readiness  and  power  to  bless 
those  who  confide  in  him. 

V.  10.  /AeyaAfl  rrj  <{>wvfj,  with  a  loud  voice.  The  article  desig 
nates  the  voice  as  that  of  Paul  (see  v.  11 ;  26,  24),  while  the 
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adjective  refers  to  the  tone  with  which  he  spoke.  With  the  idea 
that  his  voice  was  a  powerful  one,  ^yaXy  would  have  stood  be 
tween  the  article  and  noun,  or  after  the  noun  with  TTJ  repeated. — 
avaorrjSi,  K.  r.  A..  Luke  makes  no  mention  here  of  any  direct  ap 
peal  to  the  name  of  Christ  before  the  performance  of  the  miracle; 
see  on  3,  6.  That  omission  may  be  owing  to  the  brevity  of  the 
record ;  or  the  tenor  of  Paul's  discourse  may  have  been  so  ex 
plicit  in  regard  to  the  source  of  his  authority,  as  to  render  the 
usual  invocation  unnecessary.  —  ryXaro,  leaped,  sprung  up,  a  single 
act.  For  this  aorist,  see  W.  $15;  K.  $  149.  K  2.  ^AAero  occurs 
in  some  copies,  but  has  no  adequate  support.  The  next  verb 
passes  to  the  imperfect,  because  it  expresses  a  repeated  act. 

V.  11.  01  o^Xot,  K.  T.  A.  Their  conduct  shows  how  imperfectly 
they  had  understood  the  address  of  Paul,  and  the  object  of  the 
miracle.  They  saw  nothing  beyond  what  was  present  and  palpa 
ble  ;  they  confounded  the  instrument  of  the  work  with  its  author. 
8  eTrooyo-ev,  what  he  had  done;  see  on  1,  2. — Awaovio-ri,  in  Lycaonic, 
i.  e.  the  native  dialect  of  the  province.  Of  the  nature  of  this 
dialect,  nothing  is  known  with  certainty.  No  relic  of  it  remains, 
or  at  least  has  been  identified;  no  description  of  it  has  been 
handed  down  to  us.  Those  who  have  examined  the  question 
differ  in  their  conclusions.  According  to  one  opinion,  the  Lyca 
onic  was  allied  to  the  Assyrian ;  according  to  another,  it  was  a 
corrupt  species  of  Greek.1  We  have  no  reliable  data  for  forming 
any  opinion.  Luke  mentions  that  the  Lystrians  spoke  in  their 
native  tongue,  that  we  may  know  why  the  multitude  proceeded 
so  far  in  their  design  before  Paul  and  Barnabas  interposed  to 
arrest  it.  In  conferring  with  the  people,  they  had  used,  doubt 
less,  the  Greek,  which  formed  at  that  period  an  extensive  medium 
of  intercourse  between  those  of  different  nations. 

V.  12.  At'a,  'Epfjiyjv.  They  fixed  upon  these  gods  because  Jupi 
ter  had  a  temple  there,  and  Mercury,  who  appeared  in  the  pagan 
mythology  as  his  attendant,  excelled  in  eloquence.  So  Ovid. 
Met.  8.  626  : 

Jupiter  hue  specie  mortali  cumque  parente 
Venit  Atlaritiades  positis  caducifer  alls. 

See  also  Hor.  Od.  1.  10.  1-5.  Some  suggest,  as  a  further  reason 
for  such  a  distribution  of  the  parts,  that  Barnabas  may  have  been 
an  older  man  than  Paul,  and  more  imposing  in  his  personal  ap- 

1  Jablonsky  and  Giihling;,  who  wrote  dissertations  on  the  subject,  arrived  at  the 
results  stated  above.     See  Win.  Realw.  II.  p.  37. 
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pearance  (comp.  2  Cor.  10,  1.  10).  —  6  rryov^vo^  rov  Xoyov,  he  who 
leads  the  discourse,  is  the  chief  speaker  (comp.  14,  12). 

V.  13.  6  Upeus,  the  priest,  i.  e.  the  principal  one,  or  the  one 
most  active,  at  this  time.  The  pagan  worship  at  Lystra  must 
have  required  several  priests.  —  rot-  Ato?,  K.  T.  A.,  of  Jupiter  who 
ivas  before  the  city,  i.  e.  who  had  a  statue  and  temple  there  conse 
crated  to  him.  The  temple  of  the  tutelary  god  stood  often  out 
side  of  the  walls.  —  o-re/x/xara,  garlands,  which  were  to  adorn  the 
victims,  and  perhaps  the  priest  and  the  altar  (De  Wet).  See 
Jahn's  Archacol.  $  401.  5.  They  had  the  garlands  in  readiness, 
but  had  not  yet  placed  them  on  the  heads  of  the  animals.  Some 
construe  raupous  Kal  oTetiiiara  as  =  ravpows  eo-re/x/xei/ous,  bullocks 
adorned  'with  garlands  (De  Wet.  Rob.).  With  that  idea  the  writer 
would  have  used  naturally  that  expression.  —  e/rt  TOUS  vriAcovas, 
unto  the  gates  of  the  city  (Neand.  Rob.  Alf.  Mey.  in  his  last  ed.), 
since  iroXews  precedes  and  the  term  is  plural  (as  consisting  of 
parts  or  being  double)  ;  or  less  probably,  of  the  house  where  the 
apostles  lodged  (Olsh.  De  Wet.).  —  r/^eAe  &VCLV,  would  sacrifice, 
but  were  disappointed  (De  Wet),  or  was  about  to  sacrifice,  since 
c£e\u  may  denote  an  act  on  the  point  of  being  done.  See  Mt. 
*  498.  e  ;  C.  §  583. 

VERSES   14-18.      The  Speech  of  Paul  to  the  Lystrians. 

V.  14.  aKova-avres,  having  heard,  i.  e.  a  report  of  what  was  tak 
ing  place,  brought  to  them  perhaps  by  some  of  the  converts.  — 
Siapprj^ai/res  TO.  i/xarta  avT&v,  having  rent  their  garments,  i.  e.  accord 
ing  to  the  Jewish  custom,  from  the  neck  in  front  down  towards 
the  girdle.  See  Jahn's  Archaeol.  $211.  The  Jews  and  other  na- 
tions  performed  this  act  not  only  as  an  expression  of  sorrow,  but 
of  abhorrence  on  hearing  or  seeing  any  thing  which  they  regarded 
as  impious,  t/xana  may  refer  to  the  plural  subject  of  the  verb, 
but  more  probably  to  their  outer  and  inner  garments  ;  comp.  Matt 
26,  65.  —  l&TnfjSrjo-av  ei?  rov  o^Xov,  sprang  forth  unto  the  crowd,  i.  e. 
from  the  city  of  which  we  think  most  readily  after  Tro'Xews  ;  or 
from  the  house,  if  the  people  had  assembled  in  the  street  e£  in 
the  verb,  therefore,  does  not  settle  the  question  in  regard  to  «rt 
rows  TrvXuvas.  The  English  translation,  "ran  in  among  them," 
rests  upon  eio-eTnjSr/o-av,  now  a  rejected  reading. 

V.  15.  Kat  connects  what  is  said  with  \vhat  was  in  the  mind: 
Ye  are  men;  and  we  are  men  like  constituted  with  you.  Passing 
over  the  first  clause,  the  speaker  hastens  at  once  to  the  main 
thought.  6tioio7ra#ets  means  that  they  had  the  same  nature,  pas- 
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sions,  infirmities.  —  €vayyeAi£o/xevoi,  K.  r.  A.,  declaring  to  you  as  glad 
tidings,  viz.  that  you  should  turn,  etc.  This  requisition  that  they 
should  renounce  their  idols  is  called  glad  tidings,  because  it  was 
founded  on  the  fact  that  God  had  provided  a  way  in  the  gospel 
in  which  he  could  accept  their  repentance,  vpas  answers  here 
to  the  dative,  as  in  8,  25.  —  OLTTO  TOVTUV  TWV  /maratW,  from  these 
vanities,  nonentities,  such  as  Jupiter,  Mercury,  and  the  like.  TOU- 
TOH/  points  back  to  those  names.  Paul  and  Barnabas  had  heard 
in  what  light  the  populace  looked  upon  them.  /mrcuW  does  not 
require  ^ewv.  It  is  used  like  Q^sri,  tWN,  which  the  Hebrews 
applied  to  the  gods  of  the  heathen  as  having  no  real  existence ; 
comp.  1  Cor.  8,  4.  Kuinoel  renders  //-cmuW,  vain  practices,  idola 
try  ;  which  destroys  the  evident  opposition  between  the  term  and 
TOV  $eov  TOV  £ojvra.  —  os  cTrofycre,  K.  r.  X.,  who  made,  etc.  This  rela 
tive  clause  unfolds  the  idea  of  £an/ra,  living. 

V.  16.  ctao-e,  left  them,  withdrew  the  restraints  of  his  grace 
and  providence;  comp.  on  7,  42  and  17,  30.  In  Rom.  1,  23,  the 
apostle  brings  to  view  other  connections  of  this  fact.  The  reason 
why  God  abandoned  the  heathen  was  that  they  first  abandoned 
him.  —  7ro/o€u'ecr$ai  rats  68ots  aurwv,  to  walk  (see  on  9,  31)  in  their 
own  ways ;  dative  of  rule  or  manner.  6SoTs  includes  belief  and 
conduct. 

V.  17.  Kcuroiye  ....  a.<j>f)Kcv,  altJ tough  indeed  he  left  himself  not 
without  witness.  The  desertion  on  the  part  of  God  was  not  such 
as  to  destroy  the  evidence  of  their  dependence  on  him,  and  their 
consequent  obligation  to  know  and  acknowledge  him.  The  apos 
tle's  object  does  not  lead  him  to  press  them  with  the  full  con 
sequences  of  this  truth.  It  lies  at  the  foundation  of  his  argument 
for  proving  the  accountability  of  the  heathen,  in  Rom.  1,  19  sq. 
See  also  17,  27  sq.  —  dya$o7roiu>i/,  SiSous,  e/A7ri7rAan/,  are  epexegetical 
of  ajjidpTvpov,  but  the  second  participle  specifies  a  mode  of  the 
first,  and  the  third  a  consequence  of  the  second.  —  v/juv  after 
ovpavo^ev  is  the  correct  reading  (Grsb.  Lchm.  Mey.),  instead  of 
the  received  fj/Mv.  —  rpo</>^5,  with  food,  including  the  idea  of  the 
enjoyment  afforded  by  such  fruits  of  the  divine  bounty.  With 
that  accessory  idea,  rpo^s  is  not  incongruous  with  KapSias,  and 
*a/o8t'as  v/xoov  is  not  a  circumlocution  for  fyias  (Kuin.).  See  W.  $ 
22.  7.  The  common  text  has  ry/xwv,  which  appears  in  the  English 
version. 

V.  18.  TOV  ijir]  SvtLv  avrots  states  the  result  of  /careVavo-av,  not  the 
object :  they  liardly  restrained  them  that  they  did  not  sacrifice  to 
them.  See  the  note  on  10,  47.  —  It  is  interesting  to  compare  this 
speech  at  Lystra  with  the  train  of  thought  which  Paul  has  de» 
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veloped  in  .Rom.  1,  19  sq.  It  will  be  seen  that  the  germ  of  the 
argument  there  may  be  traced  distinctly  here.  The  similarity  is 
precisely  such  as  we  should  expect  on  the  supposition  that  he 
who  wrote  the  Epistle  delivered  the  speech.  The  diversity  in 
the  different  prominence  given  to  particular  ideas  is  that  which 
arises  from  applying  the  same  system  of  truth  to  different  occa 
sions. 


VERSES   19-28.      They  proceed  to  Derbe;  and  then  retrace  their 
Way  to  Antioch  in  Syria. 

V.  19.  The  Jews  will  be  found,  with  two  exceptions,  to  stir 
up  every  persecution  which  Paul  suffers;  see  on  19,  23. — TOVS 
o^A-ovs,  the  crowds.  They  were  mostly  heathen  (see  on  v.  9) ;  but 
that  some  Jews  resided  at  Lystra  is  evident  from  16,  1.  —  Xi^a- 
o-avrcs  rov  HavXov,  having  stoned  Paul.  Barnabas  escapes,  because 
his  associate  here  and  in  the  other  cities  was  the  prominent  man. 
The  nature  of  'the  outrage  indicates  that  the  Jews  not  only  origi 
nated  this  attack,  but  controlled  the  mode  of  it.  Stoning  was  a 
Jewish  punishment.  In  the  present  instance,  it  will  be  observed, 
they  had  no  scruple  about  shedding  the  blood  of  their  victim  in 
the  city.  It  was  otherwise  at  Jerusalem ;  see  on  7,  58.  An 
incidental  variation  like  this  attests  the  truth  of  the  narrative  — 
vo/xi'o-avres,  K.  r.  A.,  supposing  that  he  was  dead,  intimates  a  nv»ve 
belief  as  opposed  to  the  reality.  A  slight  accent  on  the  fir«t 
word  brings  this  out  as  the  necessary  meaning. 

V.  20.  KVK\iD<ra.vra)v  Se  avrov  ra)V  /xcu^r/raiv,  The  disciples 
surrounded  kim.  Here  we  learn  incidentally  that  their  labors 
not  been  ineffectual.  Kuinoel  decides  too  much  when  he  says 
that  the  disciples  collected  around  Paul  in  order  to  bury  him  ;  it 
may  have  been  to  lament  over  him,  or  to  ascertain  whether  he  was 
really  dead.  In  that  sorrowing  circle  stood  probably  the  youth 
ful  Timothy,  the  apostle's  destined  associate  in  so  many  future 
labors  and  perils;  see  16,  1 ;  2  Tim.  3,  11.  —  dvooras,  K.  T.  X.  After 
the  expression  in  v.  19,  we  can  hardly  regard  this  as  an  instance 
of  actual  restoration  to  life.  If  we  recognize  any  thing  as  mir 
aculous  here,  it  would  be  more  justly  the  apostle's  sudden  recov 
ery  after  such  an  outrage,  enabling  him  to  return  at  once  to  the 
city  and  on  the  next  day  to  resume  his  journey.  Paul  alludes  to 
this  stoning  in  2  Cor.  11, 25.  The  wounds  inflicted  on  him  at  this 
time  may  have  left  some  of  those  scars  on  his  body  to  which  he 
alludes  in  Gal.  6,  17  as  proof  that  he  was  Christ's  servant.  —  eis 
,  unto  Derbe.  See  on  v.  6.  A  few  hours  would  be  suffi- 
30 
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cient  for  the  journey  hither.  We  have  now  reached  the  eastern 
limit  of  the  present  expedition. 

V.  21.  /xa^T/reixmvTes  IKO.VOVS,  having  made  many  disciples  (Matt. 
28,  19)  as  the  result  of  the  preaching  mentioned  in  the  other 
clause.  One  of  the  converts  was  probably  Gains,  who  is  called 
a  Derbean  in  20,  4.  Their  labors  in  this  city  appear  to  have 
been  unattended  by  any  open  opposition.  Hence,  in  2  Tim.  3, 
11,  Paul  omits  Derbe  from  the  list  of  places  associated  in  the 
mind  of  Timothy  with  the  "  persecutions,  afflictions,"  which  the 
apostle  had  been  called  to  endure.  Paley  refers  to  that  omission 
as  a  striking  instance  of  conformity  between  the  Epistle  and  the 
Acts.  "  In  the  apostolic  history  Lystra  and  Derbe  are  commonly 
mentioned  together;  in  2  Tim.  3,  11,  Antioch,  Inconium,  Lystra, 
are  mentioned,  and  not  Derbe.  And  the  distinction  will  appear 
on  this  occasion  to  be  accurate  ;  for  Paul  ir§  that  passage  is  enu 
merating  his  persecutions,  and  although  he  underwent  grievous 
persecutions  in  each  of  the  three  cities  through  which  he  passed 
to  Derbe,  at  Derbe  itself  he  met  with  none.  The  Epistle,  there 
fore,  in  the  names  of  the  cities,  in  the  order  in  which  they  are 
enumerated,  and  in  the  place  at  which  the  enumeration  stops, 
corresponds  exactly  with  the  history.  Nor  is  there  any  just  rea 
son  for  thinking  the  agreement  to  be  artificial ;  for  had  the  writer 
of  the  Epistle  sought  a  coincidence  with  the  history  upon  this 
head,  and  searched  the  Acts  of  the  Apostles  for  the  purpose,  I 
conceive  he  would  have  sent  us  at  once  to  Philippi  and  Thessa- 
lonica,  where  Paul  suffered  persecution,  and  where,  from  what  is 
stated,  it  may  easily  be  gathered  that  Timothy  accompanied  him, 
rather  than  have  appealed  to  persecutions  as  known  to  Timothy, 
in  the  account  of  which  persecutions  Timothy's  presence  is  not 
mentioned ;  it  not  being  till  after  one  entire  chapter,  and  in  the 
history  of  a  journey  three  or  four  years  subsequent  to  this  (16,  1), 
that  Timothy's  name  occurs  in  the  Acts  of  the  Apostles  for  the 
first  time."  —  v-rreo-rpeif/av,  turned  back.  Advancing  still  eastward 
from  this  point,  they  would  soon  have  reached  the  well-known 
'Cilician  Gates,'  through  which  they  could  have  descended  easily 
to  Cilicia,  and  then  have  embarked  from  Tarsus  for  Antioch. 
They  had  the  choice,  therefore,  of  a  nearer  way  to  Syria ;  but 
their  solicitude  for  the  welfare  of  the  newly  founded  churches 
constrains  them  to  turn  back,  and  revisit  the  places  where  they 
had  preached. 

V.  22.  €7ricrr?7pi'£ovT€s,  K.  r.  A,.,  confirming  the  souls  of  the  disciples) 
not  by  any  outward  rite,  but  by  instruction  and  encouragement, 
as  we  see  in  the  next  clause;  comp.  15,  32.  41 ;  18,  23.  — 
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TTJ  Trwrrei,  to  adhere  to  the  faith  (see  6,  7  ;  13,  8),  i.  e.  of  Christ  or 
the  gospel;  comp.  3,  16  ;  20,  21,  etc.  — on  depends  on  Trapa/caAovt/- 
TCS,  which,  at  this  point,  of  the  sentence,  passes  to  the  idea  of 
affirming,  teaching.  —  Set  may  mean  it  is  necessary,  because  such 
was  the  appointment  of  God  (9,  16 ;  1  Cor.  15,  25) ;  or  because 
in  the  nature  of  things  it  was  inevitable  (comp.  2  Tim.  3,  12). 
The  first  is  the  more  pertinent  view,  since  it  suggests  a  more 
persuasive  motive  to  submission  and  fidelity  in  the  endurance  of 
trials  — ^/xas,  we  who  are  Christians;  comp.  1  Thess.  4,  17. — 
TT/V  paa-iXeiav  TOV  Seov,  the  kingdom  of  God,  i.  e.  the  state  of  happi 
ness  which  awaits  the  redeemed  in  heaven.  The  expression  can 
have  no  other  meaning  here,  for  those  addressed  were  already 
members  of  Christ's  visible  kingdom,  and  the  perseverance  to 
which  the  apostles  would  incite  them  has  reference  to  a  kingdom 
which  they  are  yet  to  enter. 

V.  23.  xeiporovrjo-ai/re?,  K.  r.  X.,  Now  having  appointed  for  them 
elders  in  every  church,  ^etporoverv  signifies  properly  to  elect  or 
vote  by  extending  the  hand,  but  also,  in  a  more  general  sense,  to 
choose,  appoint,  without  reference  to  that  formality.  That  for 
mality  could  not  have  been  observed  in  this  instance,  as  but  two 
individuals  performed  the  act  in  question.  When  the  verb  retains 
the  idea  of  stretching  forth  the  hand,  the  act  is  predicated  always 
of  the  subject  of  the  verb,  not  of  those  for  whom  the  act  may  be 
performed.  Hence  the  interpretation  having  appointed  for  them 
by  their  outstretched  hands,  i.  e.  by  taking  their  opinion  or  vote  in 
that  manner,  is  unwarranted ;  for  it  transfers  the  hands  to  the 
wrong  persons.  Whether  Paul  and  Barnabas  appointed  the  pres 
byters  in  this  case  by  their  own  act  solely,  or  ratified  a  previous 
election  of  the  churches  made  at  their  suggestion,  is  disputed. 
If  it  be  clear  from  other  sources  that  the  primitive  churches 
elected  their  officers  by  general  suffrage,  the  verb  here  may  be 
understood  to  denote  a  concurrent  appointment,  in  accordance 
with  that  practice ;  but  the  burden  of  proof  lies  on  those  who 
contend  for  such  a  modification  of  the  meaning.  Neander's  con 
clusion  on  this  subject  should  be  stated  here.  "  As  regards  the 
election  to  church  offices,  we  are  in  want  of  sufficient  informa 
tion  to  enable  us  to  decide  how  it  was  managed  in  the  early 
apostolic  times.  Indeed,  it  is  quite  possible  that  the  method  of 
procedure  differed  under  different  circumstances.  As  in  the  in 
stitution  of  deacons  the  apostles  left  the  choice  to  the  communi 
ties  themselves,  and  as  the  same  was  the  case  in  the  choice  of 
deputies  to  attend  the  apostles  in  the  name  of  the  communities 
(2  Cor.  8,  19),  we  might  argue  that  a  similar  course  would  be 
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pursued  in  filling  other  offices  of  the  church.  Yet  it  may  he 
that  in  many  cases  the  apostles  themselves,  where  they  could 
not  as  yet  have  sufficient  confidence  in  the  spirit  of  the  first  new 
communities,  conferred  the  important  office  of  presbyters  on  such 
as  in  their  own  judgment,  under  the  light  of  the  Divine  Spirit, 
appeared  to  be  the  fittest  persons.  Their  choice  would,  moreover, 
deserve,  in  the  highest  degree,  the  confidence  of  the  communities 
(comp.  14,  23 ;  Tit.  1,  5)  ;  although,  when  Paul  empowers  Titus 
to  set  presiding  officers  over  the  communities  who  possessed  the 
requisite  qualifications,  this  circumstance  decides  nothing  as  to 
the  mode  of  choice,  nor  is  a  choice  by  the  community  itself 
thereby  necessarily  excluded.  The  regular  course  appears  to 
have  been  this  :  the  church  offices  were  intrusted  to  the  first  con 
verts  in  preference  to  others,  provided  that  in  other  respects  they 
possessed  the  requisite  qualifications.  It  may  have  been  the 
general  practice  for  the  presbyters  themselves,  in  case  of  a  va 
cancy,  to  propose  another  to  the  community  in  place  of  the  per 
son  deceased,  and  leave  it  to  the  whole  body  either  to  approve  or 
decline  their  selection  for  reasons  assigned.  (Clem.  cap.  44.) 
When  asking  for  the  assent  of  the  community  had  not  yet  be 
come  a  mere  formality,  this  mode  of  filling  church  offices  had  the 
salutary  effect  of  causing  the  votes  of  the  majority  to  be  guided 
by  those  capable  of  judging,  and  of  suppressing  divisions  ;  while, 
at  the  same  time,  no  one  was  obtruded  on  the  community  who 
would  not  be  welcome  to  their  hearts."  Ch.  Hist.  (Dr.  Torrey's 
Tr.),  Vol.  I.  p.  189.  —  Trpto-pvTepovs  KCLT  e/cKA^criav,  elders  in  every 
church.  The  term  is  plural,  because  each  church  had  its  col 
lege  of  elders  (see  20,  17  ;  Tit.  1,  5)  ;  not  because  there  was  a 
church  in  each  of  the  cities.  The  elders,  or  presbyters,  in  the  offi 
cial  sense  of  the  term,  were  those  appointed  in  the  first  churches 
to  watch  over  their  general  discipline  and  welfare.  With  refer 
ence  to  that  duty,  they  were  called,  also,  eTrio-KOTroi,  i.  e.  superin 
tendents,  or  bishops.  The  first  was  their  Jewish  appellation, 
transferred  to  them  perhaps  from  the  similar  class  of  officers  in 
the  synagogues  ;  the  second  was  their  foreign  appellation,  since 
the  Greeks  employed  it  to  designate  such  relations  among  them 
selves.  In  accordance  with  this  distinction,  we  find  the  general 
rule  to  be  this :  those  who  are  called  elders  in  speaking  of  Jewish 
communities  are  called  bishops  in  speaking  of  Gentile  commu 
nities.  Hence  the  latter  term  is  the  prevailing  one  in  Paul's 
Epistles.  That  the  names  with  this  difference  were  entirely 
synonymous,  appears  from  their  interchange  in  such  passages  as 
20,  17.  28,  and  Tit.  1,  5.  7.  It  may  be  argued,  also,  from  the  fact 
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that  in  Phil.  1,  1  and  1  Tim.  3,  1.  8  the  deacons  are  named  im 
mediately  after  the  bishops,  which  excludes  the  idea  of  any 
intermediate  order.  Other  appellations  given  to  these  officers 
were  Troi/xeve?,  fjyovfjievoi,  TrpoeoTwres  TWV  dSe/V^wv.  The  presbyters, 
or  bishops,  were  not  by  virtue  of  their  office  teachers  or  preachers 
at  the  same  time ;  nor,  on  the  other  hand,  were  the  two  spheres 
of  labor  incompatible  with  each  other.  We  see  from  1  Tim.  5, 
17,  that  some  of  those  who  exercised  the  general  oversight 
preached  also  the  word ;  comp.  also  1  Tim.  3,  2.  The  foregoing 
representation  exhibits  the  view  of  Mosheim,  Neander,  Gieseler, 
Rothe,  and  others  eminent  in  such  inquiries.  —  Trpoaev^d^fvoi  be 
longs  to  the  following  verb,  not  to  the  subordinate  clause  which 
precedes.  —  avrov?  is  defined  by  d<s  ov  TrcTi-to-rev/ceio-ai/,  and  must  re 
fer  to  the  believers  in  general,  not  to  the  elders  merely. 

V.  24.  8teX$oi/Te?  TTJV  IIio-iSiW,  having  passed  through  Pisidia. 
Antioch  was  on  the  northern  limit  of  Pisidia,  and  hence  they 
traversed  that  district  from  north  to  south.  Their  journey  was  a 
descent  from  the  mountains  to  the  plain. 

V.  25.  cv  Htpyr).  They  now  preached  in  Perga,  as  they  ap 
pear  not  to  have  done  on  their  first  visit ;  see  on  13,  13.  Luke's 
silence  as  to  the  result  may  intimate  that  they  were  favored  with 
no  marked  success.  —  eis  'ArraAaav.  Instead  of  taking  ship  at 
Perga,  and  sailing  down  the  Cestrus,  which  they  had  ascended 
on  their  outward  journey,  they  travelled  across  the  plain  to 
Attaleia,  a  seaport  on  the  Pamphylian  Gulf,  near  the  mouth  of 
the  Catarrhactes.  »The  distance  between  the  two  places  was 
about  sixteen  miles;  see  on  13,  13.  The  founder  of  Attaleia 
was  Attains  Philadelphus,  king  of  Pergamus.  It  occupied  the 
site  of  the  modern  Satalia,  which  Admiral  Beaufort  describes  "  as 
beautifully  situated  round  a  small  harbor,  the  streets  appearing 
to  rise  behind  each  other,  like  the  seats  of  a  theatre,  ....  with  a 
double  wall  and  a  series  of  square  towers  on  the  level  summit  of 
the  hill."  See  a  view  of  the  present  town  in  Howson. 

V.  26.  aTrcTrXevo-av  «ts  'Avrto^etav,  sailed  away  unto  Antioch; 
though  they  may  have  disembarked  at  Seleucia  as  the  town  and 
its  port,  are  one  in  such  designations;  comp.  20,  6.  —  o£ev fyrav,  K.  T. 
A.,  stands  in  sensu  prcegnanti  for  whence,  having  been  committed  to 
the  favor  of  God,  they  were  sent  forth;  see  13,  3.  W.  $  54.  7. — 
cis  TO  €pyov,for  the  work,  (telic)  for  its  performance. 

V.  27.  oo-a  ....  /XCT'  avrajv,  how  great  things  (on  their  journey) 
God  wrought  with  them,  i.  e.  in  their  behalf  (15,  4;  Luke  1,  72) ; 
not  by  them,  which  would  be  Si"  avroiv  as  in  15,  12.  The  phrase 
comes  from  cs  tvsy  ;  comp.  Josh.  2,  12;  Ps.  119,  65,  etc.  Accord- 
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ing  to  Meyer,  //-ex*  avrwv  is  =.  a>v  per  OLVTWV,  allied  with  them,  which 
is  less  simple.  —  on  rjvoi^e,  K.  r.  X.,  t/iat  he  opened  to  the  Gentiles  a 
door  of  faith,  i.  e.  had  given  them  access  to  the  gospel,  participa 
tion  in  its  blessings,  as  well  as  to  the  Jews  ;  not  that  he  had 
opened  to  the  apostles  a  door  of  access  to  the  heathen.  This 
metaphor  is  a  favorite  one  with  Paul  (1  Cor.  16,  9;  2  Cor.  2,12; 
Col.  4,  3)  and  may  have  become  familiar  to  Luke  in  his  inter 
course  with  him  (Alf). 

V.  28.  SieVpi/Soi/,  K.  T.  X.  It  is  necessary  to  inquire  here  how 
long  the  apostle  was  probably  absent  on  the  tour  followed  by 
this  residence  at  Antioch.  We  must  be  content  with  a  some- 
v/hat  vague  answer  to  this  question.  The  Apostolic  Council  at 
Jerusalem  was  held  in  A.  D.  50  (Introd.  $6.  3)  ;  and  as  Paul 
departed  on  his  first  mission  in  A.  D.  45  (see  on  13,  3),  we  -must 
divide  the  interval  from  A.  D.  45  to  50  between  his  journey 
among  the  heathen  and  his  subsequent  abode  at  Antioch.  The 
best  authorities,  as  Anger,  Wieseler,  Meyer,  Winer,  De  Wette, 
and  others,  agree  in  this  result.  How  we  are  to  distribute  the 
intermediate  years  is  more  uncertain.  It  will  be  found  that  the 
apostle  travelled  more  extensively  during  his  second  missionary 
tour  than  during  the  first  ;  and  as  the  limitations  of  time  in  that 
part  of  the  history  allow  us  to  assign  but  three  years,  or  three 
and  a  half,  to  that  excursion,  we  may  consider  two  years  per 
haps  as  sufficient  for  this  journey.  This  conclusion  would  place 
the  return  to  Antioch  near  the  close  of  A.  D.  47  ;  since  the  apos 
tle  must  have  set  forth  somewhat  late  in  the  year  A.  D.  45. 
Compare  the  note  on  12,25  with  that  on  13,3.  Accordingly, 
the  years  A.  D.  48  and  49  would  be  the  period  not  brief  (xpovov 
OVK  oXt'yov)  which  Paul  and  Barnabas  spent  at  Antioch  between 
their  return  and  the  Council  at  Jerusalem.  While  they  resided 
in  that  city,  for  the  most  part,  they  would  be  able,  both  by  their 
own  personal  efforts  and  their  supervision  of  the  efforts  of  others, 
to  extend  the  gospel  in  the  regions  around  them. 


CHAPTER  XV. 

VERSES  1-5.     Paul  and  Barnabas  are  sent  as  Delegates  to  Jerusa 
lem. 

V.  1.     a.7ro  TT/S  'lovSaias,  from  Judea,  i.   e.  from  Jerusalem  in 
Judea ;    comp.  rwes  Ig  fjpw  in  v.  24.     It  is  barely  possible  that 
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Luke  may  include  the  other  churches  in  that  country.  "We  are 
not  to  confound  this  party  of  Judaizers  with  those  in  Gal.  2,  12, 
who  "  came  from  James"  (i.  e  the  church  over  which  he  presided), 
and  caused  Peter  to  dissemble  his  convictions  from  fear  of  their 
censure.  The  notice  in  the  epistle  refers  to  a  different  and  later 
event;  see  on  18,23.  —  cSt'Sao-Kov,  were  teaching.  They  had  not 
broached  the  error  merely,  but  were  inculcating  it.  —  on  eav,  K.  r. 
X.,  that  unless  ye  are  circumcised,  etc.  This  transition  to  the 
direct  style  gives  vividness  to  the  narrative.  —  TW  «$«,  acco,  ding 
to  the  custom,  law  (see  6,  14)  ;  dative  of  rule  or  manner. — ou 
SVPOO-&  <ro)&}rat,  ye  cannot  be  saved.  It  was  this  enforced  sub 
mission  to  the  rite  as  necessary  to  salvation,  which  made  the 
error  so  fatally  pernicious.  (Compare  the  note  on  16,  3).  The 
doctrine  in  this  form  was  nothing  less  than  an  utter  subversion 
of  the  scheme  of  Christianity.  It  denied  the  sufficiency  of  faith 
in  Christ  as  the  only  condition  of  pardon  and  reconciliation.  It 
involved  the  feeling  that  circumcision  was  an  act  of  merit,  and 
that  those  who  submitted  to  it  acquired  a  virtual  right  to  the 
divine  favor.  In  a  word,  it  substituted  the  law  of  works  for  the 
gratuitous  justification  which  the  gospel  declares  to  be  the  only 
way  in  which  sinners  can  be  saved.  See  Gal.  5,  1,  sq. 

V.  2.  CTTao-ecos,  dissension  in  their  views ;  ^r^crccos,  discussion  on 
the  points  which  that  difference  involved.  —  oXty^s  belongs  to  both 
nouns  (De  Wet).  The  adjective  is  not  repeated  because  the 
words  are  of  the  same  gender.  W.  $  59.  5. — d/rovs  refers  to 
rive's  in  v.  1.  Paul  and  Barnabas  were  the  disputants  on  one 
side,  and  the  individuals  from  Judea  on  the  other.  It  does  not 
appear  that  the  Christians  at  Antioch  took  any  open  part  in  the 
controversy.  The  heresy  reappeared  among  them  at  a  later 
period,  and  became  then  so  prevalent  as  to  endanger  the  safety 
of  the  entire  church;  see  Gal.  2,  11,  sq.  Even  Barnabas,  at  that 
time,  compromised  the  principle  for  which  he  was  now  so  earnest. 
—  era£av,  K.  T.  A.,  they  (i.  e.  the  brethren  in  v.  1)  appointed  that 
they  should  go  up,  etc.  It  appears  from  Gal.  2,  2,  that  Paul  went 
also  in  compliance  with  a  divine  command.  Whether  the  reve 
lation  was  first,  and  the  action  of  the  church  subsequent,  or  the 
reverse,  it  is  impossible  to  say.  It  may  be  that  Paul  was 
instructed  to  propose  the  mission  to  Jerusalem ;  or,  if  the  mea 
sure  originated  with  the  church,  that  he  was  instructed  to  approve 
it,  and  to  go  as  one  of  the  delegates.  Either  supposition  harmon 
izes  the  notice  in  Gal.  2,  2  with  this  passage. — rtra?  aAXovs,  cer 
tain  others  as  delegates.  One  of  them  may  have  been  Titus, 
since  we  read  in  Gal,  2,  1  that  he  accompanied  the  apostle  at 
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this  time.  Yet  perhaps  crtyxTrapaAa/Jobv  /cat  TtVov,  in  that  place, 
taking  along  also  Titus,  may  indicate,  that  they  travelled  together 
as  friends  and  not  as  official  associates.  The  fact,  too,  that, 
being  uncircumcised,  he  was  a  party  in  some  sense  to  this  Jew 
ish  question,  may  have  disqualified  him  for  such  an  appointment. 

V.  3.  01  ju,ev  ow  7rpo7re//,</>$eVTes,  They  having  been  sent  forward, 
i.  e.  attended  part  of  the  way  by  some  of  the  church,  as  a  mark 
of  honor;  comp.  20,  38;  21,  5;  3  John  v.  6.  The  word,  says 
Meyer,  does  not  include  the  viatica,  or  supplies  for  the  journey, 
unless  the  context  point  that  out  as  a  part  of  the  service  rendered, 
as  in  Tit.  3,  13.  —  SirjpxovTo,  K.  r.  A.,  passed  through  Phoenicia  and 
Samaria.  See  on  11,  19.  As  Galilee  is  not  mentioned,  they 
travelled  probably  along  the  coast  as  far  south  as  Ptolemais  (21, 
7),  and  then  crossed  the  plain  of  Esdrselon  into  Samaria.  —  rots 
dSeA^ots,  unto  the  brethren  in  the  various  towns  on  their  way. 
We  see  here  the  fruits  of  the  seed  which  had  been  scattered  in 
those  regions  (8,  5;  11,  19). 

V.  4.  dTreS^rjcrav,  were  cordially  received;  comp.  18,  27.  It 
was  not  certain  that,  coming  on  such  an  errand,  they  would  be 
greeted  with  entire  favor.  It  weakens  the  sense  to  restrict  it  to 
their  official  recognition  as  messengers.  This  was  the  apostle's 
third  visit  to  Jerusalem  since  his  conversion,  and  was  made  in 
the  year  A.  D.  50  (Introd.  §  6.  3).  —  TT/S  eK/cA^o-tag,  the  church  in 
general,  while  K<U  adds  the  prominent  parts ;  see  on  1,  14.  The 
existence  of  presbyters  at  Jerusalem  is  first  recognized  in  11, 
30.  Luke  does  not  inform  us  at  what  time,  or  in  what  manner, 
they  were  appointed.  It  was  evidently  no  part  of  his  intention 
to  unfold  any  particular  scheme  of  ecclesiastical  polity.  The 
information  which  he  gives  on  that  subject  is  incidental  and  im 
perfect. —  ^T  avrwv,  towards  them,  in  their  behalf;  see  on  14,  27. 

V.  5.  e^aveo-r^o-ai/,  K.  T.  A.,  But  there  arose  (in  the  assembly  at 
Jerusalem)  some  of  those  from  the  sect  of  the  Pharisees.  It  is  en 
tirely  natural  that  individuals  of  this  class  appear  as  the  party 
who  insist  on  circumcision.  The  attachment  to  forms,  which 
rendered  them  Pharisees  out  of  the  church,  rendered  them 
legalists  in  it.  These  are  the  persons  evidently,  of  whom  Paul 
speaks  so  strongly  in  Gal.  2,4.  —  avrou?,  them,  viz.  the  Gentile 
believers  in  the  communication  just  made  (v.  4).  —  Some  regard 
the  contents  of  this  verse  as  a  continuation  of  the  report  (v.  4), 
as  if  the  objectors  were  those  at  Antioch,  and  not  at  Jerusalem; 
but  in  that  case  we  should  have  expected  /ecu  TTWS  or  on,  and  how 
or  that  as  the  connective  between  di/T/yyetAav  and 
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VERSES  6-12      Speech  of  Peter  in  the  Assembly. 

V.  6.  o-vi-TJx-^orai/,  K.  r.  A.  This  assembly  is  often  called  the 
first  Christian  Council ;  but  we  must  use  some  license  to  apply 
the  term  in  that  way,  since  a  council  consists  properly  of  dele 
gates  from  various  churches,  whereas  two  churches  only  were 
represented  on  this  occasion.  The  apostles  and  elders  are  men 
tioned  on  account  of  their  rank,  not  as  composing  the  entire 
assembly.  It  is  evident  from  v.  23,  that  the  other  Christians  at 
Jerusalem  were  also  present,  and  gave  their  sanction  to  the  de 
crees  enacted ;  see  also  v.  12,  compared  with  v.  22.  —  In  Gal.  2, 
2,  Paul  states  that,  besides  the  communication  which  he  made  to 
the  believers  in  a  body,  he  had  also  a  private  interview  with  the 
chief  of  the  apostles.  That  interview,  we  may  suppose,  preceded 
the  public  discussion.  The  object  of  it  appears  to  have  been, 
to  put  the  other  apostles  in  full  possession  of  his  views,  and  of 
all  the  facts  in  relation  to  his  ministry  among  the  heathen ;  so 
that,  fortified  by  their  previous  knowledge  of  the  case,  he  might 
have  their  support  in  the  promiscuous  assembly,  where  prejudice 
or  misunderstanding  might  otherwise  have  placed  him  in  a  false 
light.  —  Xoyov  TOVTOV,  this  matter,  subject  of  discussion  (De  Wet.)  ; 
not  this  expression  in  v.  5  (Mey.),  because  the  dispute  had  an 
earlier  origin. 

V.  7.  a<j>  <7/x€pcuv  dpxo-iW,  since  remote  days,  a  long  time  ago ; 
comp.  ev  apxy  in  11,  15.  The  conversion  of  Cornelius  took  place 
during  the  time  that  Paul  was  at  Tarsus  (see  on  11,  15);  and 
the  several  years,  so  eventful  in  their  character,  which  had 
elapsed  since  that  period,  would  appear  in  the  retrospect  a  long 
time.  —  ev  rjfjuv  ....  oro/xaro?  /xov,  made  choice  among  us  (the  apos 
tles)  that  by  my  mouth,  etc.,  (Mey.  De  Wet.  WinJ.  The  subse 
quent  clause  forms  the  proper  object  of"  e&Ae'^aro.  Some  supply 
needlessly  e/xt  (Olsh.),  and  others  incorrectly  make  ev  fj/juv  a 
Hebraistic  accusative,  selected  me  or  us.  See  W.  $  32.  3.  The 
meaning  is  not  necessarily  that  no  heathen  had  heard  or  em 
braced  the  gospel  till  Peter  preached  it  to  them ;  but  that  it  was 
he  whom  God  appointed  to  convey  the  gospel  to  them  under 
circumstances  which  showed  it  to  be  manifestly  his  will  that 
they  should  be  admitted  into  the  church  without  circumcision.  — 
For  the  generic  ZSv-rj,  see  on  11,  18. 

V.  8.  6  KapSioyvwo-nys  ....  avrot?,  the  heart-knowing  God  (who 
could  judge,  therefore,  of  the  sincerity  of  their  repentance  and 
faith)  testified  for  them  (dat.  comm.).  The  testimony  consisted 
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of  the  miraculous  gifts  which  he  imparted  to  them,  see  10,  45. 
He  had  thus  shown  that  ceremonial  obedienco  was  not  essential 
to  his  favor ;  for  he  had  granted  the  sign  of  acceptance  to  those 
who  were  entirely  destitute  of  that  recommendation. 

V.  9.  Kol  ovSev  ...»  avTuv,  and  made  no  distinction  between  us, 
who  had  practised  the  Jewish  rites,  and  them,  though  they  were 
still  heathen  in  that  respect  (avopoi,  1  Cor.  9,  21).  The  next 
clause  states  how  he  had  manifested  this  impartiality  —  rfi  irivrti 
....  O.VTUV,  in  that  by  faith  he  purified  their  hearts,  i.  e.  in  connection 
with  their  reception  of  the  gospel,  had  made  them  partakers  of 
the  holiness  which  renders  those  who  possess  it  acceptable  in  his 
sight.  He  had  bestowed  this  blessing  as  fully  and  freely  on  the 
uncircumcised  believing  Gentiles,  as  he  had  upon  the  circumcised 
believing  Jews.  Peter  represents  the  purification  as  effected  by 
faith,  in  order  to  deny  the  error  which  would  ascribe  that  efficacy 
to  circumcision  or  any  other  legal  observance.  The  Jewish  feel 
ing  was  that  the  heathen  were  unclean  so  long  as  they  were  un 
circumcised.  The  Spirit  is  the  efficient  author  of  sanctification ; 
but  faith  as  used  here  is  a  belief  of  the  truth  (2  Thess.  2,  13), 
especially  of  that  which  relates  to  the  atonement  of  Christ  (1 
John  1,  7),  and  the  Spirit  employs  the  truth  as  the  means  of 
sanctification. 

V.  10.  vvv  ovv,  Now  therefore,  i.  e.  after  such  evidence  that 
God  does  not  require  the  heathen  to  submit  to  Jewish  rites.  —  ri 
7rcipa£ere  rov  $eoi/,  why  do  ye  tempt  God,  make  presumptuous  trial 
of  his  power  and  patience  by  demanding  new  proofs  of  his  will ; 
see  5,  9;  Matt.  4,  7 ;  1  Cor.  10,  9.  This  sense  is  partly  Hebra 
istic,  and  we  must  compare  the  verb  with  fiGi,  in  order  to  obtain 
the  full  idea.  —  evrt^eti/ai  (=  €7ri£eWe?)  £vy6v,  that  you  should  place 
(=  by  placing)  a  yoke,  etc.  This  is  a  lax  use  of  the  epexegeti- 
cal  infinitive.  W.  $  44.  1.  —  ov  ovre,  K.  T.  X.,  which  neither  our 
fathers,  etc.  "  By  this  yoke,"  says  Neander,  "  which  Peter 
represents  as  having  been  always  so -irksome  to  the  Jews,  he 
certainly  did  not  mean  the  external  observance  of  ceremonies 
simply  as  such,  since  he  would  by  no  means  persuade  the  Jew 
ish  Christians  to  renounce  them.  But  he  meant  the  external 
observance  of  the  law,  in  so  far  as  this  proceeded  from  an  inter 
nal  subjection  of  the  conscience  to  its  power,  such  as  exists 
when  justification  and  salvation  are  made  to  depend  on  tho 
performance  of  legal  requirements.  Those  in  this  state  of  mind 
must  fear  lest  they  peril  their  salvation  by  the  slightest  deviation 
from  the  law ;  they  suffer  the  painful  scrupulosity  which  leads  to 
the  invention  of  manifold  checks,  in  order  to  guard  themselves, 
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by  a  self-imposed  constraint,  against  every  possible  transgression 
of  its  commands." 

V.  11.  aAAa  marks  this  connection  :  With  such  an  experience 
as  to  the  law,  we  no  longer  expect  salvation  from  that  source ; 
but  through  the  grace  of  the  Lord  Jesus  believe  that  we  shall  be 
saved.  —  fcouceti/ot,  also  they,  viz.  the  heathen  converts.  The  remark 
suggests  its  own  application.  If  the  Jews  had  renounced  their 
own  law  as  unable  to  benefit  them,  and  had  taken  the  position 
of  the  Gentiles,  it  was  inconsistent,  as  well  as  useless,  to  require 
the  Gentiles  to  depend  on  the  system  of  the  Jews.  The  train 
of  thought  in  Gal.  2,  15  sq.  is  singularly  coincident  with  this. — 
The  reference  of  KaKeivoL  to  ot  Trarepes  introduces  an  idea  irrele 
vant  to  the  subject. 

V.  1 2.  eo-iyr/o-e,  became  silent,  recalls  us  to  the  7ro\Xfj<s  a-v^-rrr-rj- 
o-ews  in  v.  7.  Peter's  address  had  calmed  the  excitement,  so  that 
they  refrained  from  speaking,  and  gave  Paul  and  Barnabas  an 
opportunity  to  be  heard;  comp.  crty^o-at  in  the  next  verse. — yxovov 
(imperf.)  implies  a  copious  narration  on  the  part  of  the  speakers. 
—  e^j/you/xeVwv,  K.  r.  A.  They  gave  this  prominence  to  the  mira 
cles  because  these  expressed  so  decisively  God's  approval  of 
their  course  in  receiving  the  heathen  without  circumcision.  That 
was  now  the  main  point  in  question.  We  see  from  Gal.  2,  7  sq., 
that  the  narrative  embraced  also  other  topics. 

VERSES   13-21.     Speech  of  the  Apostle  James. 

V.  13.  The  speaker  is  the  James  mentioned  in  12,  17.  Paul 
names  him  before  Peter  and  John  in  Gal.  2,  9  because  he  was 
pastor  of  the  church  at  Jerusalem  and  perhaps  president  of  the 
council.  —  a.7reKpi3r),  proceeded  to  speak  (see  3,  12)  ;  or,  very  prop 
erly,  answered,  since  the  position  of  the  Judaistic  party  challenged 
a  reply. 

V.  14.  2v/x€o>v,  Symeon  (see  13,  1),  as  in  2  Pet.  1,  1,  else 
where  2t/xwv,  Simon,  after  "the  Heb.  variation  •pB'vij  (1  Chr.  4,  20) 
and  ISE'B  (Gen.  29,  33).  This  apostle  is  not  mentioned  again  in 
the  Acts.  His  speech  in  the  council  is  the  last  act  of  Peter 
which  Luke  has  recorded.  —  Trpo/rov,  at  first,  answers  to  <!</>'  ^/xepoii/ 
dpxcuwv  in  v.  7.  —  67reo-K€^aro,  graciously  visited,  like  *i|3B  in  its  good 
sense.  —  ITTI  TO>  ovopari  avrov,  after  his  name  (Luke  1,  9),  i.  e.  who 
should  be  called  by  it,  known  as  his  people  (De  Wet.) ;  comp  v. 
17;  Deut.  28,  10;  Is.  63,  19;  2  Chr.  7,  14,  etc.  But  the  critical 
editions  omit  eTrt',  and  the  dative  depends  then  on  the  infinitive , 
i.  e.for  thy  name,  its  acknowledgment,  honor. 

V.  15.     KOL  TOVTW  /c.  r.  X.,  and  with  this  (not  masculine,  viz. 
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Peter,  -but  neuter,  viz.  the  fact  just  stated)  agree  tJie,  words  of  the 
prophets.  As  an  example  of  their  testimony,  he  adduces  Am. 
9,  11  sq. 

V.  1 6.  The  citation  conforms  very  nearly  to  the  Septuagint.  — 
avaarptyw,  K.  r.  A.,  I  will  return  and  will  rebuild.  The  expression 
implies  a  restoration  of  favor  after  a  temporary  alienation ;  comp. 
Jer.  12,  15.  Some  recognize  here  the  Hebraism  which  converts 
the  first  of  two  verbs  into  an  adverb  qualifying  the  second:  Iivill 
again  rebuild.  Meyer,  .De  Wette,  Winer  ($  54.  5),  reject  that 
explanation.  It  is  the  less  apposite  here,  as  avd  repeats  the  ad 
verbial  idea  in  the  three  following  verbs.  —  dvoiKoSo/xrjoxo,  K.  r.  X., 
I  will  rebuild  the  tabernacle  of  David  which  has  fallen,  i.  e.  will 
restore  the  decayed  splendor  of  his  family,  to  wit,  in  the  person 
of  his  Son  after  the  flesh  (Rom.  1,  3),  in  the  Messiah.  a-Ktprffv 
represents  the  family  as  having  fallen  into  such  obscurity  as  to 
occupy  the  humble  abode  of  a  booth  or  tabernacle.  The  next 
words  of  the  text  describe  the  same  condition  still  more  strongly. 

V.  17.  OTTCOS  av  eK&fnqa-tixnv,  K.  r.  A..,  that  (telic,  because  the  Sav 
iour  must  be  first  sent)  the  rest  (lit.  those  left  remaining)  of  men 
and  all  the  heathen  may  seek  out  the  Lord,  av  implies  that  it  de 
pends  on  them  whether  the  purpose  will  be  attained  or  defeated. 
See  W.  $42.  6 ;  K.  $  330.  4.  The  rest  of  men  are  the  others  of 
them  besides  the  Jews,  and  these  others  are  all  the  heathen.  The 
last  clause  is  explicative,  not  appositional.  The  Hebrew  has 
they,  i.  e.  the  people  of  God,  shall  possess  the  residue  of  Edom,  i.  e. 
those  of  Edom  reserved  for  mercy,  and  all  the  (other)  heathen. 
The  Seventy  may  have  confounded  some  of  the  original  words 
with  other  similar  words ;  but  the  apostle  followed  their  transla 
tion  of  the  passage,  as  it  contained  the  essential  idea  for  which 
he  appealed  to  it.  The  many  foreign  Jews  who  were  present 
were  familiar  with  the  Greek  Scriptures,  but  not  the  Hebrew.  — 
e<£'  ovs  .  .  .  .  fjiov,  upon  whom  my  name  has  been  called,  i.  e.  given, 
applied  to  them  as  a  sign  of  their  relationship  to  God ;  comp. 
James  2,  7.  See  the  references  on  v.  14.  Observe  that  the  verb 
is  perfect.  The  application  of  the  name  was  future  when  the 
prophecy  was  uttered,  and  was  still  future  to  a  great  extent 
when  cited  at  this  time ;  but  the  prediction  was  as  good  as  al 
ready  verified,  because  the  purpose  of  God  made  it  certain. 
—  eV  avrovs  is  a  Hebraism,  founded  on  the  use  of  "iii.;x  as  the 
sign  of  relation  (Olsh.  De  Wet.  Mey.).  Gesen.  Heb.  Gr.  $  121. 
1.  The  foregoing  citation  from  Amos  was  pertinent  in  a  twofold 
way :  first,  it  announced  that  the  heathen  were  to  be  admitted 
with  the  Jews  into  the  kingdom  of  Christ ;  and,  secondly,  it  con- 
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tained  no  recognition  of  circumcision,  or  other  Jewish  ceremonies, 
as  prerequisite  to  their  reception.  —  TTOVTO.  after  ravra  (T.  R.)  is 
not  approved. 

V.  18.  The  words  here  are  a  comment  of  James  on  the  proph 
ecy. — yvwoTo, ....  O.VTOV,  Known  from  the  beginning  unto  God  are  all 
his  works.  The  present  call  of  the  Gentiles,  after  having  been 
so  long  foretold,  was  an  evidence  and  illustration  of  the  truth 
here  asserted.  Hence,  the  apostle  would  argue,  if  God,  in  ex 
tending  the  gospel  to  the  heathen  without  requiring  them  to  be 
circumcised,  was  carrying  into  effect  an  eternal  purpose,  it  be 
came  them  to  acquiesce  in  it ;  their  opposition  to  his  plan  would 
be  as  unavailing  as  it  was  criminal.  —  The  variations  of  the  text 
in  this  verse  are  numerous,  but  nearly  all  yield  the  same  mean 
ing.  They  may  be  seen  in  Griesbach,  Hahn,  Tischendorf,  Green, 
and  others.  Lachrnan  adheres  to  the  common  reading,  with  the 
exception  of  Kvpua  for  #eu>,  and  tpyov  for  Zpya. 

V.  19.  lyoj  KpCvw,  /(for  my  part,  without  dictating  to  others) 
judge,  decide  as  my  opinion.  On  eyw,  as  thus  restrictive,  see  W. 
$  22.  6.  The  verb  affords  no  proof  that  the  speaker's  authority 
was  greater  than  that  of  the  other  apostles;  comp.  16,4. — firj 
TrapcvoxXeu/,  that  we  ought  not  to  disquiet,  molest,  i.  e.  impose  on 
them  the  yoke  of  Jewish  ceremonies  ;  see  v.  10.  The  infinitive 
includes  often  the  idea  of  obligation  or  necessity.  W.  $  44.  3.  b. 
Meyer  urges  the  separate  force  of  napd,  further,  i.  e.  in  addition 
to  their  faith,  not  justified  apparently  by  usage ;  better  in  his  last 
edition,  thereby,  along  with  their  conversion. 

V.  20.  e-Trto-TctXat,  K.  T.  A..,  that  we  should  write  to  them,  direct  by 
letter,  that  they  abstain.  —  aAifryrj/xaTwv  =  ciSwXoJurwv  in  v.  29.  The 
parts  of  the  victim  not  used  in  sacrifice,  the  heathen  sold  in  the 
market  as  ordinary  food,  or  ate  them  at  feasts.  The  Jews,  in 
their  abhorrence  of  idolatry,  regarded  the  use  of  such  flesh  as 
allied  to  the  guilt  of  participating  in  idol-worship  itself.  See 
Rom.  14,  15  sq. ;  1  Cor.  8,  10  sq.  —  Kal  TT/S  Tro/wei'as,  and  from  for 
nication  =  licentiousness  (Calv.  Kuin.  Olsh.  Mey.  De  Wet,). 
Repeat  O.TTO  before  this  noun.  The  other  practices,  it  will  be  ob 
served,  relate  to  things  which  are  not  sinful  per  se,  but  derive 
their  character  from  positive  law,  or  from  circumstances.  The 
reason,  probably,  for  associating  this  immorality  with  such  prac 
tices  is,  that  the  heathen  mind  had  become  so  corrupt  as  almost 
to  have  lost  the  idea  of  chastity  as  a  virtue.1  Other  senses  of 

1  See  Tholuck  on  the  Nature  and  Moral  Influence  of  Heathenism^  in  the  Biblical 
Repository,  Vol.  II.  p.  441  sq. 
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as  idolatry,  incest,  marriage  with  unbelievers,  concubin 
age,  have  been  proposed.  It  is  against  any  such  unusual  signifi 
cation  of  the  word,  that  it  occurs  again  in  the  enactment  (v.  29). 
The  object  of  the  decree  would  require  it  to  be  framed  with  as 
much  perspicuity  as  possible,  and  would  exclude  the  use  of  terms 
out  of  their  ordinary  acceptation.  —  /cat  TOV  TTVIKTOV,  and  from  what 
has  been  strangled,  i.  e.  from  the  flesh  of  animals  put  to  death  in 
that  way.  The  Jews  were  not  allowed  to  eat  such  flesh,  because 
it  contained  the  blood;  see  Lev.  17,  13.  14;  Dent.  12,  16,  23.  — 
Kol  TOV  at/xaro?,  and  from  blood,  which  the  heathen  drank  often  at 
their  idolatrous  feasts,  and  at  other  times  and  in  various  ways 
mingled  with  their  food. 

V.  21.  This  verse  assigns  a  reason  for  the  proposed  restric 
tions,  and  that  is,  that  the  Jewish  believers,  being  so  accustomed 
to  hear  the  things  in  question  forbidden,  were  naturally  sensitive 
in  regard  to  them,  and  hence  it  was  necessary,  for  the  sake  of 
peace  and  harmony,  that  the  heathen  converts  should  refrain 
from  such  practices.  This  view  of  the  connection  is  the  most 
natural  one.  Calvin,  Hemsen,  Olshausen,  De  Wette,  Meyer,  and 
others,  agree  in  it.  Neander  follows  Chrysostom,  who  supposes 
the  words  to  explain  why  it  was  proposed  to  instruct  the  Gentiles 
only  :  the  Jews  had  no  occasion  to  be  informed  what  the  law  re 
quired  of  them  ;  for  Moses  in  every  city,  etc.  This  interpretation 
not  only  turns  the  mind  abruptly  from  one  train  of  thought  to 
another,  but  appears  to  concede  more  to  the  advocates  of  circum 
cision  than  the  question  at  issue  would  allow.  To  have  justified 
the  prohibitions  on  such  ground  would  be  recognizing  the  perpe 
tuity  of  the  Mosaic  rites,  so  far  as  the  Jews  were  concerned  ; 
and  we  cannot  suppose  that  the  apostles  at  this  time  either  enter 
tained  that  view,  or  would  give  any  direct  countenance  to  it  in 
the  minds  of  others. 

VERSES  22-29.     They  appoint  Messengers  to  the   Churches,  and 
send  a  Letter  by  them. 

V.  22.  rore  eSo£e,  K.  r.  A.,  Then  the  apostles  ....  resolved,  having 
selected  men  from  themselves,  to  send  them,  etc.  e/cAe£a/x.eVovs  passes 
into  the  accusative,  because  the  object  of  the  governing  verb, 
(XTrooToAois,  serves  at  the  same  time  as  the  subject  of  the  infini 
tive.  K.  $  307.  R  2.  —  Judas  is  known  only  from  this  notice. 
His  surname  opposes  the  conjecture  that  he  was  Judas  Thad- 
deus,  the  apostle.  There  is  no  proof  that  he  was  a  brother  of 
Joseph  Barsabas,the  candidate  for  the  apostleship  (1,23).  —  Silas 
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bacame  Paul's  associate  in  his  second  missionary  tour  (v.  40). 
For  2i'Aas  in  the  Acts,  we  have  always  2<Aovavos  in  the  Epistles. 
The  former  was  his  Jewish  name  probably,  the  latter  his  Gentile 
or  foreign  name;  see  on  13,  9. — r/you/xeVovs,  leading,  eminent  for 
reputation  and  authority  (Luke  22,  26). 

V.  23.  ypai/wTe?.  The  nominative  of  a  participle  refers  often 
to  a  preceding  substantive  in  a  different  case,  when  that  substan 
tive  forms  in  fact  the  logical  subject  of  the  clause.  K.  $  313.  1 ; 
W.  $  64.  II.  2.  The  impersonal  expression  at  the  head  of  the 
sentence  is  equivalent  to  a  transitive  verb  with  the  dative  as 
nominative.  K.  §  307.  R.  5.  —  Kara  rrjv  'Avrtd^etav,  K.  T.  A.,  through 
out  Antiooh  and  Syria,  etc.,  since  the  brethren  were  in  different 
places.  We  see  here  how  extensively  the  Judaizers  had  at 
tempted  to  spread  their  views.  The  scene  at  Antioch  (v.  1)  was 
only  an  example  of  what  had  occurred  in  many  other  places.  As 
to  the  origin  of  the  churches  in  Syria  and  Cilicia,  see  on  v.  41. — 
Xaipav,  sc.  Ae'yovo-i.  It  is  remarkable,  says  Neander,  that  this  word, 
as  a  form  of  epistolary  salutation,  occurs  only  here  and  in  James 
1,1,  with  the  exception  of  23,  26,  where  it  is  a  Roman  who  em 
ploys  it.  It  would  account  for  the  coincidence  if  we  suppose 
that  the  Apostle  James  drew  up  this  document.  His  office  as 
pastor  of  the  church  would  very  naturally  devolve  that  service 
on  him.  The  occurrence  of  ^atpetv  here  and  in  the  Epistle,  Ben- 
gel,  Bleek,  and  others,  point  out  as  an  indication  that  the  two 
compositions  are  from  the  same  hand. 

V.  24.  e£  ^/xaiv,  from  us,  which  accords  with  v.  1.  —  erapa£av, 
disquieted,  perplexed;  see  Gal.  1,  7. — Aoyoi?  may  have,  as  Stier 
thinks,  a  disparaging  force :  with  words  merely,  as  opposed  to  the 
truth  or  sound  doctrine.  —  dmo-Keva^ovrcs  ra?  i/a^as  V/AUJV,  subverting 
your  souls,  i.  e.  unsettling,  removing  them  from  the  pure  faith  of 
the  gospel.  This  clause  describes  the  effect  or  tendency  of  the 
views  which  those  who  received,  the  decrees  were  urged  by  the 
false  teachers  to  adopt.  —  7reptre/x,veo-5at,  K.  r.  A.,  that  ye  must  be 
circumcised,  and  keep  the  law.  For  this  power  of  the  infinitive, 
see  on  v.  19.  Sav  is  not  to  be  supplied.  —  ots  ov  SieoreiAa^e^a, 
whom  we  did  not  command,  i.  e.  instruct,  authorize.  This  declar 
ation  may  be  aimed  at  a  pretence  on  their  part  that  they  had 
been  sent  forth  by  the  church  at  Jerusalem,  or  at  least  that  they 
represented  the  sentiments  of  that  church. 

V.  25.  yevo/xcVots  o/xo^iyAaSoV,  having  met  together  (  Vulg.  Neand. ) ; 
but  better,  having  become  of  one  mind,  unanimous  (Bng.  Str.  Mey.). 
Kuinoel  and  De  Wette  are  undecided.  According  to  the  latter 
view,  the  expression  represents  this  perfect  harmony  as  having 
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been  attained  after  some  diversity  of  opinion ;  see  v.  5.  —  e/cAe£- 
a//,eVovs  exemplifies  again  the  construction  in  v.  22. —  Bapvdfta  /cat 
IIauAu>.  This  deviation  from  the  usual  order  of  these  names  since 
13,  13,  as  De  Wette  remarks  after  Bleek,  testifies  to  the  writer's 
diplomatic  accuracy.  Paul  had  spent  but  little  time  at  Jerusalem, 
and  Barnabas  was  still  a  more  familiar  name  there  (comp.  9,  27), 
than  that  of  the  apostle  to  the  Gentiles. 

V.  26.  dv^pcoTTots  ....  avrtov,  men  who  have  given  up,  jeoparded, 
their  lives ;  comp.  9,  24  ;  13,  50  ;  14,  5.  19.  There  was  a  special 
reason,  no  doubt,  for  this  commendation  of  Paul  and  Barnabas. 
It  would  serve  to  counteract  any  attempts  which  the  Jewish  party 
might  make,  or  had  made,  to  discredit  their  religious  views  and 
impair  their  reputation  as  teachers. 

V.  27.  ovv,  therefore,  i.  e.  in  conformity  with  the  conclusion  in 
v.  25.  —  /cat  CLVTOVS,  K.  T.  A.,  also  themselves  by  word  announcing 
(when  they  shall  be  present)  the  same  things,  i.  e.  that  we  now 
write  to  you  (Neand.  Mey.  De  Wet.)  ;  not  the  same  things  that 
Paul  and  Barnabas  have  taught.  Sta  \6yov  indicates  clearly  that 
the  oral  communication  was  to  confirm  the  contents  of  the  letter 
or  the  written  communication.  "  Judas  and  Silas,"  says  Stier 
(Reden  der  Apostel,  I.  p.  90),  "should  certify  that  the  letter  had 
actually  proceeded  from  a  unanimous  resolve  of  the  church  at 
Jerusalem,  and  that  Barnabas  and  Saul  were  thus  honored  and 
beloved  there ;  they  should  give  fuller  information  respecting  the 
decrees,  and  answer  every  inquiry  that  might  be  proposed,  as 
living  epistles,  confirmed  by  the  letter  and  confirming  it  in  re 
turn;  and  thus  by  their  word  they  should  restore  again  the 
harmony  which  those  unsent  members  of  their  church  had  dis 
turbed." 

V.  28.  eSo^e  yap,  For  it  seemed  good,  i.  e.  and  especially  how  it 
seemed  good,  yap  specifies  the  part  of  the  letter  which  the  writ 
ers  had  more  particularly  in  view  in  TO,  avrd. — Trvei^art  Kaljjplv  = 
TTvevfjiaTi  ev  r)iuv  (Olsh.).  See  5,  3  and  note  there.  The  expression 
represents  the  two  agencies  as  distinct  from  each  other,  as  well 
as  consentaneous  (De  Wet).  —  r^jdv  includes  all  (see  v.  23)  who 
took  part  in  the  action  of  the  council.  They  were  conscious  of 
having  adopted  their  conclusions  under  the  guidance  of  the 
Spirit,  and  claimed  for  them  the  authority  of  infallible  decisions. 
—  TOJV  renders  cTrdVayKes  an  adjective.  B.  $  125.  6.  The  things 
in  question  are  said  to  be  necessary,  not  (excepting  the  last  of 
them)  because  they  were  wrong  in  themselves,  but  because,  the 
Gentile  Christians  were  bound  by  the  law  of  charity  (see  Rom 
14,  15)  to  avoid  a  course  which,  while  it  involved  no  question  of 
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conscience  on  their  part,  would  olfend  and  grieve  their  Jewish 
brethren,  and  lead  inevitably  to  strife  and  alienation. 

V.  29.  aTre^eo-^at,  to  wit,  that  ye  abstain.  For  this  definitive 
use  of  the  infinitive,  see  W.  $  44.  1 :  C.  $  623.  —  It  is  not  perhaps 
accidental  that  Tropvctas  has  here  a  different  position  from  that  in  v. 
20  ;  see  also  21,  25.  —  e£  £v  .  .  .  .  eavrovs  Neander  compares  with 
acrTriAov  eavrov  rrjp^iv  airo  TOV  Kooyx,ov  in  James  1,  27.  The  similarity 
is  striking,  and  may  indicate  the  same  hand  in  the  two  passages 
(see  on  v.  23).  —  cu  Trpo^erc,  ye  witt  do  well,  what  is  right  and  com 
mendable  ;  see  10,  33 ;  3  John  v.  6.  —  eppooo-^e,  like  the  Latin 
valete. 


VERSES  30-35.     Paul  and  Barnabas  return  to  Antioch. 

V.  30.  ovv,  therefore,  since  the  foregoing  decision  was  prelimi 
nary  to  their  departure.  —  aTroAv^eVres,  having  been  dismissed,  i.  e. 
in  all  probability  with  religious  services  (v.  33 ;  13,  3),  and  perhaps 
with  an  escort  for  some  miles  on  the  way  (v.  3).  —  TO  7r\fj$o<s,  the 
multitude ;  see  v.  12  and  6,  2.  They  call  at  once  an  assembly  of 
the  believers  to  hear  their  report. 

V.  31.  tTu  rf)  7rapa/<A.7Jo-a,  at  the  consolation  (lit.  upon  as  the 
cause)  furnished  by  the  letter.  They  approve  of  what  had  been 
done ;  they  rejoice  at  the  prospect  of  so  happy  a  termination  of 
the  dispute.  Some  understand  Trapa/cA^o-ei  of  exhortation,  which 
certainly  is  not  required  by  that  sense  of  the  verb  in  the  next 
verse  (Mey.),  and  does  not  accord  well  with  the  contents  of  so 
authoritative  a  letter. 

V.  32.  Kol  avrol  7rpo<j>rJT<u  oi/res,  also  themselves  being  prophets, 
i.  e.  as  well  as  Paul  and  Barnabas,  and  so  competent  to  give  the 
instruction  needed.  —  Trape/caAeo-av,  exhorted,  viz.  in  view  of  the 
present  danger,  that  they  should  rely  on  Christ  for  salvation,  and 
not  cleave  to  the  law  of  works.  —  eTreo-njpi^av,  confirmed,  shows 
the  happy  effect  of  their  labors. 

V.  33.  fji€T  €1/3771/179,  with  peace ;  the  parting  salutation  (16,  36  ; 
Mark  5,  34  ;  Luke  7,  50).  The  brethren  took  leave  of  them  with 
the  best  wishes  for  their  safety  and  welfare.  Judas  and  Silas 
both  returned  to  Jerusalem,  as  their  commission  would  require, 
but  Silas  must  have  soon  rejoined  Paul  at  Antioch,  since  we  find 
him  there  in  v.  40.  Luke  has  passed  over  that  second  journey. 

V.  34.  Griesbach,  Lachmann,  Tischendorf,  and  others,  strike 
out  this  verse.  Most  of  the  manuscripts  omit  it,  or  read  it  vari 
ously.  It  is  a  gloss  probably,  supposed  to  be  required  by  v.  40, 
If  the  text  be  genuine  and  Silas  remained  at  Antioch,  we  must 

32 
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understand  the  plural  in  v.  33  as  including  one  or  more  persons 
along  with  Judas,  who  had  also  come  down  from  Jerusalem, 
though  the  narrative  is  otherwise  silent  concerning  them. 

V.  35.  SieV/oi/Soi/.  This  was  the  interval  between  the  return  to 
Antioch  (v.  30),  and  the  departure  on  the  next  missionary  tour 
(v.  40).  Some  propose  to  insert  here  the  scene  described  in  Gal. 
2,  11  sq.;  but  that  such  a  reaction  in  favor  of  Judaism  as  appeared 
on  that  occasion  should  have  taken  place  so  soon  after  the  decis 
ion  at  Jerusalem,  is  altogether  improbable.  See  note  on  18,  23. 
—  Kat  adds  euayyeA.i^o'jaei/oi  to  the  other  participle  as  epexegetical : 
what  they  taught  was  the  glad  tidings  or  the  gospel;  not  in 
structed  believers  and  preached  to  those  who  had  not  believed 
(Alf.).  See  4,  18  ;  5,  42  ;  11,  26  ;  28,  31. 

VERSES  36-41.    Paul  and  Barnabas  resume  their  Work  in  different 
Fields  of  Labor. 

V.  36.  /X,€TO.  Se  rtvas  Ty/xe/oas,  Now  after  certain  days,  denotes  ap 
parently  a  short  period;  comp.  9,  19;  16,  12.  —  877  strengthens  the 
exhortation;  see  13,  2.  —  tTrto-Ke^co/xe^a  ....  TTOOS  cloven  may  in 
volve  an  attraction,  viz.  that  of  the  subject  of  the  last  clause 
drawn  into  the  first :  let  us  go  to  see  ....  how.  the  brethren  are  ( W. 
§  66.  5)  ;  or  an  ellipsis :  Let  us  visit  the  brethren,  and  see  (as  in  the 
E.  V.)  how  they  are.  —  iv  at?  is  plural  because  iraa-av  TTO'/W  is  col 
lective.  W.  $  21.  3;  K.  $  332.  5.  —  Tras  Covert,  how  they  are,  in 
the  mind  of  Paul,  would  have  respect  mainly  to  their  spiritual 
welfare. 

V.  37.  ejSovXewra-ro,  determined  (see  v.  5,  33 ;  27,  39).  The 
feelings  of  Barnabas  may  have  influenced  him  in  this  decision, 
more  than  his  judgment,  since  he  and  Mark  were  cousins  (av&j/ioC) ; 
see  Col.  4,  10.  e/SovXero,  wished,  is  an  ancient  reading,  but  on  the 
whole  less  approved,  in  part  because  it  softens  down  the  alterca 
tion,  and  may  have  been  added  for  that  reason. 

V.  38.  jj&av,  deemed  it  just,  fitting.  Paul  viewed  the  question 
on  its  ethical  side  and  not  as  a  personal  matter.  —  rov  aTroaravra 
O.TT  avrcov,  who  departed  from  them  (13,  13),  in  dereliction  of  his 
duty;  comp.  Luke  8,  13.  —  TOVTOV,  this  one  (emphatic  here),  who 
proved  so  fickle. —  It  is  pleasing  to  know  that  Mark  did  not  forfeit 
the  apostle's  esteem  so  as  to  be  unable  to  regain  it.  He  became 
subsequently  Paul's  companion  in  travel  (Col.  4,  10),  and  in  2 
Tim.  4,  11  elicits  from  him  the  commendation  that  he  was  "  pro 
fitable  to  him  for  the  ministry." 

V.  39.     eycVero  7rapo£uor/Ao?,  a  severe  contention  arose.     Barnabas 
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insisted  on  his  purpose,  Paul  on  his  view  of  the  merits  of  the 
case  ;  and  as  neither  would  yield,  they  parted.  Some  writers 
lay  all  the  blame  on  Barnabas  (Bmg.),  in  spite  of  the  impar 
tiality  of  the  text.  There  was  heat  evidently  on  both  sides.  —  oWt 
....  oAA.r}Awi/,  so  that  they  departed  from  one  another.  This  sepa 
ration  refers,  not  to  the  rupture  of  their  friendship,  but  to  their 
proceeding  in  different  directions,  instead  of  laboring  together  as 
heretofore.  The  infinitive  after  wore  is  said  to  represent  the  act 
as  a  necessary  or  logical  sequence  of  what  precedes ;  the  indica 
tive  as  an  absolute  or  unconditioned  fact.  See  Klotz  ad  Devar. 
II.  p.  772.  It  deserves  to  be  remarked,  that  tin's  variance  did  not 
estrange  these  brethren  from  their  work,  or  occasion  any  perma 
nent  diminution  of  their  regard  for  each  other.  In  1  Cor.  9,  6, 
which  was  written  after  this  occurrence,  Paul  alludes  to  Barna 
bas  as  a  Christian  teacher,  who  possessed  and  deserved  the 
fullest  confidence  of  the  churches.  The  passage  contains  fairly 
that  implication.  Even  the  error  of  Barnabas  in  yielding  to  the 
Jewish  party  (Gal.  2,  13)  leads  Paul  to  speak  of  him  as  one  of 
the  very  last  men  (KO!  Bapva/fos,  i.  e.  even  he)  whom  any  one 
would  suppose  capable  of  swerving  from  the  line  of  duty.  And 
who  can  doubt  that  Barnabas  reciprocated  these  sentiments 
towards  the  early,  long-tried  friend  with  whom  he  had  acted  in 
so  many  eventful  scenes,  and  whom  he  saw  still  animated  by  the 
same  affection  towards  himself,  and  the  same  devotion  to  the 
cause  of  their  common  Master  ?  Luke  does  not  mention  the 
name  of  Barnabas  again  in  the  Acts.  It  is  impossible  to  trace 
him  further  with  any  certainty.  One  tradition  is  that  he  went  to 
Milan,  and  died  as  first  bishop  of  the  church  there ;  another  is, 
that,  after  living  some  years  at  Rome  and  Athens,  he  suffered 
martyrdom  in  his  native  Cyprus.  The  letter  still  extant,  which 
was  known  as  that  of  Barnabas  even  in  the  second  century,  can 
not  be  defended  as  genuine.  See  Neander's  Church  History, 
Vol.  I.  p.  657.  That  such  a  letter,  however,  was  ascribed  to  him 
at  that  early  period,  shows  how  eminent  a  place  he  occupied 
among  the  Christians  of  his  own  and 'the  succeeding  age. 

V.  40.  €7nAe£a/x€vos,  having  cliosenfor  himself  (comp.  v.  22),  not 
thereupon,  viz.  this  disagreement.  —  TrapaSo^eis  ....  VTTO  rtov  dSeX^toi/, 
having  been  committed  unto  the  grace  of  God  by  the  brethren.  Per 
haps  we  may  infer  from  this  remark,  that  the  believers  at  Anti- 
och  took  Paul's  view  of  the  point  at  issue  between  him  and 
Barnabas.  —  e^X^e,  went  forth,  is  used  of  going  forth  as  a  mis 
sionary  in  Luke  9,  6,  and  in  3  John  v.  7.  —  The  departure  on  this 
second  tour  we  may  place  in  A.  D.  51 ;  for  if  Paul  went  to  Jeru- 
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salem  in  the  year  50  (see  on  15,  4),  the  remainder  of  that  year, 
added  (if  any  one  chooses)  to  the  early  part  of  the  ensuing  year, 
would  suffice  probably  for  the  sojourn  at  Antioch  indicated  by 
rims  ^/xepas  in  v.  36.  It  is  impossible  to  be  more  definite  than 
this. 

V.  41.  Syria  and  Cilicia  lay  between  Antioch  and  the  eastern 
limit  of  the  apostle's  first  journey.  We  have  had  no  account  of 
the  planting  of  any  churches  there,  but  they  date  undoubtedly 
from  the  period  of  Paul's  residence  in  that  region,  mentioned  in 
Gal.  1,  21.  See  9,  30  and  note  there.  —  e7u<m7pi£a>v  ras  e/cKA^ata?, 
confirming  the  churches,  not  candidates  for  admission  to  them; 
see  14,  22.  One  of  these  churches  may  have  been  at  Tarsus, 
which  Paul  would  naturally  revisit  at  this  time. 


CHAPTEE    XVI. 

VERSES  1-5.     Paul  and  Silas  revisit  the  Churches  and  deliver  the 

Decrees. 


V.  1.  Aep/ityv  KOL  Avorpav.  Derbe  and  Lystra  are  mentioned  in 
this  order  (the  reverse  of  that  in  14,  6),  because  the  missionaries 
travel  now  from  east  to  west.  —  Luke's  exclamation  KCU  I8ov,  and 
behold,  shows  how  much  this  meeting  with  Timothy  interested' 
his  feelings.  —  e/cei,  there,  viz.  at  Lystra.  Some  refer  the  adverb 
to  Derbe  ;  but  that  view,  so  far  from  being  required  by  Aep/?aios 
in  20,  4,  is  forbidden  by  the  text  there.  Lystra  stands  nearest 
to  eKet,  and  is  named  again  in  the  next  verse,  where  Luke 
surely  would  not  pass  over  the  testimony  of  those  who  had  been 
acquainted  with  Timothy  from  early  life.  Wieseler  combines 
the  two  opinions  by  supposing  that  Timothy  .may  have  been  a 
native  of  Lystra,  but  was  now  living  at  Derbe.  —  For  the  family 
and  the  early  education  of  Timothy,  see  2  Tim.  1,  5;  3,  15.  Paul 
terms  him  TCKVOV  pov,  my  child,  in  1  Cor.  4,  17,  probably  because  he 
had  been  the  instrument  of  his  conversion;  comp.  1  Cor.  4,  15 
Gal.  4,  19.  See  the  note  on  14,  20.  —  TWO'S  is  to  be  erased  after 
ywaiKos.  —  TTIO-T^S,  believing  ;  see  on  10,  45.  The  mother's  name 
was  Eunice.  It  was  an  instance  of  the  mixed  marriages  of  which 
Paul  writes  in  1  Cor.  1,  17  sq.  —  "EXX^vos,  a  Greek,  and  still  a  hea 
then,  or  at  all  events  not  a  proselyte  in  full,  as  otherwise  the  son 
would  have  been  circumcised. 
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V.  2.  cpaprvpeiTo,  was  attested,  well  reported  of.  See  6,  3 ;  10, 
22.  Supposing  Timothy  to  have  been  converted  during  Paul's 
first  visit  to  Lystra  (see  on  14,  20),  he  had  now  been  a  disciple 
three  or  four  years.  During  this  time  he  had  exerted  himself, 
no  doubt,  for  the  cause  of  Christ  both  in  Lystra  and  Iconium,  and 
had  thus  given  proof  of  the  piety  and  talents  which  rendered 
him  so  useful  as  a  herald  of  the  cross. 

V.  3.  crvv  avr<3  e&X^eu/,  to  go  forth  ivith  him  as  a  preacher  of 
the  word  ;  see  2  Tim.  4,  5.  —  Xa/3u)v  ....  avrov,  having  taken,  he 
circumcised  him,  either  by  his  own  hand  (Mey.  De  Wet.),  or 
procuring  it  to  be  done  (Neand.).  The  Jews  had  no  particular 
class  of  persons  who  performed  this  act.  The  Jewish  custom,  it 
is  said,  required  merely  that  the  administrator  should  not  be  a 
heathen.  See  Win.  E-ealw.  I.  p.  157.  —  Sto,  TOUS  'lovScuovs,  K.  r.  X., 
OTi  account  of  the  Jews,  etc.  It  would  have  repelled  the  Jews 
from  his  ministry  to  have  seen  him  associated  with*  a  man  whom 
they  knew  to  be  uncircumcised.  Paul  took  tins  course,  there 
fore,  in  order  to  remove  that  obstacle  to  his  usefulness.  The 
history  presents  Paul  here  as  acting  on  the  principle  stated  in  1 
Cor.  9,  20  :  eyevo/i/j/v  rot?  'lovScuots  <os  'lovSatos  Iva  'lovSaiovs  Kep8^<ra), 
K.  T.  X.  It  was  under  circumstances  totally  different  that  he  re 
fused  to  circumcise  Titus,  as  related  in  Gal.  2,  3  sq.  He  was 
then  in  the  midst  of  those  who  would  have  regarded  the  act  as 
ratifying  their  doctrine  that  circumcision  was  necessary  to  salva 
tion;  see  on  15,  1.  In  the  present  instance  he  knew  (that  ad 
mission  is  due  to  his  character  for  intelligence  as  well  as  consis 
tency)  that  his  conduct  would  not  be  misunderstood  or  perverted; 
that  the  believers  would  view  it  as  an  accommodation  merely  to 
the  prejudices  of  the  Jews,  and  that  the  Jews  themselves  were 
in  no  danger  of  supposing  him  to  countenance  the  idea  that  their 
keeping  the  law  would  entitle  them  to  the  favor  of  God.  —  Other 
passages  extend  our  knowledge  of  this  transaction.  Timothy 
was  not  only  circumcised,  but  set  apart  to  the  ministry  "  with  the 
laying  on  of  the  hands  of  the  presbytery "  and  of  the  apostle, 
was  endued  with  special  gifts  for  the  office  (1  Tim.  4,  14 ;  2  Tim. 
1,  6),  and  received  at  the  time  prophetic  assurances  of  the  success 
which  awaited  him  in  his  new  career  (1  Tim.  1,  18).  —  ffiturav 
yap,  K.  T.  \.,for  all  knew  his  father  that,  etc.  The  structure  of  the 
sentence  is  like  that  in  3,  10. 

V.  4.  d)s  SicTropevovro  ras  TroXcig,  As  they  journeyed  through  the 
cities  on  the  route  pursued  by  them.  They  would  visit  naturally 
all  the  churches  in  Syria  and  Cilicia  (15,  41),  and  most  of  those 
on  the  main  land,  gathered  during  the  apostle's  former  tour.  As 
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Antioch  and  Perga  were  so  remote  from  their  general  course,  it 
is  possible  that  they  transmitted  copies  of  the  decrees  to  those 
places.  It  is  not  certain  that  the  word  had  taken  root  in  Perga  ; 
see  on  14,  25.  —  TrapeSiSow  ....  Soy^uara,  delivered  (orally  or  in 
writing)  to  them  thu  decrees  to  keep.  The  infinitive  may  be  telic  : 
that  they  should  keep  them  ;  or  may  involve  a  relative  clause  : 
which  they  should  keep.  Compare  a  Trape'Xa/foi/  Kparelv  in  Mark  7,  4. 
See  W.  §  44.  1.  avrots  refers  to  the  believers  in  these  cities;  not 
to  the  heathen  converts  merely  (Mey.),  since  the  decrees  affected 
also  the  Jews. 

V.  5.  ovv,  therefore,  i.  e.  as  the  result  of  this  visit,  and  of  the 
adjustment  of  the  controversy  which  had  divided  and  enfeebled 
the  churches.  —  ru>  d/at^/xw,  in  the  number  of  their  members. 


VERSES  6—10.     They  prosecute  their  Journey  to  Troas. 

V.  6.  3>puyiW.  See  on  2,  10.  To  reach  Phrygia  from  Iconium 
or  Antioch,  they  would  direct  their  way  to  the  northeast.  —  PoX- 
ariKrjv  x<*>pa.v.  Galatia  was  bounded  on  the  north  by  Paphlagonia 
and  Bithynia,  on  the  east  by  Pontus  and  Cappadocia  (separated 
from  them  by  the  river  Halys),  on  the  south  by  Cappadocia  and 
Phrygia,  and  on  the  west  by  Phrygia  and  Bithynia.  Among  the 
principal  cities  were  Ancyra,  made  the  metropolis  by  Augustus, 
and  Pessinus.  Kiepert  draws  the  line  of  Paul's  course,  on  his 
map,  so  as  to  include  these  places,  on  the  natural  supposition  that 
he  would  aim  to  secure  first  the  prominent  towns.  See  on  18,  1. 
It  is  evident  from  the  Epistle  to  the  Galatians  (see,  e.  g.,  ^  19), 
that  it  was  the  apostle  Paul  who  first  preached  the  gospel  in  this 
country  ;  and  since  he  found  disciples  here  on  his  third  mission 
ary  tour  (see  18,  23),  it  must  have  been  at  this  time  that  he  laid 
the  foundation  of  the  Galatian  churches  (Gal.  1,2).  Such  is  the 
opinion  of  the  leading  critics.  See  note  on  14,  6.  —  KjoXt^eVres, 
K.  T.  X.,  being  restrained  by  the  Holy  Spirit,  etc.  The  act  of  this 
participle,  it  will  be  observed,  was  subsequent  to  that  of  SieX&Wc? 
and  prior  to  that  of  eX^oWes  (v.  7).  The  course  of  the  move 
ment  may  be  sketched  thus.  The  travellers,  having  passed 
through  the  eastern  section  of  Phrygia  into  Galatia,  proposed 
next  to  preach  the  word  in  proconsular  Asia  (see  on  2,  9).  With 
that  view  they  turned  their  steps  to  the  southwest,  and,  crossing 
the  north  part  of  Phrygia,  came  down  to  the  frontier  of  Mysia, 
the  first  province  in  Asia  which  they  would  reach  in  that  direc 
tion.  Being  informed  here  that  they  were  not  to  execute  this 
design,  they  turned  again  towards  the  north  and  attempted  to  go 
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into  Bithynia,  which  was  adjacent  to  Mysia.  Restrained  from 
that  purpose,  they  passed  by  Mysia,  i.  e.  did  not  remain  there  to 
preach,  and  proceeded  to  Troas.  —  This  portion  of  the  apostle's 
travels,  though  they  embrace  so  wide  a  circuit,  admits  of  very 
little  geographical  illustration.  Phrygia  and  Galatia  are  parts  of 
Asia  Minor,  of  which  the  ancient  writers  have  left  but  few 
notices  and  which  remain  comparatively  unknown  to  the  pres 
ent  day.  We  must  infer  from  18,  23,  that  Paul  gained  disci 
ples  in  Phrygia  at  this  time,  but  in  what  places  is  uncertain 
Colosse  was  a  Phrygian  city,  and  may  have  received  the  gospel 
on  this  journey,  unless  it  be  forbidden  by  Col.  2,  1.  The  opinion 
of  the  best  critics  is,  that  the  apostle  includes  the  Colossians  in 
that  passage  among  those  who  had  not  "  seen  his  face  in  the 
flesh."  —  TO  Trvevpa.  'Iiyo-ov,  the  Spirit  of  Jesus,  i.  e.  which  he  sends. 
There  is  no  parallel  passage,  unless  it  be  Rom.  8,  9.  'I^o-ou  has 
been  lost  from  some  copies,  but  belongs  to  the  text.  The  Spirit, 
says  Reuss,  appears  here  in  a  sphere  of  activity,  made  more  prom 
inent  in  the  Acts  than  in  all  the  other  writings  of  the  New 
Testament.  "  Thus,  it  is  the  Spirit  who  conducts  Philip  in  the 
road  to  Gaza  (8,  29),  who  instructs  Peter  to  receive  the  messen 
gers  of  Cornelius  (10,  19;  11,  12),  who  causes  Barnabas  and  Paul 
to  be  sent  to  the  heathen  (13,  2.  4),  who  directs  the  missionaries 
in  the  choice  of  their  route  (16,  6.  7),  who  urges  Paul  to  Jerusalem 
(20,  22),  who  chooses  the  pastors  of  the  churches  (20,  28), etc."1 
V.  8.  TrapeX^ovres  TYJV  Mv<nav,  having  passed  by  Mysia,  having 
left  it  aside  without  remaining  to  preach  there ;  comp.  TrapaTrAev- 
o-atin  20,  16,  and  irapcXSelv  in  Mark  6,  48.  Wieseler  (Chronolo 
gic,  p.,  36),  Alford,  Howson  apparently,  and  others  prefer  this 
meaning  here.  Some  render  having  passed  along  Mysia,  i.  e.  the 
border  of  Mysia  Minor,  which  belonged  to  Bithynia,  whereas 
Mysia  Major  belonged  to  proconsular  Asia  (De  Wet.)  The 
boundary  was  a  political  one,  and  no  distinct  frontier  existed, 
which  the  travellers  could  have  had  any  motive  for  tracing  so 
exactly.  —  Kare^o-av,  came  down  from  the  inner  highlands  to  the 
coast.  —  cis  TpwaSa,  unto  Troas,  the  name  of  a  district  or  a  city ; 
here  the  latter,  called  fully  Alexandria  Troas,  on  the  Hellespont, 
about  four  miles  from  the  site  of  the  ancient  Troy.  It  was  the 
transit  harbor  between  the  north-west  of  Asia  Minor  and  Mace 
donia.  Paul  passed  and  repassed  here  on  two  other  occasions 
(20,  6;  2  Cor.  2,  12).  It  is  correct  that  Luke  represents  Troas 
here  as  distinct  from  Mysia.  Under  Nero,  Troas  and  the  vicinity 

1  Historic  dc  la  Theologie  Chretienne,  Tome  second,  p.  603  (Strasbourg  1852). 
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formed  a  separate  territory,  having  the  rights  of  Roman  freedom 
(De  Wet.  Bottg.). 

V.  9.  KCU  opafjLa,  K.  r.  A.  Whether  Paul  saw  this  vision  in  a 
dream,  or  in  a  state  of  ecstasy  (see  10,  10:  22,  17),  the  language 
does  not  decide.  Sia  r^s  I/VKTOS  suggests  one  of  the  conditions  of 
the  first  mode,  hut  would  not  he  inconsistent  with  the  other.  — 
avrjp  MaKeSojv,  a  man  revealed  to  him  as  a  Macedonian  ;  comp.  9, 
12.  —  Sm/Ja?,  having  crossed,  i.  e.  the  northern  part  of  the  yEgean. 
—  poyfyo-ov  fjfuv,  help  us,  because  the  one  here  represented 
many. 

V.  10.  e^r^o-ayaei/,  we  sought,  i.  e.  by  immediate  inquiry  for  a 
ship  (Alf.).  Paul  had  made  known  the  vision  to  his  associates. 
Here  for  the  first  time  the  historian  speaks  of  himself  as  one  of 
the  party,  and  in  all  probablity  because  he  joined  it  at  Troas. 
The  introduction  would  be  abrupt  for  the  style  of  a  modern 
work,  it  is  true  ;  but,  on  the  other  hand,  to  have  had  from  Luke 
any  formal  account  of  the  manner  in  which  he  became  connected 
with  the  apostle  would  have  been  equally  at  variance  with  the 
simplicity  and  reserve  which  distinguish  the  sacred  writers.  Nor 
does  it  account  at  all  more  naturally  for  this  sudden  use  of  the 
plural,  to  imagine  (it  is  a  figment  purely)  that  Luke  adopts 
here  the  narrative  of  another  writer  ;  for,  we  may  just  as  well 
suppose  him  to  speak  thus  abruptly  in  his  own  name,  as  to  allow 
him  to  introduce  another  person  as  doing  it,  without  apprising  us 
of  the  change.  See  marginal  note  on  p.  16. 

VERSES  11-15.     Paul  and  his  Associates  arrive  in  Europe,  and 
preach  at  Philippi. 


V.  11.  ev^vSpofujo-ajuev,  we  ran  by  a  straight  course.  In  the 
nautical  language  of  the  ancients,  as  in  that  of  the  moderns,  to  run 
meant  to  sail  before  the  wind,  see  27,  16.  Luke  observes  almost 
a  technical  precision  in  the  use  of  such  terms.  His  account 
of  the  voyage  to  Rome  shows  a  surprising  familiarity  with  sea- 
life.  —  et5  ^afjLo^poiKrjv,  unto  Samothrace,  which  they  reached  the 
first  day.  This  island,  the  present  Samothraki,  is  about  half  way 
between  Troas  and  Neapolis,  and  is  the  highest  land  in  this  part 
of  the  JEgean,  except  Mount  Athos.  The  ordinary  currents  here 
are  adverse  to  sailing  northward;  but  southerly  winds,  though 
they  are  brief,  blow  strongly  at  times  and  overcome  entirely  that 
disadvantage.  With  such  a  wind,  "the  vessel  in  which  Paul 
sailed  would  soon  cleave  her  way  through  the  strait  between 
Tenedos  and  the  main,  past  the  Dardanelles,  and  near  the  eastern 
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shore  of  Imbros.  On  rounding  the  northern  end  of  this  island, 
they  would  open  Samothrace,  which  had  hitherto  appeared  as  a 
higher  and  more  distant  summit  over  the  lower  mountains  of 
Imbros.  Leaving  this  island,  and  bearing  now  a  little  to  the 
west,  and  having  the  wind  still  (as  our  sailors  say)  two  or  'three 
points  abaft  the  beam,  they  steered  for  Samothrace,  and  under 
the  shelter  of  its  high  shore,  anchored  for  the  night."  See  the 
nautical  proofs  in  Howson.  —  efc  NeaTroAiv,  unto  Naples,  a  Thracian 
city  on  the  Strymonic  gulf,  the  modern  Cavallo.  It  was  north 
west  from  Samothrace,  but  even  with  a  southerly  wind  could  be 
reached  in  seven  or  eight  hours.  As  the  same  verb  describes 
the  remainder  of  the  journey,  it  might  seem  as  if  they  merely 
touched  here,  but  did  not  land,  proceeding  along  the  coast  to 
some  harbor  nearer  to  Pliilippi  than  this.  Some  writers  would 
place  the  port  of  that  city  further  west  than  the  present  Cavallo. 
It  is  generally  agreed,  however,  that  Neapolis  was  the  nearest 
town  on  the  sea,  and*  hence,  though  the  distance  was  not  less 
than  ten  miles,  was  identical  with  Philippi  as  to  purposes  of 
travel  and  trade.  Cavallo  is  the  nearest  port  at  present,  and  the 
shore  appears  to  have  undergone  no  change  either  from  recession 
or  advance.1 

V.  1 2.  Philippi  was  on  a  steep  acclivity  of  the  Thracian  Her- 
mus,  where  this  range  slopes  towards  the  sea,  on  a  small  stream 
called  Gangas,  or  Gangitas.  It  was  at  some  distance  east  of  the 
Strymon,  and  not  on  that  river,  as  some  have  said.  The  adjacent 
plain  is  memorable  in  Roman  history,  as  the  place  where  the 
battle  was  fought  between  the  Republicans  under  Brutus,  and 
the  followers  of  Antony  and  Augustus.  —  T/TIS  ....  KoAowa,  which 
is  the  chief  city  of  the  province  of  Macedonia,  being  a  colony.  TrpaVn; 
designates  it  as  one  of  the  first  places  there,  and  KoXwi/ta  explains 
the  ground  of  the  epithet.  Augustus  had  sent  a  colony  thither 
(see  Diet,  of  Antt.  s.  colonia),  which  had  conferred  upon  it  new 
importance.  Some  understand  Trpwn)  geographically :  first  as  they 
entered  Macedonia,  which  Winer  calls  the  simplest  explanation. 
That  Neapolis  lay  farther  east,  does  not  clash  with  this  view ;  for 
those  who  adopt  it  take  Macedonia  here  in  the  Greek  sense, 
which  assigns  Neapolis  to  Thrace.  It  is  a  stronger  objection, 
that  Luke  would  then  mean  Greet  Macedonia  here,  but  else 
where  the  Roman  province  so  named,  i.  e.  Northern  Greece  in 
distinction  from  Achaia,  or  Southern  Greece;  see  on  18,  5.  Fur- 

1  My  thanks  are  due  to  the  Rev.  Dr.  Hill  of  Athens  for  inquiries  in  relation  to 
*his  point. 
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ther,  e'ort  indicates  a  permanent  distinction ;  whereas  ty  would 
have  been  more  natural  to  mark  an  incident  of  the  journey  (was 
first  on  their  way).  The  proper  capital  of  Macedonia  (hence 
not  Trpurr)  in  that  sense)  was  Thessalonica.  If  the  earlier  divis 
ion  into  four  parts  still  continued,  Amphipolis  was  politically  first  in 
pars  prima.  "  It  may  be  added,"  says  Akerman,  "  in  confirmation 
of  the  words  of  Luke,  that  there  are  colonial  coins  of  Philippi 
from  the  reign  of  Augustus  to  that  of  Caracalla."  It  is  frequenly 
said,  that  this  was  the  first  place  on  the  continent  of  Europe 
where  the  gospel  was  preached ;  but  we  have  no  certain  knowl 
edge  of  the  origin  of  the  church  of  Home,  and,  very  possibly,  it 
may  have  been  founded  by  some  of  the  converts  on  the  day  of 
Pentecost.  The  church  at  Philippi  was  the  first  church  in  Europe 
which  the  apostle  Paul  established.  —  ^/xepas  rivets,  certain  days, 
denotes  apparently  the  few  days  which  they  spent  there  before 
the  arrival  of  the  Sabbath. 

V.  13.  Instead  of  the  received  e^co  -njs  TroAecos,  the  later  criticism 
would  read  l&o  rr}?  7rv\r)s,  out  of  the  gate.  This  part  of  the  narrative 
shows  often  the  presence  of  the  historian. — trapa  Trora/xov,  beside  a 
river,  viz.  the  Gangas.  The  name  was  unimportant,  but  could 
hardly  fail  to  be  known  to  Luke,  who  was  so  familiar  with  Philippi; 
see  on  v.  40.  This  river  could  not  be  the  Strymon  (Neand.  Mey.) 
which  was  several  miles  to  the  west ;  and  still  more  if  TT\>\^  be  the 
correct  word,  a  nearer  stream  must  be  the  one  intended.  In  sum 
mer  the  Gangas  is  almost  dry,  but  in  winter  or  after  rains  may  be 
full  and  swollen.  —  ou  ....  «W,  where  (according  to  an  ancient 
usage  in  that  city)  was  wont  to  be  a  place  of  prayer  (Kuin.  Neand. 
Mey.  De  Wet.).  The  Jews  preferred  to  assemble  near  the  water 
on  account  of  the  lustrations  which  accompanied  their  worship. 
Neander  illustrates  this  usage  from  what  Tertullian  says  of  them 
(De  Jejun.,  c.  16) :  "  per  omne  litus  quocunque  in  aperto  ....  preces 
ad  coelum  mittunt."  See  also  Jos.  Antt.  14.  10.  23.  The  Trpocreux^ 
here  appears  to  have  been,  not  an  edifice,  but  a  space  or  inclosure 
in  the  open  air  consecrated  to  this  use.  The  word  was  so  well 
known  as  the  designation  of  a  Jewish  chapel  or  oratory  that  it 
passed  into  the  Latin  language  in  that  sense.  The  rendering  where 
prayer  was  wont  to  be  made  (E.  V.)  does  not  agree  easily  with  ctrai. 
Instead  of  the  substantive  verb,  the  predicate  would  be  ytW^cu 
(12,  5),  or  TToteto-^ai  (1  Tim.  2,  1). —  In  eAaAov/xev  Luke  appears  as 
one  of  the  speakers.  —  rats  o-wcA^owrais  ywat£i,  the  women  who  came 
together  for  prayer.  The  absence  of  a  synagogue  shows  that  the 
Jews  here  were  not  numerous.  Those  who  met  for  prayer  were 
chiefly  women,  and  even  some  of  these  were  converts  to  Judaism. 
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V.  14.  Kat  TLS  ywr/,  K.  r.  A.  Lydia  was  a  very  common  name 
among  the  Greeks  and  the  Romans.  It  is  not  surprising,  there 
fore,  that  it  coincided  with  the  name  of  her  country.  Possibly 
she  may  have  borne  a  different  name  at  home,  but  was  known 
among  strangers  as  Lydia  or  the  Lydian  (Wetst).  She  is  said 
to  have  been  a  seller  of  purple,  sc.  cloths,  from  Thyatira.  That 
city  was  on  the  confines  of  Lydia  and  Mysia;  and  the  Lydians, 
as  ancient  writers  testify,  were  famous  for  precisely  such  fabrics. 
They  possessed  that  reputation  even  in  Homer's  time ;  see  II.  4. 
141.  An  inscription,  "the  dyers,"  has  been  found  among  the 
ruins  of  Thyatira.  —  ^/covev  (relative  imperf.)  was  hearing,  while 
he  discoursed  (14,  9;  15,  12);  not  when  the  act  (Siyvoige)  took 
place  (Alf.).  —  -ijs  ....  KapStav,  whose  heart  the  Lord  opened,  i.  e. 
in  conformity  with  other  passages  (Matt.  11,  25  sq. ;  Luke  24,  45; 
1  Cor.  3,  6.  7),  enlightened,  impressed  by  his  Spirit,  and  so  pre 
pared  to  receive  the  truth.  —  Tr/aocre^etv,  so  as  to  attend  (ecbatic)  ; 
or  less  obvious,  to  attend  (telic). 

V.  15.  u>s  Se  IGaTTTLa-Srj.  It  is  left  indefinite  whether  she  was 
baptized  at  once,  or  after  an  interval  of  some  days. — 6  oucos  avrfjs, 
her  house,  family.  "  Here,"  says  De  Wette,  "  as  well  as  in  v.  33  ; 
18,  8;  1  Cor.  1,  16,  some  would  find  a  proof  for  the  apostolic 
baptism  of  children ;  but  there  is  nothing  here  which  shows  that 
any  except  adults  were  baptized."  According  to  his  view  (in 
Stud,  und  Krit,  p.  669,  1830)  of  the  meaning  of  1  Cor.  7,  14,  it 
is  impossible  that  baptism  should  have  been  applied  to  children 
in  the  primitive  churches.  In  arguing  from  the  case  of  children 
to  that  of  married  persons,  one  of  whom  is  an  unbeliever,  in 
order  to  justify  the  continuance  of  the  relation,  "  the  apostle  must 
appeal  to  something  which  lay  out  of  the  disputed  case,  but 
which  had  a  certain  similarity  and  admitted  of  an  application  to 
it.  This  something  is  nothing  else  than  the  relation  which  the 
children  of  Christian  parents  in  general  sustain  to  the  Christian 
church,  and  the  expression  'your  children'  refers  to  all  the  Coi- 
inthian  Christians.  The  children  of  Christians  were  not  yet  re 
ceived  properly  into  a  Christian  community,  were  not  yet  baptized,, 
and  did  not  take  part  in  the  devotional  exercises  and  love-feasts 
of  the  church ;  accordingly,  they  might  have  been  regarded  as 
unclean  (d/ca^apra),  with  as  much  reason  as  the  unbelieving 
consorts  could  be  so  regarded.  -  In  this  passage,  therefore,  we 
have  a  proof  that  children  had  not  begun  to  be  baptized  in  the 
time  of  the  apostles."  The  01*09  aur^s,  as  Meyer  remarks,  con 
sisted  probably  of  women  who  assisted  Lydia  in  her  business. 
"When  Jewish  or  heathen  families,"  he  says  further,  "became 
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Christians,  the  children  in  them  could  have  been  baptized  only 
in  cases  in  which  they  were  so  far  developed  that  they  could 
profess  their  faith  in  Christ,  and  did  actually  profess  it ;  for  this 
was  the  universal  requisition  for  the  reception  of  baptism ;  see, 
also,  v.  31.  33  ;  18,  8.  On  the  contrary,  if  the  children  were  still 
unable  to  believe,  they  did  not  partake  of  the  rite,  since  they 
were  wanting  in  what  the  act  presupposed.  The  baptism  of 
children  is  not  to  be  considered  as  an  apostolic  institution,  but 
arose  gradually  in  the  post-apostolic  age,  after  early  and  long 
continued  resistance,  in  connection  with  certain  views  of  doctrine, 
and  did  not  become  general  in  the  church  till  after  the  time  of 
Augustine.  The  defence  of  infant  baptism  transcends  the  domait 
of  exegesis,  and  must  be  given  up  to  that  of  dogmatics."  Sine* 
a  confession  of  faith  preceded  baptism,  says  Olshausen,  "  it  is  im 
probable  in  the  highest  degree  that  by  'her  household'  (ol/cos 
avrJ}?)  children  of  an  immature  age  are  to  be  understood ;  those 
baptized  with  her  were  relatives,  servants,  grown  up  children. 
We  have  not,  in  fact,  a  single  sure  proof-text  for  the  baptism  of 
children  in  the  apostolic  age,  and  the  necessity  of  it  cannot  be 
derived  from  the  idea  of  baptism."  He  says  on  1  Cor.  1,  17,  that 
"  nothing  can  be  inferred  in  favor  of  infant  baptism  from  the  word 
'household'  (ot/cos),  because  the  adult  members  of  the  household 
(comp.  1  Cor.  16,  15),  or  the  servants  in  it,  may  alone  be  meant." 
Neander  maintains  the  same  view  of  this  class  of  passages. 
"  Since  baptism  marked  the  entrance  into  communion  with  Christ, 
it  resulted  from  the  nature  of  the  rite,  that  a  confession  of  faith 
in  Jesus  as  the  Redeemer  would  be  made  by  the  person  to  be 
baptized.  As  baptism  was  closely  united  with  a  conscious  en 
trance  on  Christian  communion,  faith  and  baptism  were  always 
connected  with  one  another  ;  and  thus  it  is  in  the  highest  degree 
probable  that  baptism  was  performed  only  in  instances  where 
both  could  meet  together,  and  that  the  practice  of  infant  baptism 
was  unknown  at  this  period.  We  cannot  infer  the  existence  of 
infant  baptism  from  the  instance  of  the  baptism  of  whole  fam 
ilies  ;  for  the  passage  in  1  Cor.  1 6,  1 5  shows  the  fallacy  of  such  a 
conclusion,  as  from  that  it  appears  that  the  whole  family  of  Ste- 
phanus,  who  were  baptized  by  Paul,  consisted  of  adults.  .  .  .  From 
whom  (if  it  belonged  to  the  first  Christian  age)  could  the  institu 
tion  of  infant  baptism  have  proceeded  ?  Certainly  it  did  not 
come  directly  from  Christ  himself.  Was  it  from  the  primitive 
church  in  Palestine,  from  an  injunction  given  by  the  earlier  apos 
tles  ?  But  among  the  Jewish  Christians  circumcision  was  held 
as  a  seal  of  the  covenant,  and  hence  they  had  so  much  less 
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occasion  to  make  use  of  another  dedication  for  their  children. 
Could  it  then  have  been  Paul  that  first  introduced  among  hea 
then  Christians  this  change  in  the  use  of  baptism  ?  But  this 
would  agree  least  of  all  with  the  peculiar  Christian  characteris 
tics  of  this  apostle.  He  who  says  of  himself  that  Christ  sent 
him,  not  to  baptize,  but  to  preach  the  gospel;  he  who  always 
kept  his  eye  fixed  on  one  thing,  justification  by  faith,  and 
so  carefully  avoided  everything  which  could  give  a  handle  or 
a  support  to  the  notion  of  justification  by  outward  things 
(<rapKiKd),  —  how  could  he  have  set  up  infant  baptism  against 
the  circumcision  that  continued  to  be  practised  by  the  Jewish 
Christians  ?  In  this  case,  the  dispute  carried  on  with  the  Juda- 
izing  party,  on  the  necessity  of  circumcision,  would  easily  have 
given  an  opportunity  of  introducing  this  substitute  into  the  contro 
versy,  if  it  had  really  existed.  The  evidence  arising  from  silence 
on  this  topic  has,  therefore,  the  greater  weight."  ]  It  may  be 
proper  to  regard  the  decisions  of  such  men  as  representing  the 
testimony  of  the  present  biblical  scholarship  on  this  controverted 
subject.  It  is  the  more  proper  to  accord  to  them  this  character, 
because  they  proceed  from  men  whose  ecclesiastical  position 
would  naturally  dispose  them  to  adopt  a  different  view;  who 
contend  that  infant  baptism,  having  been  introduced,  is  allow 
able,  notwithstanding  their  acknowledgment  that  it  has  no  scrip 
tural  warrant.  —  €t  KeKpiKare,  if  ye  have  judged,  i.  e.  by  admitting 
her  to  baptism,  and  thus  declaring  their  confidence  in  her.  ei  is 
preferred  to  €7m'  out  of  modesty.  —  -mo-r^v  ru>  KV/HW,  trusting  to  the 
Lord,  i.  e.  having  faith  in  Mm,  a  believer;  comp.  10,  45;  16,  1.  — 
Trape/^ouraTo  ^//.as,  constrained  its;  not  that  they  needed  so  much 
entreaty,  but  that  she  could  not  employ  less  in  justice  to  her 
grateful  feelings.  Some  think  that  they  were  reluctant  to  accept 
the  proffered  hospitality,  lest  they  should  seem  to  be  actuated  by 
mercenary  motives.  The  apostle  was  by  no  means  indifferent 
to  that  imputation  (20,  34  ;  2  Cor.  12,  17.  19)  ;  but  it  is  incorrect 
to  say  that  he  never  show.ed  himself  unmindful  of  it.  He  was 
the  guest  of  Gaius  at  Corinth  (Rom.  16,  23),  and  was  aided  re 
peatedly  by  Christian  friends,  when  his  circumstances  made  it 
necessary  (24,  23  ;  28,  10  ;  Phil.  4,  15  sq.). 

VERSES   16-18.     Healing  of  a  Demoniac  Woman. 

V.  16.     iyivf.ro  Se,  Now  it  came  to  pass  on  a  subsequent  day 
(Neand.  De  Wet.).  —  ets  Trpoo-cv^r/v,  unto  the  place  of  prayer,  which 


1  Abridged  from  Kyland's  translation.     Pflanzung,  u.  s.  w.,  Band  I.  p.  278. 
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may  omit  the  article  as  definite,  because  it  was  the  only  such 
place  there.  But  some  editors  (Grsb.  Lchm.)  insert  rfy.  —  Trauk- 
O-KT/V  ....  m'^wvos,  a  female  slave  (Gal.  4,  22)  having  the  spirit  of 
a  pythoness,  i.  e.  of  a  diviner  who  was  supposed  to  have  received 
her  gift  of  prophecy  from  Apollo.  Luke  describes  the  woman 
according  to  her  reputed  character ;  he  does  not  express  here  his 
own  opinion  of  the  case.  H-is  view  agreed  no  doubt  with  that 
of  Paul,  and  what  that  was  we  learn  from  the  sequel.  To  sup 
pose  him  to  acknowledge  Apollo  as  a  real  existence  would  con 
tradict  1  Cor.  8,  4.  — Trapeze,  procured.  Winer  ($  38.  5)  says,  that 
the  active  is  more  appropriate  here  than  the  middle  (comp.  19, 
24 ;  Col.  4,  1 ;  Tit.  2,  7),  because  the  gain  was  involuntary  on  her 
part.  —  rots  Kvptots  avrrjs,  unto  her  masters.  A  slave  among  the 
ancients  who  possessed  a  lucrative  talent  was  often  the  joint 
property  of  two  or  more  owners.  —  /xavrevo^ei/^,  by  divining,  was 
the  heathen  term  to  denote  the  act.  Luke  would  have  said  more 
naturally  Trpo^rjrevovcra,  had  he  been  affirming  his  own  belief  in 
the  reality  of  the  pretension. — The  woman  was  in  fact  a  demoniac 
(see  v.  18)  ;  and  as  those  subject  to  the  power  of  evil  spirits  were 
often  bereft  of  their  reason,  her  divinations  were  probably  the 
ravings  of  insanity.  The  superstitious  have  always  been  prone 
to  attach  a  mysterious  meaning  to  the  utterances  of  the  insane. 
We  may  take  it  for  granted  that  the  craft  of  the  managers  in 
this  case  was  exerted  to  assist  the  delusion. 

V.  17.  ovrot,  K.  T.  A.,  These  men  are  servants,  etc.  Some  have 
supposed  that  she  merely  repeated  what  she  had  heard  them  de 
clare  of  themselves,  or  what  she  had  heard  reported  of  them  by 
others.  But  the  similarity  of  the  entire  account  to  that  of  the 
demoniacs  mentioned  in  the  Gospels  requires  us  to  refer  this 
case  to  the  same  class  of  phenomena ;  see  Matt.  8,  29 ;  Mark  3, 
11;  Luke  4,  41;  8,  28,  etc.  According  to  those  passages,  we 
must  recognize  the  acknowledgment  here  as  a  supernatural 
testimony  to  the  mission  of  Paul  and  his  associates,  and  to  the 
truth  of  the  gospel  which  they  preached. 

V.  18.  Suuror^ctc  Hesychius  defines  by  Amn^cf?,  being  grieved. 
With  that  sense  it  would  refer  to  Paul's  commiseration  of  the 
woman's  unhappy  condition.  Taken  as  in  4,  2,  being  indignant, 
it  would  show  how  he  felt  to  witness  such  an  exhibition  of  the 
malice  of  a  wicked  spirit;  comp.  Luke  13,  16.  The  latter  mean 
ing  directs  the  act  of  the  participle  to  the  same  object  as  that  of 
e'7rtcrTp€i/>a<j  and  eiTre.  It  is  better  to  preserve  a  unity  in  that  re 
spect.  — TW  TTvev/xart,  to  the  spirit,  who  is  addressed  here  as  distinct 
from  the  woman  herself.  The  apostle  deals  with  the  case  as  it 
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actually  was,  and  his  knowledge  as  an  inspired  teacher  would 
enable  him  to^iidge  correctly  of  its  character.  ' 

VERSES   19-24.     Imprisonment  of  Paul  and  Silas. 


V  1  9.  on  e£)A£ev,  K.  r.  A.,  that  the  hope  of  their  gain  went  forth, 
i.  e.  with  the  exorcism  (De  Wet).  —  eTriAa/^o/xevoi,  K.  r.  A.,  having 
laid  hohl  upon  Paul  and  Silas.  Luke  and  Timothy  may  have 
been  out  of  reach  just  at  that  moment  (comp.  17,  5),  or  may  have 
been  spared  because  they  were  Greeks.  —  ets  TTJV  ayopdv.  In  an 
cient  cities  the  seats  of  the  magistrates  were  erected  commonly  in 
Jhe  markets,  or  near  to  them.  —  Irrl  rows  apxovras,  before  the  rulers, 
called  in  the  next  verse  o-Tpanyyois.  The  chief  magistrates  in  a 
Roman  colony  were  the  duumviri,  or  quatuorviri,  as  the  number 
was  not  always  the  same.  They  frequently  took,  however,  the 
name  of  prcetors,  as  one  of  greater  honor,  and  that  in  Greek  was 
<rrpa-njyoL  It  appears,  therefore,  that  the  magistrates  at  Philippi 
affected  this  latter  title.  It  is  worthy  of  notice  that  this  is  the 
only  occasion  in  the  Acts  on  which  Luke  applies  the  term  to  the 
rulers  of  a  city.  Here  in  a  Roman  colony  the  government  would 
be  modelled  naturally  after  the  Roman  form  ;  and  the  manner 
in  which  the  narrative  reveals  that  circumstance  marks  its  au 
thenticity. 

V.  20.  'louSatoi  vTrdpxovTes,  being  Jews.  They  say  this  at  the 
outset,  in  order  to  give  more  effect  to  the  subsequent  accusation. 
No  people  were  regarded  by  the  Romans  with  such  contempt 
ond  hatred  as  the  Jews.  It  is  not  probable  that  the  Philippians 
at  this  time  recognized  any  distinction  between  Judaism  and 
Christianity;  they  arraigned  Paul  and  Silas  as  Jews,  or  as  the 
leaders  of  some  particular  Jewish  sect. 

V.  21.  £$17,  customs,  religious  practices.  —  OVK  l^eo-rtv,  K.  r.  A. 
The  Roman  laws  suffered  foreigners  to  worship  in  their  own  way, 
but  did  not  allow  Roman  citizens  to  forsake  their  religion  for 
that  of  other  nations.  This  was  the  general  policy.  But  beyond 
that,  Judaism  had  been  specially  interdicted.  "  It  was  a  religio 
licita  for  the  Jews,"  says  Neander  ;  "  but  they  were  by  no  means 
allowed  to  propagate  their  religion  among  the  Roman  pagans  ; 
the  laws  expressly  forbade  the  latter,  under  severe  penalties,  to 
receive  circumcision.  It  was  the  case,  indeed  at  this  time,  that 
the  number  of  proselytes  from  the  pagans  was  greatly  multiplied. 
This  the  public  authorities  sometimes  allowed  to  pass  unnoticed  ; 
but  occasionally  severe  laws  were  passed  anew  to  repress  the 
evil."  Ch.  Hist.  Vol.  I.  p.  89.  Still  the  charge  in  this  instance, 
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though  formally  false,  since  they  were  not  making  proselytes  to 
Judaism,  was  true  substantially.  It  was  impossil^e  that  the  gos 
pel  should  be  preached  without  coming  into  collision  with  the 
Roman  laws.  The  gospel  was  designed  to  subvert  one  system 
of  false  religion  as  well  as  another.  It  proposed  to  save  the 
souls  of  men  without  respect  to  the  particular  government  or 
political  institutions  under  which  they  lived.  The  apostles,  in 
the  promulgation  of  their  message,  acted  under  a  higher  authority 
than  that  of  the  Caesars;  and  the  opposition  between  Christianity 
and  heathenism  soon  became  apparent,  and  led  to  the  persecu 
tions  which  the  Roman  power  inflicted  on  the  church  in  the  first 
centuries. 

V.  22.  /ecu  frweTre'oTr?,  K.  T.  A..,  and  the  multitude  rose  up  together 
against  them.  The  prisoners  were  now  in  the  hands  of  the  offi 
cers  ;  hence  we  are  not  to  think  here  of  any  actual  onset  upon 
them,  but  of  a  tumultuous  outburst  of  rage,  a  cry  on  all  sides  for 
the  punishment  of  the  offenders.  The  magistrates  hasten  to 
obey  the  voice  of  the  mob.  —  Trepippr^avres  aurwv  ra  ifjidna,  having 
torn  off  their  garments,  not  their  own,  but  those  of  Paul  and  Silas. 
The  rulers  are  said  to  do  what  they  ordered  to  be  done ;  comp. 
TrepieVe/Aev  in  v.  3.  It  was  customary  to  inflict  the  blows  on  the 
naked  body.  Livy  (2,  5)  :  "  Missique  lictores  ad  sumendum  sup- 
plicium,  nudatos  virgis  csedunt."  —  e/ce'Aeuov  papSfeiv,  ordered  to  beat 
with  rods.  The  verb  declares  the  mode  as  well  as  the  act.  Ob 
serve  the  official  brevity  of  the  expression.  The  imperfect  de 
scribes  the  beating  in  its  relation  to  crwcTreVn?,  or  as  taking  place 
under  the  eye  of  the  narrator.  For  the  latter  usage,  see  W  $. 
40. 3.  d. ;  Mt.  $  505.  II.  1.  In  2  Cor.  11,  25,  Paul  says  that  he 
was  "  thrice  beaten  with  rods."  This  was  one  of  the  instances  ; 
the  other  two  the  history  has  not  recorded.  Such  omissions  prove 
that  Luke's  narrative  and  the  Epistles  of  Paul  have  not  been 
drawn  from  each  other  ;  that  they  are  independent  produc 
tions. 

V.  23.  TroAAas  TrX^yas  shows  that  no  ordinary  rigor  would  sat 
isfy  their  exasperated  feelings  ;  see  also  v.  33.  The  Jewish  law 
restricted  the  blows  to  "  forty  save  one."  The  severity  of  the 
punishment  among  the  Romans  depended  on  the  equity  or  caprice 
of  the  judge.  In  regard  to  the  silence  of  Paul  and  Silas  under 
this  outrage,  see  on  v.  37. 

V.  24.  os  ....  eiA?7<£cy9,  ivho  having  received  such  a  command. 
We  need  not  impute  to  the  jailer  any  gratuitous  inhumanity  ;  he 
obeyed  his  instructions.  —  efc  T^V  eoW/aav  ^vXaK^v,  into  the  inner 
prison,  the  remotest  part,  whence  escape  would  be  most  difficult. 
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Some  confound  this  prison  with  the  dungeon,  which  was  under 
ground,  and  would  be  differently  described.  Walch's  Dissertatio 
fie  vinculis  Apostoli  Paulli  treats  of  this  passage.  —  KCU  TOVS  TroSas, 
K.  r.  A.,  and  secured  their  feet  into  the  block  (  =  nervus).  This  was 
an  instrument  for  torture  as  well  as  confinement.  It  was 
a  heavy  piece  of  wood  with  holes  into  which  the  feet  were  put, 
so  far  apart  as  to  distend  the  limbs  in  the  most  painful  manner. 
Yet  in  this  situation,  with  their  ^bodies  still  bleeding  from  the 
effect  of  their  recent  chastisement,  and  looking  forward  to  the 
morrow  only  in  the  expectation  that  it  would  renew  their  pains, 
they  could  still  rejoice  ;  their  prison  at  midnight  resounds  with  the 
voice  of  prayer  and  praise.  Neander  cites  here  Tertullian's  fine 
remark  :  "  Nihil  eras  sentit  in  nervo,  quum  animus  in  ccelo  est." 

VERSES  25-29.     An  'Earthquake  shakes  the  Prison. 

V.  25.  Trpoorev^o/tevot .  .  .  $eoV,  praying,  they  praised  God.  Their 
prayers  and  praises  were  not  distinct  acts  (hence  the  form  of  the 
expression),  but  their  worship  consisted  chiefly  of  thanksgiving, 
the  language  of  which  they  would  derive  more  or  less  from  the 
Psalms.  The  Hebrews  were  so  familiar  with  the  old  Testament, 
especially  its  devotional  parts,  that  they  clothed  their  religious 
thoughts  spontaneously  in  terms  borrowed  from  that  source.  See, 
e.  g.,  the  songs  of  Mary  and  Elizabeth  (Luke  1,  39  sq.),  and  of 
Zacharias  (Luke  1,  67  sq.),  and  Simeon  (Luke  2,  28  sq.).  —  €7n;- 
Kpouvro,  listened  to  them  while  they  sung.  The  imperfect  describes 
the  act ;  the  aorist  would  have  related  it  merely. 

V.  26.  3vpa.i  TTOLO-CLL.  Some  ascribe  this  opening  of  the  doors  to 
the  shock  of  the  earthquake ;  others,  more  reasonably,  to  the 
power  which  caused  the  earthquake.  —  KCU  TTCUTIOV,  K.  r.  X.,  and  the 
chains  of  all,  i.  e.  the  prisoners  (see  v.  28),  were  loosened.  aviSy  is 
first  aorist  passive  from  ovi^i.  B.  $108;  S.  $  81.  I.  That  the 
other  prisoners  were  released  in  this  manner  was,  no  doubt,  mir 
aculous  ;  it  was  adapted  to  augment  the  impression  of  the  occur 
rence,  and  to  attest  more  signally  the  truth  of  the  gospel.  That 
they  made  no  effort  to  escape  may  have  been  owing  to  the  terror 
of  the  scene,  or  to  a  restraining  influence  which  the  author  of  the 
interposition  exerted  upon  them. 

V.  27.  l/xcAAev,  K.  T.  A.,  was  about  to  kitt  himself.  The  jailer 
adopted  this  resolution  because  he  knew  that  his  life  was  for 
feited  if  the  prisoners  had  escaped;  comp.  12,  19;  27,  42.  —  vo/u,- 
itpv  ....  Seoyzt'ovs,  supposing  the  prisoners  to  have  Jled,  and  to  be 
gone ;  infin.  perfect,  because  the  act  though  past  was  connected 
with  the  present.  W.  $  44.  7. 
34 
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V.  28.  fawjj  fjuyahfr  ivitk  a  voice  loud;  see  note  on  14,  10. — 
...  KO.KOV,  do  thyself  no  injury.  For  the  mode  and  tense, 
see  on  7,  60.  How,  it  has  been  asked,  could  Paul  have  known 
the  jailer's  intention  ?  The  narrative  leaves  us  in  doubt  on  that 
point,  but  suggests  various  possibilities.  It  is  not  certain  that 
the  prison  was  entirely  dark  (see  on  v.  29),  and  the  jailer  may 
have  stood  at  that  moment  where  Paul  could  distinguish  his 
form;  or,  as  Doddridge  suggests,  he  may  have  heard  some  ex 
clamation  from  him,  which  disclosed  his  purpose.  The  fact  was 
revealed  to  the  apostle,  if  he  could  not  ascertain  it  by  natural 
means.  —  aTravres  ....  ei/$aSe,  we  are  all  here.  We  do  not  know 
the  structure  of  the  prison.  The  part  of  it  where  the  apostle 
was,  and  the  position  in  which  he  sat,  may  have  enabled  him  to 
see  that  no  one  of  the  prisoners  had  passed  through  the  open 
doors  ;  or  he  may  have  been  divinely  instructed  to  give  tin's  as 
surance. 

V.  29.  cu-njo-as  <£arra,  having  called  for  lights,  which  could  be 
carried  in  the  hand.  The  noun  is  neuter  and  in  the  plural,  not 
singular  (E.  V.).'  The  ordinary  night-lamps,  if  such  had  been 
kept  burning,  were  fastened  perhaps,  or  furnished  only  a  faint 
glimmer.  </>a>ra  may  be  a  generic  plural,  but  refers  more  probably 
to  the  jailer's  summoning  those  in  his  service  to  procure  lights, 
to  enable  him  to  ascertain  the  condition  of  the  prison.  The  se 
quel  shows  that  the  whole  family  were  aroused.  —  Trpoo-eVeo-e,  fell 
down,  cast  himself  at  their  feet  in  token  of  reverence  ;  see  Mark 
3,11;  Luke  8,  28.  He  knew  that  the  miracle  was  on  their 
account. 

VERSES  30-34.      Conversion  of  the  Jailer  and  his  Family. 

V.  30.  Trpoayo/yobv  avrovs  e^w,  having  led  them  forth  out,  i.  e.  of 
the  inner  prison  into  another  room,  not  into  his  own  house ;  see 
v.  34.  —  TI  /AC  .  .  .  .  tva  o-w&o;  What  must  I  do  in  order  that  I  may 
be  saved.  Their  answer  in  the  next  verse  shows  with  what 
meaning  the  jailer  proposed  this  question.  It  cannot  refer  to  any 
fear  of  punishment  from  the  magistrates  ;  for  he  had  now  ascer 
tained  that  the  prisoners  were  all  safe,  and  that  he  was  in  no 
danger,  from  that  source.  Besides,  had  he  felt  exposed  to  any 
such  danger,  he  must  have  known  that  Paul  and  Silas  had  no 
power  to  protect  him ;  it  would  have  been  useless  to  come  to 
them  for  assistance.  The  question  in  the  other  sense  appears 
abrupt,  it  is  true ;  but  we  are  to  remember  that  Luke  has  re 
corded  only  parts  of  the  transaction.  The  unwritten  history 
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would  perhaps  justify  some  such  view  of  the  circumstances  as  this. 
The  jailer  is  suddenly  aroused  from  sleep  by  the  noise  of  the  earth 
quake  ;  he  sees  the  doors  of  the  prison  open  ;  the  thought  instantly 
seizes  him, — the  prisoners  have  fled.  He  knows  the  rigor  of  the 
Roman  law,  and  is  on  the  point  of  anticipating  his  doom  by  self- 
murder.  But  the  friendly  voice  of  Paul  recalls  his  presence  of 
mind.  His  thoughts  take  at  once  a  new  direction.  He  is  aware 
that  tnese  men  claim  to  be  the,  servants  of  God ;  that  they  pro 
fess  to  teach  the  way  of  salvation.  It  would  be  nothing  strange 
if,  during  the  several  days  or  weeks  that  Paul  and  Silas  had  been 
at  Philippi,  he  had  heard  the  gospel  from  their  own  lips,  had 
been  one  among  those  at  the  river-side,  or  in  the  market,  whom 
they  had  warned  of  their  danger,  and  urged  to  repent  and  lay 
hold  of  the  mercy  offered  to  them  in  the  name  of  Christ.  And 
now  suddenly  an  event  had  taken  place,  which  convinces  him  in 
a  moment  that  the  things  which  he  has  heard  are  realities ;  it 
was  the  last  argument,  perhaps,  which  he  needed  to  give  cer 
tainty  to  a  mind  already  inquiring,  hesitating.  He  comes  trem 
bling,  therefore,  before  Paul  and  Silas,  and  asks  them  to  tell  him 
—  again,  more  fully  —  what  he  must  do  to  be  saved. 

V.  31.  KOL  cruS-rjcrr),  K.  r.  X.,  and  thou  shall  be  saved  and' thy  family. 
They  represent  the  salvation  as  ample ;  it  was  free  not  only  to  him 
but  to  all  the  members  of  his  household  who  accept  the  proffered 
mercy.  The  apostle  includes  them,  because,  as  we  see  from  the 
next  verse,  they  were  present  and  listened  with  the  jailer  to  the 
preaching  of  the  gospel.  As  Meyer  remarks,  6  OIKOS  crov  belongs 
in  effect^  to  -nio-Ttvaov  and  a-uS-rjo-rj,  as  well  as  o-v. 

V.  32.  KCU  eAaArjo-av,  K.  T.  A.,  and  they  spake  to  him  the  word  of  the 
Lord,  and  to  all  who  were  in  his  house.  This  refers  to  the  more 
particular  instruction  respecting  the  way  of  salvation,  which  they 
proceeded  to  give  after  the  general  direction  in  the  preceding 
verse.  —  rot?  ev  rfj  OLKLO.  O.VTOV,  those  in  his  family,  cannot  embrace 
infants,  because  they  are  incapable  of  receiving  the  instruction 
which  was  addressed  to  those  whom  the  expression  designates 
here. 

V.  33.  TrapaXajSojj/  aurov's,  taking  them  along,  says  Howson  cor 
rectly,  implies  a  change  of  place.  The  jailer  repaired  with  Paul 
and  Silas  from  the  outer  room  (see  e£w  in  v.  30)  to  the  water, 
which  he  needed  for  bathing  their  bodies.  —  eXovo-cv  OTTO  rwv 
TrXrjyuv  stands  concisely  for  washed  and  cleansed  faemfrom  their 
stripes.  W.  $47,  5.  b.  This  verb,  says  Dr.  Robinson  (Lex.  N.  T. 
s.  v.),  signifies  to  wash  the  entire  body,  not  merely  a  part  of  it, 
like  VITTTCO.  Trench  says :  "  VLTTTUV  and  vfycur&u  almost  always 
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express  the  washing  of  a  part  of  the  body  (the  hands  in  Mark 
7,  3,  the  feet  in  John  13,  5,  the  face  in  Matt.  6,  17,  the  eyes  in 
John  9,  7  )  ;  while  AWe«/,  which  is  not  so  much  '  to  wash  '  as  'to 
bathe,'  and  Aow^at,  or  in  common  Greek  Aov'to-^ai,  '  to  bathe  one's 
self/  imply  always,  not  the  batliing  of  a  part  of  the  body,  but 
of  the  whole;  comp.  Heb.  10,  23;  Acts  9,  37  ;  2  Pet.  2,  22;  Rev. 
1,  5  ;  Plato,  Pha;d.  115  a."1  To  the  same  effect,  see  Tittm.  Synm. 
N.  T.  p.  175.  —  ej3a.7rTio-3r],  was  baptized.  The  rite  may  have  been 
performed,  says  De  Wette,  in  the  same  fountain  or  tank  in  which 
the  jailer  had  washed  them.  "  Perhaps  the  water,"  says  Meyer, 
"  was  in  the  court  of  the  house  ;  and  the  baptism  was  that  of 
immersion,  which  formed  an  essential  part  of  the  symbolism  of 
the  act  (see  Rom.  6,  3  sq.)."  Ancient  houses,  as  usually  built, 
enclosed  a  rectangular  reservoir  or  basin  (the  impluvium  so  called) 
for  receiving  the  rain  which  flowed  from  the  slightly  inclined 
roof.  Some  suggest  that  they  may  have  used  a  KoXvpfiriSpa,  or 
swimming-bath,  found  within  the  walls  of  the  prison  (Grsb. 
Rosnm.  Kuin.).  Such  a  bath  was  a  common  appurtenance  of 
houses  and  public  edifices  among  the  Greeks  and  Romans. 
Whether  the  Gangas  flowed  near  the  prison  so  as  to  be  easily 
accessible,  cannot  be  decided.  —  KOL  ol  avrov  Travres,  and  all  his,  are 
evidently  the  frown  rots  eV  rfi  OIKLO.  avrov  to  whom  they  had  just 
preached  the  word,  as  stated  in  v.  32. 

V.  34.  dveyaycov,  K.  r.  A,.,  having  brought  them  up  into  his  Tiouse, 
which  appears  to  have  been  over  the  prison.  —  ^yoAAiao-aro  7ravoi/a, 
he  rejoiced  with  all  his  family,  i.  e.  he  and  all  his  family  rejoiced. 
—  TreTriorevKws  ru>  $eu>,  Imving  believed  in  God,  states  the  object  or 
occasion  of  their  joy  (comp.  1  Cor.  14,  18).  This  act,  like  that 
of  the  verb,  is  predicated  of  the  jailer's  family  as  well  as  of 
himself. 

VERSES    35-40.       They   are    set    at    Liberty,   and   depart  from 

Philippi. 


V.  35.  TOVS  pafiSovxovs,  the  rod-bearers  (lictores),  who  waited 
upon  Roman  magistrates  and  executed  their  orders.  In  the  colo 
nies  they  carried  staves,  not  fasces  as  at  Rome.  It  deserves 
notice  that  Luke  introduces  this  term  just  here.  Though  applied 
occasionally  to  Greek  magistrates  as  bearing  the  staff  of  authority, 
it  was  properly  in  this  age  a  Roman  designation,  and  is  found 
here  in  the  right  place  as  denoting  the  attendants  of  Roman 

1  Synonyms  of  the   New  Testament  (p.  216),  by  Richard  Chevenix   Trench, 
King's  College,  London  (New  York,  1857). 
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officers.  —  aTTo'Avcrov,  release  them.  The  rulers  did  not  command 
them  to  leave  the  city,  but  expected  them,  doubtless,  to  use  their 
liberty  for  that  purpose.  It  is  uncertain  how  we  are  to  account 
for  this  sudden  change  of  disposition  towards  Paul  and  Silas. 
The  magistrates  may  have  reflected  in  the  interval  on  the  injus 
tice  of  their  conduct,  and  have  relented ;  or,  possibly,  as  they 
were  heathen  and  superstitious,  they  had  been  alarmed  by  the 
earthquake,  and  feared  the  anger  of  the  gods  on  accout  of  their 
inhumanity  to  the  strangers. 

V.  36.  aTTT/yyeiAe,  K.  T.  A.,  The  jailer  reported  these  words  unto 
Paul,  i.  e.  from  the  lictors  who,  therefore,  did  not  accompany 
him  into  the  prison.  The  same  verb  occurs  in  v.  38,  of  the  an 
swer  which  the  lictors  conveyed  to  the  magistrates.  —  on  d-Trco-- 
,  that  they  have  sent,  sc.  a  message,  or  messengers.  —  lv 

rjvr;,  in  peace,  unmolested ;  see  on  15,  33.  The  jailer  antici 
pates  their  ready  acceptance  of  the  offer. 

V.  37.  e'</»7  TT/aos  auTous,  said  unto  them,  the  lictors,  i.  e.  by  the 
mouth  of  the  jailer.  —  Setpavre?,  K.  r.  A.,  having  scourged  us  pub 
licly  uncondcmned,  men  who  are  Romans.  Almost  every  word  in 
this  reply  contains  a  distinct  allegation.  It  would  be  difficult  to  find 
or  frame  a  sentence  superior  to  it  in  point  of  energetic  brevity. 
Both  the  lex  Valeria  and  the  lex  Porcia  made  it  a  crime  to  inflict 
blows  or  any  species  of  torture  on  a  Roman  citizen.  "  Facinus 
est  vinciri  civem  Romanum,  scelus  verberari,  prope  parricidium 
necari."-  (Cic.  in  Verr.  5.  66).  —  S^/xoo-ia.  It  would  have  been  a 
crime  to  have  struck  them  a  single  blow,  even  in  secret ;  they 
had  been  cruelly  scourged  in  open  day,  and  before  hundreds  of 
witnesses.  —  dKaraKptrou?.  The  Roman  laws  held  it  to  be  one  of 
the  most  sacred  rights  of  the  citizen  that  he  should  be  tried  in 
due  form  before  he  was  condemned.  "  Causa  cognita  multi  pos- 
sunt  absolvi ;  incognita  quidem  condemnari  nemo  potest."  (Cic. 
in  Verr.  1.  9).  Even  slaves  had  an  admitted  legal,  as  well  as 
natural,  right  to  be  heard  in  their  defence  before  they  were  pun 
ished.  —  'Poj/mi'ovs.  In  22,  28,  Paul  says  that  he  was  "  free  born." 
In  regard  to  the  probable  origin  of  his  Roman  citizenship,  see 
the  note  on  22,  25.  It  appears  that  Silas  possessed  the  same 
rights,  but  it  is  not  known  how  he  obtained  them.  At  first  view 
it  may  appear  surprising  that  Paul  did  not  avow  himself  a  Roman 
at  the  outset,  and  thus  prevent  the  indignity  to  which  he  had 
been  subjected.  "  But  the  infliction  of  it,"  says  Biscoe,  "  was  so 
hasty,  that  he  had  not  time  to  say  anything  that  might  make  for 
his  defence ;  and  the  noise  and  confusion  were  so  great,  that, 
had  he  cried  out  with  ever  so  loud  a  voice  that  he  was  a  Pvoman, 
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he  might  reasonably  believe  that  he  should  not  be  regarded 
Seeing  also  the  fury  of  the  multitude  (v.  22),  it  is  not  improbable 
he  might  think  it  most  advisable  to  submit  to  the  sentence  pro 
nounced,  however  unjust,  in  order  to  quiet  the  people,  and  pre 
vent  a  greater  evil ;  for  he  was  in  danger  of  being  forced  out  of 
the  hands  of  the  magistrates,  and  torn  in  pieces.  But  whatever 
were  the  true  reasons  which  induced  the  apostle  to  be  silent,  the 
overruling  hand  of  Providence  was  herein  plainly  visible ;  for 
the  conversion  of  the  jailer  and  his  household  was  occasioned  by 
the  execution  of  this  hasty  and  unjust  sentence."  —  /cat  vvv  XdSpa, 
K.  T.  A.,  and  do  they  now  send  us  forth  secretly  ?  Some  render 
e/c/^aAAouo-iv,  thrust  forth;  which  is  too  strong  (comp.  9,  40),  and 
draws  away  the  emphasis  from  Aa^pa,  to  which  it  belongs.  —  ov 
yap,  No,  certainly ;  they  do  not  dismiss  us  in  that  manner.  In 
this  use,  ye  (resolving  yap  into  its  parts)  strengthens  the  denial, 
while  apa  shows  the  dependence  of  the  answer  on  what  pre 
cedes  :  not  according  to  that,  i.  e.  after  such  treatment.  Klotz  (ad 
Devar.  II  p.  242),  Winer  ($  53.  8.  b),  and  others,  adopt  this  anal- 
ysis.  —  O.VTOL,  they  themselves,  instead  of  sending  their  servants  to 
us. — In  asserting  so  strongly  their  personal  rights,  they  may  have 
been  influenced  in  part  by  a  natural  sense  of  justice,  and  in  part 
by  a  regard  to  the  necessity  of  such  a  vindication  of  their  inno 
cence  to  the  cause  of  Christ  at  Philippi.  It  was  important  that 
no  stain  should  rest  upon  their  reputation.  It  was  notorious  that 
they  had  been  scourged  and  imprisoned  as  criminals ;  and  if  after 
their  departure  any  one  had  suspected,  or  could  have  insinuated, 
that  possibly  they  had  suffered  not  without  cause,  it  would  have 
created  a  prejudice  against  the  truth.  It  was  in  their  power  to 
save  the  gospel  from  that  reproach,  and  they  used  the  opportu 
nity.  It  may  be  proper  at  times  to  allow  the  wicked  or  misguided 
to  trample  upon  our  individual  rights  and  interests  if  they  choose ; 
but  those  who  are  "  set  for  the  defence  of  the  gospel "  owe  their 
good  name  and  their  influence  to  Christ  and  the  church,  and  have 
a  right  to  invoke  the  protection  of  the  laws  against  any  invasion 
of  their  means  of  public  usefulness. 

V.  38.  di/TTyyetXav,  reported  back;  see  on  v.  36.  —  tyofirjSrja-av, 
were  afraid.  They  had  cause  for  apprehension ;  comp.  22,  29. 
A  magistrate  who.  punished  a  Roman  citizen  wrongfully  might 
be  indicted  for  treason ;  he  was  liable  to  suffer  death,  and  the 
confiscation  of  all  his  property  (Grot.). 

V.  39.  rypomov,  entreated,  begged  (3,  3).  This  was  not  an  un 
exampled  humiliation  for  a  Roman  officer.  Lucian  mentions  a 
case  of  false  imprisonment  in  which  the  governor  of  a  province 
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not  only  acknowledged  his  error,  but  paid  a  large  sum  of  money 
to  those  whom  he  had  injured,  in  order  to  bribe  them  to  be 
silent. 

V.  40.  TT/OOS  TTJV  AvSiW,  unto  Lydia,  whose  guests  they  were 
(v.  15),  and  where  the  disciples  may  have  been  accustomed  to 
meet. — TOVS  u8eA<£ou9,  the  brethren,  who  had  been  converted  at 
Philippi,  and  who  formed  the  beginning  of  the  church,  afterwards 
addressed  in  the  Epistle  to  the  Philippians.  This  church  was 
founded,  therefore,  about  A.  D.  52.  We  have  evidence  in  that 
letter  that  no  one  of  all  the  churches  planted  by  Paul  possessed 
so  entirely  his  confidence,  or  exhibited  the  power  of  the  gospel 
in  greater  purity.  —  iraptKaXtorav,  exhorted,  viz.  to  be  firm,  to  cleave 
to  the  gospel  (comp.  11,  23)  ;  not  comforted,  which  would  be  too 
specific  for  the  occasion.  —  e^A^ov,  they  went  forth.  The  narrator, 
it  will  be  seen,  proceeds  now  in  the  third  person,  and  maintains 
that  style  as  far  as  20,  5.  Some  have  inferred  'from  this,  that 
Luke  remained  at  Philippi  until  Paul's  last  visit  to  Macedonia. 
We  find  Timothy  with  the  apostle  at  Berrea  (17,  14),  but  whether 
he  accompanied  him  at  this  time,  or  rejoined  him  afterwards, 
cannot  be  decided.  See  further,  on  17,  10. 


CHAPTER    XVII. 

VERSES   1-4.      They  proceed  to  Thessalonica  and  preach  there. 

V.  1.  The  place  which  invited  their  labors  next  was  Thessalon 
ica,  about  a  hundred  miles  southwest  of  Philippi.  They  travelled 
thither  on  the  great  military  road  which  led  from  Byzantium  to 
Dyrrachium  or  Aulona,  opposite  to  Brundusium  in  Italy.  It  was 
the  Macedonian  extension  of  the  Appian  way.  They  could  ac 
complish  the  journey  in  three  or  four  days  (Wiesl.).  —  On  leaving 
Philippi,  they  came  first  to  Amphipolis,  which  was  southwest, 
distant  about  thirty  miles.  This  place  was  about  three  miles 
from  the  sea,  on  the  eastern  bank  of  the  Strymon,  which  flowed 
almost  round  it,  and  gave  to  it  its  name.  —  Apollonia,  their  next 
station  was  about  the  same  distance  southwest  from  Amphipolis. 
They  remained  a  night,  perhaps,  at  each  of  these  towns.  —  Thes 
salonica  was  a  rich,  commercial  city,  near  the  mouth  of  the  Eche- 
dorus,  on  the  Thermaic  Gulf,  about  twenty-eight  miles  nearly 
west  of  Apollonia.  It  is  now  called  Saloniki,  having  a  population 
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of  seventy  thousand,  of  whom  thirty  thousand  are  Jews.  Luke's 
record  almost  reminds  us  of  a  leaf  from  a  traveller's  note  book. 
He  mentions  the  places  in  their  exact  order.  We  turn  to  the 
Itinerarium  Antonini  August!  (ed.  Parth.  et  Find.  p.  157)  and 
read :  From  Philippi  to  Amphipolis,  thirty-two  miles ;  from  Am- 
phipolis  to  Apollonia,  thirty-two  miles ;  from  Apollonia  to  Thes- 
salonica,  thirty-six  miles.  — 17  o-waywyTJ,  the  synagogue ;  definite 
because  the  Jews  in  that  region  may  have  had  but  one  such  place 
of  worship.  W.  $17.  1. 

V.  2.  Here  again,  according  to  his  custom,  Paul  betakes  him 
self  first  to  the  Jews;  comp.  13,  5.  14;  14.  1.  ctw^os  has  the 
construction  of  a  noun,  but  governs  the  dative  as  a  verb ;  comp. 
Luke  4,  16.  The  genitive  would  have  been  the  ordinary  case. 
W.  §  31.  7.  N.  2.  — O.TTO  TO»I/  ypa.$uv,from  the  Scriptures.  He  drew 
the  contents  of  his  discourse  from  that  source.  /  W.  $  47.  p.  333. 

V.  3.  Siavoiywi/,  sc.  ras  ypa^as,  opening,  unfolding  their  sense ; 
comp.  Luke  24,  32.  —  TrapaTt^c/xevos,  propounding,  maintaining.  — 
on  TOI>  Xpwrroi/,  K.  T.  X.,  that  the  Messiah  must  suffer,  in  order  to  ful 
fil  the  Scriptures;  comp.  3,  18;  Matt.  26,  54.  56  ;  Mark  14,  49. — 
Kal  on  euro?,  K.  r.  X.,  and  that  this  one  (viz.  he  who  was  to  die  and 
rise  again)  is  the  Messiah  Jesus  (i.  e.  the  Jesus  called  Messiah) 
whom  I  announce  unto  you.  The  scope  of  the  argument  is  this  : 
The  true  Messiah  must  die  and  rise  again ;  Jesus  has  fulfilled 
that  condition  of  prophecy,  and  is,  therefore,  the  promised  Mes 
siah;  comp.  2,  24  sq. ;  13,  27  sq. 

V.  4.  rives  e£  O.VTWV,  certain  of  them,  i.  e.  of  the  Jews ;  see  v.  1. 
and  2. —  Trpoo-e/cA^pco^r/crav  (as  middle),  attached  themselves  to  Paul 
and  Silas  (Olsh.  Whl.  Rob.).  This  is  the  easier  sense,  and  receives 
support  from  v.  34  and  14, 4,  where  we  meet  with  the  same  thought 
in  like  circumstances.  Others  render  were  allotted,  granted  to 
them,  as  it  were  by  divine  favor.  This  may  be  the  surer  phi 
lological  sense,  and  is  adopted  by  Winer  ($  39.  2),  De  Wette, 
Meyer,  and  Alford.  —  ywaiKwv  ....  oAi'yai,  and  of  the  first  women 
(comp.  13,  50)  not  a  few.  The  women  werefevidently  "devout" 
(o-c/Jo/xeVan/)  or  proselytes  (comp.  13,  50),  as  well  as  the  men;  so 
that  all  those  mentioned  as  converts  in  this  verse  were  won  to 
Christianity  from  the  Jewish  faith,  not  from  a  state  of  heathenism. 
But  in  1  Thess.  1,  9,  Paul  speaks  as  if  many  of  the  Thessalo- 
nian  Christians  had  been  idolaters  (eTreo-rpe^are  Trpo?  rov  $eov  cbro 
ruv  aSwXwv).  Hence  it  is  possible,  as  Paley  conjectures,  that  this 
verse  describes  the  result  of  Paul's  labors  during  the  three  weeks 
that  he  preached  in  the  synagogue  (v.  2) ;  and  that  an  interval 
which  Luke  passes  over  preceded  the  events  related  in  v.  5-10. 
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During  this  interval  the  apostle,  having  been  excluded  from  the 
synagogue  by  the  bigotry  of  the  Jews,  may  have  preached  directly 
to  the  heathen.  Another  opinion  is,  that  he  preached  to  the 
Gentiles  during  the  week-time,  while  on  the  Sabbath  he  labored 
for  the  Jews  in  their  public  assemblies  (Neand.). 

VERSES  5-9.      The  Jews  accuse  Paul  and  Silas  before  the  Mag 

istrates. 


V.  5.  aTTct^owres  before  'lovSaiot  (T.  R.)  lacks  support.  —  ron/ 
ayopaiw,  market-loungers  (subrostrani,  subbasilicani).  Had  it  been 
in  the  East,  where  such  people  loiter  about  the  gates,  the  term 
would  have  been  inappropriate.  It  is  instructive  to  observe  how 
true  the  narrative  is  to  the  habits  of  different  nations,  though  the 
scene  changes  so  rapidly  from  one  land  to  another.  But  why 
should  the  Jews  seek  such  coadjutors  ?  The  reason  is  found  in 
their  situation  :  the  Jews  out  of  Judea  had  but  little  power,  and 
must  secure  the  aid  of  the  native  inhabitants.  —  'lao-ovos.  Jason 
was  their  host  (v.  7),  and  also  a  relative  of  Paul,  if  he  was  the 
one  mentioned  in  Rom.  16,  21.  In  the  latter  case,  he  must  have 
been  at  Corinth  when  Paul  wrote  the  Epistle  to  the  Romans. 
So  common  a  name  amounts  to  little  as  proof  of  the  relation 
ship.  —  e£i/rovv  ....  (%iov,  sought  to  bring  them  unto  the  people, 
and  at  the  same  time  cirl  TOI/S  TroXtrap^as  (v.  6),  i.  e.  into  the 
forum,  where  the  magistrates  were  accustomed  to  try  causes  in 
the  presence  of  the  people;  comp.  16,  19.  They  raised  a  mob 
(oxXoTToiTja-avres)  in  order  to  arrest  the  offenders;  but  ek  TOV  S^/xoi/ 
shows  that  they  expected  the  trial  to  take  place  before  an  orderly 
assembly. 

V.'6.  fjir)  evpovre?,  K.  T.  A..,  but  not  having  found  them,  they  drag 
ged  Jason  and  certain  brethren  before  the  city  rulers.  Instead  of 
changing  their  plan  on  failing  to  apprehend  the  leaders,  they 
seized  upon  such  others  as  fell  in  their  way,  and  treated  them 
as  they  had  designed  to  treat  Paul  and  Silas.  Lange's  remark 
is  incorrect  that  they  would  have  sacrificed  the  strangers  at  once 
to  the  popular  fury,  but  must  be  more  cautious  in  dealing  with 
citizens.  The  d8€A.<£ou's  appear  to  have  been  with  Jason  at  the 
time  of  the  assault  ;  probably  they  were  some  of  the  Thessaloni- 
ans  who.  had  believed.  —  ovrot,  these,  are  Paul  and  Silas,  since  they 
are  those  whom  Jason  entertained.  —  KOL  eV^aSc  Trupeicriv,  are  pres 
ent  also  here,  as  they  have  been  in  other  places,  and  for  the  same 
purpose.  —  Here  and  in  v.  8,  Luke  terms  the  magistrates  of  Thes- 
salonica  politarchs  ;  and  his  accuracy  in  this  respect  is  confirmed 

35 
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by  an  inscription  of  that  place.  See  Eoeckh's  Corpus,  Vol.  II. 
p.  53,  No.  1967.  The  inscription,  which  is  of  the  Roman  times, 
gives  a  list  of  seven  magistrates  bearing  this  title.  This  is  the 
more  worthy  of  remark  because  the  title  is  a  very  rare  one,  and 
might  easily  be  confounded  with  that  of  poliarchs,  which  is  an 
other  appellation  of  magistrates  in  Greek  cities.1 

V.  7.  ovrot  Travres,  all  these,  viz.  Paul,  Silas,  and  their  followers. 
The  pronoun  includes  more  than  its  grammatical  antecedent.  — 
ruv  Soy/xarcov  Kaicrapos,  i.  e.  the  Roman  laws  against  rebellion  or 
treason.  They  are  said  to  be  the  decrees  of  the  emperor,  i.  e.  of 
each  successive  emperor,  because  -they  emanated  from  him, 
guarded  his  rights,  and  had  the  support  of  his  authority.  The 
reigning  emperor  at  this  time  was  Claudius.  —  /WtAe'o.  erepov, 
another  king,  sovereign;  comp.  John  19,  15;  1  Pet.  2,  13.  The 
Greeks  applied  this  term  to  the  emperor,  though  the  Romans 
never  styled  him  rex. 

V.  8.  erctjoa^ai/,  K.  r.  A.  The  statement  alarmed  them,  because 
the  existence  of  such  a  party  in  their  midst  would  compromise 
their  character  for  loyalty,  and  expose  them  to  the  vengeance  of 
then-  Roman  masters.  See  on  19,  40. 

V.  9.  Aa/JovTe?  TO  t/cavov,  having  taken  bail,  or  security  ;  said  to 
be  a  law  phrase  adopted  in  Greek  for  satis  accipere.  What  they 
engaged  would  naturally  be,  that,  as  far  as  it  depended  on  them, 
the  public  peace  should  not  be  violated,  and  that  the  alleged  au 
thors  of  the  disturbance  should  leave  the  city  (Neand.).  Instead 
of  combining  the  two  objects,  some  restrict  the  stipulation  to  the 
first  point  (Mey.),  while  others  restrict  it  to  the  last  (Kuin.).  — 
TWV  Aoi7ron>,  the  others  who  had  been  brought  before  the  tribunal 
with  Jason  (see  v.  6).  —  aTreXvo-av  aurovs,  dismissed  them  from  cus 
tody,  viz.  the  Thessalonians,  not  the  missionaries  who  hacl  es 
caped  arrest. 

VERSES   10-13.     Paul  and  Silas  proceed  to  Bercea. 


V.  10.  et^e'ws,  immediately,  on  the  evening  of  the  day  of  the 
tumult.  Paul  and  Silas  had  spent  three  or  four  weeks  at  least 
in  Thessalonica  (see  v.  2),  and  very  possibly  some  time  longer 
(see  on  v.  4).  Wieseler  proposes  six  or  eight  weeks  as  the  term 
of  their  residence  in  that  city.  Being  obliged  to  leave  so  hastily, 
Paul  was  anxious  for  the  welfare  and  stability  of  the  recent  con- 

1  This  note  is  due  to  President  Woolsey,  in  the  New  Englander,  Vol.  X, 

r  1*4. 
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verts,  and  departed  with  the  intention  of  returning  as  soon  as  the 
present  exasperation  against  him  should  be  allayed  so  as  to  justify 
it  (1  Thess.  2,  18).  Subsequent  events  frustrated  this  purpose, 
and  under  that  disappointment  he  sent  Timothy  to  them  to  sup 
ply  his  place  (1  Thess.  3,  2).  It  may  be  added,  that  while  Paul 
was  here  he  received  supplies  twice  from  the  church  at  Philippi ; 
see  Phil.  4,  15.  16.  From  this  source,  and  from  his  own  personal 
labor,  he  derived  his  support,  without  being  dependent  at  all  on 
the  Thessalonians ;  see  1  Thess.  2,  9 ;  2  Thess.  3,  8.  —  &a  rfc 
WKTOS,  during  the  night.  This  secrecy  indicates  that  they  were 
still  in  danger  from  the  enmity  of  the  Jews ;  comp.  20,  3.  —  cts 
B€/>OUM/.  Beroza,  now  Verria,  was  about  forty-five  miles  south 
west  of  Thessalonica,  on  the  Astrseus,  a  small  tributary  of  the 
Haliacmon.  See  Forbg.  Handb.  III.  p.  1061.  The  modern  town 
has  six  thousand  inhabitants,  of  whom  two  hundred  are  Jews, 
ten  or  fifteen  hundred  Turks,  and  the  rest  Greeks. 

V.  11.  evycveorepoi,  more  noble  in  their  disposition.  —  For  Trao-^s 
without  the  article,  see  on  4,  29. — TO  Ka$'  f)/jL€pav,  viz.  from  day 
to  day.  TO  particularizes  the  repetition  or  constancy  of  the  act. 
W.  $  20.  3.  —  et  ZXOL  T"a^a  ovrws,  if  these  things  taught  by  Paul  were 
so,  as  he  affirmed,  i.  e.  when  examined  by  the  Scriptures. 

V.  12.  'EAArpiSwi/  agrees  with  both  ywai/cwv  and  avSpw.  The 
men  were  Greeks  as  well  as  the  women.  See  the  note  on  2,  42. 
—  For  cv(rxrjij.6v<av,  see  13,  50.  —  oXtyot  may  be  masculine  because 
dvSpcov  is  the  nearer  word,  or  out  of  regard  to  the  leading  gender. 

V.  13.  Kat,  also,  associates  Bercsa  with  Thessalonica.  —  KOLKCL 
belongs  to  the  participle,  not  to  the  verb.  They  excited  the  pop 
ulace  there  also,  as  they  had  done  in  Thessalonica.  —  Luke's  nar 
rative  implies  that  the  Jews  were  somewhat  numerous  and  in 
fluential  at  Bercea.  Coins  of  this  city  are  still  extant,  and,  unlike 
most  other  examples  of  ancient  money,  have  on  them  no  pagan 
figure  or  symbol.  Akerman  suggests  (Num.  Illustr.)  in  explana 
tion  of  this  singular  fact,  that  the  magistrates  may  have  rejected 
such  devices,  as  a  concession  to  the  feelings  of  the  Jewish  popu 
lation. 

VERSES   14.15.     Paul  advances  to  Athens. 

V.  14.  TropevfcrSai  do?  CTTI  TTJV  SaXacro-av,  to  journey  OS  upon  the 
sea,  i.  e.  as  if  with  such  a  purpose.  <I>?  with  cVt,  efc,  or  Trpos 
denotes  design,  but  leaves  it  uncertain  whether  the  design  be 
executed,  or  professed  merely.  See  W.  $  65.  9  ;  K.  $  290.  R.  2  ; 
B.  $  149.  Lachmann  would  substitute  cos  for  o>s,  as  far  as 
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unto  the  sea,  but  against  the  evidence.  Some  suppose  the 
movement  here  to  have  been  a  feint;  that  Paul's  conductors, 
having  set  out  ostensibly  for  the  sea,  afterward  in  order  to  elude 
pursuit,  changed  their  course,  and  proceeded  to  Athens  by  land 
(Grot.  Bng.  Olsh.).  But  in  that  event,  they  would  have  passed 
through  various  important  places  on  the  way,  and  Luke  might 
be  expected  to  name  some  of  them,  as  he  has  done  in  v.  1.  The 
journey  by  land  would  have  been  two  hundred  and  fifty-one  Ro 
man  miles  (Itiner.  Anton.).  "With  a  fair  wind  Paul  and  his  party 
could  have  sailed  from  Bercea  or  the  mouth  of  the  Heliacmon 
to  Athens  in  about  three  days  ( Wiesl.) ;  and  the  probability  is,  that 
they  took  this  more  expeditious  course  (Win.  De  Wet.  Wiesl. 
Mej.).  —  For  an  interesting  sketch  of  the  places  and  objects 
which  would  be  seen  on  such  a  voyage,  the  reader  is  referred  to 
Howson,  I.  p.  403  sq.  —  Timothy  was  last  mentioned  in  16,  1. 

V.  15.  ot  /ca^toToWes,  Those  who  conducted,  lit.  set  him  along 
on  the  journey  whether  by  sea  or  land.  —  Aa/2oVr€g,  having  received 
before  their  departure,  rather  than  receiving  (E.  V.),  which  might 
imply  that  they  returned  in  consequence  of  the  command.  —  w? 
Ta^iora,  as  soon  as  possible  (K.  $  239.  R.  2.  d),  i.  e.  after  perform 
ing  the  service  for  which  they  had  remained.  Whether  they  re 
joined  the  apostle  at  Athens,  or  not,  is  uncertain  ;  see  on  the  next 
verse. 


VERSES  16-18.     How  he  was  affected  by  the  Idolatry  at  Athens. 


V.  16.  e/cSe^ojuieVov  avrovs,  while  he  was  waiting  for  them,  viz. 
Silas  and  Timothy.  The  most  natural  inference  from  1  Thess. 
3,  1,  is  that  Timothy,  at  least,  soon  arrived,  in  accordance  with 
Paul's  expectation,  but  was  immediately  sent  away  by  the  apos 
tle  to  Thessalonica.  As  Silas  is  not  mentioned  in  that  passage, 
it  has  been  supposed  that  he  may  have  failed  for  some  reason  to 
come  at  this  time,  or,  if  he  came,  that,  like  Timothy,  he  may 
have  left  again  at  once,  but  for  a  different  destination;  which 
last  circumstance  would  account  for  the  omission  of  his  name  in 
that  passage  of  the  Epistle.  Our  next  notice  of  them  occurs  in 
18,  5,  where  they  are  represented  as  coming  down  from  Mace 
donia  to  Corinth  ;  and  we  may  suppose  either  that  they  went  to 
that  city  directly  from  Berosa,  without  having  followed  Paul  to 
Athens,  or  that  they  returned  from  Athens  to  Macedonia,  and 
proceeded  from  there  to  Corinth.  The  latter  view  assumes 
that  Luke  has  passed  over  the  intermediate  journey  in  silence. 
Such  omissions  are  entirely  consistent  with  the  character  of  a 
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fragmentary  history  like  that  of  the  Acts.  Still  other  combina 
tions  are  possible.  —  Trapw^iWro  .  .  .  .  «/  avr<3,  his  spirit  was  aroused 
in  him,  comp.  15,  39;  1  Cor.  13,  5.  This  verb  represents  the 
apostle  as  deeply  moved  with  a  feeling  allied  to  that  of  indig 
nation,  at  beholding  such  a  profanation  of  the  worship  due  to 
God  as  forced  itself  upon  his  view  on  every  side.: — /carei'ScoXov 
means,  not  given  to  idolatry,  but  full  of  idols.  The  word  is  other 
wise  unknown  to  the  extant  Greek,  but  is  formed  after  a  common 
analogy,  e.  g.  /cara/x/TrcAo?,  KaraSevSpos,  Kara^oySo?,  etc.  The  epithet 
applies  to  the  city,  not  directly  to  the  inhabitants.  A  person 
could  hardly  take  his  position  at  any  point  in  ancient  Athens, 
where  the  eye  did  not  range  over  temples,  altars,  and  statues  of 
the  gods  almost  without  number.  Petronius  says  satirically,  that 
it  was  easier  to  find  a  god  at  Athens  than  a  man.  Another 
ancient  writer  says  that  some  of  the  streets  were  so  crowded 
with  those  who  sold  idols,  that  it  was  almost  impossible  for  one 
to  make  his  way  through  them.  Pausanias  declares  that  Athens 
had  more  images  than  all  the  rest  of  Greece  put  together.  Wet- 
stein  quotes  Xenophon,  Isocrates,  Cicero,  Livy,  Strabo,  Lucian, 
and  others,  as  bearing  the  same  testimony.  Luke,  therefore,  has 
not  applied  this  epithet  at  random.  The  Greek  language  offered 
to  him  a  hundred  other  terms  which  would  have  stated  what 
was  true  in  relation  to  a  heathen  city ;  but  we  see  that  he  has 
chosen  among  them  all  the  very  one  which  describes  the  precise 
external  aspect  of  Athens  that  would  be  the  first  to  strike  the 
eye  of  a  stranger  like  Paul.  This  mark  of  accuracy  in  the 
writer,  those  obliterate,  or  very  nearly  obliterate,  who  make  the 
expression  refer  to  the  devotion  of  the  Athenians  to  idolatry.1 

V.  17.  The  apostle's  ordinary  course  was  to  address  himself  ex 
clusively  at  first  to  his  own  countrymen  and  the  Jewish  proselytes. 
At  Athens  he  departed  from  this  rule.  —  ow,  therefore,  i.  e.  being 
aroused  by  the  sight  of  so  much  idolatry.  The  spectacle  around 
him  urges  him  to  commence  preaching  simultaneously  to  Jews  and 
Greeks.  Some  adopt  a  looser  connection :  therefore,  i.  e.  being  at 
Athens  (De  Wette).  Some  restrict  ovi/  to  the  second  clause  :  his 
zeal  impelled  him  to  preach  in  the  market.  It  is  arbitrary  to  divide 
the  sentence  in  that  manner.  —  ev  777  ayopa,  in  the  market,  i.  e.  of 
the  city ;  not  the  one  in  which  he  happened  to  be  (Mey.).  It  is 
generally  admitted  that  the  Athenians  had  properly  but  one  market, 


1  Hermann  (ad  Vig.  p.  638,  ed.  1824)  turns  aside  to  correct  this  error :  " 
Sw\os  Tr6\is,  Actor.  Apost.  17,  16,  non  est,  uti  quidara  opinantur,  simulacris  dedita 
urbs,  sed  simulacris  referta." 


278  COMMENTARY.  CHAP.  XVII,  18. 

although  Leake  has  shown  it  to  be  probable,  that,  "  during  the 
many  centuries  of  Athenian  prosperity,  the  boundaries  of  the  Ago 
ra,  or  at  least  of  its  frequented  part,  underwent  considerable  vari 
ation."  l  The  notices  of  ancient  writers  are  somewhat  vague  as 
to  its  course  and  extent ;  but  it  is  agreed  that  the  site  was  never 
so  changed  as  to  exclude  the  famous  o-roa  Trot/a'A.??,  which,  accord 
ing  to  Forchammer's  Plan,  stood  off  against  the  Acropolis  on  the 
west.  In  this  porch,  as  is  well  known,  the  philosophers,  rhetori 
cians,  and  others  were  accustomed  to  meet  for  conversation  and  dis 
cussion  ;  and  hence  it  lay  entirely  in  the  course  of  things  that  some 
of  these  men  should  fall,  as  Luke  states,  in  the  way  of  the  apostle. 
V.  18.  run/  'ETUKOfpeiW.  The  Epicureans  were  the  "minute 
philosophers,"  the  Greek  Sadducees  of  the  age ;  they  admitted 
the  existence  of  gods,  but  regarded  them  as  indolent  beings,  who 
paid  no  attention  to  the  actions  or  affairs  of  men  ;  they  had  no 
faith  in  a  providence,  or  in  accountability,  or  in  any  retribution 
to  come.  Their  great  practical  dogma  was,  that  a  wise  man 
will  make  the  most  of  all  the  means  of  enjoyment  within  his 
reach.  Epicurus,  the  founder  of  the  sect,  had  taught  a  higher 
idea  of  happiness ;  but  his  followers  in  the  Roman  age,  and 
earlier  still,  had  reduced  it  to  the  grossest  sensualism.  The 
frivolous  spirit  of  this  sect,  appears  perhaps  in  the  first  of  the 
questions  addressed  to  Paul.  —  TOH>  ^rcot/ctov.  The  Stoics  were 
distinguished  in  some  respects  for  a  more  reflecting  turn  of  mind ; 
they  extolled  virtue,  insisted  on  subjecting  the  passions  to  reason, 
and  urged  the  importance  ef  becoming  independent  of  the  ordi 
nary  sources  of  enjoyment  and  suffering.  Some  of  the  most 
admired  characters  of  antiquity  belonged  to  this  school.  But  the 
Stoics  were  essentially  fatalists  in  their  religious  views;  they 
were  self-complacent,  boasted  of  their  indifference  to  the  world, 
and  affected  a  style  of  morals  so  impracticable  as  to  render  them 
almost  necessarily  insincere  or  hypocritical.  In  Epicureanism  it 
was  man's  sensual  nature  which  arrayed  itself  against  the  claims 
of  the  gospel  ;  in  Stoicism  it  was  his  self-righteousness  and 
pride  of  intellect ;  and  it  is  difficult  to  say  which  of  the  two  sys 
tems  rendered  its  votaries  the  more  indisposed  to  embrace  the 
truth.  It  might  have  seemed  to  the  credit  of  Christianity,  had 
it  been  represented  as  gaining  at  least  a  few  proselytes,  in  this 
centre  of  Grecian  refinement,  from  the  ranks  of  its  scholars  and 
philosophers  ;  but  Luke  has  no  such  triumphs  to  record.  He  re 
lates  the  case  as  it  was ;  the^apostle  was  ridiculed,  his  message 

1  Athens  and  Demi,  p.  217. 
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was  treated  with  contempt.  —  o-W/3aAAov  avrw,  conversed  or  dis 
puted  ivith  him  (E  V.,  De  Wet.),  comp.  4,  15;  not  met  with  him  as 
in  20,  14  (Bug.  Mey.)  ;  since  the  form  as  imperf.  applies  better  to 
a  discussion,  than  to  a  single  contact  of  the  parties  such  as  Luke 
mentions  here.  KOL  e/Vtyov  agrees  with  either  sense.  —  riav  ^e'Aoi, 
K.  T.  X.,  what  would  this  babbler  say,  does  he  mean  to  say  ?  av 
sharpens  the  taunt:  if  he  has  any  meaning  (Mey.).  See  W.  $ 
42.  1  ;  C.  §  604.  o-Tre/a/AoAoyos  denotes  strictly  a  seed-gatherer,  and 
then,  as  used  here,  one  who  picks  up  and  retails  scraps  of 
knowledge  without  sense  or  aim,  an  idle  prater.  —  £cVa>v  Sai/toviW, 
foreign  gods,  hitherto  unknown  to  us.  As  the  expression  is  cited 
from  the  mouth  of  the  Greeks,  we  are  to  attach  to  it  their  sense 
of  &ai[j,ovLov,  which  was  different  from  that  of  the  Jews.  The 
noun  may  be  plural,  because  it  refers  to  Jesus  as  an  example  of 
the  class  or  category  (see  W.  $  27.  2  ;  S.  $  95.  2)  ;  or  it  may 
be  founded  on  what  Paul  had  said  to  them  concerning  God, 
especially  his  agency  in  raising  up  Christ  from  the  dead  (comp. 
v.  31).  The  latter  is  the  best  view  (De  Wet).  Both  Jesus  and 
the  God  of  -whom  they  now  heard  were  new  to  them.  Many  of 
the  older  critics,  and  some  of  the  more  recent,  explain  the  plural 
as  embracing  ava.a-ro.cnv,  supposing  the  Athenians  to  have  under 
stood  Paul  to  speak  of  some  goddess  when  he  preached  to  them 
the  resurrection.  But  one  can  hardly  conceive  that  the  apostle 
would  express  himself  so  obscurely  on  this  subject  as  to  give 
them  any  occasion  for  falling  into  so  gross  a  mistake  ;  and  we  are 
not  authorized  by  any  intimation  in  the  narrative  to  impute  to 
them  a  wilful  perversion  of  his  language. 

VERSES  19-21.     Paul  repairs  to  Mars'  Hill  to  explain  his  Doc 

trine. 


V.  1  9.  eTriXajSo/ievot  re  avrov,  and  taking  hold  upon  him,  not  with 
violence,  which  would  be  at  variance  with  the  general  spirit  of 
the  transaction,  but  rather  by  the  hand,  for  the  purpose  of  leading 
him  onward  ;  comp.  9,  27  ;  Mark  8,  23  ;  Luke  9,  47.  —  cVi  TQV 
"Apetov  Trdyov,  upon  Mars'  Hill,  i.  e.  the  top  of  it;  comp.  10,  9; 
Matt.  4,  5  ;  24,  16,  etc.  The  Areiopagus,  whither  Paul  was  now 
brought,  was  a  rocky  eminence  a  little  to  the  west  of  the  Acrop 
olis.  See  Leake's  Athens,  p.  165.  The  object  of  thetmovement 
was  to  place  the  apostle  in  a  situation  where  he  could  be  heard 
by  the  multitude  to  greater  advantage.  The  following  is  Dr. 
Robinson's  description  of  this  important  locality  :  "  This  is  a  nar 
row,  naked  ridge  of  limestone  rock,  rising  gradually  from  the 


280  COMMENTARY.  CHAP.  XVII.  19. 

northern  end,  and  terminating  abruptly  on  the  south,  over  against 
the  west  end  of  the  Acropolis,  from  which  it  bears  about  north ; 
being  separated  from  it  by  an  elevated  valley.  This  southern 
end  is  fifty  or  sixty  feet  above  the  said  valley ;  though  yet  much 
lower  than  the  Acropolis.  On  its  top  are  still  to  be  seen  the  seats 
of  the  judges  and  parties,  hewn  in  the  rock ;  and  towards  the 
southwest  is  a  descent  by  a  flight  of  steps,  also  cut  in  the  rock 
into  the  valley  below.  Standing  on  this  elevated  platform,  sur 
rounded  by  the  learned  and  the  wise  of  Athens,  the  multitude 
perhaps  being  on  the  steps  and  the  vale  below,  Paul  had  directly 
before  him  the  far-famed  Acropolis,  with  its  wonders  of  Grecian 
art ;  and  beneath  him,  on  his  left,  the  majestic  Theseium,  the 
earliest  and  still  most  perfect  of  Athenian  structures ;  while  all 
around,  other  temples  and  altars  filled  the  whole  city,  On  the 
Acropolis,  too,  were  the  three  celebrated  statues  of  Minerva ;  one 
of  olive-wood ;  another  of  gold  and  ivory  in  the  Parthenon,  the 
masterpiece  of  Phidias ;  and  the  colossal  statue  in  the  open  air, 
the  point  of  whose  spear  .was  seen  over  the  Parthenon  by  those 
sailing  along  the  gulf."  Bibl.  Res.  I.  p.  10  sq.  The  reader  would 
do  well  to  consult  the  admirable  article  on  Athens  in  Smith's  Dic 
tionary  of  Greek  and  Roman  Geography.  He  will  find  a  Plan 
of  that  city  and  a  view  of  the  Acropolis  restored  as  seen  from 
the  Areiopagus,  in  Mr.  Howson's  work.  To  understand  the  pe 
culiar  boldness  and  power  of  the  speech,  we  must  have  distinctly 
before  us  the  objects  and  scenes  which  met  the  apostle's  view 
at  the  moment.  —  Some  translate  «?rt  rov*Ap€iov  irdyov,  before  the 
Areiopagus  (comp.  16,  19;  18,  12;  24,  8),  and  maintain  that  Paul 
was  arraigned  at  this  time  before  the  celebrated  court  of  that 
name,  and  underwent  a  formal  trial  on  the  charge  of  having  at 
tempted  to  change  the  religion  of  the  state.  But  this  opinion 
rests  entirely  upon  two  or  three  expressions,  which,  like  the  one 
just  noticed,  are  ambiguous  in  themselves ;  while  in  other  re 
spects  the  entire  narrative,  as  well  as  the  improbability  of  such 
a  procedure,  testify  against  the  idea.  First,  we  find  here  no  trace 
whatever  of  any  thing  like  the  formality  of  a  legal  process.  Sec 
ondly,  the  professed  object  of  bringing  the  apostle  cirl  rov^Apewv 
Trdyov  was  to  ascertain  from  him  what  his  opinions  were,  not  to  put 
him  on  his  defence  for  them  before  they  were  known.  Thirdly, 
the  manner,  in  which  the  affair  terminated  would  have  been  a 
singular  issue  for  a  judicial  investigation  in  the  highest  court  of 
Athens.  And,  finally,  the  speech  which  Paul  delivered  on  the 
occasion  was  precisely  such  as  we  should  expect  before  a  pro 
miscuous  assembly ;  whereas,  if  he  had  stood  now  as  an  accused 
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person  before  a  legal  tribunal,  his  plea  has  most  strangely  failed 
to  connect  itself,  at  any  single  point,  with  that  peculiarity  of  his 
situation.  It  proves  nothing  in  regard  to  the  question,  to  show 
that  the  court  of  the  Areiopagus  had  powers  (that  is  admitted) 
which  would  have  given  to  it  jurisdiction  in  the  case  of  Paul, 
supposing  that  he  had  been  charged  at  this  time  with  subverting 
the  established  worship ;  since  the  narrative  on  which  we  must 
rely  for  our  information  as  to  what  was  done,  not  only  contains 
no  evidence  that  the  Athenians  took  this  serious  view  of  his  doc 
trine,  but  ascribes  their  eagerness  to  hear  him  to  a  mere  love  of 
novelty;  see  v.  21.  Calvin,  Kuinoel,  Neander,  Winer,  Olshausen, 
De  Wette,  Meyer,  Baur,  Doddridge,  and  the  best  critics  generally, 
at  present,  reject  the  opinion  that  Paul  was  carried  before  the 
Areiopagus  for  a  judicial  examination.  The  authority  of  Chrys- 
ostom,  among  the  ancient  critics,  stands  in  favor  of  it.  A  few 
among  the  Germans,  as  Hess,  Hemsen,  Scholz,  follow  on  that 
side ;  except  that  some  of  them  would  say  (this  is  true  of  Hem- 
sen),  that  the  Areiopagus  was  called  together,  not  exactly  to  try 
the  apostle,  but  to  hear  from  him  some  account  of  his  doctrine. 
"  The  process,"  says  Wordsworth,  "  may  have  been  only  a  prepar 
atory  inquiry,  an  di/a^pio-is.  They  who  laid  hands  on  him,  may 
have  intended  to  frighten  the  apostle  by  the  judicial  associations 
of  the  place,  and  to  drive  him  out  of  the  city."  Most  of  our 
English  commentaries  assume  that  Paul  was  arraigned  at  this 
time  as  a  religious  innovator.  The  other  ambiguous  expressions, 
which  have  been  supposed  to  favor  this  view,  will  be  noticed  in 
their  place.  —  Swa/^a  yvuWi,  Can  we  know  ?  Would  it  not  have 
been  an  excess  even  of  the  Attic  politeness,  to  have  interrogated 
a  prisoner  at  the  bar  in  this  manner?  The  object,  too,  of  the 
inquiry,  as  denned  by  the  accompanying  terms,  shows  clearly 
that  they  did  not  regard  him  as  occupying  that  position. 

V.  20.  £evi'£ovra,  surprising,  since  the  things  were  foreign,  un 
heard  of  before.  —  eto-^epets  ....  fjfjiw,  thou  bringest  to  our  ears. 
This  phrase,  drawn  from  common  life,  has  an  appearance  of  real 
ity  in  this  connection.  — TL  av  ^c'Aoi.  See  on  v.  18.  rt  in  apposi 
tion  with  ravra  should  be  noticed.  It  is  not  precisely  like  the 
plural.  "The  singular  TI,"  says  Kriiger  (Gr.  $  61.  8.  2),  "may 
stand  in  such  connections  as  rt  ravrd  ivn,  when  the  question  is, 
what  sort  of  a  whole,  what  combined  result,  do  the  particulars 
form  ? " 

V.  21.  The  object  of  this  verse  is  to  explain  why  they  ad 
dressed  to  him  such  inquiries.  Their  motive  for  proposing  them 
was  that  their  curiosity  might  be  gratified.  —  'A-^vtuot  Se 

36 
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now  all  Athenians.  The  omission  of  the  article  unites  the  charac 
teristic  more  closely  with  the  name,  as  its  invariable  attend 
ant.  K.  $  246.  5.  a.  —  ot  cvrtS^/AoiWes,  i.  e.  the  foreigners  perma 
nently  resident  there  (comp.  2,  10) ;  unde  iidem  mores,  as  Bengel 
remarks.  —  ets  ovSeV  ....  evKcupaw,  spent  their  leisure  for  nothing 
else.  This  sense  of  the  verb  is  a  later  usage.  Lob.  ad  Phryn. 
p.  125.  The  imperfect  does  not  exclude  the  continued  existence 
of  the  peculiarity,  but  blends  the  reference  to  it  with  the  history. 
See  similar  examples  in  27,  8;  John  11,  18;  18,  1;  19,  14.  K.  $ 
256.  4.  a,;  C.  567.  y.  — /caii/drepoi/,  newer,  sc.  than  before.  W.  \  35. 
4  ;  S.  §  1 18.  4 ;  K.  $  323.  R.  7.  The  comparative  or  the  positive 
form  of  the  adjective  could  be  used  in  this  phrase ;  but  the 
former  characterizes  their  state  of  mind  more  forcibly  than  the 
latter.  Bengel  has  hit  the  point  of  the  idiom :  "  Nova  statim 
sordebant ;  noviora  queer  ebantur"  —  It  is  worth  remarking,  that 
this  singular  scene  of  setting  up  the  apostle  to  speak  for  the  en 
tertainment  of  the  people  occurs,  not  at  Ephesus,  or  Philippi,  or 
Corinth,  but  at  Athens ;  not  only  the  only  place,  in  all  his  journey 
ing,  where  Paul  met  with  such  a  reception,  but  just  the  place  where 
the  incident  arises  in  perfect  harmony  with  the  disposition  and 
the  tastes  of  the  people.  We  know,  from  the  testimony  of  ancient 
writers,  that  this  fondness  for  hearing  and  telling  some  new  thing, 
•which  Luke  mentions,  was  a  notorious  characteristic  of  the  Athe 
nians.  Their  great  orator  reproaches  them  with  the  same  pro 
pensity  :  /3ouAeo-$e,  etTre  /u,ot>  Trepudvre?  aurtoi/  7rw$aveo-$ai  /cara  rrjv 
ayopdv  Xeyerat  rt  KO.IVOV  ;  (Philipp.  I.  43).  The  entirely  incidental 
manner  in  which  the  exemplification  of  this  trait  comes  forth  in 
the  narrative  here,  bears  witness  to  its  authenticity 


Outline  of  the  Course  of  Thought. 

The  speech  which  jPaul  delivered  at  this  time  is  remarkable 
for  its  adaptation,  not  only  to  the  outward  circumstances  under 
which  he  spoke,  but  to  the  peculiar  mental  state  of  his  auditors. 
De  Wette  pronounces  it  "a  model  of  the  apologetic  style  of 
discourse."  "  The  address  of  Paul  before  this  assembly,"  says 
Neander,  "is  a  living  proof  of  his  apostolic  wisdom  and  elo 
quence  ;  we  perceive  here  how  the  apostle,  according  to  his  own 
expiession,  could  become  also  a  heathen  to  the  heathen,  that  he 
might  win  the  heathen  to  a  reception  of  the  gospel."  "  The  skill,'* 
says  Hemsen,  "  with  which  he  was  able  to  bring  the  truth  near 
to  the  Athenians,  deserves  admiration.  We  find  in  this  discourse 
of  Paul  nothing  of  an  ill-timed  zeal,  nothing  like  declamatory 
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pomp;  it  is  distinguished  for  clearness, brevity,  coherence,  and  sim 
plicity  of  representation."  Dr.  Robinson,  speaking  under  the  im 
pression  produced  on  his  mind  by  a  personal  survey  of  the  scene, 
says  that,  "  masterly  "  as  the  address  is,  as  we  read  it  under  ordi 
nary  circumstances,  "  the  full  force  and  energy  and  boldness  of 
the  apostle's  language  can  be  duly  felt  only  when  one  has  stood 
upon  the  spot." ]  The  writer  can  never  forget  the  emotions  of 
thrilling  interest,  which  were  excited  in  his  own  mind,  as  he  read 
and  rehearsed  the  discourse,  on  that  memorable  rock.  —  We 
have  first  the  introduction,  which,  in  the  technical  language  of 
rhetoric,  is  eminently  conciliatory.  The  apostle  begins  by  ac 
knowledging  and  commending  the  respect  of  the  Athenians  for 
religion  (v.  22.  23).  He  states  next,  at  the  close  of  v.  23,  his 
design,  which  is  to  guide  their  religious  instincts  and  aspirations 
to  their  proper  object,  i.  e.  to  teach  them  what  God  is,  his  nature 
and  attributes,  in  opposition  to  their  false  views  and  practices  as 
idolaters.  He  goes  on,  then,  in  pursuance  of  this  purpose,  to  an 
nounce  to  them,  first,  that  God  is  the  Creator  of  the  outward, 
material  universe  (v.  24)  ;  secondly,  that  he  is  entirely  independ 
ent  of  his  creatures,  having  all-sufficiency  in  himself  (v.  25)  ; 
thirdly,  that  he  is  the  Creator  of  all  mankind,  notwithstanding 
their  separation  into  so  many  nations  and  their  wide  dispersion 
on  the  earth  (v.  26)  ;  and,  fourthly,  that  he  has  placed  men,  as 
individuals  and  nations,  in  such  relations  of  dependence  on  him 
self  as  render  it  easy  for  them  to  see  that  he  is  their  Creator  and 
sovereign  Disposer,  and  that  they  are  the  creatures  of  his  power 
and  goodness ;  and  that  it  is  their  duty  to  seek  and  serve  him 
(v.  27.  28).  The  ground  has  thus  been  won  for  the  application 
which  follows.  At  this  point  of  the  discourse,  stretching  forth 
his  hand,  as  we  may  well  suppose,  towards  the  gorgeous  images 
within  sight,  he  exclaims  :  "  We  ought  not,  therefore,  to  suppose 
that  the  Deity  is  like  unto  gold,  or  silver,  or  stone,  sculptured  by 
the  art  and  device  of  men"  (v.  29).  And  that  which  men  ought 
not  to  do,  they  may  not  safely  do  any  longer.  It  was  owing  to 
the  forbearance  of  God  that  they  had  been  left  hitherto  to  pursue 
their  idolatry  without  any  signal  manifestation  of  his  displeasure ; 

1  Some  object  that  the  speech  has  been  over-praised,  because  Paul  did  not  suc 
ceed  in  bringing  it  to  a  formal  close.  The  astonishment  which  one  feels  as  he 
reads  the  address  is  not  that  the  speaker  was  interrupted  at  length,  when  he  came 
to  announce  to  the  Athenians  the  peculiar  doctrines  of  Christianity,  but  that  he 
could  command  their  attention  so  long,  while  he  bore  down  with  such  effect  on 
their  favorite  opinions  and  prejudices,  exposed  their  errors,  and  arraigned  them  as 
guilty  of  the  grossest  inconsistency  and  absurdity  of  conduct. 
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they  were  now  required  to  repent  of  it  and  forsake  it  (v.  30), 
because  a  day  of  righteous  judgment  awaited  them,  which  had 
been  rendered  certain  by  the  resurrection  of  Christ  (v.  31).  Here 
their  clamors  interrupted  him.  It  is  not  difficult,  perhaps,  to  con 
jecture  what  he  would  have  added.  It  only  remained,  in  order 
to  complete  his  well-known  circle  of  thought  on  such  occasions, 
that  he  should  have  set  forth  the  claims  of  Christ  as  the  object 
of  religious  hope  and  confidence,  that  he  should  have  exhorted 
them  to  call  on  his  name  and  be  saved.  —  It  will  be  seen,  there 
fore,  by  casting  the  eye  back,  that  we  have  here  all  the  parts  of 
a  perfect  discourse,  viz.  the  exordium,  the  proposition  or  theme, 
the  proof  or  exposition,  the  inferences  and  application.  It  is  a 
beautiful  specimen  of  the  manner  in  which  a  powerful  and  well- 
trained  mind,  practised  in  public  speaking,  conforms  spontane 
ously  to  the  rules  of  the  severest  logic.  One  can  readily  believe, 
looking  at  this  feature  of  the  discourse,  that  it  was  pronounced 
by  the  man  who  wrote  the  Epistles  to  the  Romans  and  Galatians, 
where  we  see  the  same  mental  characteristics  so  strongly  re 
flected.  As  we  must  suppose,  at  all  events,  that  the  general 
scheme  of  thought,  the  nexus  of  the  argument,  has  been  pre 
served,  it  does  not  affect  our  critical  judgment  of  the  discourse 
whether  we  maintain  that  it  has  been  reported  in  full,  or  that  a 
synopsis  only  has  been  given.  On  this  point  opinions  differ. 

VERSES  22-31.      The  Speech  of  Paul  on  Mars'  Hill 


V.  22.  (rra^et's.  Paul  spoke  of  course  in  the  open  air.  A  skil 
ful  hand  has  pictured  to  us  the  scene.  "  He  stood  on  that  hill  in 
the  centre  of  the  Athenian  city,  and  with  a  full  view  of  it.  The 
temple  of  the  Eumenides  was  immediately  below  him,  and  if  he 
looked  to  the  east,  he  beheld  the  Propylgea  of  the  Acropolis  front 
ing  him,  and  the  Parthenon  rising  above  him  ;  and  on  his  left  the 
bronze  colossus  of  Minerva,  the  champion  of  Athens,  and  the 
temple  of  Victory  to  the  right  ;  behind  him  was  the  temple  of 
Theseus;  and  a  countless  multitude  of  smaller  temples  and  altars 
in  the  Agora  and  Ceramicus  below  him."  Wordsworth,  p.  85. 
See  also  his  "  Athens  and  Attica,"  Ch.  XI.  —  &  /xeVw  rov  'Apeiov 
Trdyov  could  be  said  of  a  place  or  an  assembly.  It  is  one  of  the 
ambiguous  expressions  adverted  to  above  (p.  281),  which  leave 
it  uncertain  whether  'Apctov  Trdyov  is  to  be  understood  of  the  hill 
or  the  court  assembled  there.  —  cu/Spc?  'A^vatot.  The  remark  just 
made  is  to  be  repeated  here.  It  is  the  style  of  address  which 
Paul  would  necessarily  use  in  speaking  to  a  concourse  of  Athe- 
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nians ;  and  at  the  same  time,  he  might  use  it  in  speaking  before 
judges.  In  the  latter  case,  however,  the  Greeks  oftener  said 
*>  avSp*s  SiKaoTcu.  See  Stalb.  Plat.  Apol.  17.  A.  —  Kara  Trdvra,  in 
every  respect,  as  it  were,  in  every  possible  mode  of  exhibition.  — 
ws  Seio-tSai/Aovecrrepovs  tyxas  ^ewpw,  as  (i.  e.  those  who  correspond  to 
this  character)  more  religious,  sc.  than  others,  I  see  you  (De  Wet. 
Win.).  See  W.  $  35.  4.  For  the  suppressed  term  of  the  com 
parison,  see  on  v.  21.  Josephus  (Contr.  Ap.  2.  11)  calls  the 
Athenians  rovs  evo-e^etrTarov?  TOJV  'EAArJvwv.  See  other  testimonies 
in  Wetstein.  Seto-tSai/Aoveo-repovs  (a  vox  media)  may  signify  also 
more  superstitious.  It  is  improbable,  as  a  matter  of  just  rhetoric, 
that  .the  apostle  employed  it  in  that  reproachful  sense  at  the  out 
set  of  his  remarks.  That  he  used  it  in  a  good  sense  is  evident 
for  another  reason.  "  He  proceeds,"  says  Neander,  "  to  deduce 
their  seeking  after  God  (which  he  doubtless  considered  as  some 
thing  good)  from  this  Seio-iScu/wwa  (comp.  25,  19),  or  religious 
propensity,  so  prevalent  among  the  Athenians.  He  announced 
himself  as  one  who  would  guide  their  SewrtSat/xovta,  not  rightly  con 
scious  of  its  object  and  aim,  to  a  state  of  clear  self-consciousness 
by  a  revelation  of  the  object  to  which  it  thus  ignorantly  tended." 
V.  23.  KOL  dva^ewpcov  ....  /?w/x,ov,  and  closely  observing  the  ob 
jects  of  your  religious  veneration,  I  found  also  an  altar,  a-epao-para 
denotes,  not  acts  of  worship,  devotions  (E.  V.),  but  temples, 
images,  altars,  and  the  like.  It  is  a  generic  term,  under  which 
Kat  arranges  /3co/xov  as  one  of  the  class.  —  eVeyeypaTn-o  (pluperf.), 
/tad  been  inscribed,  includes  the  present,  and  is  to  be  explained 
like  the  imperfect  in  v.  21.  —  ayj/worw  Stu,  to  an  unknown  God. 
"  That  there  was,  at  least,  one  altar  at  Athens  with  this  inscrip 
tion,"  says  Meyer,  "  would  appear  as  historically  certain  from  this 
passage  itself,  even  though  other  testimonies  were  wanting,  since 
Paul  appeals  to  a  fact  of  his  own  observation,  and  that,  too,  in 
the  presence  of  the  Athenians  themselves."  But  the  existence 
of  such  altars  at  Athens  is  well  attested  by  competent  witnesses. 
Philostratus,  in  his  Life  of  Apollonius  (6.  2),  says : 
•jrf.pl  TrdwfDV  $€u»i/  cv  Xeyctv  Kai  ravra  'A^vr/cnv,  ov  KOI  dyvworcov 
/?w/Aot  iftpwrai,  i.  e.  It  is  more  discreet  to  speak  well  of  all  the  gods, 
and  especially  at  Athens,  where  are  erected  altars  also  of  unknown 
gods.  Pausanias,  in  his  Description  of  Attica  (1.  1),  says  that 
such  altars  (/3o>/xoi  Se&v  dyvcooTcov)  existed  at  Phaleron,  one  of  the 
harbors  of  Athens.  It  has  been  made  a  question,  how  we  are  to 
understand  the  use  of  the  plural  in  these  passages  ;  whether  as 
referring  to  the  number  of  the  altars  on  which  the  inscription 
occurred,  or  to  the  number  of  the  gods  to  whom  the  altars  were 


286  COMMENTARY.  CHAP.  XVII,  23. 

dedicated.  Some  have  assumed  the  latter  as  the  correct  view ; 
and  have  said  that  Paul  has  arbitrarily  changed  the  plural  into  the 
singular,  in  order  to  accommodate  the  fact  to  his  purpose  ;  or 
even  that  the  writer,  by  this  inaccuracy,  has  betrayed  himself  as 
a  person  who  had  no  direct  knowledge  of  the  circumstances 
which  he  professes  to  relate.  But  even  if  the  inscription  on  these 
altars  was  in  the  plural,  it  does  not  follow  that  Paul  may  not 
have  found  one  having  the  language  which  he  recites.  Here 
would  be  Luke's  positive  testimony  to  t*he  fact,  and  that  out 
weighs  the  mere  silence  of  other  writers.  Such  appears  to  be 
Bengel's  view.  Again,  it  would  not  follow  that  he  has  necessa 
rily  misrepresented  the  sense,  admitting  that  he  may  have  sub 
stituted  the  singular  for  the  plural.  The  heathen  writers  often 
employed  $eoi  to  convey  the  general  idea  of  divine  power,  provi 
dence,  deity,  and  the  like.1  With  that  meaning,  the  plural  could 
be  relinquished  for  the  singular,  or  the  singular  for  the  plural,  just 
as  an  individual  pleased.  Here  the  apostle  might  have  preferred 
$e(3,  merely  for  the  sake  of  its  stricter  formal  accordance  with  the 
doctrine  which  he  was  about  to  advance.  Kuinoel  appears  at  a 
loss  to  decide  whether  the  plural  in  the  case  under  remark  has 
reference  to  the  number  of  the  altars,  or  to  that  of  the  gods. 
Some,  as  Calvin  and  Olshansen,  apparently  concede  that  Paul 
deviated  from  the  strict  form  of  the  inscription,  but  deny  that  he 
violated  its  proper  import,  or  availed  himself  of  any  unworthy 
artifice.  —  But  even  the  appearance  of  a  difficulty  here  vanishes 
entirely,  when  we  give  to  the  language  of  Philostratus  and  Pau- 
sanias  the  interpretation,  which  is  beyond  any  reasonable  doubt 
the  correct  one.  Winer  states  his  view  of  the  case  thus  :  "  It  by 
no  means  follows  from  the  passages  (of  the  writers  above  named), 
that  each  single  one  of  the  altars  mentioned  by  them  had  the  in 
scription  dyvwo-Tois  -Scots  in  the  plural,  but  more  naturally  that  each 
one  separately  was  dedicated  ayvuo-Tw  $e<3 ;  but  this  singular  the 
narrators  were  obliged  to  change  into  the  plural,  because  they 
spoke  of  all  those  altars  in  a  collective  way.  It  appears,  there 
fore,  that  there  were  several  altars  in  different  places  at  Athens 
with  the  inscription  dyvaxrra)  $eu>."  See  his  E-ealw.  I.  p.  111. 
Such  is  the  decision,  also,  of  Eichhorn,  Hess,  Hemsen,  Meyer, 
De  Wette,  and  others.  It  should  be  added  that  several  of  the 
older  commentators  render  dyi/oWo)  £ea>,  to  the  unknown  God,  sup 
posing  the  God  of  the  Jews,  i.  e.  Jehovah,  to  be  meant.  Such 

1  For  examples  of  this  interchange,  see  the  passages  collected  by  Pfanner  in  his 
Systema  Theologiae  Gentilis  Purioris,  p.  102,  and  elsewhere. 
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a  view  mistranslates  the  Greek,  and  violates  all  historical  proba 
bility. —  The  precise  historical  origin  of  the  altars  at  Athens 
bearing  this  inscription  has  been  disputed.  The  conjectures  are 
various.  One  is,  that  they  were  very  ancient,  and  that  it  was  at 
length  forgotten  to  whom  they  had  been  originally  built;  and 
that  the  words  in  question  were  placed  on  them  at  a  later  period, 
to  apprise  the  people  that  it  was  unknown  to  what  gods  they 
belonged.  If  that  was  their  character,  it  is  not  easy  to  see  what 
proper  point  of  connection  the  apostle  could  have  found  for  his 
remark  with  such  a  relic  of  sheer  idolatry.  Another  is,  that,  in 
some  time  or  times  of  public  calamity,  the  Athenians,  not  know 
ing  what  god  they  had  offended,  whether  Minerva  or  Jupiter  or 
Mars,  erected  these  altars  so  as  to  be  sure  of  propitiating  the 
right  one.  The  same  objection  may  be  made  as  before  ;  since 
their  ignorance  in  this  case  relates  merely  to  the  identity  of  the 
god  whom  they  should  conciliate,  and  involves  no  recognition  of 
any  power  additional  to  their  heathen  deities.  The  most  rational 
explanation  is  unquestionably  that  of  those  who  suppose  these 
altars  to  have  had  their  origin  in  the  feeling  of  uncertainty,  inherent, 
after  all,  in  the  minds  of  the  heathen,  whether  their  acknowledg 
ment  of  the  superior  powers  was  sufficiently  full  and  compre 
hensive  ;  in  their  distinct  consciousness  of  the  limitation  and 
imperfection  of  their  religious  views,  and  their  consequent  desire 
to  avoid  the  anger  of  any  still  unacknowledged  god  who  might 
be  unknown  to  them.  That  no  deity  might  punish  them  for  neg 
lecting  his  worship,  or  remain  uninvoked  in  asking  for  blessings, 
they  not  only  erected  altars  to  all  the  gods  named  or  known 
among  them,  but,  distrustful  still  lest  they  might  not  comprehend 
fully  the  extent  of  their  subjection  and  dependence,  they  erected 
them  also  to  any  other  god  or  power  that  might  exist,  although  as 
yet  unrevealed  to  them.  —  No  one  can  say  that  this  explanation 
ascribes  too  much  discernment  to  the  heathen.  Not  to  insist  on 
other  proofs,  such  expressions  as  the  comprehensive  address,  — 
At  o  deorum  quicquid  in  ccslo  regit  (Horat.  Epod.  5.  1)  ;  the  oft- 
used  formula  in  the  prayers  of  the  Greeks  and  Romans,  Si  deo, 
si  dece ;  and  the  superstitious  dread,  which  they  manifested  in  so 
many  ways,  of  omitting  any  deity  in  their  invocations,  prove  the 
existence  of  the  feeling  to  which  reference  has  been  made.  Out 
of  this  feeling,  therefore,  these  altars  may  have  sprung ;  because 
the  supposition  is  so  entirely  consistent  with  the  genius  of  poly 
theistic  heathenism ;  because  the  many-sided  religiousness  of 
the  Athenians  would  be  so  apt  to  exhibit  itself  in  some  such  de 
monstration ;  and,  especially,  because  Paul  could  then  appeal 
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with  so  much  effect  to  such  an  avowal  of  the  insufficiency  of 
heathenism,  and  to  such  a  testimony  so  borne,  indirect,  yet  sig 
nificant,  to  the  existence  of  the  one  true  God.  —  Under  these 
circumstances,  an  allusion  to  one  of  these  altars  by  the  apostle 
would  be  equivalent  to  his  saying  to  the  Athenians  thus  :  "  You 
are  correct  in  acknowledging  a  divine  existence  beyond  any  which 
the  ordinary  rites  of  your  worship  recognize ;  there  is  such  an 
existence.  You  are  correct  in  confessing  that  this  Being  is  un 
known  to  you ;  you  have  no  just  conceptions  of  his  nature  and 
perfections."  He  could  add  then  with  truth ,  ov  ovv  ....  Karayye'A.- 
Aa)  vfjCw,  WTtom,  therefore,  not  knowing,  ye  worship,  this  one  I  an 
nounce  unto  you.  The  inverted  order  gives  point  to  the  declara 
tion,  dyvoowres  has  the  same  object  as  the  verb,  and  means  hav 
ing  no  just  knowledge  of  him  whom  they  worshipped ;  not  igno- 
rantly,  as  if  they  did  not  know  whither  their  worship  was  direct 
ed.  The  word  points  back  evidently  to  dyvworo).  Later  editors 
read  o  .  .  .  .  TOVTO,  instead  of  ov  ....  rovrov ;  in  which  case  $e(3  in 
th£  inscription  would  be  taken  more  abstractly  as  a  divine  pow 
er.  The  external  evidence  is  not  decisive.  Meyer  defends  the 
common  reading  in  his  first  edition,  and  the  other  in  his  second. 
The  personal  sense  of  $eu>  may  have  been  thought  to  concede 
too  much  to  heathenism,  and  so  have  caused  the  pronouns  to  be 
changed.  evo-e/Seire  has  seemed  to  some  a  strong  term,  as  the 
cognate  words  in  the  New  Testament  always  express  the  idea 
of  true  piety ;  but  the  term  occurs  further  only  in  1  Tim.  5,  4, 
and  denotes  there,  not  the  exercise  of  piety,  but  of  something 
merely  kindred  to  it,  filial  reverence.  It  needs  only  a  similar 
modification  to  adapt  it  to  the  use  required  here. 

V.  24.  The  God  whom  Paul  announced  is  the  Maker  of  all 
things,  and,  as  such,  necessarily  distinct  from  their  false  gods. 
That  is  the  point  of  connection  between  this  verse  and  the  pre 
ceding.  —  ouros  ....  i>7ra.pxa>v,  this  one  (by  his  right  as  Creator) 
being  the  Lord,  Sovereign,  of  heaven  and  earth.  It  was  self-evi 
dent,  therefore,  that  he  was  not  to  be  confounded  with  any  of 
their  idols,  whose  existence  was  limited  by  the  space  which  they 
occupied. — x€lP07ro"?TOts»  made  with  hands,  is  contrasted  with  6 
Troojo-as  ....ei/  avraS.  —  ev  vaots.  The  statues  or  images  were 
kept  in  the  recesses  of  the  temple.  —  /carotKet.  The  mass  of  the 
heathen  in  practice  made  no  difference  between  the  symbol  and 
its  object;  the  block  was  the  god  (comp.  19,  26). 

V.  25.  The  apostle  illustrates  the  character  of  the  true  God 
still  further,  by  another  contrast  between  him  and  the  deities  of 
the  heathen.  He  is  independent  of  his  creatures;  he  needs 
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no  thing  from  them ;  they  can  earn  no  merit  by  serving  him.  — 
owSe  ....  £epa7reu€Tai,  and  (after  a  preceding  negative)  he  is  not 
ministered  unto  by  human  hands,  or  hands  of  'men.  dj/^/jwTrtVwv  is 
a  more  correct  reading,  than  avSpuTrw  (T.  11.).  The  verb  here 
implies  more  than  mere,  worship.  The  heathen  considered  ft 
meritorious  to  lavish  wealth  on  the  temples  and  shrines  of  their 
idols ;  they  brought  to  them  costly  gifts,  and  even  offerings  of 
food  and  drink,  as  if  they  stood  in  need  of  such  things,  and 
could  be  laid  under  obligation  to  their  worshippers.  The  prayer 
of  Chryses,  priest  of  Apollo,  in  II.  1.  37  sq.,  expresses  the  true 
spirit  of  heathenism  in  this  respect : 


"  If  e'er  with  wreaths  I  hung  thy  sacred  fane, 
Or  fed  the  flames  with  fat  of  oxen  slain, 
God  of  the  silver  how  !  thy  shafts  employ, 
Avenge  thy  servant,  and  the  Greeks  destroy." 


TIVOS,  as  if  needing  something  besides,  i.  e.  (note  the 
compound)  out  of  himself  as  necessary  to  his  perfection.  —  avros 
SiSovs,  since  he  himself  gives,  avro's  is  emphatic  as  opposed  to  the 
idea  that  his  creatures  are  able  to  give  to  him.  —  TU  Trdvra,  the 
whole,  i.  e.  of  the  things  which  they  enjoy.  In  such  an  expression, 
rd  restricts  the  adjective  to  the  class  of  objects  intimated  by  the 
preceding  words  or  the  context.  Some  editors  omit  the  article 
here.  Compare  Rom.  8,  32 ;  1  Cor.  9,  22 ;  Phil.  3,  8,  etc.  But 
in  most  of  these  passages,  too,  the  manuscripts  fluctuate. 

V.  26.  eTToir/cre  re,  K.  T.  A.,  and  he  made  of  one  blood  every  nation, 
of  men  that  they  should  dwell.  This  is  the  more  obvious  view  of 
the  construction,  and  is  the  one  which  has  been  generally 
adopted.  Yet  several  of  the  best  critics  (Kuin.  De  Wet.  Mey. 
Alf.)  regard  TTOLUV  here  as  an  instance  of  its  use  with  an  accusa 
tive  and  infinitive,  like  that  in  Matt.  5,  32 ;  Mark  7,  37,  and  trans 
late  :  and  he  caused  every  nation  of  men  (sprung)  from  one  blood  to 
dwell.  KaroiKeti/  connects  itself  more  easily  in  this  way,  it  is  true, 
with  the  rest  of  the  sentence ;  but  the  facility  thus  gained  ren 
ders  the  expression  hard  at  e£  eyos  ai/xaros,  so  that  we  must  supply 
a  word  to  make  the  thought  flow  smoothly.  The  main  idea  be 
yond  question  is,  that  God  has  created  the  entire  human  race 
from  a  common  stock ;  and  the  more  prominent  way,  therefore,  in 
which  the  translation  first  stated  brings  forward  this  proposition, 
appears  to  me  to  be  a  reason  for  preferring  it.  It  is  an  objection 
to  the  other  mode,  that  it  assigns  a  too  subordinate  place  to  the 

37 
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principal  thought.  But  why  does  the  apostle  single  out  thus  the 
universal  brotherhood  of  the  race  ?  Olshausen  says  it  was  intend 
ed  as  a  reproof  to  the  Athenians  for  their  contempt  of  the  Jews. 
Meyer,  Neander,  De  Wette,  and  others,  consider  it  as  directed 
essentially  against  the  polytheism  of  tlxe  heathen.  If  all  are  the 
children  of  a  common  parent,  then  the  idea  of  a  multiplicity  of 
gods  from  whom  the  various  nations  have  derived  their  origin, 
or  whose  protection  they  specially  enjoy,  must  be  false.  The 
doctrine  of  the  unity  of  the  race  is  closely  interwoven  with  that 
of  the  unity  of  the  divine  existence.  This  more  comprehensive 
view  of  the  meaning,  however,  does  not  exclude  the  other;  since, 
if  all  nations  have  the  same  creator,  it  would  at  once  occur  that 
nothing  can  be  more  absurd  than  the  feeling  of  superiority  and 
contempt  with  which  one  affects  to  look  down  upon  another.  As 
the  apostle  had  to  encounter  the  prejudice  which  was  entertained 
against  him  as  a  Jew,  his  course  of  remark  was  doubly  pertinent, 
if  adapted  at  the  same  time  to  remove  this  hinderance  to  a  can 
did  reception  of  his  message.  —  KOTOI/CCO/  is  the  infinitive  of  de 
sign.  The  various  lands  which  the  different  families  of  mankind 
occupied,  with  all  the  advantages  connected  with  their  position, 
God  had  assigned  to  them ;  comp.  Deut.  32,  8 ;  Ps.  115, 16.  Yea, 
he  had  proceeded  from  the  very  first  with  a  view  to  their  welfare. 
He  designed,  in  creating  men,  that  they  should  inhabit  and 
possess  the  earth  as  their  own ;  that  they  should  all  of  them 
enjoy  the  manifold  blessings  allotted  to  them  in  the  various 
places  of  their  abode.  It  was  to  him  that  they  were  indebted 
for  what  they  enjoyed,  and  not  to  accident,  or  their  own  enter 
prise,  or  the  favor  of  some  imaginary  god.  The  remark,  made 
as  applicable  to  all  lands,  has  its  justification  in  the  fact,  that, 
notwithstanding  the  inequalities  which  diversify  the  condition 
of  nations,  they  have  severally  their  peculiar  advantages ;  it  is 
natural  for  every  people  to  esteem  their  own  country,  in  some 
respects  at  least,  as  the  best.1  But  the  remark  was  specially 
aimed,  beyond  doubt,  at  the  feeling  of  self-congratulation  with 
which  the  Athenians  were  prone  to  contemplate  the  peculiar 
felicity  of  their  own  position,  their  national  renown,  their  past 
and  present  prosperity.  This  view  of  the  meaning  prepares  the 
way  for  the  thought  which  is  next  introduced.  —  opto-as  ....  rqs 
KarotKtas  avroov,  having  fixed  the  appointed  seasons  and  limits  of  their 
abode.  The  second  participle  repeats  the  idea  of  the  first,  not 

1  Tacitus  has  recognized  this  principle  in  his  fine  remark  (Germ.§  2),  — "  Infor- 
mem  terris,  asperam  coelo,  nisi  si  patria  sit." 
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superfluously,  but  with  the  evident  effect  of  affirming  it  more 
strongly.  The  approved  reading  is  Trpoorrcray/xeVov?,  rather  than 
Trporeray/zeVous  ( T.  R.).  The  apostle,  by  adding  this,  admonishes 
the  Athenians  that  they,  like  every  other  people,  had  not  only 
received  their  peculiar  advantages  from  the  common  Creator, 
but  that  they  could  hold  them  only  during  the  continuance  of  his 
good-will  and  favor.  In  assigning  to  the  nations  their  respective 
abodes,  he  had  fixed  both  the  seasons  of  their  prosperity  and  the 
limits  of  their  territory,  i.  e.  it  was  he  who  decided  when  and  how 
long  they  should  flourish,  and  how  far  their  dominion  should 
extend.  We  have  the  same  idea  exactly  in  Job  12,  23.  The 
remark  was  adapted  both  to  rebuke  their  spirit  of  self-elation, 
and  to  warn  them  of  the  danger  of  slighting  a  message  from 
Him  who  had  their  destiny  so  perfectly  at  his  command.  Some 
explain  these  last  words  as  referring  to  the  limits  which  God 
has  assigned  to  the  lives  of  men  individually :  they  have  their 
appointed  seasons  and  bounds,  beyond  which  they  cannot  pass. 
But  that  idea  lies  out  of  the  present  circle  of  view,  as  the 
subject  of  discourse  here  relates  to  nations  and  not  to  individuals. 
It  is  also  philologically  inadmissible ;  since  avruv  can  naturally 
refer  to  avSpwirwv  only  as  connected  with  TTO.V  «$i/os.  —  The  anti- 
polytheistic  aim,  which  forms  to  such  an  extent  the  ground-tone 
of  the  discourse,  is  to  be  recognized  perhaps,  also,  in  this  part  of 
it.  The  separation  of  men  into  so  many  different  nations  might 
seem  to  oppose  the  idea  of  their  common  parentage ;  ».hat  separ 
ation  itself  is,  therefore,  represented  by  the  apostle  as  having 
been  contemplated  in  the  divine  plan.  —  It  will  be  observed  that 
what  the  apostle  affirms  in  this  verse  as  true  of  God  is,  also, 
intended  to  be  denied  in  regard  to.  polytheism.  The  conception, 
therefore,  thus  brought  before  the  minds  of  his  heathen  auditors, 
was  a  vast  one.  All  that  power  exerted  in  giving  existence 
to  men,  controlling  their  destiny,  exalting  entire  nations  or 
casting  them  down,  which  they  had  parcelled  out  among  such 
an  infinity  of  gods,  they  are  now  led  to  concentrate  in  a  single 
possessor;  they  obtain  the  idea  of  one  infinite  Creator  and 
Ruler. 

V.  27.  £rjT€Lv,  telic,  that  they  should  seek.  This  infinitive  at 
taches  itself  more  particularly  to  the  part  of  the  sentence  wm'ch 
commences  at  KarotKcu/,  and  states  the  moral  object  which  God 
had  in  view  with  reference  to  men,  in  making  such  provision  for 
their  convenience  and  happiness.  It  was  that  they  might  be  led, 
by  such  tokens  of  his  goodness,  to  seek  him,  i.  e.  a  more  perfect 
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knowledge  of  him  and  of  their  obligations  to  him.  Some,  on  the 
contrary,  make  the  infinitive  depend,  almost  wholly,  on  the  clause 
just  before,  and  find  the  connection  to  be  this  :  that,  excited  by 
the  proofs  of  his  power,  as  manifested  in  the  varying  fortunes  of 
nations,  they  should  seek,  etc.  But  as  already  explained,  the  con 
trolling  idea  in  that  clause  is  that  of  the  goodness  of  God  (subject, 
as  to  its  continuance,  to  the  divine  pleasure) ;  while  that  of  his 
power,  as  displayed  in  the  infliction  of  judgments,  is  only  inci 
dentally  involved.  Again,  that  clause  is  a  subordinate  one,  as  its 
structure  shows,  and  that  it  should  break  off  ^T^LV  so  much  from 
the  main  part  of  the  sentence  would  be  violent.  —  et  apaye  .... 
evpow,  if  perhaps  they  might  feel  after  him  and  find  him.  \f/T)\a<f>r)- 
o-etav  denotes,  properly,  the  motions  of  a  blind  man,  who  gropes 
along  after  an  object  in  the  dark.  On  the  peculiar  ^Eolic  termi 
nation,  see  W.  $  13.  2.  d;  K.  $  116.  9;  B.  §  103.  marg.  14.  This 
verb  is  chosen,  as  well  as  the  problematical  form  of  the  expres 
sion  (ei  a/oaye),  because  the  apostle  would  concede  the  compara 
tive  indistinctness  of  the  light  which  the  heathen  have  to  guide 
them.  —  KcuToiye,  although  indeed.  This  clause  is  added  to  show 
that  the  concession  just  made  was  not  intended  to  exculpate  the 
heathen  for  their  estrangement  from  God.  Although  so  benighted 
as  to  be  compelled  to  grope  for  the  object  of  their  search,  it 
was  still  within  reach ;  they  had  not,  after  all,  so  far  to  go  for  a 
knowledge  of  God,  that  they  might  not  find  it  if  they  would. 
Compare  the  sentiment  with  14,  17,  and  especially  with  Rom. 
1,20. 

V.  28.  £u>/>i€v  KCU  KwovpeSa  KCU  eor/xev,  We  live  and  move  and  ex 
ist.  The  different  verbs  present  the  idea  on  every  side.  We 
derive  our  existence  solely  from  God ;  we  depend  on  Him,  every 
instant,  for  life,  activity,  being  itself.  Without  Him  we  should 
neither  continue  to  live,  nor  be  such  as  we  are,  nor  have  been  at 
all.  From  creatures  thus  dependent,  the  evidence  of  a  Creator 
cannot  be  very  deeply  hidden,  if  they  have  only  a  disposition  to 
seek  for  it.  —  tbs  KCU,  as  also,  i.  e.  the  sentiment  is  not  only  true, 
but  has  been  acknowledged.  —  KCI$'  v/xas,  among  you,  i.  e.  Greeks 
in  distinction  from  Jews ;  not  Athenians  in  distinction  from  other 
Greeks.  —  TOV  yap  KCU  yei/o?  ecr/xeV,  For  his  offspring  also  are  we. 
Derivation  implies  dependence.  The  creature  cannot  exist  apart 
from  the  Creator.  The  apostle  brings  forward  the  citation  cor 
rectly,  therefore,  as  parallel  in  sentiment  to  cV  avr<3  ....  ecr/xeV. 
He  quotes  it  as  an  avowal  that  we  owe  our  being  and  its  preser 
vation  to  a  higher  Power ;  the  mythological  idea  of  Jupiter  does 
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not  enter  into  the  meaning.1  TOV  stands  here  for  the  pronoun. 
W.  U7.  1 ;  S.  $  94.  1.  The  words  form  the  first  half  of  a  hex 
ameter,  and  are  found  in  Aratus,  a  Cilician  poet,  who  flourished 
about  B.  C.  270.  The  celebrated  Hymn  of  Cleanthes  to  Jupiter 
(v.  5)  contains  almost  the  same  words,  viz.  IK  o-ov  yap  yeVos  eV/xcV. 
The  same  idea,  variously  expressed,  occurs  in  several  other  Greok 
writers.  The  form  of  the  citation  the  apostle  took,  undoubtedly, 
from  Aratus,  but  says  rwts  ci/^/ccun,  because  he  would  generalize 
the  idea  as  if  he  had  said,  The  truth  is  so  plain  that  even  your 
poetry  recognizes  it  (see  on  v.  18).  According  to  some,  he  uses 
the  plural  because  he  had  in  mind  other  passages  where  the 
thought  is  found;  or,  according  to  others,  because  he  inferred 
that  so  obvious  a  remark  must  be  a  common  one.  yap  KOI,  as 
Meyer  observes  correctly,  has  no  logical  connection  with  Paul's 
speech,  but  is  to  be  viewed  merely  as  a  part  of  the  citation, 
which  it  was  necessary  to  retain  on  account  of  the  verse. 

V.  29.  ytvos  aw,  K.  r.  A..,  Since,  therefore,  we  are  the  offspring  of 
God.  The  inference  drawn  here  is,  that  idolatry  is  supremely 
absurd,  inasmuch  as  it  makes  that  which  is  destitute  of  life,  mo 
tion,  intelligence,  the  source  of  these  attributes  to  others.  Com 
pare  Isa.  44,  9  sq.  —  In  ofaiXoptv  Paul  connects  himself  with  them, 
and  thus  softens  the  rebuke. — xaP°-7lJI'aTL  stands  in  apposition  with 
the  nouns  which  precede,  i.  e.  the  state  or  form  of  the  materials 
just  enumerated,  artificially  wrought. 

V.  30.  The  relation  of  this  verse  and  the  one  following  to  the 
preceding  verse  is  this  :  Since  such  is  the  nature  of  idolatry,  you 
must  therefore  (ow)  repent  of  it,  because  God  now  lays  upon  you 
his  command  to  this  effect,  in  view  of  the  retributions  of  a  judg 
ment  to  come.  The  most  important  word  here  is  {orepiSwi/.  It 
does  not  occur  further  in  the  New  Testament,  but  is  found  often 
iii  the  Septuagint,  where  it  signifies  to  neglect,  which  is  its  proper 
classical  sense,  then  to  despise,  but  especially  to  suffer  to  pass  as 
if  unnoticed,  to  withhold  the  proof  of  noticing  a  thing  which  is,  at 
the  same  time,  a  matter  of  distinct  knowledge  ;  a  frequent  sense 
of  a^s  in  Hiphil  and  Hithpael  (see  Deut.  22,  3.  4,  etc.).  In  this 
last  signification,  the  verb  represents  perfectly  the  apostle's  mean 
ing  here.  God  had  hitherto  permitted  the  heathen  to  pursue 

1  No  more  than  in  the  words  of  Milton  :  — 

"  Fame  is  no  plant  that  grows  on  mortal  soil ; 
****** 
But  lives  and  spreads  aloft  by  those  pure  eyes, 
And  perfect  witness  of  all-judging  Jove." 
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their  own  way,  without  manifesting  his  sense  of  their  conduct, 
either  by  sending  to  them  special  messengers  to  testify  against 
it,  as  he  did  to  the  Jews,  or  by  inflicting  upon  them  at  once  the 
punishment  deserved.  The  idea  is  virtually  the  same,  therefore, 
as  that  of  ei'ao-e  in  14,  16,  and  Trape'Soo/cei/  in  Rom.  1,  24.  To  under 
stand  vTrcpiBuv  as  meaning  that  God  would  not  judge  or  punish 
the  heathen  for  the  sins  committed  in  their  state  of  idolatry, 
would  be  at  variance  with  Paul's  theology  on  this  subject  as  he 
has  unfolded  it  in  Rom.  1,  20;  2,  11  sq.  Not  only  so,  but  the 
repentance  which  the  apostle  now  calls  upon  them  to  exercise 
presupposes  their  guilt. 

V.  31.  Stem,  because,  states  the  reason  why  the  heathen  also, 
as  well  as  others,  must  repent ;  they  could  not,  without  this  pre 
paration,  be  safe  in  the  day  of  righteous  judgment  which  awaited 
them.  —  cv  avftpl  <5  wpto-e,  in  (the  person  of)  the  man  whom  he 
appointed.  avSpi  omits  the  article  because  a  definite  clause  fol 
lows.  W.  §  21.  4  ;  S.  §  89.  3.  w  stands,  by  attraction,  for  the 
accusative.  —  TTLO-TW  Trapacr^cbv  Tracrtv,  having  afforded  assurance  to 
all,  confirmation,  viz.  of  a  judgment  to  come.  It  is  impossible  to 
say  just  how  much  the  apostle  intended  to  represent  as  proved 
by  the  resurrection  of  Christ.  He  himself  referred  to  it,  un 
doubtedly,  in  the  first  place,  as  establishing  the  possibility  of 
such  a  resurrection  of  all  men  from  the  dead  as  was  involved  in 
his  doctrine  of  a  general  judgment;  but  whether  he  had  yet  de 
veloped  this  doctrine  so  far  that  the  Athenians  perceived  already 
this  bearing  of  the  fact,  is  uncertain.  It  "was  enough  to  excite 
their  scorn  to  hear  of  a  single  instance  of  resurrection.  Again, 
the  resurrection  of  Christ  from  the  dead  confirms  the  truth  of  all 
his  claims ;  and  one  of  these  was  that  he  was  to  be  the  judge  of 
men ;  see  John  5,  28,  29.  But  whether  the  apostle  meant  to  ex 
tend  the  argument  to  these  and  other  points,  we  cannot  decide, 
as  he  was  so  abruptly  silenced. 

VERSES  32-34.     Paul  is  interrupted  and  leaves  the  Assembly. 

V.  32.  The  apostle  was  heard  with  attention  until  he  came  to 
speak  of  the  resurrection  ;  when,  at  the  announcement  of  a  doc 
trine  which  sounded  so  strangely  to  the  ears  of  the  Athenians, 
some  of  them  broke  forth  into  expressions  of  open  contempt.  — 
avuoTcuriv  veKpw,  a  resurrection  of  the  dead.  Both  nouns  omit  the 
article  in  this  frequent  combination,  except  in  I  Cor.  15,  42.  W. 
$  19.  As  we  do  not  know  how  much  of  Paul's  idea  the  Atheni 
ans  had  apprehended,  it  is  doubtful  whether  we  are  to  take  the 
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plural  here  as  generic  or  numerical,  i.  e.  whether  Christ  merely 
be  meant,  or  men  in  general.  —  aKovo-o/xe^a  ....  Trept  TOVTOV,  We 
will  hear  thce  again  concerning  this,  viz.  matter ;  not  so  naturally 
masc.,  with  reference  to  avrov  in  v.  31.  It  is  disputed  whether 
we  are  to  understand  this  as  said  seriously,  or  as  a  courteous  re 
fusal  to  hear  any  thing  further  from  him.  The  latter  is  the  pre 
valent  view  ;  and  so  Kuinoel,  Hemsen,  De  Wette,  Meyer,  Bloom- 
field,  Howson.  The  manner  in  which  Paul  now  left  the  assembly, 
the  immediate  termination  of  his  labors  at  Athens,  and  the  ad 
versative  <5e  in  v.  34,  favor  this  interpretation.  Such  a  mode  of 
speaking,  too,  was  entirely  consonant  to  the  Athenian  character. 
Calvin,  Grotius,  Rosenmiiller,  Alford,  are  among  those  who  im 
pute  a  serious  meaning  to  the  language. 

V.  33.  KCU  oimos,  and  thus,  i.  e.  after  these  events,  or  with  such 
a  result;  comp.  20,  11;  28,  14. —  IK  //.eVov  aurtov,  i.  e.  of  those 
whom  he  had  addressed ;  not  from  the  city  (comp.  18,  1). 

V.  31.  rives  Se,  bat  certain  (Mey.  De  Wet.),  appears  to  be  con 
trasted,  in  the  writer's  mind,  with  what  is  stated  in  v.  32,  respect 
ing  the  effect  of  Paul's  speech ;  the  favorable  is  opposed  to  the 
unfavorable.  Yet  8e  may  be  continuative.  —  /coAAi^eVres  avrw,  not 
adhering,  but  joining,  attaching  themselves,  to  him.  —  6  'ApeoTra- 
ytrrys,  the  Areopagite,  i.  e.  one  of  the  judges  in  the  court  of  the 
Areiopagus.  The  number  of  these  judges  varied  at  different 
times.  Eusebius  and  other  ancient  writers  say  that  this  Diony- 
sius  became  afterwards  bishop  of  the  church  at  Athens,  and 
ended  his  life  as  a  martyr.  —  /cat  yvvr),  and  a  woman,  not  the  wife 
of  Dionysius,  as  some  have  said,  for  the  article  and  pronoun 
would  then  have  been  added  (comp.  5,  1) ;  or  at  least  the  article 
(comp.  24,  24).  It  has  been  inferred,  from  her  being  singled  out 
thus  by  name,  that  she  was  a  woman  of  rank,  but  beyond  this, 
nothing  is  known  of  her. 


CHAPTEE   XVIII. 

VERSES   1-11.     Arrival  of  Paul  at  Corinth,  and  his  Labors  there. 


V.  1.  CK  TCOV  'A&Tjvw.  Wieseler  limits  the  apostle's  stay  at 
Athens  to  fourteen  days.  The  estimate  is  necessarily  conjec 
tural.  It  is  certain  that,  although  Paul  spent  the  most  of  the  two 
next  years  in  Corinth  and  the  vicinity,  he  did  not  direct  his  steps 
again  to  that  city.  On  his  third  missionary  tour,  he  came  once 
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more  into  this  part  of  Greece,  but  at  that  time  passed  by  Athens, 
certainly  once  and  again,  without  repeating  his  visit  thither.  — 
ets  KopwSov.  The  distance  from  Athens  to  Corinth  by  land  is 
about  forty-five  miles.  The  summit  of  the  Acropolis  of  the  one 
city  can  be  distinctly  seen  from  that  of  the  other.  yXScv  does  not 
show  how  Paul  travelled.  The  voyage,  says  Wieseler,  could  be 
made  easily  in  two  days.  A  Greek  seaman  informed  the  writer 
that  with  a  very  fair  wind  he  had  made  the  passage  in  three 
hours,  though  on  the  average,  in  five  or  six  hours ;  that  in  bad 
weather  he  had  been  five  days  on  the  way.  The  steamers  be 
tween  the  Piraeus  and  Kalimaki,  the  eastern  port  of  the  modern 
Corinth,  occupy  usually  four  hours.  —  Corinth  at  this  period  was 
the  seat  of  the  Roman  proconsulate  for  Achaia,  or  the  southern 
province  of  Greece.  "In  consequence  of  its  situation,"  says  Ne- 
ander,  "  this  city  furnished  a  very  important  central  point  for  the 
extension  of  the  gospel  in  a  great  part  of  the  Roman  empire ; 
and  hence  Paul  remained  here,  as  in  other  similar  places,  a  longer 
time  than  was  otherwise  usual  for  him." 

V.  2.  'A/cvAou/.  The  nominative  is  'AKv'Aa?  (v.  26).  Aquila  and 
P/iscilla,  or  Prisca  (Rom.  16,  3),  were  Roman  names;  and  it  was 
common  for  Jews  to  assume  such  names  when  they  lived  out  of 
Palestine ;  see  on  13,  9.  That  Aquila  was  born  in  Pontus  har 
monizes  with  2,  9  and  1  Pet.  1,  1 ;  for  we  see  from  those  passages 
that  Jews  resided  in  that  country.  As  we  have  no  account  of 
his  conversion  at  Corinth,  the  probability  is  that  Aquila  embraced 
the  gospel  at  Rome.  So  Hemsen,  Olshausen,  Neander,  Wies 
eler,  and  others,  conclude.  Some  allege  nva  'lovSatov  as  proof 
that  he  was  still  unconverted  (Mey.  De  Wet);  but  he  is  intro 
duced  in  that  manner  on  account  of  what  follows.  The  notice 
apprises  us  that  he  was  one  of  the  Travras  'louSatovs,  whom  the 
decree  banished.  At  this  early  period  no  distinction  would  be 
made  between  Jews  and  Jewish  Christians.  Aquila  accompanied 
Paul  to  Ephesus  (v.  18.  26),  and  was  still  there  when  the  apostle 
wrote  the  First  Epistle  to  the  Corinthians  (1  Cor.  16,  19).  We 
find  him  at  Rome  again  when  Paul  wrote  the  Epistle  to  the  Ro 
mans  (Rom.  1 6,  3  sq.) ;  and  at  a  still  later  period  at  Ephesus  a 
second  time  (2  Tim.  4,  19).  The  nature  of  his  business  (v.  3) 
led  him  frequently  to  change  the  place  of  his  residence.  —  8ta  TO 
5tarcra^eVat,  K.  r.  X.,  because  Claudius  had  ordered,  etc.  Luke  refers 
unquestionably  to  the  edict  mentioned  by  Suetonius  (Claud,  c. 
25):  "JudsBOs,  impulsore  Chresto,  assidue  tumultuantes  Roma 
expulit."  Neander  remarks  on  that  passage  as  follows :  "  We 
might  suppose  that  some  factious  Jew  then  living,  of  this  name, 
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one  of  the  numerous  class  of  Jewish  freedmen  in  Rome,  was 
intended.  But  as  no  individual  so  universally  known  as  the 
Chrestus  of  Suetonius  seems  to  have  been  considered  by  that 
writer  is  elsewhere  mentioned ;  and  as  Xpwrros  was  frequently 
pronounced  Xprjo-ros  by  the  pagans,  it  is  quite  probable  that  Sueto 
nius,  who  wrote  half  a  century  after  the  event,  throwing  together 
what  he  had  heard  about  the  political  expectations  of  a  Messiah 
among  the  Jews,  and  the  obscure  and  confused  accounts  which 
may  have  reached  him  respecting  Christ,  was  thus  led  to  express 
himself  in  a  manner  so  vague  and  indefinite."  Church  History, 
Vol.  I.  p.  49.  The  Roman  historian  does  not  mention  the  year 
of  that  expulsion,  and  we  may  suppose  it  to  have  been  about 
A.  D.  52,  in  accordance  with  our  plan  of  chronology.  Trpoo-^arcos, 
lately,  shows  that  it  was  still  a  recent  event  when  Paul  arrived 
at  Corinth.  Some  writers  would  identify  this  decree  with  that  De 
mathematicis  Italia pellendis,  which  Tacitus  mentions  (Ann.  12. 52). 
The  mathematici,  or  as  they  were  also  called,  Chaldcei,  were  ban 
ished  on  the  ground  of  their  aiding  conspirators  against  the  em 
peror  by  the  use  of  their  art  as  astrologers.  Wieseler  (Chrono- 
logie,  p.  121  sq.)  argues  that  the  Jews  may  have  been  confounded 
with  that  class  of  men,  and  were  consequently  banished  by  the 
same  decree.  If  that  point  were  established,  it  would  furnish  a 
striking  confirmation  of  the  correctness  of  our  chronology ;  for 
the  edict  to  which  Tacitus  refers  can  be  shown  to  have  been 
published  in  A.  D.  52.  But  it  must  remain  uncertain  whether 
the  two  events  have  any  chronological  connection  with  each 
other. 

V.  3.  eipya£ero,  wrought,  labored  for  his  subsistence.  He  re 
minds  the  Corinthians  of  this  fact  in  1  Cor.  9,  6  sq.  and  2  Cor. 
11,  7  sq.  —  rjaav  yap,  K.  r.  A.,  for  they  were  tent-makers  as  to  the 
trade,  or  (with  rfj  re^i^,  according  to  Lchm.  Tsch.),  in  respect  to 
the  trade  (which  they  had),  rrjv  re^i/  would  be  a  limiting  accus 
ative  like  TOV  rpoVov  in  Jud.  v.  7.  W.  $  32.  6 ;  K.  $  279.  7.  The 
Jews,  more  especially  after  the  exile,  held  the  mechanic  arts  in 
high  estimation.  It  was  a  proverb  among  them  that  the  father 
who  neglected  to  bring  up  his  son  to  a  trade  taught  him  to  be  a 
thief.  The  composition  of  (T/O/I/OTTOKH  indicates  a  definite  sense. 
It  is  difficult  to  see  why  some  should  suppose  it  to  mean  manu 
facturers  of  tent-cloth.  It  has  not  been  shown  that  the  usage 
differed  from  the  etymology.  Tent-making  was  a  common  trade 
in  Cilicia,  the  native  country  of  the  apostle.  A  coarse  species 
of  goat's  hair,  called  cilicium,  was  produced  there  in  great  abun 
dance,  and  was  much  used  for  that  purpose.  A  person  accus- 

38 
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tomecl  to  Work  on  that  material  could  work,  doubtless,  on  any 
other.  Paul  had  acquired  the  trade,  in  all  probability,  during  his 
boyhood,  while  he  lived  at  Tarsus. 

V.  4.  SieXeyero,  discoursed  (imperf.)  from  week  to  week;  where 
as  Sit\€xdr)  (aorist),  in  v.  19,  refers  to  a  single  occasion. — 'EAAi^as, 
sc.  o-e/2o//,eVov?,  i.  e.  Greek  proselytes  who  attended  the  synagogue ; 
comp.  13,  43 ;  14,  1.  The  apostle  had  not  yet  addressed  himself 
to  the,  heathen ;  see  v.  6. 

V.  5.  In  ws  Se  Ka-rijXSov,  Now  when  they  came  down,  w?  is  not 
merely  temporal  (Alf),  but  represents  the  crvvd^ro  as  immedi 
ately  consequent  on  the  arrival  of  the  two  friends.  —  Macedonia 
denotes  here  the  Roman  province  of  that  name,  comprising  North 
ern  Greece  as  distinguished  from  Achaia,  or  Southern  Greece ;  see 
on  v.  1.  It  is  left  uncertain,  therefore,  from  what  particular  place 
Silas  and  Timothy  arrived  at  this  time.  Compare  on  v.  16. — 
o-wct^ero  TW  Ao'yo>,  was  engrossed  (lit.  held  together)  with  the  word 
(Vulg.  Kuin.  Olsh.  De  Wet.  Bmg.  Rob.).  The  arrival  'of  his 
associates  relieved  him  from  anxiety  which  had  pressed  heavily 
upon  him  (comp.  1  Thess.  3,  6  sq.) ;  and  he  could  now  devote 
himself  with  unabated  energy  to  his  work.  He  had  the  support 
also  of  their  personal  cooperation.  We  see  from  2  Cor.  1,  19, 
that  Silas  and  Timothy  took  an  active  part  in  the  proclamation 
of  the  gospel  at  Corinth.  We  see  also  from  1  Cor.  2,  3,  where 
the  apostle  says  that  he  was  among  the  Corinthians  "  in  weak 
ness  and  in  fear  and  much  trembling,"  that  he  was  in  a  state  of 
mind  to  need  urgently  the  presence  and  sympathy  of  such  coad 
jutors.  Some  say  it  means  simply  that  Silas  and  Timothy  found 
Paul  employed  thus  anxiously  when  they  arrived  (Mey.  Alf.) ; 
but  unless  they  had  something  to  do  with  the  fact,  it  would  be 
unimportant  whether  it  occurred  before  or  after  their  coming  :  its 
interest  in  that  case  lay  wholly  in  its  being  a  part  of  the  apos 
tle's  experience.  The  common  text  has  TW  Tn/e^cm  after  crwet^ero : 
he  was  impelled  by  the  Spirit,  or  by  his  own  spirit,  his  fervent  zeal 
(comp.  v.  25).  The  evidence  decides  for  ru>  Xdyw  as  the  original 
word  (Grsb.  Mey.  Tsch.). 

V.  6.  avTiracro-o/AeVcDi/  Se  aurioj/,  But  they  opposing  themselves,  is 
not  to  be  taken  as  explanatory  of  the  o-wet^ero  (against  Mey.), 
but  as  describing  the  conduct  of  the  Jews  occasioned  by  the 
apostle's  crwct^ero.  —  jSXao-tfirjfjiovvTwv,  blaspheming,  sc.  his  words, 
message;  comp.  13,  45;  19,  9.  —  eKrti/a^a/xej/os  ra  t/xarta,  shaking 
out  his  garments,  i.  e.  the  dust  upon  them,  as  a  witness  against 
them.  For  the  significancy  of  the  act,  see  on  13,  51.  —  TO  cufia 
vu.S)v,  your  blood,  i.  e.  the  consequences  of  your  guilt;  comp.  20,  26; 
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Ezek.  33,  5.  —  «ri  r^v  K^aX-^v,  sc.  eX^eVw  ;  comp.  Matt.  23,  35.  — 
Ko^apos  eyw,  /  am  pure,  have  discharged  my  duty.  Some  point 
the  text  so  as  to  read,  pure  I  henceforth  will  turn  unto  the  Gentiles 
(Lchm.  Alf.).  The  two  clauses  utter  the  idea  more  forcibly  than 
one,  and  are  better  suited  to  so  grave  a  declaration;  comp.  also 
20,  26  and  Matt.  27,  24.  On  the  nature  of  this  desertion  of  the 
Jews,  see  on  13,  46. 

V.  7.  /aeTa/3as  eKct^ev,  having  departed  from  there,  i.  e.  the  syna 
gogue  (see  v.  4),  not  from  the  city,  or  from  the  house  of  Aquila. 
—  T/X$ei/,  K.  T.  X.,  went  into  the  house  of  a  certain  Justus.  The 
meaning  is,  not  that  he  left  Aquila  and  went  to  lodge  with  Jus 
tus  (Alf),  but  that  he  preached  in  future  at  the  house  of  the 
latter,  which  was  so  much  the  more  convenient  because  it 
was  near  the  synagogue  where  they  had  been  accustomed  to 
assemble.  Paul  pursued  precisely  the  same  course  at  Ephesus  , 
see  19,  9.  —  o-e^o/xeVov  TOV  Seov,  worshipping  God,  describes  Jus 
tus  as  a  foreigner  who  had  embraced  Judaism,  but  was  not  yet 
a  believer.  He  opened  his  house  for  the  use  of  the  Christians, 
because  he  had  more  sympathy  with  them  than  with  the  Jews. 
His  moral  position  was  certainly  unique  ;  and  it  is  easy  to  be 
lieve  that  he  soon  exchanged  it  for  that  of  a  believer. 

V.  8.  Crispus  was  one  of  the  few  persons  at  Corinth  whom 
Paul  himself  baptized  ;  see  1  Cor.  1,  14.  —  eVcVmxre  crvv  oXu>  TO> 
oiKw  avrov,  believed  ivith  all  his  house.  Here  is  another  instance 
in  which  a  whole  family  received  the  gospel;  comp.  16,  15;  1 
Cor.  1,  16.  The  Apostolical  Constitutions  (VII.  46)  say  that 
Crispus  became  bishop  of  JEgina.  —  The  Corinthians  who  be 
lieved  were  native  Greeks  ;  not  Jews  at  Corinth.  —  eTrtoTevov  is 
imperfect,  from  the  relation  of  the  act  to  aKov'ovres. 

V.  9.  Si'  opa/xaros,  through  a  vision  as  the  medium  of  commu 
nication  ;  a  form  was  seen  as  well  as  a  voice  heard  (comp.  9,  12  ; 
16,  9;  22,  18).  —  p.rj  <£o/?oC,  Fear  not.  The  form  of  the  imperative 
implies  that  he  was  beginning  to  despond  ;  see  the  note  on  10, 
15.  —  XaXet,  continue  to  speak.  Observe  the  use  of  the  subjunctive 
aorist  in  the  next  verb. 

V.  10.  /cat  ovScts,  K.  T.  X.,  and  no  one  shall  attack  thee  (telic)  to 
injure  thee,  i.  e.  no  one  shall  attempt  it  with  success  (De  Wet.)  ; 
or  ecbatic,  so  as  to  injure  thee.  The  infinitive  with  TOV  denotes 
more  commonly  a  purpose.  The  Jews  made  an  effort  to  destroy 
the  apostle  after  this  promise  (v.  12  sq.),  but  were  defeated.  — 
Sum  ....  TroXvs,  because  I  have  much  people,  i.  e.  many  who  are 
appointed  to  become  such;  see  13,48,  and  15,  17.  Hence  the 
activity  of  the  apostle  must  have  free  scope  until  they  were  con 
verted. 
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V.  11.  eKa^to-e,  K.  T  A..,  And  he  abode  a  year  and  six  montlis. 
It  has  been  questioned  whether  this  designation  of  time  extends 
merely  to  the  arrest  mentioned  in  v.  12  (Mey.),  or  embraces  the 
entire  sojourn  at  Corinth.  "  I  regard  the  latter  view,"  says 
Wieseler,  (  Chronologie,  p.  46,)  "'as  undoubtedly  the  correct  one. 
This  appears,  in  the  first  place,  from  the  particle  re,  which  con 
nects  this  verse  in  the  closest  manner  with  what  precedes,  and 
consequently  with  eiTre  8e,  K.  T.  X.:  '  The  Lord  said,  Fear  not,  but 
speak  and  be  not  silent;  ....  and  so  (W.  §  53.  2)  he  abode  a 
year  and  six  months,  teaching  among  them  the  word  of  God.' 
The  main  thought  of  the  words  which  the  Lord  addresses  to 
Paul  in  the  vision  (v.  9,  10)  is  unquestionably,  '  Speak  in  this 
city,  and  be  not  silent,'  and  accordingly  the  period  of  time,  in  v. 
11,  during  which  the  apostle  obeys  this  command  of  Christ,  must 
refer  to  the  whole  time  in  which  he  had  spoken  at  Corinth  and 
was  not  silent,  i.  e.  must  include  the  time  until  his  departure. 
In  the  second  place,  this  follows  from  the  general  nature  of  the 
statement  :  '  he  abode  there  a  year  and  six  months  ;  '  comp. 
Luke  24,  49."  Anger  (p.  63)  adopts  the  same  conclusion.  De 
Wette  calls  it  the  prevalent  view,  but  prefers  the  other.  —  ev 
carrots,  among  them  in  the  city  (v.  10)  ;  see  on  8,  5. 

VERSES  12-17.     Paul  is  arraigned  before  Gallio. 

V.  12.  Gallio  was  a  brother  of  Seneca,  the  celebrated  moral 
ist.  His  original  name  was  Novatus.  He  assumed  that  of  Gal 
lio,  out  of  gratitude  to  a  distinguished  rhetorician  of  that  name, 
who  adopted  him  as  a  son.  Seneca  dedicated  his  books  De  Ira 
and  De  Vita  Beata,  to  this  brother.  In  one  of  his  Letters  (104) 
he  speaks  of  Gallio  as  having  resided  in  Achaia,  though  he  does 
not  mention  in  what  capacity  he  was  there.  Luke's  narrative 
represents  him  as  acting  a  part  in  striking  harmony  with  his  re 
puted  character.  He  was  known  among  his  contemporaries  as 
the  "  dulcis  Gallio."  He  had  the  social  qualities  which  make  a 
man  a  general  favorite.  "  Nemo  mortalium,"  says  Seneca,  "  uni 
tarn  dulcis  est,  quam  hie  omnibus."  (Qusest.  Nat.  L.  4,  Praef.) 
Luke's  ouSei/  TOVTWV  e/xeA.«/  in  v.  17  indicates  the  easy  temper 
which  contributes  so  much  to  personal  popularity.  Gallio,  like 
his  brother,  was  put  to  death  by  the  murderous  Nero.  —  dv^vTra- 
revovTo?  rrjs  'A^aia?,  was  governing  Achaia  as  proconsul.  This 
province  (see  on  v.  1)  consisted  of  Hellas  and  the  Peloponnesus. 
Here,  too,  we  have  a  striking  example  of  Luke's  accuracy.  Un 
der  Tiberius  (Tac.  Ann.  1.  76)  and  Caligula,  the  two  preceding 
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emperors,  Achaia  had  been  an  imperial  province,  governed  by 
propraetors.  But  Claudius  had  restored  it  to  the  Senate  ( Suet. 
Claud,  c.  25),  and  under  that  form  of  administration  its  govern 
ors  were  styled  proconsuls.  Paul  wa£  at  Corinth  in  the  reign  of 
Claudius.  Compare  the  note  on  13,  7.  —  eVi  TO  /ft}/xa,  before  the 
tribunal  The  /%ia  was  a  seat  or  chair  from  which  the  Roman 
magistrates  dispensed  justice.  It  was  sometimes  fixed  in  one 
place,  and  was  sometimes  movable  so  as  to  accommodate  the 
judge  wherever  he  might  wish  to  hold  his  court. 

V.  13.  Trapa  rov  vopov,  contrary  to  the  laiv,  not  of  the  Romans, 
but  of  the  Jews  (comp.  vo'/xov  TOV  KO$'  v/xas  in  v.  15)  ;  not  of  both 
Romans  and  Jews  (Lange),  as  the  charge  in  that  form  demanded 
investigation.  What  Luke  has  stated  here  is  a  summary  of  the 
charge.  That  the  JewS  went  more  into  detail  is  evident  from 
Gallio's  reply  in  v.  13. 

V.  14.  aSiKr)fjt.a  and  pa&iovpyr)p.a  designate  the  act  perhaps  legally 
and  ethically :  this,  as  an  offence  against  morality ;  that,  as  an 
offence  against  the  state  or  the  personal  rights  of  others.  —  av 
fjvco-xowv  v/xaiv,  I  would  have  suffered  you,  would  have  listened 
patiently  to  your  complaint ;  but  the  condition  in  the  protasis  not 
being  true,  he  could  not  now  do  it.  For  av  with  the  aorist  indica 
tive  in  the  subordinate  clause,  see  W.  $43.  2 ;  B.  $  139.  3.  2 ;  K. 
$  327.  b.  Gallio  makes  known  his  decision  as  a  thing  settled. 

V.  15.  Trcpl  Xoyov,  concerning  a  doctrine.  —  oVo/xarwi/,  names,  be 
cause  they  had  accused  Paul  of  teaching  that  Jesus  was  the  Mes 
siah.  —  KpiTys  yap,  K.  r.  A.,  For  I  do  not  wish  to  be  judge  of  these 
tilings,  yap  ( T.  R.)  is  logically  correct,  but  comes  from  a  copyist. 
It  was  out  of  his  province  to  take  cognizance  of  such  questions. 
The  Roman  laws  allowed  the  Jews  to  regulate  their  religious  af- 
airs  in  their  own  way.  Lysias  (23,  29)  and  Festus  (25,  19) 
placed  their  refusal  to  interfere  on  the  same  ground.  —  The  reply 
which  Luke  attributes  to  Gallio  has  been  justly  cited  as  a  mark 
of  that  candor  which  distinguishes  the  truth.  A  panegyrist,  a 
dishonest  narrator,  says  Paley,  would  be  too  jealous  for  the  honoi 
of  his  cause  to  represent  it  as  treated  superciliously  by  those  of 
eminent  rank. 

V.  16.  dTnjAao-ev  awoi's,  drove  them  aivay,  dispersed  them.  The 
verb  shows  that  they  left  reluctantly,  but  not  that  any  violence 
was  used.  A  peremptory  refusal,  a  decisive  manner  would  be 
sufficient  for  the  purpose. 

V.  17.  The  interpretation  of  this  passage  has  influenced  the 
text.  Some  of  the  younger  manuscripts  insert  ol  'lovScuot  after 
;  as  if  the  Jews,  disappointed  in  their  design  against  the 
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apostle,  attempted  as  their  next  resort  to  avenge  themselves  on 
one  of  his  principal  followers.  But  the  evidence  for  this  read 
ing  is  entirely  inadequate  ;  and  it  is  incredible,  also,  that  Luke 
should  mention  Sosthenes  merely  as  a  ruler  of  the  synagogue, 
if  he  had  become  in  fact  a  Christian.  The  best  authorities  have 
Travres  without  any  appendage,  and  ot  "EAX-^ves  in  the  common 
editions  must  be  viewed  as  a  gloss,  correct  as  an  explanation, 
but  textually  spurious.  As  the  Jews  could  have  had  no  motive 
for  maltreating  one  of  their  own  number,  Wi/res  must  be  the 
body  of  those  present,  such  as  the  subalterns  of  the  court  and 
the  Greeks  whom  the  tumult  had  drawn  together.  Sosthenes  was 
probably  the  successor  of  Crispus  (v.  8),  or,  as  Biscoe  conjec 
tures,  may  have  belonged  to  another  synagogue  in  the  city.  He 
appears  to  have  taken  an  active  part  in  the  prosecution,  and 
hence  the  Greeks,  who  were  always  ready  to  manifest  their 
hatred  of  the  Jews,  singled  him  out  as  the  object  of  their  spe 
cial  resentment.  In  winking  at  this,  says  De  Wette,  Gallic  may 
have  carried  his  impartiality  too  far.  If  he  was  the  Sosthenes 
who  is  called  "  a  brother  "  in  1  Cor.  1,  1,  he  must  have  been  con 
verted  after  this,  and  have  removed  to  Ephesus.  The  coinci 
dence  in  the  name  is  the  only  reason  for  supposing  the  same 
person  to  be  meant  in  both  places.  —  ennrrov  (imperf.)  shows 
how  thorough  a  beating  Sosthenes  received.  It  may  not  be 
wronging  Gallic  to  suspect  that  he  looked  through  his  fingers 
and  enjoyed  the  scene.  —  ovSev  TOVTW  includes  most  naturally  the 
dispute  between  the  Jews  and  Christians,  as  well  as  the  abuse 
of  Sosthenes.  —  c/xeXcv,  when  used  as  a  personal  verb,  requires  in 
prose  a  neuter  subject.  K.  §  274.  R.  1  ;  Mt.  $  348.  R  2.  The 
indifference  of  Gallio  is  not  mentioned  in  commendation  of  him, 
but  as  suggesting  why  the  affair  had  such  a  termination.  Owing 
to  the  proconsul's  disposition,  the  Jews  were  unsuccessful;  so 
far  from  inflicting  any  injury  on  the  apostle,  their  attempt  recoiled 
in  disgrace  and  violence  upon  themselves. 

VERSES    18-22.      Paul  proceeds   by  the    Way   of  Ephesus  and 
Ccesarea  to  Jerusalem,  and  from  there  to  Antioch. 


V.  18.  Irt  Trpos/xetVa?  ^/xepa?  iKavas,  having  remained  yet  many 
days  after  the  arrest.  Whether  the  arrest  took  place  at  the  end 
of  the  year  and  a  half  mentioned  in  v.  11,  or  in  the  course  of 
that  time,  is  subject,  as  we  have  seen,  to  some  doubt.  Even  if 
the  arrest  was  subsequent  to  the  year  and  six  months,  the  many 
days  here  need  not  be  supposed  to  extend  the  sojourn  at  Corinth 
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beyond  a  few  additional  months  (Wiesl.).  During  this  period 
the  apostle  planted  churches  in  other  parts  of  Achaia,  either  by 
his  own  personal  labors  or  by  the  instrumentality  of  his  converts ; 
see  2  Cor.  1,1.  It  was  during  this  visit  at  Corinth,  also,  that 
Paul  wrote  the  First  and  Second  Epistles  to  the  Thessalonians. 
That  he  wrote  the  first  of  them  here,  appears  from  several  cir 
cumstances  :  first,  Paul  had  been  separated  from  the  Thessalo 
nians  but  "a  short  time"  (1  Thess.  2,  17);  secondly,  Timothy 
and  Silas  were  with  him  (1  Thess.  1,  I),  as  they  were  according 
to  Luke  (18,  5)  ;  thirdly,  the  apostle  had  been  lately  at  Athens 
(1  Thess.  3.  1),  and  whence,  also,  according  to  our  narrative  (18, 
1)  he  came  directly  to  Corinth;  and,  finally,  he  writes  to  the 
Thessalonians  as  recent  converts  whose  knowledge  was  very 
imperfect.  The  date  of  this  Epistle,  therefore,  would  be  A.  D. 
52  or  53 ;  see  note  on  18,  23.  If  the  first  Epistle  was  written  at 
Corinth,  the  second  must  have  been  written  at  the  same  place. 
Timothy  and  Silas  were  still  with  the  apostle  (2  Thess.  1,  1)  ; 
and  as  the  object  of  the  second  Epistle  was  to  correct  a  wrong 
impression  made  by  the  first  (comp.  2  Thess.  2,  1  sq.,  with  1 
Thess.  4,  16  sq.,  and  5,  1  sq.),  the  interval  between  the  two 
must  have  been  short.  — d7rora£a//,€vos,  having  bid  adieu,  which  is 
an  Alexandrian  sense ;  see  Lob.  ad  Phryn.  p.  24.  Among  others, 
he  now  took  leave  of  Silas,  and  perhaps  of  Timothy,  though  we 
find  the  latter  with  him  again  at  Ephesus  (19,  22).  —  eis  rqv 
^vpiav,  unto  Syria,  as  his  remoter  destination  ;  he  embarked  for 
Ephesus  in  the  first  instance  (v.  19).  —  K€ipa/u,o>os  rrjv  Kccf>a\rjvt 
having  shorn  the  head,  most  critics  understand  of  Paul  (Chryst 
Calv.  Neand.  Olsh.  Hems.  De  Wet.  Win.  Wdsth.);  some  of 
Aquila  (Grot.  Kuin.  Wiesl.  Mey.).  IlavXos  is  the  leading  subject, 
and  the  reader  connects  the  remark  spontaneously  with  him.  It 
is  only  as  an  act  of  reflection,  on  perceiving  that  'AKuXa?  stands 
nearer,  that  the  other  connection  occurs  to  the  mind  as  a  possible 
one.  KG!  crvv  .avrw  npiV/ciAAa  /cat  'A/cv'Aas  may  intervene  between 
Kecpa/xevo?  and  IlauAo?,  because  the  clause  is  so  evidently  paren 
thetic,  and  because  e^eVXet  has  a  tendency  to  draw  its  several 
subjects  towards  itself.  It  is  urged  for  the  other  view,  that  Luke 
has  placed  the  man's  name  after  that  of  the  woman,  contrary  to 
the  natural  order ;  but  that  no  stress  can  be  laid  on  that  circum 
stance  is  clear  from  Rom.  16,  3  and  2  Tim.  4,  19,  where  the 
names  follow  each  other  in  the  same  manner.  Some  principle 
of  association,  as  possibly  that  of  the  relative  superiority  of  Pris  • 
cilia,  made  it  customary  to  speak  of  them  in  that  order.  —  er 
us,  in  Cenchrea,  which  was  the  eastern  port  of  Corinth, 
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distant  about  ten  miles.  A  church  had  been  gathered  here 
(Rom.  16,  1).  The  modern  name  is  Kikries,  a  little  south  of  Ka- 
lamaki,  and,  under  the  traveller's  eye,  therefore,  who  crosses  the 
isthmus.  —  cT^e  yap  tvxyv,  f^  he  had  a  vow,  i.  e.  one  resting  upon 
him;  not  assumed* at  this  time.  This  clause  states  why  he 
shaved  his  head.  The  cutting  off  of  the  hair  was  a  Jewish 
practice,  and  took  place  at  the  expiration  of  a  vow,  not  at  the 
commencement  of  it.  It  is  an  erroneous  statement,  therefore, 
that  the  apostle  subjected  himself  to  the  vow  at  this  time,  and 
went  to  Jerusalem  to  obtain  absolution  from  it.  Neander  would 
support  that  opinion  from  Jos.  Bel.  Jud.  2.  15 ;  but  he  adopts  for 
that  purpose  an  interpretation  of  the  passage  which  nearly  all 
others  reject.  The  nature  of  Paul's  vow  on  this  occasion  is  un 
certain.  It  could  not  have  been  a  strict  Nazarite  vow,  i.  e.  such 
a  vow  observed  in  due  form ;  for  a  person  could  absolve  himself 
from  such  an  obligation  only  at  Jerusalem,  where  his  hair,  which 
had  grown  during  the  time  that  he  had  been  a  Nazarite  was  to  be 
cut  off  and  burnt  as  an  offering  in  the  temple  (Numb.  6,  2  sq.). 
See  Jahn's  Archseol.  $  395.  We  have  no  account  of  any  devia 
tion  from  that  rule.  Yet  it  is  not  unreasonable  to  suppose  that  in 
later  times  the  original  institution  may  have  been  relaxed  or 
modified ;  that  after  the  Jews  came  to  be  dispersed,  it  was  held 
to  be  lawful  to  terminate  a  Nazarite  vow  at  other  places,  adher 
ing  to  the  prescribed  usages  as  near  as  the  circumstances  allowed. 
If  it  was  not  a  vow  of  this  peculiar  character,  it  may  have  been 
of  the  nature  of  a  thank-offering,  and  not  subject  to  the  regula 
tions  to  which  the  Nazarite  was  required  to  conform.  It  must 
be  confessed  that  the  present  knowledge  of  Jewish  antiquities  is 
not  sufficient  to  clear  up  fully  the  obscurity  of  the  passage.  It 
contains,  says  De  Wette,  a  Gordian  knot  still  untied. 

V.  19.  ei9  vE<£eo-oi>,  unto  Ephesus,  which  was  on  the  Cayster, 
not  far  from  its  mouth.  It  could  be  approached  at  that  time  by 
water,  though  the  site  of  the  ancient  city  is  now  two  or  three 
miles  from  the  coast.  With  a  favoring  wind,  the  passage  from 
Corinth  to  Ephesus  could  be  made  in  two  or  three  days.  Cicero 
mentions  that  he  on  one  occasion,  and  his  brother  Quintus  on  an 
other,  occupied  two  weeks  in  passing  from  Ephesus  to  Athens 
(ad  Attic.  Ep.  6,  8.  9;  Ib.  3,  9)  ;  but  the  voyage  in  both  instances 
was  retarded  by  extraordinary  delays.  See  further,  on  28,  13. 
—  auT09  Se,  but  he  himself.  This  emphasis  brings  forward  Paul 
again  as  the  prominent  person,  after  the  information  that  his 
companions  stayed  at  Ephesus.  The  order  of  statement  outruns 
the  history  a  little,  as  occurs  in  other  cases ;  comp.  v.  1.  Luke 
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cannot  well  mean  that  the  apostle  separated  himself  from  Pris- 
cilla  and  Aquila,  and  went  into  the  synagogue  without  them 
(Mey.).  So  unimportant  a  circumstance  would  not  be  made  so 
prominent.  Nor  is  it  at  all  probable  that  avrcv,  there,  was  op 
posed  in  the  writer's  mind  to  the  synagogue  as  being  out  of  the 
city  (Alf.);  for  in  that  case  some  intimation  like  !£co  -n^  TroXeos 
(see  16,  13),'or  at  least  e£cX#on/,  would  hardly  be  withheld  from 
the  reader. 

V.  21.  Some  critics  reject  all  in  this  verse  from  8et  to  'lepo- 
o-oXv/xa  (Bng.  Grsb.  Neand.  Lchm.  Tsch.)  ;  others  defend  the 
clause  (Olsh.  De  Wet.  Wiesl.  Mey.  Bmg.  Alf).  The  words  may 
be  doubtful,  but  with  the  present  evidence  should  not  be  sepa 
rated  from  the  text.  As  Meyer  suggests,  they  may  have  been 
omitted,  from  not  perceiving  the  reference  of  ava{3ds  in  v.  22,  and 
consequently  any  occasion  for  such  haste  in  prosecuting  the 
journey.  —  rrjv  eoprr/v  rrjv  Ip^o^ivrfv,  the  coming  feast.  It  must  have 
been  one  of  the  principal  feasts,  which  Paul  was  so  anxious  to 
keep  at  Jerusalem,  in  all  probability  the  Passover  or  Pentecost. 
In  either  case  we  discover  here  that  the  apostle  made  the  jour 
ney  in  the  spring  of  the  year.  Wieseler  (p.  48)  thinks  that  it 
was  the  later  festival,  Pentecost,  chiefly  because  Paul  embarked 
at  Corinth,  instead  of  travelling  through  Macedonia,  as  the  state 
of  navigation  would  have  rendered  expedient  earlier  in  the 
season.  —  For  Trot^o-at,  comp.  TTOIW  TO  Trdoya  in  Matt.  26,  18.  —  efc 
'lepoo-o'Xv/xa,  at  Jerusalem;  see  on  8,  40.  —  TrdXiv,  K.  T.  X.,  but  I  will 
return  again,  etc.  The  apostle  soon  fulfilled  that  promise  (19,  1). 

V.  22.  KareX$a>v,  having  come  doivn  from  the  sea  to  the  land ; 
comp.  27,  5.  —  Ccesarca  was  the  most  convenient  seaport  in  the 
vicinity  of  Judea ;  see  further  on  8,  40.  —  di/a/?a?,  having  gone  up, 
i.  e.  to  Jerusalem  (Calv.  Neand.  Olsh.  Mey.  De  Wet.  Wiesl.). 
This  absolute  use  of  the  verb  occasions  no  obscurity  after  the 
statement  respecting  Paul's  destination  in  v.  21.  A  few  have 
understood  it  as  gowg  tip  into  the  city  above  the  harbor.  But  to 
mention  that  circumstance  in  addition  to  the  arrival  would  give 
to  it  a  singular  prominence  as  contrasted  with  the  general  rapid 
ity  of  the  narrative.  KaTtprj,  went  down,  at  the  close  of  the  verse, 
would  be  inappropriate  to  the  geographical  relation  of  Caesarea 
to  Antiooh  (Neand.).  —  r-rjv  eK/cX^o-tW,  the  church  at  Jerusalem.  It 
should  be  noticed  that  this  is  the  fourth  journey  which  Paul  has 
made  to  that  city  since  his  conversion.  No  doubt  he  arrived  in 
season  to  observe  the  feast,  as  nothing  is  said  of  any  disappoint 
ment  in  that  respect.  —  e?«  'Ai/rtoxaav.  How  long  the  apostle  was 
absent  on  the  tour  which  terminated  with  this  return  to  Antioch, 
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can  only  be  conjectured.  The  year  and  six  months  at  Corinth 
(v.  11)  would  be  likely  to  constitute  the  greater  portion  of  the 
period.  Wieseler  proposes  six  months  as  the  time  occupied  be 
tween  leaving  Antioch  and  the  arrival  at  Troas  (16,  8).  He 
would  allow  six  months  also  for  the  apostle's  labors  in  Europe 
before  his  arrival  at  Corinth.  The  time  which  this  estimate  al 
lows  for  the  Asiatic  part  of  the  tour  may  be  too  limited.  The 
apostle  visited  extensively  the  churches  in  Syria  and  Cilicia, 
planted  new  churches  in  Phrygia  and  Galatia,  and  travelled  very 
circuitously  throughout  his  journey  between  Antioch  and  Troas. 
It  may  be  safer  to  assign  a  year  at  least  to  such  varied  labors. 
According  to  this  view,  the  apostle  was  absent  on  his  second 
mission  about  three  years  ;  and  if  we  place  his  departure  early 
in  A.  D.  51,  he  reached  Antioch  again  in  the  spring  or  summer  of 
54.  Anger,  Wieseler,  Meyer,  Winer,  and  others,  agree  in  suppos 
ing  Paul  to  have  arrived  at  Corinth  in  the  autumn  of  A.  D.  52. 
The  admission  of  that  date  fixes  the  main  point  in  this  part  of 
the  chronology. 

% 

VERSE  23.     Departure  of  Paul  on  his  Third  Missionary  Tour. 

V.  23.  xporov  nvd.  The  time  now  spent  at  Antioch  was  ap 
parently  short.  It  was  during  this  time,  as  most  critics  suppose, 
that  Peter  arrived  here,  and  the  scene  took  place  between  him 
and  Paul,  of  which  we  have  an  account  in  Gal.  2,  1 1  sq. ;  see  on 
15,  35.  Neander  (Pflanzung,  I.  p.  351)  agrees  with  those  who 
insert  the  occurrence  here.  Baumgarten  (II.  p.  331)  adds  him 
self  to  the  same  class.  The  apostle's  ore  rj\$€  in  Gal.  2,  11, 
affords  no  clue  to  the  time.  We  may  assume  that  the  apostle 
went  forth  again  to  the  heathen  about  the  beginning  of  the  year 
A.  D.  55.  —  Ka^e^s,  in  successive  order.  This  refers,  probably,  not 
to  the  countries  named,  but  to  the  different  places  in  them  where 
churches  existed.  In  accordance  with  the  representation  on 
Kiepert's  map,  we  may  suppose  that  Paul  went  first  to  Tarsus, 
•thence  in  a  northwestern  direction  through  Galatia,  and  then, 
turning  to  the  southwest,  passed  through  Phrygia,  and  so  on  to 
Ephesus.  That  course  accounts  for  Luke's  naming  Galatia  be 
fore  Phrygia,  instead  of  the  order  in  16,  6. 

VERSES  24-28.     Apottos  comes  to  Ephesus,  and  is  more  fully  in 
structed  in  the  Gospel. 

V.  24.     Meyer  calls  this  section  "  a  historical  episode."     Luth 
ardt  says  that  it  is  entirely  germane  to  the  narrative :  while  Paul 
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labors  in  Asia,  another  builds  still  further  upon  the  foundation 
laid  by  him  in  Europe. — 'A7roXX(os  =.  'ATroXXwi/ios.  As  a  native 
of  Alexandria,  he  had  received  probably,  says  Neander,  "  the 
Jewish -Grecian  education,  peculiar  to  the  learned  among  the 
Jews  of  that  city,  and  had  acquired  also  great  facility  in  the  use 
of  the  Greek  language."  —  Xoyios,  eloquent  (Olsh.  De  Wet.  Mey.), 
or  learned  (Neand.).  The  first  sense  is  the  best,  because  Swaro? 
lv  rats  ypa<£ai9  ascribes  to  him  then  a  different  talent,  and  because 
his  superior  faculty  as  a  speaker  appears  to  have  been  the  reason 
why  some  of  the  Corinthians  preferred  him  to  Paul ;  see  1  Cor. 
1,  12 ;  2,  4 ;  2  Cor.  10,  10.  —  eV  rals  ypa<f>at<s,  in  the  Scriptures.  He 
was  familiar  with  them,  and  could  use  them  with  power  as  a 
source  of  argument  and  appeal  (see  v.  28).  This  clause  points 
out  the  sphere  of  his  eloquence. 

V.  25.  OVTOS  T\V>  K.  r.  X.,  This  one  ivas  instructed  in  the  way  of 
the  Lord,  probably  by  some  disciple  of  John,  who  had  left  Judea 
before  the  Saviour  commenced  his  public  course ;  or  possibly  by 
John  himself,  whose  earlier  ministry  Apollos  may  have  attended. 
Some  infer  from  TO,  Trept  TOV  'Irjo-ov  that  Apollos  was  aware  that 
Jesus  was  the  Messiah ;  but  the  following  tTucrra/Aevos,  K.  r.  X., 
limits  that  expression,  and  if  explained  correctly  below,  excludes 
a  knowledge  of  that  fact.  His  ignorance  in  this  respect  was  one 
of  the  defects  in  his  religious  belief,  and  at  the  same  time  his 
views  of  the  deeper  Christian  doctrines  must  have  been  meagre 
in  comparison  with  those  possessed  by  the  apostles.  For  the 
construction  of  68oV,  see  W.  $  32.  5;  K.  §  281.  2.  —  £eW  TU>  TTVCV- 
/oart,  being  fervent  in  spirit,  zealous  in  his  disposition.  It  is  less 
correct  to  understand  Trveu/xcm  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  since  that  gift 
appears  in  the  New  Testament  as  the  proper  fruit  and  seal  of 
the  Christian  faith,  which  Apollos  had  not  yet  adopted ;  see  Gal. 
3,  2.  For  other  places  where  TTV^O.  refers  to  the  mind,  comp. 
19,21;  John  11, 33;  13,21;  B,om.  12,  11  (probably);  2  Cor.  2, 
12.  —  dfcpt/fos,  accurately  (v.  26),  i.  e.  his  doctrine  was  correct  as 
far  as  his  knowledge  extended.  —  eTrto-ra/xei/o?,  K.  T.  X.,  knoiving  only 
the  baptism  of  John,  which  differed  from  that  of  the  apostles 
mainly  in  these  respects  ;  first,  that  theirs  recognized  a  Messiah 
who  had  come,  and,  secondly,  that  it  was  attested  by  the  ex 
traordinary  gifts  of  the  Spirit  (1 9,  6).  Since  John,  however,  taught 
that  the  Saviour  was  about  to  appear,  and  that  repentance,  faith 
in  him,  and  holiness  were  necessary  to  salvation,  Apollos,  though 
acquainted  only  with  his  teaching,  could  be  said  with  entire  truth 
to  be  instructed  in  the  way  of  the  Lord.  It  is  not  affirmed  that  he 
had  submitted  to  John's  baptism,  but  we  suppose  that  from  the 
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nature  of  the  case.  That  he  was  rebaptized,  Luke  does  not  as 
sert  ;  though,  if  we  regard  his  moral  position  as  analogous  to  that 
of  the  Johannean  disciples  mentioned  in  the  next  chapter,  we 
should  infer  from  what  is  related  there  that  such  was  the  fact. 
Meyer  considers  the  cases  dissimilar,  and  denies  that  Apollos 
was  rebaptized. 

V.  26.  r/p£aro,  began,  but  did  not  preach  long  with  such  imper 
fect  views.  As  soon  as  Aquila  and  Priscilla  heard  him,  they  pro 
ceeded  to  instruct  him  more  fully. — Trapp^o-ta^ecr^at  means  to  speak 
boldly.  He  exposed  their  sins,  required  them  to  repent,  and  be 
prepared  for  the  kingdom  of  the  Messiah;  comp.  Matt.  3,  2  sq. — 
a.Kpi/3e<TT€pov,  more  accurately. 

V.  27.  eis  rrjv  'Axcuav,  unto  Achaia,  of  which  Corinth  was  the 
capital,  see  on  v.  1.  It  was  that  city  which  he  proposed  to  visit ; 
comp.  19,  1;  1  Cor.  1,  12;  3,4.  What  he  heard  from  Priscilla 
and  Aquila  may  have  turned  his  thoughts  to  this  field  of  labor. 
—  Trporp^d/jifvoL  eypai/fav,  they  wrote  and  exhorted.  The  participle 
contains  the  principal  idea  ;  see  1,  24.  Some  supply  avrov  after 
irporpcij/dfjievos  (Calv.  Kuin.) ;  but  that  assigns  to  the  verb  and 
participle  different  objects,  and  confuses  the  sentence.  Besides, 
Apollos  "was  not  averse  to  the  journey  (/?ovXo/xeVov),  and  had  no 
need  of  exhortation.  In  2  Cor.  3,  1,  Paul  alludes  to  this  letter 
of  commendation ;  or  to  the  practice  of  granting  such  letters 
(a-va-TaTLKo.1  fTTLCTToXaC) ,  exemplified  in  this  case  of  Apollos.  —  erw- 
e/3aXero,  K.  T.  X.,  contributed  (as  a  helper)  much  to  those  who  have 
believed  and  still  believe.  See  W.  $  40.  4.  a.  It  is  not  meant 
that  he  confirmed  them  in  their  faith  as  Christians,  but  that  he 
cooperated  with  them  in  their  promulgation  and  defence  of  the 
truth.  The  next  verse  explains  the  remark.  —  Sia  r^s  ^apti-os, 
through  grace,  belongs  to  the  participle  (De  Wet.),  not  to  the  verb 
(Mey.).  The  natural  sense  is  that  which  results  from  the  order 
of  the  words.  The  doctrinal  idea  is  that  of  -fj  Trtcrrts  ^  Si'  avrov  in 
3,  16. 

V.  28.  evToVoos,  powerfully.  —  eirat  TOV  Xpicnw  'Ljo-ow,  that  the 
Messiah  was  Jesus,  none  other  than  he  ;  comp.  v.  5. 
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CHAPTER    XIX 

VERSES  1-7.     Paul  comes  to  Ephesus,  and  rebaptizes  certain  Disci- 
pks  of  John. 

V.  1.  cv  TW  TOV  'ATToAAw  cT^ou  fv  Ko/3iV#u>,  while  Apollos  was  at 
Corinth.  This  notice  apprises  us  that  Paul  did  not  arrive  at 
Ephesus  till  after  the  departure  of  Apollos.  'ATroAAw  (the  regular 
genitive,  see  1  Cor.  3,  4)  here  rejects  v  in  the  accusative;  comp. 
21,  1.  K.  $  48.  R.  1 ;  W.  $  8.  2. — TO.  avorrepiKa.  /AepT?,  the  upper  parts, 
in  the  interior  as  compared  with  the  coast.  The  expression  may 
be  understood  of  the  mountains  on  the  frontier  of  Phrygia  and 
Asia,  which  the  apostle  would  cross  on  his  route.  —  rwa?  /xa&p-as, 
certain  disciples.  Luke  ascribes  to  them  that  character  (comp. 
Trwrreuo-avres  in  v.  2),  because,  though  their  knowledge  was  so  im 
perfect,  they  were  sincere  ;  they  possessed  the  elements  of  a  true 
faith,  and  acknowledged  the  name  of  Christ  as  soon  as  the  apos 
tle  made  it  known  to  them.  It  is  probable  that  they  were  stran 
gers  who  had  just  arrived  at  Ephesus,  and  when  the  apostle 
found  them,  had  not  yet  come  in  contact  with  any  of  the  Chris 
tians  there. 

V.  2.  For  «  in  a  direct  question,  see  on  1,  6.  The  inquiry  ap 
pears  abrupt,  because  we  have  so  broken  an  account  of  the  circum 
stances  of  the  case.  Undoubtedly  something  preceded,  which  led 
the  apostle  to  suspect  that  the  men  entertained  inadequate  or  mis 
taken  views  of  the  gospel.  —  7rvev/ta  aytov  is  the  Holy  Spirit  here  as 
the  author  of  miraculous  gifts,  as  is  made  evident  by  v.  6.  —  eAa/fere 
TrurrcTxrai/Tes,  Did  ye  receive  (note  the  aorist)  when  ye  believed? 
The  participle  refers  to  the  same  time  as  the  verb.  —  dAA'  rjKov- 
atfjicv,  But  ice  did  not  hear  (when  baptized)  even  if  there  be  a  Holy 
Spirit.  A  negative  usually  precedes  dAA'  ovSe  with  this  force 
(=No  —  on  the  contrary)  ;  but  could  be  omitted  with  the  effect 
of  a  more  earnest  denial.  See  W.  $  53.  7.  TrveO/xa  aytoi/  must 
have  the  meaning  in  their  reply  which  it  had  in  Paul's  question. 
Hence  it  is  unnecessary  and  incorrect  to  supply  SoSev  or  eY^- 
vd/xcvov  after  &m;  comp.  John  7,  39. 

V.  3.  cts  rt,  K.  T.  A.,  Unto  what,  as  the  object  of  faith  and  con 
fession,  therefore,  were  ye  baptized?  —  et?  TO  'Iwcin/ov  ySaTrno-^a  should 
have  the  sense  here  which  it  has  in  other  passages  (comp.  1,  22; 
10,  37;  Matt.  3,  7 ;  Luke  7,  29,  etc.),  viz.  the  baptism  which  John 
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administered,  or  such  as  he  administered.  They  may  have  re 
ceived  the  rite  from  John  himself,  or  from  some  one  whom  he 
had  baptized,  but  who  had  not  advanced  beyond  the  point  of 
knowledge  at  which  John's  ministry  had  left  his  disciples.  That 
Apollos  had  baptized  them  is  not  at  all  probable ;  for  the  pre 
sumption  is  that  he  had  left  Ephesus  before  their  arrival  (see  on 
v.  1),  and  because  if  he  had  not,  they  would  have  received  from 
him  more  correct  views,  after  his  own  better  acquaintance  with 
Christianity.  The  answer  of  the  men,  therefore,  was  not  that 
they  had  been  baptized  unto  John  as  the  Messiah  ;  and  the  idea 
that  their  error  was  that  of  adhering  to  him  as  the  Messiah  has 
no  support  from  this  expression.  That  some,  however,  at  a  very 
early  period,  entertained  that  opinion  of  John,  is  a  fact  well  es 
tablished.  The  Zabians,  or  Nazorasans,  or  Mendaeans,  as  they 
are  variously  called,  who  were  discovered  in  the  East  about  the 
middle  of  the  seventeenth  century,  are  supposed  to  be  a  remnant 
of  that  sect.  See  Neand.  Ch.  Hist.  Vol.  I.  p.  376  ;  and  Christian 
Review,  Jan.  1855. 

V.  4.  [Atv  after  'Iwaw^s,  which  some  editors  reject,  is  genuine 
(Mey.  Tsch.  De  Wet.).  The  reply  of  Paul  is  apparently  this  : 
"John  indeed  preached  repentance  and  a  Saviour  to  come  (as 
you  know)  ;  but  the  Messiah  whom  he  announced  has  appeared 
in  Jesus,  and  you  are  now  to  believe  on  him  as  John  directed."  — 
rovr  eo-Tii/  presents  trie  adversative  idea,  instead  of  the  ordinary 
<5e.  W.  §  63.  I.  2.  e;  K.  §  322,  R.  4. —  ejScwmo-e  governs  /JaTmoyxa, 
on  the  principle  of  affinity  in  point  of  sense ;  comp.  Luke  7,  29. 
"W.  §  32.  2;  K.  §  278.  1.  —  XptoroV  is  common  before  'tyo-ofo,  but 
is  unwarranted  here. 

V.  5.  aKotxravres,  K.  r.  A..,  Now  they  (whom  Paul  addressed) 
having  heard,  were  baptized.  Whether  Paul  himself  or  some  as 
sistant  performed  the  rite,  the  history  does  not  decide.  Their 
prompt  reception  of  the  truth  would  tend  to  show  that  the  defect 
in  their  former  baptism  related  not  so  much  to  any  positive  error, 
as  to  their  ignorance  in  regard  to  the  proper  object  of  faith. 
Some  of  the  older  writers  maintained  that  Luke  records  these 
words  as  a  continuation  of  Paul's  remarks :  Now  they  (whom  John 
addressed)  having  heard  were  baptized.  It  was  the  object  of  such 
commentators  to  rescue  the  passage  from  those  who  appealed  to 
it,  in  order  to  justify  rebaptism.  They  maintained  this  exegesis 
not  only  against  the  Anabaptists,  but  as  Baumgarten  mentions, 
against  the  Catholics,  who  disparaged  John's  baptism  for  the 
purpose  of  exalting  the  Christian  sacraments  as  distinguished 
from  those  of  the  first  dispensation.  The  Council  of  Trent,  for 
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instance,  asserted  :  Si  quis  dixerit  baptismum  Johannis  eandem 
vim  cum  baptismo  Christi  habuisse,  Anathema  esto.  (Sess. 
VII,  de  baptismo  C.  1).  This  interpretation  not  only  sets  aside 
the  more  obvious  meaning  for  a  remote  one,  but  palpably  mis 
states  the  fact  in  regard  to  John's  baptism  :  he  did  not  administer 
it  in  the  name  of  Jesus.  This  view  of  the  passage  may  be  said 
to  be  obsolete  at  present. 

V.  6.  Compare  this  verse  with  10,  44-46.  —  yXwo-crats,  sc.  erepat? 
(2,  4),  or  Kau/ats  (Mark  16,  17).  —  For  TrpoeffryTtvov,  see  on  2,  17. 

V.  7.  01  Trai/res  ai/Spes,  all  the  men  together.  Tra?  in  this  adverbial 
sense  (=.ro  TTO.V,  TO.  Trdvra)  occurs  especially  in  connection  with  nu 
merals.  Compare  27,  35.  It  is  rare  to  find  the  adjective  with  this 
force  before  the  substantive.  See  K.  A.  Gr.  $489.  ft;  Vig.  ed.  Herm. 
p.  1  35.  —  And  thus  those  twelve  men  who  came  forward  so  ab 
ruptly  in  our  history  disappear  as  suddenly,  leaving  us  in  doubt 
whence  they  came,  where  they  had  been,  and  in  some  respects 
what  particular  phase  of  religious  belief  they  represented.  The 
episode  is  one  of  strange  interest  from  the  very  fact  of  its  sug 
gesting  so  many  questions,  the  solution  of  which  our  imperfect 
knowledge  of  the  first  Christian  age  has  put  beyond  our  reach. 

VERSES  8-12.     Paul  preaches  at  Ephesus,  and  confirms  the  Word 

by  Miracles. 


V.  8.     For  tTrapprja-La&To,  preached  boldly,  see  on  18,  26.  —  Tre 
sc.  aurous,  persuading  them  of  the  things  ;  comp.  28,  23.     The  first 
accusative  specifies  the  aim  of  the  act.     K.  §  279.  4. 

V.  9.  rive's,  some,  i.  e.  of  the  Jews,  as  results  from  <rwaywy>ji/  in 
v.  8.  —  TTJV  6SoV,  the  way,  i.  e.  of  Christian  belief  and  practice;  not 
concretely,  sect,  party;  comp.  v.  23;  9,  2.  —  cVoWn/  TOV  TrA^ou?, 
in  the  presence  of  the  multitude.  This  attempt  to  prevent  others 
from  believing  showed  how  hardened  (eV/cA^pwoi/ro)  they  were, 
more  fully  than  their  own  rejection  of  the  gospel.  —  d</xopicre  rous 
/za^ra?,  separated  the  disciples,  i.  e.  from  the  Jews  in  the  syna 
gogue.  —  ci/  TTJ  o-^oXfj,  in  the  school,  viz.  the  place  where  he  taught. 
This  Tyrannus,  otherwise  unknown,  was  probably  a  teacher  of 
philosophy  or  rhetoric,  who  occupied  the  apartment  at  other  hours. 
Whether  he  rented  it  to  the  Christians,  or  gave  them  the  use  of 
it,  is  uncertain. 

V.  10.  67Tt  £n)  Svo.  These  two  years  are  exclusive  of  the  three 
months  mentioned  in  v.  8  ;  for  TOVTO  opposes  expressly  the  preach 
ing  in  the  school  of  Tyranmis  to  that  in  the  synagogue.  It  is 
probable  that  they  are  exclusive  also  of  the  time  occupied  by  the 
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events  which  took  place  after  v.  21 ;  for  in  20,  31  Paul  reminds 
the  Ephesians  that  he  had  labored  three  years  among  them ;  so 
that  nine  months,  or  six  months  at  least  (if  we  regard  rpuruw 
there  as  a  general  expression),  must  be  added  to  the  two  years 
and  three  months  mentioned  here.  The  retrospective  remark  in 
v.  20  would  be  a  very  natural  one  for  the  writer  to  make  on  the 
completion  of  a  distinct  period.  —  It  was  during  this  abode  of 
Paul  at  Ephesus,  and  probably  not  long  after  his  arrival  there, 
that  he  wrote  the  Epistle  to  the  Galatians.  In  Gal.  4,  13,  Paul 
speaks  of  the  former  time  (TO  Trporepov)  when  he  preached  in  Ga- 
latia;  and  hence  (taking  the  expression  in  its  strict  import)  he 
had  been  there  twice  when  he  wrote  the  Epistle.  He  must  have 
written  it,  therefore,  on  this  third  missionary  tour  (at  least,  not 
before  it),  since  he  founded  the  Galatian  churches  on  his  second 
tour  (see  on  16,  6),  and  confirmed  them  on  his  present  journey  to 
Ephesus  (see  18,  23).  Further,  if  ovrw  ra^ews  in  Gal.  1,  6,  refers 
(as,  on  the  whole,  I  think  it  does)  to  the  brief  interval  since  Paul 
was  among  the  Galatians,  it  follows  that  he  wrote  his  Epistle  to 
them  during  the  early  part  of  his  sojourn  at  Ephesus.  In  this 
city  Paul  could  obtain  easily  the  knowledge  of  the  Galatian 
heresy,  which  gave  occasion  to  the  letter.  A  partial  conclusion 
may  be  drawn  from  another  argument.  If  we  are  to  place  Paul's 
rebuke  of  Peter  between  his  second  and  third  journeys  (see  on 
18,  23),  he  could  not  have  written  to  the  Galatians  at  all  events 
before  his  departure  on,  this  tour.  The  foregoing  data  are  not 
decisive,  but  furnish  the  best  supported  opinion.  We  may  refer 
the  Epistle  to  the  year  A.  D.  56;  see  note  on  21,  17.  — oWe  .... 
'Acrtav,  so  that  all  who  inhabited  Asia,  viz.  the  Homan  province  of  that 
name  (2,  9).  Ephesus  was  the  capital  of  this  province,  the  centre 
of  commerce  and  religious  worship  (v.  26),  to  which  the  people 
resorted  from  all  parts  of  the  country.  Hence  the  apostle  had  an 
opportunity  to  preach  to  a  vast  number,  in  addition  to  those  who 
resided  in  the  city  ;  and  at  the  same  time,  through  the  agency  of 
those  converted  by  him,  he  could  have  introduced  the  gospel  into 
regions  which  he  did  not  visit  in  person.  It  was  but  forty  years 
after  this  that  Pliny,  in  his  celebrated  letter  to  Trajan,  says,  even 
in  reference  to  the  more  distant  Bithynia :  "  Multi  omnis  aetatis, 
omnis  ordinis,  utriusque  sexus  etiam,  vocantur  inpericulum  et  vo- 
cabuntur.  Neque  enim  civitates  tantum,  sed  vicos  etiam  atque 
agros  superstitionis  istius  contagio  pervagata  est" 

V.  11.  ou  TOLS  rv^ouo-a?,  not  casual,  i.  e.  uncommon,  extraordi 
nary;  comp  28,2.  As  the  sequel  shows  (v.  12),  the  miracles 
were  remarkable,  because  they  were  performed  without  the  per- 
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sonal  agency  or  presence  of  the  apostle.  They  were  not  gener- 
ically  different  from  those  wrought  on  other  occasions.  — Sia  ran/ 
Xtt-puv  HavXov,  through  the  hands  of  Paul,  not  as  laid  upon  the  sick 
(some  of  the  results  being  involuntary  on  his  part),  but  through 
his  instrumentality. 

V.  12.  wore  KCU,  So  that  (because  God  so  wrought  by  him)  also, 
i.  e.  among  other  miracles.  —  eVi<£e/3eo-$ui,  K.  r.  A.,  were  carried  from 
h.is  body,  to  which  the  articles  had  been  touched  for  the  purpose 
of  receiving  the  healing  power  that  was  supposed  to  reside  in 
him ;  see  Luke  8,  46.  They  resorted  to  this  course  probably,  be 
cause  the  throng  was  so  great  that  the  sick  could  not  be  brought 
directly  to  the  apostle,  or  in  some  instances  were  too  infirm  to 
be  removed  fiom  their  houses.  —  o-ouSapia  (Lat.  sudaria),  handker 
chiefs,  lit.  sweat-cloths.  They  had  their  name  from  the  use  to 
which  they  were  principally  applied.  —  o-i/xiKiv5ia,  aprons,  such  as 
artisans  and  servants  wore  when  engaged  about  their  work. 
This,  too,  is  a  Latin  word  (semicinctia)  which  had  passed  into  the 
later  Greek;  see  on  11,  26. —  It  is  evident  from  ras  vocrovs  and 
TO.  7rv€v//,ara  that  the  writer  made  a  distinction  between  ordinary 
diseases  and  those  inflicted  by  evil  spirits  (comp.  on  5,  16; 
8,  7). 

VERSES  13-17.      The  Defeat  of  certain  Jewish  Exorcists. 

V.  13.  The  common  text  has  rives  0.73-0  rcov,  K.  r.  X.  The  more 
approved  reading  is  rives  *cairwv,  K.  r.  \.  (Grsb.  Tsch.  Mey.).  KCU 
joins  rive's  with  Paul,  with  reference  to  the  act  in  6Vo/>ux£eiv :  they 
also  attempted  to  call,  as  he  called.  —  Trepiepxo/ae'vwv,  not  approbri- 
ously,  vagabond,  but  wandering  from  place  to  place  in  the  practice 
of  their  arts.  —  e£<y.»Ki<rrwv,  exorcists ;  that  was  their  professed,  re 
puted  occupation.  They  appear  to  have  regarded  Paul  as  one 
of  their  own  class,  but  of  a  higher  order.  They  supposed  he  had 
obtained  a  name  more  potent  than  any  employed  by  them,  and 
that  by  means  of  it  he  could  perform  in  reality  the  wonders  to 
which  they  merely  pretended.  —  opKifa  v/xas  rov  'Irjcrovv,  I  adjure 
you  by  the  Jesus.  For  the  double  accusative,  compare  Mark  5,  7  ; 
1  Thess.  5,  27.  See  W.  $  32.  4 ;  C.  $  428. 

V.  14.  For  the  Doric  2«ei;a,  see  on  11,  30.  —  dpxiepe'cos,  a  chief- 
priest,  a  priest  of  the  higher  class ;  sec  on  4,  6.  —  &rrd,  seven 
The  numeral  is  too  remote  from  rive's  to  be  indefinite,  several;  see 
on  23,  23.  —  01  rovro  Troiovvres  denotes  a  habit.  The  next  verse 
relates  an  instance  of  their  practice. 

V.  15.     TO  Trvev/Att,  the  spirit,  viz.  the  one  whom  they  were  at 

40 
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tempting  to  exorcise  on  a  certain  occasion.  —  rov 
the  Jesus  (whom  you  invoke)  I  know  ,  i.  e.  his  authority  and  power; 
and  the  Paul  (whom  you  name)  I  know  ivell  as  the  servant,  mes 
senger  of  God  (comp.  16,  17).  The  article  is  probably  significant 
here,  though  as  the  nouns  are  proper  names  it  may  be  a  little 
uncertain.  —  v/xcis  precedes  rtVe?,  because  it  takes  the  emphasis. 

V.  1  6.  KOL  €<£aAAo'/Aevo<j,  K  .  T.  A.,  and  the  man  (impelled  by  the 
evil  spirit)  leaping  upon  them.  —  jcaT<ucv/c>ieu<ras,  K.  r.  A.,  having  over 
powered  them,  was  strong,  showed  himself  such  against  them,  or 
both,  viz.  by  tearing  off  their  garments  and  beating  them,  d/x- 
</>OT€/XOV  is  more  correct  than  avrw  (Grsb.  Mey.  Tsch.).  —  yv(j.vovst 
naked,  need  not  be  taken  in  its  strict  sense.  It  could  be  applied 
to  those  stripped  partially  of  their  raiment;  comp.  John  21,  7.  — 
IK  rov  OIKO-U  c/ccti/ov,  from  out  of  that  house  where  the  transaction 
took  place.  The  pronoun  reveals  a  more  definite  scene  in  the 
writer's  view  than  he  has  described.  —  In  the  occurrence  related 
here,  we  are  to  recognize  a  special  design  on  the  part  of  God. 
It  was  important,  says  Neander,  that  the  divine  power  which  ac 
companied  the  gospel  should,  in  some  striking  manner,  exhibit 
its  superiority  to  the  magic  which  prevailed  so  extensively  at 
Ephesus,  and  which,  by  its  apparently  great  effects,  deceived  and 
captivated  so  many.  It  would  have  a  tendency  to  rescue  men 
from  those  arts  of  imposture,  and  prepare  their  minds  for  the  re 
ception  of  the  truth. 

VERSES  18-20.     Many  are  converted,  and  confess  their  Sins. 

V.  1  8.  Tj-oAAoi  re  TOJV  TrcTTicrrevKoroov,  And  many  of  the  believers 
(convinced  by  such  evidence)  ;  lit.  those  who  have  believed  and 
still  believe.  The  language  ascribes  to  them  a  definite  character, 
but  does  not  decide  when  it  began.  They  were  probably  new 
converts  (De  Wet.  Alf),  as  the  confession  made  by  them  would 
be  inconsistent  with  the  life  required  of  those  who  had  been  re 
cognized  as  Christians.  They  were  a  different  class,  also,  from 
it  ,Q  spoken  of  in  the  next  verse  ;  hence,  not  the  jugglers  them 
selves,  but  their  dupes,  those  who  had  confided  in  them  and  been 
accessory  to  the  wicked  delusion.  —  ypxovro  (imperf.),  came  one 
after  another.  —  ras  7rpu£as  avrwv,  their  deeds,  superstitious  prac 
tices  (Olsh.  Mey.  De  Wet);  not  their  sins  in  genera1'  (Kuin.). 
It  is  better  to  restrict  the  meaning  in  this  connection,  especially 
as  with  the  other  sense  the  more  obvious  term  would  be  d/xapria? 
and  not  7rpa£ei>.  • 

V.  10.     iKavot,  K.  T.  A.,  And  many  of  those  who  practised  magic 
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arts,  lit.  things  over-wrought,  curious,  recondite.  —  TO.?  /?(J3A.ovs,  the 
books  which  contained  their  mysteries,  i.  e.  magical  signs,  formu 
las  of  incantation,  nostrums,  and  the  like.  —  KareKatov  describes 
them  as  throwing  book  after  book  into  the  blazing  pile. — /cat  evpov, 
K.  T.  A.,  and  they  found  as  the  &\\m  fifty  thousand  (sc.  8/aa^as)  of 
silver  money.  It  was  common  in  such  designations  to  omit  the 
name  of  the  coin.  See  Bernh.  Synt.  p.  187.  The  Attic  drachm 
passed  at  this  time  among  the  Jews  and  Romans  for  a  denarius, 
and  was  worth  about  fifteen  cents ;  so  that  the  books  amounted 
to  $7,500.  Some  supply  shekel  as  the  elliptical  word ;  which, 
reckoning  that  coin  at  sixty  cents,  would  make  the  amount  foiu 
times  as  great.  But  as  the  occurrence  took  place  in  a  Greek  city 
and  as  Luke  was  not  writing  for  Jews,  it  is  entirely  improba 
ble  that  he  has  stated  the  sum  in  their  currency.  All  books  in 
ancient  times  were  expensive,  and  especially  those  which  con 
tained  secrets  or  charms  held  in  such  estimation. 

V.  20.  rjv£ave  KCU  ur^yevt  grew  and  was  strong,  mighty.  The 
first  verb  refers  to  the  general  extension  of  the  gospel,  the  second 
to  its  influence  on  the  conduct  of  those  who  embraced  it.  What 
precedes  illustrated  the  remark  in  both  respects.  —  This  verse 
presents  a  striking  coincidence  as  compared  with  1  Cor.  16,  9. 
It  was  here  at  Ephesus,  and  about  this  time,  that  Paul  wrote  the 
First  Epistle  to  the  Corinthians.  That  it  was  written  at  Ephesus 
is  certain  from  1  Cor.  16,  8.  But  Paul  visited  this  city  only  twice  : 
the  first  time  when  he  touched  here  on  his  way  to  Jerusalem 
(18,  19),  and  again  at  this  present  time  of  his  prolonged  residence 
here.  He  could  not  have  written  the  Epistle  on  his  first  visit, 
because  the  church  at  Corinth  so  recently  gathered  would  not 
answer  then  to  the  character  which  it  bears  in  the  Epistle,  and 
still  more  decisively  because  Apollos  who  was  the  head  of  one 
of  the  parties  there  (1  Cor.  1,  12)  did  not  proceed  to  Corinth 
(18,  ,27)  till  shortly  before  Paul's  second  arrival  at  Ephesus. 
Again,  Paul  speaks  in  1  Cor.  4,  17  of  having  recently  sent  Tim 
othy  to  Corinth  (comp.  1  Cor.  16,  10),  and  here  in  the  Acts  (19, 
22)  Luke  speaks  evidently  of  the  same  event,  which  he  repre 
sents  as  preparatory  to  the  apostle's  intended  visit  to  the  same 
place.  As  Paul  now  left  Ephesus  in  the  spring  of  A.  D.  57 
(see  note  on  20,  1),  he  wrote  his  First  Epistle  to  the  Corinthians 
a  few  months  before  his  departure. 

VERSES  21.  22.      The  Apostle  proposes  to  leave  Ephesus. 

V.  21.     A  new  epoch  begins  here,  viz.  that  from  the  end  of 
the  year  and  three  months  to   Paul's  departure.  —  ravra,  these 
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things  up  to  this  time  since  the  arrival  at  Ephesus  ;  not  so  natur 
ally  those  relating  merely  to  the  exorcism  and  its  effects.  —  «$ero 
€v  TW  trvevfjMTL,  placed  in  his  mind,  purposed ;  see  on  5,  4.  — 
Macedonia  and  Achaia  occur  here  also  in  the  Roman  sense.  The 
order  of  the  names  indicates  that  the  apostle  intended  at  this 
time  to  have  proceeded  directly  from  Corinth  to  Jerusalem.  An 
unexpected  event  (see  20,  3)  compelled  him  to  change  his  plan. 
—  Set  ....  idea/,  it  is  necessary  tliat  I  should  see  also  Rome ;  not  in 
order  to  fulfil  any  revealed  purpose  of  God,  but  to  satisfy  his 
own  feelings.  He  was  anxious  to  visit  the  believers  there,  and 
to  preach  the  gospel  in  that  metropolis  of  the  world ;  see  Rom. 
1,  11.  14.  —  Paley  institutes  a  striking  comparison  between  this 
verse  and  Rom.  1,  13  and  15,  23-28.  "  The  conformity  between 
the  history  and  the  Epistle  is  perfect.  In  the  first  passage  of 
the  Epistle,  we  find  that  a  design  of  visiting  Rome  had  long 
dwelt  in  the  apostle's  mind  ;  here,  in  the  Acts,  we  find  that  design 
expressed  a  considerable  time  before  the  Epistle  was  written. 
In  the  history  we  find  that  the  plan  which  Paul  had  formed  was 
to  pass  through  Macedonia  and  Achaia ;  after  that,  to  go  to  Jeru 
salem  ;  and  when  he  had  finished  his  visit  there,  to  sail  for  Rome. 
When  the  Epistle  was  written,  he  had  executed  so  much  of  his 
plan,  as  to  have  passed  through  Macedonia  and  Achaia ;  and  was 
preparing  to  pursue  the  remainder  of  it,  by  speedily  setting  out 
towards  Jerusalem ;  and  in  this  point  of  his  travels  he  tells  his 
friends  at  Rome,  that,  when  he  had  completed  the  business  which 
carried  him  to  Jerusalem,  he  would  come  to  them,  when  he  should 
make  his  journey  into  Spain."  Nor  is  the  argument  to  be  evaded 
by  supposing  the  passages  to  have  been  adjusted  to  each  other 
in  this  manner.  "  If  the  passage  in  the  Epistle  was  taken  from 
that  in  the  Acts,  why  was  Spain  put  in  ?  If  the  passage  in  the 
Acts  was  taken  from  that  in  the  Epistle,  why  was  Spain  left  cut? 
If  the  two  passages  were  unknown  to  each  other,  nothing  can 
account  for  their  conformity  but  truth." 

V.  22.  Timothy  was  at  Corinth  when  last  mentioned  (18,  5). 
He  would  be  likely  to  cross  over  to  Ephesus  on  hearing  of  Paul's 
arrival  there.  But  what  connection  is  there  between  the  apostle's 
sending  Timothy  into  Macedonia  and  his  own  purpose  to  proceed 
to  Achaia?  We  obtain  an  answer  to  that  question  from  1  Cor. 
4,  17-19.  We  learn  there  that  Timothy  was  not  to  stop  m  Mac 
edonia,  but  to  pass  on  to  Corinth,  the  capital  city  of  Achaia,  and 
prepare  the  church  for  the  approaching  visit  of  the  apostle.  Thus 
"  the  narrative  agrees  with  the  Epistle  ;  and  the  agreement  is  at 
tended  with  very  little  appearance  of  design.  One  thing  at  least 
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concerning  it  is  certain ;  that  if  this  passage  of  Paul's  history 
had  been  taken  from  his  letter,  it  would  have  sent  Timothy  to 
Corinth  by  name,  or  at  all  events  into  Achaia."  —  Erastus  may 
be  the  person  of  that  name  in  2  Tim.  4,  20,  but  as  he  travelled 
with  Paul,  the  best  critics  distinguish  him  from  the  Erastus  in 
Rom.  16,  23  (Neand.  De  Wet.  Win.).  The  office  of  the  latter  as 
"  treasurer  of  the  city  ",would  demand  his  more  constant  presence 
at  Corinth.  —  auros  ....  'Aon'av,  he  himself  (while  they  departed) 
kept  back  unto  Asia;  eis  not  in  (De  Wet.  Rob.),  and  not  for  as  dat. 
comm.  (Win.),  uncommon  before  a  proper  name,  but  unto  as  the 
direction  towards  which  (Mey.). 

VERSES  23-27.     Demetrius  excites  a  Tumult  at  EpJiesus. 

V.  23.  As  at  Philippi  (16,  19),  so  here  the  Greeks  instigated 
the  riot;  their  motive  was  the  same  —  fear  of  losing  the  means 
of  their  ill-gotten  wealth.  See  note  on  14,  19.  —  Kara  rov  /ccupoi/ 
,  about  that  time,  viz.  that  of  Paul's  intended  departure.  — 
6801),  concerning  the  way ;  see  on  9,  2. 

V.  24.  yap  explains  why  a  tumult  arose.  —  vaous  apyvpovs  'Apre- 
,  silver  shrines  (not  for  in  E.  V.  but  )  of  Artemis.  These 
were  small  portable  images,  resembling  the  temple  at  Ephesus, 
and  containing  a  figure  of  the  goddess.  The  manufacture  of 
these  shrines  was  a  lucrative  business,  as  they  were  in  great  re 
quest;  they  were  set  up  in  houses  as  objects  of  worship,  or  car 
ried  about  the  person  as  having  the  supposed  power  to  avert 
diseases  and  other  dangers.  They  were  not  only  sold  here  in 
Asia,  but  sent  as  an  article  of  traffic  to  distant  countries.  Deme 
trius,  it  would  seem,  was  a  wholesale  dealer  in  such  shrines. 
He  executed  orders  for  them,  and  employed  re^vtrat?,  artisans, 
•who  received  lucrative  wages  (epyao-iW  OVK  oXiy^v)  for  their  labor. 
—  Compare  Trapeze™  with  the  active  form  in  16,  16. 

V.  25.  ou<>,  K.  T.  X.,  whom  having  assembled  and  the  other  ivork- 
men  in  his  employ.  The  artisans  performed  the  more  delicate 
processes,  and  the  epydVa?  the  rougher  work.  So  Bengel,  Kuinoel, 
Hemsen,  and  Meyer  distinguish  the  two  nouns  from  each  other. 
It  appears  improbable  that  Demetrius  would  confine  his  appeal 
to  Ins  own  men.  It  may  be  better  to  understand  epycrra<?  of  the 
laborers  in  general,  who  were  devoted  to  such  trades,  whether 
they  exercised  them  on  their  own  account  or  that  of  some  em 
ployer. —  Toiavro,  preceded  by  ra  limits  the  reference  to  vaovs,  i.  e. 
definitely,  such  things  as  those;  comp.  Matt.  19,  14;  2  Cor.  12,  2. 
3.  K.  §  246.  4.  It  is  incorrect  to  extend  the  pronoun  so  as  to 
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include  statuary,  pictures,  coins,  and  the  like  (Blmf.).  — 
ye  know  ivell;  see  v.  15.  —  raur^s  refers  to  TTOLWV  vaot's  in  Luke's 
narrative.  It  stands,  therefore,  for  some  equivalent  term  or  idea 
in  the  speech  of  Demetrius.  —  cvrropia,  prosperity,  wealth. 

V.  26.  'Ee^e'crou,  of  or  from,  (not  at)  Ephesus  depends  on  o^Xov 
as  a  genitive  of  possession.  —  'Ao-ia?  has,  no  doubt,  its  Roman  sense. 
The  effect  ascribed  here  to  Paul's  labors  agrees  with  the  statement 
in  v.  10.  —  peTeo-rrjo-ev,  turned  aside,  i.  e.  from  our  mode  of  worship. 
—  OTL  OVK,  K.  r.  X.,  that  they  are  not  gods  which  are  made  by  hands. 
The  mode  of  speaking  illustrates  the  disposition  of  the  heathen 
to  identify  their  gods  with  the  idols  or  temples  consecrated  to 
them  ;  see  on  17,  24.  We  can  imagine  the  effect  of  these  words 
on  such  auditors,  uttered  with  a  look  or  gesture  towards  the 
splendid  temple  within  sight. 

V.  27.  TOUTO  TO  /xepo?,  this  part,  branch  of  our  labor  (Kyp. 
Mey.).  The  idea  is,  that  their  art  as  silversmiths,  of  whatever 
use  it  might  be  in  other  respects,  would  soon  be  ruined,  as  to 
this  particular  application  of  it.  —  ^u,tv,  for  us  (dat.  incomm.), 
to  our  detriment.  Their  receipts  had  declined  perceptib'y  al 
ready,  and  at  this  rate  would  soon  be  cut  off  altogether.  —  dXXa 
Kat,  K.  T.  X.,  but  also  the  temple  of  the  great  goddess  Artemis  is  in 
danger,  etc.  KivSweu'et  extends  also  into  this  clause  and  governs 
the  following  infinitive.  /xeyaA^s  was  one  of  the  special  titles  of 
the  Ephesian  Diana.  In  regard  to  her  temple,  reckoned  as  one 
of  the  wonders  of  the  world,  the  reader  will  find  ample  details 
in  Howson.  The  edifice  in  Paul's  time  had  been  built  in  place 
of  the  one  burnt  down  by  Herostratus  on  the  night  of  Alexan 
der's  birth,  and  was  vastly  superior  to  it  in  size  and  grandeur. 
No  ruins  of  it  remain  at  present  on  the  spot;  but  the  traveller 
sees  some  of  the  columns  in  the  Mosque  of  St.  Sophia  at  Con 
stantinople,  originally  a  church,  and  in  the  naves  of  Italian  Cathe 
drals.  —  a<?  d/reXey/xov  eX^etv,  to  come  into  contempt  (Mey.)  ;  in  redar- 
gutwnem  venire  (Vulg.),  i.  e.  to  be  confuted,  rejected  (De  Wet). 
The  noun  occurs  only  here,  and  its  meaning  must  be  inferred 
from  its  relation  to  cognate  words.  A  result  of  confutation  is 
shame,  loss  of  character,  and  hence  the  expression  could  be  used 
to  signify  that  they  feared  lest  their  business  should  lose  its 
credit  in  the  public  estimation.  —  /xeXXetv,  K.  r.  X.,  and  also  that  her 
glory  ivill  be  destroyed,  etc.  The  discourse  here  changes  from 
the  direct  to  the  indirect,  as  if  l<fa  or  CITTC  had  introduced  this  part 
of  the  sentence.  We  have  a  similar  transition  in  23,  24.  See 
W.  \  64.  III.  2.  re  (needlessly  exchanged  by  some  for  8e)  joins 
the  clause  with  what  precedes,  while  /cat  adds  another  argument 
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to  enforce  the  speaker's  object.  —  17  otJcou/Acn?,  the  world;  comp. 
ori  11,  28.  The  temple  at  Ephesus  had  been  built  at  the  common 
expense  of  all  the  Greek  cities  of  Asia.  Pilgrims  repaired  thither 
from  all  nations  and  countries.  —  The  speech  of  Demetrius  de 
serves  attention  for  its  artful  character.  He  takes  care,  in  the 
first  place,  to  show  his  fellow-craftsmen  how  the  matter  affected 
their  own  personal  interests,  and  then,  having  aroused  their  self 
ishness,  he  proceeds  to  appeal  with  so  much  the  more  effect  to 
their  zeal  for  religion.  His  main  reliance,  as  Calvin  thinks,  was 
upon  the  first  :  "  Res  ipsa  clamat  non  tarn  pro  aris  ipsos  quam 
pro  focis  pugnare,  ut  scilicet  culinam  habeant  bene  calentem." 

VERSES  28-34.      The   Mob  seize  two  of  Paul's   Companions  and 
rush  to  the  Theatre. 


V.  28.  TrX^petg  Svpov,  full  of  wrath  against  Paul  and  the  Chris 
tians.  —  cKpa£ov,  continued  crying.  The  Greeks  lived  so  much  in 
the  open  air,  Demetrius  may  have  harangued  his  men  in  public  ; 
if  in  private,  the  rioters  had  now  gone  into  the  street.  Perhaps 
they  traversed  the  city  for  a  time  with  their  outcry,  before  execut 
ing  the  assault  spoken  of  in  the  next  verse,  and  swelled  their 
number  with  recruits  on  the  way. 

V.  29.  Kai  c7rA.7Jov%7,  K.  r.  X.,  And  the  whole  city  was  filled  with 
tumult,  or  the  tumult  if  we  read  r»}s.  The  evidence  for  the  article 
is  not  decisive.  —  wp/zrjo-av,  K.  r.  X.,  And  they  rushed  ivith  one  accord 
into  the  theatre.  The  subject  of  the  verb  here  includes  those  who 
excited  the  disturbance  and  those  who  joined  in  it.  They  rushed 
to  the  theatre  because  it  was  the  custom  of  the  Greeks,  though 
not  of  the  Romans,  to  use  their  theatres  for  public  business  as 
well  as  for  sports.  See  on  12,  21.  The  multitude  had  evidently 
no  definite  plan  of  action,  and  no  definite  idea  of  the  cause  of 
the  present  excitement  ;  see  v.  32.  All  they  knew  was,  that 
some  danger  threatened  their  religion,  and  under  that  impres 
sion  they  hastened  as  with  one  impulse  (6/x.o^v/xaSoV)  to  the  usual 
place  of  concourse  for  further  inquiry,  or  for  consultation.  Re 
mains  of  the  theatre  at  Ephesus  are  still  visible.  Its  outline 
can  be  traced,  showing  its  dimensions  to  have  been  larger  than 
those  of  any  other  theatre  known  to  us  from  ancient  times.  It 
was  built  on  the  side  of  a  lofty  hill,  with  the  seats  rising  in  long 
succession  one  above  another,  and,  like  similar  edifices  among 
the  ancients,  was  entirely  open  to  the  sky.  A  recent  traveller 
judges  that  it  was  large  enough  to  contain  thirty  thousand  per 
sons.  The  temple  of  Diana  could  be  seen  from  it,  at  no  great 
distance,  across  the  market-place.  Luke  has  violated  no  proba- 
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bility,  therefore,  in  representing  so  many  people  as  assembled  in 
such  a  place.  —  <rvva.p7rdcra.vTes,  after  having  seized  along  (out  of  the 
house,  prior  to  wp/x-^crai/),  or  (coincident  with  the  verb),  having  seized 
along  when  they  rushed.  See  note  on  21,  7.  Meyer  prefers  the 
first  mode,  De  Wette  the  second.  See  W.  $  45.  6.  b.  For  a  dif 
ferent  explanation  of  cru'v  in  the  participle,  see  Rob.  Lex.  s.  v.  — 
Gains,  or  Cams,  who  was  a  Macedonian,  is  not  the  one  mentioned 
in  20,  4,  or  in  Rom.  16,  23  and  1  Cor.  1,  15;  for  the  former  be 
longed  to  Derbe,  the  latter  to  Corinth.  —  Aristarchus  was  a  Thes- 
salonian  (20,  4)  ;  see  further,  on  27,  2. 

V.  30.  Ilat'Aov.  Paul  may  have  been  absent  from  his  abode  at 
the  time  of  the  assault,  as  was  the  case  at  Thessalonica  (17,  6). 
—  «s  TOV  &jfj.ov,  unto  the  people  in  the  theatre  (v.  31).  His  idea 
may  have  been,  that -his  appearance  there  in  person,  or  a  declara 
tion  that  he  was  willing  to  have  his  conduct  examined,  would  allay 
the  tumult ;  comp.  v.  37.  His  anxiety  must  have  been  the  greater 
from  his  not  knowing  to  what  danger  the  friends  who  had  fallen 
into  the  hands  of  the  mob  might  be  exposed.  —  ot  /xa^rat,  the 
disciples,  who  were,  no  doubt,  native  Ephesians.  They  under 
stood  their  countrymen  too  well  to  encourage  the  apostle's  incli 
nation. 

V.  31.  TOJI/  'Ao-iapxajf.  The  Asiarchs  were  ten  men  (Mey.), 
chosen  annually  from  the  chief  towns  in  proconsular  Asia,  to 
superintend  the  games  and  festivals  held  every  year  in  honor  of 
the  gods  and  the  Roman  emperor.  They  were  chosen  from  the 
wealthier  class  of  citizens,  since,  like  the  Roman  eediles,  they 
were  required  to  provide  for  these  exhibitions  at  their  own  ex 
pense.  Those  who  had  filled  the  office  once,  retained  the  title 
for  the  rest  of  life.  One  of  the  number  acted  as  chief  Asiarch, 
who  resided  commonly  at  Ephesus.  The  Bithyniarchs,  Gala- 
tarchs,  Syriarchs,  were  a  similar  class  of  magistrates  in  other 
provinces  of  Western  Asia.  —  Akerman  offers  here  the  following 
just  remark  :  "  That  the  very  maintainers  and  presidents  of  the 
henthen  sports  and  festivals  of  a  people  to  whom  the  doctrine  of 
Christ  and  the  resurrection  was  foolishness  were  the  friends  of 
Paul,  was  an  assertion  which  no  fabricator  of  a  forgery  would 
have  ventured  upon.  We  cannot  penetrate  the  veil  which  an 
tiquity  has  thrown  over  these  events,  and  are  only  left  to  conjec 
ture,  either  that  Christianity  itself  had  supporters,  though  secret 
ones  who  feared  the  multitude,  in  these  wealthy  Asiatics;  or 
that,  careless  of  the  truth  of  what  the  apostle  preached,  they 
admired  his  eloquence,  and  wished  to  protect  one  whom  they 
considered  so  highly  gifted." 
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V.  32.  ow,  therefore,  resumptive  as  in  9,  31  ;  8,  4.  It  puts  for 
ward  the  narrative  from  the  point  readied  in  v.  20.  The  two 
preceding  verses  relate  to  a  collateral  circumstance. 

V.  33.  IK  Sc  rov  OX^QV,  K.  r.  A.,  Now  out  of  the  croivd,  from  their 
midst,  they,  viz.  the  Jews,  urged  forward  Alexander.  "  As  the  Jews 
here  lived  in  the  midst  of  a  numerous  Greek  population  who 
viewed  them  with  constant  aversion,  any  special  occasion  roused 
their  slumbering  prejudices  into  open  violence,  and  they  had  then 
much  to  suffer.  Hence  the  Jews  on  this  occasion  feared  that  the 
anger  of  the  people  against  the  enemies  of  their  gods  —  espe 
cially  as  many  of  them  did  not  know  who  were  really  intended — 
would  be  directed  against  themselves,  and  they  were  anxious, 
therefore,  that  one  of  their  number,  a  man  by  the  name  of  Alex 
ander,  should  stand  forward,  in  order  to  shift  the  blame  from 
themselves  upon  the  Christians ;  but  the  appearance  of  such  a 
person  who  himself  belonged  to  the  enemies  of  their  gods,  ex 
cited  in  the  heathen  still  greater  rage,  and  the  clamor  became 
more  violent."  This  is  the  view  of  Neander,  and  is  the  one 
adopted  by  Kuinoel,  Hemsen,  Olshausen,  Winer,  and  most  oth 
ers.  Some,  on  the  contrary,  as  Calvin,  Meyer,  Wieseler,  under 
stand  that  Alexander  was  a  Jewish  Christian,  and  that  the  Jews, 
who  recognized  him  as  such,  pushed  him  forward  in  order  to 
expose  him  to  the  fury  of  the  populace.  aTroAoyeio-^ai  has  been 
said  to  favor  this  opinion ;  but  it  may  refer  to  a  defence  in  behalf 
of  the  Jews  as  well  as  of  the  Christians.  The  Alexander  in 
2  Tim.  4,  14  could  hardly  have  been  the  same  person  ;  6  x<*A/<ers 
may  have  been  added  there  to  distinguish  him  from  this  indi- 
.  vidual.  —  7Tf)o(3aXX6vTiDv  avrov  raiv  'Iou8aiW,  the  Jews  thrusting  him 
forward.  The  subject  of  this  subordinate  clause  is  the  same  as 
that  of  the  principal  clause  which  precedes  ;  whereas,  according 
to  the  ordinary  rule,  it  is  only  when  the  subjects  are  different  that 
the  genitive  absolute  is  employed.  7r/oo/3aAAoWwj/  would  have 
been  regularly  in  the  nominative.  Exceptions  like  this  occur  in 
the  classics.  The  idea  of  the  secondary  clause  acquires  in  this 
way  more  prominence.  See  K.  $  313.  R.  2,  as  compared  with  § 
312.  3. 

V.  34.  c7riyvovT€?  is  nominative,  as  if  t<j>u>vr]vav  uTrai/res  had  fol 
lowed,  instead  of  (f><Dvrj  ....€*  Trai/rtov.  See  W.  §  63.  I.  1.  The 
expression  with  that  change  would  have  been  more  correct,  but 
less  forcible.  /AIO.  IK  ira.vTwv  is  a  ca/lidajunctura,  which  will  arrest 
the  reader's  attention.  —  o>?  eVI  upas,  K.  r.  X.  Their  unintermitted 
cry  for  about  two  hours,  "  Great  is  Diana  of  the  Ephcsians  !  "  not 
only  declared  their  attachment  to  her  worship,  but,  according  to 

41 
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the  ideas  of  the  heathen,  was  itself  an  act  of  worship ;  comp. 
1  Kings  18,  26:  Matt.  6,  7.  The  Mohammedan  monks  in  India 
at  the  present  time  often  practise  such  repetitions  for  entire  days 
together.  They  have  been  known  to  say  over  a  single  syllable, 
having  a  supposed  religious  efficacy,  until  they  exhaust  their 
strength  and  are  unable  to  articulate  any  longer.1  —  It  has  been 
remarked  that  the  reverberation  of  their  voices  from  the  steep 
rock  which  formed  one  side  of  the  theatre  (see  on  v.  29)  must 
have  rendered  the  many-mouthed,  frenzied  exclamation  still  more 
terrific. 

VERSES  35-40.     Speech  of  the  City -Recorder,  who  quells  the  Uproar 
and  disperses  the  Multitude. 

V.  35.  6  ypa/x/xarcus,  The  Recorder.  In  the  cities  of  Asia  Minor, 
as  appears  from  notices  and  inscriptions,  this  was  the  title  of  a 
very  important  magistrate  with  various  functions,  though  his  more 
immediate  province  was  to  register  the  public  acts  and  laws,  or 
to  preserve  the  record  of  them.  See  Win.  Realw.  I.  p.  649.  He 
was  authorized  to  preside  over  public  assemblies,  and  is  men 
tioned  on  marbles  as  acting  in  that  capacity.  He  stood  next  in 
rank  to  the  municipal  chief,  and  performed  his  duties  during  the 
absence  or  on  the  death  of  that  officer.  A  ypa/x/zareus,  or  town-clerk, 
of  Ephesus  is  often  mentioned  on  coins  of  that  city.  See  New 
Englander,  X.  p.  144.  —  Karao-reiA-as  rov  o^ov,  having  stilled  the 
crowd,  by  showing  himself  to  them,  and  making  a  sign  (13,  16) 
that  he  wished  to  speak.  —  In  ris  ydp  eortv,  K.  r.  X.,  the  conjunction 
refers  to  a  suppressed  thought :  You  have  no  occasion  for  this 
excitement;  for  wliat  human  being  is  there,  etc.  dv$poj7ro>v  (comp. 
1  Cor.  2,  11)  and  not  oV^pwTro?  (T.  E-.)  is  to  be  read  here.  —  os  ov, 
K.  r.  X.,  who  does  not  know  that  the  city  of  the  Ephesians  is  keeper, 
guardian,  of  the  great  Diana ;  and  hence  it  was  unbecoming  in 
them  to  be  so  sensitive,  as  if  their  reputation  was  at  stake.  $eos 
after  /xeydA^s  (T.  R.)  should  be  omitted.  vewKopov,  lit.  temple- 
sweeper,  became  at  length  an  honorary  title,  and  as  such  was 
granted  to  certain  Asiatic  cities  in  recognition  of  the  care  and 
expense  bestowed  by  them  on  the  temple  and  worship  of  their 
favorite  deities.  It  is  found  on  coins  of  Ephesus,  struck  about 
Paul's  time.  —  rov  AioTreroGs,  sc.  dyaA.yu.aro5,  the  image  fallen  from 
Jupiter,  and  hence  so  much  the  more  sacred.  There  was  a  sim 
ilar  tradition  in  regard  to  a  statue  of  Artemis  in  Tauris  (Eurip. 
Iph.  T.  977),  and  also  one  of  Pallas  at  Athens  (Pausan.  I.  26.  6). 

1  See  Tholuck's  Auslegung  der  Bergpredigt  (3d  ed.),  p.  328  sq. 
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V.  30.  Toirron/,  these  things,  viz.  the  established  reputation  of 
the  Ephesians  for  their  attachment  to  the  worship  of  Diana,  and 
the  well-known  origin  of  her  image.  Hence  the  argument  is 
two-fold  :  They  had  no  reason  to  fear  that  such  a  people  (vew/copov) 
could  be  induced  to  abandon  a  religion  which  so  wonderful  an 
event  (SioTrerous)  had  signalized.  —  8e;>v  ecrrlv  ty-ias,  it.  is  necessary 
that  you,  i.  e.  morally,  you  ought. 

V.  37.  ydp  confirms  the  implication  in  TrpoTrere?,  i.  e.  that  they 
had  acted  rashly.  —  TOVTOVS  refers  to  Gains  and  Aristarchus;  see 
v.  29.  Paul  was  not  present.  —  iepoo-vXovs,  robbers  of  temples,  not 
of  churches.  It  is  singular  that  the  latter  translation,  so  incorrect, 
should  be  found  in  all  the  English  versions,  except  Wiclif's  and 
the  Rheims,  which  being  drawn  from  the  Vulgate,  have  "  sacri 
legious."  The  temples  among  the  heathen  contained  votive  offer 
ings  and  other  gifts,  and  were  often  plundered.  —  ovrc 

v/xoif,  nor  blaspheming  your  goddess.  It  was  the  effect  of  Paul's 
preaching  to  undermine  idolatry,  and  bring  the  worship  of  Arte 
mis  into  contempt. ;  but  as  at  Athens,  so  here  he  had  refrained 
from  denunciation,  opprobrium,  ridicule,  and  had  opposed  error 
by  contending  for  the  truth.  Hence  the  Recorder  could  urge 
that  technical  view  of  the  apostle's  conduct,  and  deny  that  he 
had  committed  any  actionable  offence.  It  would  almost  seem  as 
if,  like  the  Asiarchs,  he  was  friendly  at  heart  to  the  new  sect. 

V.  38.  ovv,  therefore,  since  the  men  are  innocent  in  regard  to 
such  crimes  as  sacrilege  and  blasphemy.  —  <rw  avrw,  ivith  him,  i.  e. 
his  associates  in  the  complaint  against  Paul  (comp.  5,  17).  The 
speaker  knew  of  their  connection  with  the  case  from  something 
which  they  had  done  or  said  in  the  assembly,  which  Luke  has 
not  related.  —  ayopaioi,  sc.  ^/xepat  ayoi/rat,  court-days  are  kept,  ob 
served.  The  days  are  so  called  because  the  courts  were  held  in 
the  forum;  comp.  10,  19;  17,  5.  It  is  contended  by  some,  that 
this  adjective  should  be  marked  as  proparoxytone  in  this  sense, 
but  as  circumflex  when  used  as  in  17,  5.  See  W.  $  0.  2.  The 
distinction  is  a  doubtful  one.  —  KOL  dv^vVarot  eunv,  and  there  are 
proconsuls.  The  plural  is  generic  (comp.  Matt.  2,  20),  as  but  one 
•such  officer  presided  over  a  province.  The  coins  of  Ephesus 
show  that  the  proconsular  authority  was  fully  established  there 
in  the  reign  of  Nero.  Akerman  gives  the  engraving  of  one  which 
has  the  head  of  that  emperor  on  the  obverse ;  and  on  the  reverse, 
a  representation  of  the  temple  of  Diana,  with  the  words  :  (Money) 
of  the  Ephesians,  Neocori,  JEchmoclcs  Aviola,  Proconsul.  —  tyxoXef- 
Toxrav  dXX^Xoi?,  let  them  implead  each  other,  is  a  technical  phrase. 

V.  39.     They  were  a  mob,  and  could  transact  no  public  busi- 
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ness.  —  et  8e  rt,  K.  r.  X.,  Bat  if  ye  make  any  demand  (stronger  than 
the  simple  verb)  concerning  other  things  than  those  of  a  private 
nature.  —  ev  TJJ  evvo/xo)  eKKA>?o-iu,  in  the  lawful  assembly  which  this 
is  not.  "  Legitimus  coetus  est  qui  a  magistratu  civitatis  convo- 
catur  et  regitur."  (Grot.) 

V.  40.  yap  justifies  the  intimation  in  eVvo/xw  as  to  the  character 
of  the  present  concourse.  —  /co/Swcvo/xcv.  They  were  in  danger 
of  being  called  to  account  by  the  proconsul.  The  Roman  gov 
ernment  watched  every  appearance  of  insubordination  or  sedition 
in  the  provinces  with  a  jealous  eye.  Thousands  were  often  put 
to  death  in  the  attempt  to  suppress  such  movements.  It  was  a 
capital  offence  to  take  any  part  in  a  riotous  proceeding.  The 
speaker's  hint,  therefore,  was  a  significant  one.  —  orcureujs  depends 
on  Trepi,  not  on  the  verb.  The  accent  on  Trepi  is  not  drawn  back, 
though  its  noun  precedes  (B.  §  117.  3),  because  an  adjective 
phrase  follows.  —  /x^Sevos  alrLov  vTrap^ovros  explains,  not  why  they 
were  liable  to  be  arraigned,  but  how  seriously  it  would  terminate 
if  the  affair  should  take  that  direction. — vrcpt  ov,  in  virtue  of  iv  kick. 
— .  This  speech  is  the  model  of  a  popular  harangue.  Such  ex 
citement  on  the  part  of  the  Ephesians  was  undignified,  as  they 
stood  above  all  suspicion  in  religious  matters  (v.  35.  36) ;  it  was 
unjustifiable,  as  they  could  establish  nothing  against  the  men 
(v.  37) ;  it  was  unnecessary,  as  other  means  of  redress  were  open 
to  them  (v.  38.  39)  ;  and,  finally,  if  neither  pride  nor  justice 
availed  anything,  fear  of  the  Roman  power  should  restrain  them 
(v.  40). 


CHAPTER    XX. 

VERSES   1-6.     Paul  proceeds  a  second  time  to  Greece,  and  returns 
from  there  to  Troas. 

V.  1.  /xera  Se  TO  TraucraiT^ai  rov  96pvf3ov,  Noiv  after  the  tumult  had 
ceased.  This  clause  shows  that  Paul  left  Ephesus  soon  after  the 
disturbance,  but  furnishes  no  evidence,  says  Neander,  that  his 
departure  was  hastened  by  it.  We  may  conclude  that  Paul 
•  tarried  at  Ephesus  until  Pentecost,"  pursuant  to  his  intention 
expressed  in  1  Cor.  16,  3;  and  consequently,  that  he  left  that 
city  in  the  spring  or  summer  of  A.  D.  57  or  58.  Compare  the 
note  on  18,  23  with  that  on  19,  10.  —  Before  taking  leave  of 
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Ephesus,  we  must  notice  another  event  which  Luke  has  not  re 
corded,  but  which  belongs  to  this  part  of  the  history.  In  2  Cor 
12,  14  (written  on  the  way  to  Greece),  the  apostle  says :  tSov, 
rpirov  TOVTO  eroi/xoos  l^w  cX^etv  TT/SOS  v/xas,  Behold,  this  third  time  I  am 
ready  to  come  unw  you.  The  connection  decides  that  rpi'rov  be 
longs  to  e'A^eu/.  It  cannot  refer  to  a  third  intention  merely  to  visit 
the  Corinthians  ;  for  he  is  saying  that,  as  he  had  "  not  been  bur 
densome  to  them  "  hitherto  when  he  was  among  them,  so  in  his 
present  visit  he  would  adhere  to  the  same  policy.  Again,  in 
2  Cor.  13,  1,  he  says :  rpirov  TOVTO  Ip^o/xai.  Here  it  is  expressly 
said,  that  the  apostle  was  now  on  the  point  of  making  his  third 
journey  to  Corinth.  The  correct  interpretation  of  2  Cor.  1,  15.  16 
presents  no  obstacle  to  this  construction  of  the  passages  here 
referred  to.  The  sixteenth  of  these  verses  explains  the  fifteenth. 
The  apostle  has  reference  in  v.  16  to  a  journey  to  Corinth  which 
lie  had  purposed,  but  had  failed  to  execute ;  viz.  a  journey  into 
Macedonia  by  the  way  of  Corinth,  and  then  a  return  to  Corinth 
from  Macedonia;  and  in  v.  15  he  says  that  this  plan  would  have 
secured  to  the  Corinthians  "a  second  benefit"  (Seurepav  x<¥>lv)  m 
connection  with  the  tour  proposed,  i.  e.  the  benefit  of  his  pres 
ence,  not  once  merely,  but  a  second  time.  There  is  every  reason 
to  suppose,  therefore,  that  Paul  had  been  at  Corinth  twice  when 
he  wrote  his  Second  Epistle  to  the  church  in  that  city.  So  con 
clude,  among  others,  Michaelis,  Schrader,  Bleek,  Liicke,  Schott, 
Anger,  Riickert,  Credner,  Neander,  Olshausen,  Meyer,  Wieseler, 
Osiander,  Howson.  But  where  in  Luke's  narrative  are  we  to 
insert  this  second  journey  to  Corinth?  Of  the  different  answers 
given  to  this  question,  I  regard  that  as  the  most  satisfactory  which 
places  the  journey  within  the  period  of  Paul's  residence  of  three 
years  at  Ephesus.  It  would  have  been  easy  for  him  to  have 
crossed  over  from  the  one  city  to  the  other  at  any  time ;  and,  con 
sidering  the  urgent  reasons  for  such  a  visit  furnished  by  the  con 
dition  of  the  Corinthian  church,  one  would  think  that  he  could 
hardly  have  refrained  from  availing  himself  of  the  opportunity. 
As  his  stay  there  was  probably  very  brief,  and  unattended  by 
any  important  event,  Luke  has  made  no  mention  of  it.  Schrader, 
Riickert,  Olshausen,  Meyer,  Wieseler,  Howson,  and  others,  in 
tercalate  the  journey  at  this  point.  Neander  suggests  that  Paul, 
at  the  commencement  of  this  missionary  tour,  may  have  ex 
tended  his  travels  before  his  arrival  at  Ephesus  so  far  as  to  have 
included  Greece.  Anger,  Schott,  and  some  others,  think  that 
Paul's  second  visit  to  Corinth  may  have  been  a  return  to  that 
city  from  some  excursion  which  he  made  into  the  neighboring 
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regions  during  the  year  and  a  half  of  his  first  sojourn  at  Corinth 
(18,1  sq.) .  —  do-Trao-a/xevos,  having  embraced  them.  How  many  tears 
of  affection  must  have  been  shed !  How  many  prayers  must 
have  been  offered  for  each  other  and  for  the  cause  of  Christ ! 
From  such  hints  as  those  in  v.  37.  38  and  in  21,  5.  6,  we  can  call 
np  to  ourselves  an  image  of  the  scene.  They  must  have  parted 
with  a  presentiment  at  least  that  the  apostle  was  now  taking  his 
final  leave  of  Ephesus ;  see  v.  25.  38.  —  e£r}A$e,  K.  r.  \.,  ivent  forth 
logo  into  Macedonia.  The  direction  which  the  apostle  took  we 
learn  from  2  Cor.  2,  12.  13.  He  proceeded  to  Troas,  where  he 
had  expected  to  meet  Titus,  whom  he  had  sent  to  Corinth  in  order 
to  ascertain  the  effect  of  his  First  Epistle  to  the  church  in  that 
city.  It  was  his  intention,  apparently,  to  remain  and  labor  for  a 
time  at  Troas,  in  case  the  information  for  which  he  was  looking 
should  be  favorable.  But  not  finding  Titus  there,  and  being  una 
ble  to  endure  a  longer  suspense,  he  embarked  at  once  for  Mace 
donia.  On  his  arrival  there  lie  met  with  Titus,  and  was  relieved 
of  his  anxiety ;  see  2  Cor.  7,  6. 

V.  2.  TO.  nepr)  exetva,  those  parts,  i.  e  the  region  of  Macedonia.  — 
TrapaKoAeo-a?  avrovs,  having  exhorted  them,  viz.  the  believers ;  see 
on  16, 40.  The  expression  shows  that  he  now  revisited  the  places 
where  he  had  preached  on  his  first  visit  here,  viz.  Philippi,  Thes- 
salonica,  Beroea.  It  was  here  and  now  that  Paul  wrote  his  Sec 
ond  Epistle  to  the  Corinthians.  That  he  wrote  the  letter  in  Mac 
edonia  is  evident  from  2  Cor.  9, 2. 4.  He  speaks  there  of  his  boast 
ing  to  the  churches  of  Macedonia  of  the  liberality  of  the  Corinthians, 
and  of  the  possibility  that  some  of  the  Macedonians  would  accom 
pany  him  to  Corinth.  See,  also,  2  Cor.  7,  5.  The  apostle,  now, 
as  far  as  we  know,  was  in  that  country  only  three  times.  When 
he  was  there  first  he  had  not  yet  been  at  Corinth  at  all  (16,  11) 
and  when  he  passed  through  that  province  on  his  last  return  to 
Jerusalem  (v.  3  below),  he  was  going  in  the  opposite  direction, 
and  not  advancing  to  Corinth,. as  stated  in  the  Epistle.  He  wrote 
the  Second  Epistle  to  the  Corinthians,  therefore,  on  this  second 
journey  through  Macedonia,  in  the  summer  probably,  or  early  au 
tumn  of  A.  D.  58  ;  see  note  on  21,  17.  —  In  Rom.  15,  19,  Paul  speaks 
of  having  published  the  gospel  as  far  as  to  lllyricum,  which  was  a 
country  on  the  west  of  Macedonia.  It  was  at  this  time,  probably, 
that  he  penetrated  so  far  in  that  direction.  It  could  not  have  been 
on  his  first  visit  to  Macedonia  (16,  12  sq.) ;  for  the  course  of  his 
journey  at  that  time  is  minutely  traced  in  the  Acts  from  his  land 
ing  at  Philippi  to  his  leaving  Corinth.  He  moved  along  the  east 
ern  side  of  the  peninsula,  and  was  kept  at  a  distance  from  Illyri- 
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cum.  When  he  passed  through  Macedonia  next  (v.  3),  he  had 
already  written  the  Epistle  to  the  Romans.  Lardncr  pronounces 
this  geographical  coincidence  sufficiently  important  to  confirm  the 
entire  history  of  Paul's  travels.  — efc  rryv'EXXaSa,  unto  Greece,  which 
stands  here  for  'A^aia  (18,  12;  19,  21),  as  opposed  to  Macedonia. 
Wetstein  has  shown  that  Luke  was  justified  in  that  use  of  the 
term.  Paul  was  proceeding  to  Corinth,  the  capital  of  the  province ; 
corap.  Rom.  16,  1. 

V.  3.  The  three  months  spent  here  preceded  the  summer  of  this 
year ;  see  v.  6.  The  stay  was  thus  brief  because  the  apostle  was 
anxious  to  return  to  Jerusalem  (v.  16).  The  Jewish  plot  was 
contemporaneous  with  his  leaving,  but  did  not  occasion  it. — 77-01770-0,? 
is  airacoluthic  for  iroupram;  see  19,  24.  —  It  was  just  before  his 
departure  from  Corinth,  that  Paul  wrote  the  Epistle  to  the  Ro 
mans.  That  it  was  written  at  Corinth  admits  of  being  proved  by 
several  distinct  arguments.  One  is  that  Paul  was  the  guest  of 
Gains  at  the  time  (Rom.  16,  23),  and  Gains,  as  we  learn  from  1 
Cor.  1,  14,  was  one  of  the  converts  at  Corinth  whom  Paul  baptized. 
Again,  he  commends  to  the  Roman  Christians  Pluebe,  a  deacon 
ess  of  the  church  at  Cenchrea  (see  on  18,  18),  who  was  on  the 
point  of  proceeding  to  Rome  (Rom.  16,  1),  and  was  probably  the 
bearer  of  the  letter.  Further,  the  apostle's  situation  as  disclosed 
in  the  Epistle  agrees  with  that  in  the  Acts  at  this  time.  Thus, 
he  was  on  the  eve  of  departing  to  Jerusalem  (Rom.  15,  25),  was 
going  thither  with  contributions  for  the  Jewish  believers  (Rom. 
15,  25.  26),  and  after  that  was  meditating  a  journey  to  Rome. 
The  date  of  the  Epistle,  therefore,  was  the  spring  of  A.  D.  58  or 
59.  —  /ueXXovrt,  K.  r.  A..,  as  he  is  about  to  embark  for  Syria,  with  the 
intention  of  going  directly  to  Jerusalem;  sec  also  19,  21.  The 
effect  of  the  conspiracy  was  to  change  his  route,  but  not  to  cause 
him  to  depart  prematurely.  He  came  with  the  design  of  passing 
only  the  winter  there;  see  1  Cor.  16,  6.  —  eytVero,  K.  T.  A.,  it  ivas 
thought  best  that  h.e  should  return  through  Macedonia.  The  infini 
tive  depends  on  yvoj/xt/  as  a  sort  of  appositional  genitive.  The 
expression  indicates  that  he  took  this  course  as  the  result  of 
advice  or  consultation.  How  his  journeying  by  land  rather  than 
by  sea  would  enable  him  to  escape  the  machinations  of  the  Jews 
is  not  perfectly  clear.  The  opinion  that  he  was  waiting  to  have 
the  navigation  of  the  season  reopen,  but  was  compelled  to  hasten 
his  departure  before  that  time,  is  certainly  incorrect ;  for  it  is  said 
he  was  on  the  point  of  embarking  when  the  conspiracy  of  the 
Jews  was  formed  or  came  to  be  known.  It  is  possible  that  the 
Jews  intended  to  assault  him  on  his  way  to  the  ship,  or  else  to 
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follow  and  capture  him  after  having  put  to  sea.  Hemsen's  con 
jecture  (Der  Apostel  Paulus,  u.  s.  w.,  p.  467)  is,  that  he  had  not 
yet  found  a  vessel  proceeding  to  Syria,  and  that  his  exposure  at 
Corinth  rendered  it  unsafe  for  him  to  remain,  even  a  few  days 
longer,  until  the  arrival  of  such  an  opportunity. 

V.  4.  aw€L7T€To  ay™,  followed  him,  formed  his  party.  This  could 
be  said,  though  they  did  not  travel  in  company  all  the  time.  The 
verb  belongs  to  all  the  names  which  follow,  but  agrees  with  the 
nearest.  —  The  best  manuscripts  read  Tivppov  after  SwTrarpos,  sc. 
mos;  genitive  of  kindredship  (see  on  1, 13).  This  addition  distin 
guishes  Sopatcr  perhaps  from  Sosispater  in  Rom.  16, 21,  since  they 
are  but  different  forms  of  the  same  name  (Win.).  —  ©eo-o-aXoj/tKecov 
is  a  partitive  genitive.  —  Aristarchus  was  mentioned  in  1 9, 2 9.  The 
Gains  in  that  passage  must  be  a  different  person  from  the  one 
here,  since  they  belonged  to  different  countries.  This  Gains  is 
probably  the  individual  of  this  name  to  whom  the  apostle  John 
wrote  his  Third  Epistle.  Some  critics  (Kuin.  Olsh.  Neand.) 
would  point  the  text,  so  as  to  make  Gains  one  of  the  Thessalo- 
nians,  and  join  Aep/5atos  with  Tt/xo^eos.  But  that  division  not  only 
puts  Kat  out  of  its  natural  place,  but  disagrees  with  16,  1,  where 
Timothy  appears  as  a  native  of  Lystra. — Secundus  is  otherwise 
unknown. — Luke  supposes  Timothy's  origin  to  be  familiar  to  the 
reader,  and  so  passes  it  over  ( De  Wet.  Mey. ).  —  Tychicus  is  named 
in  Eph.  6,  21  ;  Col.  4,  7;  Tit.  3,  12,  and  2  Tim.  4,  12.  He  was 
one  of  the  most  trusted  of  Paul's  associates.  —  Tropldmus,  who 
was  an  Ephesian,  appears  again  in  21,  29,  and  2  Tim.  4,  20. 
He  and  probably  Aristarchus  (27,  2)  went  with  the  apostle  to 
Jerusalem.  The  others  may  have  stopped  at  Miletus,  since 
the  language  in  v.  13  intimates  that  the  party  kept  together 
after  leaving  Troas.  Consequently,  a^/ot  TT}S  'Ao-ius  would  state 
the  destination  of  the  majority  of  the  travellers,  and  would  be  con 
sistent  with  the  fact  that  two  of  them  went  further. 

V.  5.  OVTOI,  these,  viz.  the  seven  mentioned  in  v.  4,  not  the  two 
named  last.  It  is  entirely  arbitrary  to  limit  the  reference  of  the 
pronoun. — TrpoeX^oVres,  having  gone  forward  from  Corinth  in  ad 
vance  of  Paul  and  Luke.  It  is  barely  possible  that  they  shipped  at 
once  for  Troas ;  but  it  is  more  probable  that  they  journeyed  through 
Macedonia,  both  because  o-weiWro  suggests  a  common  route  of  the 
parties,  and  because  Sopater  and  the  others  may  have  been  sent 
thither  to  finish  the  alms-collection,  which  Paul  had  commenced. — 
^/xas,  us.  Luke  resumes  here  the  first  person  plural,  which  has 
not  occurred  since  16,  17.  See  the  remarks  on  16,  40. 

V.  6.     7//A€i?,  we,  must  include  the  writer  of  the  narrative,  Paul, 
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and  possibly  others,  in  distinction  from  those  who  had  gone  for 
ward  to  Troas.  As  Timothy  was  one  of  those  who  preceded 
the  apostle,  it  is  evident  that  he  and  the  writer  of  the  narrative 
were  different  persons.  Tholuck,  Langc,1  Ebrard,  and  others, 
pronounce  this  passage  sufficient  of  itself  to  disprove  the  hy 
pothesis  that  Timothy,  not  Luke,  wrote  the  portions  of  the  Acts 
in  which  the  historian  speaks  as  an  eye  witness.  —  ^cvXcwofLcy 
a?™  <$iA.tWu>»',  we  sailed  forth  from  Philippi,  i.  e.  from  its  harbor  on 
the  coast;  see  note  on  16,  12.  —  /xera  ru?  ry/xe'pa?  TU>I/  afy'fJUDv,  after 
the  days  of  unleavened  bread,  the  festival  of  the  Passover  (see  on 
12,  3),  which  no  doubt  they  observed,  not  in  the  Jewish  spirit  any 
longer,  but  with  a  recognition  of  Christ  as  the  true  Paschal  Lamb ; 
see  John  1 ,  36  and  1  Cor.  5.  7.  Some  think  that  they  remained  at 
Philippi  for  the  sake  of  the  celebration  (Mey.);  but  we  must 
view  that  as  an  inference  altogether,  since  Luke  mentions  the 
Passover  only  in  its  chronological  relation  to  the  voyage.  Calvin 
suggests  as  the  motive  for  remaining  that  Paul  would  find  the 
Jews  more  accessible  to  the  truth  during  the  season  of  such  a 
solemnity.  —  a^pis  ^/xepoii/ TreVre,  unto  Jive  days,  as  the  limit  reached; 
they  were  so  long  on  the  way.  The  passage  on  the  apostle's  first 
journey  to  Europe  occupied  two  days  only;  see  16,  11.  Adverse 
winds  or  calms  would  be  liable,  at  any  season  of  the  year,  to  oc 
casion  this  variation.  —  ^//.e'pas  em-a,  seven  days,  may  be  indefinite,  a 
week's  time  (comp.  21,4;  28,14).  They  arranged  it  so  as  to  bring 
a  Sabbath  within  the. time  spent  there.  If  the  number  be  exact, 
then  they  arrived  just  at  the  close  of  the  week,  since  they  left  the 
day  after  the  Sabbath  (v.  7). 

VER  ES  7-12.     Paul  preaches  at  Troas,  and  administers  the  Sacra 
ment. 

V.  7.  ei>  TV}  fjaa  run/  (ra/3ftdrwv,o?i  the  jirst  day  of  the  week;  not  on 
one  of  the  Sabbaths,  Jewish  festivals,  which  overlooks  the  article, 
and  not  on  the  one  of  them  next  after  their  arrival,  since  that  would 
imply  that  they  passed  more  than  one  such  festival  here,  contrary 
to  Luke's  statement  that  they  left  on  the  day  following.  In  the 
New  Testament  els  stands  generally  for  Trpcuros  in  speaking  of  the 
days  of  the  week;  see  Matt.  28,  1 ;  Mark  16,  2;  John  20,  19,  etc 
W.  $  37.  1.  It  is  an  imitation  of  the  ordinal  sense  of  ins.  See 
Gesen.  Heb.  Gr.  Hi  8,  4.  The  passages  just  cited,  and  also  Luke 
24,  1 ;  John  20,  1,  and  1  Cor.  16,  2  show  that  week  is  one  of  the 
senses  of  <rdp j3a.ra.  The  Jews  reckoned  the  day  from  evening  to 

1  Das  Leben  Jcsu  nach  den  Evangelicn  dargestellt,  Erstcs  Bach,  p.  251. 
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morning,  and  on  that  principle  the  evening  of  the  first  day  of  the 
week  would  be  our  Saturday  evening.  If  Luke  reckons  so  here, 
as  many  commentators  suppose,  the  apostle  then  waited  for  the 
expiration  of  the  Jewish  Sabbath,  and  held  his  last  religious  ser 
vice  with  the  brethren  at  Troas,  at  the  beginning  of  the  Christian 
Sabbath,  i.  e.  on  Saturday  evening,  and  consequently  resumed 
his  journey  on  Sunday  morning.  But  as  Luke  had  mingled  so 
much  with  foreign  nations  and  was  wilting  for  Gentile  readers,  he 
would  be  very  apt  to  designate  the  time  in  accordance  with  their 
practice  ;  so  that  his  evening  or  night  of  the  first  day  of  ike  week 
would  be  the  end  of  the  Christian  Sabbath,  and  the  morning  of  his 
departure  that  of  Monday.  Olshausen,  Neander,  De  Wette, 
Meyer,  and  most  other  critics,  recognize  here  a  distinct  trace  of 
the  Christian  Sabbath  in  that  early  age  of  the  church.  See  also 
1  Cor.  16,2,  and  Rev.  1,10.  It  is  entirely  immaterial,  of  course,  to  the 
objects  of  the  day  or  the  validity  of  the  apostolic  example,  whether 
the  first  Christians  began  their  Sabbath  in  the  Jewish  way,  on  Sat 
urday  evening,  or  at  midnight,  a  few  hours  later.  "  Since  the  suffer 
ings  of  Christ,"  says  Neander,  "  appeared  as  the  central  point  of  all 
religious  experience  and  life,  since  his  resurrection  was  consider 
ed  as  the  foundation  of  all  Christian  joy  and  hope,  it  was  natural 
that  the  communion  of  the  church  should  have  specially  distin 
guished  the  day  with  which  the  memory  of  that  event  had  con 
nected  itself."  But  the  introduction  of  the  Sabbath  was  not  only 
in  harmony  with  Christian  feeling,  but,  as  w.e  have  good  reason  to 
believe,  was  sanctioned  and  promoted  by  the  special  authority  of 
the  apostles.  "  It  is  in  the  highest  degree  probable,"  says  Meyer, 
"  that  the  observance  of  the  Sabbath  rests  upon  apostolic  institu 
tion  ;  since  the  gospel  was  extended  among  the  heathen  who  had 
not  been  accustomed  to  the  Jewish  Sabbath,  it  was  natural  and 
necessary  that  the  apostles  should  instruct  them  in  regard  to  such 
a  day,  on  account  of  the  importance  of  the  resurrection  of  Christ ; 
and  this  supposition  is  an  indispensable  one,  in  order  to  account 
for  the  very  early  and  general  celebration  of  the  Christian  Sab 
bath."  In  support  of  the  last  remark,  this  author  refers  to  Justin 
Martyr,  who,  born  at  the  beginning  of  the  second  century,  says 
(Apol.  II.)  that  the  Christians  of  his  time,  "both  in  the  cities  and 
the  country,  were  accustomed  to  assemble  for  worship  on  the  day 
called  Sunday"  (r^  rot)  r}/U'ou  X^yo^ivrj  f)fj.€pa).  —  crw^y/AeVoov  ^//-cov,  we 
being  assembled;  not  ru>v  /xa^roiv,  the  received  reading,  which  our 
version  follows.  The  latter  term  may  have  been  inserted  to  pro 
vide  an  antecedent  for  aurots.  The  use  of  the  pronoun  is  like  that 
in  8,  5. — For  KAao-at  aprov,  see  on  2,  42.  46. 
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V.  S.  ?j(rav  Se  Xa/x-dSes  IKO.VO.L,  Now  there  were  many  lamps;  and 
hence  the  fall  of  the  young  man  was  perceived  at  once.  So 
Meyer  explains  the  object  of  the  remark.  But  that  relation  of  the; 
circumstance  to  the  rest  of  the  narrative  is  not  clearly  indicated. 
It  has  much  more  the  appearance  of  having  proceeded  from  an 
eye  witness,  who  mentions  the  incident,  not  for  the  purpose  of 
obviating  a  difficulty  which  might  occur  to  the  reader,  but  because 
the  entire  scene  to  which  he  refers  stood  now  with  such  minute 
ness  and  vividness  before  his  mind.  The  moon  was  full  at  the 
Passover  (v.  6),  and  after  the  lapse  now  of  somewhat  less  than 
three  weeks,  only  appeared  as  a  faint  crescent  in  the  early  part  of 
the  night  (Hws.).  —  cV  ro>  vTrtpiou,  in  the  upper  room,  which,  as  ap 
pears  from  the  next  verse,  was  on  the  third  story.  See  note  on 
1,13.  —  ov  ripe*  a-vvTjy/jievoL,  where  ive  ivere  assembled.  In  the  re 
ceived  text  the  verb  is  rjo-av,  they  were,  which  accords  with  the 
variation  in  the  last  verse. 

V.  9.  CTTI  TT}?  Svpt&os,  upon  the.  window,  the  seat  of  it.  "  It  will 
be  recollected  that  there  were  no  windows  of  glass  ;  and  the  win 
dow  here  mentioned  was  a  lattice  of  joinery,  or  a  door,  which  on 
this  occasion  was  set  open  on  account  of  the  heat  from  the  many 
lights  and  the  number  of  persons  in  the  room.  It  should  be  ob 
served  that  the  windows  of  such  places  in  general  reached  nearly 
to  the  floor;  they  would  correspond  well  to  what  our  word  'win 
dow  '  signified  originally,  viz.  ivindore,  wind-door,  i.  e.  a  door  for 
the  admission  of  wind  or  air."1 — Kara^epo/xevos  inrva>  (3a9ei,  being 
overcome  with  deep  sleep. — Karet/c'x^t?  cbro  rov  UTTVOV,  having  been 
borne  down  from  (the  effect  of)  the  sleep  into  which  he  had  sunk. 
This  second  participial  clause  states  a  result  of  the  condition  de 
scribed  by  the  first.  —  cTrco-ev.  The  window  projected  (according 
to  the  side  of  the  room  where  it  was  situated)  either  over  the 
street,  or  over  the  interior  court ;  so  that  in  either  case  he  fell  from 
the  third  story  upon  the  hard  earth  or  pavement  below. —  TJ/J&? 
vf/cpo's,  was  taken  up  dead-,  which  it  is  entirely  foreign  to  any  inti 
mation  of  the  context  to  qualify  by  adding  "  in  appearance,"  or 
"  as  they  supposed." 

V.  10.  eTrcTrecrev,  K.  r.  A.,  fell  upon  him, and  having  embraced  him, 
after  the  example  of  Elisha  in  2  Kings  4, 34.  As  in  that  instance, 
so  in  this,  the  act  appears  to  have  been  the  sign  of  a  miracle. — /n) 
SopvftciaSt,  do  not  lament,  which,  according  to  the  Oriental  habit 
and  the  import  of  the  word,  they  were  doing  with  loud  and  pas 
sionate  outcry ;  comp.  Matt.  9,  23;  Mark  5,  39.  See  on  10,  15. — 

1  Illustrated  Commentary,  Vol.  V.  p.  206. 
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f]  yap  \jjv)(7)  ....  etrrtv,  for  his  life  is  in  him,  which  he  could  say 
whether  he  perceived-  that  it  was  not  extinct,  or  had  been  restored. 

V.  11.  TOV  aprov,  the  bread  already  spoken  of  in  v.  7.  The  article 
which  the  T.  R.  omits,  belongs  here  (Tsch.  Lchm.  Mey.).  The 
fall  of  Eutychus  had  delayed  the  communion,  which  Paul  now 
proceeds  to  administer.  —  yevcrd^vo^,  having  eaten,  because  proba 
bly  they  connected  a  repast  with  the  sacrament  ;  see  on  2,  42.  — 
e<£'  iKui/oV  may  refer  to  the  time  occupied  in  the  entire  service  ;  or, 
more  naturally  in  this  connection,  to  the  remainder  of  the  night 
after  the  preceding  interruption.  —  a^pis  avyfjs,  until  day-break,  about 
five  o'clock,  A.  M.,  at  that  season  (Alf.).  —  ovrtos,  thus,  after  these 
events;  comp.  17,  33;  28,  14.  —  i£$\&tv,  went  forth,  i.  e.  on  his 
journey.  Yet  the  term  may  not  exclude  a  brief  interval  between 
the  religious  services  and  his  departure,  and  during  that  time  the 
vessel  could  weigh  anchor  and  start  for  Assos  (see  on  v.  13). 

V.  12.  r/yayoi/,  brought  him  into  the  assembly  (Hems.  Mey.),  not 
to  his  home.  The  subject  of  the  verb  is  indefinite.  This  circum 
stance  is  supplementary  to  what  is  stated  inv.  11  ;  not  subsequent 
to  it  in  point  of  time.  —  £oWa,  living,  which  suggests  as  its  antithe 
sis  that  he  had  been  dead;  or,  at  least,  that  such  was  their  belief. 
—  TrapeKXrjSrjcrav,  were  consoled,  viz.  by  his  restoration  to  them. 
Some  understand  it  of  the  effect  of  Paul's  discourse;  which  is  in 
correct,  as  that  is  not  here  the  subject  of  remark.  —  ov  juerpiW,  not 
a  little,  very  much.  Observe  the  litotes. 

VERSES  13-16.      They  prosecute  the  Journey  to  Miletus. 

V.  13.  77/xets,  ive,  viz.  the  writer  and  the  other  companions  of  the 
apostle.  —  TrpoeXSwres,  having  gone  forward,  though  from  the  cir 
cumstances  of  the  case,  it  could  not  have  been  long  first.  They 
may  have  left  as  soon  as  the  assembly  broke  up,  while  Paul  still 
remained  a  short  time  (see  on  v.  11)  ;  or,  in  order  to  reach  Assos  in 
good  season,  may  have  left  even  before  the  conclusion  of  the  ser 
vice.  They  spent  the  entire  week  at  Troas  as  well  as  Paul  (see 
v.  6),  and  hence  could  not  have  preceded  him  before  the  end  of 
that  time.  —  eis  ryv  "Ao-o-oi/,  unto  Assos,  which  was  a  coast-  town  in 
Mysia,  south  of  Troas.  —  lKel$iv,from  there,  because  the  writer  has 
his  mind,  not  on  their  arrival,  but  the  subsequent  departure  or 
progress.  —  ovrw  jap,  K,  r.  X.,for  so  (that  they  should  take  him  at 
that  place)  he  had  arranged  for  himself;  the  passive  in  the  sense 
of  the  middle.  W.  $  39.  3.  —  ^e'AW  refers  to  his  intention.  — 
7re£eu€«/.  This  foot-journey,  according  to  the  best  evidence,  was 
about  twenty  miles.  A  paved  road  extended  from  Troas  to  Assos  ; 
so  that  starting  even  as  late  as  seven  or  eight  o'clock,  A.  M.,  Paul 
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could  have  reached  Assos  in  the  afternoon.  A  friend  of  the  wri 
ter,  a  native  of  Greece,  stated  that  he  himself  had  travelled  on 
foot  between  the  two  places  in  five  hours.  The  distance  by  sea 
is  about  forty  miles.  His  object,  it  is  conjectured,  may  have  been  , 
to  visit  friends  on  the  way,  or  to  have  the  company  of  brethren 
from  Troas,  whom  the  vessel  was  not  large  enough  to  accommo 
date. 

V.  14.  d)5  cnW/SoAcv  y]plvy  as  he  met  with  us,  seems  to  imply  that 
he  found  them  already  there.  —  eis  rty  "Aorcrov,  at  Assos,  lit.  unto, 
because  the  preceding  verb  implies  the  idea  of  the  journey  thither 
on  the  part  of  Paul.  Mitylene,  where  they  appear  to  have  stopped 
over  night,  was  on  the  east  side  of  Lesbos,  the  capital  of  that 
island.  The  distance  from  Assos  by  sea  was  thirty  miles ;  so 
that  the  voyage  hither  from  Troas  was  an  easy  one^for  a  day. 
Castro,  the  present  capital,  stands  on  the  site  of  the  ancient  city. 
The  name  of  the  island  is  now  Metilino  or  Metelin,  a  corruption 
of  Mitylene. 

V.  15.  T-TJ  eTTLovoy,  on  the  following  day,  the  second  from  Troas. 
—avTLKpv  Xt'ov,  opposite  to  Chios,  the  modern  Scio,  south  of  Lesbos. 
The  language  intimates  that,  instead  of  putting  into  the  harbor, 
they  lay  off  the  coast  during  the  night. —  rfj  8«  erepa,  K.  r.  A..,  and 
•upon  the  next  day  (the  third  from  Troas)  we  put  along  unto  Samos. 
This  island  is  still  further  down  the  ^Egean.  At  one  point  it 
approaches  within  six  miles  of  the  mainland.  It  retains  still  the 
ancient  name.  They  may  have  touched  here,  but  as  appears 
from  the  next  clause  did  not  stop  long. —  KCU  juetWvre?  eV  Tpu>yiA- 
AI'OJ,  and  having  remained  at  Trogyllium^  which  was  their  next 
night-station,  since  on  the  following  day,  being  the  fourth,  they  ar 
rived  at  Miletus.  Trogyllinm  most  commentators  suppose  to  be 
the  promontory  and  the  town  of  that  name  in  southern  Ionia,  op 
posite  Samos  where  it  is  nearest  to  the  shore.  There  was  also 
an  island  of  the  same  name  on  the  coast  of  this  promontory  (Strab. 
14.  G36),  which,  says  Forbiger  (Handb.  II.  p.  170),  was  unques 
tionably  the  Trogyllium  intended  in  this  passage.  The  apostle 
would  have  been  nearer  to  Ephcsus,  at  Trogyllium  on  the  main 
land,  than  he  was  at  Miletus  ;  but  a  better  harbor  or  greater  facil 
ity  of  intercourse  may  have  led  him  to  prefer  the  more  distant 
place  for  his  interview  with  the  elders.  —  Miletus  was  on  the  con 
fines  of  Caria,  twenty-eight  miles  south  of  Ephesus,  and  just 
below  the  mouth  of  the  Meander.  They  reached  here  on  the 
fourth  clay  from  Troas,  hence  either  on  Wednesday  or  Thursday, 
aome  doubt  existing  (see  on  v.  7)  as  to  the  day  of  the  week  when 
they  sailed  from  Troas. 
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V.  16.  The  external  testimony  requires  KCKpifcet,  instead  of 
2/cpive  ( Grsb.  Lchm.  Mey.)  :  For  he  had  determined  to  sail  past 
Ephesus,  which  explains  why  they  had  left  that  city  at  the  north ; 
they  were  opposite  to  it  when  at  Samos.  As  it  depended  on  his 
decision  whether  they  stopped  or  proceeded,  Paul  and  his  friends 
had  evidently  some  control  of  the  vessel.  The  number  being  so 
great,  they  may  have  chartered  the  craft  (as  is  very  common  in 
the  Levant  at  present)  ;  at  all  events  they  must  have  had  suffi 
cient  influence  with  the  captain  to  induce  him  to  consult  their 
wishes.  —  OTTCOS  .  .  .  .  ev  rfj  'Atria,  that  it  might  not  happen  to  him, 
i.  e.  that  he  might  avoid  inducements,  to  spend  time  in  Asia.  He 
might  have  gone  to  Ephesus  and  returned  during  the  time 
that  he  remained  at  Miletus ;  but  he  feared  to  trust  himself  there 
lest  the  importunity  of  friends  or  the  condition  of  the  church  might 
detain  him  too  long,  or  even  lead  him  to  alter  his  purpose. — 
€o-7re7;§€  yap,  K.T.  A.,  for  he  ivas  hastening,  if  it  were  possible  for  him,  etc. 
More  than  three  of  the  seven  weeks  between  the  Passover  and 
Pentecost  had  elapsed  already.  One  had  expired  before  they 
left  Philippi ;  they  were  five  days  on  their  way  to  Troas,  remained 
there  seven  days,  and  were  four  days  on  the  way  to  Miletus.  — 
For  Trei/T^Koo-n}?,  see  on  2,  1.  —  yevecr^ai  implies  motion,  and  takes 
after  it  eis. 


VERSES   17-35.      The  Address  of  Paid  to  the  Ephesian  Elders  at 

Miletus. 

V.  17.  His  subject  is  fidelity  in  the  ministerial  office ;  .first,  as 
illustrated  in  his  own  example ;  and  secondly,  as  required  of 
those  whom  the  Spirit  has  called  to  this  office.  In  v.  18-21  he 
reminds  his  hearers  of  his  conduct  while  he  lived  among  them ; 
in  v.  19-25  he  informs  them  that  he  is  about  to  be  separated  from 
them  to  meet  no  more  on  earth ;  and  in  v.  26-35  he  charges  them 
to  be  watchful  for  the  safety  of  the  flock  which  had  been  intrusted 
to  them,  and  was  to  be  exposed  in  future  to  so  many  dangers.  — 
vpeo-fivTcpovs  =  tTTLo-Ko-rrovs  (v.  28).  Compare  the  note  on  14,  23. 
Our  English  translators  render  the  latter  term  "overseers"  in  v.  28, 
contrary  to  their  usual  practice.  "  The  E.  V.,"  says  Mr.  Alford 
very  candidly,  "has  hardly  dealt  fairly  in  this  case  with  the 
sacred  text ;  since  it  ought  there  as  in  all  other  places  to  have 
been  '  bishops,'  that  the  fact  of  elders  and  bishops  having  been 
originally  and  apostolically  synonymous  might  be  apparent  to  the 
ordinary  English  reader,  which  now  it  is  not."  —  Luke  speaks 
only  of  the  Ephesian  elders  as  summoned  to  meet  the  apostle  at 
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Miletus ;  but  as  the  report  of  his  arrival  must  have  spread  rapidly, 
it  could  not  have  failed  to  draw  together  others  also,  not  only  from 
Ephcsus,  but  from  the  neighboring  towns  where  churches  had 
been  established.  See  on  v.  25. 

V.  18.  vjjitis  is  emphatic;  see  on  10,  15.  —  OLTTO  Tr/som/?  .  .  .  . 
,  from  tlt.e  first  day  I  came  unto  Asia,  we  are  to  connect  with 
eyei/o/AT?!/,  how  I  conducted  (Kuin.  De  Wet.);  not  witli 
,  ye  knoiv  (Mey.).  As  was  to  be  foreseen,  Meyer  cor 
rects  himself  here  in  his  last  edition.  —  The  duration  of  the  pe 
riod  (-rroiVTa  xpoVov)  is  stated  in  v.  31.  The  position  of  roV  before 
Travra.  is  exceptional,  as  in  Gal.  5,  14,  and  1  Tim.  1,  16.  See  K. 
$  246.  5.  J3. 

V.  19.  /ACTO.  Traor/s  TaTretvo^poo-wrys,  with  all,  the  utmost  (see  on 
4,  29),  lowliness  of  mind,  humility ;  its  opposite  is  tu/^Aa  <j>povtiv 
(Rom.  12,  16).  Compare  Phil.  2,  3  and  1  Pet.  5,  5.  This  use  of 
Tras,  says  Tholuck,1  is  eminently  Pauline ;  comp.  Eph.  1,  3.  8 ; 
4,  2;  6,  18;  2  Cor.  12,  12;  1  Tim.  3,  4 ;  2  Tim.  4,  2;  Tit.  2,  15; 
3,  2.  —  SaKpvw,  with  tears  of  solicitude  for  their  salvation;  see 
v.  31.  Compare  2  Cor.  2,  4  and  Phil.  3,  18.  TroAAoV  before  Sa/<piW 
in  the  common  text  should  be  dropped  (Grsb.  Mey.  Tsch.). — 
Tmpaoyzajv,  trials,  persecutions  which  he  suffered  from  his  country 
men.  Luke  has  not  spoken  distinctly  of  these  Jewish  machina 
tions  at  Ephesus ;  but  in  19,  9  he  describes  a  state  of  feeling  on 
the  part  of  the  Jews,  which  must  have  been  a  prolific  source  of 
hostility  both  to  the  person  of  the  apostle  and  to  the  objects  of 
his  ministry.  That  his  situation  there  was  one  of  constant  peril 
we  see  from  1  Cor.  15,  31.  32;  16,  9;  and  2  Cor.  1,  8-10. 

V.  20.  <I>5  ov&lv,  K.  T.  A..,  depends  still  on  cVio-ra.o-.9c  (v.  18),  but 
illustrates  at  the  same  time  the  intervening  TTOJ?  eyevo/xr/i/ :  how 
(not  that)  I  kept  back  nothing  of  the  things  expedient,  i.  e.  out  of 
regard  to  men's  censure  or  their  favor.  How  perfectly  this  re 
mark  harmonizes  with  Paul's  character  we  have  proof  in  such 
passages  as  2  Cor.  4,  2;  Gal.  1,  10;  1  Thess.  2,  4. — rov  /XT/  di/a-y- 
•yerAcu,  K.  T.  X.,  that  I  should  or  might  (tclic,  as  if  in  denial  of  the 
possibility  that  he  could  mean  to  preach  less  than  the  entire  truth) 
not  announce  unto  you  and  teach  you,  viz.  the  things  expedient 
for  them.  But  both  clauses  contain  a  negative  idea,  and  the  rule 
stated  on  10,  47  may  apply  here  :  he  withheld  nothing  from  them, 
that  he  should  (as  the  effect  of  such  withholding)  not  announce 


1  "Die  Eeden  dcs  Apo>tels  Paulas  in  der  Apostel^eschichtc,  mit  scincn  Bricfcn 
vergliehen,"  in  the  Stiulien  und  Kritiken,  1839,  p.  305  sq.  I  have  drawn  several 
of  the  notes  on  this  address  from  that  instructive  Article. 
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and  teach.  In  other  words,  the  infinitive  states  not  the  object  of 
{iTrecrmXtt/x-ei/  as  before,  but  a  consequence  of  the  suppression  if 
unhindered.  See  W.  $  44.  4.  Compare  v.  27  below.  —  8^00-10,, 
in  public,  as  in  the  synagogue  (19,  8),  or  in  the  school  of  Tyran- 
nus  (19,  9).  —  KO.T  oucov?,  in  houses,  private  assemblies. 

V.  21.  r>)v  €ts  TOV  $ew  /u,erayoiaj/,  the  repentance  (which  is  meet) 
in  respect  to  God,  i.  e.  exercised  towards  him  as  especially  wronged 
by  transgression.  See  Ps.  51,  4.  De  Wette  supposes  a  brevilo- 
quence,  as  in  8, 22 :  repentance  (with  a  return)  unto  God.  Compare 
26,  20.  The  first  sense  agrees  best  with  the  use  of  ek  in  the  next 
clause.  "  In  God  the  Father,"  says  Olshausen,  "  lies  expressed 
the  idea  of  the  strict  righteousness,  to  which  the  repentance  di 
rects  itself,  in  Christ  the  idea  of  the  compassion  to  which  the  faith 
has  reference."  —  "It  appears,"  says  Tholuck,  "to  belong  to  the 
peculiarities  of  the  apostle  that  he  in  particular  appeals  so  often 
to  his  blameless  manner  of  life.  The  occasion  for  this  lies  some 
times  in  the  calumnies  of  his  enemies,  as  when  he  says  in  2  Cor. 
1,  12 :  '  For  our  boasting  (xavgiprce)  is  this,  the  testimony  of  our 
conscience,  that  in  simplicity  and  godly  sincerity,  not  with  fleshly 
wisdom,  but  by  the  grace  of  God,  we  have  had  our  conversation 
in  the  world,  and  more  especially  among  you.'  The  eleventh 
chapter  shows  what  adversaries  he  had  in  view  in  this  self-justi- 
fication.  But  often  these  appeals  spring  only  from  that  just  con 
fidence  with  which  he  can  call  upon  others  to  imitate  him,  as  he 
himself  imitates  the  Saviour.  Thus  in  1  Cor.  11,  1  he  cries:  'Be 
ye  followers  of  me,  even  as  I  also  am  of  Christ ; '  and  in  Phil. 
3,  17  :  '  Brethren,  be  followers  together  of  me,  and  mark  them 
who  walk  so  as  ye  have  us  for  an  ensample.'  Such  personal  tes 
timonies  are  not  found  in  the  other  Epistles  of  the  New  Testa 
ment,  nor  are  they  frequent  in  the  writings  of  other  pious  men  ; 
on  which  account  we  are  authorized  to  consider  their  occurrence 
in  this  discourse  (v.  18-21)  as  a  mark  of  its  historical  character." 

V.  22.  SeSe/zeVos  TO>  Trvcv/xan,  bound  in  the  spirit,  i.  e.  his  own, 
in  his  mind,  feelings  (19,  21) ;  constrained  by  an  invincible 
impulse  or  sense  of  duty  (Hnr.  Kuin.  De  Wet.  Rob.),  so  as  to 
be  indifferent  to  danger  on  the  one  hand  (v.  23),  and  perhaps 
immovable  under  any  remonstrance  or  appeal  on  the  other 
(21,  13).  The  expression  may  be  compared  with  our  mode  of 
speaking  when  we  say  "bound  in  good  faith,  in  conscience,"  and 
the  like.  Some  understand  Trve^art  of  the  Holy  Spirit :  urged 
by  his  influence  or  command  (Calv.  Kypk.  Wdsth.).  But  that 
meaning  is  the  more  doubtful  here,  because  TO  ayiov  in  the  next 
verse  appears  to  be  added  to  distinguish  that  Trvev^a  from  this 
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The  sense  bound  in  the  spirit,  i.  e.  viewing  himself  as  already  in 
chains,  a  prisoner  in  imagination,  though  not  yet  in  body  (Chrys. 
Grot.  Bng.  Hws.),  anticipates  the  sequel  of  the  sentence,  and  is  too 
artificial  where  all  the  rest  is  expressed  with  so  much  simplicity. 
Meyer's  first  explanation  was  bound  on  the  Holy  Spirit  (Rom.  7, 2  : 

1  Cor.  7,  27),  i.  e.  dependent  on  him ;  but  I  am  pleased  to  see  that 
in  his  last  edition  he  defends  the  first  of  the  views  given  above. 

V.  23.  TrXrjv,  sc.  €t8u>9,  but  knowing.  —  Kara  Tro'Xu/,  from  city  to 
city,  as  he  pursued  the  present  journey. — Sw/tofmjpcro/ /tot,  testifies 
fully  to  me,  not  by  an  inward  revelation  (for  why  should  he 
have  received  that  Kara  7roA.iv?),  but  through  the  prophetic  an 
nouncement  of  others.  Luke  has  not  recorded  the  instances ; 
they  may  have  occurred  at  Philippi,  at  Troas,  at  Assos.  He  men 
tions  two  such  communications  which  were  made  to  Paul  after 
this  ;  see  21r  4.  11.  The  common  text  leaves  out  /H.OI,  which  be 
longs  after  the  verb.  —  pevovcrw,  aivait  me,  not  wherever  he  went, 
but  at  Jerusalem.  7ropcvofj.at  ei?  €IepovcraA.?J/A  determines  the  place. 
—  Paley  compares  this  verse  with  Rom.  15,  30,  which  Epistle  the 
apostle  had  just  written  at  Corinth.  He  there  entreats  the  Roman 
Christians  "  to  strive  together  with  him  in  their  prayers  to  God 
for  him,  that  he  might  be  delivered  from  them  who  believed  not 
in  Judea."  The  two  passages,  therefore,  "without  any  resem 
blance  between  them  that  could  induce  us  to  suspect  that  they 
were  borrowed  from  one  another,  represent  the  state  of  Paul's 
mind,  with  respect  to  the  event  of  the  journey,  in  terms  of  sub 
stantial  agreement.  They  both  express  his  sense  of  danger  in 
the  approaching  visit  to  Jerusalem ;  they  both  express  the  doubt 
which  dwelt  upon  his  thoughts  concerning  what  might  there  be 
fall  him." 

V.  24.  ovSevos  Xoyov  TTOIOV/ACH,  /  make  account  of  nothing,  i.  e. 
which  I  may  be  called  to  suffer.  On  the  contrary,  as  he  says  in 

2  Cor.  12,  10  :  "I  take  pleasure  in  infirmities,  in  reproaches,  in 
necessities,  in  persecutions,  in  distresses,  for  Christ's  sake."    An 
other  reading  draws  the  two  clauses  of  the  common  text  into 
One  :   dXX'  ovSevos  Xoyov  Trotov/xat  TT)V  i/a^v  rt/ziav   e/xavrw,   but  of  no 
account  do  I  esteem  my  life  ivorthyfor  myself.     The  construction  is 
less  simple  than  the  other,  and  may  have  given  place  to  it  on 
that  account  (Tsch.  Mey.  Alf).  —  u>s  rcXetcoo-at  TOV  8po/x,ov  pov,  thus 
(i.  e.  with  this  aim,  to  wit)  in  order  to  fnish  my  course.     That  he 
should  shrink  from  no  danger,  that  he  should  be  willing  to  offer 
up  his  life  for  the  sake  of  the  gospel,  he  regarded  as  due  to  his 
office,  as  essential  to  his  character  as  an  approved  minister  of 
Christ,     ok  strengthens  merely  the  telic  force  of  the  construction 
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It  occurs  with  the  infinitive  here  only  (unless  we  add  17,  14), 
arid  in  the  phrase  ws  €?ros  ewreM/  (Heb.  7,  9).  W.  $  44.  1.  Alford 
refers  us  to  rt/xtW,  held  not  his  life  so  precious  as  to  finish,  etc. 
But  he  must  arbitrarily  insert  for  that  purpose  the  correlative 
"  so,"  and  even  then  translates  the  common  reading  only  and  not 
the  one  received  into  his  text.  —  Some  critics  (Lchm.  Mey.  Tsch.) 
omit  /xera  ^apas  after  Spo/Aov  /xov.  It  is  wanting  in  several  impor 
tant  authorities.  —  Sta/Aaprupao-^ai  ....  TOV  ^cou  defines  in  what 
the  SiaKovta  consisted.  The  infinitive  may  depend  on  the  verbal 
idea  involved  in  that  noun  (De  Wet.) :  (commanding  or  requiring) 
that  I  should  testify  fully,  etc.;  or  it  may  follow  as  epexegetical. — 
In  the  sublime  language  of  this  verse  we  hear  distinctly  the  voice 
of  the  man  who,  on  approaching  the  end  of  his  career,  could  say : 
"  I  am  now  ready  to  be  offered,  and  the  time  of  my  departure 
is  at  hand.  I  have  fought  a  good  fight;  I  have  finished  my 
course,  I  have  kept  the  faith.  Henceforth  there  is  laid  up  for 
me  a  crown  of  righteousness,  which  the  Lord,  the  righteous  judge, 
shall  give  me  at  that  day"  (2  Tim.  4,  6-8).  Compare  also  Phil. 
2,17. 

V.  25.  KOL  vvv  resumes  the  thought  in  v.  22.  —  oTSa  expresses, 
not  an  apprehension  or  a  presentiment,  but  a  conviction,  yap 
oloa  TOVTO  (T.  R.)  has  more  against  it  than  for  it.  Paul's  oTSa 
having  been  fulfilled,  Zeller  sees  evidence  of  the  post  eventum 
character  of  the  word  in  that  agreement.  —  on  OVKC.TI,  K.  T.  A..,  that 
ye  shall  see  no  more,  etc.  If  Paul's  Roman  captivity  closed  with 
his  death,  he  certainly  never  saw  the  Ephesian  elders  after  this 
interview.  "  Nor,  if  we  suppose  him  to  have  been  liberated,  can 
any  contradictory  result  be  urged  on  that  ground,  since  the  tradi 
tions  of  the  fathers  decide  nothing  in  regard  to  the  journeys  of 
the  apostle  between  his  supposed  liberation  and  his  second  cap 
tivity."  (Mey.)  It  has  been  proposed  to  emphasize  TrdWes,  as 
if  some  of  them  at  least  might  hope  to  renew  their  intercourse 
with  him ;  but  that  qualification  is  inconsistent  with  v.  37.  38.  — 
cv  olg  SirjXSov,  among  whom  I  went  about,  may  intimate  a  wider 
circuit  of  labor  than  that  furnished  by  a  single  city.  The  apostle 
either  addressed  those  who  had  come  from  different  churches  in 
the  region  (see  on  v.  17),  or  at  this  point  of  the  discourse  recog 
nized  those  before  him  as  representatives  of  these  churches. 
Some  understand  8u}X$ov  to  describe  Paul's  labors  in  various  parts 
of  Ephesus,  or  the  visits  which  he  made  to  the  houses  of  the 
presbyters.  The  expression  favors  the  wider  view,  says  Neander, 
but  is  not  inconsistent  with  the  other. 

V.  26.     Sto,  tl therefore ;  since  it  was 'proper  for  him  to  close  his 
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ministry  with  such  a  testimony.  —  /xapTv'po/xai  =  /Aaprup4>,  I  testify , 
declare  as  a  witness,  as  in  Gal.  5,  3,  and  Eph.  4,  17,  and  occasion 
ally  in  the  classics  (Papc  Lex.,  s.  v.).  It  means  properly  obfest, 
call  to  witness,  with  the  accusative  of  a  person.  —  6Vt  KaSapos, 
K.  T.  A..  See  on  18,  6.  The  expression  is  peculiar  to  Paul's 
speeches.  In  this  clause  et/xt  may  have  been  displaced  from  the 
text  (Grsb.  Lach.  Mey.). 

V.  27.  ov  yap,  K.  T.  A.,  For  I  shrunk  not  back  (while  among  you) 
that  I  should  not  declare  unto  you.  Compare  on  v.  20. — TTJV  ftovXty 
TOV  $€ov,  the  plan  of  God  as  to  the  way  of  saving  men,  unfolded 
in  the  gospel. 

V.  28.  Trpoo-exere  ow,  K.  r.  A..,  Take  heed,  therefore,  (since  in  fu 
ture  the  responsibility  will  rest  on  you,)  unto  yourselves  (that  ye 
be  faithful),  and  unto  all  thefiock  (that  they  be  kept  from  error). 
Here  Paul  speaks  just  as  he  writes  in  1  Tim.  4,  16.  —  cV  <S,  in 
ichich,  since  the  bishops  made  part  of  the  flock,  while  they  had 
the  direction  of  it.  —  TO  Trvev/za  ISsro  may  refer  to  their  having 
been  chosen  under  the  direction  of  the  Spirit  (13,  2  ;  14,  23),  or 
to  their  having  been  qualified  for  their  office  by  the  Spirit  (1  Cor. 
12,  8).  —  Troi/Wvetv  includes  the  idea-  not  only  of  instruction,  but 
of  government  and  of  supervision  in  general ;  comp.  1  Pet.  5,  2, 
See  the  note  on  14,  23. — rty  fKK\rjcriav  TOV  Kvptov,  or  Seov,  the  church 
of  the  Lord  or  God.  The  reading  here  is  disputed.  The  exter 
nal  testimony  preponderates  in  favor  of  /cvpt'ov,  and  most  of  the 
recent  critics  accept  that  as  the  original  word,  as  Griesbach,  Lach- 
man,  Bornemann,  Tischendorf,  Meyer,  Tregelles.  Some,  as  Ben- 
gel,  Rinck,  Scholz,  Mill,  Alford,  decide  for  3eov.  The  internal 
argument  is  claimed  on  both  sides.  It  is  said  that  Seov  agrees  best 
with  the  usage  of  Paul,  since  in  his  Epistles  c/ocX^o-ta  TOV 
occurs  eleven  times,  cK/cA^o-ia  TOV  Xptorov  once,  but  never  t 
TOV  KvpLov.  It  is  replied  to  this,  that  the  uncommon  expression  is 
more  likely  to  have  been  exchanged  for  the  ordinary  one  than 
the  reverse.1  Wordsworth  inclines  to  $eov,  mainly  for  internal 
reasons.  See  Humphry's  note  on  the  other  side.  The  variations 

TOV    KVptOV    5cOV,    TOV    $€OV     Kttt    KVptOV,    aild    TOV    KVptOV    KOL  &COV  ai'C   tOO 

slightly  supported  to  require  notice.  —  fy  TrepieTroujo-aTo,  which  he 
(redeemed  and  thus)  obtained  for  himself  (as  a  possession)  ;  comp. 
tva  \vrp(t)O"rjT(iL  T^nxa?  O.TTO  7rao~^5  dvo/xta?,  KCtt  Ka.$a.pto~r)  eavTW  Aaov  Treptov- 
criov  (Tit.  2,  14);  and  Aaos  €ts  TrepiTrofyo-tv  (1  Pet.  2,  9). — Sia  TOV 


1  For  a  view  of  the  testimonies  in  the  case,  see  Davidson's  Lectures  on  Biblical 
Criticism,  p.  175  sq.  He  adopts  rov  Kvpiov  as  the  probable  reading.  Green 
(p.  Ill)  comes  to  the  same  conclusion. 
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cu/zaros  represents  the  atonement  as  consisting  preeminently 
in  the  sacrifice  and  death  of  Christ.  See  Matt.  20,  28  ;  Rom.  3, 
24  ;  Eph.  1,  7  ;  1  Tim.  2,  6;  Heb.  9,  12;  13,  12,  etc. 

V.  29.  TOVTO  gives  prominence  to  the  following  clause  ;  comp. 
9,  21.  —  eicreXeuo-ovrai  is  said  of  those  who  should  come  to  them 
from  other  places.  —  /m-a  rrjv  afa&v  pov,  not  after  my  decease  (De 
Wet.),  but  my  departure,  ju-era  TTJV  a-m^w  (Ion.  for  a<£i£«/)  ryv  eis 
©>j/5as  occurs  in  Herod.  9.  17.  —  XVKOL  /3a/>ets,  violent,  rapacious, 
wolves,  which  represent  here*  not  persecutors,  but  false  teachers  ; 
see  v.  30,  and  Matt.  7,  15.  These  men  would  be  as  far  from  cor 
responding  to  their  professed  character  as  guardians  of  the  flock, 
as  fierce  wolves  are  unlike  the  faithful  shepherd. 

V.  30.  e£  V/ACOV  avrcoj/,  from  you  yourselves,  i.  e.  from  their  own 
community  ;  not  necessarily  from  the  number  of  those  present.  — 
That  the  danger  which  Paul  announced  was  realized,  we  learn 
from  the  Epistles  to  Timothy  (see  especially  2  Tim.  2,  17)  and 
from  Rev.  2,  2.  The  latter  passage  shows  that  some  of  these 
false  teachers,  in  order  to  strengthen  their  influence,  laid  claim  to 
the  authority  of  apostles. 

V.  31.  Sio  ypryyopetre,  Therefore  ivatch  ;  since  their  vigilance 
should  be  equal  to  the  dangers  which  threatened  them.  —  ^vrj^o- 
veuon-es,  K.  T.  X.,  remembering,  etc.  How  they  should  watch,  with 
what  constancy  and  solicitude,  they  had  been  taught  by  his  own 
example.  —  T/ater/W,  the  space  of  three  years,  may  be  a  proximate 
expression,  but  must  come  nearer  to  three  years  than  two.  See 
the  note  on  19,  10.  In  Rev.  2,  2.  3,  we  have  an  interesting  proof 
that  the  apostle's  admonition  was  not  in  vain.  "  Thou  hast  tried 
them,"  it  is  said  of  the  church  at  Ephesus,  "  who  say  that  they 
are  apostles  and  are  not,  and  hast  found  them  liars  ;  .  .  .  .  and  for 
my  name's  sake  hast  labored  and  hast  not  fainted." 

V.  32.  Trapart^e/xat,  K.  T.  X.,  I  commend  you  to  God  and  to  the 
word  of  his  grace,  i.  e.  in  this  connection,  to  the  power  of  this 
word  as  the  instrumentality  which  God  employs  for  the  religious 
confirmation  and  security  of  his  people.  —  dSeX^ot  fails  in  so  many 
copies  as  to  be  doubtful.  —  ru>  Swa/xeVw  it  is  best  to  refer  to  #€<3  as 
the  principal  word  (Calv.  Bng.  Mey.  De  Wet.)  ;  not  to  Xo'yw  (Hnr. 
Kuin.).  —  €7roiKo8o/x7}crtti,  to  build  up  further,  is  Pauline,  but  has  less 
support  here  than  oiKoSo/xfyo-at.  "  This  term  reminds  us  of  Eph. 
2,  20,  and  can  be  taken  only  in  the  sense  of  that  passage.  Re 
markable,  also,  is  the  expression  KX^/aovo/xia  «/  rot?  r/yiacr/x-eVois  Tracrw. 
Here  Traces  gives  prominence  to  the  idea  of  a  great  company  of 
the  holy,  and  reminds  us  again  of  Eph.  3,  18.  The  expression. 
*  an  inheritance  among  the  sanctified,'  i.  e.  participation  in  the 
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spiritual  blessings  which  exist  among  them,  is  likewise  peculiarly 
Pauline,  and  occurs  further  only  in  the  words  of  Paul  in  26,  18 
and  in  Eph.  1,  18."  (Thol.) 

V.  33.  He  warns  them  against  avarice,  against  a  sordid  spirit. 
—  tVe^pyo-a,  coveted  when  he  was  with  them;  not  perf,  as  in 
E.  V.  —  lfj.aTia-fji.ov,  raiment.  The  wealth  of  the  Orientals  consisted 
in  part  of  costly  garments ;  they  trafficked  in  them  or  kept  them 
in  store  for  future  use.  See  Ez.  2,  69;  Neh.  7,  70;  Job  27,  16; 
2  Kings  5,  26.  This  fact  accounts  for  the  allusion  to  the  de 
structive  power  of  the  moth,  as  well  as  rust,  in  Matt.  6,  19  and 
James  5,  2. 

V.  34.  KCU  rots  ova-i  fj.fr  e/xov  is  an  instance  of  varied  construe 
tion:  and  to  (the  wants  of)  those  ivith  me.  W.  $  63.  II.  1.  Those 
referred  to  here  are  Timothy,  Erastus,  Luke,  and  others,  who 
traversed  sea  and  land  with  the  apostle,  attached  to  him  as  per 
sonal  friends  and  still  more  as  friends  of  the  cause  which  they 
served.  —  at  x€W€<>  aurat,  these  hands,  which  we  may  suppose  him 
to  have  held  up*  to  view  as  he  spoke,  and  which  may  have  been 
marked  with  traces  of  the  toil  to  which  they  were  inured.  See 
the  note  on  17,  10  and  18,  3.  —  This  allusion  to  the  apostle's 
habit  of  manual  labor  while  he  was  at  Ephesus  accords  remark 
ably  with  1  Cor.  4,  11.  12.  Luke  has  said  nothing  of  it  in  his 
narrative  of  Paul's  residence  in  that  city  (19,  1  sq.).  But  in  the 
above-named  passage  of  the  Epistle,  which  Paul  wrote  just  be 
fore  his  departure  from  Ephesus,  we  find  him  saying :  "  Unto  this 
present  hour  ....  we  labor,  working  with  our  own  hands."  Nothing 
could  be  more  undesigned  than  this  agreement.  "  It  is  manifest 
that,  if  the  history  in  this  passage  had  been  taken  from  the  Epis 
tle,  this  circumstance,  if  it  appeared  at  all,  would  have  appeared 
in  its  place,  that  is,  in  the  direct  account  of  Paul's  transactions  at 
Ephesus.  The  correspondence  would  not  have  been  effected,  as 
it  is,  by  a  kind  of  reflected  stroke,  that  is,  by  a  reference  in  a 
subsequent  speech  to  what  in  the  narrative  was  omitted.  Nor  is 
it  likely,  on  the  other  hand,  that  a  circumstance  which  is  not  ex 
tant  in  the  history  of  Paul  at  Ephesus,  should  have  been  made 
the  subject  of  a  fictitious  allusion,  in  an  Epistle  purporting  to  be 
written  by  him  from  that  place ;  not  to  mention  that  the  allusion 
itself,  especially  in  time,  is  too  oblique  and  general  to  answei 
any  purpose  of  forgery  whatever."  Paley. 

V.  35.  Travra,  not  all  things  as  the  object  of  vrre'Sei^a  (E.  V., 
Hmph.),  but  adverbial,  in  all  ways,  i.  e.  by  doctrine  and  by  ex 
ample  ;  comp.  1  Cor.  10,  33 ;  Eph.  4,  15.  —  ourw  /coTrtuWas,  so  labor 
ing,  viz.  as  I  have  done.  —  Set  u.vTt,\afjtj3dvfaSat  TOJV  uo^evowTwv,  that 
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you  ought  to  assist  the  weak,  feeble,  i.  e.  the  poor,  whom  this  mode 
of  designation  contrasts  with  the  rich, 'who  are  strong,  powerful 
(Chrys.  Knin.  Olsh.  De  Wet.  Rob.  Hws.).  The  examples  in 
Wetstein  sanction  this  meaning  of  ao-^evovVro)!/.  See  also  Rob. 
Lex.  s.  v.  But  the  stricter  sense  of  the  word  (4,  9 ;  5,  15;  Matt. 
25,  39,  etc.)  is  entirely  appropriate :  the  iveak,  i.  e.  those  unable 
in  consequence  of  physical  infirmity  to  labor  for  their  own  sup 
port.  The  apostle  would  enforce  here  the  duty  of  industry  and 
self-denial,  in  order  to  procure  the  means  of  relieving  those  who 
are  disabled  by  any  cause  from  taking  care  of  themselves.  He 
holds  up  to  them  his  own  example,  his  diligence  in  labor, 
his  disinterestedness,  as  worthy  of  their  imitation.  Compare 
2  Thess.  3,  7  sq.  —  Others  understand  do-^evowTwi/  of  the  weak 
in  their  religious  faith  or  principles.  The  apostle's  object  as  they 
argue,  was  to  exhort  the  elders  to  maintain  themselves  by  their 
own  labor,  out  of  regard  to  those  who  would  not  appreciate  their 
claim  to  support,  who  would  take  offence  at  the  appearance  of 
anything  like  a  mercenary  spirit  in  their  teachers.  So  Calvin, 
Bengel,  Neander,  Meyer,  Tholuck,  and  others.  It  is  alleged  that 
this  interpretation  is  necessary,  in  order  to  make  the  cases  paral 
lel;  that,  as  Paul  labored  for  his  own  support,  so  the  object  of 
their  labor  must  be  the  same.  But  ovrw  KOTrioWas  does  not  require 
that  sort  of  correspondence.  Instead  of  the  same  application 
of  the  fruits  of  his  industry,  the  ovrw  may  refer  equally  well  to 
the  manner  and  spirit  of  his  labor,  i.  e.  to  his  assiduity  in  it,  and 
his  benevolence,  which  he  would  have  them  imitate,  though  the 
class  of  persons  to  be  benefited  in  the  two  cases  was  different. 
The  positive  objections  to  this  exegesis  are  first,  that  the  lan 
guage  is  too  mild,  as  understood  of  such  illiberality ;  secondly, 
that  some  word  or  the  context  should  define  ao-ScvovvTw,  qualified 
by  rrj  TTUTTCI  in  Rom.  14,  1  sq.,  and  in  effect  by  777  <rw€iSrycrei  in 
1  Cor.  8,  9  (compared  with  v.  7)  ;  and,  thirdly,  that  it  destroys 
the  opposition  between  the  giving  of  personal  favors  and  the  re 
ception  of  them,  as  contemplated  in  the  words  of  Christ.  The 
use  of  run/  do-^ei/on/  in  1  Thess.  5,  14  weakens,  it  is  true,  the  second 
objection.  It  may  be  added,  that  Paul,  although  he  waived  his 
own  right  to  a  maintenance  from  those  to  whom  he  preached,  was 
remarkable  for  the  decision  with  which  he  asserted  that  right  in 
behalf  of  others ;  comp.  Rom.  15.  27 ;  1  Cor.  9,  13.  14  ;  Gal.  6,  6 ; 
1  Tim.  5,  17.  18.  See  also  the  Saviour's  rule  on  this  subject  in 
Luke  10,  7.  Hence,  if  the  explanation  under  remark  were  cor 
rect,  it  would  array  the  author  of  the  speech  against  the  Epistles. 
It  would  justify  Zeller's  objection,  that  the  true  Paul  after  repre- 
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senting  his  own  assumption  of  the  expenses  of  his  support  (for 
example,  in  1  Cor.  9,  1-27)  as  unprescriptive  and  voluntary,  would 
not  so  forget  himself  as  to  impose  his  example  in  that  respect 
upon  the  Ephesian  teachers  as  one  which  they  must  follow.  — 
on  aurds,  that  he  himself.  Our  English  translation  overlooks  the 
emphasis.  —  /za/capioi/  ....  Xa/x^Sdi/eti/,  It  is  more  blessed  to  give,  than 
to  receive.  The  Evangelists  have  not  recorded  this  saying  of 
Christ.  It  comes  down  to  us  here  as  an  interesting  specimen  of 
the  many  such  words  that  fell  from  his  lips  and  were  treasured 
up  in  the  memory  of  the  first  disciples,  but  which  no  similar  ap 
plication  has  rescued  from  oblivion.  It  will  be  noticed  that  Paul 
alludes  to  the  remark  as  familiar  to  his  hearers.  —  The  best 
authorities  read  /xaXXoi/  SiSoVat  instead  of  the  inverse  order.  — 
Nothing  is  wanting  to  attest  the  Pauline  origin  of  this  Miletian 
speech.  It  agrees  with  Paul's  history,  reflects  Paul's  character, 
bears  the  stamp  of  Paul's  style.  This  last  point  deserves  a  fuller 
illustration.  The  following  examples  show  the  linguistic  affinity 
between  the  discourse  and  the  apostle's  writings.  SovAeuW  r<3 
/cvpio),  £eu>  or  Xpto-7-a>  occurs  in  v.  1 9  above  ;  six  times  in  Paul,  else 
where  only  in  Matt.  6,  24  and  Luke  16,  13.  TaTreivo^poo-wr;  is 
found  only  in  v.  19,  five  times  in  Paul,  and  once  in  Pet.  5,  5; 
vTroo-rfXXo)  in  v.  20.  27,  and  in  Gal.  2,  12 ;  TO  a-vp^epov  in  v.  20,  once 
in  Heb.  12,  20,  and  three  times  in  the  First  Epistle  to  the  Corin 
thians  ;  StaKo^ta  in  v.  24,  and  twenty-two  times  in  Paul ;  /xaprv- 
po/xat  in  v.  26,  and  in  Gal.  5,  3  and  Eph.  4,  17  ;  <£a'8o//,ai  in  v.  29,  in 
2  Pet.  2,  4,  and  seven  times  in  Paul;  vovScrtiv  in  v.  31,  and  seven 
times  in  Paul ;  KOTTLOLV  in  v.  35,  in  Paul  on  the  contrary  thirteen 
times;  and  the  hortatory  yp^yopetre  in  v.  31,  elsewhere  only  in 
1  Cor.  16, 13.  See  Lekebusch,  Composition  der  Apostelgeschichte, 
p.  339. 

VERSES  36-38.     Paul  prays  with  the  Elders,  and  embarks  again. 

V.  36.  Set?  ra  ydvara,  having  kneeled  (7,  60  ;  9,  40).  This  was 
the  attitude  in  prayer  which  prevailed  among  the  early  Chris 
tians,  except  on  the  Sabbath  and  during  the  seven  weeks  before 
Pentecost,  when  they  generally  stood.  They  regarded  the  latter 
posture  as  the  more  appropriate  one  for  the  expression  of  grati 
tude,  and  adopted  it,  therefore,  on  joyful  occasions  (Hmph.).  It 
cannot  be  shown  that  the  distinction  was  observed  at  this  early 
period. 

V.  37.  The  scene  here  is  a  touching  one ;  the  simplicity  of 
Luke's  description  heightens  the  effect  of  it.  We  feel  instinc 
tively  that  the  eye  must  have  seen  what  the  pen  has  portrayed 
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in  so  natural  a  manner.  —  KCU  eTriTrco-wres  ....  HavXov,  and  having 
fallen  upon  the  neck  of  Paul.  In  the  same  manner  Joseph  mani 
fested  his  strong  affection  for  Benjamin  his  brother  (Gen.  45,  14), 
and  for  Jacob  his  father  (Gen.  46,  29),  after  their  long  separation 
from  each  other.  It  was  in  accordance  with  Oriental  manners. 
—  KaTc</>i'A.ow,  kissed  tenderly  (compound)  and  (imperf)  again  and 
again.  The  Evangelist  uses  this  word  to  describe  the  affected 
earnestness  of  the  traitor's  kiss  (Matt.  26,  49). 

V.  38.  <S  etprJKei,  which  he  had  spoken  (pluperf.)  ;  dative  by 
attraction.  —  on  is  declarative.  —  $etopeu'=#eao^ai  (Tittm.  de  Syn. 
p.  120),  behold,  contemplate.  It  suggests  the  idea  of  the  interest 
and  affection  with  which  they  looked  upon  that  countenance  for 
the  last  time.  The  writer's  tact  in  using  this  word  of  the  Ephe- 
sians,  but  ctyeo-^e  of  Paul  in  v.  25,  should  be  noticed.  —  TrpoeVe/xjroi/, 
K.  r.  A.,  they  sent  him  fonvard,  escorted  him,  unto  the  ship.  See 
the  note  on  15^  3,  and  the  illustration  on  21,  5.  It  is  implied  that 
the  roadstead  where  the  vessel  lay,  was  at  some  distance  from 
the  town.  The  site  of  Miletus,  though  originally  on  the  coas,t, 
has  gradually  receded  till  it  is  now  ten  miles  from  the  sea.  It 
must  have  lost  its  maritime  position  long  before  the  apostle's 
time,  though  not  so  far  inland  then  as  at  present. 


CHAPTER   XXI. 

VERSES   1-6.      They  continue  the  Voyage  to  Tyre. 

V.  1.  J>9  Se  eycVero,  K.  r.  A.,  When  now  it  came  to  pass  that  we 
put  to  sea.  The  construction  is  like  that  in  v.  5.  Luke  certainly 
as  one  of  the  ^/xas,  Trophimus  (21,  29),  and  Aristarchus  (27,  2), 
accompanied  Paul  to  Jerusalem.  As  the  others  who  belonged  to 
the  company  (20,  4)  are  not  mentioned  again,  the  probability  is 
(ex  silentio)  that  they  proceeded  no  further.  Some  suppose  that 
Timothy  went  at  this  time  from  Miletus  to  Ephesus,  and  assumed 
or  resumed  the  oversight  of  the  church  there.  —  aTroo-Trao-^eVras  air 
avruv,  having  departed  from  them  (De  Wet.  Rob.)  ;  less  probably, 
having  torn  ourselves  away  (Chrys.  Kuin.  Mey.).  Usage  weak 
ened  the  etymological  sense,  and  in  Luke  22,  41  an  emphasis 
appears  to  me  out  of  place.  —  e^uSpo/xrjcravTe?,  having  run  straight, 
shows  that  the  wind  was  in  their  favor;  see  on  16,  11.  —  Kw  is 
for  KOJV,  like  'ATroAAw  in  19,  1.  Cos  was  about  forty  miles  from 
Miletus;  directly  south,  and  could  have  been  reached  in  six  hours. 
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It  was  one  of  the  smaller  islands  of  the  Archipelago,  on  the 
Carian  coast,  between  the  promontories,  on  which  stood  Cnidus 
and  Halicarnassus.  Its  present  name  is  Stanchio,  which  has 
arisen  from  a  slurred  pronunciation  of  cs  TOV  KOJV,  like  Stambul 
from  es  TO.V  TToXw.  —  Having  rounded  Cape  Crio,  the  ancient  Tri- 
opium,  they  turned  their  prow  eastward,  and  sailed  along  the 
southern  shore  of  Asia  Minor.  Rhodes  was  at  the  entrance  of 
the  -^Egean,  on  the  coast  of  Caria.  The  celebrated  colossus  was 
prostrate  at  this  time,  having  been  overthrown  by  an  earthquake. 
—  Patara  was  a  coast-town  of  Lycia,  at  some  distance  from  the 
left  bank  of  the  Xanthus.  "  Now  its  port  is  an  inland  marsh, 
generating  poisonous  malaria,  and  the  mariner  sailing  along  the 
coast  would  never  guess  that  the  sand-hills  before  him  blocked 
up  the  harbor  into  which  St.  Paul  sailed  of  old."  }  Patara  was 
best  known  for  its  celebrated  oracle  of  Apollo,  which,  in  the 
height  of  its  authority,  had  almost  rivalled  that  of  Delphos.  How 
near  to  it  in  the  person  of  these  wayfaring  men  was  now  brought 
the  power  which  was  to  subvert  that  great  delusion  of  heathen 
ism  !  How  soon  after  this  could  it  be  said,  in  the  words  of  Mil 
ton's  Hymn  on  the  Nativity  of  Christ : 

"  The  oracles  are  dumb, 

No  voice  or  hideous  hum 
Runs  through  the  arched  roof  in  words  deceiving. 

Apollo  from  his  shrine 

Can  no  more  divine, 

With  hollow  shriek  the  steep  of  Delphos  leaving. 
No  nightly  trance  or  breathed  spell 
Inspires  the  pale-eyed  priest  from  the  prophetic  cell." 

V.  2.  The  party  take  now  another  vessel.  We  are  not  in 
formed  of  the  reason  for  this  measure.  The  vessel  which  had 
brought  them  thus  far  may  have  been  adapted  only  to  sailing 
along  the  shore,  or  they  may  have  engaged  the  use  of  it  (see  on 
20, 16)  only  until  they  should  find  an  opportunity  like  the  present. 
—  SiaTrepojv,  crossing  over  just  as  they  arrived;  so  that  (eTri/Scuacs) 
they  could  proceed  at  once.  This  particularity  is  as  graphic  "  as 
if  taken  from  a  journal  written  during  the  voyage."  The  present 
participle  denotes  often  an  appointed  or  approaching  act;  coinp. 
v.  3;  27,  6.  W.  $45.  1.  b. 

V.  3.    ui/ac^ai/tWes  8e  TT/I/  KvTrpov,  And  having  had  a  view  of  Cyprus^ 

lit.  having  had  it  brought  up  to  sight,  made  visible  to  us  above 

the  horizon.     The  language  is  that  of  an  eye-witness,  and  of  one 

familiar  with  the  phraseology  of  seamen,  who  are  accustomed  to 

1  Travels  in  Lycia  by  Spratt  and  Forbes,  Vol.  I.  p.  31. 
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speak  of  raising  the  land  when  they  approach  it.  The  opposite 
expression  is  a.iroKp\nrr^iv  yfjv ;  see  Kriig.  on  Thucyd.  5.  65 ;  Stalb. 
on  Prot.  338.  A.  The  corresponding  Latin  words,  says  Mr.  Hum 
phry,  are  aperire  and  abscondere  (Virg.  JEn.  3.  275,  291).  Some 
render,  being  shown  Cyprus,  having  it  pointed  out  to  us  in  the 
distance  (Rob.);  but  the  composite  form  indicates  a  more  spe 
cific  sense.  This  verb,  which  in  the  active  governs  a  dative  and 
*  accusative,  retains  the  latter  in  the  passive.  W.  §  39.  1 ;  K.  $ 
281.  3. —  KaraXiTrovTGs  avrrfv,  having  left  it  behind.  —  tinavv/jiov,  on  the 
left,  is  an  adjective,  not  an  adverb.  K.  §  264.  3.  a.  They  passed, 
therefore,  to  the  south  of  the  island.  They  must  have  had  a  fair 
wind  to  enable  them  to  take  that  course.  The  view  of  Cyprus 
must  have  carried  back  the  apostle's  mind  to  the  days  which  he 
arfd  Barnabas  had  .spent  there  in  the  missionary  work.  —  eTrAeo^ev 
ets  ^vpiav,  we  sailed  unto  Syria,  refers  to  the  voyage  to  Tyre ;  for 
in  the  Roman  age  Syria  included  Phoenicia  (Win.),  of  which 
Tyre  was  the  commercial  emporium.  For  its  present  state,  see 
Rob.  Bibl.  Res.  III.  p.  392  sq.  The  most  important  ruins  lie  at 
present  beneath  the  sea.  It  was  with  melancholy  interest  that 
I  looked  down  upon  them  through  the  calm  waters,  in  the  long 
twilight  which  closed  the  tenth  of  May,  1852.  —  e/<etcre  yap,  K.  r.  A., 
is  best  taken  as  brachylogical :  for  having  come  thither  the  ship 
was  unlading  (viewed  as  present)  the  cargo.  See  W.  §  45.  5. 
This  use  of  the  participle  coincides  essentially  with  that  in  v.  2 ; 
see  further  Matt.  26,  28  ;  Luke  22,  19.  Some  understand  c/ceTo-e  of 
the  conveyance  of  the  freight  from  the  ship  to  the  town ;  for 
thither  (after  the  arrival)  was  the  ship  unlading  the  cargo  ( Mey. 
De  Wet.).  The  writer  would  not  be  likely  to  specify  so  minute 
a  circumstance,  e/ceto-e  is  not  to  be  confounded  with  e/cet.  The 
clause  assigns  the  reason  (yap)  for  their  stopping  at  this  port.  The 
voyage  from  Patara  to  Tyre  need  not  have  exceeded  two  days, 
if  the  wind  was  fair  and  the  vessel  in  a  good  condition.  The 
distance  is  three  hundred  and  forty  geographical  miles.1 

V.  4.  Kat  dveupoVres  rovs  /xa^ra?,  and  having  found  out  the  dis 
ciples  who  lived  there  ;  because  being  strangers  they  must  make 
inquiry.  The  English  version  overlooks  both  the  preposition  and 
the  article.  The  gospel  had  been  preached  here  at  an  early 

1  The  writer  embarked  at  Beirut  (on  the  coast  to  the  north  of  Tyre)  at  half- 
past  six  o'clock,  P.  M. ;  the  next  day  at  ten  o'clock,  we  arrived  off  against  Lar- 
nica  on  the  Island  of  Cyprus,  and  on  the  following  night,  at  two  o'clock,  A.  M., 
came  to  anchor  in  the  harbor  of  Rhodes.  This  was  very  nearly  the  apostle's 
track,  except  in  the  ini-erse  order.  An  ancient  vessel,  under  circumstances  entirely 
favorable,  would  almost  equal  the  speed  of  a  Levant  steamer. 
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period;  see  on  11,  19.  The  Saviour  had  performed  some  of  his 
miracles  in  the  vicinity  of  Tyre  and  Sidon;  see  Matt.  15,  21; 
Mark  7,  24.  —  eTre/xetVa/xei/.  See  on  10,  48.  —  T7/>t£/)as  €7rra,  seven 
days,  may  be  indefinite,  as  was  remarked  on  20,  6.  We  cannot 
doubt  that  they  occupied  the  time  spent  here  in  making  known 
the  word,  and  in  consulting  for  the  welfare  of  the  Tyrian  church. 
—  o?nv€<;  .  .  .  .  €ts  'Icpouo-oAr^a,  who  said  to  Paul  through  the  Spirit 
that  he  should  not  go  up  unto  Jerusalem,  i.  e.  if  he  had  any  regard 
to  his  own  safety  or  personal  welfare,  or  to  their  affectionate  solic 
itude  on  his  account  ;  comp.  Trape/coAou/Aev,  K.  r.  A.,  in  v.  12.  They 
were  informed  by  the  Spirit  that  bonds  and  afflictions  awaited 
the  apostle  at  Jerusalem  ;  but  it  was  not  revealed  to  them  as  the 
will  of  God  that  he  should  desist  from  his  purpose  to  proceed 
thither. 

V.  5.  ore  ....  e£apTio-ai.  See  the  first  clause  in  v.  1.  —  ra? 
•^/xepas,  the  days  named  in  v.  4.  —  TrpoTre/xTrorrcoi/,  K.  r.  A..,  all  sending 
us  forward,  etc.  See  on  20,  38.  —  •<-  ecus  «£co  rfjs  TroXewsr,  till  out  of  the 
city,  quite  out  of  it,  beyond  the  suburbs,  where  they  could  be 
alone  and  undisturbed.  —  CTTI  rov  aiytoAoV,  upon  the  beach.  The 
word  denotes  a  smooth  shore  as  distinguished  from  one  precipi 
tous  or  rocky;  comp.  27,  39.  Luke  manifests  an  autoptie  ac 
curacy  here.  A  level,  sandy  beach  extends  for  a  considerable 
distance  on  both  sides  of  the  site  of  the  ancient  Tyre.  —  Modern 
missionary  life  presents  its  parallels  to  the  scene  so  briefly 
sketched  in  this  verse.  The  following  extract  occurs  in  the 
journal  of  a  college  friend,  whose  field  of  labor  is  in  the  region 
of  Paul's  birth-place,  Speaking  of  his  departure  with  his  fam 
ily  from  Aintab  for  a  temporary  absence,  the  missionary  says  : 
"  More  than  a  hundred  of  the  converts  accompanied  us  out  of  the 
city  ;  and  there,  near  the  spot  where  one  of  our  number  had  once 
been  stoned,  we  halted,  and  a  prayer  was  offered  amid  tears. 
Between  thirty  and  forty  escorted  us  two  hours  further,  on  horses 
and  mules,  singing  hymns  as  we  proceeded  on  our  way.  Then 
another  prayer  was  offered,  and,  with  saddened  countenances, 
and  with  weeping,  they  forcibly  broke  away  from  us.  It  really 
seemed  as  though  they  could  not  turn  back."  * 

VERSES  7-16.     From   Tyre  they  proceed  to  Ptolemais,  and  thence 
to  Co2sarea  and  Jerusalem. 


V.  7.     Tenets  .  .  .  .  eis  nroXe/mt'Sa,  Now  we,  completing  (thereby) 
t/ie  voyage,  came  down  from  Tyre  to  Ptolemais.     When  the  par- 

1  Rev.  B.  Schneider,  in  the  Missionary  Herald,  Vol.  xlviii.  p.  201,  (1852). 
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ticiple  and  the  verb  combined  thus  are  both  in  the  past  tense,  the 
act  of  the  participle  may  be  antecedent  to  that  of  the  verb  or 
simultaneous  with  it.  The  sense  must  decide  this  ambiguity. — 
euro  Ttfpov  in  this  position  belongs  to  the  verb,  not  to  -n-Xovv  (E.  V.). 
Their  arrival  at  Ptolemais  terminated  the  sea  part  of  their  jour 
ney.  The  distance  is  a  moderate  day's  journey  by  land.  A 
vessel  with  a  good  breeze  would  make  the  run  in  a  few  hours. 
This  city  was  the  ancient  Accho  (Judg.  1,  31),  still  called  Akka 
by  the  Arabians,  and  Acre  or  St.  Jean  d'Acre  by  Europeans. 
It  is  on  the  Mediterranean,  at  the  north  angle  of  a  bay  which 
bears  the  same  name,  and  sweeps  in  the  form  of  a  semicircle 
towards  the  south,  as  far  as  Mount  Carmel.  The  graceful  curve 
of  the  bay  appears  to  great  advantage  from  the  top  of  that  moun 
tain.  —  rovs  aoeXfovs,  the  brethren  who  were  there ;  see  on  v.  4. 

V.  8.  They  now  travelled  by  land.  Issuing  from  the  south 
eastern  gate,  in  ten  minutes  they  would  cross  the  Belus,  now  the 
Nahmen,  then  for  three  hours  would  proceed  along  the  beach 
with  the  surf  breaking  at  their  feet,  at  the  base  of  Carmel  would 
ford  the  mouth  of  the  Kishon  (El-Mukatta),  and  turning  that 
headland,  follow  the  line  of  the  coast  to  Caesarea.  The  distance 
hither  from  Akka  is  about  forty  miles.  —  The  received  ot  ?rept  TOV 
UavXov  after  c£eX$6Vres  is  untenable.  A  church  reading  began 
here,  and  a  more  definite  subject  than  ^uets  was  needed  to  sug 
gest  the  connection.  The  gloss  has  passed  into  our  English 
translation.  —  ek  Kcuo-apeiav.  This  is  the  third  time  that  Paul  has 
been  &tCcesarea.  He  was  there  on  his  journey  from  Jerusalem 
to  Tarsus  (9,  30),  and  again  on  his  return  to  Antioch  from  his 
second  missionary  progress  (18,  22). —  <£<Ai7r7rou.  See  on  8,  40. — 
TOV  euayyeXto-rov.  This  title  appears  to  have  been  given  to  those 
who  had  no  stated  pastoral  charge,  but  travelled  from  place  to 
place  and  preached  as  they  had  opportunity.  See  Eph.  4,  11  ; 
2  Tim.  4,  5.  —  TOV  wros  TUV  eTrra,  who  was  of  the  seven  (E.  V.),  re 
calls  Philip  as  already  known  to  us  in  another  capacity ;  see  6,  5. 
But  the  best  critics  reject  rov,  and  WTOS becomes  then  ambiguous: 
either  causal,  since  he  ivas  of  the  seven  (De  Wet.  Alf.),  or  simply 
historical  as  in  the  other  case.  See  Green's  Gr.  p.  190.  It  is 
improbable  that  the  office  merely  influenced  Paul,  and  so  much 
the  less,  since  according  to  this  view  it  would  be  the  inferior  office 
which  Philip  no  longer  held  and  not  his  present  one.  6Wos  follows 
the  tense  of  the  other  verbs,  and  is  past.  "W.  $  45.  1.  Philip,  as 
an  Evangelist,  had  relinquished  his  service  at  Jerusalem ;  perhaps 
the  occasion  for  it  had  been  only  temporary. 

V.  9.     TOVTO),  K.  r.  A.,  Now  this  one  had  four  daughters,  etc.    Luke 
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mentions  the  fact  as  remarkable,  and  not  as  related  in  any  way  to 
the  history.  It  is  barely  possible  that  they  too  (see  v.  10)  foretold 
the  apostle's  approaching"  captivity. 

V.  10.  liri^vovriav  r)f*epa<;  TrXetov?,  remaining  several  (lays  (comp. 
13,  31;  27,  20),  a  longer  time  than  in  the  other  places  on  the 
way.  Having  travelled  rapidly  since  he  left  Miletus,  and  being 
now  within  two  days  of  Jerusalem,  the  apostle  had  no  occasion 
to  hasten  his  journey;  see  20,  16. — "Ayafios  has  been  mentioned 
in  11,  28.  He  cannot  well  be  a  different  person,  as  some  have 
thought;  for  not  only  his  name,  but  office  (-Trpc^/r^),  and  resi 
dence  (d:ro  r^s  'lovScuW)  are  the  same  in  both  instances.  Whether 
he  had  heard  of  Paul's  arrival  and  came  to  Csesarea  on  that  ac 
count  (Bmg.),  must  be  left  undecided. 

V.  11.  8770-019  ....  TroSas.  The  prophet  performed  the  act  on 
himself,  not  on  Paul.  The  pronoun  should  be  avrou,  not 
Many  of  the  best  manuscripts  read  cavrov.  —  ovrw  ....  'lo 
So  shall  bind  at  Jerusalem  the  Jews.  The  Romans  put  the  apostle 
in  chains,  but  they  did  it  at  the  instigation  of  the  Jews.  —  Agabus, 
like  the  ancient  prophets,  accompanied  his  prediction  with  a  sym 
bolic  act,  which  served  to  place  the  event  foretold  more  vividly 
before  them ;  the  scene,  being  thus  acted  out  before  their  eyes, 
was  rendered  present,  real,  beyond  what  any  mere  verbal  declar 
ation  could  possibly  have  made  it. 

"  Segnius  irritant  animos  demissa  per  aurem 
Quam  quse  sunt  oculis  subjecta  fidelibus,  et  quae 
Ipse  sibi  tradit  spectator." 

Examples  similar  to  this  are  frequent  in  the  Old  Testament ;  see 
1  Kings  22,  11 ;  Is.  20,  1  sq. ;  Jer.  13,  1  sq. ;  Ezek.  4,  1  sq.,  etc. 

V.  12.  iftuets,  we,  viz.  the  writer,  Trophimus,  Aristarchus  (see 
on  20,  4),  and  possibly  others.  —  ol  IVTOTTIOL  restricts  itself  to  the 
Christians  of  the  place. 

V.  13.  TL  TToietrc  is  the  language  of  remonstrance :  What  are 
you  doing  that  you  weep,  etc.  The  same  mode  of  expression  oc 
curs  in  Mark  11,  5.  —  e'yw  yap,  K.  r.  X,  Their  opposition  was  not 
only  painful  to  him  (o-vvSpvirroi'Tts  JJLOV  ryv  Kap&tav),  but  was  use 
less  ;  for  (ydp)  he  was  not  to  be  shaken  in  his  purpose  (De  Wet.) ; 
or,  which  agrees  better  with  erot/xco?  e^w,  their  distress  was  un 
necessary  ;  for  he  deemed  it  a  privilege,  not  a  hardship,  to  suffer 
in  the  cause  of  Christ ;  comp.  5,  4 1 . 

V.  15.  The  text  fluctuates  here,  but  €7rtcr/ccuaa-a/xevot  has  decid 
edly  the  best  support :  having  packed  up  our  baggage,  having 
placed  it  upon  the  beasts  of  burden  ;  comp.  e- 
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in  Xen.  Hell.  7,  2.  18.  This  is  ever  an  important  item  in 
Eastern  travelling,  and  it  was  natural  that  Luke,  a  companion  of 
the  journey,  should  mention  it.  If  the  alms  which  they  were 
carrying  to  Jerusalem  (24,  17)  consisted  in  part  of  raiment  or 
provisions,  the  loading  and  unloading  would  require  more  than 
ordinary  attention.  Another  reading  is  aTroa-Kcvacrd^voL,  having 
packed  away  our  baggage,  i.  e.  at  Caesarea,  where  they  left  it,  or 
at  teast  the  superfluous  part  of  it  (Olsh.).  The  reason  for  such 
a  step  is  not  obvious.  If  it  was  their  sea-luggage  and  unneces 
sary  for  the  rest  of  the  way,  it  is  surprising  that  they  did  not 
Jeave  it  at  Ptolemais,  where  they  ended  the  voyage.  Some  in 
sist  that,  if  we  adopt  this  word  rather  than  the  other,  we  may 
obtain  from  it  the  same  meaning  :  having  packed  our  baggage 
away,  i.  e.  from  the  place  where  they  had  stored  it,  in  order  to 
carry  it  with  them  (Mey.  De  Wet.)  :  that  appears  to  me  a  forced 
interpretation.  7rapao-Kewo-a/Jt«>oi  and  a7rora£a//,evo6  are  explanatory 
variations.  —  "The  English  version,"  says  Mr.  Humphry,  "uses 
the  word  '  carriage  '  in  the  sense  of  '  things  carried,'  baggage,  as 
in  Judges  18,  21  and  1  Sam.  17,  22.  Cranmer  has  '  took  up  our 
burdens,'  and  the  Geneva  version  '  trussed  up  our  fardels.'  "  — 
For  the  route  "  in  going  up  "  to  Jerusalem,  see  on  23,  31. 

V.  16.  (ruvrjXSov,  sc.  rive's,  which  governs  px^run/;  comp.  John 
16,  17.  W.  §  64.  4.  —  ayovres  ....  Mi/acrwvi  stands  by  attraction 
for  ayowes  Trapa  Mvacrcoi/a  Trap  a>  ^evto-^aj/xei/,  bringing  us  to  Mnason 
with  whom  we  should  lodge  (Olsh.  Mey.  De  Wet.).  His  relation 
to  them  as  their  host  was  more  important  to  them  than  his  name, 
and  presents  itself  first,  therefore,  in  the  order  of  statement. 
Mvao-ow  could  depend  possibly  on  ayoi/res,  bringing  us  to  Mnason 
(  W.  $  31.  5)  ;  but  the  construction  is  hard.  Some  render  bringing 
Mnason,  i.  e.  with  them  from  Caasarea  ;  which  attributes  to  them 
an  improbable  act,  while  it  leaves  the  dative  equally  irregular.  — 
apxaiw  /jia^-rjrfi  =  /xa^rrj  air  ap^?,  an  ancient  (not  an  aged)  disciple, 
i.  e.  who  had  long  been  such.  He  may  have  been  converted  on 
the  day  of  Pentecost  (comp.  ev  apxfj  in  11,  15),  or  have  been  a 
personal  follower  of  Christ. 

VERSES   17-26.     Paul  assumes  a   Vow,  to   conciliate   the   Jewish 

Believers. 

V.  17.  The  apostle  arrives  now  at  Jerusalem  for  \\iejifth  time 
since  he  left  it  on  his  persecuting  errand  to  Damascus.  It  is  the 
last  recorded  visit  that  he  ever  made  to  the  Jewish  capital.  His 
present  return  could  not  have  taken  place  later  than  the  spring 
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of  A.  D.  59 ;  since  we  must  reserve  two  years  for  his  imprison 
ment  at  Cicsarea  (24,  27),  and  two  for  his  imprisonment  at  Rome, 
before  we  come  to  A.  D.  64.  See  Introduction,  $  6.  5.  If  we  fix 
upon  this  limitation  on  that  side,  we  have  then  four  years  as  the 
term  of  the  apostle's  third  missionary  excursion,  which  we  may 
distribute  as  follows.  He  left  Antioch  about  the  beginning  of 
A.  D.  55  (see  on  18,  23),  and  reached  Ephesus  in  the  spring  of 
that  year.  Here  he  spent  about  three  years  (20,  31),  and  pro 
ceeded  to  Macedonia  in  the  spring  of  A.  D.  58  (see  on  20,  1). 
He  was  occupied  here  and  in  other  parts  of  Northern  Greece 
during  the  summer  and  autumn  of  that  year  (see  on  20,  2),  and 
arrived  at  Corinth  early  in  the  following  winter.  Having  spent 
the  next  three  months  in  that  city  (20,  3),  he  returned  to  Mace 
donia  and  embarked  for  Syria  in  the  spring  of  A.  D.  59.  Or,  our 
scheme  of  chronology  admits  of  a  slightly  different  combination.  If 
we  suppose  two  years  and  six  months  or  nine  months  to  exhaust 
rptertW  in  20,  31,  we  may  assign  Paul's  return  to  Jerusalem  to  the 
spring  of  the  preceding  year,  viz.  that  of  A.  D.  58.  The  apostle 
may  have  left  Antioch  on  his  third  tour  sufficiently  early  in  A.  D. 
54  (see  on  18,  22)  to  have  spent  several  months  at  Ephesus  be 
fore  Pentecost  in  A.  D.  55 ;  and  he  could  then  have  completed 
the  two  remaining  years  of  his  residence  in  that  city,  at  Pentecost 
in  A.  D.  57.  The  advantage  of  this  computation  would  be,  that 
it  frees  us  from  the  necessity  of  crowding  the  two  years  of  the 
apostle's  Roman  captivity  so  near  the  year  A.  D.  64  —  GUT/XCI/US 
....  d.8eA<£oi,  the  brethren  received  us  gladly.  This  may  refer  to 
the  more  private  friendly  greetings  which  preceded  the  interview 
on  the  next  day.  Luke  may  have  been  struck  with  this  cordial 
ity  the  more,  because  Paul  and  his  friends  as  preachers  to  the 
heathen  had  reason  to  apprehend  some  coldness.  See  the  note 
on  15,  4,  and  Rom.  15,  31.  The  interview  would  be  likely  to 
take  place  in  the  house  of  Mnason,  but  ot  dSeX^ot  is  too  general 
to  be  understood  merely  of  him  and  his  family. 

V.  18.  The  notice  here  relates  to  a  more  public  reception. - 
rrj  eTTLovtrr),  on  the  following  day  after  their  arrival.  —  <ruv  fj/juv,  with 
us,  viz.  Luke  and  Paul's  other  companions.  It  was  now  probably 
that  the  gifts  of  the  foreign  churches  were  delivered  up  to  the 
almoners.  —  'Ia/<w/3ov.  This  is  James  the  Younger,  who  presided 
over  the  church  at  Jerusalem;  comp.  12,  17.  As  no  one  of  the 
other  apostles  is  mentioned  in  this  part  of  the  narrative,  it  is  prob 
able  that  they  were  either  not  living  or  were  laboring  in  foreign 
lands.  —  TTpecrflvrepoi.  The  pastor  and  the  presbyters  are  named  as 
the  principal  persons  (see  15,  6),  not  as  excluding  others. 
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V.  19.  do-Trao-aju-evos  avrovs,  having  embraced  them.  He  had  per 
formed  the  same  act  of  courtesy  on  his  preceding  visit  to  them  ; 
see  18,  22. —  Sia  -n}?  SiaKoi/ias  O.VTOV,  through  his  ministry  in  the 
course  of  his  recent  journey. 

V.  20.  TToo-at  /xuptaSes,  how  many  myriads,  stands  for  a  large  but 
indefinite  number,  what  multitudes.  Compare  1  Cor.  4,  15  and 
14,  19.  —  £gXomu  TOV  vopov,  zealots  for  the  law;  an  objective  or 
causative  genitive  (comp.  Gal.  1,  14).  K.  $  265.  2.  b. 

V.  21.  OTL  dTroo-TcuriW  SiSao-/<as,  K.  T.  X.,  that  thou  dost  teach  apos- 
tasy  from  Moses,  etc.  Neander  presents  the  following  just  view  of 
the  transaction  related  here.  "  This  accusation  against  Paul  was 
certainly  false  in  the  form  in  which  it  was  alleged ;  for  he  opposed 
the  external  observance  of  Judaism  only  so  far  as  the  justification 
and  sanctification  of  men  were  made  to  depend  upon  it.  It  was 
his  principle,  that  no  one  should  abandon  the  national  and  civil 
relations  in  which  he  stood  at  the  time  of  his  conversion,  except 
for  important  reasons ;  and  in  accordance  with  this  principle  he  al 
lowed  the  Jews  to  adhere  to  their  peculiarities,  among  which  was 
the  observance  of  the  Mosaic  law  (1  Cor.  7,  18).  But  it  could 
not  fail  to  happen  that  those  who  entered  into  Paul's  ideas  of  the 
relations  of  the  law  to  the  gospel,  and  were  thus  freed  from  their 
scrupulous  regard  for  the  former,  would  be  led  into  a  freer  line 
of  conduct  in  this  respect,  and  individuals  might  carry  this  dis 
position  further  than  Paul  desired.  It  may  be  that  such  instances 
gave  occasion  to  the  charge  that  he  pursuaded  the  Jewish  Chris 
tians  to  release  themselves  from  the  law.  It  is  indeed  true,  that, 
when  it  was  once  admitted  that  circumcision  avails  nothing  as  a 
means  of  obtaining  an  interest  in  the  kingdom  of  God,  this  rite 
must,  sooner  or  later,  fall  away  of  itself.  But  Paul  would  not 
hasten  this  result  by  any  arbitrary  or  violent  act ;  he  would  leave 
it  to  be  the  work  of  time,  and  would  have  no  one  break  away 
capriciously  from  the  relations  in  which  he  has  been  called  to  be 
a  Christian.  Hence,  without  deviating  from  the  principles  of 
strict  sincerity,  he  could  repel  that  accusation  of  the  Jewish  zeal 
ots.  He  was  far  from  entertaining  the  hatred  against  Judaism, 
and  the  ancient  theocratic  nation,  with  which  his  violent  oppo 
nents  charged  him.  In  conformity  with  the  principle  avowed  in 
his  Epistles,  viz.  that  he  became  a  Jew  to  the  Jews,  as  he  became 
a  heathen  to  the  heathen  and  weak  to  those  who  were  weak,  he 
declared  himself  ready  to  do  what  James  proposed  to  him,  in 
order  to  refute  that  accusation.  He  consented  to  refute  it  by 
taking  part  in  the  Jewish  worship  in  a  mode  which  was  highly 
esteemed  by  pious  Jews." 
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V.  22.  rt  ovv  eari;  What,  therefore,  is  it?  viz.  which  the  occa 
sion  requires;  comp.  1  Cor.  14,  15.  16. — 7ravru>?  ....  a-vveXStlv,  It 
is  entirely  necessary  (inevitable)  that  a  multitude  (viz.  of  the  Jew 
ish  Christians)  should  come  together,  i.  e.  around  Paul  as  he  ap 
peared  in  their  public  assemblies,  in  the  temple  and  elsewhere, 
in  order  to  watch  his  conduct  and  see  whether  their  suspicions 
of  him  were  just.  It  is  not  meant  that  the  church  would  assem 
ble  in  a  body  for  the  purpose  of  consultation  (Calv.  Grot.);  for 
with  that  idea  we  should  have  had  TO  before  TrA^os  (comp.  4,  32  ; 
15,  12.  30).  Nor  does  the  language  intimate  that  Paul's  advisers 
apprehended  any  violent  outbreak  on  the  part  of  the  Jewish 
Christians  (Kuin);  the  subsequent  riot  which  led  to  his  appre 
hension  originated  not  with  them,  but  with  the  unbelieving  Jews 
(comp.  v.  27). 

V.  23.  o  o-ot  Ae/ojuei/,  which  we  say  to  thee,  viz.  James  and  the  el 
ders  ;  for  the  subject  of  this  verb  must  be  the  same  as  that  of  CITI-OV 
in  v.  20.  The  narrative  does  not  allow  us  to  separate  James  from 
the  others  ;  as  if  he  merely  acquiesced  in  the  proposal  while  the 
responsibility  of  suggesting  it  lay  wholly  with  them  (against 
H\vs.).  —  The  avSpes  retro-ape?  were  certainly  Jews,  and  may  be 
supposed  from  the  relation  implied  in  euriv  yfjuv  to  have  been  also 
Jewish  believers.  —  d/j^v  l^ovrcs  e<£'  eavrwi/,  having  a  vow  upon 
themselves,  which  as  appears  from  every  circumstance  of  the  de 
scription,  must  have  been  a  Nazarite  vow.  This  vow  bound  those 
who  assumed  it  to  let  the  hair  grow,  to  abstain  from  intoxicating 
drink,  and  in  other  respects  to  maintain  a  life  of  ascetic  rigor 
(Numb.  6,  2  sq.).  It  was  left  to  their  option  how  long  they  con 
tinued  such  a  vow;  though  it  seems  to  have  been  customary 
among  the  Jews  of  this  period  to  extend  it  at  least  to  thirty  days 
(Jos.  Bell.  Jud.  2.  15.  1).  "  When  the  time  specified  in  the  vow 
was  completed,  the  Nazarite  offered  a  ram  of  a  year  old  for  a 
burnt-offering,  a  sheep  of  the  same  age  for  a  sin-offering,  a  ram 
for  a  thank-offering,  a  basket  of  unleavened  cakes,  and  a  libation 
of  wine.  His  hair  was  shaven  off  at  the  gate  of  the  sanctuary  > 
and  cast  into  the  fire  where  the  thank-offering  was  burning.  He 
offered  as  a  wave-offering  to  God,  the  shoulders  of  the  thank- 
offering  and  two  cakes,  which  were  both  given  to  the  priest." 
Jahn's  Archseol.  $  395. 

V.  24.  rovrovs  Trapa.\a(3w,  these  taking  with  thyself,  as  associates 
in  the  vow.  —  ayvur&yn  o-vv  avroi?,  purify  thyself  with  them ;  enter 
upon  the  same  course  of  abstinence  and  religious  consecration. 
Howson  understands  &yv&r9ijri  of  the  ordinary  ablutions  before 
entering  the  temple ;  but  in  that  case  crvv  aurot?  loses  its  signifi- 
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cance,  since  the  apostle's  purification  would  have  no  more  relation 
to  them  than  to  any  other  Jews.  —  /cat  SaTrdvrjorov  CTT'  aurot?,  and 
spend  upon  them,  incur  expense  on  their  account.  "  As,  in  some 
instances,  the  Nazarites  had  not  sufficient  property  to  enable  them 
to  meet  the  whole  expense  of  the  offerings,  other  persons  who 
possessed  more  defrayed  the  expense  for  them,  or  shared  it  with 
them,  and  in  this  way  were  made  parties  to  the  vow."  The 
Jews  looked  upon  it  as  an  act  of  special  merit  to  assist  a  Naza- 
rite  in  this  manner.  Josephus  relates  (Antt.  19.  6.  1)  that  Agrippa 
the  First,  on  his  arrival  at  Jerusalem  after  having  obtained  the 
sovereignty  of  Palestine,  paid  the  expense  of  numerous  indigent 
Nazarites  who  were  waiting  to  be  released  from  their  vows.  He 
intended  it  as  a  thank-offering  for  his  good  fortune.  —  KOI 
crovrat  Travres,  and  all  shall  know  by  this  act.  yvoocri  and 
all  may  know  (E.  V.),  are  grammatical  corrections,  founded  on  the 
false  view  that  this  clause  depends  on  u/a. —  KOI  cdrros,  also  thyself, 
as  well  as  other  Jews. 

V.  25.  Trcpt  Se  TOOV  TreTrKTTcvKOTwv  c^j/wv,  But  (as  we  are  both 
aware)  in  regard  to  the  Gentiles  who  have  believed,  etc.  —  ^/xcis,  we, 
i.  e.  the  apostles  and  Christians  at  Jerusalem;  for  the  adoption 
of  the  decree  was  properly  their  act  (comp.  15,  22),  and  not  that 
of  Paul  and  the  other  delegates  from  Antioch  who  submitted  to 
them  the  question  which  the  decree  settled  (15,  1).  The  object 
of  the  reminiscent  remark  in  this  verse  was  to  obviate  any  scru 
ple  that  Paul  might  feel,  lest  the  proposed  measure  should  inter 
fere  with  the  liberty  of  the  Gentile  converts.  —  el  //,r)  <£vA.acro-ecr$cu, 
K.  T.  X.  See  the  note  on  15,  20. 

V.  26.  7rapa\.aj3wv  refers  to  his  connecting  himself  with  the 
men  (v.  24),  while  dyvwr^ets  defines  the  nature  of  the  connection. 
— TTJ  exofievy  ^epa,  on  the  following  day  after  his  interview  with 
James,  and  the  third  since  his  arrival  at  Jerusalem  (v.  18).  —  <nv 
belongs  certainly  to  dyi/ur£et?  (see  v.  24)  and  perhaps  to 
;  not,  in  the  latter  case,  necessarily  because  he  now  took 
them  to  the  temple  in  order  to  absolve  them  at  once  from  their 
vow  (Hws.),  but  because  it  may  have  been  important  that  they 
should  be  present  when  he  declared  his  intention  to  assume  their 
expenses. — 8myy&A«*' ....  dyvto-/xov,  announcing,  viz.  to  the  priests 
(ei?  TO  lepov  suggests  the  persons)  the  completion  (lit.  filling  out) 
of  the  days  of  the  purification ;  in  other  words,  making  known 
the  interval  (viz.  seven  days)  between  this  declaration  and  the 
end  of  the  vow  and  the  bringing  of  the  necessary  offerings.  So 
essentially  Stier,  Kuinoel,  De  Wette,  Meyer,  Wordsworth,  and 
others.  TOV  before  dyvioyzou  defines  the  purification  as  that  referred 
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to  in  crvv  avrot?  ayvicr^ei?  ;  hence  that  of  those  associated  in  the 
act,  not  that  of  the  men  merely  and  not  that  of  Paul  merely 
(both  mistakes  have  been  made).  The  convenience  of  the  priests 
may  have  required  this  notification  to  enahle  them  to  prepare  for 
the  concluding  ceremony  at  the  temple.  Others  (as  Wiesl.)  ex 
plain  cKTrXTypuxTiv  of  the  actual  expiration  of  the  days  during  which 
the  men's  vow  was  to  continue.  Such  a  view  leaves  no  time  for 
the  apostle's  partnership  with  them,  and  thus  conflicts  both  with 
<rvv  avTOis  ayvicr^ci'?,  and  with  cvpov  //.€  rryvior^vov  tv  rw  iepu>  in  24,  18. 
The  apostle's  arrest  (v.  27)  was  subsequent  to  his  present  appear 
ance  in  the  temple,  and  at  the  time  of  the  arrest,  as  we  see  from 
the  words  just  quoted,  he  was  still  observing  his  part  of  the  vow. 
—  ODS  ov,  K.  T.  X.,  until  the  offering  (known  as  necessary)  was 
brought.  This  clause  depends  naturally  on  Siayye'AAon/,  K.  T.  X.,  and 
as  it  formed  a  part  of  the  notice  which  Paul  gave  in  the  temple 
(hence  oratio  directa)  would  have  naturally  the  subjunctive  (until 
if,  should  be  brought,  as  in  23,  12.  21  ;  25,  21),  instead  of  the  indica 
tive.  It  may  be  an  instance,  as  Meyer  suggests,  in  which  the  direct 
form  of  the  announcement  glides  over  into  the  past  of  the  narra 
tive.  See  K.  Ausfh.  Gr.  $  846.  Some  carry  back  the  clause  to 
ewrr/ei  ei?  TO  lepov  as  elliptical  :  went  into  the  temple  and  staid  there 
until  the  offering  was  brought.  In  that  case  we  must  pass  over 
the  nearer  point  of  connection  for  a  remoter  one,  and  must  even 
insert  the  word  in  the  text  which  renders  that  connection  possi 
ble.  Further,  it  is  improbable  that  Paul  lodged  two  or  three  days 
in  the  temple  ;  and  yet  as  he  speaks  of  himself  as  there  on  the 
day  of  the  riot,  in  order  to  bring  the  final  offerings  (24,  18),  it 
would  follow  on  this  view  of  the  subject  that  he  had  remained 
there  from  his  first  repairing  to  the  temple  till  that  time.  The 
true  emphasis  of  v-rrlp  ei/o?  e/cao-rov  lies  in  the  fact  that  Paul  was 
to  be  answerable  for,  the  expenses  of  the  offering  of  each  one  ; 
not  (as  Hws.)  that  he  would  remain  in  the  temple  until  each  one's 
offering  was  presented. 

VERSES  27-30.     Paul  is  seized  by  the  Jeivs,  and  dragged  from  tJw 

Temple, 

V.  27.  a)?  8c  ejaeXXov,  K.  T.  X.,  Now  as  the  seven  days  were  about 
to  be  completed,  i.  e.  in  all  probability  the  seven  days  announced 
to  the  priests  as  the  limit  to  which  the  vow  of  the  Nazarites 
would  extend,  and  as  the  period  also  of  the  apostle's  partnership 
in  that  consecration.  This  is  the  readiest  explanation  and  the 
one  to  which  most  critics  assent  (Bng.  Kuin.  OJsh.  Mey.  De  Wet. 
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Alf.).  Neander's  idea  is  that  their  vow  embraced  only  seven 
days  in  all,  and  that  Paul  joined  them  on  the  last  of  these 
days.  Against  that  construction  stands  the  inference  from 
cvxrjv  e^ovre?  £</>'  caurtoi/  in  v.  23,  that  the  vow  had  been  resting  on 
them  for  a  considerable  time  before  the  apostle's  connection  with 
them,  and,  also,  that  Iva.  gvpya-wTai  TT?I/  /ce^aXr/i/  (v.  24)  would  sig 
nify  very  little  if  the  ceremony  was  to  take  place  at  the  expira 
tion  of  a  single  week.  —  Wieseler  (p.  105)  has  revived  the  opinion 
of  some  of  the  older  interpreters,  viz.  that  the  seven  days  were 
those  observed  as  the  feast  of  Pentecost.  His  arguments  are 
mainly  two:  first,  as  obviating  an  objection,  that  this  meaning 
suggests  itself  readily  enough  after  the  information  (20,  16)  that 
Paul  was  hastening  to  keep  the  Pentecost  at  Jerusalem;  and, 
secondly,  that  the  reckoning  of  the  twelve  days  between  his 
arrival  there  and  his  subsequent  trial  at  Cassarea  demands  this 
explanation.  Howson  adopts  the  same  view.  But  the  article 
before  ITTTO.  firepan  recalls  quite  irresistibly  the  days  of  the  puri 
fication  just  spoken  of,  and  the  twelve  days  mentioned  in  24,  11 
may  be  computed  in  different  ways  (see  note  there),  and  hence 
though  compatible  with  that  theory  do  not  establish  it.  Above 
all,  the  assumption  that  the  Jews  observed  Pentecost  as  a  heb 
domadal  festival  is  too  uncertain  to  be  made  the  basis  of  an  ex 
planation.  The  law  of  its  institution  prescribed  but  one  day 
though  the  later  Jews,  it  would  seem,  added  a  second.  Win. 
Realw.  I.  p.  243.  —  ot  awo  rf)s  'Ao-i'a?  'louSatoi,  the  Jews  from  Asia, 
i.  e.  the  province  of  that  name  where  Paul  had  resided  so  long 
(20,  31).  Some  of  them  may  have  been  from  Ephesus,  who 
would  recognize  Trophimus  (v.  29)  as  a  fellow-townsman.  The 
Jews  here,  the  authors  of  this  riot,  were  not  believers  and  hence 
not  of  the  class  of  Jews  whom  the  apostle  expected  to  conciliate. 
V.  28.  fioyStiTc,  help,  i.  e.  to  apprehend  liim,  or  to  wreak  ven 
geance  on  him.  —  m  re  KOI,  and  further  also;  comp.  2,  26.  It  is 
one  of  Luke's  peculiar  phrases.  — "EAA^ras  may  be  the  plural  of 
the  class  or  category,  because  what  Paul  had  done  in  the  case  of 
one,  he  might  be  said  in  point  of  principle  to  have  done  for 
many ;  or  it  may  have  been  an  exaggeration  for  the  purpose  of 
increasing  the  tumult.  —  £t?  TO  lepov,  into  the  temple,  i.  e.  the  part 
of  it  interdicted  to  foreigners.  The  outer  court  or  inclosure  was 
called  the  court  of  the  Gentiles,  and  could  be  entered  by  them 
without  profanation.  The  second  court,  or  that  of  the  Israelites, 
was  surrounded  with  marble  pillars,  on  which,  as  Philo  states, 
was  inscribed  in  Latin  and  Greek :  "  On  penalty  of  death  let  no 
foreigner  go  further." 
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V.  29.  rj(To.v  TrpoewpaKores,  had  seen  before,  on  some  previous  oc 
casion  ;  or  possibly,  had  seen  away,  at  a  distance  (Mey.).  In  this 
compound  the  preposition  refers  elsewhere  to  the  future  (out  of 
question  here)  or  to  space,  not  to  past  time  (R.  and  P.  Lex.). 
The  retrospective  sense  lies  so  near  to  the  use  of  Trpo,  and  occurs 
so  readily  here,  that  we  need  not  scruple  to  admit  it.  —  For  Tro- 
phimus,  see  on  20,  4.  He  was  a  foreigner  ("B^cnor),  and  not  a 
Jew  from  Ephesus. — ov  evo//,t£ov,  K.  r.  X.,  whom  they  ivere  supposing, 
etc.  They  had  seen  Trophimus  in  the  city  with  him,  and  from 
that  rushed  to  the  conclusion  that  he  had  brought  Greeks  into  the 
temple.  "  Zelotse putantes','  says  Bengel,  "ssepe  errant." 

V.  30.  elAxov  ....  Icpov,  they  dragged  him  out  of  the  temple,  so 
as  not  to  pollute  it  with  blood  (Olsh.  Mey.  De  Wet).  They  had 
determined  already  to  kill  him.  Bengel  conjectures  (whom  Bmg. 
follows)  that  they  wished  to  prevent  him  from  taking  refuge  at 
the  altar.  But  the  Mosaic  law  restricted  the  right  of  asylum  to 
those  who  had  been  guilty  of  accidental  murder;  see  Ex.  21,  13. 
14.  —  €K\f.i(T§r)<Ta.v  at  £vpai,  the  doors  (of  the  second  court)  were 
closed,  probably  by  the  Levites,  who  had  the  care  of  the  temple , 
see  the  note  on  4,  1.  They  may  have  feared  that  the  crowd 
would  return,  or  some  new  disturbance  arise. 

VERSES  31-40.      The  Roman  Commander  rescues  Paul  from  the 
Hands  of  the  Jews. 


V.  31.  t^rovvroiv  Se  avrov  airoKTfivai,  Now  while  they  are  seeking 
to  kill  him;  they  were  beating  him  for  that  purpose  (see  v.  32). 
But  as  the  onset  had  been  sudden,  and  they  were  not  furnished 
with  weapons,  some  delay  intervened.  It  was  nothing  in  all  hu 
man  appearance  but  that  momentary  delay,  that  saved  now  the 
life  of  the  apostle.  The  Roman  officer  had  time  to  appear  and 
snatch  him  from  impending  death.  —  avefir],  K.  T.  A.,  a  report  went 
up  to  the  chiliarch  of  the  cohort;  see  his  name  in  23,  "26.  It  was 
but  the  work  of  a  moment  to  convey  to  him  the  information.  He 
had  his  station  in  the  castle  of  Antonia,  which  was  on  a  rock  or 
hill  at  the  northwest  angle  of  the  temple-area.  The  tower  at  the 
southeast  corner  of  the  castle  "was  seventy  cubits  high,  and 
overlooked  the  whole  temple  with  its  courts.  The  fortress  com 
municated  with  the  northern  and  western  porticos  of  the  temple- 
area,  and  had  flights  of  stairs  descending  into  both ;  by  which 
the  garrison  could  at  any  time  enter  the  court  of  the  temple  and 
prevent  tumults."  Bibl.  Res.  I.  p.  432.  During  the  festivals  i* 
was  customary  to  keep  the  troops  in  readiness  to  suppress  the 
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riots  which  were  so  liable  to  occur  at  such  times  (comp.  on  10, 
37).  See  Jos.  Antt.  20.  5.  3;  Bell.  Jud.  5.  5.  8.  —  The  Turkish 
garrison  stands  at  present  very  nearly  on  the  site  of  the  old 
castle.  The  traveller  obtains  his  best  view  of  the  court  of  the 
Haram  or  mosque  of  Omar,  the  ancient  temple-area,  from  the 
loof  of  this  garrison. 

V.  32.  cKarovrdpxovs,  centurions,  each  with  his  proper  comple 
ment  of  men.  The  chiliarch  ordered  out  a  force  sufficiently  large 
to  intimidate  all  opposition.  —  /care'Spa/xev  ITT  aurous,  ran  down  upon 
them.  To  that  despatch  Paul  was  indebted  for  his  escape ;  note 
also  l£av-rijs.  This  verb  corresponds  to  avlfirj  in  v.  31  —  ot  Se  tSov- 
Tes,  K.  r.  A.,  Now  when  they  saw  the  chiliarch,  etc.  They  knew  the 
consequences  too  well  to  run  the  risk  of  a  collision  with  the  Ro 
man  troops.  See  on  19,  24. 

V.  33.  Sc^r/vai  aXvo-ea-L  Svcri,  to  be  bound  with  two  chains,  i.  e.  to 
have  his  arms  fastened  to  two  soldiers,  one  on  each  side  of  him. 
The  mode  was  described  in  the  note  on  12,  6. — rts  ai/  €177,  who  he 
might  be,  since  his  name  and  rank  were  uncertain.  —  KO!  ri  «m 
TreTrot^Kws,  and  what  he  has  done.  The  form  of  the  inquiry  presup 
poses  that  he  had  committed  some  crime.  W.  §  41.  4.  c.  He  put 
the  question  to  the  crowd,  as  the  responsive  clamor  shows  in  the 
next  verse. 

V.  34.  ets  rrjv  7rape/A/3oA?ji/,  into  the  garrison  or  barracks ;  not  the 
castle  as  a  whole  (E.  V.),  but  the  part  of  it  assigned  to  the  sol 
diers. 

V.  35.  tTTt  rovs  avafiaSfjiovs,  upon  the  stairs  which  led  up  to  the 
castle.  On  arriving  here,  the  crowd  pressed  on  Paul  so  as  to 
awaken  the  fear  of  some  outrage  or  treachery.  Some  think  that 
he  was  lifted  off  his  feet  by  the  throng,  and  then  taken  and 
carried  up  the  stairs.  —  cnW/fy,  K.  r.  A.,  it  happened  that  he  was 
borne  (in  their  arms  or  on  their  shoulders)  by  the  soldiers,  o-wiftt] 
is  not  superfluous.  e^ao-ra^ero  alone  would  have  pointed  out  less 
distinctly  the  peril  of  his  situation,  as  evinced  by  their  adopting 
such  a  precaution. 

V.  36.  Now  was  heard  again  the  shout  which  thirty  years 
before  surrounded  the  prsetorium  of  Pilate,  "  Away  with  him, 
away  with  him"  (Hws.).  alpe  is  imperative  present  because 
fjKoXovStL  (imperf.)  represents  the  cry  as  a  continued  one;  see  22, 
22.  Compare  apov  in  John  19,  15,  where  the  aorist  precedes. 

V.  37.  'EXXTjvLarl  y(W>o-K€is;  Dost  thou  know  Greek  ?  The  ad 
verb  stands  in  the  place  of  the  object  (comp.  ovrw  in  20,  13),  and 
XaXelv  is  not  to  be  supplied  (Kllill.)  ;  comp.  TOVS  Svptcrri  eTrto-ra/xeVov? 
in  Xen.  Cyr.  7.  5.  31,  and  in  Latin  Greece  nescire  (Mey.  De  Wet). 
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V.  38.  OVK  apa,  K.  T.  A.,  Art  thou  not  therefore  tJte  Egyptian  ?  i.  e. 
as  I  supposed,  ov  indicates  an  affirmative  answer  with  reference 
to  the  speaker's  former  state  of  mind.  W.  $  57.  3.  The  com 
mander,  on  being  addressed  in  Greek,  concludes  that  he  is  mis 
taken;  for  it  was  notorious  (it  would  seem)  that  the  Egyptian 
was  unable  to  speak  that  language.  He  could  not  have  drawn 
that  inference  solely  from  his  Egyptian  origin,  for  the  Greek  was 
now  spokc-ii  more  or  less  in  almost  every  country.  —  Of  this 
Egyptian  impostor,  Josephus  has  given  two  different  accounts 
which  need  to  be  reconciled  with  each  other,  as  well  as  with 
Luke.  In  his  Bell.  Jud.  2.  13.  5,  he  relates  that  a  juggler  (7017?), 
whom  he  also  denominates  6  AiyuTmo?,  having  procured  for  him 
self  the  reputation  of  a  prophet,  led  a  great  multitude  of  about 
thirty  thousand  men  out  of  the  desert  to  the  Mount  of  Olives, 
and  promised  them  that  the  walls  of  Jerusalem  would  fall  down 
at  his  command ;  but  Felix  fell  upon  them,  the  Egyptian  fled  per 
oAiycoy,  with  a  small  number,  most  of  his  followers  were  slain  or 
taken  prisoners,  and  the  rest  of  the  crowd  (TO  AOITJW  TrA^os)  dis 
persed.  In  his  Antt.  20.  7.  6  (he  wrote  this  work  later  than  his 
Jewish  War),  he  states  that  this  Egyptian  came  to  Jerusalem, 
that  he  persuaded  the  populace  to  go  out  with  him  to  the  Mount 
of  Olives,  where  he  would  exhibit  to  them  the  wonder  before 
mentioned ;  and  then  he  speaks  of  the  attack  of  Felix,  and  in 
that  connection  says  merely  th&lfour  hundred  of  the  Egyptian's 
people  were  slain,  and  two  hundred  were  taken  captive,  without 
any  further  addition.  "  Here  now,"  says  Tholuck  (Glaubwiirdig- 
keit,  p.  169),  "Josephus  has  in  all  appearance  contradicted  him 
self  in  the  most  glaring  manner ;  for  in  one  case  the  Egyptian 
brings  the  people  from  the  desert  to  the  Mount  of  Olives,  in  the 
other,  from  Jerusalem  ;  in  the  one  case  the  greater  part  of  thirty 
thousand  people  are  slain  or  taken  prisoners ;  in  the  other,  the 
number  of  the  slain  amounts  to  only  four  hundred,  that  of  the 
prisoners  to  only  two  hundred.  This  example  serves  to  illustrate 
an  important  rule  of  criticism,  so  often  violated  by  sceptical  writers 
in  relation  to  the  Bible  ;  and  that  is,  that,  if  the  general  credibil 
ity  of  an  historian  be  acknowledged,  we  are  bound  to  reconcile 
an  apparent  difference  by  interpretation  or  combination.  The 
application  of  this  principle  here  enables  us  to  view  the  matter 
thus.  The  man  had  at  first  a  band  of  sicarii,  and  a  rabble  had 
also  attached  themselves  to  him ;  these  people  he  leaves  behind 
on  the  Mount  of  Olives,  and  leads  thither  out  of  Jerusalem  an 
additional  crowd,  so  that  the  entire  multitude  might  amount  to 
about  thirty  thousand  men.  As  usually  happens  in  such  cases, 
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curiosity  merely  had  drawn  together  most  of  them.  Only  a  smaller 
company  belonged  to  the  train  of  his  followers,  and  among  these 
were  the  sicarii,  the  attack  of  the  Romans  was  directed  properly 
against  these,  of  whom  Felix  slew  four  hundred,  and  made  two 
hundred  prisoners.  With  a  small  number,  i.  e.  with  the  four  thou 
sand  of  whom  Luke  speaks,  he  escaped  into  the  desert ;  the  re 
maining  mass,  i.  e.  TO  TrA^os,  of  which  the  first  passage  of  Jose- 
plius  speaks,  dispersed.  In  this,  or  in  a  similar  way,  the  Jewish 
historian  may  be  reconciled  with  himself,  and  with  the  writer  of 
the  Acts."  —  eis  TTJV  ZprjfJLov,  into  the  desert,  viz.  between  Egypt  and 
Palestine,  as  he  came  from  that  direction.  —  TOI>S  TerpaKio-^tXtov?, 
the  four  thousand.  The  event  was  so  recent  that  the  precise 
number  was  still  known.  The  same  Felix  was  procurator  of 
Judea  at  this  time;  see  23,  24. —  o-i/captW,  assassins,  a  Latinism. 
They  received  their  name  from  the  Roman  sica,  a  curved  dagger 
adapted  by  its  form  to  be  concealed  beneath  the  clothes ;  they 
could  use  it  for  striking  a  fatal  blow,  in  a  crowd,  without  being 
observed. 

V.  39.  cycb  ....  Tapcrevs,  as  analyzed  by  Meyer,  contains  two 
clauses  :  lam  indeed  (/*eV)  not  the  Egyptian,  but  a  Jew  from  Tar 
sus.  St  below  can  hardly  be  antithetic.  —  KiAt/a'as  depends  on 
TToXecos;  not  in  apposition  with  an  implied  genitive  in  Ta/aorcus 
(E.  V.).  —  OVK  aa-^jjiov,  not  unnoted;  on  the  contrary,  says  Josephus 
(Antt.  1.  6.  1),  the  most  important  city  of  all  Cilicia.  Many  of 
the  coins  of  Tarsus  bear  the  title  of  Autonomous  and  Metropolis. 
See  on  9,  30. 

V.  40.  IIa£A.os  ecrroj?,  K.  r.  X.  "  What  nobler  spectacle,"  ex 
claims  Chrysostom,  "  than  that  of  Paul  at  this  moment !  There 
he  stands  bound  with  two  chains,  ready  to  make  his  defence  to 
the  people.  The  Roman  commander  sits  by,  to  enforce  order  by 
his  presence.  An  enraged  populace  look  up  to  him  from  below. 
Yet  in  the  midst  of  so  many  dangers,  how  self-possessed  is  he, 
how  tranquil ! "  —  rrj  "EfipaiSt.  SiaAeVo),  in  the  Hebrew  dialect,  i.  e. 
in  the  Syro-Chaldaic  or  Aramgean,  as  in  John  5,  2;  19,  13.  See 
on  6,  1.  In  that  language,  if  he  was  not  more  intelligible  to  most 
of  his  hearers,  he  could  at  least  "  speak  more  directly  to  the 
hearts  of  the  people." 
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I 

CHAPTER    XXII. 

VERSES   1-21.     Pauls  Speech  on  the  Stairs  of  the  Castle. 

V.  1.  As  we  examined  Luke's  account  of  Paul's  conversion 
(9,  1-lf )  in  connection  with  this  address,  it  will  be  sufficient  for 
the  most  part  to  refer  the  student  to  the  notes  there,  so  far  as  the 
two  narratives  coincide.  I  subjoin  Mr.  Humphry's  introductory 
paragraph.  "  Though  the  subject-matter  of  this  speech  has  been 
related  before,  it  assumes  here  a  fresh  interest  from  the  manner 
in  which  it  is  adapted  to  the  occasion  and  the  audience.  The 
apostle  is  suspected  of  disaffection  to  the  Mosaic  law.  In  order 
to  refute  this  charge,  he  addresses  them  in  Hebrew;  he  dwells  on 
his  Jewish  education,  and  on  his  early  zeal  for  the  law ;  he  shows 
how  at  his  conversion  he  was  guided  by  Ananias,  a  man  devout 
according  to  the  law,  and  of  good  report  among  the  Jews  at  Da 
mascus,  and  how  he  subsequently  worshipped  in  the  temple  at 
Jerusalem.  So  far  they  listen  to  him ;  but  he  no  sooner  touches 
on  the  promulgation  of  the  gospel  among  the  heathen  (v.  21) 
than  he  is  interrupted,  and  his  fate  would  probably  have  been 
the  same  as  Stephen's,  had  he  not  been  under  the  protection  of 
the  Roman  captain."  —  For  uSeA<£ot  KOL  Trare/aes,  see  on  7,  2.  Some 
of  the  rulers  mingled  with  the  crowd,  whom  Paul  knew  person 
ally  or  recognized  by  some  badge  of  office.  Here  too  (1,  1G) 
ai/8pes  is  complimentary  and  belongs  with  that  force  to  both  nouns. 

—  fj.ov  depends  not  on  a/covo-are  (comp.  1,  4),  but  on  aTroAoyta?. 

V.  3.  The  common  rule  would  place  /xeV  after  yeyei/v^eVoj.  It 
stands  out  of  its  place  now  and  then  in  the  best  writers.  W.  $ 
61.  5.  The  opposition  lies  evidently  between  Paul's  foreign  birth 
and  his  education  at  Jerusalem.  —  KiAt/aas  depends  not  on  Tro/Xct 
understood,  but  on  Tapo-a)  under  the  rule  of  possession.  W.  $  30.  2. 

—  Critics  point  this  sentence  differently.    Many  of  the  older  com 
mentators,  whom  Meyer  follows,  place  the  comma  after  ra/xaA.i?)/\, 
instead  of  TOLVT-T],  so  as  to  bring  a  participle  at  the  head  of  the 
several  clauses.     This  division  promotes  the  rhythm  at  the  ex 
pense  of  the  sense.      The   comma  should  be  put  undoubtedly 
after  ravry  (Grsb.  Lchm.  De  Wet.).      Tischendorf  follows  this 
punctuation  in  his  second  edition.     Trapa  rous  TroSas  ra/AoAuyA.,  at 
tJie  feet  of  Gamaliel,  js  appropriate  to  TreTrcuSeu/AeVos,  but  not  to  dva- 
re^pa/Mju-eVos ;  the  latter  having  respect  to  his  physical  growth  or 
progress  to  manhood,  the  former  to  his  professional  training,    dva- 
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tv  rfj  Tro'Aei  ravrr],  having  been  brought  up  in  this  city, 
forbids  the  supposition  that  Paul  was  an  adult  when  he  went  to 
reside  at  Jerusalem.  Compare,  also,  26,  4.  He  must  have  re 
moved  thither  from  Tarsus  in  his  boyhood  or  early  youth.  It  is 
surprising  that  Eichhorn  and  Hemsen  should  maintain,  in  opposi 
tion  to  such  evidence,  that  Paul  did  not  enter  the  school  of  Ga 
maliel  until  the  thirtieth  year  of  his  age.  See  note  on  7,  58.  To 
be  taught  at  one's  feet  was  a  proverbial  expression  among  the 
Jews,  founded  on  the  fact  that  in  their  schools  the  teachers, 
whether  they  stood  or  sat,  occupied  a  higher  place  than  the  pu 
pils.  Schottg.  Hor.  Hebr.  p.  477.  —  Kara  d/c/oi'yStiaj/  =  Kara  rrjv  d/cpi- 
/3ecrrar/7v  aipecriv  in  26,  5.  Paul  had  been  a  Pharisee,  and  in  his 
zeal  for  Judaism  had  surpassed  all  the  adherents  of  that  sect 
who  had  been  students  with  him  under  Gamaliel  (see  Gal.  L, 
13).  —  -Tra-puov  vofjiov  =.  vopov  roJj/  Trarepcov  ;  COmp.  TO)  Trarpwa)  $ea> 
in  24,  14.  —  &tov  is  like  the  genitive  in  21,  20. 

V.  4.  TavTf]v  TT]v  6Soj/  (19,  23),  stands  concisely  for  those  of  this 
way  ;  comp.  9,  2.  —  a^pt  Savdrov,  unto  death,  not  the  aim  merely 
(Grot.  Mey.),  but  result  of  his  persecution.  The  facts  in  the 
case  justify  the  strongest  sense  of  the  expression  ;  see  v.  20  and 
26,  10.  —  oVSpag,  K.  r.  A.  See  on  8,  2. 

V.  5.  ws  *at  ....  fjiot,  as  also  the  high-priest  testifies  (  =.  is  wit 
ness)^?'  me;  i.  e.  the  dp^tepe^  at  that  time  (see  on  9,  1),  who 
was  known  to  be  still  living.  Some  construe  the  verb  incorrectly 
as  future.  —  Trpos  TOUS  d8eA<£ous  =  ?rpos  ras  cruvaycoyd?  in  9,  2  ;  i.  e. 
unto  the  Jewish  rulers  of  the  synagogue  whom  Paul  recognizes 
as  brethren  (as  in  v.  1),  to  show  that  he  was  not  hostile  to  his 
countrymen  or  alienated  from  them  (21,  28)  ;  comp.  Rom.  9,  1  sq. 
—  eTj-opew/^v,  was  journeying  ;  not  went  (E.  V.).  —  d£cov  ....  oi/ras, 
in  order  to  bring  also  those  t/tere,  lit.  thither,  because  the  speaker's 
mind  passes  from  where  he  is  to  them  ;  not  the  emigrants  thither 
(Mey.  Alf),  since  the  Jews  had  resided  there  too  long  to  be  viewed 
in  that  light.  —  Iva  TifjuaprjSwo-w,  that  they  might  be  punished,  viz.  by 
imprisonment  (v.  4  ;  8,  3),  by  stripes  (v.  19  ;  26,  11),  or  by  death 
(v.  4  ;  8,  1). 

V.  6.  ey^i/ero,  K.  r.  A.,  But  it  happened  to  me  as  I  journeyed  (the 
participle  as  imperfect)  that,  etc.  —  JUCK  TropevojaeVw  is  not  an  in 
stance  of  the  dative  absolute,  but  depends  on  eyeVero;  comp.  v.  17. 
W.  §  31.  2.  R.  2.  —  irf.pl  /x€o-^/3ptW,  about  mid-day.  See  on  9,  3. 
That  he  should  have  had  such  a  vision  (^>o»?  IKUVOV)  at  such  an 
hour  made  it  the  more  impossible  that  he  should  be  deceived.  — 
For  Trept  in  7repiacrrpdi//ai  repeated  before  e/xe,  see  on  3,  2. 

V.  7.     CT-eo-a,  which  is  changed  in  some  copies  to  oreo-ov,  is  an 
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Alexandrian  form  ;  comp.  Gal.  5,  4.  W.  $  13.  1.  a.  Transcribers 
have  probably  altered  this  termination  to  the  second  aorist  in 
some  other  passages,  as  John  6,  10  ;  Heb.  3,  17  ;  Rev.  7,  11.  For 
tTreo-a  in  the  classics,  see  K.  $  154.  R.  2;  B.  $  114. 

V.  9.  ot  crvv  IfJiol  oVres  :=  ol  (ruvoSeuovres  aura)  in  9,  7  (_comp.  26, 
14).  So  those  might  be  described  who  happened  to  be  travelling 
with  Saul  in  the  same  caravan  ;  but  the  common  view  is  more 
correct,  that  they  are  the  men  who  accompanied  him  as  his  as 
sistants.  He  would  need  the  aid  of  others  to  enable  him  to  con 
vey  his  prisoners  in  safety  to  Jerusalem  (v.  5).  —  rrjv  Se  <f>tavr)v  OVK 
fjKovo-av,  but  the  voice  of  him  who  spoke  to  me  they  understood  not. 
For  this  translation,  see  the  remarks  on  9,  7. 

V.  11.  J)s  Se  OVK  €V€/3A.€7rov,  As  now  I  saw  not,  i.  e.  any  thing; 
here  only  without  an  object.  —  d?ro  T?}S  So'f^s  roC  <£COTOS  exaVov,  from 
the  glory,  splendor,  of  that  light,  which  was  "  above  the  brightness 
of  the  sun  ;  "  see  26,  13.  "  The  history  (9,  9)  mentions  simply 
the  fact  of  his  blindness,  but  the  apostle  states  its  cause,  as  an 
eye-witness  would  naturally  do."  Birks,  p.  328.  1 

V.  12.  cva-e@rjs  is  the  authorized  word,  not  evXapjs.  "  The  his 
torian  (9,  10)  calls  Ananias  a  disciple;  but  the  apostle  'a  devout 
man  according  to  the  law,  having  a  good  report  of  all  the  Jews 
who  dwelt  there.'  Such  a  description  was  admirably  suited  to 
his  immediate  object,  to  conciliate  his  audience  in  every  lawful 
way.  How  consistent  it  was  with  the  other  account  appears 
from  21,  20,  in  the  words  of  James  :  *  Thou  seest,  brother,  how 
many  thousands  of  Jews  there  are  who  believe,  and  they  are  all 
zealmis  of  the  law'  "  Birks,  p.  329.  —  KO.TOIKOWTCDV,  sc.  eV  Aa/xao-Ka). 
—  eTTiorra?,  standing  near,  in  order  to  place  his  hands  upon  him  ; 
comp.  9,  17.  —  The  recapitulation  here  omits  the  vision  to  Ana 
nias,  related  so  fully  in  the  history  (comp.  9,  10  sq.).  The  cir 
cumstances  of  that  event  were  unimportant  to  the  apostle's 
defence,  and  would  have  made  his  commission  to  the  Gentiles 
needlessly  prominent  at  this  stage  of  the  address. 

V.  13.  avd/3\f{j/ov,  look  up  and  see  ;  and  so  in  the  next  clause, 
di/e/JAei/'a  ct?  aurov,  I  looked  up  upon  him.  We  are  to  think  of 
Paul  as  sitting  there  blind,  and  Ananias  as  standing  before  him 
(Mey).  The  verb  does  not  vary  its  meaning,  but  suggests  in 
the  first  instance  what  it  asserts  in  the  second.  The  involved 
idea  prevails  over  the  direct  one  in  such  a  use  as  that  in  9,  12. 

V.  14.    6  $eos  TCOV  Trarepwv  fjfjMv,  the  God  of  our  fathers,  is  another  of 


1  Horrc  Apostolicce,  by  the  Rev.  T.  R.  Birks,  late  Fellow  of  Trinity  College, 
Cambridge  (London  1850). 
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"those  conciliatory  touches  which  mark  a  real  discourse."  —  irpo- 
exeipuraro,  K.  T.  A.,  appointed  (destined,  as  in  3,20)  thee  to  know  his 
will,  not  as  to  the  way  of  saving  men  (i.  e.  fiovXyv  in  20,  27),  but 
as  to  what  he  was  to  do  and  suffer  in  his  future  sphere  of  labor ; 
comp.  9,  15.  16.  —  Kat  tSav.  See  the  last  remark  on  9,  7. —  TOV 
SiWiov,  as  in  3,  14  ;  7,  52. 

V.  15.  on  «n?  ....  avSpuTrovsyfor  thou  shalt  be  a  witness  for  him 
unto  all  men.  This  is  the  reason  why  Christ  had  revealed  him 
self  to  Paul;  comp.  Gal.  1,  16.  Travras  avSpwirovs  takes  the  place 
of  e^i/oji/  KOL  /focriAeW,  vioJv  re  'IcrparJA  in  9,  15.  The  more  guarded 
phraseology  here  evinces  the  tact  of  the  speaker.  Paul  would 
keep  back  for  the  present  the  offensive  as  ZSvrj  which  when 
uttered  at  length  (v.  21)  was  the  last  word  that  the  bigoted  Jews 
would  bear  from.  him.  —  The  idea  of  our  English  "  martyr  "  was 
not  attached  to  jjuiprvp  or  /jidprvs  till  a  later  period.  We  see  the 
word  in  its  progress  to  that  signification  in  v.  20  and  Rev.  17,  6. 
Towards  the  close  of  the  second  century  it  had  become  so  hon 
orable  a  title,  that  the  Christians  at  Lyons  who  had  been  con 
demned  to  suffer  torture  or  death,  fearful  that  they  might  waver 
in  the  moment  of  extremity,  refused  to  be  called  "martyrs." 
"  This  name,"  said  they,  "  properly  belongs  only  to  the  true  and 
faithful  Witness,  the  Prince  of  Life ;  or,  at  least,  only  to  those 
whose  testimony  Christ  has  sealed  by  their  constancy  to  the  end. 
We  are  but  poor,  humble  confessors,  i.  e.  ofioXoyot."  (Euseb. 
Hist.  5.  2).  —  wv  instead  of  a,  which  the  verb  requires,  arises  from 
the  suppressed  e/ceiW/  after  /xaprus. 

V.  16.  di/ao-ras  stands  opposed  to  /xe'XXets,  i.  e.  witJwut  delay ; 
see  on  9,  18.  —  /^a-m-to-cu,  be  baptized,  or,  with  a  stricter  adherence 
to  the  form,  have  thyself  baptized  (De  Wet.).  One  of  the  uses  of 
the  middle  is  to  express  an  act  which  a  person  procures  another 
to  perform  for  him.  W.  $  38.  3;  K.  250.  R.  2.  This  is  the  only 
instance  in  which  the  verb  occurs  in  this  voice,  with  reference  to 
Christian  baptism.  In  the  analogous  case  (1  Cor.  10,  2)  the  read 
ing  is  €/3a7rruravTO  or  l/3a.7nicr$r]<j-av. —  /cat  aTroAmxrai  TU?  a/xaprta?  crou, 
and  wash  (bathe)  away  thy  sins.  This  clause  states  a  result  of 
the  baptism,  in  language  derived  from  the  nature  of  that  ordi 
nance.  It  answers  to  efc  otyeo-u/  d/tapi-woi/  in  2,  38,  i.  e.  submit  to 
the  rite  in  order  to  be  forgiven.  In  both  passages  baptism  is  rep 
resented  as  having  this  importance  or  efficacy,  because  it  is  the 
sign  of  the  repentance  and  faith  which  are  the  conditions  of  salva 
tion.  Compare  &rcXoixr<ur£«  in  1  Cor.  6,  11.  The  sort  of  outward 
washing  expressed  by  this  verb  has  been  noticed  on  16,  33. 
Hence  there  can  be  no  question  as  to  the  mode  of  baptism  in 


CHAP.  XXII,  17-21.  COMMENTARY.  36o 

this  instance ;  for  if  it  be  maintained  that  /3a7mo-ai  is  uncertain 
in  its  meaning,  a  definition  is  added  in  aTroAovo-at  which  removes 
the  doubt.  —  eTriKaXecra/xevos  TO  ovo/xa  CLVTOV  supplies  essentially  the 
place  of  tin  TO)  ovo/j.aTL  'lycrov  XpurTov  in  2,  38 ;  see  the  note  on 
that  clause,  rov  Kvpiov  after  6Vo/ua  has  much  less  support  than 
avrov.  The  pronoun  can  refer  only  to  Christ ;  comp.  on  9,  14. 

V.  17.  For  this  journey  to  Jerusalem,  see  on  9,  10.  —  eyeWo 
governs  /*oi  as  in  v.  6.  —  In  Trpoaev-^o^vov  /xov  the  construction 
changes  to  the  genitive  absolute.  On  account  of  this  intervening 
clause,  JJLC  accompanies  yeVecr&u,  though  eyei/eVo  has  the  same  log 
ical  subject  (see  on  15,  23).  W.  §  44.  3.  —  On  e/carao-ei,  see  10, 
10.  Some,  as  Schott,  Wieseler,  and  others,  would  identify  this 
"ecstasy"  with  the  vision  to  which  Paul  alludes  in  2  Cor.  12,  2; 
and  would  establish  by  this  coincidence  the  date  of  the  composi 
tion  of  that  Epistle:  But  as  the  apostle  had  so  many  similar  reve 
lations  in  the  course  of  his  life,  and  as  the  character  of  this  vision 
is  so  unlike  that  described  in  2  Cor.  12,  2,  the  conjecture  that 
they  are  the  same  must  be  pronounced  vague  and  improbable. 

V.  18.  ev  ru^ei,  quickly,  accords  with  Gal.  1,  18.  On  this  first 
visit  Paul  remained  at  Jerusalem  but  fifteen  days,  and  received 
this  command  probably  on  one  of  the  last  of  them.  In  that  pas 
sage  of  the  Epistle  the  apostle  says  nothing  respecting  this  vision 
in  the  temple,  as  it  was  sufficient  for  his  object  to  mention  the 
reason  for  this  journey  thither  and  the  brevity  of  his  stay.  —  SidVi 
....  Trepi  e/xov,  because  they  (viz.  his  unconverted  countrymen)  will 
not  receive  thy  testimony,  i.  e.  although  he  should  continue  to  de 
clare  it  to  them.  See  the  note  on  9,  30. 

V.  19.  etTrov,  K.  r.  A.  The  apostle  states  the  reason  here  why 
he  supposed  Jerusalem  to  be  his  proper  field  of  labor.  His  his 
tory  as  a  converted  blasphemer  and  persecutor  was  notorious  in 
that  city;  the  testimony  of  such  a  man  might  be  expected  to  have 
more  weight  among  those  who  had  witnessed  the  change  in  his 
character,  than  among  those  to  whom  his  previous  life  was  un 
known. 

V.  20.  jjidpTvp6<i  arov,  thy  witness,  not  "  martyr"  (E.  V.)  ;  see  on 
v.  15.  —  KOL  ovros,  then  (see  on  1,  10)  I  myself.  —  In  respect  to 
crwet'So/cojv,  see  the  note  on  8,  1.  ry  avaip«rei  avrov  the  critical 
editions  of  the  text  omit,  or  put  in  brackets.  It  is  probably  an 
addition  from  8,  1.  —  On  <£t'Aao-o-o>i/,  K.  T.  A.,  see  7,  58. 

V.  21.  Tropevov  is  present,  because  he  was  to  obey  at  once. 
He  proceeded  to  Syria  and  Cilicia  (9,  30  and  Gal.  1,  21),  and 
remained  there  three  or  four  years  before  his  arrival  at  Antioch 
(see  on  9,  30).  As  he  was  ordered  to  leave  Jerusnlem  because 
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God  would  send  him  to  the  Gentiles,  we  may  infer  (though  this 
is  not  the  common  opinion)  that  he  preached  to  heathen  as  well 
as  Jews  during  his  sojourn  in  those  regions.  See  note  on.  13,  3. 
— "  Paul  relates  this  vision  to  show,"  as  Alford  remarks,  "  that  his 
own  inclination  and  prayer  had  been,  that  he  might  preach  the 
gospel  to  his  own  people ;  but  that  it  was  by  the  imperative  com 
mand  of  the  Lord  himself  that  he  went  to  the  Gentiles." 

VERSES  22-29.     Paul  pleads  his  Roman  Citizenship,  and  escapes 

the   Torture. 

V.  22.  yKovov,  continued  to  hear.  —  a^pt  rovrov  TOV  Aoyov,  unto 
this  word,  viz.  that  God  would  send  him  to  the  heathen.  —  alpe  is 
present  because  it  was  a  repeated  cry;  see  on  21,  37.  —  For  TOV 
with  TOLOVTOV,  the* one  such  as  he,  see  on  19,  25. — ov  yap  KaSfjKfv 
avrov  £,yv,for  it  was  not  Jit  he  should  live ;  imperfect  because  he  had 
forfeited  life  long  ago.  W.  $  41.  2.  Meyer  refers  the  past  tense 
to  the  chiliarch's  interference  ;  he  ought  not  to  have  rescued  the 
man,  but  should  have  left  him  to  his  fate.  Some  copyists,  stum 
bling  apparently  at  the  imperfect,  wrote  KaSfJKov  or  /ca^/cei. 

V.  23.  piTTTowrwv  TO,  i/xciTta  means,  not  throwing  off  their  gar 
ments  as  a  preparation  for  stoning  Paul  (Grot.  Mey.),  for  he  was 
now  in  the  custody  of  the  Roman  captain ;  but  throwing  them  up, 
tossing  them  about,  as  a  manifestation  and  an  effect  of  their  in- 
controllable  rage.  Their  casting  dust  into  the  air  was  an  act  of  the 
same  character.  This  mode  of  demonstrating  their  feelings  was 
suited  also  to  inflame  the  populace  still  more,  and  to  impress  the 
tribune  with  the  necessity  of  conceding  something  to  their  de 
mands.  Sir  John  Chardin,  as  quoted  by  Harmer,1  says  that  it  is 
common  for  the  peasants  in  Persia,  when  they  have  a  complaint 
to  lay  before  their  governors,  to  repair  to  them  by  hundreds,  or  a 
thousand,  at  once ;  they  place  themselves  near  the  gate  of  the 
palace,  where  they  suppose  they  are  most  likely  to  be  seen  and 
heard,  and  there  set  up  a  horrid  outcry,  rend  their  garments,  and 
throw  dust  into  the  air,  at  the  same  time  demanding  justice. 

V.  24.  eKcXevo-ev,  K.  r.  X.  It  is  not  surprising  that  the  chiliarch 
gave  this  order.  He  had  been  unable  to  follow  Paul's  address  on 
account  of  his  ignorance  of  the  language ;  and  witnessing  now 
this  renewed  outburst  of  rage,  he  concludes  that  the  prisoner 
must  have  given  occasion  for  it  by  some  flagrant  offence,  and 
determines,  therefore,  to  extort  a  confession  from  him. — etTrwv  .... 

ov,  directing  that  he  should  be  examined  by  scourges.     The  plural 

1  Observations,  Vol.  IV.  p.  203. 
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refers  to  the  blows  or  lashes  of  the  scourge.  It  was  proposed  to 
torture  him  into  an  acknowledgment  of  his  supposed  crime. — 
Iva  cTrryvu),  that  he  might  ascertain.  —  ourws  CTTC^COVOW  aura),  were  so 
crying  out  against  him;  not  cried  out  (E.  V.). 

V.  25.  to?  Se  TrpocVetvai'  auroi/  rots  i/xacnv  has  received  two  differ 
ent  explanations.  Some,  as  De  Wette,  Meyer,  Robinson,  render : 
But  as  they  (sc.  the  soldiers,  see  on  v.  29)  stretched  him  forth  for 
the  thongs,  i.  e.  for  the  scourge,  which  consisted  sometimes  of  two 
or  more  lashes  or  cords.  They  placed  the  apostle  in  an  upright 
posture,  so  as  to  expose  him  more  fully  to  the  blows,  or  caused 
him  to  lean  forward  in  order  to  receive  them  more  effectually 
The  stripes,  it  will  be  remembered,  were  inflicted  on  the  naked 
back  (see  16,  22).  Others  translate,  they  stretched  him  forth  with 
the  thongs,  against  a  block  or  pillar,  i.  e.  bound  him  to  it  with 
them,  preparatory  to  his  being  scourged.  The  article  in  this  case 
would  designate  the  thongs  as  those  which  it  was  customary  to 
use  on  such  occasions.  Bottger  (Schauplatz,  p.  84),  who  advo 
cates  the  view  last  stated,  deduces  a  strong  confirmation  of  it 
from  v.  29.  It  is  said  that  the  chiliarch  feared  when  he  ascer 
tained  that  Paul  was  a  Roman  citizen,  because  he  had  bound  him; 
but  that  fear  could  not  relate  to  the  command  in  21,  33,  for  he 
kept  Paul  in  chains  until  the  next  day  (v.  30),  and  Felix  left  him 
still  in  that  condition  at  the  expiration  of  his  term  of  office  (24, 
27).  It  was  not  contrary  to  the  Roman  laws  for  a  magistrate  to 
bind  a  criminal  or  suspected  person  for  safe-keeping,  although  he 
was  known  to  be  a  Roman  citizen ;  and  hence  it  is  difficult  to 
see  what  can  be  meant  by  SeStKok  in  v.  29,  unless  it  be  the  bind 
ing  connected  with  the  scourging  to  which  the  commander  had 
ordered  Paul  to  be  subjected.  That  was  an  outrage  which  was 
not  to  come  near  the  person  of  a  Roman  even  after  condemna 
tion  ;  the  infliction  of  it  on  the  part  of  a  judge  or  magistrate  ex 
posed  him  to  the  severest  penalty.  ( Wdsth.  concurs  in  this  view.) 
Several  critics  (e.  g.  Kuin.  Olsh.)  render  Trpoereivav,  delivered,  con 
signed,  i.  e.  to  the  scourge,  which  is  too  vague  for  so  specific  a 
term. — TT/DOS  rov  eo-rwra  €Karovrap^ov,  unto  the  centurion  standing 
there,  having  charge  of  the  inquisition.  It  was  the  custom  of  the 
Romans  to  commit  the  execution  of  such  punishments  to  that 
class  of  officers;  comp.  Mark  15,  39.  —  KOL  aKaTa.Kpi.Tov,  and  (that 
too)  uncondcmned,  without  previous  trial;  see  on  16,  37. 

V.  26.  opa,  rendered  take  heed  in  the  English  version,  Gries- 
bach  and  others  omit,  after  decisive  authorities.  It  was  added 
apparently  to  give  more  point  to  the  caution.  —  6  yap,  K.  T.  A..,  for 
this  man  is  a  Roman.  It  may  excite  surprise  that  the  centurion 
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believed  Paul's  word  so  readily.  We  have  the  explanation  of 
this  in  the  fact,  that  a  false  claim  of  this  nature  was  easily  ex 
posed,  and  liable  to  be  punished  with  death.  (Suet.  Claud,  c.  25.) 
It  was  almost  an  unprecedented  thing  that  any  one  was  so  fool 
hardy  as  to  assert  the  privilege  without  being  entitled  to  it. 

V.  27.  Ae'ye  (JLOL,  K.  r.  \.  He  asks  the  question,  not  from  any 
doubt  of  Paul's  veracity,  but  in  order  to  have  the  report  confirmed 
from  his  own  lips,  and  at  the  same  time  to  elicit  an  explanation 
of  so  unexpected  a  fact.  The  inquiry  indicates  his  surprise  that 
a  man  in  Paul's  situation  should  possess  a  privilege  which  he 
himself  had  procured  at  such  expense. 

V.  28.  TroXXoi)  K€<f>a\a.Lov,  for  a  great  sum.  It  has  been  inferred 
from  this  circumstance,  and  from  his  name,  that  Lysias  was  a 
Greek.  It  was  very  common  under  the  emperors  to  obtain  the 
rights  of  citizenship  in  this  way.  Havercamp  says  in  a  note  on 
Josephus  (Antt.  1.  p.  712),  that  a  great  many  Jews  in  Asia  Minor 
were  Roman  citizens  at  this  time,  who  had  purchased  that  rank. 
It  did  not  always  require  great  wealth  to  procure  it.  A  few  years 
earlier  than  this,  in  the  reign  of  Claudius,  "  the  rights  of  Roman 
citizenship  were  sold  by  Messallina  and  the  freedmen,  with 
shameless  indifference,  to  any  purchaser,  and  it  was  currently 
said  that  the  Roman  civitaa  (Diet,  of  Antt.  s.  v.)  might  be  pur 
chased  for  two  cracked  drinking-cups."  —  /cat,  also,  connects  the 
fact  of  his  freedom  with  its  origin.  —  yeyeyr>7/Aai,  sc. 'Pw/xato?,  i.e. 
he  had  inherited  his  rights  as  a  Roman  citizen.  In  what  way  the 
family  of  Paul  acquired  this  distinction  is  unknown.  Many  of 
the  older  commentators  assert  that  Tarsus  enjoyed  the  full  privi 
leges  of  citizenship,  and  that  Paul  possessed  them  as  a  native 
of  Tarsus.  But  that  opinion  (advanced  still  in  some  recent 
works)  is  certainly  erroneous.  The  passages  in  the  ancient  wri 
ters  which  were  supposed  to  confirm  it  are  found  to  be  inconclu 
sive  ;  they  prove  that  the  Romans  freed  the  inhabitants  of  Tarsus 
from  taxation,  allowed  them  to  use  their  own  laws,  and  declared 
their  city  the  metropolis  of  Cilicia ;  but  they  afford  no  proof  that 
the  Romans  conferred  on  them  the  birthright  of  Roman  citizen 
ship.  Indeed,  the  opinion  to  that  effect,  could  it  be  established, 
so  far  from  supporting  Luke's  credibility,  would  bring  it  into 
question  ;  for  it  is  difficult  to  believe  that  the  chiliarch,  after  be 
ing  told  that  Paul  was  a  citizen  of  Tarsus  (21,  39),  would  have 
ordered  him  to  be  scourged,  without  any  further  inquiry  as  to  his 
rank.  It  only  remains,  therefore,  that  Paul's  father,  or  some  one 
of  his  ancestors,  must  have  obtained  Roman  citizenship  in  some 
one  of  the  different  ways  in  which  foreigners  could  obtain  that 
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privilege.  It  was  conferred  often  as  a  reward  for  fidelity  to  the 
Roman  interest,  or  for  distinguished  military  services  ;  it  could  be 
purchased,  as  was  mentioned  above ;  or  it  could  be  acquired  by 
manumission,  which,  when  executed  with  certain  forms,  secured 
the  full  immunities  of  freedom  to  the  emancipated.  In  which 
of  these  modes  the  family  of  Paul  became  free  can  only  be  con 
jectured.  Some  adopt  one  supposition,  some  another.  Nothing 
is  certain  beyond  the  fact  that  Paul  inherited  his  citizenship. 

V.  29.  01  ^acAAovrts  are  soldiers  who  aided  the  centurion  (v.  25). 
Luke  does  not  mention  the  command  of  Lysias,  which  caused 
them  to  desist  so  promptly.  —  eViyi/ous  OTL  'Pto/xcuo's  com,  having 
ascertained  that  he  is  a  Roman.  "  Ilia  vox  et  imploratio,  '  Civis 
Romanus  sum,'  qua?  saepe  mult  is,  in  ultimis  terris,  opem  inter 
barbaros  et  salutem  tulit,"  l  proved  itself  effectual,  also,  in  this 
instance.  —  OTL  ....  SeSexok,  because  he  had  bound  1dm.  Those  who 
understand  this  of  his  having  ordered  him  to  be  chained  in  21,  33, 
must  suppose  that  his  present  fear  was  very  transient.  tA-vo-ev 
in  v.  30  shows  that  Paul  was  kept  in  chains  during  the  night. 

VERSE  30.     Paul  is  examined  before  the  Sanhedrim. 

V.  30.  For  the  use  of  TO  before  the  interrogative  clause,  see 
on  v.  21.  —  TL  Ka-n/yopemu  -rrapa  ran/  'lovSatW,  why  he  is  accused  on 
the  part  of  the  Jews,  not  directly  or  formally,  but,  in  point  of  fact, 
by  their  persecution  of  him,  their  clamor  for  his  death,  -n-apd  is  a 
more  exact  preposition  for  this  sense  (W.  $  47.  p.  327)  than  vrro, 
which  has  taken  its  place  in  some  manuscripts.  Some  have 
joined  Trapa  rtov  'lovScuW  with  yi/eovai  TO  ao-0aA.es,  as  if  it  COllld  not 
follow  a  passive  verb.  —  d.7ro  ™»v  8eo-/xcov  after  IA.uo-ev  expands  the 
idea,  and  was  added  to  the  text  probably  for  that  purpose.  It  is 
destitute  of  critical  support.  —  Karaya-y^v  rov  IlauAov,  having  brought 
down  Paul  from  his  prison  in  the  castle  (see  on  21,  31)  to  the 
lower  place  where  the  Sanhedrim  assembled.  According  to  Jew 
ish  tradition,  that  body  transferred  their  sittings  at  length  from 
Gazith,  an  apartment  in  the  inner  temple  (see  on  6,  13),  to  a 
room  on  Mount  Zion,  near  the  bridge  over  the  Tyroposon.  It 
was  here  probably  that  the  council  met  at  this  time  ;  for  Lysias 
and  his  soldiers  would  not  have  presumed  to  enter  the  sacred 
part  of  the  temple.  The  Romans  conceded  to  the  Jews  the  right 
of  putting  any  foreigner  to  death  who  passed  the  forbidden  limits ; 
comp.  on  21,  28.  See  Lewin,  II.  p.  672.2 

1  Cic.  in  Vcrr.  Act.  2.  5.  57 

a  The  Life  and  Epistles  of  St.  Paul,  by  Thomas  Lewin  of  Trinity  College, 
Oxford  (1851). 
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CHAPTER   XXIII. 

VERSES   1-10.     Paul's  Speech  before  the  Jewish  Council. 


V.  1.  Trdcrrj  o-wetSrjo-fi  dya^,  ivith  all  good  conscience  ;  or,  more 
strictly,  consciousness,  i.  e.  of  integrity  and  sincerity.  See  on  20, 
21.  —  7re7roA.iT€Tj/zcu  TO)  $eu>,  I  have  lived  unto  God,  i.  e.  for  his  service 
and  glory;  dative  of  the  object  (see  Rom.  14,  18;  Gal.  2,  19). 
The  verb  refers  to  his  conduct  in  all  respects  ;  not  specially  to 
his  political  or  civil  relations.  Compare  d£iu>s  ro9  euayycA/ov  77-0X1- 
T€uecr$e  in  Phil.  1,  27.  —  a^pt  ravn/s  ri}s  ^/xepas,  unto  this  day,  from 
the  time  that  he  became  a  Christian.  As  his  conduct  before  his 
defection  from  Judaism  was  not  in  question  now,  he  had  no  oc 
casion  to  speak  of  that  part  of  his  life,  though  he  could  claim  in 
some  sense  to  have  acted  conscientiously  even  then  (see  26,  9). 

V.  2.  6  dpxiepevs  'Avan'as.  This  Ananias  is  to  be  distinguished 
from  the  Annas,  or  Ananus,  of  whom  we  read  in  4,  6  ;  Luke  3,  2, 
and  John  18,  13.  He  is  unquestionably,  says  Winer  (Realw.  I.  p. 
57),  the  son  of  Nebedaeus,  who  obtained  the  office  of  high-priest 
under  the  procurator  Tiberius  Alexander,  in  the  year  A.  D.  48,  and 
was  the  immediate  successor  of  Camydus  or  Camithus  (Jos.  Antt. 
20.  5.  2).  He  filled  this  office  also  under  the  procurator  Cumanns, 
but,  having  been  implicated  in  a  dispute  between  the  Jews  and 
the  Samaritans,  he  was  sent  by  the  Syrian  propraetor  to  Rome, 
in  A.  D.  52,  in  order  to  defend  himself  before  the  Emperor  Clau 
dius.  The  subsequent  history  of  Ananias  is  obscure.  He  either 
lost  his  office  in  consequence  of  this  journey,  or,  which  is  more 
probable  (Jos.  Antt.  20.  6.  3),  he  was  acquitted,  and  continued  to 
officiate  as  high-priest  until  he  was  superseded  by  Ismael,  son  of 
Phabi,  just  before  the  departure  of  Felix  from  Judea.  In  the 
latter  case,  says  the  same  writer,  he  was  the  actual  high-priest  at 
the  time  of  the  occurrence  related  here,  and  is  called  dpxiepev's  on 
that  account,  and  not  because  he  had  formerly  held  the  office,  or 
because  he  occupied  it  during  a  vacancy.  —  rots  Trapeo-rcoo-tv  avraJ, 
those  who  stood  near  to  him  ;  not  members  of  the  council,  or  spec 
tators,  but  the  {iTT^peVat,  the  servants  in  attendance;  see  on  4,  1. 
—  riiTrrf.iv  avTLv  TO  CTTo/xa,  to  strike  his  mouth.  The  mouth  must  be 
shut  that  uttered  such  a  declaration.  It  was  not  to  be  endured 
that  a  man  arraigned  there  as  an  apostate  from  the  religion  of  his 
fathers  should  assert  his  innocence.  This  mode  of  enjoining 
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silence  is  practised  in  the  East  at  the  present  day.  "  As  soon  as 
the  ambassador  came,"  says  a  traveller  in  Persia,  "  he  punished 
the  principal  offenders  by  causing  them  to  be  beaten  before  him  ; 
and  those  who  had  spoken  their  minds  too  freely,  he  smote  upon 
the  mouth  with  a  shoe."  He  relates  another  instance  :  " '  Call 
the  Ferasches,'  exclaimed  the  king ;  '  let  them  beat  the  culprits 
until  they  die.'  The  Ferasches  appeared  and  beat  them  violent 
ly  ;  and  when  they  attempted  to  say  anything  in  their  defence, 
they  were  struck  on  the  mouth."  l 

V.  3.  TVTTTCW  ....  6  $eo?,  God  shall  smite  thee.  The  apostle 
declares  in  terms  suggested  by  the  outrage  that  God  would  punish 
the  author  of  the  brutal  insult ;  he  does  not  imprecate  vengeance 
on  him,  or  predict  that  he  would  die  by  violence.  As  Ananias 
was  killed  by  an  assassin  (Jos.  Bell.Jud.  2.  17.  9),  some  have  sup 
posed  Paul's  language  to  prefigure  such  an  end.  —  rot^e  KCKovia/xeVe, 
thou  whited  wall,  i.  e.  hypocrite,  because,  as  stated  in  the  next 
clause,  he  did  one  thing  while  he  professed  another.  For  the 
origin  of  the  expression,  see  Matt.  23,  27.  The  Jews  painted 
their  sepulchres  white,  so  as  not  to  defile  themselves  by  coming 
unexpectedly  in  contact  with  them ;  hence  they  were  fair  to  the 
eye  while  they  were  full  of  inward  corruption.  Jahn's  Archaeol. 
$  207.  —  *ai  a-v  KaSy,  And  dost  thou  sit  ?  etc.  The  verb  is  a  later 
form  for  /caJr/o-at.  Lob.  ad  Phryn.  p.  358.  KOI  conforms  here  to 
its  use  in  questions  designed  to  bring  out  the  inconsistency  of 
another's  views  or  conduct.  Compare  Mark  4,  13;  Luke  10,  29. 
K.  $  321.  R.  1.  —  KptVwv  /xe  /cara  rov  VOJJLOV,  judging  me  according  to 
the  law,  states  what  was  true  of  him  in  theory,  Trapavo/xoiv,  trans 
gressing  the  law,  what  was  true  in  point  of  fact. 

V.  5.  OVK  flSen/,  I  did  not  know  at  the  moment,  bear  in  mind 
(Bng.  Wetst.  Knin.  Olsh.  Wdsth.).  Compare  the  use  of  this 
verb  in  Eph.  6,  8 ;  Col.  3,  24.  Some  understand  that  Paul  did 
not  know,  was  ignorant,  that  Ananias  was  now  the  high-priest ;  a 
possible  ignorance,  certainly,  since  he  had  been  absent  from  the 
country  so  long,  and  the  high-priest  was  changed  so  frequently 
at  that  period.  On  the  contrary,  if  the  high-priest  presided  on 
such  occasions  or  wore  an  official  dress,  Paul  could  tell  at  a  glance 
who  that  dignitary  was,  from  his  position  or  his  costume.  But 
this  view  is  liable  to  another  objection;  it  renders  the  apostle's 
apology  for  his  remark  irrelevant,  since  he  must  have  perceived 
from  the  presence  of  Ananias  that  he  was  at  least  one  of  the 
rulers  of  the  people,  and  entitled  to  respect  on  account  of  his 

1  Morier's  Second  Journey  through  Persia,  pp.  8,  94. 
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station.  Others  think  that  Paul  spoke  ironically,  meaning  that 
he  did  not  know  or  acknowledge  such  a  man  as  high-priest  (Mey. 
Bmg.).  The  sarcasm  so  covertly  expressed  would  not  have  been 
readily  understood,  and  the  appeal  to  Scripture  in  that  state  of 
mind,  becomes  unmeaning,  not  to  say  irreverent.  —  yap  yeypajrrai 
connects  itself  with  an  implied  thought :  Otherwise  I  should  not 
have  so  spoken  ;  for  it  is  written,  viz.  in  Ex.  22,  28.  The  passage 
applies  to  any  civil  magistrate,  as  well  as  to  the  high-priest.  Paul 
admits  that  he  had  been  thrown  off  his  guard ;  the  insult  had 
touched  him  to  the  quick,  and  he  had  spoken  rashly.  But  what 
can  surpass  the  grace  with  which  he  recovered  his  self-possession, 
the  frankness  with  which  he  acknowledged^  his  error?  If  his 
conduct  in  yielding  to  the  momentary  impulse  was  not  that  of 
Christ  himself  under  a  similar  provocation  (John  18,  22.  23), 
certainly  the  manner  in  which  he  atoned  for  his  fault  was  Christ- 
like. 

V.  6.  yi/ovs  Se,  K.  T.  X.  Neander :  "  In  order  to  secure  the  voice 
of  the  majority  among  his  judges,  Paul  availed  himself  of  a  meas 
ure  for  promoting  the  triumph  of  the  truth  which  has  been  oftener 
employed  against  it,  —  the  divide  et  impera  in  a  good  sense ;  in 
order  to  produce  a  division  in  the  assembly,  he  addressed  himself 
to  the  interest  for  the  truth  which  a  great  part  of  his  judges  ac 
knowledged,  and  by  which  they  really  approached  nearer  to  him 
than  the  smaller  number  of  those  who  denied  it.  He  could  say 
with  truth  that  he  stood  there  on  trial  because  he  had  testified 
of  the  hope  of  Israel,  and  of  the  resurrection  of  the  dead ;  for  he 
had  preached  Jesus  as  the  one  through  whom  this  hope  was  to 
be  fulfilled.  This  declaration  had  the  effect  of  uniting  the  Phar 
isees  present  in  his  favor,  and  of  involving  them  in  a  violent  dis 
pute  with  the  Sadducees.  The  former  could  find  no  fault  with 
him.  If  he  said  that  the  spirit  of  a  deceased  person,  or  that 
an  angel,  had  appeared  to  him,  no  one  could  impute  that  to  him 
as  a  crime ;  what  he  meant  by  this,  and  whether  what  he  alleged 
was  true  or  not,  they  did  not  trouble  themselves  to  decide."  — 
Trepi  eA.7ri'8os,  K.  r.  A..,  for  hope's  sake  and  (that)  a  resurrection  of  the 
dead  (Mey.  De  Wet.),  i.  e.  by  hendiadys,  the  hope  of  the  resurrec 
tion  (Kuin.  Olsh.).  The  first  mode  of  stating  it  analyzes  the 
grammatical  figure. 

V.  7.  eyevero  o-racrts,  there  arose  a  dissent.ion,  difference  of  views 
respecting  Paul's  case  ;  see  on  15,  2.  —  As  the  effect  of  this  dif 
ference,  ecrxLo-^r)  TO  7rAr}$os,  the  multitude  was  divided,  took  opposite 
sides. 

V.  8.     /j.r)  elvai  ....  Tryeu/xa,  that  there  is  no  resurrection,  nor 
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angel  or  spirit.  See  Mark  12,  18.  p/Se  adds  a  second  denial  to 
the  first,  while  //.^re  expands  this  denial  into  its  parts.  See  W.  $ 
55.  6.  Josephus  confirms  this  statement  as  to  the  belief  of  the 
Sadducees.  In  one  place  (Bell.  Jud.  2.  8.  14)  he  says,  that  "  the 
Sadducees  reject  the  permanence  or  existence  of  the  soul  after 
death,  and  the  rewards  and  punishments  of  an  invisible  world ; " 
and  in  another  place  (Antt.  18.  1.  4),  that  "  the  Sadducees  hold 
that  the  souls  of  men  perish  with  their  bodies."  The  Talmudists 
and  other  Jewish  writers  make  the  same  representation.  —  TO. 
dfjL(f>6r€pa,  both,  i.  e.  according  to  the  above  analysis,  a  resurrection 
and  the  reality  of  spiritual  existences,  whether  angels  or  the 
souls  of  the  departed.  Josephus  belonged  to  the  sect  of  the 
Pharisees,  and  he  represents  their  opinion  to  have  been,  "  that 
souls  have  an  immortal  vigor,  and  are  destined  to  be  rewarded  or 
punished  in  another  state  according  to  the  life  here,  as  it  has 
been  one  of  virtue  or  vice ;  that  the  good  will  be  permitted  to 
live  again  (i.  e.  in  another  body  on  the  earth),  and  that  the  wicked 
will  be  consigned  to  an  eternal  prison."  (Antt.  18.  1.  3.)  "  There 
was  a  variety  of  opinions  concerning  the  resurrection,"  says  Bis- 
coe,  "  among  the  Pharisees,  or  traditionary  Jews.  In  this  account 
of  it,  which  resembles  the  heathen  idea  of  transmigration,  Jose 
phus,  as  I  apprehend,  has  given  us  that  which  comes  nearest  to 
his  own  belief,  or  which  he  was  inclined  to  have  the  Greek  phi 
losophers  understand  to  be  his  own.  For  he  is  accused  by  learned 
men,  and  certainly  not  without  reason,  of  sometimes  accommo 
dating  the  Jewish  revelation  to  the  sentiments  of  the  heathen, 
or  bringing  it  as  near  to  what  was  taught  by  them  as  might  be." 

V.  9.  01  ypa/x/xaret?,  K.  r.  A.,  the  scribes  of  the  party  of  the  Phari 
sees  contended,  disputed  violently.  They  appear  as  the  champions 
of  their  party,  because  they  were  the  men  of  learning,  and  ac 
customed  to  such  debates.  —  et  Se  Trvev/xa,  K.  r.  \.,  but  if  a  spirit 

ypoke  to  him,  or  an  angel ;  undoubtedly,  a  designed  apo- 

tfiopesis.  A  significant  gesture  or  look  towards  the  Sadducees 
expressed  what  was  left  unsaid  :  that  is  not  an  impossible  thing, 
tiie  matter  then  assumes  importance,  or  something  to  that  effect. 
See  W.  $  64.  II.  For  other  examples  of  aposiopesis,  see  Luke 
19,  42  and  22,  42.  Some  maintain  that  the  sentence  is  incom 
plete,  because  the  remainder  was  unheard  amid  the  tumult  that 
6ow  ensued.  The  common  text  supplies  p)  ^co/xa^cu^iev  as  the 
apodosis;  but  the  testimonies  require  us  to  reject  that  addition. 
It  was  suggested,  probably,  by  ^eo/xa^ot  in  5,  39. 

V.  10.  /A?)  Stao-Trao-^fl  6  IlaCAos  VTT'  auron/,  lest  Paul  should  be 
oi*Ued  in  pieces  by  them,  as  the  parties  struggled  to  obtain  posses- 
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sion  of  him ;  their  object  being  on  the  one  side  to  protect  him, 
and  on  the  other  to  maltreat  or  kill  him.  —  ro  a-rpdrcv^a,  the  sol 
diery,  some  of  the  troops  stationed  in  the  castle ;  see  v.  27. —  Ob 
serve  the  collateral  re  after  ayeLv,  since  the  rescue  and  the  con 
veyance  to  the  garrison  are  parts  of  the  same  order. 

VERSES  11-15.     A  Conspiracy  of  the  Jews  to  slay  Paul. 

V.  11.  6  Kvpios,  i.  e.  Christ.  —  3-apa-ei,  be  courageous  still.  The 
tense  is  presen.t.  Though  he  had  not  begun  to  despond,  he  was 
on  the  eve  of  trials  which  would  expose  him  to  that  danger.  — 
ILxvAe  in  the  T.  R.,  which  the  E.  V.  retains,  is  to  be  struck  out. 
— eis  cIepov<raA.?}/x  and  efc  'Pto/x^v  involve  an  ellipsis  like  that  noticed 
on  8,  40. — Sei,  is  necessary,  because  such  was  the  purpose  of  God ; 
comp.  27,  24.  Paul  had  long  cherished  a  desire  to  see  Rome 
(19,  21;  Rom.  1,  13)  ;  but  as  far  as  we  know,  he  was  now  as 
sured  for  the  first  time  that  such  was  to  be  his  destiny 

V.  12.  TToojo-aj/res  a-va-rpo^v,  having  formed  a  combination  (Mey. 
Rob.),  which  a-ww^oaiav  in  v.  13  defines  more  precisely.  —  ot  'lov- 
Satoi,  the  Jews,  since  this  party  of  them  manifested  the  Jewish 
spirit;  see  the  last  remark  on  4,  1.  nvesrcov  'lovScuW  is  an  unap- 
proved  reading. 

V.  14.  rots  ap^L€p€vo-L  KOI  rots  Trpeo-jSvrcpois,  the  chief-priests  and 
the  elders,  i.  e.  those  of  these  classes  who  were  hostile  to  Paul, 
the  Sadducee  members  of  the  council  (Mey.  De  Wet).  This 
limitation  suggests  itself  without  remark,  after  the  occurrence 
which  has  just  been  related.  —  dve^e/xario-ajuev  eavrous,  we  cursed 
ourselves.  The  expression  points  to  some  definite  ratification  of 
the  atrocious  oath.  The  reflexive  of  the  third  person  (see  v.  12) 
may  follow  a  subject  of  the  first  or  second  person.  K.  $  303.  8 ; 
B.  $  127.  n.  5. 

V.  15.  crvv  TO>  o-wcSpio),  with  the  Sanhedrim,  i.  e.  in  the  name 
of  that  body,  as  if  it  was  their  united  request.  —  avpiov  has  been 
added  to  the  text  in  some  copies,  because  it  occurs  in  v.  20.  — 
a.Kpi/3e(TT€pov,  more  exactly  than  on  the  former  trial.  —  -rrpo  TOV  eyyto-ai 
O.VTOV,  before  he  has  come  near,  i.  e.  to  the  place  of  assembly.  Their 
plan  was  to  kill  him  on  the  way;  see  v.  21.  —  TOV  di/eAeu/  depends 
on  erc6/Aot  as  a  genitive  construction.  W.  §  44.  4.  —  It  would  be 
difficult  to  credit  the  account  of  such  a  proceeding,  had  Luke 
related  it  of  any  other  people  than  the  Jews.  Here,  as  Lardner 
suggests  (Credibility,  I.  p.  224),  are  more  than  forty  men  who 
enter  into  a  conspiracy  to  take  away  Paul's  life  in  a  clandestine 
manner;  and  they  make  no  scruple  to  declare  it  to  the  council, 
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Belying  upon  their  approbation.  It  is  clearly  implied  that  these 
teachers  of  religion,  these  professed  guardians  of  the  law,  gave 
their  assent  to  the  proposal  ;  they  had  nothing  to  object,  either  to 
so  infamous  a  design,  or  to  the  use  of  such  means  for  accomplish 
ing  it.  But,  out  of  place  as  such  a  passage  would  be  in  any 
other  history,  it  relates  a  transaction  in  perfect  harmony  with  the 
Jewish  opinions  and  practices  of  that  age.  A  single  testimony 
will  illustrate  this.  Philo,  in  speaking  of  the  course  to  be  pur 
sued  towards  a  Jew  who  forsakes  the  worship  of  the  true  God, 
lays  down  the  following  principle  :  "  It  is  highly  proper  that  all 
who  have  a  zeal  for  virtue  should  have  a  right  to  punish  with 
their  own  hands,  without  delay,  those  who  are  guilty  of  this  crime  ; 
not  carrying  them  before  a  court  of  judicature,  or  the  council, 
or,  in  short,  before  any  magistrate  ;  but  they  should  indulge  the 
abhorrence  of  evil,  the  love  of  God,  which  they  entertain,  by 
inflicting  immediate  punishment  on  such  impious  apostates,  re 
garding  themselves  for  the  time  as  all  things,  senators,  judges, 
praetors,  sergeants,  accusers,  witnesses,  the  laws,  the  people  ; 
so  that,  hindered  by  nothing,  they  may  without  fear,  and  with  all 
promptitude,  espouse  the  cause  of  piety."  Josephus  mentions  a 
similar  combination  against  the  life  of  Herod  into  which  a  party 
of  the  Jews  entered  on  account  of  the  religious  innovations  which 
they  charged  him  with  introducing.  (Antt.  15.  8.  1-4.) 

VERSES  16-22.      The  Plot  is  disclosed  to  the  Roman  Commander. 


V.  16.  6  mos  TTJS  ctSeX^?,  the  son  of  his  sister.  Whether  the 
family  of  this  sister  resided  at  Jerusalem,  or  the  nephew  only, 
does  not  appear  from  the  narrative.  His  anxiety  for  the  safety  of 
Paul  may  have  arisen  from  a  stronger  interest  than  that  prompted 
by  their  relationship  to  each  other.  See  the  note  on  9,  30.  He 
was  not  a  bigoted  Jew  at  all  events  ;  for  in  that  case  he  would 
have  allowed  no  tie  of  blood,  no  natural  affection  to  interfere 
with  the  supposed  claims  of  his  religion.  —  eio-eA$tov,  K.  r.  A.,  hav 
ing  entered  into  the  castle,  whence  it  appears  that  his  friends,  as 
afterward  at  Caesarea  (24,  23),  had  free  access  to  him.  Lysias 
may  have  been  the  more  indulgent,  because  he  would  atone  for 
his  fault  in  having  bound  a  Roman  citizen.  —  rr/v  eVe'S/mi/,  the  am 
bush  which  the  Jews  were  preparing. 

V.  18.  6  8«r/Atos  shows  that  Paul  was  still  bound,  i.  e.  by  a 
chain  to  the  arm  of  a  soldier.  —  l\ovra.  n  AaA?yo-ai  croc,  since  he  has 
something  to  say  to  thee  ;  comp.  c^a  yap,  *c.  r.  A.,  in  v.  17. 

V  21.     eveSpeuouo-t,  lie  in  wait,  which  they  were  doing  inasmuch 
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as  their  plot  was  already  so  mature  ;  comp.  eve'Spav  TTOIOWTCS  in  25,  ^ 
—  T«r<rapttKoi/Ta,  SC.  avSpwv,  as  in  V.  13.  —  crot/W  ewri,  SC.  rov  avtXuv 
avrov  ;  COmp.  V.  15.  —  TrpoorSe^o/xevot  r^v  CCTTO  crou  CTrayyeAiav,  awaiting 
the  (expected)  promise  from  thee.  eVayyeXta  has  this  constant 
sense  in  the  New  Testament. 

V.  22.  Note  the  change  to  the  direct  style  in  on  ravra  eve<£avt- 
o-as  TT/DO'S  /x-e.  W.  §  63.  II.  1.  Compare  Luke  5,  14.  The  opposite 
change  occurs  in  v.  24. 

VERSES  23-30.      7%e  ZeWer  of  Lysias  to  Felix. 


V.'  23.  Suo  rims  TOJV  eKarovrap^wv,  some  £z#o  or  Mree  o/"  the  centu 
rions  ;  not  one  or  two  (Hws.),  from  the  nature  of  the  expression 
and  because  less  than  two  would  be  an  inadequate  command 
for  so  large  a  force.  Though  it  is  not  said  expressly,  the  infer 
ence  is  that  these  officers  were  to  take  charge  of  the  expedition, 
as  well  as  prepare  for  it.  rts  joined  with  numerate  renders  them 
indefinite;  comp.  &vo  rtva?  ran/  paJhirw  in  Luke  7,  19.  W.  $  25. 
2.  b  ;  K.  §  303.  4.  —  a-rpanwras,  soldiers,  who,  as  they  are  distin 
guished  from  the  other  two  classes  named,  must  be  the  ordinary, 
heavy-armed  legionaries.  —  Se£ioAo^0ov9  occurs  only  here  and  in 
two  obscure  writers  of  the  iron  age.  "  Its  meaning,"  says  De 
Wette,  "is  a  riddle."  The  proposed  explanations  are  these:  Trapa- 
<j>vXaKes,  military  lictors  who  guarded  prisoners,  so  called  from 
their  taking  the  right-hand  side  (Suid.  Bez.  Kuin.)  ;  lancers  (Vulg. 
E.  V.)  ;  a  species  of  light-armed  troops  (Mey.),  since  they  are 
mentioned  once  in  connection  with  archers  and  peltasts.  Codex 
A  reads  Se&o/JoXov?,  jaculantes  dextra  (Syr.).  See  De  Wette's 
note  here.  —  o,7ro  Tpanfs  &pa<;,from  the  third  hour,  i.  e.  nine  o'clock 
with  us  ;  it  being  implied  that  they  were  to  march  at  that  hour 
as  well  as  be  ready. 

V.  24.  K.rr]vri  re  Trapaorrrja-aL,  and  that  they  should  provide  beasts 
of  burden,  as  two  or  more  would  be  needed  for  relays,  or  for  the 
transportation  of  baggage.  The  discourse  changes  at  this  point 
from  the  direct  to  the  indirect  ;  comp.  on  19,  27.  —  Iva  e7rt/3i/2ao-av- 
r£5,  K.  r.  A..,  that  having  mounted  Paul  (on  one  of  them)  they  might 
convey  him  in  safety  unto  Felix.  Sia  in  the  verb  refers  to  the  in 
termediate  space,  not  to  the  dangers  through  which  they  were  to 
pass  ;  comp.  18,  27  ;  27,  44  ;  1  Pet.  3,  20.  —  Felix  was  the  procu 
rator  of  Judea,  having  received  this  office  from  the  Emperor 
Claudius,  probably  in  the  autumn  of  A.  D.  52  (Win.  Ang.  Mey.). 
He  was  originally  a  slave,  was  a  man  of  energy  and  talents,  but 
avaricious,  cruel,  and  licentious.  Tacitus  (Hist.  5.  9)  has  drawn 
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his  character  in  a  single  line:  "Per  omneni  saevitiam  ac  libidinem 
jus  reginm  servili  ingenio  exercuit."     See  further,  on  24,  3.  24. 

V.  25.  ypai/^as  belongs  to  the  subject  of  elTrev  in  v.  23.  —  Treptt- 
Xovarav  TOV  TVTTOV  TOVTOV,  containing  this  outline,  draught,  i.  e.  a  let 
ter  to  this  effect.  The  Roman  law  required  that  a  subordinate 
officer,  in  sending  a  prisoner  to  the  proper  magistrate  for  trial, 
should  draw  up  a  written  statement  of  the  case.  The  technical 
name  of  such  a  communication  was  elogium. 

V.  26.     Kparicrro)  is  an  honorary  epithet;  see  on  1,  1.  — 
stands  in  the   New   Testament   for  the   more  specific  cmr 
(comp.  Matt.  27,  2).  —  ^cupeii/.     Compare  the  last  remark  on  15, 
23. 

V.  27.  TOV  avopa  is  the  object  of  e£e<Ao'/A7?i/,  which  avrov  repeats 
on  account  of  the  distance  of  the  noun  from  the  verb ;  comp. 
TOUTWV  in  1,  22. — /xe'AAovra  di/atp etcr^ai,  on  the  point  of  being  killed; 
not  should  have  been  (E.  V.).  —  a-vv  TU>  crrparev/xart,  with  the  military 
(see  v.  10).  —  (j.aSuv  OTL  'Pco/mios  eo-rt,  having  learned  that  he  is  a 
Roman,  which  is  stated  as  a  reason  why  Lysias  was  so  prompt 
to  rescue  him.  It  was  not  until  after  he  had  taken  Paul  into  his 
custody  that  he  ascertained  his  rank  ;  but,  as  was  not  unnatural, 
he  wished  to  gain  as  much  credit  as  possible  in  the  eyes  of  his 
superior.  This  deviation  from  truth,  says  Meyer,  testifies  to  the 
genuineness  of  the  letter.  Some  resolve  /xa^cm/  into  KCU  e/Aa^ov, 
as  if  he  learned  the  fact  that  Paul  was  a  •Roman  citizen  after  his 
apprehension.  The  Greek  of  the  New  Testament  affords  no  in 
stance  of  such  a  Use  of  the  participle.  See  W.  $  46.  2.  Luke 
with  his  inquisitive  habits  (see  his  Gospel  1,1)  would  find  an 
opportunity  to  copy  the  letter  during  his  abode  of  two  years  at 
Cscsarea. 

V.  28.  j3ovX6/jicvo<s,  K.  r.  A..,  Wishing  to  know  or  ascertain  (yyaWi 
and  cTrtypuWt  are  both  found)  the  crime  (not  charge),  of  which  at 
this  stage  of  the  affair  Paul  was  supposed  to  be  guilty.  The 
weaker  sense  of  alrtav  (Hws.)  makes  eve/caAow  repetitious. — oC 
ty,  K.  T.  A.,  on  account  of  which  they  were  accusing  him,  not  formally, 
but  by  their  continued  outcry,  as  Luke  has  related.  —  Kar-qyayov 
avrov,  I  brought  him  down  in  person,  as  he  must  be  present  to 
gain  the  desired  information ;  see  on  22,  30. 

V.  29.  Trept  ^rjTTrjfjuiToiv  TOV  v6[j,ov  aurcoi/,  concerning  questions  of 
their  law.  See  the  note  on  18,  15.  —  As  ^avdrov  and  Sca-^v  de 
noted  the  highest  and  lowest  penalties  of  the  law,  the  idea  is 
that  Paul  had  no  crime  alleged  against  him  that  required  his 
detention  or  punishment  (Bottg.).  Every  Roman  magistrate  be"- 
fore  whom  the  apostle  is  brought  declares  him  innocent. 
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V.  30.  The  writer  falls  out  of  his  construction  here.  He  says 
ju.7^'v^etcrr/?  at  the  beginning  of  the  sentence,  as  if  he  would  have 
added  -nys  /zeXXouo-?;?  ;  but  in  the  progress  of  the  thought  adds 
jixeXXeiv,  as  if  he  had  commenced  with  /jLrjvva-dvrwv  ....  firLpovXrjv, 
K.  r.  X.  The  idea  of  the  thing  disclosed  gives  place  to  that  of  the 
persons  who  disclose  it.  W.  §  63.  I.  —  VTTO  ro>v  'Iou&u'u>y  after 
&u  the  recent  editors  omit  (Tsch.  De  Wet.  Mey.).  — 
sent  ;  since  the  future  act  would  be  past  on  the  reception  of  the 
letter  (comp.  Phil.  2,  28;  Philem.  11).  W.  §  41.  5.  2.  —  CT-I  o-ov, 
before  t/iee. 


VERSES  31-35.     Paulis  sent  to  Felix  at  Ccesarea. 


V.  31.  a.va\a/36vT€<s,  having  taken  up,  answers  to  cT 
in  v.  24.  —  Sia  1-779  WKTO'S,  during  the  night,  which  would  include  the 
hours  from  nine  o'clock,  P.  M.  (v.  23)  to  six,  A.  M.  —  ets  rty  'Aw 
TrarptSa,  unto  Antipatris,  which  was  about  thirty-  eight  miles  from 
Jerusalem,  on  the  route  to  Cassarea.  It  was  built  by  Herod  the 
Great,  on  the  site  of  a  place  called  Caphar  Saba,  and  was  named 
by  him  Antipatris,  in  honor  of  his  father  Antipater.  See  Jos. 
Antt.  16.  5.  2;  Bell.  Jud.  1.  21.  9.  The  modern  Kefr  Saba,  about 
ten  miles  from  Lud,  the  ancient  Lydda,  stands  no  doubt  on  the 
same  spot.1  It  is  an  instance,  like  Ptolemais  (21,  7),  in  which  the 
original  name  regained  its  sway,  on  the  decline  of  the  power 
which  imposed  the  foreign  name.  The  Romans  had  two  military 
roads  from  Jerusalem  to  Antipatris  ;  a  more  southerly  one  by  the 
way  of  Gibeon  and  Beth-horon,  and  a  more  northerly  one  by 
way  of  Gophna.  Bibl.  Res.  II.  p.  138.  If  Paul's  escort  took 
the  latter  as  the  more  direct  course,  they  would  arrive  at  Gophna 
about  midnight,  and  at  day  -break  would  reach  the  last  line  of 
hills  which  overlooked  the  plain  of  Sharon.  Antipatris  lay  on  a 
slight  eminence,  at  a  little  distance  from  the  base  of  these  hills. 
To  perform  this  journey  in  the  time  allowed,  would  require  them 

1  See  the  account  of  a  visit  to  Kefr  Saba  by  the  late  Dr.  Smith,  in  the  Biblio- 
theca  Sacra,  1843,  p.  478  sq.  "It  is  a  Muslim  village,  of  considerable  size,  and 
wholly  like  the  most  common  villages  of  the  plain,  being  built  entirely  of  muu. 
We  saw  but  one  stone  building,  which  was  apparently  a  mosque,  but  without  a 
minaret.  No  old  ruins,  nor  the  least  relic  of  antiquity,  did  we  anywhere  discover. 
A  well  by  which  we  stopped,  a  few  rods  east  of  the  houses,  exhibits  more  signs 
of  careful  workmanship  than  anything  else.  It  is  walled  with  hewn  stone,  and  is 
fifty-seven  feet  deep  to  the  water.  The  village  stands  upon  a  slight  circular  emi 
nence,  near  the  western  hills,  from  which  it  is  actually  separated,  however,  by  a 
branch  of  the  plain."  Raumer  (Palastina,  p.  132,  3d  ed.)  and  Ritter  (Erdkunde, 
XVI.  p.  571)  suppose  Antipatris  to  have  been  at  this  place. 
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to  proceed  at  the  rate  of  about  four  miles  an  hour.  As  those  who 
conducted  Paul  had  a  good  road  (traces  of  the  old  Roman  pave 
ment  are  still  visible),  they  could  accomplish  a  forced  march  of 
that  extent,  in  nine  hours.  Strabo  says  that  an  army,  under  or 
dinary  circumstances,  could  inarch  from  two  hundred  and  fifty  to 
three  hundred  stadia  in  a  day,  i.  e.  an  average  of  about  thirty 
miles.  Forbiger  (Handb.  der  Gcog.  p.  551)  gives  a  table  of  the 
various  distances  of  a  day's  journey  among  the  ancients.  Some 
understand  rjyayov  3ta  r^s  VUKTOS  to  mean  that  they  brought  him  by 
night,  in  distinction  from  the  day ;  in  which  case  they  could  have 
occupied  two  nights  on  the  road.  It  is  suggested  that  the  escort 
may  have  proceeded  to  Nicopolis  the  first  night,  which  was 
twenty-two  Roman  miles  from  Jerusalem,  and,  remaining  there 
the  next  day,  have  arrived  at  Antipatris  the  night  following.  Bis- 
coe,  Meyer,1  Kuinoel,  and  others,  adopt  this  opinion.  In  this  case 
rrj  cVavpioi/  in  v.  32  must  denote  the  morrow  after  the  arrival  at 
Antipatris  on  the  second  night,  instead  of  the  morrow  after  leav 
ing  Jerusalem,  as  the  text  would  more  obviously  suggest.  If  it 
be  thought  necessary,  we  may  consider  &A  T?/?  W/CTOS  as  applying 
only  to  the  greater  part  of  the  journey.  It  would  be  correct  to 
speak  of  the  journey,  in  general  terms,  as  a  journey  by  night, 
although  it  occupied  two  or  three  hours  of  the  following  day. 
This  view,  which  Winer  maintains  (Realw.  I.  p.  65),  allows  us 
to  assign  twelve  hours  to  the  march,  and  the  rate  of  travelling 
would  then  be  a  little  more  than  three  miles  the  hour. 

V.  32.  e'ao-avres,  K.  T.  X.  The  remaining  distance  to  Caesarea 
was  not  more  than  twenty-five  miles.  They  were  now  so  far 
from  the  scene  of  danger  that  they  could  with  safety  reduce  the 
escort.  Whether  they  had  orders  to  do  this  or  acted  on  their 
own  discretion,  we  are  not  told.  They  commenced  their  return 
to  Jerusalem  on  the  morrow,  but  after  so  hurried  a  march  would 
travel  leisurely,  and  may  have  occupied  two  days  on  the  way. 

V.  34.  6  -fjyffjiw  appears  in  the  common  text,  without  sufficient 
reason  —  eVepon-rjo-as,  K.  T.  A.,  having  asked  from  what  province  he  is 
He  makes  the  inquiry,  perhaps,  because  the  letter  stated  that 
Paul  was  a  Roman  citizen. 

V.  35.  SiaKouo-o^ai  o-ou,  1  will  hear  the  e  fully.  Observe  the  com 
pound.  The  expression  exhibits  a  singular  conformity  to  the 
processes  of  Roman  law.  The  rule  was,  Qai  cum  elogio  (see  on 


1  J.  A.  G.  Meyer  in  his  Versuch  einer  Vertlieidigunjr  und  Erlauterung  der 
Geschiohte  Jesu  und  der  Apostel  aus  Gricchischcn  und  liomischeu  Profunscriben- 
ten  (p.  461). 
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v.  25)  mittunturt  ex  integro  audiendi  sunt.  The  governor  of  a 
province  was  not  to  give  implicit  credit  to  the  document  with 
which  a  prisoner  was  sent  to  him;  he  must  institute  an  independ 
ent  examination  of  the  case  for  himself.  See  Bottger,  Beitrage, 
11.  s.  w.,  II.  p.  8.  —  ili/  Tio  TrpaiTwpto)  TOV  'Hpa>8ov,  in  the  prcetorium  of 
Herod,  i.  e.  in  the  palace  built  by  him  at  Caesarea,  and  now  occu 
pied  as  the  residence  of  the  Roman  procurators.  Paul  was  con 
fined  in  some  apartment  of  this  edifice,  or  within  its  precincts. 
See  Win.  Realw.  II  p.  324. 


CHAPTER   XXIY. 

VERSES   1-9.     Tertullus  accuses  Paul  before  Felix. 

V.  1.  As  to  Ananias,  see  on  23,  2. — /aera  Se  TreVre  ^/xepas,  Now 
after  five  days,  i.  e.  in  popular  usage,  on  the  fifth  since  Paul's  de 
parture  from  Jerusalem  (Kuin.  Mey.  De  Wet.)  ;  not  since  his 
capture  there,  or  since  his  arrival  at  Csesarea.  The  escape  from 
the  Jewish  conspiracy  is  nearest  to  the  mind  here  after  what  has 
been  related ;  and  further,  according  to  Roman  usage,  a  case  re 
ferred  like  this  should  be  tried  on  the  third  day,  or  as  soon  after 
that  as  might  be  possible  (comp.  25,  17).  See  Bottger,  II.  p.  9. 
The  reckoning  in  v.  11  admits  of  this  decision.  —  /xera  ran/  Trpeo-- 
/3vT€peuv,  u'ith  the  elders,  i.  e.  the  Sanhedrists,  represented  by  some 
of  their  number,  nvw  is  a  gloss.  —  pr/ropos  TcprvXXov.  As  the 
people  in  the  provinces  were  not  acquainted  with  the  forms  of 
Roman  law,  they  employed  advocates  to  plead  for  them  before 
the  public  tribunals.  Tertullus  was  one  of  this  class  of  men,  and 
may  have  been  a  Roman  or  a  Greek.  It  is  not  certain,  that  "the 
proceedings  before  Felix  were  conducted  in  Latin.  In  ancient 
times  the  Romans  had  attempted  to  enforce  the  use  of  Latin  in 
all  law  courts,  but  the  experiment  failed.  Under  the  Emperors 
trials  were  permitted  in  Greek,  even  in  Rome  itself,  as  well  in 
the  senate  as  in  the  forum,  and  it  is  unlikely  that  greater  strict 
ness  should  have  been  observed  in  a  distant  province."  Lewin, 
II.  p.  684.  —  evc<j>dvurav,  K.  T.  A..,  informed  the  governor  against  Paul, 
lodged  their  complaint.  "  The  beginning  of  any  judicial  action," 
says  Geib,  "  consisted  in  the  formal  declaration  on  the  part  of  the 
accuser,  that  he  wished  to  prosecute  a  particular  person  on  ac 
count  of  a  certain  crime."  J 

1  Geschichte  des  Romischen  Criminal-processes,  p.  115. 
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V.  2.  K\rj9evTos  O.VTOV,  he  having  been  called,  after  information  of 
the  case  had  been  given  (o'e</>dVio-ai/),  but  before  the  charges 
against  him  were  produced.  The  Roman  law  secured  that 
privilege  to  the  ^cused  ;  see  25,  16.  Nothing  could  be  more 
unstudied  than  this  conformity  to  the  judicial  rule.  —  fjp&To 
Kar?/yopetV,  proceeded  to  accuse.  Tertullus  insisted  on  three 
charges  ;  viz.  sedition  (KIVOWTO,  aracriv),  heresy  (TrpwrooTa-n/j/  TOJV 
Na£i>pa<W),  and  profanation  of  the  temple  (09  /cat,  K.  r.  X.) ;  see 
on  v.  5.  6. 

V.  3.  In  this  verse  the  participial  clause  forms  the  object  of 
c^a  ;  COinp.  cu^aptoro!)  rw  $eu>  TraVrouv  {y/<u>v  yiiaAAov  yX-wa-crcus 
in  1  Cor.  14,  18.  W.  $46.  1.  a.  Translate,  Tkat  we  enjoy 
much  peace  through  thee,  and  (the  benefit  of)  many  (sc.  TroAAav) 
excellent  deeds  j)erformed  for  this  nation  by  thy  prudence,  ice  ac- 
knoivledge,  with  all  gratitude.  Most  critics  transfer  the  idea  of 
7roAA>}s  to  Karop^w/xaTcov  (De  Wet.  Mey.  Rob.),  which  term  refers 
to  the  general  measures  of  his  administration.  The  speaker 
employs  the  first  person  plural,  because  he  identifies  himself  with 
his  clients. — 7rdvTr]  re  Kal  Travra^ov  some  join  with  yivo/AeVwv :  both 
in  every  ivay  and  everywhere  (Rob.)  ;  others  with  aTroSe^o/xe^a,  and 
render,  both  always  and  everywhere ;  not  merely  now  and  here 
(De  Wet.  Mey.).  The  first  is  the  surer  sense  of  iravrt].  The 
best  editors  write  this  word  without  iota  subscript.  W.  $  5.  4.  e. 

—  The  language  of  Tertullus  is  that  of  gross  flattery.     History 
ascribes  to  Felix  a  very  different  character.     Both  Josephus  and 
Tacitus  represent  him  as  one  of  the  most  corrupt  and  oppressive 
rulers  ever  sent  by  the  Romans  into  Judea.     He  deserved  some 
praise  for  the  vigor  with  which  he  suppressed  the  bands  of  rob 
bers  by  which  the  country  had  been  infested.     The  compliment 
had  that  basis,  but  no  more. 

V.  4.  Iva  .  .  .  .  eyKOTrro),  But  that  I  may  not  kinder,  weaiy,  thee  too 
much,  I  will  be  brief,  i.  e.  in  what  he  proposes  to  advance.  eVi 
TrAeiov  refers,  not  to  the  few  words  of  his  preamble  (Mey.),  as  if 
that  was  beginning  to  be  tedious,  but  to  his  subsequent  plea. — 
a.Kovo-a.t  ?}/xo>v  O-UJ/TO/ACOS,  to  hear  us  briefly,  where  the  adverb  qualifies 
the  verb.  It  is  unnecessary  to  supply  Ae^ovrwv  after  ^/xSv. 

V.  5.  The  sentence  is  irregular.  We  should  have  expected 
eKpaT?/cra/x£v  avroV  at  the  beginning  of  the  apodosis  ;  but  instead  of 
that  the  writer  says  ov  KO.I,  influenced  apparently  by  os  KUI'  in  the 
clause  which  precedes.  W.  HO.  2.  —  yap,  namely:  the  case  is 
as  follows  (comp.  1,  20).  —  Aot/tov,  pest,  like  our  use  of  the  word. 

—  KivowTa.  ....  'Iou8auK5,  exciting  disturbance  unto  all  the  Jews,  i.  e. 
among  them  and  to  their  detriment.     The  latter  idea  occasions 
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the  use  of  the  dative.  The  charge  is,  that  he  set  the  Jews  at 
variance  with  one  another ;  not  that  he  excited  them  to  rebel 
against  the  Romans.  —  Na£u>/oaiW  occurs  here  only  as  a  term  of 
reproach  (Olsh.) ;  see  on  2,  22. 

V.  6.  os  ....  /fc/fyXaMrcu,  who  also  attempted,  etc.  See  21,  28. 
—  The  entire  passage  KCU  Kara  ....  eVt  o-e  (v.  6-8)  is  of  doubtful 
authority.  It  is  rejected  by  Griesbach,  Bengel,  Mill,  Lachmann, 
Tischendorf,  De  Wette,  and  others.  Manuscripts  of  the  first 
class  omit  the  words,  and  others  contain  them  with  different  vari 
ations.  "  If  they  are  genuine,"  says  Meyer,  "  it  is  difficult  to  see 
why  any  one  should  have  left  them  out ;  for  Kara  TOV  ^/xe'repov 
vgfjiov  -r}$€\rjo-a[ji€v  Kpwtw  would  be  no  more  offensive  in  the  mouth 
of  the  advocate  who  speaks  in  the  name  of  his  client,  than  the 
preceding  eKpariya-a/zev.  The  indirect  complaint  against  Lysias  in 
v.  7  was  entirely  natural  to  the  relation  of  the  Jews  to  this  tri 
bune,  who  had  twice  protected  Paul  against  them."  It  is  urged 
for  the  words  that  their  insertion  answers  no  apparent  object,  and 
that  they  may  have  been  dropped  accidentally  (Wdsth.).  —  ^#eX- 
ij<m/i,ev,  K.  T.  A..,  we  wished  to  Judge,  etc.  We  obtain  a  very  differ 
ent  view  of  their  design  from  21,31;  26,  21. 

V.  7.  In  /zero,  TroXX^s  /Jta?,  with  much  violence.  Tertullus  mis 
states  the  fact.  The  Jews  released  Paul  without  any  struggle, 
on  the  appearance  of  Lysias  ;  see  21,  32.  —  eVt  o-e,  before  thee. 

V.  8.  Trap  ov  would  refer  to  Paul,  if  we  exclude  the  uncertain 
text  which  precedes ;  but  more  naturally  to  Lysias,  if  we  re 
tain  it  (comp.  v.  22).  —  di/a/c/atVas  may  be  used  of  any  judicial 
examination.  It  is  impossible  to  think  here  of  a  trial  by  tor 
ture,  since  both  Paul  and  Lysias  were  exempt  from  it  in 
virtue  of  their  rank  as  Roman  citizens.  It  was  illegal  at  all 
events  to  have  recourse  to  this  measure.  See  Howson's  note, 
II.  p.  322. 

V.  9.  <Twe7re'$evTo,  K.  r.  X.,  And  the  Jeivs  also  assailed  him  at  the 
same  time,  viz.  by  asserting  that  the  charges  were  true.  This  is 
a  better  reading  than  o-we^evro,  assented,  agreed,  though  we  have 
that  word  in  23,  20. 

VERSES   10-23.     Pauls  Defence  before  Felix. 

V.  10.  IK  TroXXojv  crtov,  since  many  years.  As  Felix  became 
procurator  probably  in  A.  D.  52  (see  on  v.  24),  he  had  been  in 
office  six  or  seven  years,  which  was  comparatively  a  long  time, 
at  this  period  when  the  provincial  magistrates  were  changed  so 
rapidly.  Some  of  them  exceeded  that  term  of  service,  but  a 
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greater  number  of  them  fell  short  of  it.  Before  his  own  appoint 
ment  as  procurator,  he  had  also  governed  Samaria  for  some  years, 
under  Cumanus,  his  predecessor.  See  Hertz.  Encycl.  IV.  p.  354. 
—  Z9v€i  depends  on  Kpirrjv  as  dat.  comm.,  judge  for  tkis  nation, 
since  the  relation  existed  ideally  for  their  benefit.  B.  $  133.  2.  h ; 
W.  $  3 1 .  2.  Paul  avoids  the  usual  Aao's  and  says  l#vos,  because 
he  is  speaking  to  a  foreigner  ;  see,  also,  v.  17.  —  cftSv/Aor^w,  more 
cheerfully  (T.  R.) ;  or  cvSvfuas,  cheerfully  (Tsch.)  ;  the  former  more 
correct  since  the  comparative  as  less  obvious  was  liable  to  be  dis 
placed. 

V.  11.  $ava[ji€vov  aov  yvwvat,  since  you  are  able  to  know,  i.  e.  by 
inquiry;  or,  tTnyvuvai.  (Tsch.),  to  ascertain.  Paul  adds  this  as  an 
other  reason  why  he  was  encouraged  to  reply.  The  subject  lay 
within  a  narrow  compass.  Felix  could  easily  ascertain  how  the 
prisoner  had  been  employed  during  the  time  in  which  he  was 
said  to  have  committed  the  crimes  laid  to  his  charge.  —  The  com 
mon  text  inserts  r)  before  Se/caSu'o,  which  the  later  editions  omit. 
See  on  4,  22.  The  best  mode  of  reckoning  the  twelve  days  is  the 
following  :  First,  the  day  of  the  arrival  at  Jerusalem  (21,  17)  ; 
second,  the  interview  with  James  (21,  18)  ;  third,  the  assumption 
of  the  vow  (21,  26) ;  fourth,  fifth,  sixth,  and  seventh,  the  vow 
continued,  which  was  to  have  been  kept  seven  days  (being  inter 
rupted  on  the  fifth) ;  eighth,  Paul  before  the  Sanhedrim  (22,  30 ; 
23,  1-10) ;  ninth,  the  plot  of  the  Jews  and  the  journey  by  night 
to  Antipatris  (23,  12.  31)  ;  tenth,  eleventh,  twelfth,  and  thirteenth, 
the  days  at  Cscsarea  (24,  1),  on  the  last  of  which  the  trial  was 
then  taking  place.  The  number  of  complete  days,  therefore, 
would  be  twelve ;  the  day  in  progress  at  the  time  of  speaking 
not  being  counted.  The  five  days  mentioned  in  v.  1  above  agree 
with  this  computation,  if,  as  suggested  there,  we  reckon  the  day 
of  leaving  Jerusalem  as  the  first  of  the  five,  and  that  of  the  arriv 
al  at  Caesarea  as  the  last.  So  essentially  Wetstein,  Anger,  Meyer, 
De  Wette,  and  others.  Some,  as  Kuinoel,  Olshausen,  would  ex 
clude  the  days  spent  at  Csesarea,  and  extend  the  time  assigned 
to  the  continuation  of  the  vow.  But  eto-t  pot  (note  the  tense) 
evidently  represents  the  days  as  reaching  up  to  the  present  time. 
According  to  Wieseler's  hypothesis,  that  Paul  was  apprehended 
on  the  second  day  of  the  vow,  the  at  eTrra,  ^/xe'pat  in  21,  27  form  no 
part  of  the  series.  He  distributes  the  time  as  follows  :  t\vo  days 
on  the  journey  from  Caesarea  to  Jerusalem  (21,  15) ;  third,  inter 
view  with  James ;  fourth  (Trevrr/Koo-rrj),  seizure  of  Paul  in  the 
temple ;  fifth,  the  session  of  the  Sanhedrim ;  sixth,  the  departure 
by  night  to  Caesarea';  seventh,  the  arrival  at  Caesarea;  twelfth 
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(five  days  after  that),  the  journey  of  Ananias  from  Jerusalem 
(24,  1);  and  thirteenth,  his  arrival  at  CaBsarea,  and  the  trial  of 
Paul.  —  d<£'  rjs  is  abbreviated  for  0.71-6  rJJs  ^/xepas  17?.  —  Trpoa-Kwr/o-wv, 
in  order  to  worship,  i.  e.  in  the  temple ;  which  was  an  object  en 
tirely  different  from  that  imputed  to  him.  For  this  use  of  the 
future  participle,  see  B.  $  144.  3. 

V.  12.  The  grammatical  analysis  here  requires  attention.  The 
first  ovre  extends  to  o^Xot,  and  fj,  or  (not  nor),  connects  merely  the 
participial  clauses,  not  cvpoi/  expressed  with  that  verb  repeated. 
Before  the  second  and  third  o^re  we  are  to  insert  again  evpov  .... 
oxXov ;  so  that  both  acts,  the  having  disputed  and  the  having  ex 
cited  a  tumult,  are  denied  with  reference  to  the  temple,  the  syna 
gogues,  and  the  city.  —  The  8iaXeyo/x,evov  was  not  in  itself  censur 
able,  but  in  this  instance  he  could  urge  that  he  had  not  even  had 
any  religious  discussion  during  the  few  days  in  question.  —  ev  rats 
o-waywyous,  in  the  synagogues  at  Jerusalem,  where  they  were  nu 
merous  ;  see  on  6,  9.  —  Kara  rrjv  Tro'Xii/,  throughout  the  city,  up  and 
down  the  streets  (Alf.) ;  not  excluding  StaXeyo/zevoi/,  but  refering 
especially  to  e7ricn;crra(nv. 

V.  14.  Having  replied  to  what  was  falsely  alleged,  he  states 
now  (Se  adversative)  what  was  true  in  the  case.  —  on  Kara  T?)V  68w, 
K.  T.  X.,  that  according  to  (those  of)  the  ivay  (9,  2 ;  19,  9,  etc.)  which 
(not  in  which)  they  call  a  sect  (cupecnv,  with  a  shade  of  reproach) 
so  (i.  e.  after  their  mode)  /  worship,  etc.  This  appears  to  me 
more  simple  than  to  make  ourw  prospective  :  so,  viz.  by  believing  all 
things,  etc.  (Mey.  De  Wet).  —  Kara  rov  vo/xov,  throughout  the  law, 
in  all  the  books  of  Moses;  see  on  13,  15. 

V.  15.  eXTriSa  ....  $cdv,  having  a  hope  in  reference  to  God,  i.  e. 
founded  on  him,  since  his  word  and  his  promise  furnish  the  only 
basis  of  such  a  hope.  —  rjv  KOL,  K,  T.  X.,  which  also  these  themselves 
entertain,  that  it  is  appointed  there  shall  be  (see  on  10,  28)  a  resur 
rection  of  the  dead,  etc.  avrol  ourot  are  the  Jews  present,  viewed 
as  representatives  of  the  nation.  Hence  most  of  his  accusers 
here  were  Pharisees,  and  the  breach  between  them  and  the 
Sadducees  (23,  7)  had  been  speedily  repaired.  vtKp&v  in  T.  R. 
lacks  the  requisite  support  (Lchm.  Tsch.). — &/ccuW  re  KOL  dStKw, 
not  only  of  the  just  (those  accepted  as  such  by  faith),  but  of  the 
unjust.  The  resurrection  of  the  wicked  in  order  to  be  punished 
is  as  clearly  taught  here,  as  that  of  the  righteous  to  be  rewarded. 
The  apostle  represents  this  hope  as  the  prevalent  Jewish  faith. 
Comp.  26,  7.  "  The  Sadducees,"  says  Biscoe,  (p.  68)  "were  so  few 
in  number,  that  they  were  not  worthy  of  his  notice  by  way  of  ex 
ception.  Josephus  expressly  tells  us,  '  that  they  were  a  few  men 
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only  of  the  chief  of  the  nation'  (Antt.  18.  ?.  4)  ;  that  they  pre 
vailed  only  with  the  rich  to  embrace  their  sentiments,  and  that 
the  common  people  were  all  on  the  side  of  the  Pharisees  (Ib.  13. 
10.  6)." 

V.  16.  eV  rovro),  therefore  (comp.  John  1C,  30),  i.  e.  in  anticipa 
tion  of  such  a  day.  —  Kal  auros,  also  I  myself,  as  well  as  others 
who  exemplify  the  proper  effect  of  this  doctrine.  It  is  impossi 
ble,  the  apostle  would  argue,  that  he  should  entertain  such  a  per 
suasion,  and  yet  be  guilty  of  the  crimes  imputed  to  him.  —  do-Kw, 
/  strive,  exert  myself.  —  UTT/JOO-KOTTOI/,  blameless,  lit.  not  made  to 
stumble,  preserved  from  it,  and  hence  unoffended.  The  term  is 
passive  here,  as  in  Phil.  1,  10,  but  active  in  1  Cor.  10,  32. 

V.  17.  The  defence  here  (8e  metabatic)  goes  back  to  the  spe 
cification  in  v.  6.  —  Si'  ero)j/  7rXci6v<t>v,  after  several  years,  i.  e.  of  ab 
sence.  It  was  now  A.  D.  58  or  59.  He  had  made  his  last  visit 
to  Jerusalem  in  the  year  A.  D.  54  or  55.  —  eAoy/xoo-wa?  Troirjo-w,  in 
order  to  bring  alms  which  he  had  collected  in  the  churches  of 
Macedonia  and  Achaia,  for  the  relief  of  the  believers  at  Jerusa 
lem  ;  see  Pvom.  15,  25.  26;  1  Cor.  16,  1-4;  2  Cor.  8,  1-4.  This 
allusion  is  very  abrupt.  It  is  the  first  and  only  intimation  con 
tained  in  the  Acts,  that  Paul  had  been  taking  up  contributions  on 
so  extensive  a  plan.  The  manner  in  which  the  Epistles  supply 
this  deficiency,  as  Paley  has  shown,  furnishes  an  incontestable 
proof  of  the  credibility  of  the  New  Testament  writers.  —  Trpocr- 
<f>opd<s  depends  loosely  on  TrotTJcrcov  :  and  while  there  I  was  making 
or  would  have  made,  offerings ;  which  after  the  information  in 
21,  26  we  naturally  understand  of  those  that  he  engaged  to  bring 
in  behalf  of  the  Nazarites.  They  are  not  the  oblations  which 
were  made  during  the  feast  of  Pentecost ;  since  no  connection 
would  exist  then  between  7r/>oo-</>opa<j  and  the  purification  spoken 
of  in  the  next  verse. 

V.  18.  eV  ols,  in  which,  the  business  of  the  offerings.  For  this 
use  of  the  pronoun,  comp.  26,  12.  —  tvpov  .  .  .  .  cv  ru>  ie/au>,  they,  sc. 
the  Jews,  found  me  purified  as  a  Nazaritc  in  the  temple,  T/yi/Mryxe- 
vov  must  have  this  sense  here,  since  it  points  back  so  evidently 
to  21,  24.  26.  —  ov  //.era  o^Xov,  not  with  a  mob,  as  Tertullus  had 
given  out  (v.  5),  but  conducting  himself  altogether  peaceably. — 
He  now  retorts  this  charge  of  a  riot  upon  the  true  authors  of  it. 
TIVCS  8e  (XTTO  TT/S  'Ao-tas  'lovSauu,  but  certain  Jews  from  Asia  —  it  is  they 
who  excited  a  tumult,  not  I.  The  verb  could  be  omitted  (a  true 
picture  of  the  speaker's  earnestness)  because  it  suggests  itself 
so  readily  from  Sopvfiov,  and  because  the  details  of  the  affair  have 
been  related  at  such  length  (21,  27).  The  common  text  omits  8e 

49 


380  COMMENTARY.  CHAP.  XXIV,  19-22. 

I 

and  makes  Tire's  the  subject  of  evpov.  This  is  incorrect,  as  Se  must 
be  retained.  Our  English  translation  is  founded  on  the  omission 
of  this  particle. 

V.  19.  ovs  eS<-i,  ichom  it  became  to  be  present;  imperfect  because 
they  should  have  been  there  already  (comp.  Ka^Kev  in  22,  22). 
The  instigators  of  the  riot  were  the  persons  to  testify  how  it 
arose.  —  d  n  e^oiev,  if  they  might  have  anything ;  a  possibility 
purely  subjective,  and  hence  optative. 

V.  20.  77  avrot  OVTOL,  or  (since  the  proper  witnesses  are  not 
here)  let  these  themselves  (see  v.  1.  15)  say  what  crime  they  found. 
With  €i  in  the  T.  R.  we  must  read  if  they  found  any,  etc.  (E.  V.); 
but  ei  is  unauthorized. 

V.  21.  •»)  Trepi  ytuas  ravrrys  <£COVT/S,  No  other  offence  than  (that)  con 
cerning  this  one  expression.  The  sentence  is  framed  as  if  ri  aAAo 
dSi/07/Aa  had  preceded  (Mey.  De  Wet).  The  Sadducees  might 
object  to  his  avowal  of  a  belief  in  the  resurrection,  but  the  rest 
of  his  countrymen  would  esteem  that  a  merit  and  not  a  crime. — 
175  e/<pa£a,  which  I  cried ;  an  attracted  genitive,  instead  of  the  ac 
cusative,  which  this  verb  would  properly  take  as  having  a  kin 
dred  sense.  In  Matt  27,  50,  and  Mark  1,  26,  <f><avy  after  the  same 
verb  denotes  the  instrument  of  speech,  not,  as  here,  what  was 
spoken.  See  W.  $  24.  1. 

V.  22.  aimn>s,  them,  viz.  both  parties  like  v/xas  just  below.— 
aKpi/3eorT€pov  etSojs  ra  Trepi  TT/S  6Sov,  knowing  the  things  in  regard  to 
the  ivay  (the  Christian  sect)  more  accurately,  i.  e.  than  to  give  a 
decision  against  Paul  (comp.  25,  10),  or  than  the  complaint  against 
him  had  taken  for  granted.  "  Since  Felix,"  says  Meyer,  "  had 
•been  already  procurator  more  than  six  years,  and  Christianity  had 
spread  itself,  not  only  in  all  parts  of  Judea,  but  in  Cassarea  itself, 
it  is  natural  that  he  should  have  had  a  more  correct  knowledge 
•of  this  religion  than  the  Sanhedrists  on  this  occasion  had  sought 
to  give  him ;  hence  he  did  not  condemn  the  accused,  but  left  the 
matter  in  suspense."  Other  explanations  of  the  comparative  are 
the  following  :  knowing  the  case  more  accurately,  i.  e.  as  the  result 
of  the  present  trial  (which  would  have  been  a  reason  for  decid 
ing  it,  instead  of  deferring  it)  ;  knowing  it  more  accurately  than  to 
postpone  it,  i.  e.  (a  remark  of  Luke)  Felix  should  have  acquitted 
Paul  at  once  (which  brings  a  severe(  reflection  on  his  conduct 
into  too  close  connection  with  the  account  of  his  lenity  in  the 
next  verse) ;  and,  finally,  knowing  the  case  more  exactly,  i.  e. 
(joined  with  what  follows)  when  I  thus  know  it,  after  hearing 
the  testimony  of  Lysia?,  judgment  shall  be  given.  This  last 
sense  is  out  of  the  question,  because  it  disregards  utterly  the 
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order  of  the  words,  as  well  as  the  proper  meaning  of  Suxyvwo-o/Acu, 
/  will  know  fully,  not  will  decide. 

V.  23.  The  ro>  before  <.KO.TOVTO.PXQ>  designates  the  centurion  as 
the  one  who  hud  charge  of  Paul,  and  perhaps  other  prisoners  (see 
27, 1 ;  28, 16)  ;  whether  he  belonged  to  Csesarea  or  had  come  from 
Jerusalem.  This  officer  is  not  necessarily  the  one  who  had  con 
ducted  the  troops  from  Antipatris  (23,  32)  in  distinction  from  the 
one  who  returned,  since  ru>  admits  of  the  other  explanation,  and 
since  Svo  rims  in  23,  23  leaves  the  number  indefinite.  Hence  as 
the  article  does  not  identify  the  centurion,  the  inference  to  that 
effect  (Blunt,1  p.  323  and  Birks,  p.  344)  is  not  to  be  urged  as  a 
proof  of  the  verity  of  the  history. — r^peto-^at  avroV,  not  middle, 
to  keep  him  (E.  V.),  but  that,  he  should  be  kept  as  a  prisoner,  be 
guarded.  —  *XetI/  re  avecriv,  and  should  have  respite  or  alleviation,  i.  e. 
be  treated  with  indulgence,  and  not  subjected  to  a  severe  captiv 
ity.  One  of  the  favors  which  he  received  is  mentioned  in  the 
next  clause.  —  The  grammatical  subject  changes  before  KooXtW 
of  which  KCU  (note  re'  between  the  other  verbs)  admonishes  the 
reader.  —  v^pere^,  serve  him,  minister  to  his  wants.  —  1}  TT/^O-C,  - 
X^o-Sai  is  doubtful,  and  may  be  borrowed  from  10,  28. 

VERSES  24-27.     Paul  testifies  before  Felix  and  Drusilla. 

V.  24.  Tra/aayevo/xevos,  having  come,  not  to  CaBsarea,  after  a  tem 
porary  absence,  but  to  the  place  of  audience ;  comp.  5,  21 ;  25,  23. 
—  truv  ApovoriXXy  ....  'louSaitt,  with  Drusi&o,  his  wife,  being  a 
Jewess,  which  would  imply  that  she  still  adhered  to  the  Jewish 
religion.  This  Drusilla  was  a  younger  daughter  of  Agrippa  the 
First,  who  was  mentioned  in  12,  1  sq.,  and  a  sister  of  Agrippa  the 
Second,  who  is  mentioned  in  25,  13.  We  turn  to  Josephus  (Antt. 
20.  7.  1  sq.)  and  read  the  following  account  of  her :  "  Agrippa 
gave  his  sister  Drusilla  in  marriage  to  Azizus,  king  of  the  Eme- 
senes,  who  had  consented  to  be  circumcised  for  the  sake  of  the 
alliance.  But  this  marriage  of  Drusilla  'with  Azizus  was  dis 
solved  in  a  short  time  after  this  manner.  When  Felix  was  pro 
curator  for  Judca,  he  saw  her,  and,  being  captivated  by  her  beauty, 
persuaded  her  to  desert  her  husband,  transgress  the  laws  of  her 
country,  and  marry  himself."  "  Here,"  as  Paley  observes,  "  the 
public  station  of  Felix,  'the  name  of  his  wife,  and  the  circum 
stance  of  her  religion,  all  appear  in  perfect  conformity  with  the 

1  Undesigned  Coincidences  in  the  Writings  of  the  Old  and  New  Testaments 
by  Ilev.  J.  J.  Blunt,  London  1847. 
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sacred  writer."  The  fate  of  this  woman  was  singular.  She  had 
a  son  by  Felix,  and  both  the  mother  and  the  son  were  among 
those  who  lost  their  lives  by  the  eruption  of  Mount  Vesuvius, 
in  A.  D.  79.  —  Luke  does  not  inform  us  why  Felix  summoned 
Paul  to  this  conference.  We  may  infer  from  the  presence  of 
Drusilla,  that  it  was  on  her  account.  In  all  probability  it  was  to 
afford  her  an  opportunity  to  see  and  hear  so  noted  a  leader  of  the 
Christian  sect. 

V.  25.  Trepl  St/caico-wT/s,  concerning  justice,  which  the  conduct 
of  Felix  had  so  outraged.  Tacitus  (Ann.  12.  54)  draws  this  pic 
ture  of  him  as  a  magistrate  :  "  Relying  upon  the  influence  of  his 
brother  at  court,  the  infamous  Pallas,  this  man  acted  as  if  he  had 
a  license  to  commit  every  crime  with  impunity."  —  /ecu  ey/cpareias, 
and  self-control,  especially  continence,  chastity.  Here  we  have 
another  and  double  proof  of  the  apostle's  courage.  At  the  side 
of  Felix  was  sitting  a  victim  of  his  libertinism,  an  adultress,  as 
Paul  discoursed  of  immorality  and  a  judgment  to  come.  The  wo 
man's  resentment  was  to  be  feared  as  well  as  that  of  the  man. 
It  was  the  implacable  Herodias  and  not  Herod,  who  demanded 
the  head  of  John  the  Baptist.  —  e/x<£o/3os  yei/o/xei/os,  having  become 
alarmed.  —  TO  vw  e^oi/,  as  to  ivhat  is  now,  for  the  present  (Kyp. 
De  Wet.  Mey.).  The  construction  is  that  of  an  adverbial  accu 
sative.  K.  $  279.  R.  10.  —  Place  a  comma  or  colon,  not  a  period, 
at  the  end  of  the  verse. 

V.  26.  a/xa  /cat  cX-m^wi/,  at  the  same  time  also  (that  he  gave  this 
answer)  hoping.  The  participle  connects  itself  with  o.Trf.Kpi^-rj 
(comp.  23,  25),  and  is  not  to  be  taken  as  a  finite  verb.  —  on  x/orj- 
fjiaTa,  K.  r.  X.,  that  money  ivill  be  given  to  him  by  Paul,  i.  e.  as  an 
inducement  to  release  him.  —  oVws  Xva-y  O.VT'>V  (T.  R.),  that  he 
might  loose  him  (E.  V.),  suggests  a  correct  idea,  but  is  not  genu 
ine.  Felix  had  conceived  the  hope  that  his  prisoner  would  pay 
liberally  for  his  freedom.  He  may  have  supposed  him  to  have 
ample  resources  at  his  command.  He  knew  that  his  friends 
were  numerous,  and  had  been  informed  (see  v.  17)  that  they 
were  not  too  poor  or  too  selfish  to  assist  one  another. 

V.  27.  Simas  Sc  TrXypuStLo-r/s,  Two  years  now  having  been  com 
pleted,  i.  e.  since  Paul's  imprisonment  at  Csesarea.  —  eA.a/3e  8td8o^ov 
6  ^rjXi^  TiopKLov  QfjcTTov,  Felix  received  Porcius  Festus  as  successor. 
Luke  wrote  first,  or  we  might  suspect  him  of  having  copied  Jose- 

pllUS  who  Says,    QopJOOV  Sc  ^rjcrrov  SiaSo^ov  &TJXLKL  7re/x<£$eVros  (Alltt. 

20.  8.  9).  As  to  the  year  in  which  this  change  in  the  procurator- 
ship  took  place,  see  Introd.  $  6.  4.  —  $e'Acm/  ....  rots  'lovSouois,  and 
wishing  lo  lay  yp  favor  for  himself  with  the  Jews,  to  make  himself 
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popular  among  them ;  which  was  the  more  important  at  this  time, 
as  they  had  a  right  to  follow  him  to  Rome,  and  complain  of  his 
administration  if  they  were  dissatisfied  with  it.  His  policy  was 
unsuccessful ;  see  Introd.  $  6.  4.  An  act  like  this,  on  leaving 
such  an  office,  was  not  uncommon.  Thus  Albinus,  another  cor 
rupt  procurator  of  Judea,  having  heard  that  Gessius  Floras  had 
been  appointed  to  succeed  him,  liberated  most  of  the  state  pris 
oners  at  Jerusalem,  in  order  to  conciliate  the  Jews.  —  KareAtTre, 
K.  r.  A.,  left  Paul  behind  chained,  still  a  prisoner,  instead  of  setting 
him  at  liberty.  I  correct  my  former  note  here  in  view  of  Mr. 
Howson's  suggestion.  As  we  are  not  to  infer  from  avco-w  in  24, 
23  that  Paul  was  freed  from  his  chains,  SeSe/xcvov  does  not  mean 
that  he  was  rebound  after  a  temporary  release.  Wieseler  (p.  380) 
has  shown  that  the  custodia  libera  was  granted  only  to  persons  of 
rank,  and  hence  Paul  could  not  have  enjoyed  that  favor,  as  is 
proved,  also,  by  his  subjection  to  the  surveillance  of  the  centu 
rion.  Meyer  has  changed  the  note  in  his  last  edition  to  agree 
with  this  view.  According  to  De  Wette,  Felix  loaded  Paul  again 
with  the  chains  which  he  had  removed.  Lange  (II.  p.  326), 
speaks  of  the  custodia  libera  as  exchanged  now  for  the  custodia 
militaris. 


CHAPTER   XXV. 

VERSES  1-5.     Festus  refuses  to  bring  Paul  to  Jerusalem. 

V.  1.  ow,  therefore,  since  he  was  the  successor  of  Felix. — "  The 
new  procurator,"  says  Mr.  Lewin  (II.  p.  699),  "had  a  straight 
forward  honesty  about  him,  which  forms  a  strong  contrast  to  the 
mean  rascality  of  his  predecessor.  He  certainly  did  not  do  all 
the  justice  that  he  might  have  done  ;  but  allowing  somewhat  for 
the  natural  desire  to  ingratiate  himself  with  the  people  of  his 
government,  his  conduct,  on  the  whole,  was  exemplary,  and  his 
firmness  in  resisting  the  unjust  demands  of  the  Jews  cannot  fail 
to  elicit  our  admiration."  —  /xera  rpets  ^/xepa?,  after  three  days,  i.  e. 
on  the  third,  which  allows  him  one  day  for  rest  between  his  ar 
rival  at  CaBsarea  and  his  departure  for  Jerusalem. 

V.  2.     If  6  apx<-cpfv<;  (T.  R.)  be  correct,  this  high-priest  must 

f  have  been  Ismael,  son  of  Phabi,  who  succeeded  Ananias  (Jos. 

Antt.  20.  8.  8).     Two  years  have  elapsed  since  the  trial  before 

Felix  (24,  1  sq.),  at  which  Ananias  was  so  active.     Instead  of 
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the  singular,  some  read  ol  dp^tepas  (Lchm.  Tsch.),  which  was  in 
troduced  probably  to  agree  with  v.  15  (De  Wet.  Alf.). —  ot  Trptorot, 
the  first  men,  are  the  chief-priests  and  the  elders  in  v.  15,  except 
that  the  dpxtepeu's  mentioned  separately  here  would  be  one  of  the 
dpxtepets  there.  —  7rape/<aXow,  as  imperfect,  shows  their  impor 
tunity. 

V.  3.  alrov^voi  \o,piv,  K.  r.  X.,  asking  for  themselves  a  favor  against 
him,  viz.  that  he  would  send  for  him,  etc.  —  eve'Spav  TTOIOWTCS,  ma/c- 
ing  an  ambush,  arranging  for  it;  see  23,  21.  They  anticipated 
no  obstacle  to  their  plan,  and  may  have  already  hired  their  as 
sassins  and  pointed  out  to  them  the  cave  or  rock  whence  they 
were  to  rush  forth  upon  their  victim.  Compare  the  note  on 
v.  16. 

V.  4.  aTreKpiS?],  answered,  viz.  to  their  second  request  (see  note 
on  v.  16). — Ti7peio-$at,  K.  T.  X.,  that  Paul  was  kept  as  a  prisoner  at 
(lit.  unto)  Ccesarea,  as  the  Jews  were  aware ;  and  hence  as  the 
governor  was  about  to  proceed  thither,  it  would  be  more  conven 
ient  to  have  the  trial  at  that  place.  The  English  version,  viz. 
that  Paid  should  be  kept,  conveys  the  idea  of  a  too  peremptory  re 
fusal.  So  decided  a  tone  would  have  given  needless  offence. 
r»7peto-$ai  announces  a  fact  rather  than  a  purpose.  —  eis  Kato-apetav 
(more  correct  than  Iv  with  the  dative)  opposes  tacitly  his  being 
kept  back  unto  Ccesarea  to  his  removal  thence ;  not  unlike  eis 
'Ao-iav  in  19,  22. 

V.  5.  ot  Swaroi  Iv  vfuvj  the  powerful  among  you,  your  chief  men ; 
not  those  who  are  able,  who  may  find  it  easy  or  possible  to  perform 
the  journey  (Calv.  Grot.  E.  V.).  Their  attendance  at  the  trial 
was  imperative,  and  the  magistrate  would  not  speak  as  if  they 
were  to  consult  their  convenience  merely  in  such  a  matter. 
Kuinoel  has  shown  that  'louSatW  ot  oWarot  "was  common  among 
the  Jews  as  a  designation  of  their  rulers;  see  Jos.  Bell.  Jud.  1. 
12.  4  ;  2.  14.  8  and  elsewhere.  Compare,  also,  1  Cor.  1,  26  and 
Rev.  6,  15.  Howson,  after  Meyer,  renders  those  who  are  compe 
tent,  are  authorized  to  act  as  prosecutors,  but  without  offering  any 
proof  of  that  absolute  use  of  the  term.  —  ^o-t  should  stand  be 
fore  cv  iyuv,  not  after  it  (T.  R.). 

VERSES   6-12.     Paul  appeals  from  Festus  to  Ccesar. 

V.  6.  Storpfyot,  K.  T.  X.,  Having  noiv  spent  not  more  than  eight 
or  ten  days,  i.  e.  having  returned  speedily,  as  he  had  intimated 
(eV  rax«  in  v.  4).  Instead  of  ov  irActbvs  o/o-cb  %  Se'/ca  ( Grsb.  Tsch. 
Mey.)  as  above,  the  received  text  (and  so  E.  V.)  reads  TrXctovs  y' 
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Stfira,  more  titan  ten  days,  as  if  Fcstus  (Sc,  adversative,  hut}  liad 
not  fulfilled  his  word  (v.  4).  —  rj  t-n-avpiov  =  rrj  e£i}s  in  v.  17. 

V.  7.  Trepuo-rfjaav,  stood  around  him,  not  the  tribunal  (Kuin.)  ; 
comp.  Trept  ou  o-ru^eVres  in  v.  18.  —  Most  manuscripts  omit  Kara  roD 
UavAou  after  <£epui/res.  Tischendorf  writes  Kara^epovres ;  but  others 
defend  the  simple  participle.  —  The  heavy  charges  (/fa/oca  am- 
w/xara)  as  the  defence  of  the  apostle  shows  (v.  8),  were  heresy, 
impiety,  and  treason;  comp.  24,  5.  6. 

V.  9.  £Ket  .  ...  err1  e/xov,  there  to  be  judged  (viz.  by  the  Sanhe 
drim)  before  me,  i.  e.  in  his  presence,  while  he  should  preside 
(Mey.  De  Wet.  Wiesl.),  and  perhaps  confirm  or  reject  the  decis 
ion.  There  are  two  views  as  to  the  import  of  this  proposal.  One 
is,  that  Festus  intended  merely  to  transfer  the  trial  from  Caesarea 
to  Jerusalem ;  and  the  other  is,  that  he  wished  to  change  the 
jurisdiction  in  the  case,  to  surrender  Paul  to  the  Jews,  and  allow 
them  to  decide  whether  he  was  innocent  or  guilty.  The  expla 
nation  last  stated  agrees  best  with  the  intimations  of  the  context. 
The  reply  of  the  apostle  (CTTI  rov  /^/xaro?  ....  KpivevSai  in  v.  10), 
and  the  fact  that  he  proceeds  at  once  to  place  himself  beyond 
the  power  of  Festus,  would  appear  to  show  that  he  regarded  the 
question  (^eXet?,  K.  T.  A.)  as  tantamount  to  being  deprived  of  his 
rights  as  a  Roman  citizen. 

V.  1 0.  e:n  rov  {3r)/j.o.To<;,  K.  T.  A.,  before  the  tribunal  of  Ccesnr  am  1 
standing,  am  under  Roman  jurisdiction  since  Festus  was  the  rep 
resentative  of  the  emperor.  The  answer  of  Festus,  unto  Ccesar 
hast  thou  appealed,  unto  Ccesar  shalt  tJiou  go  (v.  11),  is  founded  on 
the  apostle's  subsequent  KatVapa  tVi/coXou/mi,  and  is  not  proof 
(Wdsth.)  that  Paul  viewed  himself  as  "already  standing  in  his 
own  resolve  before  Ccesar's  judgment-seat."  —  ov  ....  Kpivco-9<u, 
where  I  ought  to  be  judged  (present),  to  be  having  my  trial ;  as 
matter  of  right  (Set),  not  because  it  is  God's  will  (comp.  v.  24 
and  24,  19).  —  u>g  KOL  av  /oxAAtov  cTrtyivoio-Kei?,  as  also  tkou  perccivest 
better,  i.  e.  than  to  make  such  a  proposal ;  comp.  24,  22.  "W.  $ 
35.  4.  Such  a  comparative  is  very  convenient  as  suggesting 
something  which  it  might  be  less  courteous  to  express  (Wdsth). 
After  hearing  the  charges  against  Paul,  and  his  reply  to  them, 
Festus  knew  that  the  prisoner  was  entitled  to  be  set  free,  instead 
of  giving  him  up  to  a  tribunal  where  his  accusers  were  to  be  his 
judges.  The  temporizing  Roman  confesses  in  v.  18  that  Paul 
was  right  in  imputing  to  him  such  a  violation  of  his  convic 
tions. 

V.  11.  €i  ovv  d8i/a?),  if  therefore  I  am  unjust,  guilty,  i.  e.  in  conse 
quence  of  past  wrong-doing.  The  verb  expresses  here  the  result 
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of  an  act,  instead  of  the  act  itself.  See  W.  $  40.  2.  c.  yap  in  the 
common  text  (for  in  E.  V.)  is  incorrect.  The  clause  is  illative 
with  reference  to  the  assumption  (v.  9)  that  the  JCAVS  might  find 
him  guilty.  Some  combine  the  present  and  past  in  dS<xa>,  and 
render  if  I  have  done  and  am  doing  wrong.  See  K.  $  255.  R.  1.  — 
Kat  a&ov  .  .  .  .  TL  defines  the  degree  of  guilt.  If  it  was  such  that 
he  deserved  to  die,  he  was  willing  to  die.  —  ei  oiSeV  IO-TLV  &v  =  d 
ovStv  eon  TOVTWI/  a. 

V.  12.  o-iAXaXrjo-as  /xera  rov  (rv^ovXiov,  having  spoken  with  the 
council,  i.  e.  the  assessors  or  judges  (-n-dpSpoL,  consiliarii)  who  as 
sisted  him  at  the  trial.  It  was  customary  for  the  proconsul,  or  his 
substitute,  to  choose  a  number  of  men  whose  office  it  was  to  aid 
him  in  the  administration  of  justice.  The  proconsul  himself  pre 
sided,  but  was  bound  to  consult  his  assessors,  and  to  decide  in 
accordance  with  the  views  of  the  majority.  See  Geib's  Ge- 
schichte,  p.  243  sq.  The  subject  of  consultation  in  this  instance, 
doubtless,  was  whether  the  appeal  should  be  allowed  or  refused. 
Writers  on  Roman  law  inform  us  that  the  provincial  magistrates 
had  a  certain  discretionary  power  in  this  respect.  An  appeal  to 
the  emperor  was  not  granted  in  every  case.  It  was  necessary  to 
consider  the  nature  of  the  accusation,  and  also  the  amount  of 
evidence  which  supported  it.  Some  offences  were  held  to  be  so 
enormous  as  to  exclude  the  exercise  of  this  right  ;  and  when  the 
crime  was  not  of  this  character,  the  evidence  of  guilt  might  be 
so  palpable  as  to  demand  an  immediate  and  final  decision.  — 
Kato-apa  e^iKe/cA^crai  is  declarative  (not  a  question  as  in  E.  V.)  and 
repeats  Paul's  last  word  before  the  consultation,  for  the  purpose 
of  attaching  to  it  the  verdict.  —  c-rt  Kcub-opa  Troptvay,  unto  Ccesar 
shall  thou  go,  be  sent,  announces  the  ready  conclusion  in  regard 
to  the  present  appeal.  I  perceive  no  severity  in  this  answer 
(Bng.),  beyond  that  of  the  abrupt  official  form.  The  prisoner  is 
told  that  the  government  would  carry  out  his  appeal,  and  take 
measures  to  convey  him  to  Rome  ;  see  on  27,  1. 

VERSES  13-22.    Festus  confers  with  Agrippa  concerning  Paul. 


V.  13.  fjfjLepuv,  K.  T.  A.,  certain  days  being  past  since  the  appeal. 
—  'Ayptinros  6  /focnAeus.  This  Agrippa  was  a  son  of  the  Agrippa 
whose  tragical  end  has  been  related  in  12,  20-24.  At  his  father's 
death,  as  he  was  considered  too  young  to  succeed  him  on  the 
throne,  Judea  was  committed  again  to  the  government  of  procu 
rators.  He  passed  his  early  life  at  Rome.  In  A.  D.  50,  on  the 
death  of  Herod,  his  uncle,  he  received  the  sovereignty  of  Chalcis, 
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and  in  A.  D.  53  the  dominions  of  Philip,  and  Lysanias  (Luke 
3,  1),  at  which  time  he  assumed  the  title  of  king.  In  the  yeai 
A.  D.  55  Nero  added  to  his  possessions  a  part  of  Galilea  and 
Perea.  He  died,  after  a  reign  of  nearly  fifty  years,  in  A.  D.  100. 
It  will  be  observed  that,  although  Luke  in  this  passage  styles 
Agrippa  a  king,  he  does  not  style  him  king  of  Judea ;  whereas, 
in  speaking  of  his  father  (12,  1  sq.),  he  not  only  applies  to  him 
this  title,  but  mentions  an  instance  of  his  exercise  of  the  regal 
power  at  Jerusalem.  The  facts  stated  above  show  how  perfectly 
this  distinction  conforms  to  the  circumstances  of  the  case. — 
BcpvLKrj.  Sernice  was  the  eldest  daughter  of  Agrippa  the  First, 
and  a  sister  of  Drusilla  (24,  24).  She  was  noted  for  her  beauty 
and  her  profligacy.  Luke's  accuracy  in  introducing  her  at  this 
stage  of  the  history  is  worthy  of  remark.  After  a  brief  marriage 
with  her  first  husband,  she  became  the  wife  of  Herod,  her  uncle, 
king  of  Chalcis,  and  on  his  death  remained  for  a  time  with  Agrip 
pa  her  brother.  She  was  suspected  of  living  with  him  in  a  crim 
inal  manner.  Her  third  marriage  with  Polemon,  king  of  Cilicia, 
she  soon  dissolved,  and  returned  to  her  brother,  not  long  before 
the  death  of  the  Emperor  Claudius.  She  could  have  been  with 
Agrippa,  therefore,  in  the  time  of  Festus,  as  Luke  represents  in 
our  narrative.  Her  subsequent  connection  with  Vespasian  and 
Titus  made  her  name  familiar  to  the  Roman  writers.  Several 
of  them,  as  Tacitus,  Suetonius,  and  Juvenal,  either  mention  her 
expressly  or  allude  to  her.  —  do-Trao-o/xevot  TOV  ^crrov,  in  order  to 
salute  Festus.  It  was  their  visit  of  congratulation.  Agrippa, 
being  a  vassal  of  the  Romans,  came  to  pay  his  respects  to  this 
new  representative  of  the  power  on  which  he  was  dependent. 

V.  15.  cvcffxivivav,  informed,  i.  e.  judicially,  brought  accusation  ; 
comp.  v.  2;  24,  1.  —  atrov/zei/oi  ....  StVjyi/,  asking  for  themselves 
justice  against  I  dm.  The  idea  of  condemnation  lies  in  KO.T  aurov, 
not  in  Sifoyi'.  Tischendorf  decides  against  KaraStK^i/. 

V.  16.  In  v.  3  the  request  of  the  Jews  was  that  Paul  might 
be  brought  to  Jerusalem ;  and  in  that  case  the  accusers  and  the 
accused  would  have  met  face  to  face.  Hence  the  reply  of  Fes 
tus  here,  in  order  to  warrant  his  objection,  must  relate  to  a  difier 
ent  proposal,  viz.  that  he  would  condemn  Paul  at  once  (see  v. 
24)  and  in  his  absence.  On  his  declaring  that  as  a  Roman  mag 
istrate  he  could  not  be  guilty  of  such  injustice,  the  Jews,  as  it 
would  seem,  changed  their  tactics.  If  it  was  so  that  the  parties 
must  confront  each  other,  they  asked  then  that  he  would  sum 
mon  the  prisoner  to  Jerusalem  and  have  him  tried  there.  But 
this  second  request  was  a  mere  pretence.  They  knew  the  weak- 

50 


394  COMMENTARY.  CHAP.  XX V,  18-21. 

ness  of  their  cause  too  well  to  await  the  result  of  a  trial,  and 
wanted  only  to  secure  an  opportunity  to  waylay  and  kill  the  apos 
tle  on  the  road.  The  two  proposals  may  have  been  made  at  dif 
ferent  times;  so  that  in  the  interval  they  could  have  begun  the 
ambuscade  (as  intimated  in  v.  3),  believing  that  though  baffled 
in  their  first  attempt  they  could  not  fail  in  the  second.  —  on 
....  'PwfuuW,  that  it  is  not  a  custom  for  Romans,  if  it  was  for 
Jews.  The  article  (E.  V".)  obscures  the  opposition.  —  avSpwn-ov 
(as  generic)  declares  the  rule  to  be  universal.  The  claim  to  this 
impartiality  was  a  human  right  in  the  eye  of  the  Roman  law.  — 
eis  a7ru>A.aav  after  ai/$pu>7rov  (T.  R.  and  hence  E.  V.)  is  unapproved. 

V.  18.  Trfpl  ov,  around  ichom,  belongs  to  o-ra^eVre?  (comp.  v.  7), 
not  to  iirifapov,  against  whom  (E.  V.).  The  antecedent  of  ov  is 
avSpa,  not  the  remoter  /3^/xaros.  —  alrtav,  SC.  TOVTUV.  —  &v  (=  a  by 
attraction)  vTrevoow,  which  I  was  suspecting,  i.  e.  some  capital  of 
fence,  as  treason,  murder,  or  the  like. 

V.  1 9.  Trepi  T77$  loYtt?  otio-ioaifjiovLas,  concerning  their  own  religion ; 
not  superstition.  Compare  the  note  on  Seto-tSat/xoveo-repov?  in  17, 
22.  Agrippa  was  known  to  be  a  zealous  Jew,  and  Festus  would 
not  have  been  so  uncourteous  as  to  describe  his  faith  by  an  offen 
sive  term.  iSias  refers  not  to  the  subordinate  ov,  his  own,  viz. 
Paul's,  but  to  KdTTTyopoi,  the  leading  subject.  —  Trept  ru/os  'I^o-ov, 
K.  T.  A.,  concerning  a  certain  Jesus,  etc.  As  to  Luke's  candor  in 
recording  this  contemptuous  remark,  see  note  on  18,  15. 

V.  20.  ttTTopoi'/xevos,  perplexed,  uncertain,  as  Festus  may  have 
said  with  truth,  but  could  not  honestly  assign  as  the  motive  for 
his  proposal;  see  v.  9  above.  —  cfc  TT/V  vrept  rovrov  £771-770-11',  in  regard 
to  the  dispute  concerning  this  one,  viz.  Jesus  (v.  19) ;  not  this  mat 
ter  ;  as  if  it  were  neuter.  But  the  best  reading  is  Trepl  TOTJTWV, 
concerning  these  things,  viz.  in  relation  to  their  religion  and  the 
resurrection  of  Jesus. 

V.  21.  rov  oe  TlavXov,  K.  r.  X.,  But  Paul  havivg  appealed  (and  so 
demanded)  that  he  should  be  kept  in  Roman  custody,  instead  of 
being  tried  at  Jerusalem.  —  cts  rrjv  rov  ^jBao-rov  Siayvaxnv,  with  a 
vieiu  to  the  examination  of  Augustus.  The  Senate  conferred  this 
title  on  Octavius  in  the  first  instance  ;  but  it  was  given  also  to 
nis  successors.  —  c/ceXevo-a  ....  avrov,  I  commanded  that  h&  should 
sti/l  be  kept  (infinitive  present)  at  Ca3sarea.  In  rrjprj^rjvaL  just 
before,  the  time  is  entirely  subordinate  to  the  act.  —  ews  ov  Trcjjuf/w 
avroV,  until  I  shall  send  him  (T.  R.)  ;  but  the  surer  word  is  dva- 
7re/Ai//a),  shall  send  up  (Lchm.  Tsch.  Mey.);  comp.  Luke  23,  7.  11. 
Festus  would  intimate  that  he  was  waiting  only  until  a  vessel 
should  sail  for  Italy. 
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V.  22.  e/3ov\<'>(jir]v  KOL  auro's,  /  myself  also  could  wish,  i.  c.  were 
it  possible.  The  Greeks  employed  the  imperfect  indicative  to 
express  a  present  wish  which  the  speaker  regarded,  or  out  of 
courtesy  affected  to  regard,  as  one  that  could  not  be  realized. 
Compare  Rom.  9,  3;  Gal.  4,  20.  W.  Ml.  2;  S.  $  138.  3;  K.  $ 
259.  R.  6.  It  is  less  correct  to  understand  the  wish  as  one  long 
entertained. 


VERSES  23-27.     Paul  is  brought  before  Agrippa. 


V.  23.  fjifra  TroXXrjs  ^avrao-ta?,  with  much  pomp,  display,  which 
consisted  partly  in  their  personal  decorations  (comp.  12,  21),  and 
partly  in  the  retinue  which  attended  them.  —  eis  TO  axpoarvypiov, 
unto  the  place,  of  audience,  which  the  article  represents  as  the  cus 
tomary  one  (Olsh.),  or  as  the  one  to  which  they  repaired  on  this 
occasion  (Mey.).  —  o~vv  rot?  ^iXtap^ot?,  with  the  cJdliarcJis,  the  com 
manders  of  the  cohorts  stationed  at  Cassarea,  which  were  five 
in  number  (Jos.  Bell.  Jud.  3.  4.  2).  Compare  the  note  on  27,  1. 

V.  24.  The  procurator  could  say  TTO.V  TO  TrXrjSos  TWV  'lovScuW,  all 
the  multitude  of  the  Jews,  because  he  had  reason  to  know  that  the 
Jewish  rulers  (v.  2.  15)  who  had  demanded  the  death  of  Paul 
represented  the  popular  feeling.  Meyer  suggests  that  a  crowd 
may  have  gone  with  them  to  the  procurator  and  enforced  their 
application  by  clamoring  for  the  same  object.  —  eve'rv^ov  /xot,  inter 
ceded  (in  its  bad  sense  here)  ivith  me,  against  him  A  genitive 
or  dative  may  follow  this  verb.  —  Some  manuscripts  read  Zfiv 
auroV,  and  others  O.VTOV  £T/V  ;  and  so,  in  the  next  verse,  some  read 
Sa.va.Tov  avrov,  and  others  CLVTOV  Sa.va.Tov.  Such  transpositions, 
which  have  no  effect  on  the  sense,  show  how  unimportant  are 
many  of  the  various  readings  of  the  sacred  text.  —  €7ri/3ouWe?, 
crying  against  him,  etc.;  see  on  v.  15.  —  /x-q/ccri.  A  qualification 
like  this  in  a  negative  sentence  requires  a  compound,  containing 
the  /A??  or  OVK  which  precedes.  K.  $  318.  6  ;  B.  $  148.  6.  —  e/cpiva, 
I  decided,  viz.  at  the  time  of  the  trial  when  he  appealed.  The 
perfect  (E.  V.)  is  less  accurate  than  the  aorist. 

V.  26.  Trcpt  ov,  K.  T.  X.,  Concerning  whom  I  have  nothing  sure, 
definite,  to  write  to  the  sovereign.  In  such  cases  of  appeal  it  was 
necessary  to  transmit  to  the  emperor  a  written  account  of  the 
offence  charged  as  having  been  committed,  and  also  of  all  the 
judicial  proceedings  that  may  have  taken  place  in  relation  to  it. 
Documents  of  this  description  were  called  apostoli,  or  lit  era?  rlimis- 
sorice.  —  /cvpuo  is  the  Greek  for  dominus.  The  writer's  accuracy 
should  be  remarked  here.  It  would  have  been  a  mistake  to  have 
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applied  this  term  to  the  emperor  a  few  years  earlier  than  this. 
Neither  Augustus  nor  Tiberius,  would  allow  himself  to  be  called 
dominus,  because  it  implied  the  relation  of  master  and  slave. 
The  appellation  had  now  come  into  use  as  one  of  the  imperial 
titles.  —  cr^o)  rt  ypctya),  may  have  what  (future)  /  shall  ivrite  ;  not 
rt  ypai//at  (T.  Ft.),  what  to  write  (E.  V.).  Some  repeat  do-^aXe's 
after  n  (Mey.),  which  is  not  necessary.  Meyer  leaves  out  the 
ellipsis  in  his  new  edition. 

V.  27.  aAoyov  ydp  /xot  SOKCI,  For  it  appears  to  me  absurd.  It 
was  illegal,  too ;  but  Festus  thinks  of  the  act  as  being  a  violation, 
not  so  much  of  the  law,  as  of  the  propriety  which  dictated  the 
law.  —  TTc/xTrovra,  sc.  rtva,  K.  T.  A.,  that  any  one  (De  Wet.)  sending  a 
prisoner  should  not  also  signify  the  charges  (not  crimes}  against 
him.  Some  would  make  TT^TTOVTO.  the  subject  of  tr^ai/ai,  without 
any  ellipsis.  K.  §  238,  R.  2.  e.  Some  supply  e/xe  as  the  subject. 
It  is  more  forcible  in  such  a  case  to  state  the  general  rule  or  prin 
ciple  which  controls  the  particular  instance. — Josephus  (Bell.  Jud. 
2.  14.  1)  describes  Festus  as  a  reasonable  man,  who  was  not  des 
titute  of  a  regard  for  justice  and  the  laws,  and  who  approved  him 
self  to  such  of  the  Jews  as  were  willing  to  submit  to  any  foreign 
rule.  What  Luke  relates  of  him  shows  him  to  be  worthy  of  this 
encomium. 


CHAPTER    XXVI. 

VERSES   1-23.     Pauls  Speech  before  Agrippa. 

V.  1.  This  speech  of  the  apostle  is  similar  to  that  which  he 
delivered  on  the  stairs  of  the  castle  (22,  1  sq.).  The  main  topic 
is  the  same  in  each,  viz.  the  wonderful  circumstances  of  his  con 
version  ;  but  in  this  instance  he  recounts  them,  not  so  much  for 
the  purpose  of  asserting  his  personal  innocence,  as  of  vindicating 
the  divine  origin  of  his  commission,  and  the  truth  of  the  message 
proclaimed  by  him.  So  far  from  admitting  that  he  had  been  un 
faithful  to  Judaism,  he  claims  that  his  Christian  faith  realized  the 
true  idea  of  the  religion  taught  in  the  Old  Testament.  On  the 
former  occasion,  "  he  addressed  the  infuriated  populace,  and  made 
his  defence  against  the  charges  with  which  he  was  hotly  pressed, 
of  profaning  the  temple  and  apostatizing  from  the  Mosaic  law. 
He  now  passes  by  these  accusations,  and,  addressing  himself 
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to  a  more  intelligent  and  dispassionate  hearer,  lie  takes  the 
highest  ground,  and  holds  himself  up  as  the  apostle  and  messen 
ger  of  God.  With  this  view,  therefore,  he  paints  in  more  strik 
ing  colors  the  awful  scene  of  his  conversion,  and  repeats  more 
minutely  that  heavenly  call  which  was  impossible  for  him  to  dis 
obey  (v.  19),  and  in  obeying  which,  though  he  incurred  the  dis 
pleasure  of  his  countrymen  (v.  21),  he  continued  to  receive  the 
divine  support  (v.  22)."  Humphry,  p.  192.  —  «riTp«rcTai  .... 
Aeyeiv.  It  is  Agrippa  who  gives  the  permission  to  speak,  because 
as  he  was  the  guest  on  this  occasion  and  a  king,  he  presides  by 
right  of  courtesy ;  comp.  21, 40.  —  e/a-eiWs  ryv  \clpa,  having  stretched 
forth  the  hand,  is  the  same  as  Karao-eio-as  rrj  Kctpt  in  13, 16  (comp.  21, 
40),  and  Karoo-cura?  Trjv  x^Pa  m  19|  33.  The  gesture  was  the  more 
courteous,  because  the  attention  asked  for  was  certain  from  the 
known  curiosity  of  the  hearers.  On  the  arm  which  Paul  raised 
hung  one  of  the  chains,  to  which  he  alludes  in  v.  29. 

V.  2.  VTTO  'lov&uW,  by  Jews,  without  the  article  (comp.  22,  30) 
because  he  would  represent  the  accusation  as  purely  Jewish,  in  its 
character.  The  best  manuscripts  omit  rtuv  before  the  proper 
name. — /3a<nAev.  For  Agrippa' s  claim  to  the  title,  see  on  25,  13. 
—  Some  copies  place  errl  <rov  after  fj,aKapiov,  others  after  aTroAoyeio-- 
$cu.  The  first  is  the  best  position,  because  it  secures  a  stronger 
emphasis  to  the  pronoun  (Grsb.  Tsch.).  —  The  object  of  yfj^^o-i  is 
the  same  as  the  subject,  but  the  latter,  which  is  more  prominent, 
controls  the  case  of  /xe'AAoov.  This  verb  is  perfect,  have  thought ; 
not  think  (E.  V.).  Paul  distinguishes  the  tenses  in  Phil.  3, 
7.  8. 

V.  3.  /LtaAio-ra,  especially,  rendered  namely  in  the  older  versions 
(Tynd.  Cran.  Gen.)  states  why  Paul  was  so  eminently  fortunate ; 
not  how  much  Agrippa  knew.  —  yvtoo-r^  6Wa  o-e,  since  thou  an 
expert,  lit.  a  knoivcr.  The  accusative  is  anacoluthic,  instead  of 
the  genitive  (Mey.  Win.  Rob.).  W.  $  32.  7.  Some  explain  it  as 
an  instance  of  the  accusative  absolute ;  but  we  have  no  clear 
example  of  that  construction  in  the  New  Testament.  o</>#aA/u,ov's 
in  Eph.  1,  18,  has  been  cited  as  an  example  of  it,  but  stands 
really  in  apposition  with  Trvev/za,  or  depends  on  80)77.  Beza's  un 
authorized  €t8co?  (whence  "knowing"  in  E.  V.)  obviates  the  irreg 
ularity.  The  Rabbinic  writers  '  speak  of  Agrippa  as  having  ex 
celled  in  a  knowledge  of  the  law.  As  the  tradition  which  they 
follow  could  not  have  flowed  from  this  passage,  it  confirms  the 
representation  here  by  an  unexpected  agreement.  —  Kara  ' 

1  Scpp  gives  the  testimonies  in  his  Das  Leben  Christi,  Vol.  IV.  p.  138. 
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ov9,  among  Jews,  of  whom  we  are  led  to  think  as  existing  in  dif 
ferent  places.  W.  $  53.  d.  —  Sto,  therefore.  In  the  presence  of 
such  a  judge,  he  proposes  to  speak  at  length,  and  requests  a 
patient  hearing. 

V.  4.  ovv,  therefore,  i.  e.  encouraged  thus  he  will  proceed.  The 
apostle  enters  here  on  his  defence  —  IK  VCOTT/TO?,  from  youth.  See 
on  22,  3.  —  OLTT'  apyfis,  from  the  beginning,  refers  to  the  same  period 
of  his  life,  but  marks  it  more  strongly  as  an  early  period.  It  will 
be  observed  that,  while  the  apostle  repeats  this  idea  in  the  suc 
cessive  clauses,  he  brings  forward  in  each  case  a  new  circum 
stance  in  connection  with  it.  He  states,  first,  hoiv  long  the  Jews 
had  known  him  ;  secondly,  ivhere  they  had  known  him  so  long 
(ei/  TO)  e$m  /Jiov  kv  'lepocroXv/zois)  ;  and,  thirdly,  what  (on  Kara  rrjv 
GiKpLpeo-TdTrjv  aipea-iv,  K.  r.  X.)  they  had  known  of  him  so  long  and 
in  that  place.  » 

V.  5.  TrpoyivwoTKovre?  jue,  knowing  me  before  (i.  e.  the  present 
time).  —  lav  ^e'Xcocn.  fjiaprvpciv,  if  they  would  be  willing  to  testify,  as 
he  had  not  the  confidence  in  their  honesty  to  expect.  —  OTL  Kara 
rrjv  aKpL/Seo-TOLryv  afpecra/,  that  according  to  the  strictest  sect  in  regard 
both  to  doctrine  and  manner  of  life.  See  22,  3.  Josephus  de 
scribes  this  peculiarity  of  the  Pharisees  in  similar  language  : 
euo-e/Jeorepov  elvat  rail/  aXXtov  KOL  rovs  vo/xovs  d/cpiySecrTepov  a^-rryeio-Sai 
(Bell.  tfud.  1.  5.  2).  on  reaches  back  to  to-ao-t. 

V.  6.  KOL  vvvy  and  now,  compares  his  present  with  his  former 
position-.  If  his  rigor  as  a  Pharisee  had  been  a  merit  in  the  eyes 
of  the  Jews,  his  hope  as  a  Christian  was  merely  that  of  the  true 
Israel,  and  should  as  little  be  imputed  to  him  as  a  crime.  —  -njs 
Trpos  TOUS  Trarepa?  rj^Cov  CTrayyeXtas  yei/o/xevr;?,  of  the  promise  (i.  e.  of  a 
Messiah)  made  unto  our  fathers  (Kuin.  Olsh.  De  Wet.  Mey.). 
The  same  expression  occurs  in  Paul's  discourse  at  Antioch  (13, 
32),  where  it  is  said  that  God  fulfilled  the  promise,  or  showed  it  to 
be  fulfilled,  by  raising  up  Jesus  from  the  dead.  See  the  note  on 
that  passage.  Compare  28,  20.  —  et?  fy,  unto  which,  viz.  the  prom 
ise,  its  accomplishment.  This  is  the  natural  antecedent  and  not 
the  remoter  IXiri&i.  —  SooSe/ca^vXov  (=.  rat?  ScoSe^a  </>uAats  in  James 
1,  1)  exists  only  here,  but  is  formed  after  the  analogy  of  other 
compounds  from  SajSe/ca.  The  Jewish  nation  consisted  of  those 
who  were  descended  from  the  twelve  tribes  ;  which  fact  justifies 
the  expression  historically,  though  the  twelve  tribes  had  now  lost 
their  separate  existence.  —  lv  eKreveta,  with  earnestness.  See  on 
CKTCVTJS  in  12,  5.  The  noun  is  a  later  Grecism.  Lob.  Phryn.  p.  311. 
Such  forms  help  us  to  fix  the  age  of  the  New  Testament  writings. 
Xarpevov,  worshipping  night  and  day.  This  was 


•  —  VVKTO.  KOL 
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a  phrase  which  denoted  habitual  worship,  especially  as  connected 
with  fasting  and  prayer.  See  Luke  1,  75;  2,  37  ;  18,  1 ;  1  Then, 
5,  17;  1  Tim.  5,  5. 

V.  7.  Trept  175  eX7rtSo<j  c'yKaAovyxcu,  concerning  which  hope  I  am  ac 
cused .  The  apostle  means  to  say,  that  he  was  accused  of  main 
taining  that  this  hope  of  a  Messiah  had  been  accomplished  in 
Jesus,  and  had  been  accomplished  in  him  because  God  raised  him 
from  the  dead.  The  presence  of  the  latter  idea  in  the  mind  of 
the  apostle  leads  to  the  interrogation  in  the  next  verse. — 'Ay/nWa 
after  /3ao-iAe{5  has  decisive  evidence  against  it  —  VTTO  'lov&uW,  by 
Jcics,  is  reserved  to  the  end  of  the  sentence,  in  order  to  state 
more  strongly  the  inconsistency  of  such  an  accusation  from  such 
a  source.  Here,  too,  the  article  (E.  V.)  weakens  the  sense,  and 
is  incorrect. 

V.  8.  ri  is  printed  in  some  editions  as  a  separate  question : 
What  ?  Is  it  judged  incredible  ?  Other  editions  connect  ri  with 
the  verb  :  Wky  is  it  judged  incredible  ?  Griesbach,  Kuinoel,  De 
Wette,  Howson,  and  others,  prefer  the  first  mode ;  Knapp,  Halm, 
Meyer,  Tischendorf,  and  others,  prefer  the  second  mode.  The 
latter  appears  to  me  more  agreeable  to  the  calm  energy  of  the 
apostle's  manner.  "  It  is  decisive  against  the  other  view,"  says 
Meyer  in  his  last  edition,  "  that  ri  alone  was  not  so  used ;  the  ex 
pression  would  be  ri  yap,  ri  ovv,  or  ri  Se."  The  examples  of  ri  as 
interrogative  in  Rom.  3,  3.  9;  6,  15  and  Phil.  1,  18  agree  with  this 
criticism.  —  v^w  extends  the  inquiry  to  all  who  were  present. 
The  speaker  uses  the  singular  number  when  he  addresses  Agrip- 
pa  personally;  see  v.  2.  3.  27.  —  et  6  $eos,  *.  r.  A.,  if  God  raises  the 
dead;  where  et  is  not  for  on,  but  presents  the  assertion  as  one 
that  the  sceptic  might  controvert.  —  eyetp"  is  present  because  it 
expresses  a  characteristic  act.  The  resurrection  of  Jesus  was 
past,  but  illustrated  a  permanent  attribute  or  power  on  the  part 
of  God. 

V.  9.  This  Verse  is  illative,  with  reference  to  the  preceding 
question.  eyu>  plv  ovv,  I  indeed,  therefore,  i.  e.  in  consequence  of 
a  spirit  of  incredulity,  like  that  of  others.  —  eSo£a  e/xavrw,  I  seemed 
to  myself,  thought.  The  pronoun  opposes  his  own  to  another  and 
higher  judgment.  This  same  act  in  which  Paul  gloried  at  the 
time,  appeared  to  him  as  the  crime  of  his  life  after  he  became  a 
Christian.  In  1  Cor.  15,  9  he  declares  that  he  "was  the  least  of 
the  apostles,  that  he  was  not  meet  to  be  called  an  apostle,  be 
cause  he  persecuted  the  church  of  God."  —  Trpos  TO  6Vo//,a  'I^o-ov, 
against  the  name  of  Jesus ;  comp.  TT/JO'S  in  Luke  23,  12.  —  TroAAa  eVav 
rt'a,  many  things  hostile. 
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V.  10.  o  refers  to  the  collective  idea  in  TroAAu  eWrta.  —  /ecu 
connects  eTroir/o-a  with  cSo£a.  —  KOL  TroAAov?,  K.  T.  A.,  adds  the  facts 
in  illustration  of  what  was  stated  in  general  terms.  —  TU>V  dytW, 
the  saints,  is  no  doubt  a  chosen  word  here.  It  does  not  occur  in 
Luke's  account  of  the  apostle's  conversion  (9,  1  sq.).  Paul  him 
self  avoids  it  in  his  speech  to  the  Jews  (22,  4  sq.)  who  were  so 
sensitive  in  regard  to  any  claim  of  merit  in  behalf  of  the  Chris 
tians.  "  But  here  before  Agrippa,  where  there  was  no  such  need 
of  caution,  the  apostle  indulges  his  own  feelings,  by  giving  them 
a  title  of  honor  which  aggravates  his  own  guilt."  Birks,  p.  327. 
—  eyw,  emphatic.  The  imprisoning  was  the  speaker's  act.  — The 
common  text  omits  lv  before  <£uAa/ccu9,  /  shut  up  unto  prisons, 
which  would  be  an  instance  of  the  local  dative  sometimes  found 
after  verbs  compounded  with  /cara.  See  Bernh.  Synt.  p.  243. 
But  Griesbach,  Tischendorf,  and  others,  allege  good  authority  for 
reading  ev  <j>v\a.Kcu<>,  which  would  be  the  ordinary  construction ; 
comp.  Luke  3,  20.  —  irapa  rwv  dp^tepeW.  See  the  note  on  9,  2. — 
dvaipotyxevwv  ....  i/^<£ov,  and  as  they  (which  refers  to  dyian/  as  a 
class,  not  to  all  those  imprisoned)  were  put  to  death,  I  brought  or 
cast  my  vote  against  them,  i.  e.  encouraged,  approved  the  act  (Bng. 
Kuin.  De  Wet.  Mey.) ;  comp.  om/evSoicaiv  in  22,  20.  Some  insist 
on  the  literal  sense  of  the  phrase,  and  infer  from  it  that  Paul  was 
a  member  of  the  Sanhedrim,  and  voted  with  the  other  judges  to 
put  the  Christians  to  death.  But  the  Jews  required,  as  a  general 
rule,  that  those  who  held  this  office  should  be  men  of  years  ;  and 
Paul  at  the  time  of  Stephen's  martyrdom,  could  hardly  have  at 
tained  the  proper  age.  It  is  said,  too,  on  the  authority  of  the 
later  Jewish  writers,  that  one  of  the  necessary  qualifications  for 
being  chosen  into  the  Sanhedrim  was  that  a  man  should  be  the 
father  of  a  family,  because  he  who  is  a  parent  may  be  expected 
to  be  merciful ;  a  relation  which,  from  the  absence  of  any  allusion 
.to  it  in  the  apostle's  writings,  we  have  every  reason  to  believe 
that  he  never  sustained.  The  expression  itself  affords  but  slight 
proof  that  Paul  was  a  voter  in  the  Sanhedrim.  i/o?<£os,  a  stone 
used  as  a  ballot,  like  our  "  suffrage,"  signified  also  opinion,  assent, 
and  accompanied  various  verbs,  as  TI&CVCU.  and  Kara^epav,  as  me'an- 
ing  to  think,  judge,  sanction,  with  a  figurative  allusion  only  to  the 
act  of  voting.  Plato  uses  the  term  often  in  that  sense.  See  R. 
and  P.  Lex.,  p.  2576.  —  auroov  agrees  with  the  intimation  of  other 
passages  (8,  3 ;  9,  1  ;  22,  4),  that  Stephen  was  not  the  only  vic 
tim  whose  blood  was  shed  at  this  time. 

V.  1 1 .  KOL  Kara  Trao-a?,  K.  T.  A.,  and  punishing  them  often  through 
out  all  the  synagogues  in  the  different  places  where  he  pursued 
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his  work  of  persecution.  See  22,  19.  "  The  chief  rulers  of  the 
synagogues,"  says  Biscoe  (p.  81),  "being  also  the  judges  of  the 
people  in  many  cases,  especially  those  which  regarded  religion 
(comp.  on  9,  2),  chose  to  give  sentence  against  offenders,  and  see 
their  sentence  executed  in  the  synagogue.  Persons  were  always 
scourged  in  the  presence  of  the  judges  (Vitr.  de  Synag.  Vett.  p. 
177).  For  punishment  being  designed  'in  terrorem,'  what  more 
likely  to  strike  the  mind  with  awe,  and  deter  men  from  falling 
into  the  like  errors,  than  to  have  it  executed  in  their  religious  as 
semblies,  and  in  the  face  of  the  congregation  ?  Our  Lord  fore 
told  that  his  disciples  should  be  scourged  in  the  synagogues 
(Matt.  10,  17  ;  23,  31),  and  we  learn  here  that  Paul  was  an  in 
strument  in  fulfilling  this  prediction,  having  beaten  them  that 
believed  in  every  synagogue."  —  ^rayKa^ov  /^Aacrc/^eu-,  I  u:as  con 
straining  them  (i.  e.  urged  them  by  threats  and  torture)  to  llas- 
pltemc,  viz.  Jesus,  or  the  gospel;  comp.  13,  45;  James  2,  7.  The 
imperfect  states  the  object,  not  the  result  of  the  act.  That, 
among  the  many  who  suffered  this  violence,  every  one  preserved 
his  fidelity,  it  would  be  unreasonable  to  affirm.  We  learn  from 
Pliny's  letter  to  Trajan  (Lib.  X.  97),  that  heathen  persecutors 
applied  the  same  test  which  Saul  adopted,  for  the  purpose  of  as 
certaining  who  were  truly  Christians.  "  Propositus  est  libclhis 
sine  auctore,  multorum  nomiria  continens  ;  qui  negarent  se  esse 
Christianos  ant  fuisse,  quum  prreeunte  me  deos  appellarent  et 
imagini  tua?  (quam  propter  hoc  jusseram  cum  simulacris  numi- 
num  adferri)  thure  ac  vino  supplicarent,  praeterea  maledicerent 
Christo  ;  cjuoruin  nihil  cogi  posse  dicuntur  qui  sinit  revera  Chris- 
tiani"  —  to?  /cat  eis  rus  e£w  TroAet?,  as  far  as  even  unto  forej^n  cities, 
as  those  would  be  called  which  were  out  of  Judea.  Among  these 
Luke  and  Paul  single  out  Damascus,  because  a  train  of  such 
events  followed  the  apostle's  expedition  to  that  city. 

V.  12.  eV  ot?  /cat,  in.  ickicJi  a/so,  while  intent  on  this  object; 
comp.  tV  ot-j  in  21,  18.  /cat,  so  common  in  Luke  after  the  rela 
tive,  some  of  the  best  copies  omit  here. —  e£ovo-ias  and  e.rtrpoTn/s 
strengthen  each  other;  he  had  ample  power  to  execute  his  com 
mission. 

V.  13.  r;/ze/>a<;  //.e'en;?,  of.  midday.  " /ze'cny  ^u/>a,  pro  meridie  com- 
munis  dialecti  est,  at  /xeVov  ryte'pas,  nut  /zerr^/x/^ta  (22,  f>)  elegan- 
tiora."  See  Lob.  ad  Phryn.  p.  55.  —  /cara  -njv  6SoV,  along  the  ic<n/ 
(Mey.  Ptob.)  ;  not  on  the  way  (De  Wet.).  —  For  p.f  after  Tre/^tAu/z- 
\}/av,  SC(^  on  9,  3.  —  For  TOLS  a-vv  e/zot  Trnpfvofjievovs,  tfiose  journeying 
with  me,  see  on  22,  9. 

V.  14  TravTtuv  .  .  .  .  ct$  r?)v  y>}r,  And  ire  all  having  fallen  down 
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upon  the  earth,  from  the  effect  of  terror,  not  as  an  act  of  rever 
ence;  comp.  9,  4  ;  22,  17.  In  regard  to  the  alleged  inconsistency 
between  this  statement  and  eumj/mo-cu'  in  9,  7,  see  the  note  on 
that  passage.  —  o-KX^poV  o-ot  TT/>OS  /ce'vrpa  AaKTi£eiv,  It  is  hard  for  thee 
to  kick  against  goads.  The  meaning  is,  that  his  opposition  to  the 
cause  and  will  of  Christ  must  be  unavailing;  the  continuance  of 
it  would  only  bring  injury  and  ruin  on  himself.  Wetstein  has 
produced  examples  of  this  proverb  from  both  Greek  and  Latin 
writers.  Euripides  (Bacch.  v.  791)  applies  it  as  here  :  Svpov- 
ju.€vos  Trpos  KtvTpa  AoxTt&Mfu,  &vr]Tos  aw  $£(3.  Terence  (Phorm.  1.  2. 
27)  employs  it  thus :  "  Num  quse  inscitia  est,  Advorsum  stimu- 
lum  calces?"  Plautus  (4.  2.  55)  has  it  in  this  form  :  "  Si  stimulos 
pugnis  csedis,  manibus  plus  dolet."  The  Scholiast  on  Find.  Pyth. 
2.  173  explains  the  origin  of  the  expression  :  rj  8e  rpo-rn)  0.77-0  TWV 
/3ooJv  •  TOJV  yap  ot  O.TO.KTOI  Kara  rrjv  yecopyiav  K«Tpi£o/Aei/oi  VTTO  rov  apovv- 
TOS,  A.aKTi£oucn  TO  KeVrpov  /cat  /xaAAov  Tr\r)TTOVTa.i.  The  same  or  a 
similar  proverb  must  have  been  current  among  the  Hebrews, 
though  this  is  the  only  instance  of  it  found  in  the  Scriptures. 
The  common  plough  in  the  East  at  present  has  but  one  handle. 
The  same  person,  armed  with  a  goad  six  or  eight  feet  long,  holds 
the  plough  and  drives  his  team  at  the  same  time.  As  the  driver 
follows  the  oxen,  therefore,  instead  of  being  at  their  side  as  with 
us,  and  applies  the  goad  from  that  position,  a  refractory  animal  of 
course  would  kick  against  the  sharp  iron  when  pierced  with  it. 
In  early  times  the  Greeks  and  Romans  used  a  plough  of  the  like 
construction. 

V.  16.  ei's  rovro  prepares  the  mind  for  what  follows  ;  see  on 
9,  21.  —  yap  shows  that  the  command  to  arise  was  equivalent  to 
assuring  him  that  he  had  no  occasion  for  such  alarm  (v.  14)  ;  the 
object  of  the  vision  was  to  summon  him  to  a  new  and  exalted 
sphere  of  effort.  —  Trpo^etptorao-^at  a-e  vTnjpeT-rjv,  to  appoint  thee  as  a 
minister,  call  him  to  his  destined  work.  The  antecedent  purpose 
must  be  sought  in  the  nature  of  the  act,  rather  than  in  the  verb. 
See  on  3,  20.  —  Understand  TOVTWV  after  pdprvpa  as  the  attracting 
antecedent  of  <Lv.  —  o>i/  re  o(£$?jo-o/W  crot  is  an  unusual  construction. 
The  best  solution  is,  that  d>i/  stands  for  a,  as  a  sort  of  explanatory 
accusative  (K.  $  279.  7) :  as  to  tvhich,  or  =  Si  a,  on  account  of  which 
(Mey.),  I  will  appear  unto  thee.  See  W.  $  39.  3.  1.  Many  com 
mentators  assign  an  active  sense  to  o^rjo-o/xai :  ivhich  I  will  cause 
thee  to  see  or  know.  This  use  of  the  verb  has  no  warrant  either 
in  classic  or  Hellenistic  Greek. 

V.  17.  e^atpov/xevo?  ....  e^vajv,  delivering  thee  from  the  people, 
i.  e.  of  the  Jews  (see  on  10,  2),  and  the  heathen.  For  this  sense 
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of  the  participle,  see  7,  10;  12,  11 ;  23,  27.  Such  a  promise  was 
conditional  from  the  nature  of  the  case.  It  pledged  to  him  the 
security  which  he  needed  for  the  accomplishment  of  his  work 
until  his  work  was  done.  Some  render  e£cupov/xevos  o-e,  selecting 
thee,  so  as  to  find  here  the  idea  of  O-KCUO?  eKAoy^s  in  9,  15  (Kuin. 
Hnr.  Rob.  Hws.).  This  interpretation  would  suit  rovXaov,  but,  as 
De  Wette  and  Meyer  remark,  it  is  inappropriate  to  ron>  t$vw. 
Paul  was  riot  one  of  the  heathen,  and  could  not  be  said  to  be 
chosen  from  them.  —  eis  ovs,  unto  whom,  refers  to  both  the  nouns, 
which  precede.  —  The  correct  text  inserts  eyw  before  o-e,  and 
omits  vvv.  —  aTToo-reAAw  is  present,  I  send,  because  his  ministry 
is  to  begin  at  once. 

V.  18.  It  is  important  to  obseve  the  relation  of  the  different 
clauses  to  each  other,  di/ot£at  o^aA/xovs  avrau/,  to  open  their  eyes, 
states  the  object  of  dTroo-TeAAoo.  —  rov  l-mo-Tptyai,  that  they  may  turn, 
derives  its  subject  from  av-wv.  The  verb  is  intransitive  (see  v. 
20 ;  14,  15)  ;  not  active,  in  order  to  turn  them  (E.  V.).  This  clause 
states  the  designed  effect  of  the  illumination  which  they  should 
receive.  —  rov  Xafielv,  K.  T.  A.,  that  they  may  obtain  forgiveness  of 
sins,  expresses  the  direct  object  of  the  second  infinitive  and  the 
ultimate  object  of  the  first.  —  For  K\rjpov  eV  rots  T/ytacr/xeVots,  an  in 
heritance  among  the  sanctified,  see  the  note  on  20,  32.  —  Tucrrei  rg 
cis  e/xe,  by  faith  on  me,  our  English  translators  and  some  others 
join  with  ^yicur/xeVois ;  but  the  words  specify  evidently  the  condi 
tion  by  which  believers  obtain  the  pardon  of  sin  and  an  interest 
in  the  heavenly  inheritance.  ^yiaoyxeVots  is  added  merely  to  in 
dicate  the  spiritual  nature  of  the  /cA^oov. 

V.  19.  o$ev,  ivhcnce,  accordingly,  i.  e.  having  been  so  instructed, 
and  in  such  a  manner.  —  OVK  eyei/o/xrp  a7rei$r)s,  I  proved  not  disobe 
dient,  affirms  the  alacrity  of  his  response  to  the  call  more  strongly 
than  if  the  mode  of  expression  had  been  positive,  instead  of  neg 
ative.  otTret^r/s  attaches  itself  to  the  personal  idea  of  oTrrao-ta,  and 
demands  that  element  in  the  meaning  of  the  Avord.  The  service 
required  of  him  and  so  promptly  rendered  evidently  was  that  he 
should  preach  the  gospel  to  Jews  and  Gentiles  (v.  17).  It  is  im 
possible  to  reconcile  such  intimations  with  the  idea  that  the 
apostle  after  this  remained  for  years  inactive  in  Arabia,  or  spent 
the  time  there  in  silent  meditation  and  the  gradual  enlargment 
of  his  views  of  the  Christian  system.  I  cannot  agree  with  Dr. 
Davidson,  that  "  Paul  was  not  a  preacher  of  the  gospel  in  Arabia, 
but  went  through  a  process  of  training  there,  for  the  purpose  of 
preaching  it."  See  his  Introduction,  II.  p.  80.  —  -rfj  ovpavito  oTrra- 
o-ia,  the  heavenly  vision,  manifestation  of  the  Saviour's  person ; 
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comp.  Luke  1,  22;  24,  23;  2  Cor.  12,  1.  See  the  note  on 
9,7. 

V.  20.  rots  tv  Aa/xao-Kw  Trpurov,  to  those  in  Damascus  first,  as 
stated  in  9,  20,  and  implied  in  Gal.  1,  17.  —  'le/xxroAv'/xois  with  Iv 
repeated,  in  Jerusalem;  hardly  unto  as  a  direct  dative  (Mey.). — 
eis  Tracrav,  K.  r.  A.,  cm£/  zmto  (i.  e.  with  a  union  of  the  local  idea 
with  the  personal,  the  inhabitants  of)  all  the  region  of  Judea; 
comp.  aTrrjyyeiAai/  eis  TTJV  7roA.iv  in  Luke  8,  34.  Meyer  extends  rots 
from  the  other  clause  into  this  :  and  unto  those  throughout  all  the 
region.  But  in  his  last  edition  he  gives  up  this  analysis  and  ap 
proves  the  other.  —  The  apostle  daring  his  labors  in  Syria  and 
Cilicia,  after  his  first  visit  to  Jerusalem,  was  as  yet  unknown  in 
person  to  the  churches  of  Judea.  See  Gal.  1,  22.  Hence  he 
must  have  preached  there,  as  intimated  in  this  passage,  at  a  later 
period.  He  could  have  done  so  when  he  went  thither  at  the 
time  of  the  famine  (see  on  11,  30)  or  while  he  was  at  Jerusalem 
between  his  first  and  second  mission  to  the  heathen  (18,  22). — 
a£ia  r>}s  /zeravotas  Ipya,  deeds  worthy  of  repentance,  such  as  showed 
that  they  were  changed  in  heart  and  life.  Zeller  charges  that 
Paul  would  not  have  spoken  so,  because  his  doctrine  was  that  of 
justification  by  faith  alone.  The  answer  is  that  in  Paul's  sys 
tem  good  \vorks  are  the  necessary  evidence  of  such  faith,  and 
further,  that  Trio-ret  ry  €ts  e/xe  above  (v.  18)  shows  that  he  adhered 
fully  on  this  occasion  to  his  well-known  doctrinal  view.  —  Trpdur- 
o-oi/ras  deserts  the  case  of  fSvecnv  and  agrees  with  avrovs  as  the 
suppressed  subject  of  the  verbs. 

V.  22.  eTriKo-upias  ....  $coi),  Having  therefore  obtained  assistance 
from  God;  since  exposed  to  such  dangers  in  the  fulfilment  of 
his  ministry  (eVeipuWo  Sta^ctpto-ao-^at  in  v.  21)  he  must  otherwise 
have  perished.  The  assistance  was  an  inference  (ow)  from  his 
present  safety.  —  /Aaprupo/Aei'os  /xtKpa)  re  /cat  yoteyaXo),  testifying  to  both 
small  and  great  (Rev.  11,  18 ;  13,  16 ;  19,  5) ;  not  young  and  old 
(8,  10).  The  phrase  admits  either  sense,  but  the  more  obvious 
distinction  here  is  that  of  rank,  not  of  age.  The  grace  of  God 
is  impartial ;  the  apostle  declared  it  without  respect  of  persons. 
It  is  uncertain  whether  this  is  the  correct  participal  or  the  re 
ceived  /xaprvpou/xevos.  The  latter  would  mean  attested,  approved, 
both  by  small  and  great  (Bretsch.  Mey.)  ;  comp.  6,  3  ;  10,  22  ;  16,  2. 
It  is  objected  that  the  sense  with  the  latter  reading  is  impossi 
ble,  because  Paul  was  so  notoriously  despised  and  persecuted  by 
Jews  and  heathen  (Alf).  But  the  meaning  might  be  that  though 
not  openly  approved  he  had  received  that  verdict  at  the  bar  of 
tlieir  consciences  ;  he  had  not  failed  to  commend  himself  and  his 
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doctrine  to  every  man's  better  judgment.  The  avowal  would 
imply  no  more  than  Paul  affirms  to  be  true  of  all  who  preach 
faithfully  the  system  of  truth  which  he  preached ;  see  2  Cor.  4,  2. 
Some  render  /xaprvporyxero?  as  middle,  bearing  witness,  instead 
of  passive ;  but  confessedly  without  any  example  of  that  use. 
Knapp,  Halm,  Tischendorf,  Baumgarten,  and  others,  approve  of 
fjLapTvpofjLevos.  It  has  no  less  support  than  the  other  word,  and 
affords  an  easier  explanation. 

V.  23.  This  part  of  the  sentence  attaches  itself  to  Ae'yon/  rather 
than  to  jjicXXovTwv  yiVe<j$cu.  —  ci  TraSrrros  6  Xpioros,  if  the  Messiah 
can  suffer  (passibiUs  in  Vulg.),  not  so  much  as  a  possibility  of  his 
nature,  as  one  of  the  conditions  of  his  office,  i.  e.  would  be  ap 
pointed  or  allowed  to  suffer,  and  so  could  be  subject  to  infirmity, 
pain,  death.  Verbals  in  ro's  express  possibility  and  correspond  to 
Latin  adjectives  in  His.  B.  $  103.  N.  2.  The  apostle,  as  I  under 
stand,  approaches  the  question  on  the  Jewish  side  of  it,  not  on 
the  Christian ;  and  that  was,  whether  the  Messiah,  being  such  as 
many  of  the  Jews  expected,  could  suffer ;  not  whether  he  must 
suffer,  in  order  to  fulfil  the  Scriptures,  ct  presents  the  points  as 
questions  which  he  was  wont  to  discuss.  Many  of  the  Jews 
overlooked  or  denied  the  suffering  character  of  the  Messiah,  and 
stumbled  fatally  at  the  gospel  because  (their  0-KavSoA.oi/)  it  re 
quired  them  to  accept  a  crucified  Redeemer.  Some  make  ei  = 
OTL,  that,  i.  e.  the  sign  of  a  moderated  assertion.  —  6  Xpwrro?,  tJie 
Messiah  as  such ;  not  a  personal  name  here. —  Trpwros  e£  dvcurra- 
<r€tos  ve/c/oiuv  =  TrpurroTOKOs  IK  ran/  i/CKptov  in  Col.  1,  18.  If  Moses 
and  the  prophets  foretold  that  the  Messiah  would  suffer,  die,  and 
rise  from  the  dead,  it  followed  that  Jesus  was  the  promised  Sav 
iour  of  men,  and  the  author  of  eternal  life  to  those  who  believe 
on  him.  The  apodosis  (/xe'AAet  Karayyc'AAeu/,  K.  T.  A..)  depends  log 
ically  on  the  protasis  (ei  Tra^ros,  et  7r/3oiro5,  AC.  r.  A..). 

VERSES  24-29.     The  answer  of  Paul  to  Festus. 

V.  24  ravra  refers  more  especially  to  the  words  last  spoken 
(Mey.),  and  not  in  the  same  degree  to  the  entire  speech  (De 
Wet.).  The  idea  of  a  resurrection,  which  excited  the  ridicule 
of  the  Athenians  (17,  32),  appeared  equally  absurd  to  the  Roman 
Festus,  and  he  could  listen  with  patience  no  longer.  It  is  evi 
dent  that  TOVTODI/  in  v.  26  has  reference  to  e£  uwfrracrea)?  vcKpw  in 
v.  23,  and  the  intermediate  ravra  would  not  be  likely  to  turn  the 
mind  to  a  different  subject.  —  cbroXoyov/zeVov  may  be  present,  be 
cause  Festus  interposed  before  Paul  had  finished  his  defence 
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(Mey.).  —  ^eyaX^  rfj  <j>wfj.  See  on  14,  10.  The  "loud  voice" 
was  the  effect  of  his  surprise  and  astonishment.  —  /-taiV^,  thou  art 
mad,  which  he  says  earnestly,  not  in  jest  (Olsh.),  because  it  real 
ly  appeared  to  him  that  Paul  was  acting  under  an  infatuation 
which  could  spring  only  from  insanity  (Neand.  Mey.  De  Wet.). 
Bengel  :  "  Videbat  Festus,  naturarn  non  agere  in  Paulo  ;  gratiam 
non  vidit."  —  ra  TroAAo.  ypa/x/xara  admits  of  two  senses  :  the  many 
writings  which  thou  readest  (Kuin.  Mey.  Hws.),  or  the  much  learn 
ing  which  thou  hast  or  art  reputed  to  have  (Neand.  De  Wet. 
Alf.).  The  latter  is  the  more  natural  idea  (as  Meyer  now  holds), 
and  may  have  been  suggested  to  the  mind  of  Festus  from  his 
having  heard  that  Paul  was  distinguished  among  the  Jews  for 
his  scholarship.  It  is  less  probable  that  he  was  led  to  make  the 
remark  because  he  was  struck  with  the  evidence  of  superior 
knowledge  evinced  in  Paul's  address.  It  was  able  and  eloquent, 
but  would  not  be  characterized  as  learned  in  any  very  strict  sense 
of  the  term. 

V.  25.  ov  fj.aLvofw.ij  K.  T.  X.,  I  am  not  mad,  etc.  This  reply  of 
Paul  is  unsurpassed  as  a  model  of  Christian  courtesy  and  self- 
command.  Doddridge  takes  occasion  to  say  here,  that,  "  if  great 
and  good  men  who  meet  with  rude  and  insolent  treatment  in  the 
defence  of  the  gospel  would  learn  to  behave  with  such  modera 
tion,  it  would  be  a  great  accession  of  strength  to  the  Christian 
cause."  —  KpaTLo-Tc,  most  excellent,  as  in  23,  26.  —  oX^&ia?,  of  truth, 
as  opposed,  not  to  falsehood  (his  veracity  was  not  impeached), 
but  to  the  fancies,  hallucinations,  of  a  disordered  intellect.  — 
o-utfrpoo-vvrjs  is  the  opposite  of  /xavta,  i.  e.  a  sound  mind. 

V.  26.  eVtoTaTai  ....  6  jSao-iAevq,  For  the  king  knoivs  ivell  con 
cerning  these  things,  viz.  the  death  and  resurrection  of  Christ. 
The  apostle  is  assured  that  Agrippa  has  heard  of  the  events  con 
nected  with  the  origin  of  Christianity,  and  could  not  deny  that 
they  were  supported  by  evidence  too  credible  to  make  it  reproach 
ful  to  a  man's  understanding  to  admit  the  reality  of  the  facts.  — 
Trpos  ov  /ecu  Trapp-^na^o/zevos  AaAai,  unto  ivliom  also  (i.  e.  while  he  has 
this  knowledge  and  on  that  account)  I  speak  boldly,  without  fear 
of  contradiction.  —  eV  ywvta,  in  a  corner,  secretly  (litotes)  ;  on  the 
contrary,  at  Jerusalem,  the  capital  of  the  nation.  The  expression 
was  current  in  this  sense  (Wetst).  —  TOVTO  =  TOVTWV  just  before. 
The  plural  views  the  circumstances  in  detail,  the  singular  as  a 
whole.  See  the  note  on  5,  5. 

V.  27.  Trio-revets,  K.  r.  A.  As  Agrippa  professed  to  believe  the 
Scriptures,  which  foretold  that  the  Messiah  would  rise  from  the 
dead,  he  was  bound  to  admit  that  there  was  nothing  irrational  or 


CHAP.  XXVI,  28.  29.  COMMENTARY.  407 

improbable  in  the  apostle's  testimony  concerning  an  event  which 
accomplished  that  prophecy. 

V.  28.  lv  oAiyu)  (sc.  xP^y)  •  •  •  •  ywe<rS<u>  In  a  little  time  (at 
this  rate)  you  persuade  me  to  become  a  Christian  (Wetst.  Raph. 
Kuin.  Neand.  De  Wet.  Rob.).  It  was  not  uncommon  in  Greek 
to  omit  xpovos  after  this  adjective.  Wetstein,  Raphel  (Anott.  II. 
p.  188),  and  others,  have  produced  decisive  examples  of  this  ellip 
sis.  By  taking  lv  oA.iyu>  as  quantitative,  instead  of  temporal, 
Meyer  brings  out  this  sense  from  the  expression  :  With  little,  i.  e. 
trouble,  effort,  you  persuade  me  to  become  a  Christian ;  in  other 
words  (said  sarcastically),  You  appeal  to  me  as  if  you  thought 
me  an  easy  convert  to  your  faith.  This  would  be,  no  doubt,  the 
correct  explanation,  if,  with  Meyer,  Tischendorf,  and  others,  we 
adopt  lv  /xeyuAu)  as  the  correct  reading  in  Paul's  reply,  instead  of 
lv  TroAAcp ;  but  -the  testimony  for  the  common  text  outweighs  that 
against  it  (Neand.  De  Wet.).  It  is  held,  at  present,  to  be  unphi- 
lological  to  translate  lv  oAiyo),  almost  (Bez.  Grot.  E.  V.).  The 
Greek  for  that  sense  would  have  been  oAiyov,  oAiyov  Set,  or  Trap 
oXiyov.  The  translation  of  the  common  version  appears  first  in 
the  Geneva  version.  Tyndale  and  Cranmer  render :  "  Somewhat 
thou  bringest  me  in  mind  for  to  become  a  Christian."  Agrippa 
appears  to  have  been  moved  by  the  apostle's  earnest  manner, 
but  attempts  to  conceal  his  emotion  under  the  form  of  a  jest. 

V.  29.  ev£a.ifjir]v  av  TW  $eu),  I  could  pray  to  God,  i.  e.  if  I  obeyed 
the  impulse  of  my  own  heart,  though  it  may  be  unavailing.  For 
6.v  with  the  optative,  see  W.  $  41.  1.  b  ;  B.  5  139.  m.  15.  —  *ai  lv 
oXiya)  Kal  lv  TToAAaJ,  both  in  a  little  and  in  much  time.  We  may 
paraphrase  the  idea  thus :  "  I  could  wish  that  you  might  become 
a  Christian  in  a  short  time,  as  you  say ;  and  if  not  in  a  short  time, 
in  a  long  time.  I  should  rejoice  in  such  an  event,  could  it  ever 
take  place,  whether  it  were  sooner  o*  later."  If  we  read  ev 
/xeyaA.0),  the  words  would  then  mean,  whether  by  little  effort  or  by 
great ;  whether  he  was  to  be  converted  with  ease  or  difficulty.  — 
Trape/o-os  ran/  8eo-/xa>v  TOV'TWI/,  except  these  chains,  which  were  hanging 
upon  his  arms  as  he  made  his  defence.  See  note  on  12,  6. 
Though  separated  from  his  keepers,  he  must  wear  still  the 
badges  of  his  condition.  Hess  writes  (II.  p.  459)  as  if  the  sol 
diers  were  present  and  Paul  was  bound  to  them.  Some  have 
taken  the  language  as  figurative  :  except  this  state  of  captiriti/. 
The  literal  sense  is  not  inconsistent  with  an  occasional  Roman 
usage.  Tacitus  mentions  the  following  scene  as  having  occurred 
in  the  Roman  Senate  (Ann.  4.  28) :  "  Reus  pater,  accusator  filius 
(nomen  utrique  Vibius  Serenus)  in  seiiatum  inducti  suut.  Ab 
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exilio  retractus  et  turn  catena  vinctus,  orante  filio.  At  contra  reus 
nihil  infracto  animo,  ob versus  in  filium  quatere  vincla3  vocare  ul- 
tores  deos,"  etc. 

VERSES  30-32.     Agrippa  pronounces  Paul  innocent. 

V.  30.  The  best  authorities  read  di/eVr*;  TC  without  KOL  ravra 
€i7Tovro5  OLVTOV.  —  6  is  repeated  before  /foo-iAevs  and  ^ye/xwv,  because 
they  are  the  titles  of  different  persons.  —  ot  o-iryKa^/tei/ot  avrots, 
those  who  sat  with  them,  are  the  military  officers  and  magistrates 
who  were  mentioned  in  25,  23.  The  parties  are  named  as  rising 
and  leaving  the  hall  in  the  order  of  their  rank. 

V.  31.  dvaxwpijo-ai/res,  having  retired,  withrawn  from  the  place 
of  audience  (see  25,  23)  ;  not  apart  simply  in  the  same  room.  — 
eA.aA.ow  7T/305  dAArjAous,  talked  with  one  another.  The  object  of  the 
conference  was  to  ascertain  Agrippa's  opinion  in  regard  to  the 
merits  of  the  case.  For  ovSev  Savdrov  a£iov  rj  oW/Acov,  nothing  wor 
thy  of  death,  etc.,  see  on  23,  29.  —  ovSev  Trpao-o-a,  does  nothing  in 
that  he  holds  such  opinions,  pursues  such  a  course.  See  W. 
$  40.  2.  c.  It  is  not  an  instance  of  the  present  for  the  perfect 
(Kuin.). 

V.  32.  cbroAeAucr^ai  eSwaro,  could  have  been  (not  could  be)  re 
leased,  i.  e.  at  any  previous  time  since  his  apprehension,  before 
his  appeal  to  Caesar.  It  will  be  seen  that  both  verbs  are  in  the 
past  tense.  As  the  appeal  had  been  accepted,  it  could  not  be 
withdrawn,  even  with  the  consent  of  the  parties.  The  procura 
tor  had  now  lost  the  control  of  the  case,  and  had  no  more  power 
to  acquit  the  prisoner  than  to  condemn  him  (Bottg.  Grot.).  —  One 
effect  of  Agrippa's  decision  may  have  been  that  Festus  modified 
his  report,  commended  Paul  to  the  clemency  of  the  court  at 
Rome.  See  on  28,  16. 


CHAPTER   XXVII. 

VERSES   1-5.     Paid  embarks  at  Ccesareafor  Rome,  and  proceeds  as 
far  as  Myra. 

V.  1.  us,  as,  presents  eVpi^  as  immediately  antecedent  to 
7-apeSt'Sow.  —  tKp$r)  relates  to  the  time  of  departure,  not  to  the 
original  purpose  that  Paul  should  be  sent;  see  25,  21. — TOT)  UTTOTT- 
is  a  lax  use  of  the  telic  infinitive ;  the  conception  being  that 
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the  decision  took  place  with  a  view  to  the  sailing.  W.  $  44.  4.  b. 
—  i7/xa9,  its,  includes  the  historian  as  one  of  the  party;  last  used 
in  21,  18.  —  TrapeSiSow,  proceeded  to  deliver  (imperfect  as  related  to 
eKpiSr)),  or,  delivered,  as  a  series  of  acts.  The  plural  subject  of 
the  verb  refers  to  those  who  acted  in  this  case  under  the  com 
mand  of  the  procurator.  —  cre/aovs,  other,  i.  e.  additional,  prisoners, 
not  different  in  character  from  Paul,  viz.  heathen,  as  Meyer  sup 
poses.  Luke  uses  that  term  and  oAAo?  indiscriminately  ;  see  15, 
35;  17,  34.  —  The  statement  here,  that  not  only  Paul,  but  certain 
other  prisoners,  were  'sent  by  the  same  ship  into  Italy,  implies,  as 
Paley  remarks  after  Lardner,  that  the  sending  of  persons  from 
Judea  to  be  tried  at  Rome  was  a  common  practice.  Josephus 
confirms  this  intimation  by  a  variety  of  instances.  Among  others, 
he  mentions  the  following,  which  is  the  more  pertinent  as  it  took 
place  about  this  time.  "Felix,"  he  says  (Life,  §  3),  "for  some 
slight  offence,  bound  and  sent  to  Rome  several  priests  of  his  ac 
quaintance,  honorable  and  good  men,  to  answer  for  themselves 
to  Cassar."  —  o-Tmp???  St/Wr?;?,  of  the  Augustan  cohort.  It  is  well 
established  that  several  legions  in  the  Roman  army,  certainly 
the  2d,  3d,  and  8th,  bore  the  above  designation.  No  ancient  wri 
ter,  however,  mentions  that  any  one  of  these  was  stationed  in  the 
East.  Some  critics  suppose,  notwithstanding  the  absence  of  any 
notice  to  this  effect,  that  such  may  have  been  the  fact,  and  that 
one  of  the  cohorts  belonging  to  this  legion,  and  distinguished  by 
the  same  name,  had  its  quarters  at  Ca3sarea.  The  more  approved 
opinion  is,  that  it  was  an  independent  cohort,  assigned  to  that 
particular  service,  and  known  as  the  Augustan  or  imperial,  be 
cause,  with  reference  to  its  relation  to  the  procurator,  it  corres 
ponded  in  some  sense  to  the  emperor's  life-guard  at  Rome.1  It 
may  have  taken  the  place  of  the  Italian  cohort,  which  was  men 
tioned  in  10,  1  ;  or,  very  possibly,  as  Meyer  suggests,  may  have 
been  identical  with  it.  The  two  names  are  not  inconsistent  with 
this  latter  opinion.  Augustan  may  have  been  the  honorary  ap 
pellation  of  the  cohort,  while  it  was  called  Italian  by  the  people, 
because  it  consisted  chiefly  of  Italians  or  Romans.  The  other 
four  cohorts  at  Caesarea,  as  stated  by  Josephus  (Antt.  20.  8.  7  ; 
19.  9.  2),  were  composed  principally  of  Cresareans,  or  Samaritans. 
Hence,  again,  some  explain  cnrcip^?  2e/?ao-r^?  as  meaning  Scbas- 


1  Such  exceptions  to  the  general  system  occur  under  every  military  estal>li«;h- 
ment.  Speaking  of  that  of  England  at  a  certain  period,  Mr.  Macaulay  says  that 
"  a  troop  of  dragoons,  which  did  not  form  part  of  any  regiment,  was  stationed 
near  Berwick,  for  the  purpose  of  keeping  the  peace  among  the  moss-tmnj-n-s  of 
the  border." 
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tenean  or  Samaritan  cohort,  since  the  city  of  Samaria  bore  also 
the  Greek  name  ^epaa-Tr}  in  honor  of  the  Emperor  Augustus. 
But  in  that  case,  as  Winer  (Realw.  II.  p.  338),  De  Wette,  Meyer. 
and  others  decide,  we  should  have  expected  ^e/3ao-Tr/vu>v,  instead 
of  2e/?ao-T7}5,  or  an  adjective  equivalent  in  sense,  formed  like 
'IraXtK/J  in  10.  1.  Wieseler  (p.  391)  has  proposed  another  view 
of  the  expression.  It  appears  that  Nero  organized  a  body-guard, 
which  he  denominated  Angustani  ( Suet.  Ner.  20.  25)  or  Augus- 
tiani  (Tac.  Ann.  14.  15).  The  critic  just  named  thinks  that  Ju 
lius  may  have  been  a  centurion  in  that  cohort,  whose  station  of 
course  was  at  Rome ;  and  that,  having  been  sent  to  the  East  for 
the  execution  of  some  public  service,  he  was  now  returning  to 
Italy  with  these  prisoners  under  his  charge.  But  that  guard,  as 
Wieseler  himself  mentions,  was  organized  in  the  year  A.  D.  60  ; 
and,  according  to  his  own  plan  of  chronology  in  the  Acts,  it  was 
in  that  very  year  thai  Paul  was  sent  from  Csesarea  to  Rome. 
This  coincidence  in  point  of  time  leaves  room  for  a  possibility 
that  the  centurion  may  have  left  his  post  of  duty  thus  early,  but 
encumbers  the  supposition  with  a  strong  improbability.  Mr.  How- 
son  admits  the  force  of  this  objection.  The  Roman  discipline, 
says  Meyer,  would  have  given  the  procurator  no  claim  to  the 
service  of  such  an  officer. 

Y.  2.  TrAoio)  'ASpa/z-irrr^vo),  a  vessel  of  Adramyttium,  which  was 
a  seaport  of  Mysia,  on  the  eastern  shore  of  the  .^Egean  Sea,  op 
posite  to  Lesbos.  It  was  on  a  bay  of  the  same  name,  and  was 
then  a  flourishing  city.  Pliny  speaks  of  it  as  one  of  the  most 
considerable  towns  in  that  vicinity.  No  antiquities  have  been 
found  here  except  a  few  coins.  —  Some  critics  prefer  //.e'AAoj/n  to 
the  common  /xe'AAovre?  (Grsb.  Mey.  Tsch.),  though  it  is  doubtful 
whether  the  latter  should  be  relinquished  (De  Wet.). — TrAeu/  rovs 
Kara  rrtv  'Ao-t'av  TCTTOJ?,  to  sail  the  places  along  (the  coast  of)  Asia, 
i.  e.  touch  at  them  here  and  there  on  the  way  to  their  port.  This 
intransitive  verb  may  govern  an  accusative,  after  the  analogy  of 
vopcvcvSai  6SoV  and  the  like.  K.  279.  R.  5.  See  Kriig.  Gr.  $  46. 
6.  3.  Some  regard  TOTTOVS  as  the  place  ichither  (Win.  De  Wet.) 
which  confounds  the  incidental  delays  with  the  end  of  the  voy 
age.  A  few  copies  have  ek  after  -rrXtlv,  which  was  inserted,  no 
doubt,  to  render  the  construction  easier.  As  Myra  was  one  of 
the  places  where  the  ship  stopped,  Asia  here  may  denote  Asia 
Minor.  Luke's  prevalent  use  of  the  term  restricts  it  to  the  west 
ern  countries  washed  by  the  ^Egean.  —  It  would  appear  that  they 
embarked  in  this  Adramyttian  ship  because  they  had  no  oppor 
tunity  fit  this  time  to  sail  directly  from  Caesarea  to  Italy.  "  The 
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vessel  was  evidently  bound  for  her  own  port,  and  her  course  from 
Csesarea  thitlier  necessarily  led  her  close  past  the  principal  sea 
ports  of  Asia.  Now,  this  is  also  the  course  which  a  ship  would 
take  in  making  a  voyage  from  Syria  to  Italy ;  they  would,  there 
fore,  be  so  far  on  their  voyage  when  they  reached  the  coast  of 
Asia,  and  in  the  great  commercial  marts  on  that  coast  they  could 
nut  fail  to  find  an  opportunity  for  proceeding  to  their  ulterior  des 
tination."  ]  The  opportunity  which  they  expected  presented  itself 
at  Myra  (v.  0).  —  'Aptarap^ov.  This  is  the  Aristarchus  named  in 
19,  29 ;  20,  4.  Our  English  translators  speak  of  him,  very  strange 
ly,  as  "one  Aristarchus,"  as  if  he  were  otherwise  unknown.  That 
he  accompanied  Paul  to  Rome  appears  also  from  Philem.  24  ; 
Col.  4,  10 ;  which  Epistles  the  apostle  wrote  while  in  that  city. 
In  the  latter  passage  he  terms  Aristarchus  crwcu^dAorros,  which, 
if  taken  literally,  would  lead  us  to  suppose  that  he  too  had  been 
apprehended  and  was  now  sent  as  a  prisoner  to  Home.  But  in 
Philem.  24  he  is  called  merely  trwcpyos,  and  hence  it  is  more  prob 
able  that  he  went  with  the  apostle  of  his  own  accord,  and  that 
he  received  the  other  appellation  merely  as  a  commendatory  one, 
because  by  such  devotion  to  him  he  had  thus  made  Paul's  cap 
tivity  as  it  were  his  own.  This  is  the  general  opinion  of  critics. 
We  have  every  reason  to  suppose  that  Luke  also  went  as  the 
voluntary  companion  of  the  apostle. 

V.  3.  Karrfx-biiiev  €fc  StSuW,  ice  landed  at  Sidon,  the  modern 
Saida.  This  city  had  anciently  one  of  the  finest  harbors  in 
the  East,  and  was  celebrated  at  this  time  for  its  wealth  and 
commerce.  It  was  the  rival  of  Tyre ;  see  21,3.  The  vessel 
stopped  here  perhaps  for  purposes  of  trade.  They  must  have 
sailed  quite  near  to  the  shore,  and  the  views  on  land  which 
passed  under  their  notice  were,  first,  the  mountains  of  Samaria  in 
the  background,  then  the  bold  front  of  Carmel,  the  city  of  Ptole- 
mais  with  the  adjacent  plain  of  Esdrselon,  the  lulls  about  Naza- 


1  "The  Voyage  and  Shipwreck  of  St.  Paul,"  etc.  By  James  Smith,  Esq.,  of 
Jordanhill,  F.  R.  S.,  etc.  London,  1848  and  1856.  I  have  availed  myself  freely 
of  the  illustrations  of  this  valuable  treatise  in  the  commentary  on  this  chapter  and 
the  next.  No  work  has  appeared  fora  long  time  that  lias  thrown  so  much  light  upon 
any  equal  portion  of  .the  Scriptures.  The  author  is  entirely  justified  in  expressing  his 
belief,  that  the  searching  examination  to  which  he  has  subjected  the  narrative  has 
furnished  anew  and  distinct  argument  for  establishing  the  authenticity  of  the  Act*. 
It  would  occasion  too  much  repetition  to  quote  this  work  in  a  formal  manner.  1 
am  indebted  to  Mr.  Smith  for  nearly  all  the  quotations  from  English  travellers 
and  for  most  of  the  explanations  which  involve  a  knowledge  of  nautical  mat 
ters. 
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reth,1  and  perhaps  the  heads  of  Gilboa  and  Tabor,  the  white  chiFs 
of  Cape  Blanco  or  Ras  el-Abiad,  Tyre  with  its  crowded  port,  and 
the  southern  ridges  of  Lebanon.  —  Saida  is  now  the  seat  of  a 
flourishing  mission  from  this  country,  with  an  outpost  at  Has- 
beiya  near  the  foot  of  Mount  Hermon.  —  The  distance  from 
Ceesarea  to  Sidon  was  sixty-seven  geographical  miles.  As  they 
performed  the  voyage  in  a  single  day,  they  must  have  had  a  fa 
vorable  wind.  The  prevailing  winds  now  in  that  part  of  the 
Mediterranean,  at  the  period  of  the  year  then  arrived,  are  the 
westerly;2  and  such  a  wind  would  have  served  their  purpose. 
The  coast  line  between  the  two  places  bears  N.  N.  E.  The  sea 
son  of  the  year  at  which  Paul  commenced  the  voyage  is  known 
from  v.  9.  It  must  have  been  near  the  close  of  summer,  or  early 
in  September.  —  ^tXav^ptuTrws  ....  xp^o-a/Aevos.  It  is  interesting 
to  observe  that  the  centurion  manifested  the  same  friendly  dispo 
sition  towards  the  apostle  throughout  the  voyage.  See  v.  43  ; 
28,  16.  It  is  not  impossible  that  he  had  been  present  on  some 
of  the  occasions  when  Paul  defended  himself  before  his  judges 
(see  24,  1 ;  25,  23),  and  that  he  was  not  only  convinced  of  his 
prisoner's  innocence,  but  had  been  led  to  feel  a  personal  interest 
in  his  character  and  fortunes.  —  rovs  </>t'Aovs,  the  friends,  believers 
in  that  place.  Sidon  was  a  Phoenician  city;  and,  as  we  learn 
from  11,  19,  the  gospel  had  been  preached  in  Phoenicia  at  an  early 
period.  See  on  21,  4.  The  narrative  presupposes  that  Paul  had 
informed  the  centurion  that  there  were  Christians  here.  —  Tropeu- 
Sivra  agrees  with  the  suppressed  subject  of  TV\€LV ;  comp.  26,  20. 
K.  $  307.  R.  2.  It  is  corrected  in  some  manuscripts  to  7ropeu#eVn, 
agreeing  with  aura),  implied  after  £7r€rp€i//e. 

V.  4.  vTTCTrXcvo-afjitv,  K.  r.  A.,  we  sailed  under  Cyprus  because  the 
winds  were  contrary.  It  is  evident  from  the  next  verse  that  they 
left  this  island  on  the  left  hand  and  passed  to  the  north  of  it,  in 
stead  of  going  to  the  south,  which  would  have  been  their  direct 


i  From  Neby  Ismail  on  the  hill  behind  Nazareth,  I  could  see  distinctly  Mount 
Cannel  with  its  foot  running  out  into  the  sea,  the  entire  sweep  of  the  bay  from 
Carmel  to  Akka,  the  plain  of  Akka  and  the  town  itself,  with  glimpses  of  the 
Mediterranean  at  other  points  up  and  down  the  coast  between  the  opening  hills.  It 
is  not  certain  that  Tabor  can  be  made  out  at  sea,  though  the  sea  can  be  distin 
guished  as  a  blue  line  along  the  edge  of  the  horizon  from  the  summit  of  Tabor. 

*  An  English  naval  officer,  at  sea  near  Alexandria,  under  date  of  July  4th, 
1798,  writes  thus  :  "  The  wind  continues  to  the  westward.  I  am  sorry  to  find  it 
almost  as  prevailing  as  the  trade  winds."  Again,  on  the  19th  of  the  next  month, 
he  says  :  "  We  have  just  gained  sight  of  Cyprus,  nearly  the  track  we  followed  six 
weeks  ago,  so  invariably  do  the  westerly  winds  prevail  at  this  season." 
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course  in  proceeding  from  Sidon  to  Proconsular  Asia.  The  rea 
son  assigned  for  this  is,  that  the  winds  were  adverse  to  them. 
Such  would  have  been  the  effect  of  the  westerly  winds  which, 
as  before  stated,  prevail  on  that  coast  at  this  season,  and  which 
had  favored  their  progress  hitherto.  It  may  be  supposed,  there 
fore,  that,  these  winds  still  continuing,  they  kept  on  their  northern 
course  after  leaving  Sidon,  instead  of  turning  towards. the  west 
or  northwest,  as  they  would  have  done  under  favorable  circum- 
'stances.  It  is  entirely  consistent  with  this  view  that  they  are 
said  to  have  sailed  under  Cyprus,  if  we  adopt  the  meaning  of  this 
expression  which  some  of  the  ablest  authorities  attach  to  it 
"VVetstein  has  stated  what  appears  to  be  the  true  explanation  as 
follows :  "  Ubi  navis  vento  contrario  cogitur  a  rectu  cursu  dece- 
dere,  ita  ut  tune  insula  sit  interposita  inter  ventum  et  navem, 
dicitur  fern  infra  insulam."  (Nov.  Test.  II.  p.  637.)  According 
to  this  opinion,  VTTO  in  the  verb  affirms  merely  that  the  ship  was 
on  that  side  of  the  island  from  which  the  wind  was  blowing,  i.  e. 
to  use  a  sea  phrase,  on  the  lee  side.  It  decides  nothing  of  itself 
with  respect  to  their  vicinity  to  the  island ;  though,  from  the  na 
ture  of  the  case,  it  would  not  be  natural  to  speak  of  sailing  under 
a  land,  or  being  on  the  lee  of  it,  unless  the  land  was  somewhere 
near,  rather  than  remote.  In  this  instance  they  passed  within 
sight  of  Cyprus,  since  that  island  was  visible  from  the  Syrian 
coast.  See  the  note  on  13,  4.  Many  commentators,  on  the  other 
hand,  render  vTrcTrAeuo-a/Aev  rr/v  KvTrpov,  we  sailed  near  Cyprus,  as  it 
were  under  its  projecting  shore.  In  this  case  they  must  have  had 
a  different  wind  from  that  supposed  above,  in  order  to  enable 
them  to  cross  from  the  coast  of  Palestine  to  that  of  Cyprus ;  but 
having  gained  that  position,  they  must  then  have  gone  around  to 
the  north  of  that  island,  in  accordance  precisely  with  the  other 
representation. 

V.  5.      TO  Trc'Xayos  TO  Kara,  TT/V  KiAi/aav  /cat  HafJi^vXiav,  the  sea  along 

Cilicia  and  PatnpkyKa,  i.  e.  the  coast  of  those  countries.  The 
Cilician  Sea  extended  so  far  south  as  to  include  even  Cyprus. 
That  pass  the  Greeks  called  also  Aulon  Cilwium.1  The  Pamphy- 
lian  Sea  lay  directly  west  of  the  Cilician.  Luke  says  nothing  of 
any  delay  in  these  seas,  and  the  presumption  is  that  the  voyage 
here  was  a  prosperous  one.  This  agrees  perfectly  with  what 
would  be  expected  under  that  coast  at  that  season  of  the  year. 
Instead  of  the  westerly  winds  which  had  been  opposed  to  them 
since  their  departure  from  Sidon,  they  would  be  favored  now  by 

1  Hoffmann's  Griechculand  und  die  Griechen,  Vol.  II.  p.  1335. 
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a  land  breeze *  which  prevails  there  during  the  summer  months, 
as  well  as  by  a  current  which  constantly  runs  to  the  westward 
along  the  coast  of  Asia  Minor.2  Their  object  in  standing  so  far 
to  the  north  was  no  doubt  to  take  advantage  of  these  circum 
stances,  which  were  well  known  to  ancient  mariners.  —  Mupa  rfjs 
/Vu/a'as.  Myra  was  in  the  south  of  Lycia,  two  or  three  miles  from 
the  coast  .(Forbg.  Handb.  II.  p.  256).  The  vicinity  abounds  still 
in  magnificent  ruins,  though  some  of  them,  especially  the  rock 
tombs,  denote  a  later  age  than  that  of  the  apostle.3  The  ancient* 
port  of  Myra  was  Andriaca,  which  was  identified  by  Captain 
Beaufort  at  the  bay  of  Andraki,  "  where  the  boats  trading  with 
the  district  still  anchor,  or  find  shelter  in  a  deep  river  opening 
into  it." 

VERSES  6-12.     Incidents  of  the  Voyage  from  Myra  to  Crete. 

V.  6.  TT\OIOV  'AAe£av8pu>ov  TrAeov,  an  Alexandrian  ship  about 
Bailing.  The  participle  describes  a  proximate  future,  as  in  21,  2. 
3,  etc.  This  ship  was  bound  directly  for  Italy,  having  a  cargo  of 
wheat,  as  we  learn  from  v.  38.  See  the  note  there.  Egypt  at 
this  time,  it  is  well  known,  was  one  of  the  granaries  of  Rome  ; 
and  the  vessels  employed  for  the  transportation  of  corn  from  that 
country  were  equal  in  size  to  the  largest  merchant-vessels  of 
modern  times.  Hence  this  ship  was  able  to  .accommodate  the 
centurion  and  his  numerous  party,  in  addition  to  its  own  crew 
and  lading.  Josephus  states  (Life,  $  3)  that  the  ship  in  which  he 


1  M.  de  Pages,  a  French  navigator,  who  was  making  a  voyage  from  Syria  to 
Marseilles,  took  the  same  course,  for  which  he  assigns  also  the  reason  which  influ 
enced  probably  the  commander  of  Paul's  ship.     "  The  winds  from  the  west,"  ho 
says,  "  and  consequently  contrary,  winch  prevail  in  these  places  in  the  summer, 
forced  us  to  run  to  the  north.     We  made  for  the  coast  of  Caramania  ( Cilicia)  in 
order  to  meet  the  northerly  winds,  and  which  we  found  accordingly." 

2  "From  Syria  to  the  Archipelago,  there  is  a  constant  current  to  the  westward." 
—  Beaufort's  Description  of  the   South  Coast  of  Asia  Minor,  p.  39.     Pococke 
found  this  current  running  so  strong  between  Rhodes  and  the  continent,  that  it 
broke  into  the  cabin  windows  even  in  calm  weather.  —  Description  of  the  East, 
Vol.  II.  p.  236. 

8  "  The  village  of  Dembra  (the  Turkish  name  of  the  modern  Myra)  occupies  a 
small  part  of  the  site  of  the  ancient  city  of  Myra.  The  acropolis  crowns  the  bold  preci 
pice  above.  —  We  commenced  the  ascent  to  the  acropolis,  at  first  exceedingly  dif 
ficult,  until  we  found  an  ancient  road  cut  out  of  the  rock,  with  steps  leading  to  the 
summit.  The  walls  of  the  acropolis  are  entirely  built  of  small  stones  with  mortar. 
We  saw  no  remains  of  any  more  substantially  or  solidly  built  structures  ;  but  it  is 
evidently  the  hill  alluded  to  by  Strabo,  upon  which  '  Myra  is  said  to  have  been 
situated.'" — Spratt  and  Forbes,  Vol.  I.  p.  132. 
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was  wrecked  in  his  voyage  to  Italy  contained  six  hundred  per 
sons.  Myra  was  almost  due  north  from  Alexandria;  and  it  is 
not  improbable  that  the  same  westerly  winds  which  forced  the 
Adramyttian  ship  to  the  east  of  Cyprus  drove  the  Alexandrian 
ship  to  Myra.  The  usual  course  from  Alexandria  to  Italy  was 
by  the  south  of  Crete  ;  but  when  this  was  impracticable,  vessels 
sailing  from  that  port  were  accustomed  to  stand  to  the  north  till 
they  reached  the  coast  of  Asia  Minor,  and  then  proceed  to  Italy 
through  the  southern  part  of  the  ^Egean.  See  the  proofs  of  this 
statement  in  Wetstein.  The  Alexandrian  ship  was  not,  there 
fore,  out  of  her  course  at  Myra,  even  if  she  had  no  call  to  touch 
there  for  the  purposes  of  commerce.  It  may  be  added,  that  "the 
land  breeze  on  the  Cilician  coast  appears  to  be  quite  local,  and 
consequently  might  enable  Paul's  ship  to  reach  Myra,  although 
the  prevalent  wind  did  not  admit  of  the  ships  in  that  harbor  pro 
ceeding  on  their  voyage."  —  This  vessel  must  have  reached  Myra 
in  August  or  early  in  September,  according  to  v.  9  below.  That 
an.  Alexandrian  wheat  ship  now  should  have  been  here,  just  at 
this  time,  suggests  a  coincidence  which  may  be  worth  pointing 
out.  At  the  present  day,  the  active  shipping  season  at  Alexan 
dria  commences  about  the  first  of  August.  The  rise  of  the  Nile 
is  then  so  far  advanced  that  the  produce  of  the  interior  can  be 
brought  to  that  city,  where  it  is  shipped  at  once  and  sent  to  dif 
ferent  parts  of  Europe.  At  the  beginning  of  August  in  1852,  as 
I  saw  it  stated  in  the  circular  of  a  commercial  house  at  Alexan 
dria,  there  were  twelve  vessels  then  taking  on  board  grain  car 
goes,  just  received  from  Upper  Egypt.  Thus  it  appears  that  the 
Alexandrian  ship  mentioned  by  Luke  may  have  left  Egypt  not 
only  after  the  grain  harvest  of  the  year  had  been  gathered  (it  is 
ripe  at  the  end  of  March),  but  just  at  the  time  when  cargoes  or 
the  earliest  cargoes  of  that  kind  could  be  obtained  there  ;  and, 
further,  that  the  ship  would  have  had,  after  this,  just  about  the 
time  requisite  for  reaching  Myra,  when  Paul's  ship  arrived  at  the 
same  place.  —  cvefiiftaa-cv  -^//.as  ci?  avro  (a  vox  nautica),  he  put  us  on 
board  of  it.  It  will  be  noticed  that  Luke  employs  such  terms 
with  great  frequency,  and  with  singular  precision.  He  uses,  for 
example,  not  less  than  thirteen  different  verbs  which  agree  in  this, 
that  they  mark  in  some  way  the  progression  of  the  ship,  but  which 
differ  inasmuch  as  they  indicate  its  distance  from  the  land,  rate 
of  movement,  direction  of  the  wind,  or  some  such  circumstance. 
With  the  exception  of  three  of  them,  they  are  all  nautical  ex 
pressions. 

V.  7.     lv  t/caveu?  Sc  Txcat?    SaSuTrAooiWcs.     The  distance  from 
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Myra  to  Cnidus  is  not  more  than  a  hundred  and  thirty  geograph 
ical  miles.  They  occupied;  therefore,  "  many  days  "  in  going  a 
distance  which  with  a  decidedly  fair  wind  they  could  have  gone 
in  a  single  day.  We  must  conclude  from  this,  that  they  were  re 
tarded  by  an  unfavorable  wind.  Such  a  wind  would  have  been 
one  from  the  northwest,  and  it  is  precisely  such  a  wind,  as  we 
learn  from  the  Sailing  Directions  for  the  Mediterranean,  that  pre 
vails  in  that  part  of  the  Archipelago  during  the  summer  months. 
According  to  Pliny,  it  begins  in  August,  and  blows  for  forty  days. 
Sailing  vessels  almost  invariably  experience  more  or  less  delay 
in  proceeding  to  the  west  in  this  part  of  the  Mediterranean  at 
that  season  of  the  year.  But  with  northwest  winds,  says  Mr. 
Smith,  the  ship  could  work  up  from  Myra  to  Cnidus ;  because, 
until  she  reached  that  point,  she  had  the  advantage  of  a  weather 
shore,  under  the  lee  of  which  she  would  have  smooth  water,  and, 
as  formerly  mentioned,  a  westerly  current ;  but  it  would  be  slow 
ly  and  with  difficulty.  /xoAis  refers  evidently  to  this  laborious 
progress,  and  not  (E.  V.)  to  the  fact  of  their  having  advanced 
barely  so  far.  —  KviSov.  Cnidus  was  the  name  both  of  a  penin 
sula  on  the  Carian  coast,  between  Cos  on  the  north  and  Rhodes 
on  the  south,  and  of  a  town  on  the  Triopian  promontory  which 
formed  the  end  of  this  peninsula.  It  is  the  town  that  is  intended 
here.  It  was  situated  partly  on  the  mainland,  and  partly  on  an 
island,  with  which  it  was  connected  by  a  causeway,  on  each  side 
of  which  was  an  artificial  harbor  (Forbg.  Hand.  II.  p.  221).  "  The 
small  one,"  says  Captain  Beaufort,  "  has  still  a  narrow  entrance 
betwreen  high  piers,  and  was  evidently  a  closed  basin  for  triremes. 
The  southern  and  largest  port  is  formed  by  two  transverse  moles; 
these  noble  works  were  carried  into  the  sea  at  the  depth  of  near 
ly  a  hundred  feet.  One  of  them  is  almost  perfect,  the  other, 
which  is  more  exposed  to  the  southwest  swell,  can  only  be  seen 
under  water."  l  —  ^  Trpoo-eoWos  -^/xas  roO  dve/>tov,  the  wind  not  per 
mitting  us  unto  it,  i.  e.  to  approach  Cnidus,  to  take  shelter  in  the 
harbor  there,  which  would  have  been  their  first  preference.  They 
adopted,  therefore,  the  only  other  alternative  which  was  left  to 
them.  Trpoo-eaw  does  not  occur  in  the  classics.  Trpds  cannot  well 
mean  further,  as  some  allege,  since  they  would  have  had  no  mo 
tive  to  continue  the  voyage  in  that  direction,  even  if  the  weather 


1  Caramania,  or  a  Brief  Description  of  the  South  Coast  of  Asia  Minor,  p.  76. 
"  Few  places  bear  more  incontestable  proofs  of  former  magnificence.  The  whole 
area  of  the  city  is  one  promiscuous  mass  of  ruins ;  among  which  may  be  traced 
streets  and  gateways,  porticos  and  theatres." 
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had  not  opposed  it.1  —  vTreTrXcixra/Aey  TIJV  ~Kp^Tif]v  Kara  SaA/xwr^v,  we 
sailed  under  (i.  e.  to  the  leeward  of)  Crete  against  Salmone,  a  pro 
montory  which  forms  the  eastern  extremity  of  that  island,  and 
bears  still  the  same  name.  An  inspection  of  the  map  will  show 
that  their  course  hither  from  Cnidus  must  have  been  nearly  south. 
The  wind  drove  them  in  this  direction.  It  has  been  said  that 
they  avoided  the  northern  side  of  Crete,  because  it  furnished  no 
good  ports  ;  but  such  is  not  the  fact.  Souda  and  Spina  Longa 
are  excellent  harbors  on  that  side  of  the  island.  Having  passed 
around  Salmone,  they  would  find  a  northwest  wind  as  much  op 
posed  to  them  in  navigating  to  the  westward  as  it  had  been  be 
tween  Myra  and  Cnidus  ;  but,  on  the  other  hand,  they  would 
have  for  a  time  a  similar  advantage  :  the  south  side  of  Crete  is 
a  weather  shore,  and  with  a  northwest  wind  they  could  advance 
along  the  coast,  until  they  reached  that  part  of  it  which  turns  de 
cidedly  towards  the  north.  Here  they  would  be  obliged  to  seek 
a  harbor,  and  wait  until  the  wind  changed.  The  course  of  move 
ment  indicated  by  Luke  tallies  exactly  with  these  conditions. 

V.  8.  /xoAts  TC  TrapaXeyopevoi  aoTrjv,  and  ivith  difficulty  coasting 
along  it,  viz.  Crete,  not  Salmone,  since  the  former,  though  not  so 
near,  is  the  principal  word.  Besides,  Salmone  was  not  so  much 
an  extended  shore  as  a  single  point,  and  at  all  events  did  not  ex 
tend  so  far  as  the  place  where  they  stopped.  This  participle  is 
a  nautical  word.  —  efc  TOTTOV  ....  Ai/zeVas,  unto  a  certain  place  called 
Fair  Havens.  No  ancient  writer  mentions  this  harbor,  but  no  one 
doubts  that  it  is  identical  with  the  place  known  still  under  the 
same  name,  on  the  south  of  Crete,  a  few  miles  to  the  east  of 
Cape  Matala.  This  harbor  consists  of  an  open  roadstead,  or 
rather  two  roadsteads  contiguous  to  each  other,  which  may  ac 
count  for  the  plural  designation.  It  is  adapted,  also,  by  its  situa 
tion,  to  afford  the  shelter  in  northwest  winds  which  the  anchorage 
mentioned  by  Luke  afforded  to  Paul's  vessel.  Nautical  authori 
ties  assure  us,  that  this  place  is  the  farthest  point  to  which  an 
ancient  ship  could  have  attained  with  northwesterly  winds,  be 
cause  here  the  land  turns  suddenly  to  the  north.  —  u>  ....  Aao-cua, 
near  to  which  was  the  city  Lasaa.  The  vicinity  of  this  place  ap- 

1  Mr.  Smith  supposes  that  the  winds  did  not  permit  their  proceeding  on  their 
course,  and  in  his  second  edition  (p.  76)  urges  against  me  the  authority  of  Admi 
ral  Penrose  as  maintaining  the  same  view.  It  is  not  claimed  that  the  Greek  word 
is  at  all  decisive,  but  that  the  nautical  reason  demands  their  interpretation.  It  does 
not  become  me  to  urge  ray  opinion  on  such  a  point  in  opposition  to  that  of  expe 
rienced  navigators.  One  would  say  as  a  critic  t'uit  vpoa-fuvTos  in  such  proximity 
to  Kara  Ti]V  KviSoi/  would  have  naturally  the  same  local  direction. 

"  53 
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pears  to  be  mentioned  because  it  was  better  known  than  Fair 
Havens.  In  the  first  edition  I  wrote  that  all  trace  of  Lasaea  was 
supposed  to  be  lost.  Since  then  an  English  traveller  in  Crete 
reports  that  the  name  is  applied  by  the  natives  to  the  site  of  an 
ancient  town  on  the  coast,  about  five  miles  east  of  Fair  Havens. 
Two  white  pillars,  masses  of  masonry  and  other  ruins  occur  on 
the  spot.1  Here  eyyu's  governs  w  as  an  adverb.  5V>  was>  incorpo 
rates  the  notice  with  the  history  without  excluding  the  present. 
Compare  17,  21.  23.  K.  §  256.  4.  a. 

V.  9.  IKOVQV  §e  xpovov  Siayevojuevou,  Now  a  long  time  having 
elapsed,  i.  e.  since  the  embarkation  at  Caesarea.  The  expression 
is  to  be  taken  in  a  relative  sense.  On  leaving  Palestine  >'  ^v 
expected  to  reach  Italy  before  the  arrival  of  the  stormy  scasc .  , 
and  would  have  accomplished  their  object  had  it  not  been  for 
unforeseen  delays.  —  oVros  r/S?/  e7rur<£aA.ous  TOV  TrXoos,  the  navigation 
being  now  unsafe,  i.  e.  at  this  particular  period  of  the  year.  irXoos 
is  a  later  Greek  form  for  TT\OV.  W.  $  8.  2.  b ;  S.  $  22.  2.  —  c\a  TO 
Kat,  K.  T.  A.,  because  also  the  fast  was  now  past,  /cat  adds  this  clause 
to  the  one  immediately  preceding,  in  order  to  fix  more  precisely 
the  limits  of  the  ^877  there,  by  informing  us  how  far  the  season 
was  advanced.  See  W.  §  53.  3.  c.  —  rty  v^o-raav  denotes  the  fast 
KOLT  e£ox?jv,  which  the  Jews  observed  on  the  great  day  of  expia 
tion,  which  fell  on  the  tenth  of  the  month  Tisri,  about  the  time 
of  the  autumnal  equinox.  See  Lev.  16,  29;  23,  27.  Jahn's 
Archaeol.  §  357.  Philo  also  says  that  no  prudent  man  thought  of 
putting  to  sea  after  this  season  of  the  year.  The  Greeks  and 
Romans  considered  the  period  of  safe  navigation  as  closing  in 
October,  and  recommencing  about  the  middle  of  March.  Luke's 
familiarity  with  the  Jewish  designations  of  time  rendered  it  en 
tirely  natural  for  him  to  describe  the  progress  of  the  year  in  this 
manner.  It  was  not  on  account  of  the  storms  merely  that  an 
cient  mariners  dreaded  so  much  a  voyage  in  "winter,  but  because 
the  rains,  prevailed  then,  and  the  clouds  obscured  the  sun  and 
stars  on  which  they  were  so  dependent  for  the  direction  of  their 
course.  See  the  note  on  v.  20.  —  -rrapyveL,  exhorted  them,  viz.  to 
remain  here  and  not  continue  the  voyage.  It  is  not  stated  in  so 
many  words  that  this  was  his  object,  but  it  may  be  inferred  from 
the  argument  which  he  employs,  and  from  the  representation  in 
the  next  two  verses,  that  they  renewed  the  voyage  in  opposition 
to  his  advice.  See  also  v.  21. 


1  Mr.  Smith  inserts  an  interesting  accciunt  of  this  discovery  (p.  262)  in  his  edi 
tion  of  1856. 
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V.  10.  $€copu>,  I  perceive,  have  reason  to  think.  This  verb  ex 
presses  a  judgment  which  he  had  formed  in  view  of  what  they 
had  already  experienced,  as  well  as  the  probabilities  of  the  case, 
looking  at  the  future.  The  revelation  which  he  afterward  re 
ceived  respecting  their  fate,  he  announces  in  very  different  terms; 
see  v.  23.  He  may  be  understood  as  declaring  his  own  personal 
conviction,  that,  if  they  now  ventured  to  sea  again,  the  ship  would 
certainly  be  wrecked,  and  that  among  so  many  some  of  them  at 
least  would  lose  their  lives.  None  lost  their  lives  in  fact,  and 
hence  Paul  could  not  speak  as  a  prophet  here.  The  apostles 
were  not  infallible,  except  in  their  sphere  as  religious  teachers. — 
In  OTL  ju,€Ta  £/?peoj<?,  K.  T.  A.,  we  have  a  union  of  two  different  modes 
of  expression.  The  sentence  begins  as  if  /te'XXa  6  TrAovs  was  to 
follow,  but  on  reaching  that  verb  the  construction  changes  to  the 
infinitive  with  its  subject,  as  if  on  had  not  preceded.  See  W.  $ 
63.  2.  c.  Such  variations  are  so  common,  even  in  the  best  writers, 
that  they  are  hardly  to  be  reckoned  as  anacoluthic. — yu-era  v/fyews 
/cat  7roAJ\%  £»7/>ua9,  with  violence  (lit.  insolence,  i.  e.  of  the  winds  and 
waves)  and  much  loss.  The  second  noun  states  an  effect  of  the 
first,  which  is  applied  here  in  a  sort  of  poetic  way,  like  our  "  sport" 
or  "riot"  of  the  elements.  Kuinoel  quotes  TO  re  *av/xa  xat  TTJV  airo 
TO>V  ofji(3pwv  v(3pw  ttTTo/xa^o/teva  in  Jos.  Antt.  3.  6.  4,  as  showing  this 
sense.  Horace  has  the  same  idea  in  his  "  ventis  debes  ludibri- 
um"  (Od.  1.  11.  14).  To  render  the  words  injury  and  loss  does 
violence  to  the  first  of  them,  and  makes  them  tautological. 
Some  have  relied  for  this  meaning  on  Find.  Pyth.  I.  140 ;  but  the 
poet  is  speaking,  says  Professor  Vomel,1  not  of  a  shipwreck,  but 
a  sea-fight,  and  v/?pi?  is  used  there  in  its  strictest  sense.  Meyer 
understands  it  of  the  rashness,  the  presumption,  which  they  would 
evince  in  committing  themselves  again  to  the  deep.  If  we  as 
sume  that  meaning  here,  we  are  to  retain  it  naturally  in  v.  21  ; 
and  it  would  be  there  a  term  of  reproach,  which  we  should  not 
expect  the  apostle  to  employ  in  such  an  address. 

V.  11.  kKarovrapxn^-  In  regard  to  the  termination,  see  on  10, 
1. — rep  Kvfiepvijry,  the  steersman,  whose  authority  in  ancient  ships 
corresponded  very  nearly  with  that  of  the  captain  in  our  vessels. 
—  T(3  vavt<\r)pto,  the  mcner,  to  whom  the  ship  belonged.  The  pro 
prietor,  instead  of  chartering  his  vessel  to  another,  frequently 
went  himself  in  her,  and  received  as  his  share  of  the  profit  tho 
money  paid  for  carrying  merchandise  and  passengers.  The 


1  Of  the  Gymnasium  at  Frankfort  otf  the  Maine.     In  his  Programme  for  1850, 
he  inserts  a  translation  of  this  chapter  of  the  Acts,  with  some  critical  remarks. 
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owners  of  the  cargo  hired  the  captain  and  the  mariners.  —  rots 
VTTO  TOV  UavXov  XeyojtxeVot?  changes  the  object  of  the  verb  (am^cro) 
from  that  of  a  person  to  a  thing.  Compare  26,  20. 

V.  12.  di/eu^eVov,  not  well  situated,  inconvenient.  The  harbor 
deserved  its  name  undoubtedly  (see  v.  8),  for  many  purposes,  but 
in  the  judgment  of  those  to  whose  opinion  it  was  most  natural 
that  the  centurion  should  defer,  it  was  not  considered  a  desirable 
place  for  wintering  (Trpos  Trapa^ei/Aao-tav).  The  question  was  not 
whether  they  should  attempt  to  proceed  to  Italy  during  the  pres 
ent  season,  but  whether  they  should  remain  here  in  preference 
to  seeking  some  other  harbor  where  they  might  hope  to  be  more 
secure.  In  this  choice  of  evils,  the  advice  of  Paul  was  that  they 
should  remain  here  ;  and  the  event  justified  his  discernment.1  — 
ot  TrAecbvs,  the  majority.  Their  situation  had  become  so  critical, 
that  a  general  consultation  was  held  as  to  what  should  be  done. 
—  /cd/m^ev,  also  from  there,  as  they  had  sailed  previously  from 
other  places,  see  v.  4.  6;  e/eeWev  (Lchm.)  is  less  correct.  —  efc 
4>oiViKa,  unto  Phoenix,  which  must  have  been  a  town  and  harbor 
in  the  south  of  Crete,  a  little  to  the  west  of  Fair  Havens ;  comp. 
on  v.  13.  The  palm-trees  in  that  region  are  supposed  to  have 
given  occasion  to  the  name.  Strabo  mentions  a  harbor  with  this 
name  on  the  south  of  Crete,  and  Ptolemy  mentions  a  town  called 
Phoenix,  with  a  port  which  he  terms  Phosnicus.  On  the  contrary, 
Stephanus  Byzantinus  calls  the  town  Phcenicus,  which  Hierocles, 
again,  calls  Phoenice.  See  HofFm.  Griechenland,  II.  p.  1334. 
The  best  way  to  harmonize  these  notices  is  to  suppose  that  the 
different  names  were,  at  times,  applied  promiscuously  to  the  town 
and  the  harbor.  It  is  uncertain  with  what  modern  port  we  are  to 
identify  the  ancient  Phoenix.  Anapolis,  Lutro  (unless  the  places 
differ  merely  as  town  and  harbor),  Sphakia,  Franco  Castello, 
Phineka,  have  each  been  supposed  to  be  that  port.  —  SITTWS  Swaivro, 
if  by  any  means  they  might  be  able,  etc.  Those  who  advise  the  step 
consider  it  perilous.  —  Ai/z€va  TT}S  K^r/res  ySAeTrovra  Kara  At)8a  Kai  Kara 

1  Paul's  dissent  from  the  general  opinion  has  appeared  to  some  very  singular ; 
for  the  bay  at  Fair  Havens,  open  to  nearly  one-half  of  the  compass,  was  ill  adapted, 
it  was  thought,  to  furnish  a  permanent  shelter.  But  recent  and  more  exact  obser 
vations  establish  the  interesting  fact  that  "  Fair  Havens  is  so  well  protected  by 
islands  and  reefs,  that  though  not  equal  to  Lutro,  it  must  be  a  very  fair  winter 
harbor ;  and  that  considering  the  suddenness,  the  frequency,  and  the  violence  with 
which  gales  of  northerly  wind  spring  up,  and  the  certainty  that  if  such  a  gale 
sprung  up  in  the  passage  from  Fair  Havens  to  Lutro  (Phcenix),  the  ship  must  be 
driven  off  to  sea,  the  prudence  of  the  advice  given  by  the  master  and  owner  was 
extremely  questionable,  and  that  the  advice  given  by  St.  Paul  may  possibly  be 
supported  even  on  nautical  grounds."  Smith,  p.  88  (1856). 


CHAP.  XXVU,  12.  COMMENTARY.  421 


,  a  harbor  looking  towards  Lips  and  towards  Corns,  i.  e.  the  points 
from  which  the  winds  so  called  blew,  viz.  the  southwest  and  the 
northwest.  The  intermediate  point  between  these  winds  is  west  ; 
so  that  the  harbor  would  have  faced  in  that  direction,  while  the 
opposite  shores  receded  from  each  other  towards  the  south  and 
north.  This  mode  of  employing  the  names  of  the  winds  is  a 
constant  usage  in  the  ancient  writers  to  designate,  as  we  say,  the 
points  of  the  compass.  Such  is  the  general  view  of  the  meaning 
of  this  expression,  and  there  can  be  no  doubt  of  its  correctness. 
—  Mr.  Smith  (p.  80)  maintains  that  the  Phoenix  of  Luke  is  the 
present  Lutro.  That  harbor,  however,  opens  to  the  east.  To 
reconcile  Luke's  statement  with  this  circumstance,  he  under 
stands  Kara  A//?a  KCU  /cara  Xaipov  to  mean  according  to  the  direction 
in  which  those  winds  blew,  and  not  as  is  generally  supposed, 
whence  they  blew.  "  Now  this  is  exactly  the  description  of  Lutro, 
which  looks  or  is  open  to  the  east  ;  but  having  an  island  in  front 
which  shelters  it,  it  has  two  entrances,  one  looking  to  the  north 
east,  which  is  Kara  At/?a,  and  the  other  to  the  southeast,  Kara 
Xwpov."  But  it  is  unsafe  to  give  up  the  common  interpretation 
for  the  sake  of  such  a  coincidence  ;  it  rests  upon  a  usage  of  the 
Greek  too  well  established  to  justify  such  a  departure  from  it. 
This  mode  of  explaining  Kara  At/2a  involves,  I  think,  two  incon 
gruities  :  first,  it  assigns  opposite  senses  to  the  same  term,  viz. 
southwest  as  the  name  of  a  wind,  and  northeast  as  the  name  of  a 
quarter  of  the  heavens  ;  and,  secondly,  it  destroys  the  force  of 
pXe-rrovTOL,  which  implies  certainly  that  the  wind  and  the  harbor 
confronted  each  other,  and  not  that  they  were  turned  from  each 
other.  Mr.  Smith  adduces  Kara  KU/AO,  *ai  av^ov  from  Herod.  4. 
110  ;  but  the  expression  is  not  parallel  as  regards  either  the  prep 
osition  or  the  noun.  Kara  denotes  there  conformity  of  motion, 
and  not  of  situation  where  the  objects  are  at  rest,  and  ai/cpos  does 
not  belong  to  the  class  of  proper  names,  like  Lips  and  Corns, 
which  the  Greeks  employed  in  such  geographical  designations. 
"  There  is  a  passage  in  Arrian,"  he  says,  "  still  more  apposite  to 
this  point.  In  his  Periplus  of  the  Euxine,  he  tells  us  that,  when 
navigating  the  south  coast  of  that  sea,  towards  the  east,  he  ob 
served  during  a  calm  a  cloud  suddenly  arise,  which  was  driven 
before  the  east  wind.  Here  there  can  be  no  mistake  ;  the  cloud 
must  have  been  driven  to  the  west."  But  to  translate  /car*  tvpov 
in  that  manner  assumes  the  point  in  dispute.  The  context  pre 
sents  no  reason  why  we  should  not  adopt  the  ordinary  sense  of 
such  phrases  ;  viz.  towards  the  east,  i.  e.  the  cloud  appeared  in 
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that  quarter.     In  this  expression,  therefore,  Eurus  would  denote 
the  point  from  which  the  east  wind  blows,  and  not  whither.1 

VERSES  13-16.     A  Storm  rages,  and  drives  the  Vessel  to  Claude. 

V.  13.  vrroTTvewravTos  Se  NOTOV,  Now  when  a  south  wind  blew 
moderately.  After  passing  Cape  Matala,  the  extreme  southern 
point  of  Crete,  and  only  four  or  five  miles  to  the  west  of  Fair 


1  The  writer  published  some  remarks  on  Mr.  Smith's  explanation  of  KOT 
Kal  KOTO  Xupov  in  the  Bibliotheca  Sacra,  1850,  p.  751.  Mr.  Smith  has  had  the 
kindness  to  address  to  me  a  letter,  stating  some  additional  facts  ascertained  since 
the  publication  of  his  work  on  "  The  Voyage  and  Shipwreck  of  Paul."  In  this 
letter  he  reaffirms  his  view  of  the  expression  referred  to,  and  calls  my  attention 
again  to  the  passage  in  Arrian,  as  conclusive  in  support  of  his  position.  A  distin 
guished  Hellenist  (Professor  Felton  of  the  University  at  Cambridge)  has  favored 
me  with  the  following  remarks  on  that  passage:  —  "It  is  true  that  the  cloud  of 
which  Arrian  speaks  was  borne  towards  the  west ;  but  that  is  not  expressed  by 
KO.T  €vpov,  but  must  be  inferred  from  the  circumstances  of  the  case.  The  course 
of  the  voyage  they  were  making  was  eastward  ;  after  a  calm,  during  which  they 
used  their  oars  alone, "  suddenly  a  cloud  springing  up  broke  out  nearly  east  of  us ' 
(&<f>vo)  vstyeXt]  firavacrrdffa  f^eppdyn  /car'  evpov  juaAtcrra),  and  brought  upon  them  a 
violent  wind.  The  wind,  of  course,  was  an  easterly  wind,  because  it  made  their 
further  progress  towards  the  east  slow  and  difficult.  But  the  navigator  in  the 
phrase  /COT'  evpov  is  speaking  of  the  direction  in  which  he  saw  the  cloud,  not  in 
which  the  cloud  was  moving.  If  he  had  been  simply  describing  the  direction  in 
which  the  cloud  was  moving,  as  Herodotus  is  describing  the  motion  of  the  ship 
(and  not  the  direction  in  which  the  ship  is  seen  from  another  point),  then  /COT* 

tlpov  would  mean  with  the  Eurus  or  before  the  Eurus If  a  person  is  floating 

on  the  wind,  or  driven  by  the  wind,  if  he  is  in  motion  according  to  the  wind, 
then  of  course  his  direction  is  determined  by  that  of  the  wind.  But  if  he  is  at 
rest,  and  looking  according  to  the  wind,  he  is  looking  where  the  wind  is  the  most 
prominent  object ;  that  is,  he  is  facing  the  wind,  as  Arrian's  crew  were  facing  the 
cloud  and  the  wind,  and  not  turning  his  back  upon  it."  —  As  this  question  has 
excited  some  interest,  it  may  be  well  to  mention  how  it  is  viewed  in  works  pub 
lished  since  the  preceding  note  was  written.  Humphry  (1854)  says  (p.  202)  that 
Mr.  Smith's  passages  are  not  quite  conclusive  as  to  fiXtirovra.  KOTO  A//3o.  He  sup 
poses  Phoenix  to  be  the  modern  Phineka  which  opens  to  the  west,  and  thus  adopts 
the  common  explanation  of  the  phrase.  Alford  (1852)  agrees  with  Smith  that 
Kara  Ai/3o  and  similar  combinations  denote  whither  and  not  whence  the  winds  blow, 
but  intimates  a  purpose  to  fortify  his  ground  against  objections  in  a  future  edi 
tion.  Howson  (II.  p.  400)  would  admit  an  instance  of  that  usage  in  Jos.  Antt. 
15.  9.  6  (si'c),  but  says  that  the  other  alleged  proofs  are  untenable  or  ambiguous. 
He  mediates  between  the  two  opinions  by  suggesting  that  the  point  of  view 
(/J/VeTrofTo)  is  from  the  sea  and  not  the  land  ;  so  that  Kara  Ai{3a  would  have  its 
usual  meaning  and  yet  the  harbor  open  towards  the  east,  like  Lutro.  Words 
worth  (p.  120)  has  a  copious  note  on  this  question.  He  reviews  the  arguments  on 
both  sides,  and  sums  up  with  the  result  that  we  should  "not  abandon  the  ancient 
interpretation  ; "  or,  at  all  events,  should  "  suspend  our  decision  till  we  have  more 
complete  topographical  details  for  forming  it." 
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Havens,  the  coast  turns  suddenly  to  the  north ;  and  hence,  for 
the  rest  of  the  way  up  to  Phoenix,  a  south  wind  was  as  favorable 
a  one  as  they  could  desire  — S('>£avT€?  TT}?  7rpo$ecre<os  KCKparrjKtvai, 
tJ/i/i/chig  to  have  gained  their  purpose,  regarding  it  as  already  se 
cured.  It  was  somewhat  less  than  forty  miles  from  Fair  Havens 
to  Phoenix.  With  a  southern  breeze,  therefore,  they  could  ex 
pect  to  reach  their  destination  in  a  few  hours.  —  a/mrres,  sc.  ras 
dy/a'pas,  having  weighed.  —  ao-crov  TrapcXiyovro  TYJV  Kprrrrjv,  they  coasted 
along  Crete  nearer,  sc.  than  usual,  i.  e.  quite  near.  This  clause, 
as  we  see  from  the  next  verse,  describes  their  progress  immedi 
ately  after  their  anchorage  at  Fair  Havens.  It  applies,  therefore, 
to  the  first  few  miles  of  their  course.  During  this  distance,  as 
has  been  suggested  already,  the  coast  continues  to  stretch  towards 
the  west ;  and  it  was  not  until  they  had  turned  Cape  Matala  that 
they  would  have  the  full  benefit  of  the  southern  breeze  which 
had  sprung  up.  With  such  a  wind  they  would  be  able  just  to 
weather  that  point,  provided  they  kept  near  to  the  shore.  We 
have,  therefore,  a  perfectly  natural  explanation  of  their  proceed 
ing  in  the  manner  that  Luke  has  stated. 

V.  14.  /ACT'  ov  TTO\V,  After  not  long,  shortly  ;  comp.  28,  6.  The 
tempest,  therefore,  came  upon  them  before  they  had  advanced 
far  from  their  recent  anchorage.  They  were  still  much  nearer  to 
that  place  than  they  were  to  Phccnix.  It  is  important  to  observe 
this  fact,  because  it  shows  what  course  the  ship  took  in  going 
from  Crete  to  Claude.  —  €/3oAe  /car'  avr^s  ave/xos  TvfaovtKos,  a  typJionic 
wind  struck  against  it,  i.  e.  the  ship.  l/3aXc  may  imply  lavrov,  or  be 
intransitive.  Luke  employs  corn}?,  because  the  mental  antece 
dent  is  vavs,  which  actually  occurs  in  v.  41,  though  his  ordinary 
wordis  TrXotov.  It  would  be  quite  accidental,  which  of  the  terms 
would  shape  the  pronoun  at  this  moment,  as  they  were  both  so 
familiar.  See  W.  $  47.  5.  k.  Kara  takes  the  genitive,  because  the 
wind  was  unfriendly,  hostile,  as  in  the  Attic  phrase  Kara  KO'^TJS 
TUTrreiv.  Bernh.  Synt.  p.  238.  Some  critics,  as  Kuinoel,  De  Wette, 
Meyer,  refer  auriys  to  Kpr/rr^,  and  render  drove  us  or  the  ship 
against  it.  Similar  is  the  Geneva  version :  "  There  arose  agaynste 
Candie  a  stormye  wynd  out  of  the  northeast."  But  how  c:m  we 
understand  it  in  this  way,  when  we  are  told  in  the  next  verse 
that  they  yielded  to  the  force  of  the  wind,  and  were  driven  by  it 
towards  Claude,  which  is  southwest  from  Fair  Havens  1  Wt> 
must  discard  that  view,  unless  we  suppose  that  the  wind  in  ihr 
eourse  of  a  few  minutes  blew  from  precisely  opposite  quarters. 
Luther  refers  avrfj<;  to  Trpo^VeoK :  struck  against  it,  defeated  their 
purpose.  Tyndale  lived  for  a  time  with  the  German  Reformer, 
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at  Wittenberg,  and  took  his  t;  anslation  perhaps  from  that  source  : 
"  Anone  after  ther  arose  agaynste  ther  purpose  a  flawe  of  wynd 
out  of  the  northeaste."  The  Greek  expression  is  awkward  for 
such  an  idea  and  is  unsupported  by  proper  examples.  Some  re 
cent  commentators  refer  avrfjs  as  before  to  the  island,  but  vary 
the  preposition  :  struck  down  from  it,  viz.  Crete,  i.  e.  from  its 
mountains,  its  lofty  shores  (Alf.  Hws.  Hmph.  Wdsth.).  Kara  ad 
mits  confessedly  of  this  sense  ;  but  does  the  verb  ?  Was  it  used 
of  winds  unless  the  object  struck  was  added  or  implied  after  it? 
And  if  the  striking  was  in  the  writer's  mind  here  and  led  to  the 
choice  of  this  particular  verb,  how  can  /car'  avrijs  (i.  e.  the  ship) 
fail  to  be  this  object  ?  It  is  questionable  whether  "  to  strike 
down  "  as  said  of  a  wind,  and  "  to  blow,  come,  rush  down,"  are 
convertible  terms  ;  and  unless  they  are  so,  Karepr)  in  Matt.  8,  23, 
cyeWo  in  Matt.  7,  24,  and  yiverat  in  Mark  4,  37  do  nor  bear 
specially  on  the  case.  In  the  Greek  Thesaurus  (Paris  ed.,  II. 
p.  90)  it  is  said  of  j3dXX.cw  :  "  Feriendi  signification  dicitur  de  sole, 
luce,  vento,  voce  et  quovis  sonitu  ad  corpus  aliquod  accedente" 
Z/3aX\ov  occurs  of  winds  in  II.  23,  217,  but  with  the  accusative  of 
the  object  struck.1  —  TV<£WVIKO'S  describes  the  wind  with  reference 
to  the  whirling  of  the  clouds  occasioned  by  the  meeting  of  oppo 
site  currents  of  the  air.  Pliny  (2.  48),  in  speaking  of  sudden 
blasts,  says  that  they  cause  a  vortex  which  is  called  "  typhoon  ;  " 
and  Aulus  Gellius  (19.  1)  mentions  certain  figures  or  appearances 
of  the  clouds  in  violent  tempests,  which  it  was  customary  to  call 
"  typhoons."  This  term  is  intended  to  give  us  an  idea  of  the  fury 
of  the  gale  ;  and  its  name,  EupaKvAouv  as  the  word  should  most 
probably  be  written,  denotes  the  point  from  which  it  came,  i.  e. 
Euroaquilo,  as  in  the  Vulgate,  a  northeast  wind.  This  reading 
occurs  in  A  and  B,  which  are  two  of  the  oldest  manuscripts,  and 
in  some  other  authorities.  It  is  approved  by  Grotius,  Mill,  Ben- 
gel,  Bentley,  De  Wette,  and  others.  Lachmann  inserts  it  in  his 
edition  of  the  text.  eupa/a'Awv,  says  Green  (p.  117),  "  which  simply 
Grecises  Euroaquilo,  demands  the  preference  among  the  various 
shapes  of  the  name."  The  internal  evidence  favors  that  form 
of  the  word.  A  northeast  storm  accounts  most  perfectly  for  the 
course  of  the  ship,  and  for  the  means  employed  to  control  it, 
mentioned  or  intimated  in  the  sequel  of  the  narrative.  The  other 
principal  readings  are  KvpoKAv'Scov  (T.  R,.,  Tsch.),  compounded  of 
ev;jos  and  /cAvSwv,  Eurus  fluctus  excitans,  or,  as  De  Wette  thinks 


1  This  criticism  may  not  be  useless  if  it  should  serve  to  elicit  further  inquiry 
before  discarding  the  common  view.  My  means  do  not  allow  me  to  treat  the 
subject  more  fully  at  present. 
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more  correct,  fluctus  Euro  excitatus  ;  and  EupvKA.uSon',  from 
and  K\v8uv,  broad  wave.  It  appears,  therefore,  that  the  gentle 
southern  breeze  with  which  they  started  changed  suddenly  to  a 
violent  north  or  northeast  wind.  Such  a  sudden  change  is  a  very 
common  occurrence  in  those  seas.  An  English  naval  officer,  in 
his  Remarks  on  the  Archipelago,  says  :  "  It  is  always  safe  to  an 
chor  under  the  lee  of  an  island  with  a  northern  wind,  as  it  dies 
away  gradually  ;  but  it  would  be  extremely  dangerous  with  south 
erly  winds,  as  they  almost  invariably  shift  to  a  violent  northerly 
wind. 

V.  15.  avvapTraa-StvTos,  being  seized,  caught  by  the  wind.  —  avro- 
<poA/A€iv,  to  look  in  the  face,  withstand.  It  is  said  that  the  ancients 
often  painted  an  eye  on  each  side  of  the  prow  of  their  ships.  It 
may  not  be  easy  to  determine  whether  the  personification  implied 
in  this  mode  of  speaking  arose  from  that  practice,  or  whether  the 
practice  arose  from  the  personification.  —  tTuSovTes,  sc.  TO  Ti-Xotoi/, 
giving  up  the  vessel  to  the  wind.  Some  supply  tcurrovs  as  the 
object  of  the  participle,  in  anticipation  of  the  next  verb.  The 
idea  is  the  same  in  both  cases.  —  tycpjjpt&t,  toe  were  borne,  not 
hither  and  thither,  but  at  the  mercy  of  the  wind,  the  direction  of 
which  we  know  from  the  next  verse. 

V.  16.  vr)mw  ....  KAav'Srp,  Running  under  a  certain  small  isl 
and  called  Claude.  This  island  Ptolemy  calls  Claudos.  It  bears 
now  the  name  of  Gozzo.  As  the  gale  commenced  blowing  soon 
after  the  departure  from  Fair  Havens,  the  ship,  in  order  to  reach 
Claude,  must  have  been  driven  to  the  southwest.  Their  course, 
had  they  been  near  Phoenix  at  the  commencement  of  the  storm, 
would  have  been  due  south.  The  effect  which  the  wind  pro 
duced  shows  what  the  direction  of  the  wind  was  ;  it  must  have 
been  from  the  north  or  northeast,  which  agrees,  as  we  have  seen, 
with  the  probable  import  of  the  name  which  Luke  has  employed 
to  designate  the  wind.  vTroSpa^oVres  implies,  first,  that  they  went 
before  the  wind  (see  on  16,  11)  ;  and  secondly,  according  to  the 
view  suggested  on  v.  4,  that  they  passed  Claude  so  as  to  have 
the  wind  between  them  and  that  island,  that  is,  since  the  direc 
tion  of  the  wind  has  been  already  determined,  they  went  to  the 
southeast  of  it  instead  of  the  north.  That  they  approached  near 
to  the  island  at  the  same  time,  may  be  inferred  from  their  being 
able  to  accomplish  the  object  mentioned  in  the  next  clause. 
Others  infer  their  vicinity  to  the  island  from  the  preposition, 
which  they  take  to  mean  under  the  coast  ;  but  as  in  the  other 
case,  they  suppose  that  this  was  the  southern  coast,  from  the  di 
rection  in  which  such  a  wind  must  have  driven  the  ship.  — 
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....  T?}?  o-/ca<£?75,  ive  ivere  able  ivith  difficulty  to  secure  the  boat. 
Luke  includes  himself,  perhaps  not  from  sympathy  merely,  but 
because  he  took  part  in  this  labor.  The  preservation  of  the  boat 
was  important,  as  affording  the  last  means  of  escape  ;  see  v.  30. 
They  may  have  begun  already  to  have  forebodings  of  the  result. 
Those  expert  in  maritime  affairs  say,  that,  while  a  vessel  is  scud 
ding  before  a  strong  gale,  her  boat  cannot  be  taken  on  board  or 
lashed  to  the  side  of  the  vessel  (see  on  v.  32)  without  extreme 
danger.  Hence  it  is  probable,  that,  when  on  the  southern  side 
of  Claude,  they  were  sheltered  somewhat  against  the  storm,  and 
were  able  to  arrest  the  progress  of  the  ship  sufficiently  to  enable 
them  to  accomplish  this  object.  Yet  the  sea  even  here  was  still 
apparently  so  tempestuous  as  to  render  this  a  difficult  operation. 
It  may  have  added  to  the  difficulty;  that  the  boat,  having  been 
towed  more  than  twenty  miles  through  a  raging  sea,  could  hardly 
fail  to  have  been  filled  with  water.  They  had  omitted  this  pre 
caution  at  the  outset  because  the  weather  was  mild,  and  they 
had  expected  to  be  at  sea  but  a  few  hours.  It  will  be  observed 
that  Luke  has  not  stated  why  they  found  it  so  difficult  to  secure 
the  boat.  We  are  left  to  conjecture  the  reasons. 

VERSES   17-20.     They  undergird  and  lighten  the  ship,  but  despair 

of  safety. 


V.  17,  /3o?7$eiais  e^pcovro,  they  used  helps,  i.  e.  ropes,  chains,  and 
the  like,  for  the  purpose  specified  in  the  next  clause,  viz.  that  of 
undergirding  the  ship.  Most  scholars  take  this  view  of  the  mean 
ing,  and  it  is  doubtless,  the  correct  one.  De  Wette  would  extend 
/foretells  so  as  to  include  other  similar  expedients  :  they  used  helps, 
of  which  v7ro£o>vvwTes  TO  TrXotov  was  an  example,  J3or]3ciai<i  cannot 
denote  the  services  of  the  passengers,  as  some  have  said  ;  for  we 
have  no  such  limiting  term  annexed  as  that  sense  of  the  expres 
sion  would  require.  The  "  helps  "  here  are  the  vTro^^ara,  which 
Hesychius  defines  as  "  cables  binding  ships  round  the  middle." 
It  is  probable  that  ships  were  occasionally  undergirded  with 
planks  ;  but  that  could  only  be  done  in  the  harbor,  and  was  a 
different  thing  from  performing  the  process  at  sea.  But  how,  the 
question  arises  next,  were  the  cables  applied  so  as  to  accomplish 
the  proposed  object?  Falconer,  in  his  Marine  Dictionary,  des 
cribes  the  mode  of  undergirding  ships,  as  practised  in  modern 
navigation,  in  the  following  terms  :  "  To  frap  a  ship  (ceint.rer  un 
vaisseau}  is  to  pass  four  or  five  turns  of  a  large  cable-laid  rope 
round  the  hull  or  frame  of  a  ship,  to  support  her  in  a  great  storm, 
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or  otherwise,  when  it  is  apprehended  that  she  is  not  strong  enough 
to  resist  the  violent  efforts  of  the  sea.  This  expedient,  however, 
is  rarely  put  in  practice."  In  ancient  times  it  was  not  uncommon 
to  resort  to  this  process.  The  larger  ships  on  their  more  extended 
voyages  carried  with  them  vTro^w/xara,  or  ropes  for  undergirding,  so 
as  to  be  prepared  for  any  emergency  which  might  require  them. 
The  Attic  arsenals  kept  a  supply  of  them  always  on  hand  for 
public  use.  This  mode  of  strengthening  a  ship  at  sea,  although 
not  adopted  so  often  as  it  was  anciently,  is  not  unknown  in  the 
experience  of  modern  navigators.  In  1815,  Mr.  Henry  Hartley 
was  employed  to  pilot  the  Prussian  fleet  from  England  to  the 
Baltic.  One  of  the  ships  under  his  escort,  the  Jupiter,  was  frap- 
ped  round  the  middle  by  three*  or  four  turns  of  a  stream-cable. 
Sir  George  Back,  on  his  return  from  his  Arctic  voyage  in  1 837, 
was  forced,  in  consequence  of  the  shattered  and  leaking  condition 
of  his  ship,  to  undergird  her.  The  Albion,  a  British  frigate,  in 
1846,  encountered  a  hurricane  on  her  voyage  from  India,  and  was 
under  the  necessity  of  frapping  her  hull  together  to  prevent  her 
from  sinking.  To  these  more  recent  instances  many  others  of 
an  earlier  date  might  be  added.1  The  common  representation  in 
regard  to  the  ancient  mode  of  applying  the  hypozomata  to  a  ship 
makes  it  different  from  the  modern  usage.  Boeckh's  view  is  the 
one  followed  in  most  of  the  recent  works.  According  to  his  in 
vestigations,  the  ropes,  instead  of  being  passed  under  the  bottom 
and  fastened  on  deck,  "  ran  in  a  horizontal  direction  around  the 
ship  from  the  stern  to  the  prow.  They  ran  round  the  vessel  in 
several  circles,  and  at  certain  distances  from  one  another.  The 
length  of  these  tormenta,  as  they  are  called  in  Latin,  varied  ac 
cordingly  as  they  ran  around  the  higher  or  lower  part  of  the  ship, 
the  latter  being  naturally  shorter  than  the  former.  Their  number 
varied  according  to  the  size  of  the  ship." 2  Mr.  Smith,  in  his  Dis 
sertation  on  the  Ships  of  the  Ancients  (p.  173  sq.j,  controverts  the 
foregoing  opinion,  as  being  founded  on  a  misapprehension  of  the 
passages  in  the  ancient  writers  which  have  been  supposed  to 


1  Some  suppose  that  Horace  alludes  to  this  practice  in  Od.  1.  14.  6  :  —  "  Sine 
funibus  Vix  durare  carinae  Possint  imperiosius  TEquor."  I  was  once  explaining 
this  passage  to  a  college  class,  according  to  that  view,  when  <>ne  of  the  memhers 
who  had  been  at  sea  stated  that  he  himself  had  assisted  'in  such  an  operation  on 
board  a  vessel  approaching  our  own  coast. 

8  This  is  quoted  from  the  Dictionary  of  Greek  and  Roman  Antiquities,  Art 
Ships.  The  account  rests  on  Boeckh's  authority.  The  writer  of  the  article  on 
Navis  in  Pauly's  Real-Encycklopadie  der  classischen  Alterthumswissenschaft,  fol 
lows  the  same  authority. 
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prove  it.  He  maintains  that  the  cables,  instead  of  being  applied 
lengthways,  were  drawn  around  the  middle  at  right  angles  to  the 
ship,  and  not  parallel  to  it.1  The  other  mode,  he  says,  "  must 
have  been  as  impracticable  as  it  would  have  been  unavailing  for 
the  purpose  of  strengthening  the  ship."  Luke  states  a  fact  sim 
ply  in  relation  to  this  matter ;  he  does  not  describe  the  mode. 
The  question,  therefore,  is  one  of  archaeological  interest  merely; 
it  does  not  affect  the  writer's  accuracy.  —  //,?)  ei's  rty  ^vpTiv  eKTre- 
crcocri,  lest  they  should  be  stranded  upon  the  Syrtis.  t  The  verb  literally 
means  to  fall  out,  i.  e.  from  the  sea  or  deep  water  upon  the  land 
or  rocks  ;  comp.  v.  26.  29.  Syrtis  Major  is  here  meant,  which  was 
on  the  coast  of  Africa,  southwest  from  Crete.  This  gulf  was  an 
object  of  great  dread  to  mariners  on  account  of  its  dangerous 
shoals.  The  other  Syrtis  was  too  far  to  the  west  to  have  been  the 
one  to  which  they  would  feel  exposed  in  their  present  situation. 
Some  have  taken  ^vpnv  to  denote  a  sand-bank  near  Claude ;  but 
as  any  such  bank  there  must  have  been  comparatively  unknown, 
the  writer  with  that  allusion  would  more  naturally  have  left  out 
the  article.  —  ^aXdo-avre?  TO  (jKevoc,  having  lowered  the  sail.  crxeCos 
is  indefinite,  and  may  be  applied  to  almost  any  of  the  ship's  ap 
purtenances,  as  sails,  masts,  anchors,  and  the  like.  Many  have 
supposed  it  to  refer  here  to  the  mast,  or,  if  there  was  more  than 
one  in  this  case,  to  the  principal  mast ;  but  it  would  seem  to  put 
that  supposition  out  of  the  question,  that  according  to  all  proba 
bility  the  masts  of  the  larger  sailing  ships  among  the  ancients 
were  not  movable,  like  those  of  the  smaller  vessels,  but  were 
fixed  in  their  position,  and  would  require  to  be  cut  away ;  a  mode 
of  removal  which  the  accompanying  participle  shows  could  not 
have  been  adopted  in  the  present  instance.  The  surprising  opin 
ion  of  some,  that  O-KCVOS  is  the  anchor,  is  contradicted  by  the  fol 
lowing  OUTOOS  e^epovro.  Of  the  other  applications  of  the  word,  the 
only  one  which  the  circumstances  of  the  ship  at  this  juncture 
naturally  suggest  is,  that  it  refers  to  the  sail.  It  is  not  certain 
how  we  are  to  take  the  article  here.  It  leads  us  to  think  most 
directly  perhaps  of  the  large,  square  sail,  which  was  attached  to 
the  principal  mast.  The  ancients  had  vessels  with  one,  two,  and 
three  masts.2  TO  would  then  point  out  that  sail  by  way  of  emi- 


1  The  mode  of  ex^-uting  this  manoeuvre,  as  I  am  informed,  or  at  least  one 
mode,  is  to  sink  the  ropes  over  the  prow,  and  then  draw  them  towards  the  mid 
dle  of  the  ship,  fastening  the  ends  on  deck. 

2  See  Pauly's  Real-Enc}  klopadie  der  classischen  Alterthumswissenschaft,  VoL 
V.  p.  463. 
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nence.  The  presumption  is,  that,  if  the  ship  carried  othei  sails, 
as  cannot  well  be  doubted,  they  had  taken  them  down  before 
this ;  and  now,  having  lowered  the  only  one  which  they  had  con 
tinued  to  use,  they  let  the  vessel  "  scud  under  bare  poles."  This 
is  the  general  view  of  the  meaning.  It  would  follow  from  this, 
that  the  wind  must  have  changed  its  direction  before  they  were 
wrecked  on  Melita ;  for  some  thirteen  days  elapsed  before  that 
event,  during  which  the  storm  continued  to  rage ;  and  within  that 
time,  had  they  been  constantly  driven  before  a  northeast  wind, 
they  must  have  realized  their  fear  of  being  stranded  on  the  Afri 
can  coast. —  But  an  eastern  gale  in  the  Levant,  at  this  season  of 
the  year,  is  apt  to  be  lasting ;  the  wind  maintains  itself,  though 
with  unequal  violence,  for  a  considerable  time,  in  the  same 
quarter.  Professor  Newman,  of  the  London  University,  states 
the  following  fact l  in  his  own  experience  :  "  We  sailed  from 
Larnica  in  Cyprus  in  a  small  Neapolitan  ship  with  a  Turkish 
crew,  on  the  2d  of  December,  1830.  We  were  bound  for  Latika, 
in  Syria,  —  the  course  almost  due  east,  —  but  were  driven  back 
and  forced  to  take  refuge  in  the  port  of  Famagousta,  the  an 
cient  Salamis.  Here  we  remained  wind-bound  for  days.  Owing 
to  our  frequent  remonstrances,  the  captain  sailed  three  times,  but 
was  always  driven  back,  and  once  after  encountering  very  heavy 
seas  and  no  small  danger.  It  was  finally  the  first  of  January,  if 
my  memory  does  not  deceive  me,  when  we  reached  the  Syrian 
coast."  It  was  probably  such  a  gale  which  Paul's  ship  encoun 
tered,  that  is,  a  series  of  gales  from  the  east,  but  not  a  constant 
hurricane  ;  for  the  seamen  were  able  to  anchor  and  to  let  down 
their  boat,  and  a  part  of  the  crew  to  attempt  to  escape  in  it  to 
the  shore.  If,  then,  we  assume  that  the  wind  blew  from  the 
same  point  during  the  continuance  of  the  storm,  we  must  sup 
pose  that  they  adopted  some  precaution  against  being  driven 
upon  the  African  coast,  which  Luke  does  not  mention,  although 
his  narrative  may  imply  it.  The  only  such  precaution,  according 
to  the  opinion  of  nautical  men,  which  they  could  have  adopted 
in  their  circumstances,  was  to  lie -to,  i.  e.  turn  the  head  of  tho 
vessel  as  near  to  the  wind  as  possible,  and  at  the  same  time 
keep  as  much  sail  spread  as  they  could  carry  in  so  severe  a  gale 
For  this  purpose,  they  would  need  the  principal  sail ;  and  the  sail 
lowered  is  most  likely  to  Ijave  been  the  sail  above  it,  i.^e.  the 
topsail,  or  mpparum,  as  the  Romans  termed  it.  By  the  adoption 
of  these  means  they  would  avoid  the  shore  on  which  they  were 

1  Mentioned  in  Mr  Smith's  letter,  alluded  to  on  p.  422. 
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so  fearful  of  being  cast,  and  drift  in  the  direction  of  the  island 
on  which  they  were  finally  wrecked.  TO,  according  to  this  SIM« 
position,  would  refer  to  the  sail  as  definite  in  the  conceptions  of 
the  writer,  or  as  presumptively  well  known  to  the  reader.  —  OVTWS 
e<£<EpovTo,  thus  (i.  e.  with  the  ship  undergirded,  and  with  the  main 
sail  lowered ;  or,  it  may  be,  with  the  topsail  lowered  and  the 
stormsail  set)  they  were  borne  on,  at  the  mercy  of  the  elements. 
Here  closes  the  account  of  the  first  fearful  day. 

V.  18.  o-</>o8pcos  Se  xei/xa£o/xei>a>v  -^/xcov,  Now  we  being  violently 
tempest-tost.  —  rrj  e^s,  on  the  following  day,  i.  e.  after  their  at 
tempt  to  reach  the  port  of  Phoenix.  The  night  brought  to  them 
no  relief.  The  return  of  day  disclosed  to  them  new  dangers. 
The  precaution  of  undergirding  had  accomplished  less  than  they 
hoped.  It  was  evident  that  the  ship  must  be  lightened  or  foun 
der  at  sea.  Their  next  step,  therefore,  was  to  try  the  effect  of 
this  measure.  —  tK/3o\r)v  CTTOIOVVTO,  proceeded  to  throw  overboard,  is 
one  of  the  sea-phrases  which  Julius  Pollux  mentions  as  used  by 
the  ancients  to  denote  the  lightening  of  a  ship  at  sea.  The  noun 
omits  the  article,  because  they  cast  out  only  a  part  of  what  the 
vessel  contained.  We  are  not  told  what  it  was  that  they  sacrificed 
at  this  time ;  it  may  have  been  their  supernumerary  spars  and 
rigging,  and  some  of  the  heavier  and  more  accessible  articles  of 
merchandise  with  which  the  ship  was  laden.  It  appears  from  v. 
38  that  the  bulk  of  the  cargo  consisted  of  wheat,  and  they  re 
served  that  until  the  last.  The  seamen  in  the  vessel  in  which 
Jonah  embarked  had  recourse  to  the  same  expedient.  "  There 
was  a  mighty  tempest  in  the  sea,  so  that  the  ship  was  like  to  be 
broken.  Then  the  mariners  were  afraid,  and  cried  every  man 
unto  his  god,  and  cast  forth  the  wares  that  were  in  the  ship  into 
the  sea,  to  lighten  it  of  them"  (Jon.  1,  4.  5). 

V.  19.  TTJ  rpirrj.  The  third  day  arrives  and  the  storm  has  not 
abated.  They  are  obliged  to  lighten  the  ship  still  more.  This 
renewed  necessity  appears  to  indicate  that  the  ship  was  in  a 
leaking  condition,  and  that  the  danger  from  this  cause  was  becom 
ing  more  and  more  imminent.  It  was  one  of  the  great  perils  to 
which  ancient  vessels  were  exposed.  Their  style  of  architecture 
was  inferior  to  that  of  modern  vessels ;  they  were  soon  shattered 
in  a  storm,  "  sprang  leaks  "  more  easily,  and  had  fewer  means  for 
repairing  the  injury.  "  In  the  accounts  of  shipwrecks  that  have 
come  down  to  us  from  ancient  times,  the  loss  of  the  ship  must, 
in  a  great  number  of  instances,  be  ascribed  to  this  cause.  Jose- 
phus  tells  us  that,  on  his  voyage  to  Italy,  the  ship  sunk  in  the 
midst  of  the  Adriatic  Sea  (/?a7rn.cr$evros  yap  -y/zaJj/  rov  TrAoioi)  Kara 
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/ne'o-ov  rov  'ASpiai/).  He  and  some  of  his  companions  saved  them 
selves  by  swimming ;  the  ship,  therefore,  did  not  go  down  dur 
ing  the  gale,  but  in  consequence  of  the  damage  she  sustained 
during  its  continuance.  One  of  St.  Paul's  shipwrecks  must  have 
taken  place  under  the  same  circumstances ;  for  he  tells  us,  a  day 
and  a  night  I  have  been  in  the  deep  (2  Cor.  11,  25),  supported 
no  doubt  on  spars  or  fragments  of  the  wreck.  In  Virgil's  de 
scription  of  the  casualties  of  the  ships  of  JEneas,  some  are  driven 
on  rocks,  others  on  quicksands  ;  but 

'laxis  latcrum  compagibus  omnes 
Accipiunt  inimicum  imbrem,  rimisque  fatiscunt.' 

The  fact,  that  the  ships  of  the  ancients  were  provided  with  hypo- 
zoraata  or  cables  ready  fitted  for  undergirding,  as  a  necessary  part 
of  their  stores,  proves  how  liable  they  were  to  such  casualties." 
It  is  easy  to  see,  therefore,  what  must  have  been  the  fate  of 
Paul's  ship  had  they  not  discovered  land  so  providentially ;  she 
must  have  foundered  at  sea,  and  all  on  board  have  perished.  — 
auro^etpes  ....  epp/^a/xev,  we  cast  out  with  our  hands  the  furniture 
of  the  ship,  such  as  tables,  beds,  chests,  and  the  like  (Mey.  De 
Wet.  Lng.  Alf.  Wdsth.).  The  self-inflicted  loss  in  this  case 
(auTo'xcipes) ,  which  affected  so  much  the  personal  convenience  of 
each  one,  showed  how  urgent  was  the  danger.  Yet  O-KCVTJV  is  a 
very  doubtful  word.  Some  understand  it  of  the  masts,  yards, 
sails,  and  other  equipments  of  the  ship  similar  to  these.  With 
this  interpretation,  we  must  regard  the  term  as  applying  to  that 
class  of  objects  in  a  general  way ;  for  we  see  from  v.  29  that  they 
retained  at  least  some  of  their  anchors,  and  from  v.  44  that,  at 
the  last  moment,  they  had  boards  and  spars  at  command  to  assist 
them  in  reaching  the  shore.  According  to  some  again,  as  Wet- 
stein,  Kuinoel,  Winer,  tr/cev^v  denotes  the  baggage  of  the  passen 
gers,  avrd^etpe?  is  more  significant  with  that  sense,  but  ir\oiov  as 
genitive  of  the  container,  the  baggage  on  board  the  ship,  is  very 
harsh.  rty  O-KCUT/V  means,  says  Smith,  "  the  rnainyard,  an  immense 
spar,  probably  as  long  as  the  ship,  and  which  would  require  the 
united  efforts  of  passengers  and  crew  to  launch  overboard.  The 
relief  which  a  ship  would  thus  experience,  would  be  of  the  same 
kind  as  in  a  modern  ship,  when  the  guns  are  thrown  overboard." 
—  Some  read  eppt^o/zev,  some  e/iprfav.  Tisclicndorf  retains  the 
former,  as  in  T.  R.  Meyer  is  too  positive  that  the  first  person 
betrays  its  origin  in  auro'xetpes. 

V.  20.     /XTJTC  ....  eViKei/xeVof,  Now  neither  smi  iwr  stars  shining 
upon  us  for  many  days,  and  a  storm  not  slight  pressing  upon  us. 
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Observe  the  force  of  the  compounds.  The  absence  of  the  sun 
and  stars  increased  their  danger,  since  it  deprived  them  of  their 
only  means  of  observation.  The  Greeks  and  Romans,  in  the 
most  improved  state  of  navigation  among  them,  were  reluctant 
to  venture  out  to  sea  beyond  the  sight  of  land.  During  the  day 
they  kept  the  high  lands  on  shore,  or  some  island,  in  view,  to 
direct  them  ;  and  at  night  depended  for  the  same  purpose  on  the 
position,  the  rising  and  setting  of  different  stars.  Diet,  of  Antt., 
Art.  Ship.  The  many  or  several  days  include,  probably,  the  three 
days  which  have  been  mentioned,  but  how  many  of  the  eleven 
days  which  followed  (v.  27)  before  the  final  disaster  is  uncertain. 
We  do  not  know  how  long  the  interval  was  between  Paul's  ad 
dress  and  that  event.  The  expression  would  be  inappropriate, 
however,  unless  it  comprehended  the  greater  part  of  them.  — 
XoiTTovyfor  the  future,  thenceforth.  They  relinquish  now  their  last 
hope  of  escape  ;  destruction  seemed  to  be  inevitable.  In  their 
condition  they  must  have  felt  that  their  only  resource  was  to  run 
the  vessel  ashore.  But  the  state  of  the  weather  rendered  it  im 
possible  for  them  to  distinguish  in  what  direction  the  shore  lay  ; 
and  thus  they  were  unable  to  make  the  only  further  effort  for 
their  preservation  which  was  left  to  them.  In  judging  of  the 
dangers  which  menaced  them,  we  must  take  into  account  the 
state  of  the  vessel,  as  well  as  the  violence  of  the  storm.  —  Trtpir)- 

means  was  utterly  taken  away.  —  rov  O-GJ^CT&U  depends  on 

as  a  genitive  construction  ;  comp.  14,  9. 


VERSES  21-26.     The  Apostle  cheers  them  with  the  Hope   of  De 

liverance. 


V.  21.  TroXXrjs  dcrtrias  denotes  much  abstinence  as  to  time  and 
degree,  i.  e.  both  long  continued  and  severe,  but  not  entire  ;  see 
on  v.  33.  This  abstinence  was  not  owing  to  their  want  of  pro 
visions  (see  v.  36),  but  was  the  effect,  in  part  at  least,  of  their 
fears  and  dejection  of  mind  (see  v.  22.  36)  ;  and  in  part,  also,  of 
the  difficulty  of  preparing  food  under  such  circumstances,  and  of 
the  constant  requisition  made  upon  them  for  labor.  "  The  hard 
ships  which  the  crew  endured  during  a  gale  of  such  continuance, 
and  their  exhaustion  from  labor  at  the  pumps,  and  hunger,  may 
be  imagined,  but  are  not  described."  —  ISct  //,«/,  K.  r.  X.,  you  ought 
(past  as  a  violated  duty)  having  obeyed  me,  because  the  counsel 
was  wise,  not  authoritative  as  from  an  apostle.  —  dvayeo-$ai  is 
present  because  they  were  still  at  sea.  Note  the  aorist  which 
follows.  —  Paul  recalls  to  mind  their  former  mistake  in  disregard 
ing  his  advice,  not  to  reproach  them,  but  in  order  to  show  his 
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claim  to  their  confidence  with  reference  to  the  present  communi 
cation,  fj-iv  is  unattended  here  by  any  responding  8c.  —  Kcp&yo-cu 
TC  TTJV  vppw  ravrrjv  KOL  -rifv  £*7//.t'ai/,  and  to  have  escaped  (\\Lgained)  tltis 
violence  and  loss;  see  on  v.  10.  Lucrari  was  used  in  the  same 
manner.  An  evil  shunned  is  a  gain  as  well  as  a  good  secured.  As 
vfipiv  refers  to  something  actually  suffered,  it  cannot  mean  harm 
to  their  persons  (Hws.)  ;  for  the  exemption  from  such  injury  of 
which  Paul  assures  them  in  the  next  verse  and  still  more  em 
phatically  in  v.  34,  applies  undoubtedly  to  the  whole  voyage. 

V.  22.  -rrXrjv  rov  TrAot'ov,  There  shall  be  no  loss  except  of  the 
ship.  This  limitation  qualifies,  not  the  entire  clause  which  pre 
cedes,  but  only  a-n-opoXrj  ouSe/u'a  carat,  which  we  are  to  repeat  be 
fore  the  words  here.  /u>Voi/  would  have  marked  the  connection 
more  precisely.  See  W.  $  66.  1.  e.  As  to  the  rest,  compare  the 
remarks  on  ^eojpui  in  v.  10. 

V.  23.  Trapecm/.  Whether  the  angel  appeared  to  the  apostle  in 
a  vision  or  a  dream,  the  mode  of  statement  does  not  enable  us  to 
decide.  See  on  16,  9. — rav-rr)  rfj  WKTL,  this  night  just  passed,  or 
that  which  was  passing.  Most  think  it  probable  that  Paul  did 
not  communicate  the  revelation  to  those  in  the  ship  until  the  re 
turn  of  day.  —  ov  tt/u,  whose  I  am,  to  whom  I  belong  as  his  pro 
perty  ;  in  other  words,  whose  servant  I  am.  —  u>  /cat  Aarpeuw,  whom 
also  I  worship,  to  whom  I  offer  religious  service  and  homage.  This 
verb  refers  to  external  acts  of  worship,  and  not  to  a  religious  life 
in  general,  except  as  the  latter  may  be  a  concomitant  of  the 
former. 

V.  24.  Kafaapi  ere  Set  TrapacrrrjvaL,  thou  must  stand  before  Ccesar. 
See  on  23,  11.  To  remind  the  .apostle  of  this  still  unfulfilled 
purpose  of  God,  was  the  same  thing  as  to  assure  him  that  he 
would  escape  the  present  danger.  —  Ke^apto-rat  ....  o-ov,  God  has 
given  to  thee  all  those  wlio  sail  ivith  thcc.  They  should  be  pre 
served  for  his  sake.  No  one  supposes  the  declaration  here  to 
affirm  less  than  this.  Many  think  that  it  implies  also  that  Paul 
had  prayed  for  the  safety  of  those  in  the  ship  with  him ;  and 
that  he  receives  now  the  assurance  that  his  prayer  in  their  be 
half  has  prevailed.  "  For  I  hope,"  says  Paul  in  Philem.  v.  22, 
"  that  through  your  prayers  I  shall  be  given  unto  you."  Such  is 
the  view  of  Calvin,  Bengel,  Olshausen,  De  Wette,  Lange,  and 
others.  Bengel  remarks  here  :  "  Facilius  multi  mali  cum  paucis 
piis  servantur,  quam  unus  pius  cum  nuiltis  reis  perit.  Navi  huic 
similis  mundus." 

V.  25.  TTMTTCWU,  K.  T.  A.  It  is  evident  from  v.  32  that  the  apos 
tle  had  acquired  a  strong  ascendency  over  the  minds  of  the  pas- 

55 
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sengers  in  the  ship,  if  not  of  the  others.  He  could  very  properly, 
therefore,  urge  his  own  confidence  in  God  as  a  reason  (yap)  why 
they  should  dismiss  their  fears  (et^iyxetTe),  so  far  at  least  as  the 
preservation  of  their  lives  was  concerned. 

V.  26.  efc  VTJO-QV  nva,  upon  some  island.  More  than  this  was 
not  revealed  to  him.  Paul  was  as  ignorant  of  the  name  of  the 
place  where  they  were  wrecked  as  the  rest  of  them ;  see  v.  39. 

—  Se  opposes  what  they  must  suffer  to  what  they  would  escape. 

—  Set  in  such  a  communication  may  represent  the  event  as  not 
merely  certain,  but  certain  because  it  was  fixed  by  the  divine 
purpose.  —  eKTreo-eu/,  be  cast  aicay.     Se  the  remark  on  v.  17. 


VERSES  27-32.      The  Discovery  of  Land;  and  the  frustrated  At 
tempt  of  the  Mariners  to  desert  the.  Ship. 

V.  27.  Teo-o-apeo-KaiSe/cdYr;  vv£,  the  fourteenth  night  since  their 
departure  from  Fair  Havens.  —  Sio.(/>epo/x,eVa)i/  rjfuov  cv  TO)  'AS/aia,  as 
we  were  borne  through  (sc.  the  waters,  comp.  v.  5)  in  the  Adriatic. 
They  may  have  been  driven  hither  and  thither,  or  onward  in  one 
direction ;  the  participle  is  indefinite.  Mr.  Smith's  calculation 
assumes  a  uniform  drift  towards  Melita.  It  has  been  said  that 
the  modern  Malta  lies  too  far  south  to  be  embraced  in  the  sea  so 
designated.  The  statement  is  erroneous.  In  its  restricted  sense, 
the  Adriatic  was  the  sea  between  Italy  and  Greece ;  but  in  a 
wider  sense  it  comprehended  also  the  Ionian  Sea  around  Sicily, 
near  which  was  Melita.'  (Forbg.  Handb.  II.  p.  19;  Win.  Realw. 
I.  p.  23.)  The  later  Greek'  and  Roman  writers,  as  Biscoe  has 
shown,  gave  the  name  to  the  entire  sea  as  far  south  as  Africa.  — 
VTTCVOOW  ....  \(i)pav,  the  mariners  suspected  that  some  land  was  ap 
proaching  them.  As  Mr.  Smith  remarks,  Luke  uses  here  the 
graphic  language  of  seamen,  to  whom  the  ship  is  the  principal  ob 
ject,  whilst  the  land  rises  and  sinks,  nears  and  recedes.  The  nar 
rator  does  not  state  on  what  ground  they  suspected  then  vicinity 
to  the  land.  It  was,  no  doubt,  the  noise  of  the  breakers.  This  is 
usually  the  first  notice  of  their  danger  which  mariners  have  in 
coming  upon  a  coast  in  a  dark  night.  This  circumstance  fur- 
nishts  reason  for  believing  that  the  traditionary  scene  of  the 
shipwreck  is  the  actual  one.  It  is  impossible  to  enter  St.  Paul's 
Bay  from  the  east  without  passing  near  the  point  of  Koura ;  and 
while  the  land  there,  as  navigators  inform  us,  is  too  low  to  be 
seen  in  a  stormy  night,  the  breakers  can  be  heard  at  a  consider 
able  distance,  and  in  a  northeasterly  gale  are  so  violent  ns  to  form 
on  charts  the  distinctive  feature  of  that  headland.  On  the  10th  of 
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August,  1810,  the  British  frigate  Lively  fell  upon  these  breakers, 
in  a  dark  night,  and  was  lost.  The  quartermaster,  who  first  ob 
served  them,  stated,  in  his  evidence  at  the  court-martial,  that  at 
the  distance  of  a  quarter  of  a  mile  the  land  could  not  be  seen, 
but  that  he  saw  the  surf  on  the  shore.  —  The  distance  from 
Claude  to  the  point  of  Koura  is  47616  miles.  Luke's  narralivc 
allows  a  fraction  over  thirteen  days  for  the  performance  of  this 
voyage.  It  must  have  occupied  a  day,  or  the  greater  part  of  a 
day,  to  have  reached  Claude  after  they  left  Fair  Havens  (see  v. 
13-16).  According  to  the  judgment  of  experienced  seamen,  "  the 
mean  rate  of  drift  of  a  ship  circumstanced  like  that  of  Paul" 
(i.  e.  working  its  way  in  such  a  direction  in  a  gale  of  moderate 
severity,  against  a  northeast  wind)  would  be  thirty-six  and  a  half 
miles  in  twenty-four  hours.  "  Hence,  according  to  these  calcula 
tions,"  says  Mr.  Smith  (p.  122  sq.),  "a  ship  starting  late  in  the 
evening  from  Claude,  would,  by  midnight  on  the  fourteenth,  be 
le£s  than  three  miles  from  the  entrance  of  St.  Paul's  Bay.  I  ad 
mit  that  a  coincidence  so  very  close  as  this  is,,  is  to  a  certain  ex 
tent  accidental ;  but  it  is  an  accident  which  could  not  have  hap 
pened  had  there  been  any  great  inaccuracy  on  the  part  of  the 
author  of  the  narrative  with  regard  to  the  numerous  incidents 
upon  which  the  calculations  are  founded,  or  had  the  ship  been 
wrecked  anywhere  but  at  Malta." 

V.  28.  Ppax^  &*  StacTTTJo-avre?.  K.  r.  X.  There  was  but  a  short 
distance,  it  will  be  observed,  between  the  two  soundings ;  and 
the  rate  of  decrease  in  the  depth  of  the  water,  viz.  first,  twenty 
fathoms,  and  then  ffiecn,  is  such  as  Would  not  be  found  to  exist  on 
every  coast.  It  is  said  that  a  vessel  approaching  Malta  from  the 
same  direction  finds  the  same  soundings  at  the  present  day.  — 
6/oyuta,  fathom,  (from  o/oeyto,  to  Stretch,)  crr/^atVet  TTJV  tKracriv  roJv  ^et- 
pu>v  avv  TO)  TrAarei  TOV  cmy^ous.  Etym.  Magn. 

V.  29.  cis  r^a^ets  TOTTOUS,  upon  rough,  i.  e.  rocky,  places.  Their 
apprehension  arose,  not  from  what  they  saw,  but  from  what  they 
had  reason  to  fear  in  a  dark  night  on  an  unknown  coast.  The 
alarm  was  well  founded ;  for  "  the  fifteen  fathom  depth  Jiere  is  as 
nearly  as  possible  a  quarter  of  a  mile  only  from  the  shore,  which 
is  girt  with  mural  precipices,  and  upon  which  the  sea  must  have 
been  breaking  with  great  violence."  —  e*  Trpiyx^s  ....  TeWapa?, 
having  cast  out  four  anchors  from  the  stern.  "  To  anchor  success 
fully  in  a  gale  of  wind,  on  a  lee  shoje,  requires  holding-ground 
of  extraordinary  tenacity.  In  St.  Paul's  Bay,  the  traditionary 
locality  of  the  shipwreck,  the  anchorage  is  thus  described  in  the 
Sailing  Directions  :  —  '  The  harbor  of  St,  Paul  is  open  to  easterly 
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and  northeast  winds.  It  is,  notwithstanding,  safe  for  small  ships, 
the  ground,  generally,  being  very  good;  and  while  the  cables 
hold  there  is  no  danger,  a<?  the  anchors  will  never  start.1 "  The 
ancient  vessels  did  not  carry,  in  general,  so  large  anchors  as 
those  which  we  employ;  and  hence  they  had  often  a  greater 
number.  Athenseus  mentions  a  ship  which  had  eight  iron  an 
chors.  Paul's  ship,  as  we  see  from  the  next  verse,  had  other  an 
chors  besides  those  which  were  dropped  from  the  stern.  One 
object  of  anchoring  in  that  way  'was  to  arrest  the  progress  of  the 
ship  more  speedily.  No  time  was  to  be  lost,  as  they  knew  not 
that  they  might  not  founder  the  next  moment  upon  the  shoals 
where  the  breakers  were  dashing.  Had  they  anchored  by  the 
bow,  we  are  told,  there  was  reason  for  apprehending  that  the 
vessel  would  swing  round  and  strike  upon  the  rocks.  The  an 
cient  ships  were  so  constructed  that  they  could  anchor  readily  by 
the  prow  or  the  stern,  as  circumstances  might  require.  Another 
advantage  of  the  course  here  taken  was  that  the  head  of  vthe 
vessel  was  turned  towards  the  land,  which  was  their  best  position 
for  running  her  ashore.  That  purpose  they  had  no  doubt  formed 
already.  "By  cutting  away  the  anchors  (ras  dy/ci^as  TreptcXdvres) , 
loosing  the  bands  of  the  rudders  (di/eVres  ras  ^evKr-^ptas),  and  hoist 
ing  the  artemon  (eTrdpavrcs  TOV  d/3T€/xova),  all  of  which  could  be 
done  simultaneously,  the  ship  was  immediately  under  command, 
and  could  be  directed  with  precision  to  any  part  of  the  shore  which 
offered  a  prospect  of  safety."  —  The  English  ships  of  war  were 
anchored  by  the  stern  in  the  battle  of  Copenhagen  and  rendered 
very  effective  service  in  that  position.  Mr.  Howson  mentions 
the  singular  fact  that  Lord  Nelson  stated  after  the  battle  that  he 
was  led  to  adopt  that  plan,  because  he  had  just  been  reading  this 
twenty-seventh  chapter  of  the  Acts. — ^V^OVTO  -fj^pav  yeveo-#ai,  they 
desired  that  day  might  come.  The  remark  is  full  of  significance. 
In  the  darkness  of  the  night  they  could  not  tell  the  full  extent 
of  the  dangers  which  surrounded  them.  They  must  have  longed 
for  returning  day  on  that  account.  In  the  mean  time  it  must 
have  been  difficult  to  preserve  a  vessel  which  had  been  so  long 
tempest-tost  from  sinking.  Their  only  chance  of  escape  was  to 
strand  the  ship  as  soon  as  the  light  enabled  them  to  select  a 
place  which  admitted  of  it.  It  is  evident  that  every  moment's 
delay  must  have  been  one  of  fearful  suspense,  as  well  as  of  peril 
to  them. 

V.  30.  TWI/  Se  vavruv,  K.  r.  X.  This  ungenerous  attempt  of  the 
seamen  to  escape  confirms  the  remark  before  made,  that  the  ship 
was  probably  in  so  shattered  a  state,  as  to  render  it  uncertain 
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whether  it  could  outride  the  storm  until  morning.  They  may 
have  had  another  motive  for  the  act.  The  shore  might  prove  to 
be  one  on  which  they  could  not  drive  the  vessel  with  any  hope 
of  safety  ;  and  they  may  have  deemed  it  more  prudent  to  trust 
themselves  to  the  boat,  than  to  remain  and  await  the  issue  of 
that  uncertainty.  —  ^aXacravratv  rrjv  o-K(i<f>r)v,  having  lowered  down  tlie 
boat,  which  they  had  previously  hoisted  on  board  ;  see  v.  16.  17. 
—  CK  Trpw/ms,  from  the  prow,  since  it  was  nearer  thence  to  the  shore, 
and  was  there  only  that  they  could  pretend  to  need  anchors,  the 
stern  being  already  secure.  —  ayKvpa?  cVrctVetv,  not  to  cast  out 
(E.  V.),  but  stretch  out  anchors.  The  idea  of  extending  the  cables 
runs  into  that  of  carrying  out  and  dropping  the  anchors.  Favored 
by  the  darkness,  and  under  color  of  the  pretext  assumed,  they 
would  have  accomplished  their  object,  had  not  Paul's  watchful 
eye  penetrated  their  design. 

V.  31.  ciTrev  ....  o-Tpanomus.  Paul  addressed  himself  to  the 
centurion  and  the  soldiers,  because  the  officers  of  the  ship  were 
implicated  in  the  plot,  or,  in  consequence  of  the  general  deser 
tion,  had  no  longer  any  power  to  enforce  their  orders.  The  sol 
diers  are  those  who  had  charge  of  the  different  prisoners  (v.  1), 
subject  probably  to  the  command  of  the  centurion  who  had  the 
particular  care  of  the  apostle.  —  ovrot,  these,  viz:  the  mariners.  — 
u/Aeis  0-w^rjva.L  ou  Swcur^e,  you  cannot  be  saved.  The  pronoun  is  em 
phatic.  The  soldiers  were  destitute  of  the  skill  which  the  man 
agement  of  the  ship  required.  It  could  not  be  brought  success 
fully  to  land  without  the  help  of  the  mariners.  This  remark  of 
Paul  proves  that  the  plan  to  abandon  the  vessel  was  not  confined 
to  a  portion  of  the  crew,  but  was  a  general  one. 

V.  32.  a.7T€Ko\f/av  TO,  <r\oLvia  rrj<;  cr/ca^s,  cut  off  the  ropes  of  the 
boat,  which  fastened  it  to  the  vessel  ;  not  those  by  which  they 
were  lowering  it  as  that  was  already  done  (v.  30).  The  short 
sword  of  the  soldiers  furnished  a  ready  instrument  for  the  sum 
mary  blow.  —  ctao-av  airrijv  cKTrccreiv,  let  it  fall  off  (i.  e.  from  the  side 
of  the  vessel),  go  adrift.  The  next  billow  may  have  swamped 
the  frail  craft. 

VERSES  33-35.     Paul  assures  them  again  that  their  Lives  ivouul  be 

saved. 


V.  33.  axpi  ....  ytW&u,  Now  until  it  should  be  day,  i.  e.  in  the 
interval  between  the  midnight  mentioned  in  v.  27  and  the  sub 
sequent  morning.  —  o-ry/xepov  is  appositional  in  sense  with  rjptpav. 
s,  waiting  for  the  cessation  of  the  storm  (De  Wet). 
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—  OLO-LTOL  SioreXetTe,  ye  continue  fasting,  where  the  adjective  sup 
plies  the  place  of  a  participle.  W.  $  45.  4.  —  /n?8ev  7rpoo-Aa/3o//,«'oi, 
having  taken  nothing,  adequate  to  their  proper  nourishment,  no 
regular  food  during  all  this  time  ;  see  v.  21.  "  Appian,"  says  Dod- 
ridge,  "  speaks  of  an  army,  which,  for  twenty  days  together,  had 
neither  food  nor  sleep  ;  by  which  he  must  mean,  that  they  neither 
made  full  meals  nor  slept  whole  nights  together.  The  same  in 
terpretation  must  be  given  to  this  phrase."  The  apostle's  lan 
guage  could  not  b£  mistaken  by  those  to  whom  it  was  addressed. 
Compare  v.  21. 

V.  34.  TOVTO  ....  vn-apxet,  for  this  (viz.  that  they  should  partake 
of  food)  is  important  for  your  preservation.  For  Trpos  with  this 
sense,  see  W.  §  47.  5.  f.  They  would  have  to  submit  to  much 
fatigue  and  labor  before  they  reached  the  shore,  and  needed, 
therefore,  to  recruit  their  strength.  —  ovSevos  ....  Treo-etrai,  For  there 
shall  not  a  hair  fall,  etc.  This  was  a  proverbial  expression,  em 
ployed  to  convey  an  assurance  of  entire  safety.  See  1  Kings  1, 
52;  Luke  21,  IS. 

V.  35.  aprov,  bread.  This  word,  by  a  Hebraistic  usage,  often 
signifies  food  in  the  New  Testament  ;  but  AcXao-a?,  which  follows, 
appears  to  exclude  that  sense  here.  Yet  the  present  meal  had 
no  doubt  its  other  accompaniments  ;  the  bread  only  being  men 
tioned  because  that,  according  to  the  Hebrew  custom,  was  broken 
and  distributed  among  the  guests  after  the  giving  of  thanks.  The 
apostle  performed,  on  this  occasion,  the  usual  office  of  the  head 
of  a  Hebrew  family.  Olshausen  expresses  the  fanciful  opinion, 
as  it  seems  to  me,  that  the  Christians  among  them  regarded  this 
act  as  commemorative  of  the  Lord's  Supper,  though  the  others 
did  not  understand  Paul's  design.  The  language  employed  here, 
it  is  true,  more  frequently  describes  that  ordinance,  but  it  is  used 
also  of  an  ordinary  meal  ;  see  Luke  24,  30. 

VERSES  36-38.      They  partake  of  Food  and  again  lighten  the  Ship 

V.  36.  tv&vfjLoi  8e  yevofji€voL  mures,  Having  all  now  become  cheer 
ful.  It  is  not  accidental  that  the  writer  makes  this  'remark  in 
connection  with  7rpoo-eAa/3ovro  rpo^s.  In  their  despair  they  had 
lost  their  inclination  to  eat;  but  the  return  of  hope  brought  with 
it  a  keener  sense  of  their  wants,  and  they  could  now  think  of  sat 
isfying  their  hunger.  See  on  v.  21.  33.  —  KOL  co-rot,  also  themselves 
as  well  as  he.  The  apostle  had  set  them  the  example  (r/p£aro 
(o-Mcw),  and  they  all  followed  it. 

V.  37.     The  emphatic  Travres  in  v.  36  leads  the  writer  to  specify 
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the  number.  —  al  Trao-cu  i/or^cu,  all  the  souls  together.  For  this  ad 
verbial  use  of  Tras,  see  the  note  on  19,  7.  For  this  use  of  I/M^OU, 
see  on  2,  41.  —  StaKocrtai  e^So/xr/Kovra  e£,  two  hundred  an>/  A 
six.  The  number  of  persons  on  board  shows  that  the  vessel  must 
nave  been  one  of  the  larger  size.  In  the  reign  of  Commodus,  one 
of  the  Alexandrian  wheat  ships  was  driven,  by  stress  of  weather, 
into  the  Piraeus,  and  excited  great  curiosity  on  the  part  of  the 
Athenians.  Lucian  visited  this  vessel,  and  has  laid  the  scene  of 
one  of  his  Dialogues  (irXolov  rj  e^ai)  on  board  of  her.  From  the 
information  furnished  by  him  it  has  been  estimated  that  the  keel 
of  this  ship  was  about  one  hundred  feet  in  length,  and  that  she 
would  measure  between  eleven  and  twelve  hundred  tons.  Her 
dimensions,  therefore,  although  inferior  to  those  of  many  modern 
vessels,  "were  quite  equal  to  those  of  the  largest  class  of  modern 
merchantmen."  Luke's  ship  was  engaged  in  the  same  commerce 
(being,  to  use  Lucian's  language,  /xt'av  TWV  O.TT  'AiyuVrou  as  'IraXtW 
o-traycoywi/)  ;  and  we  have  no  reason  to  be  surprised  at  her  con 
taining  such  a  number  of  men.  See  further,  on  v.  (>. 

V.  38.  £Kov<£t£ov  TO  TrXotoi/.  Among  the  nautical  terms  of  Julius 
Pollux,  we  find  Kov^wrai  ryv  va.vv\  see  on  v.  18.  Luke  states 
merely  the  fact,  that  they  lightened  the  skip  again  (it  is  the  third 
time),  but  gives  no  explanation  of  it.  The  object  may  have  been 
to  diminish  the  depth  of  water  which  the  ship  drew,  so  as  to  en 
able  them  to  approach  nearer  to  the  shore  before  striking.  It  has 
been  conjectured,  also,  that  the  vessel  may  have  been  leaking  so 
fast  that  the  measure  was  necessary  in  order  to  keep  her  from 
sinking.  —  f.K^aX\6^voi  rov  crlrovy  casting  out  the  wheat  or  grain,  corn, 
since  the  term  has  frequently  that  wider  sense.  As  suggested 
on  v.  18,  we  are  to  understand  here  that  they  threw  into  the  sea 
the  grain  which  constituted  the  cargo,  or  the  bulk  of  the  cargo, 
which  the  ship  carried.  The  fact  that  the  ship  belonged  to  Alex 
andria  is  presumptive  proof  that  she  was  loaded  with  grain,  since 
that  was  the  principal  commodity  exported  from  Egypt  to  Italy. 
The  explicit  notice  here,  that  they  lightened  the  ship  by  throw 
ing  the  grain  into  the  sea,  harmonizes  with  that  presumption,  and 
tends  to  confirm  it.  Some  have  thought  that  alrov  may  dcn<>1'> 
the  ship's  provisions  ;  but  these  would  have  consisted  of  various 
different  articles,  and  would  not  naturally  be  described  by  so  spe 
cific  a  term  as  this.  The  connection,  which  has  been  said  to  favor 
the  opinion  last  stated,  agrees  equally  well  with  the  other.  1  lav 
ing  their  hopes  revived  by  the  spectacle  of  Paul's  undisturbed 
serenity,  and  by  his  animating  address,  and  being  reinvigorated 
after  so  long  a  fast  by  the  food  of  which  they  had  partaken,  they 
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were  now  in  a  condition  both  of  mind  and  body  to  address  them 
selves  to  the  labors  which  their  safety  required.  This  view, 
therefore,  places  their  lightening  of  the  ship  in  a  perfectly  natural 
connection  with  the  circumstances  related  just  before.  In  addi 
tion  to  this,  as  Hemseu  urges,  their  remaining  stock  of  provisions, 
after  so  protracted  a  voyage,  must  have  been  already  so  reduced 
that  it  could  have  had  little  or  no  effect  on  the  ship,  whether  they 
were  thrown  away  or  retained.  —  Mr.  Blunt  (p.  326)  has  very  prop 
erly  called  attention  to  the  manner  in  which  the  narrative  dis 
closes  to  us  the  nature  of  the  ship's  cargo.  In  the  fifth  verse  we 
are  informed  that  the  vessel  "  into  which  the  centurion  removed 
Paul  and  the  other  prisoners  at  Myra  belonged  to  Alexandria,  and 
was  sailing  into  Italy.  From  the  tenth  verse  we  learn  that  it  was 
a  merchant-vessel,  for  mention  is  made  of  its  lading,  but  the  na 
ture  of  the  lading  is  not  directly  stated.  In  this  verse,  at  a  dis 
tance  of  some  thirty  verses  from  the  last,  we  find,  by  the  merest 
chance,  of  wjiat  its  cargo  consisted.  The  freight  was  naturally 
enough  kept  till  it  could  be  kept  no  longer,  and  then  we  discover 
for  the  first  time  that  it  was  wheat ;  the  very  article  which  such 
vessels  were  accustomed  to  carry  from  Egypt  to  Italy.  These 
notices,  so  detached  from  each  other,  tell  a  continuous  story,  but 
it  is  not  perceived  till  they  are  brought  together.  The  circum 
stances  drop  out  one  by  one  in  the  course  of  the  narrative,  unar- 
ranged,  unpremeditated,  thoroughly  incidental ;  so  that  the  chap 
ter  might  be  read  twenty  times,  and  their  agreement  with  one 
another  and  with  contempory  history  be  still  overlooked." 

"^ERSES  39-44.     The   Shipwreck.      Those  on  board  escape  to  the 
Shore  by  swimming,  or  on  Fragments  of  the  Vessel. 

V.  39.  TTJV  yyv  OVK  cTreytWo-Koi/,  they  recognized  not  the  Jand, 
within  view.  The  day  has  dawned,  and  they  could  now  distin 
guish  it.  It  has  appeared  to  some  surprising  that  none  of  those 
on  board  should  have  known  a  place  with  which  those  at  least 
who  were  accustomed  to  the  sea  might  be  expected  to  have  been 
so  well  acquainted.  The  answer  is,  that  the  scene  of  the  ship 
wreck  was  remote  from  the  principal  harbor,  and,  as  those  who 
have  been  on  the  spot  testify,  distinguished  by  no  marked  fea 
ture  which  would  render  it  known  even  to  a  native,  if  he  came 
unexpectedly  upon  it.  The  Bay,  so  justly  known  as  St.  Paul's 
Bay,  is  at  the  northwest  extremity  of  the  island,  and  is  formed 
by  the  main  shore  on  the  south,  and  the  island  of  Salmonetta  on 
the  north.  It  extends  from  east  to  west,  two  miles  long  and  one 
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broad  at  the  entrance,  and  at  the  inner  end  is  nearly  land-locked 
on  three  sides.  It  is  several  miles  north  of  Valetta,  the  famous 
rock-bound  harbor  of  Malta.1  —  KO\TTOV  ....  aiytoAoV,  they  perceived 
a  certain  inlet,  creek,  having  a  shore,  one  open  or  smooth  (see  on 
21,  51,  on  which  they  could  run  the  ship  with  a  hope  of  saving 
their  lives.  "  Luke  uses  here  the  correct  hydrographical  term." 
The  remark  implies  that  the  coast  generally  was  unsafe  for  such 
an  attempt.  The  present  conformation  of  the  coast  on  that  side 
of  Malta  confirms  Luke's  accuracy  in  this  particular.  The  shore 
there  presents  an  unbroken  chain  of  rocks,  interrupted  at  only 
two  points.  —  cts  ov  ....  TrXotov,  into  ichich  they  determined,  if  they 
could,  to  thrust  forth  (i.  e.  from  the  sea),  to  drive  ashore,  the  *lnj>. 
For  c£ojo-cu  from  e^o^e'io,  see  W.  $  15 ;  K.  $  165.  7.  The  wind  must 
have  forced  them  to  the  west  side  of  the  bay,  which  is  rocky,  but 
has  two  creeks.  One  of  these,  Mestara  Valley,  has  a  shore.  The 
other  has  no  longer  a  sandy  beach,  but  must  have  had  one  for 
merly,  which  has  evidently  been  worn  away  by  the  action  of  the 
sea.  The  vessel  grounded  (v.  41)  before  they  reached  the  point 
on  shore  at  which  they  aimed,  though  they  may  have  entered  the 
creek. 

V.  40.  Kat  ras  ayKvpas  ....  SdXacrcrav,  and  having  entirely  cut 
away  the,  anchors  they  abandoned  them  unto  the  sea.  On  this  force 
of  the  preposition  in  TrepieAoWes,  comp.  TrtpiypecTo  in  v.  20.  It  has 
been  referred  to  the  position  of  the  anchors  as  being  around  the 
ship;  but  they  had  all  been  dropped  from  the  stern  (v.  29),  and 
as  the  strain  would  be  mainly  in  one  direction,  they  would  not  be 
likely  to  be  found'on  different  sides  of  the  vessel.  Our  English 
translators  followed  the  Vulgate  in  their  inaccurate  version  of 
this  clause.  —  a/xa  ....  TrqSaAiW,  at  the  same  time  having  unfas 
tened  the  bands  of  the  rudders.  Most  of  the  ancient  vessels  were 
furnished  with  two  rudders.  No  sea-going  vessel  had  less  than 
two,  although  small  boats  and  river  craft,  such  as  those  on  the 
Nile,  were  sometimes  steered  by  one.  The  Tn/SoAio,  were  more 
like  oars  or  paddles  than  our  modem  helm.  They  were  attached 
to  the  stern,  one  on  each  quarter,  distinguished  as  the  right  and 
the  left  rudder.  In  the  larger  ships  the  extremities  of  the  rud 
ders  were  joined  by  a  pole,  which  was  moved  by  one  man  and 
kept  the  rudders  always  parallel.  See  Diet,  of  Antt.,  Art.  Gabcr- 


1  Smith's  chart  of  St.  Paul's  Bay  is  copied  in  Howson,  with  the  necessary  ex 
planations.  1  had  the  gratification  of  a  hurried  visit  to  this  locality  on  my  way 
to  Alexandria.  It  appeared  to  me  to  fulfil  every  condition  of  the  narrative,  as 
the  scene  of  the  apostle's  shipwreck. 
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naculum.  When  a  vessel  was  anchored  by  the  stern,  as  was  the 
case  here,  it  would  be  necessary  to  lift  the  rudders  out  of  the 
water  and  to  secure  them  by  bands.  These  bands  it  would  be 
necessary  to  unfasten  when  the  ship  was  again  got  under  weigh. 
dveVre?  is  the  second  aorist  participle  in  the  active  from  avir^Li. 
K.  §  180.  See  011  16,  26. —  tTrapavres  .  .  .  .  rfj  Trvtovar),  SC.  avpa, 
having  hoisted  the  foresail  to  the  wind,  apre/xcov  has  been  taken  by 
different  writers  as  the  name  of  almost  every  sail  which  a  vessel 
carries,  e.  g.  mainsail,  topsail,  jib,  etc.  We  have  no  ancient  de 
finition  of  the  term  which  throws  any  certain  light  upon  its  mean 
ing.  It  passed  into  some  of  the  modern  languages,  where  it  is 
variously  applied,  but  occurs  in  no  ancient  Greek  author  out  of 
Luke's  account  of  this  voyage.  Most  commentators,  without 
any  attempt  to  substantiate  their  opinion,  put  it  down  as  the 
"  mainsail."  The  nautical  argument  is  said  to  be  in  favor  of  the 
foresail,  i.  e.  the  sail  attached  to  the  mast  nearest  the  prow ;  or 
if  there  was  but  one  mast,  fixed  to  a  spar  or  yard  near  the  prow. 
"As  the  ancients  depended  for  speed  chiefly  upon  one  principal 
sail,  an  appendage  or  additional  sail  at  the  bow  of  the  ship 
was  required  for  the  purpose  of  directing  the  vessel  when  in 
the  act  of  putting  about;  for,  although  there  could  be  no  diffi 
culty  in  bringing  the  ship's  head  to  the  wind  with  the  great 
sail  alone,  a  small  sail  at  the  bow  would  be  indispensable  for 
making  her  '  pay  off,'  that  is,  bringing  her  head  round ;  otherwise 
she  would  acquire  stern -way,  and  thereby  endanger  the  rudders, 
if  not  the  ship  itself."  The  vessels  on  coins  and  in  other  ancient 
representations  exhibit  a  sail  of  this  description.  WTith  this  sail 
raised,  it  is  said  that  a  ship  situated  like  that  of  Paul  would  move 
towards  the  shore  with  more  precision  and  velocity  than  with  any 
other.  "  A  sailor  will  at  once  see  that  the  foresail  was  the  best 
possible  sail  that  could  be  set  under  the  circumstances." 

V.  41.  TreptTrecrovTes  Se  ets  TOTTOV  St^aXacrcrov,  having  fallen  into  d 
place  having  two  seas.  This  has  been  supposed  by  many  com 
mentators  to  have  been  a  concealed  shoal  or  sand-bank,  formed 
by  the  action  of  two  opposite  currents.  In  the  course  of  time 
such  a  bank,  as  is  frequently  the  case  at  the  mouth  of  rivers  or 
near  the  shore,  may  have  been  worn  away,1  so  that  the  absence 
of  any  such  obstruction  there  at  the  present  time  decides  nothing 
against  that  supposition.  It  has  also  been  understood  to  have 
been  a  tongue  of  land  or  promontory,  against  the  shores  of  which 
i 

1  For  examples  of  this,  see  Lyell's  Principles  of  Geology,  p.  285  sq.  (8th  ed., 
1850). 
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the  sea  beat  strongly  from  opposite  quarters.  '  It  is  not  st.it  ••,!  that 
any  projection  exists  there  now,  to  which  Luke's  description,  if 
explained  in  that  manner,  would  apply.  Mr.  Smith  is  <>f  tin; 
opinion  that  roVo?  Si^dA-ao-cro?  may  refer  to  the  channel,  not  more 
than  a  hundred  yards  in  breadth,  which  separates  the  small  isl 
and  Salmonetta  from  Malta ;  and  which  might  very  properly  be 
called  a  place  where  "  two  seas  meet,"  on  account  of  the  commu 
nication  which  it  forms  between  the  sea  in  the  interior  of  the 
bay  and  the  sea  outside.  He  would  place  the  scene  of  the  ship 
wreck  near  that  channel,  and,  according  to  the  representation  on 
his  map.  a  little  to  the  north  of  the  place  to  which  tradition  has 
generally  assigned  it.  The  creek  near  here,  at  present  without 
a  beach  (see  v.  39),  may  be  the  one  which  they  attempted  to 
enter.  The  final  shock  now  ensues.  —  KOL  rj  fjikv  Trpwpa,  K.  r.  A., 
An/1  the  pr QIC,  sticking  fast,  remained  immovable,  but  the  stern  was 
broken  by  the  violence  of  tlic  ivaves.  "  This  is  a  remarkable  cir 
cumstance,  which,  but  for  the  peculiar  nature  of  the  bottom  of 
St.  Paul's  Bay,  it  would  be  difficult  to  account  for.  The  rocks 
of  Malta  disintegrate  into  extremely  minute  particles  of  sand 
and  clay,  which,  when  acted  upon  by  the  currents,  or  surface 
agitation,  form  a  deposit  of  tenacious  clay ;  but  in  still  water, 
where  these  causes  do  not  act,  mud  is  formed ;  but  it  is  only  in 
the  creeks  where  are  no  currents,  and  at  such  a  depth  as  to  be 
undisturbed  by  the  waves,  that  the  mud  occurs.  In  Captain 
Smyth's  chart  of  the  bay,  the  nearest  soundings  to  the  mud  in 
dicate  a  depth  of  about  three  fathoms,  which  is  about  what  a 
large  ship  would  draw.  A  ship,  therefore,  impelled  by  the  force 
of  a  gale  into  a  creek  with  a  bottom  such  as  has  been  described, 
would  strike  a  bottom  of  mud  into  which  the  fore  part  would  fix 
itself  and  be  held  fast,  whilst  the  stem  was  exposed  to  the  force 
of  the  waves."  —  Meyer  defends  TO»V  KV/JLOLTUV  with  good  reason 
against  Tischendorf  and  others. 

V  42.  It  is  the  soldiers  who  initiate  this  scheme  ;  since  they 
only  and  not  the  mariners  were  interested  in  the  fate  of  the  pris 
oners. —  (3ov\rj,plan,  resolution,  not  counsel  merely;  comp.  ftovXy- 
^LUTOS  below. —  Lva  rovs  8e(r/xa')Ttt5  a.TTOKT€iV(ji)cn,  tJicit  they  should  fall  tM 
prisoners,  defines  fiovXrj,  and  circumscribes  the  declarative  or  sup 
plementary  infinitive.  W.  $  44.  8 ;  S.  $  162.  3.  2.  Mover  after 
Fritzsche  never  admits  this  use,  but  insists  on  tva  as  telie  <  \ «  n 
here. —  Of  the  rigor  with  which  those  were  liable  to  be  punished 
who  were  charged  with  the  custody  of  prisoners,  if  the  latter 
escaped  from  them  in  any  way,  we  have  had  proof  in  12,  19  and 
16,  27. 
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V.  43.  It  will  be  recollected  that,  according  to  the  Roman 
custom,  each  of  the  prisoners  was  chained  to  a  particular  soldier, 
who  was  his  keeper.  As  to  the  relation  of  these  soldiers  to  the 
centurion,  see  on  v.  31.  —  eKwXvaw  aurovs  TOV  /^ouA^aros,  restrained 
them  from  their  purpose.  Thus  it  happened  again  (see  v.  24)  that 
Paul's  companions  were  indebted  to  their  connection  with  him 
for  the  preservation  of  then*  lives,  re  connects  this  clause  with 
the  next,  because  of  their  co-ordinate  relation  to  /JovAo/zeyos. — 
a7rop/j  inarms  has  a  reciprocal  sense.  —  e£ieVcu,  to  go  forth,  not  from 
the  ship,  which  is  the  force  of  OLTTO  in  the  participle  just  before, 
but  from  the  sea  CTTI  rrjv  yr\v. 

V.  44.  rous  XOLTTOVS  is  the  subject  of  e&erat,  repeated  from  the 
preceding  clause.  —  CTU  o-avwriv,  upon  boards,  such  probably  as 
were  in  use  about  the  ship,  but  not  parts  of  it,  which  would  con 
found  this  clause  with  the  next.  —  eiri  TWWV  TWV  a-n-o  TOV  TT\OLOV,  upon 
some  of  the  pieces  from  the  ship,  which  they  themselves  tore  away 
or  which  the  surge  had  broken  off  Most  critics  distinguish  the 
two  expressions  in  this  manner.  Kuinoel  renders  oravi<ru/,  tables. 
A  few  understand  that  term  of  the  permanent  parts  of  the  vessel, 
and  Tij/a>v  ttTTo  TOV  TrAotov  of  such  things  as  seats,  barrels,  and  the 
like  which  were  floating  away  from  the  wreck.  But  articles  of 
this  description  they  would  be  likely  to  have  lost,  or  to  have 
thrown  into  the  sea  before  this  time.  —  OVTWS,  thus,  i.  e.  in  the  two 
ways  that  have  been  mentioned.  —  Siacrw^vai,  ivere  saved.  This 
was  not  the  first  peril  of  the  kind  from  which  the  apostle  had 
been  delivered.  In  2  Cor.  11,  25,  he  says,  "thrice  I  suffered 
shipwreck,  a  night  and  a  day  have  I  spent  in  the  deep  ; "  and  he 
recorded  that  statement  several  years  before  the  present  disaster. 


CHAPTER    XXVIII. 

VERSES  1-10.      Their  Abode  during  the  Winter  at  Melita. 

V.  1.  £7reyj/wcrai/,  K.  T.  X.,  they  ascertained  (by  intercourse  prob 
ably  with  the  inhabitants)  that  the  island  is  called  Melita.  That 
this  was  the  modern  Malta  cannot  well  be  doubted.  An  island 
with  the  same  name,  now  Meleda,  lies  up  the  Adriatic  oil  the 
coast  of  Dalmatia,  which  some  have  maintained  to  be  the  one 
where  Paul  was  wrecked.  Bryant  defended  that  opinion.  It  is 
advocated  still  in  Valpy's  Notes  on  the  New  Testament.  The 
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argument  for  that  opinion  founded  on  the  name  Adriatic  has  been 
already  refuted  in  the  remarks  on  27,  27.  It  has  also  bec>n  ;ii- 
leged  for  it,  that  no  poisonous  serpents  arc  found  at  present  on 
Malta.  Mr.  Smith  mentions  Coleridge  (Table  Talk,  p.  185)  as 
urging  that  difficulty.  The  more  populous  and  cultivated  state 
of  the  island  accounts  for  the  disappearance  of  such  reptiles. 
Naturalists  inform  us  that  these  animals  become  extinct  or  dis 
appear  as  the  aboriginal  forests  of  a  country  are  cleared  up,  or 
as  the  soil  is  otherwise  brought  under  cultivation.  See  note  on 
v.  3.  It  would  be  difficult  to  find  a  surface  of  equal  extent  in  so 
artificial  a  state  as  that  of  Malta  at  the  present  day.  The  posi 
tive  reasons  for  the  common  belief  as  to  the  place  of  the  ship 
wreck  are,  that  the  traditional  evidence  sustains  it ;  that  Malta 
lies  in  the  track  of  a  vessel  driven  by  a  northeast  wind ;  that  the 
reputed  locality  of  the  wreck  agrees  with  Luke's  account;  that 
the  Alexandrian  ship  in  which  they  reembarked  would  very  natu 
rally  winter  there,  but  not  at  Meleda;  and  that  the  subsequent 
course  of  the  voyage  to  Puteoli  is  that  which  a  vessel  would  pur 
sue  in  going  from  Malta,  but  not  from  the  other  place.  Malta  is 
sixty  miles  from  Cape  Passero,  the  southern  point  of  Sicily,  and 
two  hundred  miles  from  the  African  coast.  It  is  farther  from  the 
main  land  than  any  other  island  in  the  Mediterranean.  It  is  sev 
enteen  miles  in  length,  nine  miles  in  its  greatest  breadth,  and 
sixty  miles  in  circumference.  It  is  nearly  equi-distant  between 
the  two  ends  of  the  Mediterranean.  Its  highest  point  is  said  to 
be  six  hundred  feet  above  the  level  of  the  sea. 

V.  2.  01  Se  fidpfiapoi.  The  inhabitants  are  called  barbarians 
with  reference  to  their  language,  which  was  not  that  either  of 
the  Greeks  or  Romans ;  not  because  they  were  rude  and  degrad 
ed.  It  is  strange  that  Coleridge  should  say  that  the  Melitseans 
cannot  be  meant  here  because  they  were  highly  civilized.  These 
islanders  belonged  to  the  Pho3nician  race,  and  spoke  a  Semitic 
dialect,  most  probably  the  Punic,  i.  e.  the  Phcenician  as  spoken 
by  the  people  of  Carthage.  "  The  Hebrew  language,"  in  its 
widest  extent,  says  Hupfeld,  "  was  the  language  not  merely  of 
the  Hebrews,  but  of  the  other  nations  that  inhabited  Canaan,  or 
Palastina,  especially  of  the  Phoenicians,  so  renowned  as  a  com 
mercial  people  in  the  ancient  world,  and  of  the  Carthaginians 
descended  from  them.  This  is  proved  especially  by  the-  proper 
names  of  the  Canaanites  in  the  Bible,  and  of  the  Phoenicians 
and  Carthaginians  in  the  classic  writers,  which  are  all  formed  in 
the  Hebrew  manner,  and  also  by  the  remains  of  the  Phcenician 
and  the  Punic  language  on  Phcenician  monuments  and  in  the 
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classics,  so  far  as  these  have  J)een  as  yet  deciphered."  1  The 
Greeks  and  Romans  who  settled  on  the  island  at  different  times 
never  introduced  to  any  great  extent  their  language  or  customs. 
—  ov  TT/J/  Tvxovcrav.  See  on  19,  1 1. — Trpoo-eXafiovTo,  received  to  them 
selves,  or  to  their  regard;  comp.  Rom.  14,  1  (De  Wet);  not  to 
their  fire  (Mey.).  —  Bia  TOV  verov  TOV  £^>ecrra>ra,  on  account  of  the 
rain  which  came  upon  us  (De  Wet.  Rob.)  ;  the  present  rain 
( Wetst.  E.  V.).  They  would  suffer  the  more  from  this  inclem 
ent  weather  after  so  much  exposure  and  fatigue.  This  remark 
in  regard  to  the  rain  and  cold  disproves  the  assumption  of  some 
critics  that  it  was  a  Sirocco  wind,  i.  e.  from  the  southeast,  which 
Paul's  ship  encountered.  That  wind  does  not  continue  to  blow 
more  than  two  or  three  days,  and  is  hot  and  sultry  even  as  late 
as  the  month  of  November. 

V.  3.  avo-TptyavTos  ....  ?rX^o?,  Now  Paid  having  collected  a 
great  number  (a  heap)  of  dry  sticks,  such  as  would  naturally  be 
found  among  the  rocks  around  the  shore.  —  e^tSva,  a  viper.  The 
Greeks  applied  this  term  to  that  reptile  in  distinction  from  other 
serpents,  as  is  evident  from  Aristot.  Lib.  I.  c.  6 :  dXA'  ot  //,«/  aAAot 
WOTOKOVCTIV  oc/>eis,  f)  8'  e^iSva  /x,dVov  £u)oroK€t.  Vipers  are  the  only  vi 
viparous  serpents  in  Europe.  It  was  remarked  above  that  the 
viper  is  unknown  in  Malta  at  the  present  day.  "  No  person," 
says  Mr.  Smith,  "  who  has  studied  the  changes  which  the  opera 
tions  of  man  have  produced  on  the  Fauna  (animals)  of  any  coun 
try,  will  be  surprised  that  a  particular  species  of  reptiles  should 
have  disappeared  from  that  of  Malta.  My  friend,  the  Rev.  Mr. 
Landsborough,  in  his  interesting  excursions  in  Arran,  has  repeat 
edly  noticed  the  gradual  disappearance  of  the  viper  from  that 
island  since  it  has  become  more  frequented.  Mr.  Lyell,2  in  quot- 

1  It  has  been  frequently  asserted  that  the  ancient  Punic  is  the  basis  of  the  lan 
guage  spoken  by  the  native  Maltese  of  the  present  day.     That  opinion  is  incor 
rect.     Malta,  at  the  time  of  the  Saracen  irruption,  was  overrun  by  Arabs,  from 
whom  the  common  people  of  the  island  derive  their  origin.     The  dialect  spoken 
by  them  is  a  corrupt  Arabic,  agreeing  essentially  with  that  of  the  Moors,  but  in 
termixed  to  a  greater  extent  with  words  from  the  Italian,  Spanish,  and   other 
European  languages.     The  Maltese  language  approaches  so  nearly  to  the  Arabic 
that  the  islanders  are  readily  understood  in  all  the  ports  of  Africa  and  Syria.    Gese- 
nius  first  investigated  thoroughly  this  dialect  in  his  Versuch  iiher  die  maltesische 
Sprache.  etc.  (Leipzig  1810).     He  has  given  the  results  of  this  investigation  in 
his  Article  on  Arabien  in  Ersch  and  Gruber's  Encyklopadie.     In  his  History  of 
the  Hebrew  Language,  he  remarks  that,  although  the  ancestral  pride  of  the  Mal 
tese  themselves  may  dispose  them  to  trace  back  their  language  to  the  old  Punic, 
yet  it  contains  nothing  which  is  not  explained  far  more  naturally  out  of  the 
modern  Arabic,  than  as  the  product  of  so  ancient  a  tongue. 

2  Principles  of  Geology  (7th  ed.),  p.  655. 
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ing  the  travels  of  Spix  and  Martins  in  Brazil,  observes : 
speak  of  the  dangers  to  which  they  were  exposed  from  the  jaguar, 
tke  poisonous  sr/yrtt/x,  crocodiles,  scorpions,  centipedes,  ;m<!  spi 
ders.  But  with  the  increasing  population  and  cultivation  < 
country,  say  these  naturalists,  these  evils  will  gradually  diminish  ; 
when  the  inhabitants  have  cut  down  the  woods,  drained  the 
marshes,  made  roads  in  all  directions,  and  founded  villages  :md 
towns,  man  will,  by  degrees,  triumph  over  the  rank  vegetation 
and  the  noxious  animals.'"  —  e«  T^S  Sip^s,  from  tke  heiti,  the 
effect  of  it  (De  Wet.) ;  or  (less  appropriate  to  the  noun)  from  tin- 
place  of  it,  as  explained  by  Winer  ($  47.  5.  b.)  and  others.  But 
the  best  manuscripts  read  OTTO  (Lchm.  Tsch.  Mey.),  and  the  sense 
then  is  (comp.  20,  9;  Luke  19,  3),  on  account  of  tke  heat.  The 
viper  had  evidently  been  taken  up  among  the  sticks  which  Paul 
had  gathered ;  and,  as  may  be  inferred  from  eTri^eVros  eVt  ryv 
Trvpdv,  had  been  thrown  with  them  into  the  tire.  This  latter  sup 
position  is  required  by  the  local  sense  of  c*  rv}s  Sip^s,  and  is  en 
tirely  consistent  with  the  causal  sense.  The  viper  was  probably 
in  a  torpid  state,  and  was  suddenly  restored  to  activity  by  the 
heat.  It  was  now  cold,  in  consequence  both  of  the  storm  and 
the  lateness  of  the  season  (v.  2)  ;  and  such  reptiles  become  tor 
pid  as  soon  as  the  temperature  falls  sensibly  below  the  mean 
temperature  of  the  place  which  they  inhabit.  Vipers,  too,  lurk 
in  rocky  places,  and  that  is  the  character  of  the  region  where  the 
incident  occurred.  They  are  accustomed,  also,  to  dart  at  their 
enemies,  sometimes  several  feet  at  a  bound ;  and  hence  the  one 
mentioned  here  could  have  reached  the  hand  of  Paul  as  he  stood 
in  the  vicinity  of  the  fire.1  —  Instead  of  c&XSovo-a  (T.  Ft.),  /m/v//-r 
come  forth,  the  more  descriptive  Sic^eX^oOo-a  (Tsch.  Mey.),  repre 
sents  the  viper  as  having  come  forth  (from  the  fire)  through  the 
sticks  among  which  it  was  taken  up.  —  KaStye,  fastened  itself,  in 
the  sense  of  the  middle.  This  reflexive  use  of  the  active  oc 
curs  only  here,  which  accounts  for  jca£i}i/raro,  as  read  in  some 
copies. 

V.  4.  o><?  8e,  K.  T.  A..,  Now  as  the  barbarians  saw  tke  animal  hang 
ing  from  his  hand,  to  which  it  clung  by  the  mouth.  Aristotle  also 
uses  Srjpcov  of  the  viper.  That  it  was  "venomous"  (E.  V.)  re 
sults,  not  from  this  mode  of  designation,  but  from  e^ra.  Luke 
does  not  say  expressly  that  Paul  was  bitten;  but  the  nature  of 
the  reptile,  the  leap,  the  clinging  to  his  hand,  leave  us  to  infer  that 

1  For  the  information  in  this  note  concerning  the  habits  of  the  viper,  1  am 
indebted  chiefly  to  Professor  Agassiz  of  Cambridge. 
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with  almost  entire  certainty.  Those  who  stood  near  and  wit 
nessed  the  occurrence  supposed  evidently  that  such  was  the  fact. 
That  he  should  have  escaped  being  bitten  under  such  circum 
stances  would  have  been  hardly  less  miraculous  than  that  the 
ordinary  effect  of  the  poison  should  have  been  counteracted.  We 
seem  to  be  justified,  according  to  either  view,  in  regarding  his 
preservation  as  a  fulfilment  of  the  promise  of  Christ,  in  Mark  16, 
17.  18.  On  the  form  of  Kpe/xa/xei/ov,  see  K.  §  179.  5.  —  Covets  .  .  .  . 
euros,  this  man  is  a  murderer.  They  perceived  from  his  chain,  per 
haps,  or  some  other  indication,  that  Paul  was  a  prisoner.  The 
attack  of  the  viper  proved  to  them  that  he  must  have  committed 
some  atrocious  crime,  fovtvs  points,  not  to  a  specific  offence,  but 
sto  the  class  of  offenders  to  which  they  supposed  he  might  be 
long. — 17  81/07  £5V  °^K  eiao-ei/,  j ustice  suffered  not  to  live.  Observe 
the  past  tense.  They  consider  his  doom  as  sealed.  Vengeance, 
in  their  view,  had  already  smitten  its  victim. 

V.  5.  €7ra$ev  orSei/  KO.KOV,  suffered  no  evil.  This  statement  agrees 
with  the  supposition  either  that  he  had  not  been  bitten,  or  that 
the  poison  had  produced  no  effect  upon  him. 

V.  6.  avrov  /AeAAeiv  Trt/xTrpaor^ai,  that  he  ivould  be  inflamed  (lit. 
burn),  since  inflammation  is  attended  with  heat.  —  KaraTriVreiv 
a<£vco  j/e/cpoV,  that  he  would  suddenly  fall  down  dead.  Sudden  col 
lapse  and'  death  ensue  often  from  the  bite  of  serpents.  Shak- 
speare  speaks  as  a  naturalist  when  he  says  of  the  asp-bitten 
Cleopatra, 

"  Trembling  she  stood,  and  on  the  sudden  dropped." 

aroTrov,  nothing  bad,  injurious;  in  a  moral  sense,  in  Luke 
23,  41. — /xera/SaAAojaevot  may  take  after  it  rty  yvw/x/^v  or  omit  it.  — 
$eoi/  avrov  eu/cu,  that  he  was  a  god.  Bengel :  "  Aut  latro,  inquiunt, 
aut  dens;  sic  modo  tauri,  modo  lapides  (14,  13.  19).  Datur  ter- 
tium ;  homo  DEI." 

V.  7.  Trept  TOV  TOTTOV  e/ceu/ov,  around  that  place,  the  one  where 
they  were  wrecked.  Tradition  places  the  residence  of  Publius 
at  Citta  Vecchia,  the  Medina  of  the  Saracens  ;  which,  though  in 
the  centre  of  Malta,  is  but  a  few  miles  from  the  coast  (see 
on  v.  1).  —  TW  7rpeoTa>  TT}S  vrjvov.  There  can  be  no  doubt  that 
Puhlim  is  called  the  frst  (or  chief)  of  the  island  because  he 
was  the  Roman  governor.  Melita  was  first  conquered  by  the 
Romans  during  the  Punic  wars,  and  in  the  time  of  Cicero  (4  Ver. 
c.  18)  was  annexed  to  the  prastorship  of  Sicily.  The  praBtor  of 
1hat  island  would  naturally  have  a  legate  or  deputy  at  this  place. 
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The  title  Trporros,  under  which  he  is  mentioned  here,  h:\s  been 
justly  cited  by  apologetic  writers,  as  Tholuck,  Ebrard,  Knibbr, 
Baumgarten,  Lardner,  Paley,  Howson,  as  a  striking  proof  of 
Luke's  accuracy.  No  other  ancient  writer  happens  to  have  given 
his  official  designation  ;  but  two  inscriptions,  one  in  Greek  and 
the  other  in  Latin,  have  been  discovered  in  Malta,  in  which  we 
meet  with  the  same  title  employed  by  Luke  in  this  passage.1  It 
is  impossible  to  believe  that  Publius,  or  any  other  single  individ 
ual,  would  be  called  the  first  man  in  the  island,  except  by  way 
of  official  eminence.  It  will  be  observed  that  the  father  of  Pub 
lius  was  still  living,  and  during  his  lifetime  h^  would  naturally 
have  taken  precedence  of  the  son,  had  the  distinction  in  this 
case  been  one  which  belonged  to  the  family.2  —  ^/ 


1  "  The  one  in  Greek  is  supposed  to  form  a  votive  inscription  by  a  Roman 
knight,  named  Aulus  Castricius,  '  first  of  the  Melitans  '  (irpSrros  Me\iTaiW)r  to 
the  emperor.  The  Latin  inscription,  on  the  pedestal  of  a  column,  was  discov 
ered  at  Citta  Vecchia,  in  excavating  the  foundation  of  the  Casa  del  Magistrate, 
in  1747." 

*  I  have  allowed  this  note  to  remain  as  it  stood  in  the  other  edition,  as  it  rep 
resents  the  general  opinion  of  scholars  respecting  the  official  rank  of  Pnblius. 
Yet  it  is  possible  that  they  have  erred  in  assigning  this  precise  import  to  the 
title.  I  insert  with  thanks  for  the  suggestion  the  following  criticism  of  President 
Woolsey  on  this  point  :  "The  best  information  which  we  can  obtain  respecting 
the  situation  of  Malta  at  the  time  of  Paul's  visit,  renders  it  doubtful,  to  say  the 
least,  whether  the  interpreters  are  in  the  right  as  it  regards  the  station  of  Publius. 
In  a  Greek  inscription  of  an  earlier  date  we  find  mention  made  of  two  persons 
holding  the  office  of  archon  or  magistrate  in  the  island.  A  later  inscription  of 
the  times  of  the  Emperors  may  be  translated  as  follows  :  'Lucius  Pudens,  son  of 
Claudius,  of  the  tribe  Quirina,  a  Roman  eques,  first  [irp&Tos,  as  in  Acts]  and 
patron  of  the  Melitaeans,  after  being  magistrate  and  having  held  the  post  of 
flamen  to  Augustus,  erected  this.'  Here  it  appears  that  the  person  named  was 
still  chief  man  of  the  island,  although  his  magistracy  had  expired.  From  this 
inscription  and  others  in  Latin  found  at  Gozzo,  it  is  probable  that  the  inhabitants 
of  both  islands  had  received  the  privilege  of  Roman  citizenship,  and  were  enrolled 
in  the  tribe  Quirina.  The  magistracy  was.  no  doubt,  that  of  the  Duumvirs,  the 
usual  municipal  chief  officers.  The  other  titles  correspond  with  titles  to  be  met 
with  on  marbles  relating  to  towns  in  Italy.  Thus  the  title  of  chief  corresponds 
to  that  of  princeps  in  the  colony  of  Pisa,  and  is  probably  no  more  a  name  of 
office  than  the  title  of  patron.  For  no  such  officer  is  known  to  have  existed  in 
the  colonies  or  in  the  municipia,  and  the  princeps  colonies  of  Pisa  is  mentioned  at  a 
time  when  it  is  said  that  owing  to  a  contention  between  candidates  there  were  no 
magistrates."  —  The  difference  does  not  affect  the  value  of  the  alleged  proof  of 
the  narrator's  accuracy  ;  for  in  either  case  the  term  is  a  Roman  title,  and  is  ap 
plied  by  Luke  to  a  person  who  bears  it  at  the  right  time  and  in  the  right  place. 
Indeed,  the  appellation  of  prince  or  patron  would  be  more  striking  than  that  of 
magistrate,  inasmuch  as  the  range  of  its  application  is  narrower,jmd  a  writer  who 
was  not  stating  the  truth  would  be  more  liable  to  introduce  it  under  circum 
stances  that  would  render  it  inadmissible. 
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entertained  us,  viz.  Luke,  Paul,  Aristarclms  (27,  2),  antl  no  doubt 
the  noble-hearted  Julius ;  not  the  entire  two  hundred  and  sev 
enty-six  (Bmg.),  as  so  indiscriminate  a  hospitality  would  be  un 
called  for  and  without  any  sufficient  motive. 

V.  8.  irvperois.  The  plural  has  been  supposed  to  describe  the 
fever  with  reference  to  its  recurrent  attacks  or  paroxysms.  This 
is  one  of  those  expressions  in  Luke's  writings  that  have  been 
supposed  to  indicate  his  professional  training  as  a  physician. 
See  also  12,  23;  13,  11 ;  and  especially  the  comparison  (6  (8ptos 
avrov  were!  $po/x/3ot  cu/xaros  Kara/5atVovTes)  in  his  Gospel  (22,  44). 
It  is  correct  to  attach  to  them  that  significancy.  No  other  writer 
of  the  New  Testament  exhibits  this  sort  of  technical  precision 
in  speaking  of  diseases.  The  disorder  with  which  the  father  of 
Publius  was  affected  was  dysentery  combined  with  fever.  It 
was  formerly  asserted  that  a  dry  climate,  like  that  of  Malta,  would 
not  produce  such  a  disorder ;  but  we  have  now  the  testimony  of 
physicians  resident  in  that  island,  that  it  is  by  no  means  uncom 
mon  there  at  the  present  day. 

V.  10.  01  KCU,  who  also,  on  their  part,  i.  e.  while  they  came  and 
were  healed  of  their  maladies.  —  TroAAats  TI/XCUS  ert/x^o-av  ^/xa?,  hon 
ored  us  (viz.  Paul  and  his  companions)  with  many  honors,  courte 
sies.  They  were  entertained  with  a  generous  hospitality,  and 
distinguished  by  marks  of  special  regard  and  kindness.  Some 
render  n/xais  rewards  or  presents ;  but  the  next  clause  appears  to 
limit  their  reception  of  the  favors  in  question  to  the  time  of  their 
departure  and  to  the  relief  of  their  necessary  wants.  It  is  cer 
tain  that  they  did  not,  even  then,  accept  the  gifts  which  were 
proffered  to  them  as  a  reward  for  their  services ;  for  that  would 
have  been  at  variance  with  the  command  of  Christ  in  Matt.  10,  8. 


VERSES   11-16.     Prosecution  of  the  Journey  to  Rome. 


V.  11.  /xera  rpets  prjvas.  The  three  months  are  the  time  that 
they  remained  on  the  island.  They  were  probably  the  months 
of  November,  December,  and  January.  The  season  may  have 
admitted  of  their  putting  to  sea  earlier  than  usual.  The  arrival 
at  Melita  could  not  have  been  later  than  October,  for  a  brief  in 
terval  only  lay  between  the  fast  (27,  9)  and  the  beginning  of  the 
storm  (27,27).  —  ev  TrXoiw  Trapa/cexeitiaKOTi.  Luke  does  not  state 
why  this  vessel  had  wintered  here.  It  is  a  circumstance  which 
shows  the  consistency  of  the  narrative.  The  storm  which  occa 
sioned  the  wr£ck  of  Paul's  vessel  had  delayed  this  one  so  long, 
that  it  was  necessary  on  reaching  Melita  to  suspend  the  voyage 


CHAP.  XX  VIII,  12.13.  COMMENTARY.  451 


until  spring.  This  vessel  had  been  during  the  winter  at 
which  must  always  have  been  the  principal  harbor  of  Malta.  — 
Tra/Dao-^/xo)  Aiocr/co^pois,  icif.k  the  sign  Dioscuri,  or  {/tx/i/i^'"ixJt.cfl  by 
Dioscuri,  i.  e.  having  images  of  Castor  arid  Pollux  painted  or 
carved  on  the  prow,  from  which  images  the  vessel  may  have  been 
named.  This  use  of  figure-heads  on  ancient  ships  was  very  com 
mon.  See  Diet,  of  Antt,  Art.  Lisixne.  Castor  and  Pollux  were 
the  favorite  gods  of  seamen,  the  winds  and  waves  being  supposed 
to  be  specially  subject  to  their  control.  It  is  of  them  that  Horace 
says  (Od.  1.  12.  27-32)  : 

"  Quorum  simul  alba  nautis 

Stella  refulsit, 

Defluit  saxis  agitatus  humor; 
Concidunt  venti,  fugiuntque  nubes, 
Et  minax  (quod  sic  voluere)  ponto 

Unda  recumbit." 

See,  also,  Od.  1.  3.  2.  Trapaa-rj^  may  be  a  noun  or  an  adjective. 
The  former  appears  to  have  been  most  common  in  this  applica 
tion.  The  other  construction  is  easier  as  regards  the  dative,  and 
is  preferred  by  De  Wette. 

V.  12.  Supa/coTxras,  Syracuse.  This  city,  the  capital  of  Sicily, 
on  the  southeastern  coast  of  that  island,  was  about  eighty  miles 
north  from  Melita.  It  was  built  partly  on  the  adjacent  island  of 
Ortygia,  and  from  that  circumstance,  or  as  others  say  because  it 
included  at  length  several  villages,  may  have  received  its  plural 
name.  The  modern  Siracusa  or  Siragossa  occupies  only  a  part 
of  the  ancient  city,  viz.  Ortygia  (Forbg.).  —  eVc/aetVa/xev.  They 
may  have  stopped  here  for  trade,  or  in  the  hope  of  a  better 
wind. 

V.  13.  TrepieA^oVre?,  having  come  .around  or  ahout.  The  sense 
of  the  preposition  it  is  impossible  to  determine  with  certainty. 
One  supposition  is,  that  it  refers  to  their  frequent  alteration  of 
the  ship's  course  ;  in  other  words,  to  their  tacking,  because  the 
wind  was  unfavorable.  So  Smith,  Howson,  and  others,  explain 
the  word.  Mr.  Lcwin  thinks  that  "as  the  wind  was  westerly, 
and  they  were  under  the  shelter  of  the  high  mountainous  range 
of  Etna,  they  were  obliged  to  stand  out  to  sea  in  order  to  fill 
their  sails,  and  so  come  to  Rhegium  by  a  circuitous  swvf|.."  ' 
Another  view  is,  that  they  were  compelled  by  the  wind  to  follow 

1  "  I  was  informed  by  a  friend  many  years  ago,  that  when  he  made  the  voyage 
himself  from  Syracuse  to  Rhegium,  the  vessel  in  which  he  sailed  took  a  similar 
circuit  for  a  similar  reason.''  Lewin,  II.  p.  736. 
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closely  the  sinuosities  of  the  coast,  to  proceed  circuitously.  De 
Wette  says,  which  is  much  less  probable,  that  they  may  have 
gone  around  Sicily,  or  the  southern  extremity  of  Italy.  —  ei?  'Prj- 
yiov,  unto  Rkegium,  now  Reggio,  which  was  an  Italian  seaport, 
opposite  to  the  northeastern  point  of  Sicily.  Here  they  remained 
a  day,  when  the  wind,  which  had  been  adverse  since  their  leav 
ing  Syracuse,  became  fair,  and  they  resumed  the  voyage.  The 
steamers  between  Naples  and  Malta  touch  at  Messina,  and  Reg 
gio  appears  in  full  view  on  the  Italian  side.  If  Paul  passed  here 
in  February  (v.  11  above),  the  mountains  on  the  island  and  on 
the  main  land  were  still  covered  with  snow,  and  presented  to 
the  eye  a  dreary  aspect.  —  eTrryevo/Ao/ov  vdVov,  a  south  wind  having 
arisen  on  them ;  comp.  the  compound  participle  in  v.  2,  and  in  27, 
20.  The  dative  of  the  person  is  often  expressed  after  eiri  with 
this  force  ;  see  Herod.  8.  13.  —  Sevrepatot,  on  the  second  day ;  comp. 
John  11,  39.  This  adverbial  use  of  the  ordinals  is  classical.  K.  $ 
264.  3.  b.  —  ets  IIoTto'Aovs.  Puteoli,  now  Pozzuoli,  was  eight  miles 
southwest  from  Neapolis,  the  modern  Naples.  It  derived  its 
name  from  the  springs  (putei)  which  abound  there,  or  from  the 
odor  of  the  waters  (a  putendo).1  Its  earlier  Greek  name  was 
Ai/ccuupxeia.  It  was  the  principal  port  south  of  Rome.  Nearly 
all  the  Alexandrian  and  a  great  part  of  the  Spanish  trade  with 
Italy  was  brought  hither.  The  seventy-seventh  Letter  of  Seneca 
gives  a  lively  description  of  the  interest  -which  the  arrival  of  the 
corn-ships  from  Egypt  was  accustomed  to  excite  among  the  inhab 
itants  of  that  town.  A  mole  with  twenty-five  arches  stretched 
itself  into  the  sea,  at  the  entrance  of  this  bay,  alongside  of  which 
the  vessels  as  they  arrived  cast  anchor  for  the  delivery  of  their 
freight  and  passengers.  Thirteen  of  the  piers  which  upheld  this 
immense  structure,  show  their  forms  still  above  the  water,  and 
point  out  to  us  as  it  were  the  very  footsteps  of  the  apostle  as  he 
passed  from  the  ship  to  the  land.  —  The  voyage  from  Rhegium 
to  Puteoli,  which  the  Castor  and  Pollux  accomplished  in  less  than 
two  days,  was  about  one  hundred  and  eighty  miles.  The  pas 
sage,  therefore,  was  a  rapid  one ;  but  as  examples  of  the  ancient 
rate  of  sailing  show,  not  unprecedented.  Herodotus  states  that 
a  ship  could  sail  seven  hundred  stadia  in  a  day,  and  six  hundred 
in  a  night,  i,  e.  thirteen  hundred  in  twenty-four  hours,  which 
would  be  at  the  rate  of  about  one  hundred  and  fifty  English  miles 
a  day.  Strabo  says,  that  a  voyage  could  be  made  from  Sammo- 


1  As  examples,  travellers  will  recollect  the  Grotto  del  Cane  near  Cumae,  and 
the  Baths  of  Nero  at  Baia. 
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nium  to  Egypt  in  four  days,  reckoning  the  distance  at  five  thou 
sand  stadia,  or  about  five  hundred  and  seventy-three  miles.  This 
would  be  sailing  one  hundred  and  forty-three  miles  in  twenty- 
four  hours,  or  six  miles  an  hour.  Pliny  mentions  several  voyages 
which  would  be  considered  very  good  in  modern  times.  He  says 
that  the  prefects  Galerius  and  Babilius  arrived  at  Alexandria,  the 
former  on  the  seventh,  the  latter  on  the  sixth  day,  after  leaving 
the  Straits  of  Messina.  He  states,  also,  that  passages  were  made, 
under  favorable  circumstances,  from  the  Straits  of  Hercules  to 
Ostia,  in  seven  days;  from  the  nearest, port  of  Spain,  in  four; 
from  the  province  of  Narbonne,  in  three ;  and  from  Africa,  in  two. 
Probably  the  most  rapid  run  mentioned  by  any  ancient  writer  is 
that  of  Arrian,  in  his  Periplus  of  the  Euxine,  who  says  that 
"  they  got  under  way  about  daybreak,"  and  that  by  midday  they 
had  come  more  than  five  hundred  stadia ;  that  is,  more  than  fifty 
geographical  miles,  which  is  at  least  eight  miles  an  hour.1  The 
mean  of  the  foregoing  examples  is  seven  miles  an  hour ;  and  if 
we  suppose  that  the  Castor  and  Polux  sailed  at  that  rate,  the 
passage  would  have  required  only  about  twenty-six  hours.  This 
result  agrees  perfectly  with  Luke's  account ;  for  he  states  that 
they  left  Rhegium  on  one  day  and  arrived  at  Puteoli  on  the  next. 
Their  course,  it  will  be  observed,  was  nearly  due  north,  and  they 
were  favored  with  a  south  wind. 

V.  14.  eV  aurois,  with  (lit.  upon)  them;  comp.  21,4.  The  local 
idea  blends  itself  with  the  personal.  See  W.  $  48.  c.  — rfpepas 
ITTTO.,  a  iveek ;  see  on  20,  6.  They  had  an  opportunity  to  spend  a 
Sabbath  with  the  Christians  there.  The  centurion  granted  this 
delay,  not  improbably,  in  order  to  gratify  the  wishes  of  Paul. 
After  such  events,  the  prisoner  would  have  a  power  over  his 
keeper  well  nigh  unbounded.  In  the  mean  time,  the  news  of 
the  apostle's  arrival  would  travel  to  Rome,  and  thus  prepare  the 
way  for  what  we  read  in  the  next  verse.  —  KOL  ovrws,  K.  r.  X.,  and 
so,  after  the  interval  thus  spent,  we  went  unto  Rome ;  not  came 
unless  the  remark  be  proleptic.  The  incidents  in  v.  15  occur  on 
the  way  thither.  On  leaving  Puteoli,  Julius  and  his  party  would 
proceed  naturally  to  Capua,  about  twelve  miles,  the  nearest  point 
for  intersecting  the  Appian  Way.  The  distance  from  Capua 
to  Rome  by  this  road  was  about  one  hundred  and  twenty-five 
miles.2 

1  I  have  relied  for  these  statements,  partly  on  Forbiger,  and  partly  on  Bisco« 
and  Smith. 

2  Mr.  Howson's  map  of  this  journey  to  the  city  will  enable  the  reader  to  follow 
the  apostle's  course  very  distinctly. 
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V.  15.  Two  companies  of  the  Christians  at  Rome  went  forth 
to  meet  the  apostle  ;  but  separately  and  at  different  times.  Hence 
the  advanced  party  reached  Appii  Forum,  about  forty  miles  from 
Rome,  before  Paul  appeared  ;  the  later  party  met  him  at  Tres 
Tabernce,  which  was  thirty  miles  from  Rome.  (Itiner.  Antonin.) 
Other  estimates  (Itiner.  Hieros.)  place  Appii  Forum  a  few  miles 
nearer  to  Rome.  This  town  was  named  from  Appius  Claudius 
Caecus,  who  built  the  Appian  Way.  It  lay  on  the  northern  bor 
der  of  the  Pontine  Marshes,  at  the  end  of  the  canal  which  ex 
tended  thither  from  a  point  a  few  miles  above  Anxur  or  Terra- 
cina.  Horace  (Sat.  1.  5.  4)  speaks  of  Appii  Forum  as  "full  of 
boatmen,"  who  were  engaged  in  forwarding  passengers  over  this 
canal,  a  distance  of  twenty  miles.  The  Appiau  Way  ran  near 
the  canal,  and  it  would  depend  on  circumstances  unknown  to  us, 
whether  the  centurion  travelled  in  one  mode  or  the  other.  Strabo 
mentions  that  night-travellers  (as  in  the  case  of  Horace)  usually 
preferred  the  boat.  The  present  Locanda  di  Foro  Appio,  a 
wretched  inn,  marks  probably  the  site  of  Appii  Forum.  It  is 
almost  the. only  human  shelter  in  the  midst  of  a  solitude  enliv 
ened  once  by  incessant  commerce  and  travel.  —  Tres  Tabernce, 
as  appears  from  one  of  Cicero's  letters  to  Atticus  (2.  12),  must 
have  been  near  where  the  cross-road  from  Antiurn  fell  into  the 
Appian  Way.  It  is  thought  to  have  been  not  far  from  the  mod 
ern  Cisterna,  the  bulk  of  which  lies  on  the  traveller's  left  in 
going  ^from  Rome  to  Naples,  under  the  shadow  of  the  Volscian 
Hills.  —  o£s  .  .  .  .  $a/3cros,  whom  Paul  seeing  gave  thanks  to  Gad  and 
took  courage.  He  may  have  met  a  few  of  the  Roman  Christians 
in  foreign  lands,  but  was  a  stranger  to  nearly  al]  of  them  except 
in  name,  and  would  approach  the  city  with  the  natural  anxiety 
of  one  who  had  yet  to  learn  what  feelings  they  entertained  tow 
ards  him.  Such  a  cordial  reception,  such  impatience  to  see  him 
and  welcome  him  to  their  hearts,  would  scatter  all  his  doubts, 
and  thrill  his  bosom  with  gratitude  and  joy.  The  church  at  Rome 
contained  heathen  converts  as  well  as  Jewish.  The  apostle  of 
the  Gentiles  would  see  a  special  cause  for  encouragement  and 
thanksgiving,  in  the  presence  of  such  witnesses  of  the  success 
of  the  gospel  in  the  great  metropolis. 

V.  16.  As  Paul  travelled  on  the  Appian  Way,  he  must  have 
entered  Rome  through  the  Capenian  Gate,  not  far  from  the  mod 
ern  Porta  San  Sebastiano.  —  6  cKarovrap^o?  ....  aTpaTOTrt&dpxr),  the 
centurion  delivered  the  prisoners  to  the  commander  of  the  camp,  i.  e. 
the  praetorian  camp,  where  the  emperor's  body-guard  was  qua-r- 
tered.  See  Phil.  1,  13.  This  camp  or  garrison  had  been  built 
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by  Sejanus,  the  favorite  of  Tiberius,  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Porta 
Nbmentana  (Win.).  The  exact  spot  is  known  to  be  that  within 
the  projection,  at  the  northeast  corner  of  the  present  city-\vall. 
Nearly  all  critics  at  present,  as  Olshausen,  Anger,  De  Writ.-, 
Meyer,  Wiescler,  suppose  this  officer,  i.  e.  the  prwfcctus  pra-turin, 
to  be  meant  here.  The  prisoners  who  were  sent  to  Rome  from 
the  provinces  were  committed  to  his  custody.  There  is  a  differ 
ence  of  opinion  in  regard  to  the  article.  The  command  of  the 
praetorian  guard  was  originally  divided  between  two  prefects,  but 
during  the  reign  of  Claudius,  Burrus  Afranius,  a  distinguished 
Roman  general,  was  appointed  sole  prcefectus  p recto  no,  and  re 
tained  this  office  as  late  certainly  as  the  beginning  of  A.  D.  62. 
On  his  death  the  command  was  committed  again  to  two  prefects, 
as  it  had  been  at  first,  and  this  continued  to  be  the  arrangement 
until  a  late  period  of  the  empire.  The  time  of  Paul's  arrival  at 
Rome  could  not  have  been  far  from  A.  D.  62,  as  admits  of  being 
shown  by  an  independent  calculation  (see  Introd.  $  6.  5).  Wie- 
seler  (p.  86)  supposes  ru>  o-rparoTrcSap^  to  refer  to  Burrus,  as  sole 
prefect  at  that  time,  and  he  urges  the  .expression  as  a  reason  for 
assigning  the  apostle's  arrival  to  A.  D.  62,  or  the  year  preceding. 
It  is  very  possible  that  this  view  is  the  correct  one.  It  would 
furnish  a  striking  coincidence  between  Luke's  narrative  and  the 
history  of  the  times.  Yet,  in  speaking  of  the  prefect,  the  writer 
may  have  meant  the  one  who  acted  in  this  particular  case,  the 
one  who  took  into  his  charge  the  prisoners  whom  the  centurion 
transferred  to  him,  whether  he  was  sole  prefect  or  had  a  colleague 
with  him ;  comp.  24,  23.  De  Wette  assents  to  Meyer  in  this  ex 
planation  of  the  article.  The  expression,  as  so  understood,  does 
not  affirm  that  there  was  but  one  prefect,  or  deny  it.  —  rw  II  Ilai;- 
Aa>,  K.  r.  A.,  Bat  it  was  permitted  to  Paul  (i.  e.  by  the  prefect  to  whom 
he  had  been  consigned)  to  dwell  by  himself,  instead  of  being  con 
fined  with  the  other  prisoners.  This  was  a  favor  which  the  Ro 
man  laws  often  granted  to  those  who  were  not  suspected  of  any 
very  serious  offence.  The  centurion,  who  had  already  shown 
himself  so  friendly  to  the  apostle,  may  have  interceded  for  him  ; 
or  the  terms  in  which  Festus  had  reported  the  case  (see  on  26, 
32)  may  have  conciliated  the  prefect.  In  the  use  of  this  liberty, 
Paul  repaired  first  to  the  house  of  some  friend  (v.  23),  and  after 
wards  rented  an  appartment  for  his  own  use  (v.  30).  —  o-tV  TO> 
<£vAacro-oi/Ti  OLVTOV  OTpariom;,  with  the  sall/cr  /r//o  ginifilrtl  him.  and 
to  whom  he  was  fastened  by  a  chain.  Different  soldiers  relieved 
each  other  in  the  performance  of  this  office.  Hen ••«•,  as  Paul 
states  in  Phil.  1,  13,  he  became,  in  the  course  of  time,  personally 
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known  to  a  great  number  of  the  praetorian  soldiers,  and  through 
them  to  their  comrades.  The  notoriety  which  he  thus  acquired 
served  to  make  his  character  as  a  prisoner  for  the  sake  of  the 
gospel  more  widely  known,  and  thvs  to  aid  him  in  his  efforts  to 
extend  the  knowledge  of  Christ.  To  this  result  the  apostle  re 
fers  in  Phil.  1,  12  sq. 

VERSES   17-22.     Paul  has  an  Interview  with  the  chief  Men  of  the 
Jeivs  at  Rome. 

V.  17.  /A€Ta  T7/x€pas  Tptts,  after  three  days,  on  the  third  from  his 
arrival ;  comp.  25,  1.  The  apostle's  untiring  activity  is  manifest 
to  the  last. — r&v  'IouS<uW  are  the  unbelieving  Jews,  not  the  Jewish 
Christians.  Their  first  men  would  be  the  rulers  of  the  synagogue, 
or  would  include  them.  —  IvavrLov  governs  the  dative  here,  as  in 
1  Thess.  2,  15;  comp.  26,  9.  —  Troirjo-a?,  though  I  had  done.  —  e£ 
'lepoo-oAv/Awv,  from  Jerusalem,  whence  he  had  been  sent  to  Caesa- 
rea.  —  cts  ras  xetpas  TOJV  'PayuuW,  into  ike  hands  of  the  Romans, 
viz.  Felix  and  Festus,  who  represented  their  countrymen.  The 
remark  refers  to  them,  as  is  evident  from  dm/cpa/ai/res  in  the  next 
verse. 

V.  19.  dvriAeyoWes,  objecting,  describes  very  mildly  the  opposi 
tion  of  the  Jews  to  the  apostle's  acquital.  dSeX^ot,  Aa<3,  Trarpwots, 
'lo-parjX,  which  follow  so  rapidly  breathe  the  same  conciliatory 
spirit.  Such  expressions  show  how  self-forgetting  Paul  was,  how 
ready  to  acknowledge  what  was  common  to  his  opponents  and 
himself.  —  -^vayKao-^v  eTrtKoAeoraa-^at  Kaurapa,  /  was  compelled  to 
appeal  unto.  Ccesar ;  as  his  only  resort  in  order  to  save  himself 
from  assassination  or  judicial  murder ;  comp.  25,  9  sq.  —  ofy  ws, 
K.  r.  A.,  not  as  having  (i.  e.  because  I  had)  anything  (as  the  mo 
tive  for  this  appeal)  to  charge  against  my  nation,  viz.  before  the 
emperor.  The  apostle  would  repel  a  suspicion  which  he  sup 
posed  it  not  unnatural  for  the  Roman  Jews  to  entertain ;  or,  pos 
sibly,  would  deny  an  imputation  with  which  the  Jews  in  Pales 
tine  had  actually  aspersed  him  (WiesL).  Paul  says  my  nation 
(e^yovs  fjiov)  and  not  people  (see  Aa<3  above),  because  Keuo-apa 
just  before  distinguishes  the  Romans  and  the  Jews  from  each 
other. 

V.  20.  Sia  ravTrjv  ovv  TT)V  curiav,  On  this  account,  therefore,  viz. 
that  his  feelings  towards  the  Jews  were  so  friendly.  —  Trape/mAco-a 
vjnas  tSav,  I  called,  invited,  you  that  I  might  see  you.  Some  sup 
ply  e/xe  as  the  object  of  iSetv,  which  destroys  the  unity  of  the  sen 
tence.  —  eVeKct/  ....  'lo-parJA.,  for  on  account  of  the  hope  of  Israel 
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i.  e.  the  hope  of  a  Messiah  which  the  nation  entertained ;  comp. 
26,  6.  This  clause  is  coordinate  with  the  one  which  piv< 
It  states  an  additional  reason  why  he  had  sought  the  present  in 
terview. —  rrjv  u.X.va-i,v  ravrrjv  TrepiKti/xat,  I  am  compassed  with  tins 
chain,  have  my  arm  bound  with  it.  So,  also,  when  the  apostle 
wrote  in  Phil.  4,  44  "Rejoice  in  the  Lord  always;  and,  again,  I 
say,  rejoice,"  he  was  manacled  as  a  felon,  and  was  liable  at  any 
moment  to  be  condemned  to  the  wild  beasts  or  the  block.  The 
construction  is  similar  to  that  of  the  accusative  after  passive  verbs ; 
COmp.  Trepi/ceirai  u.cr^eVeiai'  in  Heb.  5,  2. 

V.  21.  r//xet?  ovre  ypa/zyMara,  K.  r.  A.,  We  received  neither  letters, 
etc.  This  statement  refers  to  their  having  received  no  official 
information,  either  written  or  oral,  in  regard  to  the  circumstances 
under  which  Paul  had  been  sent  to  Rome.  Some  have  supposed 
the  Jews  to  be  insincere  in  this  declaration,  as  if  it  was  improb 
able  that  they  should  have  been  uninformed  in  regard  to  so  im 
portant  an  event.  But  we  have  no  sufficient  reason  for  calling 
in  question  their  veracity.  The  Palestine  Jews  could  hardly  have 
foreseen  the  issue  to  which  the  case  was  so  suddenly  brought; 
and  hence,  before  the  apostle's  appeal,  would  have  deemed  it 
unnecessary  to  apprise  the  Jews  at  Rome  of  the  progress  of  the 
trial.  It  is  barely  possible  that  they  could  have  forwarded  intelli 
gence  since  the  appeal  had  taken  place.  Paul  departed  for  Italy 
evidently  soon  after  he  had  appealed,  and  must  have  availed 
himself  of  one  of  the  last  opportunities  for  such  a  voyage  winch 
the  season  of  the  year  allowed.  Having  spent  the  winter  at 
Melita,  he  had  proceeded  to  Rome  at  the  earliest  moment  in  the 
spring ;  so  that  in  the  ordinary  course  of  things  he  must  have 
arrived  there  in  advance  of  any  ship  that  might  have  left  Pales 
tine  after  the  reopening  of  navigation.  —  Repeat  OTTO  -n/s  'lovSata? 
after  7rapay«>o/xevos. —  rt«?  TUV  dSeA^cov,  any  one  of  the  brethren,  of  our 
countrymen,  i.  e.  as  a  special  messenger,  as  a  complainant. 

V.  22.  d£ioi)/xev  8e  Trapa  <rov  d/covo-ai,  But  (though  in  the  absence 
of  such  information  we  offer  no  complaint)  we  deem  it  proper 
(Mey.  Rob.)  to  hear  from  thce ;  comp.  15,  38.  The  verb  may  also 
mean  we  desire  (De  Wet.  E.  V.),  but  is  less  common  in  that 
sense.  —  Trept  /xev  yap  r»}s  atpeWos  rairrr/9,  for  concerning  this  sect  of 
which  Paul  was  known  to  be  an  adherent ;  and  as  that  circum 
stance  (yap)  was  not  in  his  favor,  they  intimate  that  he  w:i* 
bound  to  vindicate  himself  from  the  reproach  of  such  a  connec 
tion.  The  Jews,  it  will  be  observed,  in  their  reply  to  the  apostle, 
abstain  from  any  allusion  to  the  Christians  at  Rome;  iiuleecK 
they  might  have  expressed  themselves  in  the  same  manner  had 
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no  church  existed  there  at  this  time,  or  had  they  been  entirely 
ignorant  of  its  existence.  To  understand  them,  however,  as  af 
firming  that  they  had  heard  of  the  sect  only  by  report,  that  they 
possessed  no  personal  knowledge  of  any  who  were  connected 
with  it,  is  certainly  unauthorized.  Baur,1  proceeds  on  this  false 
assumption,  and  then  represents  the  passage  as  inconsistent  with 
the  Epistle  to  the  Romans,  which  was  written  several  years  be 
fore  this,  and  exhibits  to  us  a  flourishing  church  in  the  Roman 
metropolis.  Zeller  says  the  same  thing.  The  peculiarity  in  the 
case  is  not  by  any  means  that  the  Jews  denied  that  they  were 
acquainted  with  those  who  held  the  Christian  faith,  but  that  they 
avoided  so  carefully  any  reference  to  the  fact;  what  they  knew 
was  matter  of  general  notoriety  (Travra^ov  dvrtXeyerat)  ;  they  de 
cline  the  responsibility  of  asserting  anything  on  the  ground  of 
their  own  personal  knowledge.  Various  explanations  have  been 
given  of  this  reserve  on  the  part  of  the  Jews.  Olshausen's 
hypothesis  is,  that  the  opposition  between  the  Jewish  Christians 
and  the  Jews  had  become  such,  before  Claudius  banished  the 
latter  from  Rome,  as  to  separate  them  entirely  from  each  other; 
and  consequently  that  the  Christians  there  remained  in  fact  un 
known  to  the  Jews  who  returned  to  Rome  after  the  decree  of 
banishment  ceased  to  be  in  force.  This  view  is  improbable,  and 
has  found  no  supporters.  The  opinion  of  many  of  the  older 
critics,  to  which  Tholuck 2  also  has  returned,  is  that  the  Trpwrot 
TWV  'lovSauav  affected  to  be  thus  ignorant  in  regard  to  the  Roman 
Christians  ;  that  they  wished  to  deceive  the  apostle,  and  uttered 
a  direct  falsehood  when  they  told  him  that  they  had  received  no 
information  concerning  him  from  the  Palestine  Jews.  Tbe  best 
account  of  this  peculiarity,  it  appears  to  me,  is  that  which  Phi- 
lippi  has  suggested  in  his  recent  Commentary  on  the  Epistle  to 
the  Romans.3  The  situation  of  the  Jews  at  Rome,  after  their 
recent  banishment  by  Claudius,  was  still  critical  and  insecure.  It 
was  very  important  for  them  to  avoid  the  displeasure  of  the  gov 
ernment  ;  to  abstain  from  any  act  or  attitude  that  would  revive 
the  old  charge  against  them  of  being  quarrelsome  or  factious. 
They  saw  that  Paul  was  regarded  with  evident  favor  by  the 
Roman  officers ;  they  had  heard  from  him  that  the  procurator 
would  have  acquitted  him,  but  the  obstinate  Jews  had  compelled 

1  Paulus,  der  Apostel,  sein  Leben  und  Wirken,  seine  Briefe  and  seine  Lehre, 
p.  368  sq. 

2  Commentar  zura  Briefe  Pauli  an  die  Romer  (1842),  p.  14. 

3  Commentar  iiber  den  Brief  Pauli  an  die  Romer,  von  Friedrich  A.  Philippi 
(1848),  p.  xv. 
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him  to  appeal  to  Co?sar.  Having  had  no  intelligence  from  J;ulon, 
they  might  fear  that  their  countrymen  there  had  gone  too  f;ir,  mid 
had  placed  it  in  the  power  of  Paul  to  use  the  circumstance  to 
the  disadvantage  of  the  Jewish  cause  at  Rome.  Hemv  tln-y 
considered  it  advisable  for  the  present  to  conciliate  the  apostle, 
to  treat  him  mildly,  to  keep  out  of  sight  their  own  relations  to 
the  Christian  sect.  They  say  what  was  true.  No  special  and 
express  information  had  been  forwarded  to  them  respecting  his 
person  and  the  occurrence  mentioned  by  him,  and  they  knew 
that  the  sect  had  everywhere  an  evil  name.  But  they  suppress 
their  own  view  in  regard  to  the  Christian  faith,  as  something 
they  do  not  consider  it  necessary  and  expedient  to  avow,  and, 
out  of  fear  of  the  Roman  magistrates,  would  draw  as  little  at 
tention  as  possible  to  their  hostile  position  towards  the  Chris 
tians. 

VERSES  23-29.     His  Second  Interview  with  the  Jews. 

V.  23.  ra£a/z,evo6  Sc  auroj  fjfjitpav,  Noiv  having  appointed  for  him  a 
day,  at  his  own  suggestion  perhaps,  since  by  leaving  it  to  them 
to  designate  the  time  he  would  be  more  sure  of  their  presence. 
—  ei?  rr]v  £m'av,  unto  his  lodging.  The  term  implies  (Hesych.) 
that  it  was  a  place  where  he  was  entertained  as  a  guest  (comp. 
Philem.  22) ;  and  those  critics  are  right  who  distinguish  it  from 
the  "  hired  house "  mentioned  in  v.  30.  The  apostle,  at  first, 
as  would  be  natural,  was  received  into  some  one  of  the  Chris 
tian  families  at  Rome ;  but  after  a  time,  for  the  sake  of  greater 
convenience  or  independence,  he  removed  to  apartments  which 
would  be  more  entirely  subject  to  his  own  control.  That  Aquila 
(Rom.  IG,  3)  became  his  host  again  as  he  had  been  at  Corinth 
(18,  3)  is  not  impossible.  —  irAci'ove?,  more  than  on  the  former  oc 
casion. —  TTciSwv  ....  'Irjvov,  i.  e.  and  persuading  them  of  the  tilings 
concerning  Jesus.  For  the  double  accusative,  see  on  19,  8.  Here, 
too,  the  act  of  the  participle  refers  to  the  speaker's  aim  or  object, 
without  including  the  result.  It  may  be  inferred  from  what  fol 
lows,  that  the  greater  part  of  those  whom  Paul  addressed  with 
stood  his  efforts  to  win  them  to  the  truth ;  comp.  v.  25. 

V.  24.  01  /xcV  and  ot  oV  distribute  the  Jews  into  opposite  par 
ties.  The  proportion  which  the  convinced  bore  to  the  unbeliev 
ing  we  must  gather  from  the  drift  of  the  narrative. 

V.  25.  do-iyx^an/oi  8c  ovrcs  Trpos  dAAr/Xov?,  And  being  f?isrnri?itnt 
among  one  another.  This  varinm-r  Ihey  maybe  supposed  to  have 
evinced  by  an  open  declaration  of  their  different  views,  by  the 
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expression  of  dissent  and  objection  on  the  part  of  those  who  dis 
believed.  —  CITTWTOS  TOV  ILavXov  prjfjia  ei/,  Paul  having  said  one  ivord, 
at  the  time  of  their  departure  (De  Wet.)  ;  not  as  the  occasion  of 
it  (Mey.).  It  was  one  final,  significant  word,  as  opposed  to  many 
words  ;  comp.  Luke  20,  3.  —  Sux  'Ho-atou,  through  Isaiah.  See  on 
2,  16. 

V.  26.  Aeyoi/,  viz.  Isa.  6,  9  sq.,  cited  according  to  the  Seventy. 
The  passage  is  quoted  also  in  Matt.  13,  14  sq.  and  John  12,  40.  — 
For  the  Hebraistic  a/cor;  d/covo-ere,  see  the  note  on  4,  17.  —  ov  ^ 
c-vvrjr€.  may  express  the  future  result  with  more  certainty  than  the 
future  indicative.  See  on  13,  41.  —  For  /SAeVovres  j3\e\f/<-T€,  see  on 
7,34. 

V.  28.  ow,  therefore,  i.  e.  since  they  are  so  hardened  and  in 
corrigible.  —  on  .  .  .  .  o-currjpioi/,  that  to  the  Gentiles  the  salvation  was 
sent,  i.  e.  by  God  in  the  coming  of  the  apostle  to  Rome.  —  avrot, 
they  (emphatic),  although  they  are  heathen.  —  KOL  aKovcrovraL,  also 
ivill  hear  it,  viz.  the  message  of  this  salvation.  The  object  of  the 
verb  is  implied  in  cUreo-raXr/.  KCU  connects  the  reception  with  the 
offer  of  the  gospel.  —  Our  eyes  trace  here  the  last  words  in 
Luke's  record,  which  fell  from  the  lips  of  Paul.  It  is  remarkable 
that  they  are  precisely  such  words.  The  apostle  of  the  Gentiles 
points  again  to  his  commission  to  preach  to  all  nations,  and  de 
clares  that  the  heathen,  to  whom  he  was  sent  shall  accept  the 
Saviour  whom  the  Jews  disowned. 

V.  29.  This  verse  in  the  common  text  repeats  what  has  been 
said  in  the  eighteenth  verse.  It  appears  to  be  not  genuine.  Its 
principal  witnesses  are  G  H,  the  Ethiopic,  and  some  of  the 
later  fathers.  It  is  wanting  in  ABE,  the  Syriac,  and  the  best 
Latin  authorities.  Leading  critics,  as  Mill,  Lachmann,  Tischen- 
dorf,  Green,  reject  the  verse. 

VERSES  30.  31.     The  Condition  of  the  Apostle  during  his  Captivity. 


V.  30.  e/xetve  OLfTtav  oX^v,  remained  two  whole  years,  i.  e.  in  the 
state  mentioned,  with  the  evident  implication  that  at  the  end  of 
that  time  his  condition  changed.  Some  critics  deny  the  correct 
ness  of  this  inference  ;  but  the  better  opinion  affirms  it.  Had 
the  apostle  been  still  in  confinement,  the  writer  would  have  em 
ployed  more  naturally  the  present  tense  or  the  perfect  (remains 
or  has  remained)  instead  of  the  aorist.  The  reader's  conclusion 
is,  that  the  two  years  completed  the  term  of  the  apostle's  cap 
tivity,  and  that  when  Luke  penned  the  sentence,  the  prisoner 
was  either  at  liberty  or  else  was  no  longer  living.  Lekebusch 
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(p.  415)  pronounces  this  view  an  inevitable  one.  See  on  next 
verse.  —  The  StertW  oXrjv  would  bring  the  narrative  clown  to  A.  D. 
64.  Some  montbs  lay  between  the  commencement  of  this  y:ir 
and  the  outbreak  of  Nero's  persecution.  See  Introd.,  p.  27.  — 
ev  iSto)  /u,io-$a>/Atm,  in  his  own  hired  house,  i.  e.  hired  at  his  own  ex 
pense.  In  the  bosom  of  a  Christian  church,  the  apostle  could 
not  have  been  destitute  of  the  means  of  providing  for  such  an 
expense.  We  learn,  also,  from  Phil.  4,  14.  18,  that  during  this 
captivity  Paul  received  supplies  from  the  church  at  Philippi.  — 
aTreSc'xero,  in  its  special  sense,  received  gladly,  because  it  afforded 
him  such  joy  to  preach  the  Gospel;  comp.  15,  4;  18,  27. 

V.  31.  SiSao-K<ov,  sc.  carat's.  The  construction  is  similar  to  that, 
in  v.  23.  —  d/coAi/rco?,  without  molestation  on  the  part  of  the  Roman 
government.1  According  to  the  Roman  laws,  a  citizen  under 
arrest,  in  ordinary  cases,  could  give  security  or  bail,  and  thus 
enjoy  his  personal  liberty  until  he  was  brought  to  trial.  The 
freedom  granted  to  Paul  was  so  ample,  that  one  might  almost 
suppose  that  he  was  permitted  to  exercise  that  right ;  but  it  is 
rendered  certain  by  Phil.  1,  13.  16,  that,  he  continued  to  be 
guarded  by  a  Roman  soldier.  —  Among  the  friends  with  Paul 
during  this  confinement  who  have  been  mentioned  in  our  narra 
tive,  were  Luke,  Timothy,  Epaphras,  Mark,  Aristarchus,  and 
Tychicus.  The  interruption  of  his  personal  intercourse  with  the 

1  Agrippa  the  First  was  imprisoned  in  early  life,  at  Rome.  The  account  of 
his  captivity  confirms  so  entirely  Luke's  account  of  the  manner  in  which  Paul 
was  treated  as  a  Roman  prisoner,  (so  unlike  our  modern  usages,)  that  it  may  not 
be  amiss  to  mention  some  of  the  circumstances.  We  ohtain  the  information 
from  Josephus  (Antt.  18.  6.  5  sq.).  Agrippa,  on  being  arrested,  was  committed 
to  Macro,  the  praetorian  prefect,  and  confined  in  the  praetorian  camp.  He  was 
there  kept  under  a  guard  of  soldiers,  to  one  of  whom  he  was  chained  (called  his 
o-vi>8fr6s).  A  particular  centurion  had  the  oversight  of  the  prisoner  and  the  sol 
diers  who  guarded  him.  But  the  condition  of  those  confined  in  this  manner  de 
pended  very  much  on  the  character  of  those  who  had  the  immediate  charge  of 
them.  The  soldiers  who  watched  Agrippa  treated  him,  at  first,  with  great  sever 
ity.  Hence  Antonia,  a  sister-in-law  of  Tiberius  and  a  friend  of  Agrippa,  inter 
ceded  with  Macro  and  induced  him  to  appoint  a  guard  known  to  be  of  a  milder 
disposition.  The  situation  of  Agrippa  was  now  improved.  His  friends  who  had 
been  excluded  from  him,  were  permitted  to  visit  him  and  to  supply  his  no-- 
wants  (comp.  24,  23).  But  during  this  time,  about  six  months,  he  was  still  con 
fined  in  the  praetorian  camp.  On  the  death  of  Tiberius  the  mode  of  his  cap 
tivity  was  changed  again.  Caligula  ordered  him  to  be  removed  from  the  pra?to- 
rium  to  the  house  which  he  had  occupied  before  he  was  bound.  Here  he  was 
still  guarded  as  a  prisoner,  but  was  subject  to  so  much  less  restraint  that  his  con 
dition  was  one  of  comparative  liberty.  His  captivity,  in  this  last  form  of  it,  was 
doubtless  like  that  of  Paul  during  the  two  years  that  he  "  dwelt  in  his  own  hired 
house  "  at  Rome. 
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churches  caused  the  apostle  to  address  them  by  letter,  and  thus 
the  restraint  on  his  liberty  proved  the  means  of  opening  to  him  a 
sphere  of  activity,  which  has  given  him  access  to  all  nations, 
which  makes  him  the  contemporary  of  every  age.  As  nearly  all 
critics  allow,  he  wrote  during  this  captivity  his  Epistles  to  the 
Ephesians,  the  Colossians,  the  Philippians,  and  Philemon.  —  It 
must  suffice  to  allude  merely  to  the  subsequent  history  of  the 
great  apostle.  I  cannot  hesitate  to  agree  with  those  who  believe 
that  Paul  on  being  brought  to  trial  under  his  appeal  to  the  e.mpe- 
ror  was  acquitted,  and,  casting  aside  his  chains,  went  forth  to  la 
bor  again  for  the  spread  of  the  gospel.  We  see  from  his  letters 
written  while  he  was  a  captive  that  he  was  expecting  to  regain 
his  liberty.  See,  for  example,  Phil.  1,  25;  2,  23.  24;  Philem.  v. 
22.  Even  if  Paul  entertained  this  belief  as  a  matter  of  judg 
ment  merely,  and  not  in  the  exercise  of  a  faith  warranted  by  a 
special  revelation,  we  must  allow  at  all  events  that  he  had  good 
means  for  forming  a  correct  opinion  of  his  prospects,  and  should 
be  supposed,  therefore,  to  have  realized  his  hope,  and  not  to  have 
been  condemned,  contrary  to  such  manifest  intimations  of  a  dif 
ferent  result.  The  journeys  and  labors  indicated  in  the  Pastoral 
Epistles  make  the  supposition  of  an  interval  between  a  first  and 
second  imprisonment  important  if  not  indispensable  as  a  means 
of  reconciling  Luke's  account  with  this  part  of  the  apostle's  cor 
respondence.  The  facts  mentioned  in  the  letters  to  Titus  and 
Timothy  have  no  natural  place  in  the  portion  of  Paul's  history 
recorded  in  the  Acts.  The  style,  too,  and  the  circle  of  ideas  in 
these  Epistles  indicate  a  later  period  in  the  life  of  the  writer  and 
in  the  progress  of  the  churches,  than  that  of  the  conclusion  of 
Luke's  narrative.  Finally,  the  historical  testimony,  as  derived 
from  the  earliest  sources,  asserts  a  second  Roman  captivity  in  the 
most  explicit  manner.  Clemens,  the  disciple  and  companion  of 
Paul,  affirms  that  the  apostle  before  his  martyrdom  travelled  "  to 
the  boundary  of  the  West,"  an  expression  which  the  Roman  wri 
ters  in  that  age  applied  to  the  Trans- Alpine  countries ;  and  the 
Canon  of  Muratori  (A.  D.  170)  represents  "  a  journey  into  Spain," 
as  a  well-known  event  in  Paul's  history.  Eusebius  states  the 
common  belief  of  the  early  churches,  in  these  words :  "  After 
defending  himself  successfully  it  is  currently  reported  that  the 
apostle  again  went  forth  to  proclaim  the  gospel,  and  afterwards 
came  to  Rome  a  second  time,  and  was  martyred  under  Nero."  — 
.Hints  in  the  Epistles  and  traditions  supply  all  that  is  known  or 
conjectured  respecting  this  last  stage  of  the  apostle's  ministry. 
It  is  supposed,  that  on  being  liberated  (writers  do  not  agree  as  to 
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the  precise  order),  he  visited  again  parts  of  Asia  Minor  and 
Greece;  went  to  Crete  and  founded  or  more  probably  sir.  nirili- 
ened  the  churches  there;  made  his  long-contemplated  journey  to 
Spain;  wrote  his  First  Epistle  to  Timothy,  and  his  Epistle  to 
Titus;  after  several  years  of  eflertive  labor,  was  apprehended  again 
as  a  leader  of  the  Christian  sect;  was  brought  a  second  time  as  a 
prisoner  of  Christ  to  Rome ;  was  tried  there  and  condemned  to 
suffer  death.  His  Roman  citizenship  exempted  him  from  the 
ignominy  of  crucifixion,  and  hence,  according  to  the  universal  tra 
dition,  he  was  beheaded  by  the  axe  of  the  lictor.  The  same  tes 
timony  places  his  martyrdom  in  the  year  A.  D.  68,  the  last  year 
of  Nero's  reign.  It  was  in  the  daily  expectation  of  this  event 
that  he  wrote  the  last  of  his  Epistles,  the  second  to  Timothy.  It 
is  in  that  Epistle,  written  as  the  aged  servant  of  Christ  looked 
back  to  his  trials  all  surmounted,  forward  to  the  hour  when  he 
should  soon  "be  forever  with  the  Lord,"  yet  amid  his  own  joy 
still  mindful  of  the  welfare  of  others,  that  we  hear  his  exultant 
voice  :  "  I  am  now  ready  to  be  offered,  and  the  time  of  my  de 
parture  is  at  hand.  I  have  fought  a  good  fight,  I  have  finished 
my  course,  I  have  kept  the  faith.  Henceforth  there  is  laid  up 
for  me  a  crown  of  righteousness,  which  the  Lord,  the  righteous 
judge,  shall  give  me  at  that  day;  and  not  to  me  only,  but  unto 
all  them  also  that  love  his  appearing." 
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Wicl. 


Received  Greek  Text. 
Vulgate  N.  Testament. 
WicliTs  Version. 
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The  following  Index  is  intended  to  exhibit  the  contents  of  the  Notes  as  distin 
guished  for  the  most  part  from  the  contents  of  the  History. 


Abraham,  not  the  oldest  son  of  Terah, 
125. 

Aceldama,  45. 

Achaia,  how  applied  by  Luke,  296 ;  inter 
changed  with  Hellas,  327. 

Acropolis  of  Athens  and  Corinth,  296. 

Acts  of  the  Apostles,  by  whom  written,  11 
sq.;  authenticity  of  the  book,  16  sq. ;  its 
object  and  plan,  19  sq. ;  when  and  where 
written,  20  sq. ;  why  closed  so  abruptly, 
21  sq. ;  its  relation  to  Luke's  Gospel,  33. 

Adramyttium,  its  situation  and  its  present 
state,  410. 

Adriatic,  how  extensively  applied,  434. 

Agabus,  193,  349. 

Agrippa  the  First,  year  of  his  death,  23 ; 
his  family,  195;  his  character,  196; 
circumstances  of  his  death,  202  sq. ; 
account  of  his  imprisonment  at  Rome, 
461. 

Agrippa  the  Second,  his  history,  392  sq.; 
object  of  his  visit  to  Caesarea,  393; 
turns  off  Paul's  appeal  with  a  jest,  407. 

Ain  Haniyeh,  Philip's  fountain,  157. 

Akcrman,  Numismatic  Illustrations,  174, 
275. 

Akka,  348. 

Alexander,  of  whom  the  apologist*  321. 

Alexandrian  corn-ships,  452. 

Alms-distributors,  cause  of  their  appoint 
ment,  114;  not  called  deacons,  116. 

Amphipolis,  on  the  military  road  through 
the  north  of  Greece,  271. 

Ananias,  nature  of  his  crime,  99 ;  why 
punished  with  such  severity,  102. 

Ananias,  (high-priest,)  to  be  distinguished 
from  Annas,  370  ;  was  the  actual  high- 
priest,  370. 

Andriaca,  port  of  Myra,  414 


Angels,  import  of  their  address  hi  1,  \l[Appian  Way,  454. 


obscure,  39  sq. ;  gave  the  law,  142; 
were  supposed  to  be  the  guardians  of 
men,  200. 

Anointing,  its  import  as  a  symbol,  95. 

Antioch  in  "Syria,  by  whom  built,  the 
seat  of  missionary  operations,  190;  its 
harbor,  206  sq. ;  "visited  by  Paul  four 
times,  306. 

Antioch  in  Pisidia,  on  the  central  table 
land  of  Asia  Minor,  213 ;  discourse  of 
Paul  in  the  synagogue,  213  sq. ;  may 
have  been  visited  on  the  apostle's  sec 
ond  missionary  tour,  254. 

Antipatris,  supposed  to  be  the  modern 
Kefr  Saba,  378 ;  night  journey  thither, 
379. 

Antonia,  castle  of,  357;  Paul's  spiech 
from  the  stairs,  361  sq. 

Aorist,  peculiar  form,  63 ;  mistranslated 
often,  93,136,395;  epistolary  use,  378. 

Apollonia,  on  the  way  from  Philippi  to 
Thessalonica,  271. 

Apollos,  at  Ephesus,  306 ;  his  talents,  307 ; 
at  Corinth,  308. 

Aposiopesis,  instances  of,  373. 

Apostates,  how  treated  by  the  Jews,  370, 
375. 

Apostles,  what  was  necessary  to  their  of 
fice,  36,  38  ;  main  point  of  their  te-ti- 
mony,  47;  not  limited  to  twelve,  f»0; 
were"  not  ignorant  that  the  gospel  was 
to  be  preached  to  the  he:ttlien.  69;  •re 
linquished  the  Jewish  rites  l.y  degrees, 
74  ;  acknowledged  a  higher  law  than 
that  of  men,  92,  107,  >q.,  iM',4  ;  did  n«»t 
insist  on  a  community  of  Lroo«K  '.<;»; 
were  empowered  to  confer  the  Spirit, 
149;  aimed  in  their  missionary  policy 
to  secure  the  chief  towns,  254,  296; 
how  far  they  were  infallible,  419. 

Appeal  jadif&d,  how  limited,  392. 
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Appii  Forum,  454. 

Appointed  unto  life,  224. 

Aquila,  where  lie  was  converted,  296  ; 
his  frequent  change  of  residence,  296  ; 
why  mentioned  after  Prise-ilia,  303  ;  his 
connection  with  Apollos,  307. 

Ai-antaean,  45,  360. 

Aratus,  a  poet,  293. 

Areiopagus,  in  what  part  of  Athens,  269 
sq. ;  Paul  not  tried  before  the  court  of 
this  name,  280;  outline  of  his  speech 
there,  282  sq. 

Aretas,  took  possession  of  Damascus,  22 
sq. ;  assisted  the  Jews  to  capture  Paul, 
168. 

Aristarchits  accompanied  Paul  to  Jerusa 
lem,  328 ;  in  what  sense  his  "  fellow- 
prisoner,"  411. 

Artemon,  what  sail  intended,  442  ;  its  ef 
fect  on  a  vessel,  442. 

Article,  with  proper  names,  35  ;  before 
partitives,  104;  Middleton's  rule,  150; 
force  of,  85,  1 87,  387,  455  ;  disregarded 
in  E.  V.,  173,  187  ;  for  the  pronoun, 
293  ;  wrong  in  E.  V.,  397,  399. 

Ashdod,  its  present  site,  159. 

Asia,  how  much  it  included,  in  the  Acts, 
55 ;  rapid  extension  of  the  gospel  there, 
312;  may  denote  Asia  Minor,  410. 

Asiarchs,  their  office,  and  occasion  of 
their  friendship  for  Paul,  320. 

Assos,  its  situation,  332 ;  why  Paul  went 
thither  on  foot,  333. 

Astrology,  among  the  Orientals,  208. 

Athens,  how  far  from  Beraea,  276  ;  extent 
of  its  idolatry,  277  ;  had  but  one  agora, 
277 ;  character  of  its  inhabitants,  278 
sq. ;  origin  of  its  altar  "  to  an  un 
known  god,"  286  sq. ;  visited  by  the 
apostle  but  once,  295. 

Attaleia,  distance  from  Perga,  212 ;  its 
site  described  by  Beaufort,  237. 

Augustan  cohort,  409. 


B. 


Bohr's  Symbolik,  95. 

Baptism,  administered  in  the  name  of 
Christ,  68  ;  that  of  Cornelius  and  other 
heathen,  187;  that  of  Lydia  and  her 
household,  259  sq. ;  how  it  was  per 
formed  in  the  jail  at  Philippi,  268; 
words  relating  to,  268 ;  how  that  of 
John  differed  from  that  of  the  apos 
tles,  307  ;  was  repeated  in  the  case  of 
certain  disciples  at  Ephesus,  310  sq. ; 
mode  of,  364  ;  was  the  sign  of  repent 
ance  and  faith,  364. 

Barbarian,  how  applied,  445. 

Barnabas,  signification  of  his  name,  98 ; 
his  influence  at  Jerusalem,  169  ;  his  in 
terview  with  Paul  at  Tarsus,  1 92 ;  ac 


companies  the  apostle  in  his  first  mis 
sionary  tour,  204 ;  why  he  was  called 
Jupiter  at  Lystra,  230  ;  went  as  a  dele 
gate  to  Jerusalem,  238  sq. ;  his  disa 
greement  with  Paul,  and  their  subse 
quent  relations  to  each  other,  251 ;  the 
letter  ascribed  to  him  not  genuine,  251. 

Baths  of  Nero,  452. 

Baumgarten,  his  theory  of  the  design  cf 
the  Acts,  34.  • 

Bernice,  facts  in  her  history,  393. 

Beroca,  its  distance  from  Thessalonica, 
on  what  river,  present  name,  275. 

Bethany,  the  scene  of  the  Ascension,  40 

Beth-horon,  378. 

Bethzur,  fountain  there,  157. 

Birks,  his  Horae  Apostolicae,  363. 

Biscoe,  on  the  Acts,  131. 

Bishops,  the  same  as  presbyters,  236. 

Bithynia,  not  entered  by  Paul,  254 ;  the 
persecution  there  under  Trajan,  401. 

Blasphemy,  118. 

Blunt,  his  Undesigned  Coincidences,  etc., 
387. 

Boeckh  on  the  mode  of  undergirding  an 
cient  ships,  427. 

Body,  with  which  Christ  rose,  36,  163. 

Bolingbroke,  remark  of,  156. 

Brethren,  in  what  sense,  166  ;  how  con 
structed,  217  ;  conciliatory  use,  78, 135, 
362,  456. 

Burial,  hastened  in  the  East,  101, 

Burrus,  prefect  at  Rome,  455. 


c. 


Ccesarea,  its  importance  in  Jewish  history, 

1 59  ;  the  seaport  of  Judea,  305  ;  how 

often  Paul  was  there,  348. 
Calf,  why  worshipped   by  the  Hebrews, 

138. 

Canal,  through  the  Pontine  Marshes,  454. 
Candace,  mentioned  in  the  classics,  154; 

the  name  of  a  dynasty,  154. 
Candor  of  the  sacred  writers,   185  sq., 

301,  394. 

Canon  of  Muratori,  462. 
Capenian  Gate,  454. 
Captain  of  the  temple,  85. 
Captivity,  Paul's  second  at  Rome,  462. 
Capua,  how  far  from  Rome,  453. 
Carriage,  sense  of  in  N.  T.,  350. 
Castor  and  Pollux,  name  of  a  ship,  451, 

453. 

Cayster,  a  river,  304. 
Cemetery,  signification  of  the  word,  145; 

first  used  by  Christians,  145. 
Centurion*,  always  mentioned  favorably, 

175. 

Chains,  how  fastened  to  prisoners,  197. 
Charran,  in  Mesopotamia,  124. 
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Chios,  an  island  in  the  ^Egean,  333. 
Chrcstus,  an   instigator  of  the  Jews   a 

Home,  297. 

Chn'.ft  made  his  resurrection  certain  to  hi 
disciples,  35  ;  was  omniscient,  48  ;  ir 
what  capacity  he  reigns  as  Mediator 
67  ;  miracles  were  wrought  in  his  name 
75,  89,  174;  is  the  author  of  nafura 
and  spiritual  life,  77  ;  his  h'nal  coining 
described  as  near,  because  near  to  i 
true  Christian  consciousness,  80  sq. 
was  worshipped  by  the  first  disciples 
145,  165,  180;  is  the  final  Judge  of 
men,  186,  294;  fulfilled  the  prophe 
cies,  216,  272  ;  was  destined  to  suffer 
405. 

Chios,  now  Scio,  333. 

Cicero,   his  letters,  304,  454, 

Citta  Vtcchia,  in  Malta,  448. 

Christians,  origin  and  import  of  the  name, 
192  sq. 

Chronology,  why  that  of  the  Acts  still  dif 
ficult,  22 ;  dates  that  may  be  estab 
lished,  22  sq. ;  computed  by  the  Jews 
in  different  ways,  127;  on  what  prin 
ciple  we  are  to  judge  of  the  accuracy 
of  chronological  designations,  214  sq. 

Cilicia,  why  named  always  after  Syria, 
170. 

Citizenship  Roman,  immunities  which  it 
secured,  269  ;  seldom  claimed  falsely, 
367  ;  how  acquired  by  foreigners,  368. 

Claude,  now  Gozzo,  425  ;  distance  from 
the  point  of  Koura,  435. 

Claudius,  the  famine  in  his  reign,  194; 
his  banishment  of  the  Jews,  296 ;  re 
stored  Achaia  to  the  Senate,  301. 

Clemens,  his  letter,  462. 

Clergy,  origin  of  the  term,  43. 

Gtimato  in  Palestine,  106. 

Cnidos,  name  of  a  town  and  promontory, 
416  ;  ruins  which  exist  there,  416. 

Coincidences  between  the  Acts  and  the 
Epistles,  227,  232,  234  sq.,  247,  315, 
316,  326,  337,  338,  339,  340,  341.  365, 
385 ;  between  the  Acts  and  Josephus, 
111,  124,  181,  196,  202,  373,  381,  387, 
388,  389,  409 ;  between  the  Acts  and 
Philo,  124,  143,  375  ;  between  the  Acts 
and  the  classical  writers,  154,  209,  259, 
269,  277,  282,  285  sq.,  296  sq.,  300  sq., 
312,  388,  395  sq.,  407. 

Coins  still  extant,  of  Cyprus,  209 ;  of 
Philippi,  258  ;  of  Bercea,  275 ;  of  Ephe- 
sus,  322, 323 ;  of  Tarsus,  360  ;  of  Ad- 
ramyttium,  410. 

Coleridge,  his  singular  opinion,  445. 

Colonnade  at  Damascus,  164, 

Colosse,  whether  visited  by  Paul,  255. 

Coming,  final  of  Christ,  40,  81  ;  when  ex 
pected,  82. 

Communion,  when  first  used  of  tbe  Lord's 
Supper,  71. 


Community  of  goods,  in  the  first  chun-h 
96,  sq. 

<'nn*i>irii<-ii  against  Paul,  .'574. 

<'<>!>•  nl«iy<  n,  battle  of,  4.36. 

Cuff  nth,"  how  far  distant  from  Athens, 
276  ;  how  long  Paul  remained  thciv, 
300;  made  a  second  journey  thither 
which  is  not  recorded,  325 ;  his  third 
journey,  326. 

CbrijriAtoM,  Epistle  to,  315,  326. 

Cornelius,  not  a  Jewish  proselyte,  1 75  ; 
nature  of  the  homage  which  he  otffaed 
to  Peter,  179  ;  time  of  his  conversion, 
189  ;  in  what  sense  he  was  the  first 
convert  from  heathenism,  241. 

Cos  or  Co,  its  situation,  344  ;  why  now 
called  Stanchio,  345. 

Council  at  Jerusalem,  241. 

Council  of  Trent,  decree  of,  311. 

Crete,  417  ;  has  good  harbors  on  the  north 
side,  417. 

Cnsfius,  bishop  of  JEgina,  299. 

Custodia  libera,  389. 

Ct/dnus,  a  river,  170. 

Cyprus,  visited  by  Paul  on  his  first  tour, 
207  ;  traversed  by  a  good  road,  209  ; 
governed  by  a  proconsul,  209  ;  left  to 
the  windward  on  Paul's  voyage  to 
Rome,  412  sq. 


D. 


Damascus,  its  situation,  160;  labors  of 
Paul  there,  167. 

David,  his  tomb,  65 ;  was  inspired,  67  ; 
would  build  the  temple,  141. 

Davidson,  his  Introduction  to  the  New 
Testament  cited, 13, 17,131 ;  his  L--rt- 
ures  on  Biblical  Criticism,  339. 

Day,  commenced  early  in  the  East,  106. 

Death,  as  viewed  by  Ohristians,  145. 

Dembra,  modern  name  of  Myra,  414. 

Demetrius,  his  occupation,  317  ;  his  artful 
speech,  319. 

Demons,  their  testimony  to  Christ,  147. 

Derbe,  near  the  base  of  tbe  Black  Moun 
tain,  228  ;  remarkable  ruins  still  found 
there,  228  ;  why  not  mentioned  in  the 
Second  Epistle'to  Timothy,  234  ;  why 
named  before  Lystra,  252. 

Diana,  use  made  of  her  shrines,  317; 
how  extensively  worshipped,  319;  re 
peating  her  name  a  religions  act,  :\-2\  ; 
tradition  as  to  the  origin  of  her  image, 
323. 

Dioscuri,  an  image  and  a  name,  451. 

f)>xi>t>lit(uix,  an  Egyptian  dynasty,  132. 

~>t>mii»ts,  its  Roman  use,  396. 

>r<vlnn,  Attic,  its  value,  315. 

f)ntsi/la,  her  family,  and  facts  in  her  his 
tory,  387. 

')nst  thrown  into  the  air,  366. 

hiumnri,  449. 


470 


INDEX. 


E. 


Egyptian  impostor,  referred  to  by  Lysias, 
359  ;  how  Luke's  account  of  him  may 
be  reconciled  with  that  of  Josephus, 
359  sq. 

Egyptian  history  obscure,  132. 

Elam  or  Elamais,  where  situated,  55. 

Elders.     See  Presbyters. 

El y mas,  the  Magian,  introduced  so  as 
to  present  a  true  picture  of  the  times, 
208*;  origin  of  his  name,  210. 

Ephesus,  Paul's  first  visit  there,  304 ;  his 
return,  309  ;  residence  of  the  proconsul, 
323. 

Epicureans,  the  "  minute  philosophers  of 
their  day,"  278  ;  their  principles,  278. 

Epistlf-s  of  Paul,  when  and  where  written  : 
those  which  he  sent  from  Home,  30, 462 ; 
the  First  and  Second  to  the  Thessalon- 
ians,  303;  that  to  the  Galatians,  312  ;  the 
First  to  the  Corinthians,  315  ;  the  Sec 
ond  to  the  Corinthians,  325 ;  that  to 
the  Romans,  327. 

Erastus,  317. 

Esdud,  159. 

Ethiopia,  of  what  country  the  name,  154; 
the  gospel  preached  there  at  an  early 
period,  158. 

Ethiopian  eunuch,  his  country  and  rank, 
154  ;  why  he  was  reading  the  prophe 
cies,  1 55  ;  traditional  scene  of  his  bap 
tism,  157  ;  his  reputed  name,  158. 

Eucharist,  how  observed,  71. 

Eunuch,  where  baptzied,  157. 

Euroclydon,  424. 

Eutyciius,  whether  restored  to  life,  332. 

Evangelist,  application  of  this  term,  348. 

Exorcism  at  Ephesus,  313  sq. 


F. 


Faith,  an  act  of  divine  power,  78,  308  ;  its 
purifying  efficacy,  242  ;  the  condition 
of  pardon,  403;  proved  by  the  life, 
404. 

Fair  Havens,  on  the  south  of  Crete,  417  ; 
the  council  held  there,  420. 

Famine,  foretold  by  Agabus,  193  ;  how 
extensive,  and  when  it  occurred,  194. 

Felix,  when  recalled  from  office,  24  ;  his 
character,  376,  377,  381  ;  how  long  he 
was  procurator,  382 ;  attempted  to 
bribe  Paul,  388. 

1  'elton,  Prof.,  his  opinion  on  a  passage  in 
Arrian,  422. 

Ferasches.  their  office,  371. 

Festus,  when  appointed  procurator,  25 ; 
his  character,  389  ;  why  he  wished  to 
send  Paul  to  Jerusalem,  391  ;  why  he 
conferred  with  his  council,  392  ;  Luke 
describes  him  in  accordance  with  his 
tory,  395  sq. 


Foreknowledge  of  God,  as  related  to  his 
purpose,  63,  402. 


G. 


Gains,  different  persons  of  this  name, 
320,  328. 

Galatia,  not  visited  on  Paul's  first  mis 
sion,  228 ;  when  the  gospel  was  first 
preached  there,  255 ;  why  named  be 
fore  Phrygia,  306. 

Galatians,  Epistle  to,  312. 

Golly  of  what  the  figure,  152. 

Galtio,  his  character  correctly  drawn, 
300;  carried  his  impartiality  too  far,  302. 

Gamaliel,  how  described  in  the  Talmud, 

109  ;  alleged  anachronism  in  his  speech, 

1 1 0  sq. ;  singular  character  of  his  ad 
vice,  112. 

Gangas,  a  stream  near  Philippi,  257. 

Garlands,  used  in  sacrifice,  231. 

Garrison,  Roman  at  Jerusalem,  357  ; 
Turkish,  358  ;  at  Rome,  455. 

Gate,  the  Beautiful,  its  situation,  74  sq. ; 
Capenian,  through  which  Paul  entered 
Rome,  454  ;  Nomentana,  near  the  pre 
fect's  camp,  455. 

Gates,  Cilician,  234. 

Gaza,  when  destroyed  by  the  Romans, 
1 53 ;  the  roads  which  lead  thither,  1 53  sq. 

Gazith,  hall  of  council,  369. 

Gehenna,  how  understood  by  the  Jews, 
49, 

Geib,  on  Roman  law,  380 

Genitive  of  relationship,  41. 

Gentiles,  their  acceptance  of  the  gospel 
foretold  by  the  prophets,  69,  244. 

Gesenius,  his  view  of  the  Maltese  lan 
guage,  446, 

Gift  of  tongues,  how  conferred  on  the  day 
of  Pentecost,  51  ;  object  of  the  endow 
ment,  52  ;  the  miracle  unquestionable, 
53  ;  why  described  so  concisely,  187. 

G'.phna,  378. 

Gospel,  universality  of  its  design,  184 ; 
first  preached  to  the  heathen,  191  ; 
characterized  as  a  system  of  grace,  223  ; 
why  subverted  by  the  Jewish  attach 
ment  to  circumcision,  239. 

Gozzo,  an  island,  425. 

Green,  his  Developed  Criticism,  95. 

Greek  Language,  used  with  great  purity 
bv  Luke,  14 ;  spoken  extensively  in 
Palestine,  123  ;  furnished  a  medium  of 
intercourse  between  different  nations, 
230,  359, 

Grotto  del  Cane,  452. 


II. 


Hades,  personified,  65. 
Haliacmon,  a  river  at  whose  mouth  Paul 
embarked  for  Athens,  276. 
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Harvest,  when  ripe  in  Egypt,  415. 

Hauran,  east  of  the  Jordan,  160. 

Heathen,  described  as  those  "afar  off," 
69;  have  sufficient  light  to  create  obli 
gation,  232,  292  ;  acknowledged  blind 
ly  the  existence  of  God,  288 ;  have  no 
excuse  for  their  idolatry,  292  ;  must 
repent  to  be  prepared  for  the  judgment, 
293. 

Heathenism,  its  immorality,  245. 

Hebraisms,  39,  40,  83,  99,  108,  134,  13G, 
137,  165,  244,  etc. 

Hebrews,  Epistle  to,  30. 

Hebron,  whether  confounded  by  Stephen 
with  Sychem,  131. 

Hellenists,  how  distinguished  from  Greeks, 
114,  191  ;  why  Paul  labored  specially 
for  them,  169 

Herod  Ant  i pas,  his  war  with  Aretas,  22  : 
his  exile  on  the  banks  of  the  Rhone, 
205. 

Hess,  his  History  of  the  Apostles,  54. 

Holy  Spirit,  why  expressed  often  without 
the  article,  35 ;  inspired  those  who 
wrote  the  Scriptures,  43  ;  his  agency 
characteristic  of  the  new  economy,  60 ; 
bestowed  on  the  apostles,  96,  99  ;  re 
sisted  by  the  Jews,  142  ;  in  what  sense 
unknown  to  John's  disciples,  309  ;  qual 
ified  religious  teachers  for  their  office, 
253,  339  ;  peculiar  sphere  of  in  Acts, 
255. 

Horace,  quoted,  349,  427,  451. 

Horeb,  why  interchanged  with  Sinai  as  an 
equivalent  designation,  135. 

Humiliation  of  Christ,  156. 

Humphry,  his  Commentary  on  the  Acts, 
34. 

Hupfeld,  on  the  prevalence  of  the  He 
brew  language,  445. 


I. 


Iconium,  how  far  from  Antioch,  226 ;  de 
scribed  by  Leake,  226. 

Illiterate  in  the  Jewish  sense,  91. 

lllyricum,  when  visited  by  Paul,  326. 

Imperative,  dchortatory  use,  145,  178. 

Imphn-ium  in  ancient  houses,  268. 

Indich,  name  of  the  Eunuch,  158. 

Infant  Baptism,  founded  on  no  sure  proof- 
text  in  N.  T.,  260  ;  opinion  of  schol 
ars  concerning,  259  sq. ;  confessed  to 
be  not  scriptural,  260. 

Infinitive,  as  used  with  the  article,  74  ; 
not  pleonastic,  75;  how  constructed, 
327. 

Inscriptions  that  corroborate  Luke's  his 
tory  :  one  given  by  Gruter,  174;  one 
found  at  Thyatira,  259 ;  two  in  Malta, 
449. 

Italian  cohort,  why  so  named,  1 74 ;  why 


stationed   at   Caesarea,   175;    may   be 
identical  with  the  Augustan,  409  MJ. 


J. 


Jacd),  where  buried,  130;  the  number  of 
his  family  on  his  descent  into  Kirvpt, 
129  sq. ;  his  bridge  over  the  Jordan, 
160. 

Jailor  at  Philippi,  how  we  may  view  the 
circumstances  of  his  conversion,  266  sq. 

James  the  Elder,  196. 

la  mis  the  Younger,  pastor  at  Jerusalem, 
351  ;  his  advice  to  Paul,  353. 

Jerusalem,  destruction  of,  a  type,  61  ;  .how 
often  visited  by  Paul  after  his  conver 
sion,  305,  350  sq. ;  why  supposed  to  be 
his  proper  field  of  labor,  365. 

Jest,  that  of  A^rippa,  407. 

Jews,  desired  to  die  at  Jerusalem,  53 ; 
could  not  inflict  capital  punishment, 
144;  numerous  in  Cyprus,  207;  way 
in  which  they  instigated  the  heathen 
against  the  Christians,  225,  227  ;  en 
joyed  religious  toleration,  263,  301  ; 
expelled  from  Rome,  296  ;  were  hated 
by  the  Greeks,  302 ;  held  that  the  end 
justifies  the  means,  375  ;  their  singular 
reserve  in  the  interview  with  Paul  at 
Rome,  457. 

Joel,  his  prophecy  (3,  1 — 5)  explained, 
58  sq. 

Jo/in  the  Baptist,  his  disciples,  309  sq. ; 
his  confessed  inferiority  to  Christ,  216 ; 
nature  of  his  baptism,"  307 ;  by  whom 
slain,  388. 

Joppa,  how  far  from  Lydda,  1 72 ;  its 
present  name,  173. 

Josephus,  his  shipwreck  in  the  Adriatic, 
430. 

Judas  the  Galilean,  the  place  of  his  birth, 
111 ;  ground  of  his  opposition  to  the 
Roman  government,  112. 

Judas  the  traitor,  his  end  well  known 
at  Jerusalem,  43 ;  no  inconsistency 
in  the  different  accounts  of  his  death, 
44. 

Judgment,  day  of,  80  sq;  to  be  universal, 
186,  294; "for  the  righteous  and  the 
wicked,  384  ;  moral  effect  of  looking 
for,  385. 

Julius,  his  kindness  to  Paul,  412. 

Justin  Martyr,  his  testimony  concerning 
the  Sabbath,  330. 


K. 


Kefr  Safin,  the  supposed  site  of  Antipa- 
tris,  378. 

Kinitdtnn  of  God,  sense  of  the  phrase,  235. 
of  Christ  as  .Mediator,  tempo 
rary,  68. 


472 


INDEX. 


Kirchhofer,  his  work  on  the  New  Testa 
ment  Canon,  11. 

Kishon,  river  near  Carmel,  348. 

Knolel,  his  Volkertatel,  124. 

Konieh,  226. 

Koura,  a  point  at  the  entrance  of  St. 
Paul' s  Bay,  434 ;  the  scene  of  a  mod 
ern  shipwreck,  434  sq. 

Kurtz,  his  article  on  "  The  Angel  of  the 


Lord,"  136. 


L. 


Laity,  denied  the  cup  by  Catholics,  71. 

Lange,  his  Leben  Jesu,  329. 

Laodicea,  whether  visited  by  Paul,  355. 

Lascea,  its  site  identified,  417  sq. 

Latin,  not  used  in  the  courts,  380. 

Latinisms  in  the  Greek  of  the  New  Testa 
ment,  193,  313,  360. 

Laic,  the  higher,  107. 

Laying  on  of  hands,  its  significance,  116. 

Levitts,  as  a  temple-guard,  85  ;  their 
right  of  property,  98. 

Lewin,  his  Life  and  Epistles  of  Paul,  369. 

Liberality  of  the  first  Christians,  72 ;  of 
the  believers  at  Antioch  for  those  in 
Judea,  194 ;  true  rule  of,  194. 

Libertines,  who  they  were,  117. 

Lie-to,  a  sea  phrase,  429. 

Lucian,  his  account  of  the  ship  driven 
into  the  Pirasus,  439. 

Luke,  the  writer  of  the  Acts,  1 1  ;  peculi 
arities  of  his  style,  13;  sketch  of  his 
life,  14  sq. ;  value  of  his  testimony  as 
a  physician,  1 5 ;  examples  of  his  ac 
curacy  as  an  historian,  174,  196,  209, 

263,  272,  277,  300,  379,  449  ;  has  not 
shown  himself  ignorant  of  Jewish  cus 
toms,    181  ;  his  first   connection   with 
Paul,  256 ;   writes  as   an   eyewitness, 

264,  331,  345  ;  abounds  in  the  use  of 
nautical  terms,  415  ;  traces  of  his  medi 
cal  profession,  450. 

Luthardt,  his  review  of  Meyer,  215. 
Lutro,  perhaps  Phoenix  in  Crete,  420. 
Lycaonia,  its  extent,  228. 
Eycaonian  dialect,  what  is  known  of  it, 

230. 
Lydia,    her    name,    259 ;    members    of 

her  household,  259. 
Lysias,  why  he  favored  Paul,  375 ;  his 

letter,  376  ;  his  misrepresentation,  377. 
Lystra,  its  bearing  from  Iconium,  228  ;  its 

exact  position  not  fixed,  228. 


M. 


Macedonia,  how  applied  by  the  Greeks, 

257  ;  its  Roman  signification,  298. 
Macro,  the  prefect,  461. 
Afadiam  or  Midian,  where  situated,  135. 


Malta,  445. 

Maltese  language,  446. 

Manaen,  in  what  sense  "  brought  up  with 
Herod,"  205. 

Marches,  how  rapidly  performed  by 
ancient  armies,  378  sq. 

Mark,  his  relationship  to  Barnabas,  204 ; 
in  what  capacity  he  attended  Paul, 
208 ;  his  abrupt  return  from  the  mis 
sion,  212;  regained  the  apostles' con 
fidence,  259. 

Markets,  the  resort  of  loungers,  273 ; 
courts  held  in  them,  273,  323. 

Martyr,  how  distinguished  in  sense  from 
witness,  364. 

Matala,  cape  of,  422. 

Medina,  448. 

Meleda,  not  the  island  where  Paul  was 
wrecked,  444  sq. 

Melita,  why  not  recognized  by  the  marin 
ers,  440;  the  island  where  Paul  was 
wrecked,  445  ;  its  extent,  445 ;  annexed 
to  tjie  praetorship  of  Sicily,  448. 

Mestara  Valley,  441 . 

Middle  voice,  how  used,  364. 

Miletian  speech,  attested  as  genuine,  343. 

Miletus,  how  far  from  Ephesus,  333  ;  ad 
dress  of  Paul  there  to  the  Ephesian 
elders,  334  ;  how  far  from  the  sea,  344. 

Milton,  293,  345. 

Miracles,  how  designated,  and  import  of 
the  terms,  62  sq  ;  what  rendered  those 
at  Ephesus  remarkable,  313. 

Mitylene,  333. 

Mohammedan  monks,  322. 

Mole  at  Pozzuoli,  452. 

Moloch,  how  to  be  understood  in  Steph 
en's  speech,  139. 

Morier,  his  Travels,  371. 

Moses,  how  a  mediator  like  Christ,  83 ; 
his  age,  135;  his  eloquence,  137;  how 
regarded  by  Stephen,  137. 

Mosque  of  Omar,  358. 

Movers,  his  explanation  of  Remphan, 
140. 

Myra,  its  situation,  the  ruins  found 
there,  414. 


N. 


Name  of  the  Lord,  meaning  of,  62,  68. 

Names  used  among  the  Jews,  210;  of 
places,  permanent,  375. 

Navigation,  in  what  part  of  the  year  com 
menced  and  closed  by  the  ancients, 
418  ;  how  regulated  at  a  distance  from 
the  land,  432. 

Nazarene,  how  applied  to  Christ,  62,  75, 
89. 

Nazarites,  rules  to  which  they  were  sub 
ject,  304,  353  ;  their  expenses  defrayed 
often  by  others,  353. 

Nazoraans,  310. 
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Neapolis,  whether  Paul  landed  there,  257. 

Neby  Dauid,  a  mosque,  65 ;  that  of  Is 
mail,  view  from,  412. 

Negatives,  not  confounded,  164. 

Nicopolis,  379. 

Numerals,  how  constructed,  74,  332 ;  in 
definite  use  of,  376. 


0, 


Obedience  to  God,  the  first  law,  107. 

Olivet,  origin  of  the  name,  40. 

Omissions  in  the  Acts  show  the  history  to 
be  independent  of  the  Epistles,  264. 

Oracles  abolished,  345. 

Ordination  of  Timothy,  253. 

Oriental  Customs,  laying  gifts  at  the  feet 
of  kings,  97  ;  imposition  of  hands,  116; 
uncovering  the  feet,  136;  shaking  off 
the  dust  of  the  feet,  225 ;  rending  the 
garments,  231  ;  throwing  dust  into  the 
air,  366 ;  silence  enjoined  by  striking 
on  the  mouth,  370  sq. 

Orontes  connected  Antioch  with  the  sea, 
206  sq. 

Ortygia,  451. 

Overseer,  same  as  bishop,  334. 


P. 


Paphos,  what  place  of  this  name  intended, 
208. 

Paronomasia,  a  striking  case,  155. 

Participle  past  with  a  past  verb,  348. 

Parthia,  its  boundaries,  55. 

Pastoral  Epistles,  when  written,  462,  463 

]  'aw/,  year  of  his  conversion,  22  ;  how  old 
then,  144  ;  early  life  and  training,  145  ; 
how  long  he  remained  in  Arabia,  167  ; 
his  first  journey  to  Jerusalem,  169 ; 
mode  of  his  journey  from  Caisarea  to 
Tarsus,  170  ;  how  long  he  remained  in 
Syria  and  Cilicia,  170;  why  he  says 
nothing  of  his  alms-visit  to  Jerusa 
lem,  19.">;  in  what  year  he  made  his 
second  journey  to  Jerusalem,  204  ;  why 
his  name  was  changed  from  Saul  to 
Paul,  210;  encountered  "perils  of 
rivers  "  and  "  perils  of  robbers  "  in  the 
Pisidian  thighlands,  213;  how  long  he 
was  absent  on  his  first  mission,  238  ; 
his  relation  to  Barnabas  after  their  se 
paration,  251  ;  year  in  winch  he  de 
parted  on  his  second  mission,  251  ;  on 
what  principle  he  circumcix-d  Timo 
thy,  253  ;  why  he  neglected  to  plead  his 
Roman  citizenship  at  Philippi,  269  sq.; 
whether  he  was  tried  before  the  court 
of  the  Areiopau-us,  280  sq.  ;  the  trade 
at  which  he  wrought,  297  ;  how  long 
he  was  absent  on  his  second  tour,  :50.~> 
sq.  ;  his  mode  of  preaching  at  Ephesus, 


323  ;  his  unrecorded  visit  to  Corinth, 
325;  duUBCteriftic  of  him  that  he  re 
fers  so  often  to  his  own  example,  ;m;  ; 
duration  of  his  third  mk-iunarv  tour, 
351  ;  his  attempt  to  conciliate  the  Jew 
ish  believers  justifiable,  .'5.V2 ;  at  what 
age  he  entered  the  school  of  (iamaliel, 
.'W2  ;  his  y.eal  as  a  Pharisee,  .'lt',2  ;  how 
he  acquired  his  Roman  citi/enship, 
368;  noble-minded  confession  of  his 
error,  372  ;  how  he  viewed  his  JMIM-- 
cution  of  the  church,  399  ;  was  not  a 
member  of  the  Sanhedrim,  4<)<);  when 
he  preached  in  Judea,  404  ;  manner  in 
which  he  replied  to  the  charge  of  in 
sanity,  406  ;  his  accuracy  vindicated, 
420;  his  calmness  amid*  the  tcinpe.-t, 
433 ;  his  ascendency  over  others,  433, 
453  ;  how  he  felt  on  approaching 
Rome,  454  ;  how  he  became  known  to 
the  Praetorians,  456  ;  his  last  words 
recorded  by  Luke,  460 ;  his  condition 
while  he  was  a  prisoner  at  Rome,  461  ; 
his  companions  at  that  time,  461  ; 
whether  he  was  released,  462 ;  his  sub 
sequent  labors,  462  sq. ;  his  joy  "in  the 
prospect  of  death,  463. 

Pentecost,  of  what  commemorative,  50; 
how  long  it  continued,  356. 

Perga,  Paul's  course  thither,  212  ;  its  site 
described  by  Sir  C.  Fellows,  212. 

Pcrijt/us,  of  Arrian,  421,  422. 

Peter,  an  affinity  between  his  speeches 
and  his  Epistles,  17  ;  why  he  repre 
sented  the  pardon  of  Simon  as  doubt 
ful,  151  ;  had  not  the  ordinary  Jewish 
prejudices,  174;  how  he  regarded  the 
homage  of  Cornelius,  180;  devolved 
baptism  on  his  assistants,  188;  manner 
in  which  he  was  chained,  197;  his 
•journey  to  Rome,  200  ;  posture  in 
which  he  was  crucified,  201  ;  in  what 
sense  he  first  preached  to  the  heathen, 
241;  his  last  recorded  act,  243;  at 
what  time  he  arrived  at  Antioch,  306. 

Ptutinacr's  Table,  208. 

Pharaoh,  his  policy  towards  the  Hebrews, 
132  sq. 

Pharisees,  their  opinions,  -373  ;  represented 
as  strict  by  Josephus,  398. 

in  what  city  of  Samaria  ho 
preached,  147;  his  residence  at  CM* 
rea,  159  ;  why  he  was  called  an  K\  .m- 
irelist.  .'M^. 

»/',  its  port,  257  ;  its  rank  :i<  a  city, 
257';  few  ,Jew>  reside  there,  2.YS  ;  why 
its  magistrates  were  called  pnetors, 
263;  character  of  the  church  them, 
271. 

'u'/i/ipi,  /'/•"/',   his  mode   of  accounting 
for  the  siU-n<v  of  the  -lews  in  N 
the  Roman  Christians,  458. 
us,  Epistle  to,  462. 
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Phineka,  422. 

Phoenicia,  how  extensive,  190. 

Phoenix,  its  situation,  420 ;  direction  in 
which  its  harbor  opened,  421  ;  Mr. 
Smith's  view  untenable,  421. 

Phri/gia,  how  bounded,  56 ;  little  known, 
255. 

Pliny,  his  letters,  312,  401. 

Plough,  used  in  the  East,  402. 

Politarchs,  accurately  used.  274. 

Pools,  around  Jerusalem,  70. 

Porta  Nomentana,  455 ;  San  Sebastiano, 
454. 

Portress,  among  the  Jews,  199. 

Possession,  demoniac,  distinguished  from 
ordinary  disease,  104,  147  bq. 

Patter's  Field,  its  situation,  46. 

Pozzuoli,  452. 

Prcetorium,  at  Caesarea,  380;  at  Rome, 
455. 

Prayer,  at  what  hours  offered  by  the 
Jews,  58,  73  ;  was  addressed  to  Christ 
by  the  first  disciples,  48,  165;  a  part 
of  the  preacher's  work,  115;  whether 
uttered  in  concert,  94  ;  the  attitude  in 
which  it  was  offered,  343 ;  was  the 
means  of  saving  Paul's  companions  in 
the  ship,  433. 

Precipices,  south  of  Jerusalem,  45. 

Presbyters,  how  elected,  235  sq. ;  Nean- 
der's  view,  235  sq  ;  origin  of  the  term, 
236  sq  ;  same  as  bishops,  334. 

Priests,  divided  into  classes,  85  ;  distin 
guished  from  Levites,  98 ;  many  con 
verted,  116. 

Prisoners,  in  what  manner  they  were 
chained,  197  ;  were  subject  to  different 
degrees  of  rigor,  387, 388, 460  sq.  some 
times  wore  their  chains  when  on  trial, 
407  ;  were  often  sent  to  Rome  from  the 
provinces,  409 ;  were  committed  to  the 
prajtorian  prefect,  461. 

Proconsuls,  how  distinguished  from  pro 
praetors,  209. 

Prodigies,  how  precursors  of  calamity,  61 

Prophesying,  Scripture  sense  of,  59. 

Prophets,  how  related  to  teachers,  204. 

Prosc.ucha,  at  Philippi,  258. 

Protestants,  their  view  of  the  gospel,  116 

Proverbs,  examples  of,  362,  402,  438. 

Provinces  divided  into  imperial  and  sena 
torial! ,  209. 

Psalms  explained  (69,  25,)  46  sq.;  (109, 
8).  47;  (16,  8—11),  64;  (118,  22), 
90;  (2,  1.  2),  94. 

Ptolemais,  situation  and  modern  name, 
348. 

Publius,  his  title  confirmed  by  inscrip 
tions  lately  found,  449  ;  a  question  as 
to  his  rank,  449. 

Purpose  of  God  in  saving  men,  244. 

Putfoli,  its  situation,  452 ;  entry-port  of 
the  wheat  ships,  452. 


Q. 


Quaternion,  197. 

Quatuorviri,  where  found,  263. 

Queen,  Candace,  154  ;  of  Adiabene,  194. 

Qui  facit,  &c.,  a  law  phrase,  44. 

Quirina,  a  Roman  tribe,  449. 

Quotations  from  the  Old  Testament,  how 
applied  sometimes  in  the  New,  46 ; 
with  what  degree  of  verbal  accuracy 
made,  58,  79  sq.  140,  222,  244  ;  why 
conformed  to  the  Septuagint,  244. 

R. 

Ras-el-Abiad,  a  cape,  412. 

Readings,  various,  occur  in  the  Acts,  55, 
84,  158,  161,  249,  339,  348,  382,  4^-i  ; 
many  of  them  unimportant,  395. 

Recoi-der,  at  Ephesus,  322;  his  speech 
adroit,  324. 

Redemption,  effected  chiefly  by  the  death 
of  Christ,  339  sq. 

Refreshing,  times  of,  80. 

Remphan,  139. 

Repentance,  a  divine  gift,  108,  190,  259  ; 
required  of  those  who  received  baptism, 
216. 

Reservoirs,  how  used  in  the  East,  70. 

Restoration,  what  intended  by,  82. 

Resurrection,  that  of  Christ  ascertained 
confidently  by  his  disciples,  36  ;  proved 
the  Saviour's  mission,  47  ;  denied  by 
the  Sadducees,  86  ;  excited  the  ridi 
cule  of  the  Athenians,  294  ;  an  article 
of  the  Jewish  belief,  373 ;  effect  of  the 
belief  of,  on  the  mind  of  Paul,  384. 

Reuss,  his  Histoire  de  la  Theologie>  255. 

Revealer,  under  the  ancient  dispensation, 
identical  with  the  Logos,  136. 

Revelation,  important  law  of,  52. 

Rhegium,  now  Reggio,  452 ;  distance  to 
Puteoli,  452. 

Rheims  translation,  whence  made,  323. 

Rhodes,  345 ;  journey  thither  from  Beirut, 
346. 

Road  between  Bethlehem  and  Hebron, 
157. 

Roads  from  Jerusalem  to  Gaza,  153. 

Robinson,  his  description  of  Mars'  Hill, 
279  sq. ;  of  the  castle  of  Aatonia,  357. 

Roofs,  how  built,  176. 

Romans,  Epistle  to,  327. 

Rudders,  in  ancient  vessels,  441. 


S. 


Sabbath,  Christian  traces  of  its  observ 
ance  in  the  New  Testament,  329  ;  rests 
on  apostolic  institution,  330. 

Sacarii,  360. 

Sacrifices,  their  typical  import,  73. 
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Saddnccea,  their  principles,  86,  373. 

Salami's,  the  scenery  there,  207. 

Salmone,  the  eastern  promontory  of  Crete, 
417. 

Salmonetta,  an  island  in  St.  Paul's  Bay, 
440. 

Salvation  gratuitous,  239. 

Samaritan   Cod-.r,  its  critical  value,  126. 

Samothrace,  256  sq. 

Sanhedrim,  its  organisation,  87 ;  its  pro 
ceedings  public,  88,  91  ;  place  of  ses 
sion,  119;  different  modes  of  doiLiiia- 
tion,  94, 160  ;  extent  of  its  power,  160; 
qualifications  of  its  members,  400. 

Schneider,  B.  liev.,  extract  from  his  jour 
nal,  347. 

Scorjnon,  a  peculiar  scourge,  113. 

Scribes,  the  Jewish  scholars,  373. 

Seleucia,  the  great  seaport  of  northern  Sy 
ria,  206  sq. ;  appearance  of  the  coun 
try  from  the  bay,  207. 

Sepp,  his  Leben  j'esu,  168,  397. 

Sergiiis  Patilns,  his  office,  209 ;  his  title 
confirmed  as  correct,  209. 

Sin-nut,  a  title  of  the  Messiah,  77. 

Shekinah,  what  it  was,  123. 

Ships,  ancient,  their  size,  414  sq.,  438, 
sq. ;  how  they  were  undergirded,  426 
sq. ;  were  easily  shattered,  430 ;  could 
anchor  by  the  stern,  435  sq. ;  were 
steered  with  two  rudders,  441  ;  de 
pended  for  speed  chiefly  on  one  sail, 
442  ;  had  figure-heads,  251 ;  how  rap 
idly  they  could  sail,  452. 

Shipicrfck,  scene  of  Paul's,  443. 

Siaon,  its  harbor,  its  distance  from  Caesa- 
rea,  412. 

Simon,  the  Magian,  character  of  his  pre 
tensions,  148  ;  exposure  of  his  hypoc 
risy,  150;  whether  indendcal  with  a 
certain  other  Simon,  152. 

Simony,  how  the  word  arose,  150. 

Smith,  E.,  his  visit  to  Antipatris,  378. 

Smith,  J.,  his  work  on  "  The  Voyage  and 
Shipwreck  of  St.  Paul,"  411. 

Solomon's  Porch,  whv  so  called,  76. 

Sonntag,  his  explanation  of  the  difficulty 
in  regard  to  Theudas,  110  sq. 

Spain,  Paul's  journey  to,  462. 

Spirit,  see  Holy  Spirit. 

St.  Paul's  Boy,  described,  440;  visit  to,  441 ; 
place  of  the  apostle's  shipwreck,  443. 

St.  Philip's  I'vnntain,  157. 

Stephanas,  his  family,  260. 

Stephen,  his  doctrines,  118  ;  nature  of  the 
accusation  against  him,  119;  analy 
sis  of  his  speech,  120  sq.  ;  Neander's 
analysis,  121  ;  that  of  Lu^cr  and  Baur, 
122;  was  probably  a  Hellenist,  123; 
difficulties  in  his  discourse  examined, 
125,  127,  129,  130  sq.,  139  sq.;  hi>  dy 
ing  prayer,  145  ;  not  the  only  witness 
whose  blood  was  shed,  400. 


Stier,  on  the  discourses  of  the  Apostles,  87- 
Stoiet,  the  tendency  of  their  philosophy, 

Straight,  the  street  so  called.  164. 
Striking,  a-  said  of  winds,  424. 
'tuart,  /'/"/'.,  hi>  Interpretation  of  the  six 
teenth    I'salm,  (14  ;    his  view  of  Christ 
as  Mediator,  67. 
'mi,  darkening  of,  a  prophetic  symbol,  61. 

s///>".'/"//"<  *,  ho\\-  numerous  at  Jenualem, 
117  s([.  ;  their  officers,  160;  punish 
ment  inflicted  in  them,  401. 

Syracuse,  how  far  from  Mclita,  386. 


T. 


,  sea  visible  there,  412. 

Tan t tx,  its  literary  eminence,  170;  its 
political  importance,  360  ;  did  not  pos 
sess  the  rights  of  Roman  citizenship,  368. 

TeUM-Hatey,  158. 

Temple,  how  its  services  were  performed, 
85  ;  its  destruction  foretold  by  Stephen, 
119;  constructed  so  as  to  shadow  forth 
spiritual  truths,  140  ;  regarded  with  ex 
cessive  veneration  by  the  Jews,  142; 
portion  of  it  interdicted  to  foreigners, 
356. 

Temple-sweeper,  322. 

Terracina,  454. 

Tertullus,  his  gross  flattery,  381. 

Testament  Old,  as  divided  by  the  Jews, 
213. 

Theatres,  used  among  the  Greeks  for  pub 
lic  business,  202  sq  ,  319. 

Theophilus,  a  representative  of  those  for 
whom  Luke  wrote,  1 9 ;  his  rank  and 
country,  33. 

Thessalonians,  Epistles  to,  303. 

Thessalonica,  its  distance  from  Philippi, 
272;  result  of  Paul's  labors  there,  272 
sq. ;  how  long  he  remained,  274. 

Theudas,  why  not  mentioned  byJosephus, 
110;  may  have  been  referred  to  under 
a  different  name,  111. 

T/!<i!iiflc,  on  the  influence  of  heathenism, 
245;  on  Paul's  speeches  as  compared 
with  his  Epistles,  335  ;  his  mode  of  rec 
onciling  Luke's  account  of  the  K^\i'- 
tian  imposter  with  that  of  Josephus, 
359. 

Timothi/,   was   a  native   of  Lystra,   252  ; 

why  required  to  be  circumcise/: 

whether  he   rejoined    Paul  at  Athens, 
276;   why  be   ^\as   .-cut  from    K|ihe-iH 
into  Macedonia,  316:  could  not  ha\o 
written    anv    part    of   the    Act-. 
Kpistles  to,  463 

7'/V"s,  Epi.-tlc  to.  4C>:\ 

T»l< ration,  granted  by  the  Romans  to  the 
.lews,  369. 

Traditions,  among  the  Jews  sanctioned  as 
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true:  —  in  regard  to  Abraham's  first 
call,  125  ;  in  regard  to  the  tomb  of  the 
patriarchs,  130  sq. ;  in  regard  to  the  age 
of  Moses,  135  ;  the  giving  of  the  law 
by  the  agency  of  angels,  142  sq. ;  the 
length  of  Saul's  reign,  216. 

Tres  Tabernce,  454. 

Troos,  correctly  distinguished  from  Mysia, 
255. 

Trogy  Ilium,  name  of  a  town  or  an  island, 
333. 

Tyndale,  at  Wittenberg,  423. 

lyre,  the  emporium  of  Phoenicia,  346 ; 
its  ruins  beneath  the  Sea,  346  ;  the 
gospel  preached  there  at  an  early  pe 
riod,  347  sq. 

Tyropceon,  369. 


U. 


Undergirding  of  vessels,  how  performed, 

426. 
Unity   of  the   human  race,   asserted   by 

Paul,  289  sq. 

Unknown  God,  at  Athens,  285. 
Upper  Room,  its  use,  41,  331. 
Ur  of  the  Chaldees,  124. 
Urfa,  a  modern  city,  125. 
Usher,  his  chronology,  125. 


V. 


Valetta,  451. 

Validity  of  the  choice  of  Matthias  as  an 
apostle,  48. 

Valpy,  Notes  on  N.  T.,  444. 

Vengeance,  not  imprecated  on  Simon  by 
the  apostles,  150. 

Verbals  in  ills,  405. 

Via  Appia,  454. 

View  from  the  Acropolis  at  Corinth,  296 ; 
of  ruins  at  Tyre,  346  ;  from  Nazareth, 
412. 

Vintage,  time  of  in  Palestine,  57. 

Viper,  why  extinct  in  Malta,  446  ;  its  hab 
its,  447. 

Virgil,  on  the  dangers  of  the  sea,  431. 

Vizier,  Joseph's  office  in  Egypt,  129. 

Volscian  Hills,  454. 

Vomel,  his  translation  of  the  twenty-sev 
enth  chapter,  419. 

Vow,  whether  that  mentioned  in  18,  18 
was  Paul's  or  Aquila's,  303  ;  how  long 
that  of  a  Nazarite  continued,  353. 

Voyages,  how  rapidly  made  in  ancient 
times,  453. 


W. 

Wailing,  oriental  mode  of,  146. 

Walch,  his  Dissertationes,  etc.,  91. 

Way  Appian,  454. 

Way,  those  of  the,  161,  384. 

Wiclif,  source  of  his  translation,  323. 

Wiesder,  his  view  of  the  duration  of  Pen 
tecost,  356 ;  his  mode  of  reckoning  the 
twelve  days,  383. 

Windows,  how  made  in  Eastern  houses 
331. 

Winds,  which  prevail  in  the  Mediterra 
nean  near  the  end  of  summer,  412 ; 
which  blow  off  the  land  on  the  coast 
of  Cicilia,  414;  as  denoting  points  of 
the  compass,  421  ;  change  suddenly 
from  the  south  to  the  north,  423  sq. ; 
those  from  the  east  apt  to  be  lasting, 
429 ;  at  what  rate  they  would  drive  a 
ship  situated  like  that  of  Paul  on  the 
voyage  to  Rome,  435. 

Winer,  limits  assigned  by  him  to  Pro 
consular  Asia,  55 ;  his  opinion  of  the 
night-journey  to  Antipatris,  379. 

Witness  inward,  of  the  Spirit,  109. 

Women,  heathen,  converts  to  Judaism, 
225. 

Woolsey,  President,  suggestions  of,  274, 
449.' 

Wordsworth,  his  Notes  on  the  Acts,  191. 

Worship,  began  at  dawn  in  the  temple, 
105;  nature  of  Sabaism,  139;  that 
of  the  temple  emblematical,  140 ;  per 
formed  at  the  river-side  by  the  Jews, 
258. 


Year  of  Paul's  conversion,  22. 

Yoke,  Jewish,  242. 

Young  man,  as  said  of  Saul,  144. 


Z. 


Zabians  held  that  John  was  the  Messiah, 
310. 

Zealots  unknown  as  a  sect  till  after  the 
time  of  Christ  42  ;  designated  those 
in  the  church  who  contended  for  Jew 
ish  rites,  352. 

Zeal  of  Paul  as  a  Pharisee,  362. 

Zeller,  nature  of  his  objections,  87. 

Zion  Mount,  a  burial  place,  65. 
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Relation  of  the  Acts  to  the  Gospel  of  Luke,  -    33 

Promise  of  the  Saviour  to  send  the  Spirit,  ....  36 
His  last  Interview  with  the  Disciples,  and  His  Ascension,  -  37 

Return  of  the  Disciples  to  Jerusalem, 40 

Address  of  Peter  on  the  Choice  of  a  new  Apostle,    -  -    42 

Appointment  of  Matthias  as  an  Apostle,        ....       43 

Descent  of  the  Holy  Spirit,         ...  ...    50 

Impression  of  the  Miracle  on  the  Multitude,  53 

The  Discourse  of  Peter, 57 

Effect  of  the  Discourse  in  the  Conversion  of  three  Thousand,  68 
Benevolence  of  the  First  Christians;  their  Joy,  their  Increase,  71 
Healing  of  the  lame  Man  by  Peter  and  John,  73 

Testiroony  of  Peter  after  the  Miracle, 76 

The  Imprisonment  of  Peter  and  John,  ....       85 

Their  Arraignment  before  the  Sanhedrim,  -    87 

Testimony  of  Peter  before  the  Council,  89 

Decision  of  the  Sanhedrim, '-91 

The  Answer  of  Peter  and  John, 92 

The  Apostles  return  to  the  Disciples,  and  unite  with  them  in 

Prayer  and  Praise, 93 

The  Believers"  are  of  one  Mind,  and  have  all  Things  common,  96 
The  Falsehood  of  Ananias  and  Sapphira,  and  their  Death,  98 

The  Apostles  still  preach,  and  confirm  their  Testimony  by 

Miracles, 103 

Renewed  Imprisonment  of  the  Apostles,  and  their  Escape,  104 
They  are  arrested  again,  and  brought  before  the  Council,  106 

The  Answer  of  Peter,  and  its  effect,  -  107 

The  Advice  of  Gamaliel,  109 

The  Apostles  suffer  joyfully  for  Christ,  and  depart  to  preach 

Him  anew,  113 
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